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BOOK    III. 
CHAPTER    V. 


Letter  from  M.   Rouille  to  the  fecretary  of  ft  ate 

The  two  nations  recriminate    on    each  other The 

French  threaten  Great  Britain  with  an  invajion 
Requijition  of  fix  thoufand  Dutch  troops  accord 
ing  to  treaty Mejfage  from  the  king  to  parlia 
ment A  body  of  Hejffians  and  Hanoverians  tranf- 

ported    into    England French    preparations    at 

'Joulon Admiral  Byng  fails  for  the  Mediterra 
nean He  arrives  at  Gibraltar Engages  ML 

de  la  Galijfonniere  off  Minorca And  returns  to 

Gibraltar Ferment  of  the  people  at  home Ad 
miral  Byng  fuperfeded,  and  fent  home  prifoner > 

Account  of  the  fie ge  of  St.  Philip's  fort,  in  Minor 
ca Precautions  taken  by  General  Blakeney 

Siege  commenced Englijh  fquadron   appears 

General  attack  of  the  works— The  garrifon  capi 
tulates Sir  Edward  Hawkefails  to  Minorca— •* — 

Rejoicings  in  France,  and  clamour  in    England 

• Gallantry    of  Fortunatus    Wright General 

Blakeney    created  a    baron Meafures     taken  for 

the  defence  of  Great  Britain Proclamation 

Earl  of  Loudoun  appointed  commander  in  chief  in 
America His  Britannic  Majejly's  declaration  of 
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war Subjlance  of  the  French  king's   declaration 

Addrefs  of  the  city  of  London Trial  of  Ge- 

neralFowke Affairs  of  America Colonel  Brad-. 

Jlreet  defeats  a  body  of  French   on  the  river  Onon- 

daga Earl   of  Loudoun    arrives   at    New  York 

• Ofiuego  reduced  by  the  enemy- Further  pro 
ceedings  in  America —Naval  operations  in  that 

country Tranfaffions  in  the  Eajt  Indie* Cal 
cutta  bejieged  by  the  viceroy  of  Bengal Deplora 
ble  fate  of  thofe  who  perijhed  in  the  dungeon  therf 

' Additional  cruelties  exercifed  on  Mr.    Hohvell 

Refolution  againjl  Angria~ Fort  of  Geriah 

taken  by  Admiral  fflatfon  and  Mr.  dive.' Their 

fubfequent  proceedings  in  the  river  Ganges. 


°      K  T  ^  ^ie  mont^  of  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  appointed 
J[   fecretary  of  ftate,  received  a  letter  from  M.  Rou- 


ille,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs 
Lejt7^from  to  the  king  of  France,  expoftulating,  in  the  name  of 
M.  Rouiile.  his  fovereign,  upon  the  orders  and  inftruclions  for 
committing  hostilities,  which  his  Britannic  majefty  had 
given  to  General  Braddock  and  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
in  diametrical  opposition  to  the  moft  folemn  afTurances 
fo  often  repeated  by  word  of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writ 
ing.  He  complained  of  the  infult  which  had  been  of 
fered  to  his  matter's  flag,  in  attacking  and  taking  two 
of  his  fhips  in  the  open  fca,  without  any  previous  de 
claration  of  war  ;  as  alfo,  by  committing  depredations 
on  the  commerce  of  his  inoft  Chriftian  majefty's  fub- 
jecls,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  ufages  eftablifhed  among  civilized  na 
tions.  He  faid,  the  fentiments  and  character  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  gave  the  king  his  mafter  room  to  ex- 
peel,  that,  at  his  return  to  London,  he  would  difavow 
theconducl  of  his  admiralty;  butfeeing  that  inftcad  of 
punUhing,  he  rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had  been 
guilty  of  fuch  depredations,  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty, 
would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he  owed  to  his  own 
glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  defence  of  his 
people,  if  he  deferred  any  longer  demanding  a  fignal 
reparation  for  the  outrage  done  to  the  French  flag,  and 
the  damage  fuftaincd  by  his  fubjects.  He,  therefore, 
demanded  immediate  and  full  reftitution  of  all  the 
French  {hips,  which,  contrary  to  law  and  decorum, 
had  been  taken  by  the  Englifh  navy,  together  with  all 
the  officers,  foldicr<=,  mariners,  guns,  ftores,  and  raer- 
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chandize.  He  declared,  that  fhould  this  reftitution  be  C  H  -A  P. 
made,  he  fhould  be  willing  to  engage  in  a  negociation 
for  what  further  fatisfaction  he  might  claim,  and  con 
tinue  defirous  to  fee  the  differences  relating  to  Ameri 
ca  determined  by  a  folid  and  equitable  accommodation; 
but  if,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  thefe  demands  fhould  be 
rejected,  he  would  confider  fuch  a  denial  of  juftice  as 
the  moft  authentic  declaration  of  war,  and  as  a  formed 
defign  in  the  court  of  London  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
Europe.  To  this  preremptory  remonftrance  the  Britiih  Anfwer. 
fecretary  was  directed  to  anfwer,  That  though  the 
king  of  England  would  readily  confent  to  an  equitable 
and  folid  accommodation,  he  would  not  comply  with 
the  demand  of  immediate  and  full  reftitution  as  a  preli 
minary  condition;  for  his  majefty  had  taken  no  ftep-s 
but  fuch  as  were  rendered  juft  and  indifpenfible  by  the 
hoftilities  which  the  French  began  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  a  proper  regard  for  his  own  honour,  the 
rights  and  pofleflions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of 
his  kingdoms. 

Without  all  doubt  the  late  tranfactions  had  afforded 
fpecious  arguments  for  both  nations  to  impeach  the 
conduct  of  each  other.  The  French  sourt,  confcious 
of  their  encroachments  in  Navo-Scotia,  affected  to 
draw  a  fhade  over  thefe,  as  particulars  belonging  to  a 
difputed  territory,  and  to  divert  the  attention  to  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  where  Jamonville  and  his  detach 
ment  had  been  attacked  and  maffacred  by  the  Engiifh, 
without  the  leaft  provocation.  They  likewife  inveigh 
ed  againft  the  capture  of  their  fhips,  before  any  decla 
ration  of  war,  as  flagrant  acts  of  piracy  ;  and  tome  neu 
tral  powers  of  Europe  feemed  to  confider  them  in  the 
fame  point  of  view.  It  was  certainly  high  time  to 
check  the  infolence  of  the  French  by  force  of  arms,  and 
furely  this  might  have  been  as  effectually  and  expediti- 
oufly  exerted  under  the  ufual  fanctionof  a  formal  decla 
ration;  the  omifiion  of  which  expofed  the  adminiftra- 
tion  to  the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed  the 
imputation  of  fraud  and  freebooting  on  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  The  miniftry  was  faid  to  have  delayed  the 
ceremony  of  denouncing  war  from  political  confidera- 
tions,  fuppofmg  that,  fhoul^l  the  French  be  provoked 
into  the  firft  declaration  of  this  kind,  the  powers  of 
Europe  would  confider  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  as 
the  aggreffor,  and  Great  Britain  would  reap  all  the 
fruits  of  the  defenftve  alliances  in  which  fhe  had  engag 
ed.  But  nothing-  could  be  more  weak  and  frivolous 
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BOOK  than  fuch  a  conjecture.     The  aggreffor  is  he  who  firft 
•  violates  the  peace;  and  every  ally  will  interpret  the  ag- 


greflion  according  to  his  own  intereft  and  convenience. 
175  '  The  adminiftration  maintained  the  appearance  of  can 
dour  in  the  midit  of  their  hoftilitics.  The  merchant 
fhips,  of  which  a  great  number  had  been  taken  from 
the  French,  were  not  fold  and  divided  among  the  cap 
tors,  according  to  the  practice  of  war  ;  but  carefully 
fequcflered,  with  all  their  cargoes  and  effects,  in  order 
to  be  reftored  to  the  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  difputes 
between  the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  productive  of 
an  open  rupture.  In  this  particular,  however,  it  was 
pity  that  a  little  common  fenfe  had  not  been  blended 
with  their  honourable  intention.  Great  part  of  the 
cargoes  confifted  of  fifh,  and  other  perifhable  commo 
dities,  which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrify,  and  after 
wards  thrown  overboard,  to  prevent  contagion  ;  fo  that 
the  owners  and  captors  were  equally  difappointed,  and 
ihe  value  of  them  loft  to  both  nations. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  while  they  prefented  re- 
mondrances  which  they  knew  would  prove  ineffectual, 
and  exclaimed  againft  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  with 
all  the  arts  of  calumny  and  exaggeration  at  every  court 
in  Chriftendom,  continued  neverthelefs  to  make  fuch 
preparations  as  denoted  a  defign  to  profecute  the  war 
with  uncommon  vigour.  They  began  to  repair  and 
fortify  Dunkirk:  Orders  were  publifhed,  that  all  Bri- 
tifli  fubjefrs  fhould  quit  the  domiaiens  of  France: 
Many  Englilh  velTels  were  feized  in  different  ports  of 
that  kingdom,  and  their  crews  fent  to  prifon.  At  the 
lame  time  an  edict  was  iflued,  inviting  the  French  fub- 
jects  to  equip  privateers,  offering  a  premium  of  forty 
iivres  for  every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man  they 
ihould  take  from  the  enemy  ;  and  promising  that,  in 
cafe  a  peace  fhould  be  fpeedily  concluded,  the  king- 
would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime  coft.  They 
employed  great  numbers  of  artificers  and  feamen  in  e- 
•quipping  a  formidable  fquadron  of  (hips  at  Breft;  and 
atfemblirsg  a  ftrong  body  of  land-forces,  as  well  as  a 
confiderable  number  of  tranfports,  threatened  the  if- 
Jsnd  of  Great  Britain  with  a  dangerous  invafion. 

The  Englifh  people  were  feized  with  confternation: 
The  minifrry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed.  Colonel 
Yorkc,  the  Britifh  rcfident  at  the  Hague,  was  order 
ed  by  his  rr.sjedy  to  make  a  requifition  of  the  fix  thou- 
fand  men  whom  the  ftates-gencrnl  are  obliged  by  treaty 
lo  furnifh,  when  Great  Britain  fhall  be  threatened  with 
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an  invafion ;  and  in  February  he  prefented  a  memorial  CHAP, 
for  this  purpofe.  Monfieur  d'Affry,  the  French  king's 
minifter  at  the  Hagae,  having  received  intimation  of 
this  demand,  produced  a  counter  memorial  from  his 
mafter,  charging  the  Englifh  as  the  aggreffors,  and 
giving  the  ftates-general  plainly  to  underftand,  that 
fhould  they  grant  the  fuccours  demanded  by  Great 
Britain,  he  would  confider  their  compliance  as  an  a6t 
of  hoftility  againft  himfelf.  The  Dutch,  though  di 
vided  among  themfelves  by  faction,  were  unanimoufly 
averfe  to  any  meafure  that  might  involve  them  in  the 
approaching  war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great 
meafure  decayed,  and  their  finances  were  too  much  ex- 
haufted  to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their 
forces,  which  for  many  other  reafons  they  ftrove  to 
avoid.  They  forefaw  a  great  increafe  of  trade  in  their 
adhering  to  a  punctual  neutrality :  They  were  afraid  of 
the  French  by  land,  and  jealous  of  the  Englifh  by  fea,; 
and,  perhaps,  enjoyed  the  profpedr,  of  feeing  thefe  two 
proud  and  powerful  nations  humble  and  impoverifh 
each  other.  Certain  it  is,  the  dates-general  protradt- 
ed  their  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke's  memorial  by  fuch  af 
fected  delays,  that  the  court  of  London  perceived  their 
intention,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  mortification  of  a 
flat  denial,  the  king  ordered  his  reftdent  to  acquaint 
the  princefs  regent,  that  he  would  not  infift  upon  his 
demand.  The  ftates,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity 
at  length  delivered  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which 
they  expatiated  on  the  difficulties  they  were  laid  under, 
and  thanked  his  Britannic  majefty  for  having  freed  them 
by  his  declaration  from  that  embarraflment  into  which 
they  were  thrown  by  his  firft  demand,  and  the  counter 
memorial  of  the  F reach  minifter.  The  real  fentiments 
of  thofe  people,  however,  more  plainly  appeared  in  the 
previous  resolution  delivered  to  the  ftates  of  Holland  by 
the  towns  of  Amfterdam,  Dort,  Haerlem,  Gouda,  Rot 
terdam,  and  Enckhuyfen,  declaring  flatly  that  Eng 
land  was  uncontrovertibly  the  aggreflbr  in  Europe,  by 
feizing  a  confiderable  number  of  French  veflcls:  That 
the  threatened  invafion  of  Great  Britain  did  not  afFecl: 
the  republic's  guarantee  of  the  Proteftantfucceffion,  inaf- 
much  as  it  was  only  intended  to  obtain  reparation  for 
the  injury  fuftained  by  the  fubje&s  of  his  moft  Chrifti- 
an  majefty:  Finally,  that  the  fuccours  demanded  could 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  king  of  England,  as  it  ap 
peared  by  the  declaration  of  his  moft  Chriftian  maje- 
ftythat  their  granting  thefe  fuccours  wculJ  immediate- 
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B  O  O  K  ]y  iav  them  under  a  nscefTity  of  demanding,  in  their 
i^,,  turn,  afliftance  from  Great  Britain.  From  this  way  of 
arguing;,  the  Englifh  may  perceive  what  they  have  to 
expect  in  cafes  of  emergency  from  the  friendfhip  of 
their  neareft  allies,  who  muft  always  be  furnifhed  with 
the  fame  excufe,  whenever  they  find  it  convenient  or 
necefiary  to  their  own  intereft.  Such  a  confideration, 
joined  toother  concurring  motives,  ought  to  induce  the 
Britifh  legiflature  to  withdraw  its  dependence  from  all 
foreign  connections,  and  provide  fuch  a  conftitutional 
force  within  itfelf,  as  will  be  fully  fufficient  to  baffte 
all  the  efforts  of  an  external  enemy.  The  apprehenfions 
and  diftraction  of  the  people  at  this  juncture  plainly 
evinced  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  national  force  :  But 
different  parties  were  divided  in  their  opinions  about 
the  nature  of  fuch  a  provifion.  Some  of  the  warmefl 
friends  of  their  country  propofed  a  well  regulated  militia 
as  an  inftitution  that  would  effectually  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defending  a  wide  extending  fea-coaft  from  inva- 
fion  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  this  propofal  was  ridi 
culed  ana  refuted  as  impracticable  or  ufelefs  by  all  the 
retainers  to  the  court,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  (landing 
army.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  experiment  could  not 
be  immediately  tried,  and  the  preferit  juncture  demand 
ed  fome  inftant determination,  recourfe  was  had  to  a  fo 
reign  remedy 

Meflage  to  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  king  fent  a 
ent'  written  meffege  to  parliament,  intimating,  that  he  had 
received  repeated  advices  from  different  perfons  and 
places,  that  a  defign  had  been  formed  by  the  French 
court  to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  the  great 
preparations  of  forces,  {hips,  artillery,  and  warlike 
ftores,  then  notorioufly  making  in  the  ports  of  France 
oppofite  to  the  Britifh  coafts,  together  with  the  lan 
guage  of  the  French  muiiflers  in  fome  foreign  courts, 
left  little  room  to  doubt  the  reality  of  fuch  a  defign: 
That  his  majeftyhad  augmented  his  forces  both  by  fea 
and  land,  and  taken  proper  meafures  and  precautions 
for  putting  his  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence  :  That, 
in  order  further  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  he  had  made  a 
requifition  of  a  body  of  Heffian  troops,  purfuant  to  the 
late  treaty,  to  be  forthwith  brought  over,  and  for  that 
purpofe  ordered  tranfports  to  be  prepared  :  That  he 
doubted  not  of  being  enabled  and  fupported  by  his  parli- 
ment  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  conducive  to 
an  end  fo  efTential  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  laws  and  li 
berties  ofthefe  kingdoms.  This  mefTage  was  no  fooncr 
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received,  than  both  houfes  voted,  compofed   and  pre-  CHAP 
fented,  very  warm  and  affectionate  addreifes,  in  which       v- 
his  majefty  was  thanked  for  the  requifition  he  had  made 
of  the  Heffian  troops  ;  a  meafure  which  at  any  other  time 
would  have  been  ftigmatif-'d  with  all  the  fatire  and  rhe 
toric  of  the  oppofition. 

Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fufficient  to 
fecure  the  ifland,  and  quit  the  terrors  of  the  people.  In 
a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minifter,  encouraged  by 
the  unanimity  which  had  appeared  fo  confpicuous  in 
the  motion  for  the  late  addreifes,  ventured  to  move  a- 
gain,inthe  houfe  of  commons,  that  another  addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  the  king,  befeeching  his  majefty, 
that  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  this  ifland,  and  for 
the  better  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  his 
fubjects  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign  enemy 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  twelve  batta 
lions  of  his  electoral  troops,  together  with  the  ufual 
detachment  of  attillery,  to  be  forthwith  brought  into  his 
kingdom.  There  was  a  confiderable  party  in  the  houfe 
to  whom  fuch  a  motion  was  odious  and  deteftable  : 
But,  confidering  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  they 
were  afraid  that  a  direct  oppofition  might  expofe  them 
to  a  more  odious  fufpicion  :  They,  therefore,  moved 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  infifted  on  the  queftion's 
being  put  upon  that  nation  ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  confiderable  majority  which  alfo  agreed 
to  the  other  propofal.  The  rcfolution  of  the  houfe  was 
communicated  to  the  lords,  who  unanimoufly  concur 
red  ;  and  their  joint  addrefs  being  prefented,  his  maje 
fty  affured  them  he  would  immediately  comply  with 
their  requeft.  Accordingly,  fuch  expedition  was  ufed, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  mouth  both  Hanoverians 
and  Medians  arrived  in  England,  and  encamped  in  dif 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom. As  the  fears  of  an 

invafion  fubfided  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  their  an 
tipathy  to  thefe  foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.  They 
were  beheld  with  the  eyes  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  and 
difJain.  They  were  treated  with  contempt,  referve, 
and  rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  having 
reduced  the  nation  to  fuch  a  low  circumftance  ofdif- 
grace,  as  that  they  (hould  owe  their  fecurity  to  Germaa 
mercenaries.  There  were  not  wanting  fome  incen 
diaries,  who  circulated  hints  and  infinuatious,  that  the 
kingdom  had  been  purpofely  left  unprovided  ;  and  that 
the  natives  of  South  Britain  had  been  formerly  fubdu- 
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B  O  O  K  ed  and  expelled  by  a  body  of  Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom 

-~J  they  had  hired  for  their  prefervation.     In  a   word,    the 

""V""*1     doubts   and   fufpicions  of    a  people    naturally     blunt 

and  jealous  were  inflamed  to  luch  a  degree  of  animofity 

that  nothing  would  have  rcftrained  them    from  violent 

acts  of  outrage,  but  the  moft  orderly,     modeft,   and  in- 

ofrenfive  behaviour  by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and 

Heffians  were  diftinguimed. 

Under  the  cloak  of  an    invading    armament,     which 
engrofled  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  nation,  the  French 
were  actually  employed  in  preparations  for  an  expedition) 
which  fucceeded  according  to   their   wifh.      In  the  be 
ginning  of  the  year  advice  was  received,  that  a  French 
fquadron  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fail  from  Tou 
lon  :  This  was  afterwards  confirmed  by   repeated  intel 
ligence,  not  only  from  foreign  gazzettes,  but  alfo  from 
Englifh.  minifters  and  confuls  refiding  in    Spain  and  I- 
taly.     They  affirmed  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  con fift- 
ed  of  twelve  or  fifteen  fhips  of  the    line,  with  a   great 
number  of  tranfports  ;    that   they   were  fupplied   with 
provifion     for  two    months    only,    confequently  could 
not  be    intended  for  America  ;  and  that  ftrong  bodies  of 
troops  were  on  their  march  from  different  parts   of  the 
French  dominions  to  Douphine   and  Provence,  in  or 
der  to  be  embarked.     Notwithstanding   thefe    particu 
lars  of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  out  Minorca 
as  the  object  of  their  expedition  ;    notwithstanding  the 
extend ve  and  important  commerce  carried  on   by  the 
fubjects  of  Great    Britain   in    the  Mediterranean;  no 
care  was  taken  to  fend  thither  a  fquadron  of  fhips  ca 
pable  to  protect  the  trade,  and  fruftrate  the  defigns    of 
the  enemy.     That  great  province   was    left  to  a    few 
inconfiderable  (hips  and  frigates,  which  could  ferve  no 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  carrying   intelligence   from 
port  to  port,  and  enriching  their  commanders,   by   ma 
king  prize  of  merchant  veflels.  Nay,  the  miniftry  feemed 
to  pay  little  or  no  regard  to  the  remonftrances  of  gene 
ral  Blakeney,  deputy  governor  of  Minorca,  who,  in  re 
peated  advices,  repref-nted  the  weaknefs  of  the   garri- 
fon  which  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip's  caftle,  the  chief 
fortrefs  on  the  ifland.     Far  from  Strengthening  the  gar- 
rifon  with  a  proper   reinforcement,  they  did   not   even 
fent  thither  the  officers  belonging  to  it,  who  were    in 
England  upon  leave  of  abfence,  nor  give  directions   for 
any  veflcl  to  tranfport  them,  until    the   French  aima- 
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ment  was  ready  to  make  a   defcent   upon  that   ifland*.  CHAP 

At  length,  the  deftination  of  the  enemy's    fleet  being        v- 
uni  verfally  known,  the  minrftry  feemed  to    roufe   from  **-*"Y">~' 
their     lethargy,     and,   like   perfons  fuddenly    waking,      J756- 
acted  with  hurry  and  precipitation.  Inftead  of  detaching 
a  fquadron  that  in  all  refpects  fhould  be  fuperior  to  the 
French  fleet  in  the    Maditerranean,   and  beftowing  the 
command  of  it  upon  an  officer  of  approved  courage  and 
and  activity,  they  allotted  no  more  than  ten  (hips  of  the  £'lmi5a.! 

i-  r          i  •       r         •  n-  i  I/-I-AI       Bvng  falls 

line  for  this  fervice,  vetting  the  command  or  them  in  Ad--to  t!,e  Me_ 
miral  Byng,  who  had  never  met  with  any  occafion  to  diten-anean. 
fignalize  his  courage,  and  whofc  chara£ter  was  not  ve 
ry  popular  irithe  navy:  But  Mr.  Weft,  the  fecond  in  com 
mand,  was  a  gentleman  univerfally  refpectcd  for  his  pro 
bity,  ability,  and  refolution.  The  ten  fhips  df,ftincd  for 
this  expedition  were  but  in  very  indifferent  order,  poor 
ly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either  hofpital  or  fire- 
fhip.  They  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  yth  day  of  A-- 
pril,  having  on  board,  as  part  of  their  compliment,  a 
regiment  of  foldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar,  with  ma 
jor-general  Stuart,  lord  Effingham,  and  colonel  Corn- 
wallis,  whofe  regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca, 
about  forty  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  re 
cruits,  as  a  re-enforcement  to  St.  Philip's  fortrefs. 


*  It  is  with  pleafure  we  ftize  this  opportunity  of  recording  an  inft.ince 
of  gallantry  and  patriotifrn  in  a  Briti.1i  officer,  which  would  have  done  ho 
nour  to  the  character  of  a  Roman  tribune.  Captain  Cunningrum,  an  ac 
complished  young  gentleman,  who  a£led  as  engineer  in  fecond  at  Minor 
ca,  being  preferred  to  a  rruj.rity  at  home,  and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by 
an  exprefs  order,  had  repaired  with  his  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where 
he  waited  for  the  opportunity  of  a  (hip  bound  for  England,  when  he  receir- 
ed  c-rrtaia  intelligence  chat  the  French  armament  was  deftined  for  the  place 
he  had  quitted.  His  la  y,  whom  he  tenderly  lovea,  wasjuft  delivered, 
and  two  of  his  children  were  dangeroufly  ill  of  the  faiall-pox.  Herecol- 
ledled  that  the  chief  engineer  at  Minorca  was  infirm,  and  indeed  difabled  bj 
the  gout,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for  the  defense  of  the  fortrefs. 
His  zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of  hiscountry  immediately  triumphed 
over  the  calls  of  tcndernefs  and  of  nature.  Heexpenied  aconfidcrable  fum 
of  money  in  peuchafing  timber  for  the  platforms,  and  other  neceflaries  for 
the  garrifon,  hired  a  fhip  for  tranfporting  them  thkrKr,  and  tearing  himfelf 
from  his  wife  and  children,  thus  left  among  ftrangers,  embarked  again  for 
Minorca,  where  he  knew  he  ihould  be  in  a  peculiar  rmnn;r  expofed  to 
all  the  danger  of  a  furious  ficge.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defperate  fervice  he 
acquitted  himfelf  with  that  vigilance,  fltill,  and  adtive  courage  which  he 
had  on  divers  other  occafionsdifphyed  until  the  afTault  was  given  to  the 
queeen's-baftio;!,  when  mixing  wi  h  the  enemy  fvvord  in  hand,  he  wasdif- 
abled  in  the  right  arm  by  the  (hot  of  a  mufket  and  thethrult  of  a  bayonet. 
His  behaviour  was  fo  acceptable  to  his  fovoreign,  that  when  he  returned  to 
England  he  was  preferred  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  guards.  He  afterwards 
adled  as  chief  engineer  in  the  attempts  and  defcents  which  were  made  on  the 
French  coaft.  Thongh  gnevoufly  maimed,  he  accepted  the  fame  office  in 
the  expedition  tj  Guadalupe,  where  he  died  uuiverfally  regretted. 
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BOOK     After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  received,  one 
nl-         would  imagine  the   government  of  England  was    ftill 
'^"Y"'^   ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force    and  d:-ftination  ;  for    the 
1/5  "      inftrucYions  delivered  to  admiral  Byng    imported,  that 
on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  he  fhouJd  enquire    whether 
any  French  fquadron  had  pnffed  through  the  (traits  ;and 
that,  being  certified  in   the  affirmative,  as  it  was  proba 
bly  defigned  for  North-America,  beihould  immediately 
detatch  real-admiral  Weft  toLouifbcnirg,  on  the  ifland 
of  Cape-Breton,   with  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  as,  when 
joined    with  thofe  at  Halifax,    would    conftitute  a  force 
fupei  ior  to  the  armament  of  the  enemy.     On  the  2d  day 
of  May,  admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where   he 
found  captain   Edgecumbe,   with   the  Princefs   Louifa 
(hip  of  war,    and  a  floop,  who  informed  him,  that   the 
French  armament,  commanded  by  M.   de   la    Gali fib- 
Arrives  at     niere,  confiding  of  thirteen  fhips    of  the  line,  with  a 
Gibraltar.    great  number  of  tranfports,  having  onboard  a  body   of 
fifteen  thoufand  land-forces,  had  failed  from  Toulon  on 
the  roth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  defcent  upon  the  ifl- 
and  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (captain  Edgecumbe) 
had  been  obliged  to  retire   at  their  approach.     Gene 
ral  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had  received 
two  fucceffive  orders  from  the  fecretary   at   war,  with 
refpccl  to  his  fparing  a  battalion  of  troops  to  be  tranf- 
ported  by  Mr.  Byng,  as  a  re-inforcement   to  Minorca  ; 
but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  inconfiftant  or  equivo 
cal,  a  council  of  war   was  confulted,  and  the  majority 
were  of  opinion    that  no  troops   {hould   be   fent  from 
thence  to  Minorca,  exept  a  detachment  to  fupply  the  defi 
ciency  in  the  little  fquadron  of  captain  Edgecumbe,  who 
had  left  a  good  number  of  his  feamen  and   marines,  un 
der  the  command  of  capt.  Scroop,  to  affift  in  the  defence 
of  Fort  St.  Philip's.     Thefe  articles  of  intelligence  the 
admiral    difpatched   by  an  exprefs  to  the  lords   of  the 
admiralty,   and  in  his  letter    made  ufe  of  fome  impolitic 
expreffions,  which, inall  probability,  it  would  have  been 
\vell  for  him  had  he  omitted.  Fie  faid,  if  he  had  been  fo  hap 
py  as  to  liKve  crrivcd  at  Mr.hon  before  the  French  had 
landed  he  pattered himfelf  he  fhould   have  been  able  to 
prevent  their  getting  a  footing  on  that  ifland.  He  com 
plained  that  there  wore  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar   for 
lupplying  the  fquadron  with  neceffaries  :  That   the  ca 
reening  whads,  pits,  and  florehoufes  were  entirely  decay 
ed  ;  fo  that  he  fhonld  find  the  greateft  difficulty  in  clea 
ning  the  fhips  that  were   foul;  and    this  was  the  cafe 
y.'ith  fo:r.e  of  thofe  he  carried   out  from    England,   as 
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well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for  fome  time  cruiz-  CHAP, 
ing  in  Mediterranean.  He  fignified  his  opinion,  that 
even  if  it  fhould  be  found  practicable,  it  would  be  ve- 
ry  impolitic  to  throw  any  men  into  St.  Philip's  caftle, 
which  could  not  be  faved,  without  aland  force  fuffici- 
ent  to  raife  the  fiege ;  therefore,  a  fmall  reinforce 
ment  would  only  add  fo  many  men  to  the  number 
which  muft  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  fuch  engineers  and  artillery  men  in  Gi 
braltar  as  had  been  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  impoflibb  to  throw  any  number  of  men 
into  St.  Philip's,  if  the  French  had  erected  batteries  on 
the  two  fhofes  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as 
to  bar  all  paffage  up  to  the  fully  port  of  the  fortrefs ; 
and  with  this  opinion  he  fignified  the  concurrence  of 
his  own  fentiments.  The  firft  part  of  this  letter  was 
a  downright  impeachment  of  the  miniftry,  for  having 
delayed  the  expedition;  for  having  fent  out  ihips  unfit 
for  fervice  ;  and,  for  having  neglected  the  magazines 
and  wharfs  at  Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  part  he  feemed 
to  prepare  them  for  the  fubfequent  account  of  his  mif- 
conduct  and  mifcarriage.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 
they  underwent  this  accufation  without  apprehenfion 
and  refentment ;  and,  as  they  forefaw  the  lofs  of  Mi 
norca,,  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  a  national  cla 
mour,  perhaps  they  now  began  to  take  meafures  for 
gratifying  their  refentment,  and  transferring  the  blame 
from  themfelves  to  the  perfonwho  had  prefumedto  hint 
a  difapprobation  of  their  conduct:  For  this  purpofe 
they  could  not  have  found  a  fairer  opportunity  than 
Mr.  Byng's  fubfequent  behaviour  afforded. 

The  admiral,  being  ftrengthened  by  Mr.  Edge- 
cumbe,  and  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  the  gar- 
rifon,  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eigth  day  of  iVIay, 
and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  majefty's  fhip  the 
Phoenix,  under  the  command  of  captain  Hervey,  who 
confirmed  the  intelligence  he  had  already  received, 
touching  the  ftrength  and  deftination  of  the  French 
fquadron.  When  he  approached  A-linorca,  he  dcfcried 
the  Britifh  colours  ftill  flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Phi 
lip's  and  fcveral  bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it  from 
different  quarters,  where  the  French  banners  were  dif- 
playt'd.  Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  fhips  a- 
head,  wiih  captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  the  har 
bour's  mouth,  and  land,  if  poflible,  a  letter  for  Gene 
ral  Blakeney,  giving  him  to  underftand  the  fleet  was 
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B  °II?  K  comet°h's  affiftance.  Before  this  attempt  could  be 
made,  the  French  fleet  appearing  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and 
the  wind  blowing  ftrong  off  fhorc,  he  recalled  his  fhips, 
and  formed  the  line  of  battle,  About  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  feventeen  fhips, 
thirteen  of  which  appeared  to  be  very  large,  advanced 
in  order  ;  but  about  feven  tacked,  with  a  view  to 
gain  the  weather-gage.  Mr.  Byn?,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  that  advantage,  as  well  as  to  make  fure  of  the 
land-wind  in  the  morning,  followed  their  example,  be 
ing  then  about  five  leagues  from  Cape-Mola.  At  day 
light,  the  enemy  could  not  be  defcried  ;  but  two  tar- 
tanes  appearing  clofe  to  the  rear  of  the  Englifh  fqua- 
dron,  they  were  immediately  chaced  by  fignal.  One 
efcaped,  and  the  other  being  taken,  was  found  to  have 
on  board  two  French  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and 
about  one  hundred  private  foldiers,  part  of  fix  hundred 
who  had  been  fent  out  in  tartanes  the  preceding  day, 
to  reinforce  the  enemy's  fquadron.  This  foon  re 
appearing,  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  fide, 
and  about  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  threw  out  a  fig 
nal  to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind,  and  en- 
Engages  ?age.  At  this  time  his  diftance  from  the  enemy  was 
Gafiifibn-  fo  great,  that  rear-admiral  Weft,  perceiving  it  impof- 
fible  to  comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his 
divifion  feven  points  from  the  wind,  and  clofing  down 
upon  the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  -fhips  which  oppofed  him  were  in  a  little  time 
driven  out  of  the  line.  Had  he  been  properly  fuftained 
by  the  van,  in  all  probability  the  Britifh  fleet  would 
have  obtained  a  complete  victory ;  but  the  other  divi 
fion  did  not  bear  down,  and  the  enemy's  centre  keep 
ing  their  ftation,  rear-admiral  Weft  could  not  purfue 
his  advantage  without  running  the  rifle  of  feeing  his 
communication  with  the  reft  of  the  line  entirely  cut  off. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  a£b'on,  the  Intrepid,  i  Mr. 
Bvn?'s  divifion,  was  fo  difabled  in  her  rigging;,  that 
(he  could  not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the  (hip  that 
was  next  in  pofition  ;  a  circumftance  which  obliged 
feveral  others  to  throw  all  a-bac!c,  in  order  to  avoid 
confufion,  and  for  feme  time  retarded  the  action.  Cer 
tain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Byng,  though  accommodated 
with  a  noble  (hip  of  ninety  guns,  made  little  or 
ix>  ufe  of  his  artillery,  but  kept  aloof  either 
from  an  overftrained  obfervance  of  difcipline,  or 
timidity.  When  his  captain  exhorted  him  to  bear 
down  upon  the  enemy,  he  very  coolly  replied,  that  he 
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would  avoid  the  error  of  admiral  Matthews,  who,  in  C  H  A  P* 

his  engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fquadrons         v- 

off  Toulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  had  broke  the 

line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  himfelf  fing- 

ly  to  a  fire  that  he  could   not  fuftain.     Mr.    Byng,  on 

the    contrary,  was   determined   againft   adding,  except 

with  the  line  entire;  and,  on  pretence  of  re6tifying  the 

diforder  which  had  happened  among   forne  of  the  fhips, 

hefitated  fo  long,  and  kept  at  fuch  a  wary  diftance,  that 

he   never  was  properly  engaged,  though    he  received 

fome  few   fhots   in   his    hull.     M.  de  la  Galiffonniere 

feemed  equally  averfe  to  the  continuance  of  the  battle  : 

Part  of  his  fquadron  had  been  fairly  obliged  to  quit  the 

line;  and  though  he  was  rather  fuperior  to  the  Englifh 

in  number  of  men  and  weight   of  metal,  he   did  not 

chufe  to  abide  the  confequence  of  a  clofer  fight  with  an 

enemy  fo  expert  in  naval   operations :   He,  therefore, 

took  advantage  of  Mr.   Byng's   hefitation,  and  edged 

away  with  an  eafy  fail  to  join  his  van,  which  had  been 

difcomfitted.     The  Englifh  admiral   gave  chace,    but 

the  French  fhips  being  clean,  he   could   not    come  up 

and  clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired   at   their  leifure. 

Then  he  put  his  fquadron  on  the  other  tack,  in  order  to 

keep  the  wind  of  the   enemy;  and   next  morning  they 

were  altogether  out  of  fight. 

While  he  lay  to  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  at  the  dif 
tance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  detached  cruizers 
to  look  for  fome  mifling  fhips,  which  joined  him  ac 
cordingly,  and  made  an 'enquiry  into  the  condition  of 
the  fquadron.  The  number  of  killed  amounted  to  for 
ty-two,  including  captain  Andrews  of  the  Defiance, 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  were  wounded. 
Three  of  the  capital  fhips  were  fo  damaged  in  their 
marts,  that  they  could  not  keep  the  fea,  with  any  re 
gard  to  their  fafety  :  A  great  number  of  the  feamen 
were  ill,  and  there  was  no  veflel  which  could  be  con 
verted  into  an  hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded.  In 
this  fituation,  Mr.  Byng  called  a  council  of  war,  at 
which  the  land  officers  were  prefent.  He  reprefentcd 
to  them,  that  he  was  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in 
weight  of  metal  and  number  of  men  :  That  they  had 
the  advantage  of  fending  their  wounded  to  Minorca, 
from  whence  at  the  fame  time  they  were  refrefhed  and 
reinforced  occafionally  :  That,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
impracticable  to  relieve  St.  Philip's  fort,  and  there 
fore,  they  ought  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  back 
to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require  immediate  protec- 
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BOOK  tion.     They  unanimoufly   concurred   with  his   fenti- 
1  ments,  and  thither  he  directed  his  caurfe  accordingly. 

^*"V^  How  he  came  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  im- 
175°'  practicability  of  relieving  general  Blackney  it  is  not 
eafyto  determine,  as  no  experiment  was  made  for  that 
purpofe.  Indeed,  the  neglect  of  fuch  a  trial  feems  to 
have  been  the  leaft  excufable  part  of  his  conduct;  for 
it  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  be 
longing  to  the  garrifon  might  have  been  landed  at  the 
fally-port,  without  running  any  great  rifque;  and  a 
gentleman,  then  in  the  fort,  actually  pafled  and  repaf- 
fed  in  a  boat,  unhurt  by  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

Mr.  Byng's  letter  to  the  admiralty,  containing  a  de 
tail  of  this  action,  is  faid  to  have  arrived  fome  days  be 
fore  it  was  made  public;  and  when  it  appeared,  was 
curtailed  of  divers  exprcffions,  and  whole  paragraphs 
which  either  tended  to  his  own  j  unification,  or  implied 
a  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of  his  fuperiors.  Whatever 
ufe  might  have  been  made  of  this  letter  while  it  re 
mained  a  fecret  to  the  public  we  fhall  not  pretend  to 
explain;  but  fure  it  is,  that  on  the  1 6th  day  of  June, 
fir  Edward  Hawke  and  admiral  Saunders  failed  from 
Spithead  to  Gibraltar,  to  fuperfede  the  admirals  Byng 
and  Weft,  in  their  commands  of  the  Mediterranean 
fquadron  ;  and  Mr.  Byng's  letter  was  not  publifhed 
till  the  26th  day  of  the  fame  month,  when  it  produced 
all  the  effect  which  that  gentleman's  bittereft  enemies 
could  have  defired.  The  populace  took  fire  like  a 
train  of  the  muft  hafty  combuftibles,  and  broke  out  in 
to  fuch  a  clamour  of  rage  and  indignation  againft  the 
devoted  admiral,  as  could  not  have  been  exceeded  if  he 
had  loft  the  whole  navy  of  England,  and  left  the  coafts 
of  the  kingdom  naked  to  invafion.  This  animofity 
was  carefully  fomented  and  maintained  by  artful  emif- 
faries,  who  mingled  with  all  public  afTemblies,  from 
the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's  to  the  mob  at  Cha- 
ring-crofs.  They  expatiated  upon  the  infolence,  the 
folly,  the  cowardice,  and  mifconduct  of  the  unhappy 
admiral.  They  even  prefumed  to  make  their  fove- 
reign  in  fome  meafure  an  inftrurrent  of  their  calumny, 
by  fuggefting  that  his  majefty  had  prognofticated 
Byng's  mifbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  firft  let 
ter,  dated  at  Gibraltar.  They  ridiculed  and  refuted 
the  reafon's  he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortrefs, 
after  his  fcandalous  rencounter  with  the  French  fqua- 
dron  ;  and,  in  order  to  exafperate  them  to  the  moft 
implacable  refentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terrible 
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confequcnces  of  lofmg  Minorc?,  which  rnuft  now  be   c  H  A  P- 
fubdued  through  his  treachery    or   want  of  refolution.         v- 
In  a  word,  he  was  devoted  as  the  fcape-goat  of  the  mi-   ^~y^ 
niftry,    to   whofe    fupine    negligence,     ignorance,  and       J756- 
mifconduCt,  the  lofs  of  that  important  fortrcfs  was  un 
doubtedly  owing.     Byne's  mifcarriage  was  thrown  out 
like  a  barrel  to  the  whale,  in  order  to  engage  the  at 
tention  of  the  people,  that   it  might   not  be  attracted 
by  the  real  caufe  of  the  national    misfortune.     In  order 
to  keep  up  the    flame  which  had  been   kindled  againft 
the  admiral,  recourfe  was   had  to  the   loweft  artifice^. 
Agents  were  employed  to  vilify  his  perfon  in  all  public 
places  of  vulgar  rciort;  and   mobs   were  hired  at  dif 
ferent  parts  of  the  capital  to  hang  and  burn  him  in  et- 
figy. 

The  two  officers  who  fucceded  to  the  command  m  tnc 
Mediterranean  were  accompanied  by  lord  Tyrawley, 
whom  his  majefty  had  appointed  to  fuperfede  general 
Fowke  in  the  government  of  Gibraltar,  that  gentleman 
having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  miniftry,  for  not 
having  underftood  an  order  which  was  unintelligible. 

By  the  fame  conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  to 
11-1  -    •  ATI-.  •    •        Ad.  Byn* 

the  admiralty    was    tranimitted  to  Mr.  Joyng,  giving  recai]ej. 

him  notice  that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation 
he  replied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  denoted  a  confcioufnefs 
of  having  done  his  duty,  and  a  Istidable  deiire  to  vin 
dicate  his  own  conduct.  His  anfwer  contained  a  fur 
ther  account  of  the  engagement  in  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  mifbehaved,  intermixed  with  forne  pue 
rile  calculations  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in  weight  of 
metal,  which  ferved  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  ex- 
poiing  his  character  {till  more  to  ridicule  and  abufe; 
and  he  was  again  fo  impolitic  as  to  hazard  certain  ex- 
prellions,  which  added  frefh  fuel  to  the  refentment  of 
his  enemies.  Directions  were  immediately  difpiitched 
to  fir  Edward  Hawke,  that  Byng  {hould  be  fent  home 
in  arre.nt;  and  an  order  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  lodged 
at  every  port  in  the  kingdom:  Precautions,  which, 
however  unneceflary  tofecure  the  perfon  of  a  man  who 
longed  ardently  to  juftify  his  character  by  a  public  trial 
were  yet  productive  of  considerable  effect  in  augment 
ing  the  popular  odium.  Admiral  Byng  immediately 
embarked  in  the  {hip  which  had  carried  out  his  fucctf- 
for,  and  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Weft.  General 
Fowke,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  that  garrifon,  who 
were  alfo  recalled,  in  confluence  of  having  fubfcribed  ' 
vo  the  refult  of  the  council  of  war,  which  we  have  men- 
Yot.  Ill,  *C 
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BOOK  tioned   above.     When  they  arrived   in  England,  Mr. 
in.        Weft  met  with  fuch  a  gracious  reception  from  his  ma- 

<teOT^  jefty  as  was   thought    due  to   his   extraordinary  merit; 
J7^6-      but  Mr.  Byng,  was  committed  clofe  pnfoncr  in  an  a- 
partment  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

Siege  of  St.       In  the  mean   time,  the    fiege  of  St.  Philip's   fort  in 

Philip's  Minorca  was  profecuted  with  unremitting  vigour. 
The  armament  of  Toulon,  confifting  of  the  fleet  com 
manded  by  M.  de  la  Galiffonniere,  and  the  troops  un 
der  the  duke  de  Richlieu,  arrived  on  the  i8th  day  of 
April  at  the  port  of  Ciudadella,  on  that  part  of  the  if- 
landoppofite  toMahon,  or  St.  Philip'?,  and  immediately 
began  to  difcmbark  their  forces.  Two  days  before 
they  reached  the  ifland,  general  Blakeney  had,  by  a 
packet-boat,  received  certain  intelligence  of  their  ap 
proach,  and  began  to  make  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  the  caftle.  The  fort  which  he  commanded  was  ve 
ry  entenfive,  furrounded  with  numerous  redoubts, 
ravelins,  and  other  outworks  ;  and  provided  with  fub- 
terranean  galleries,  mines,  and  traverfes,  cut  out  of  the 
folid  rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  was  one  of  the  beft  fortified  places  in  Europe,  well 
fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and  provifion ; 
and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have  fuftained  the  moll 
defperate  fiege,  had  it  been  defended  by  a  numerous 
garrifon,  conducted  by  able  engineers,  under  the  eye 
and  aufpices  of  an  active  and  fkilful  commander.  All 
thefe  advantages,  however,  did  not  concur  on  this  oc- 
c?.fion.  The  number  of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  ex 
ceed  four  regiments,  whereas,  the  nature  of  the  works 
required  at  leaft  double  the  number;  and,  even  of  thefe 
above  forty  officers  were  abfent.  The  chief  engineer 
was  rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the  general  him- 
felf  opprefled  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  The  na 
tives  of  the  inland  might  have  been  ferviceable  as  pio 
neers,  or  day-labourers;  but,  from  their  hatred  to  the 
Proteftant  religion,  they  were  generally  averfe  to  the 
Englifh  government,  although  they  had  lived  happily 
and  grown  wealthy  under  its  influence. 

The  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  beat  up  for  vo 
lunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip's  ;  but  few 
or  none  would  inlift  under  his  banners,  and  itfeems  he 
would  not  venture  to  compel  them  into  the  fervice. 
He  recalled  all  his  advanced  parties  ;  and,  in  particu 
lar,  a  company  polled  at  Fornelles,  where  a  fmall  re 
doubt  had  been  raifed  and  five  companies  at  Ciudadella, 
a  poft  fortified  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were 
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now  withdrawn,  as  foon  as  the  enemy  began  to  difem-  CHAP, 
bark  their  forces.  At  the  fame  time  major  Cunning-  (  v- 
ham  was  detached  with  a  party  to  break  down  the 
bridges,  and  break  up  the  roads  between  that  place 
and  St.  Philip's-,  but  the  taik  of  deftroying  the  roads 
could  not  be  performed  in  fuch  a  hurry,  on  account  of 
the  hard  rock  which  runs  along  the  furface  of  the 
ground  through  this  whole  ifland  ;  nor  was  there  time 
to  demolifh  the  town  of  St.  Philip's,  which  flood  fo  near 
the  fort,  that  the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  take  advan 
tage  of  its  neighbourhood.  The  ftreets  ferved  them  for 
trenches,  which  otherwife  could  not  have  been  dug 
through  the  folid  rock.  Here  they  made  a  lodgement 
clofe  to  the  works ;  here  they  found  convenient  bar 
racks  and  quarters  of  rcfrefhment,  mafks  for  their  bat 
teries,  and  an  effectual  cover  for  their  mortars,  and 
bombardiers.  The  general  has  been  blamed  for  leav 
ing  the  town  (landing  ;  but  if  we  confider  his  uncertain 
ty  concerning  the  deftination  of  the  French  armament, 
the  odious  nature  of  fuch  a  precaution,  which  could 
not  fail  to  exafperate  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  executing  fuch  a  fcheme  after  the  firft  appear 
ance  of  the  enemy,  he  will  be  found  excufable,  if  not 
altogether  blamelefs.  Some  houfes  and  windmills 
were  actually  demolifhed,  fo  as  to  clear  the  efplanade 
and  the  approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of  St. 
Philip's  town  was  deftroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carri 
ed  into  the  caftle,  where  they  might  ferve  for  gabions 
and  traverfes.  Five-and-twenty  Minorquin  bakers 
were  hired,  and  a  large  number  of  cattle  brought  into 
the  fort  for  the  benefit  of  the  garrifon.  The  ports  were 
walled  up,  the  pofts  afiigned,  the  centinels  placed,  and 
all  the  different  guards  appointed.  Commodore  Ed- 
gecumbe,  who  then  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon, 
clofe  under  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  failed  away  with  his 
little  fquadron,  confiding  of  the  Chefterfield,  Princefs 
Louifa,  Portland,  and  Dolphin,  after  having  left  all 
his  marines,  a  detachment  from  Gibraltar,  the  whole 
crew  of  the  Porcupine  floop,  and  the  gteater  part  of 
the  Dolphin's,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  fort,  under 
the  immediate  direction  and  command  of  captain 
Scroop,  of  the  Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gallantry, 
offered  himfelf  for  this  fevere  duty,  and  bravely  figna- 
lized  himfelf  during  the  whole  fiege.  The  French  ad 
miral  might  certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  would  have  prevented  the  efcape  of 
thefe  fhips,  and  divers  other  rich  merchant  vefffls, 
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BOOK  which  happened  then  to  be   at  Mahon  ,-  but  in  r.ll  pro- 
1  bability,  they  purpofdy   allowed  them   to  abandon    the 

^"V^  place,  which,  on  any  emergency,  or  affault,  their 
^  '  crews  and  officers  would  have  considerably  reinforced. 
The  enemy  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  great 
extent  of  the  works,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  ; 
from  which  circumftances  they  derived  the  m  oft  fan  - 
guine  hopes  that  the  place  might  be  fuddenly  taken, 
without  the  trouble  of  a  regular  fiege.  Alter  Air. 
Edgccumbe  had  failed  for  Gibraltar,  and  general 
Blakeney  had  ordered  a  (loop  to  be  funk  in  the  cnanntl 
that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French  fquadron  made 
its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the  ifiand;  but,  without 
having  attempted  any  thing  againft  the  fort,  fell  to  lee 
ward  of  Cape  Mola.  Next  day  they  came  in  fieht 
again,  but  fbon  bore  away,  and  never  afterwards,  du 
ring  the  whole  courfe  ofthefiege,  approached  fo  near 
:is  to  give  the  garrifon  the  leaft  difturbance. 

On  the  22d  day  of  April,  the  governor  fent  a  drum 
mer  to  the  French  with  a  letter  general,  defiring  to 
know  his  reafons  for  invading  the  ifiand.  To  this  an 
anfwer  was  returned  by  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  declar 
ing  he  was  come  with  intention  to  reduce  the  ifland 
under  the  dominion  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  by 
way  of  retaliation  for  the  condu6t  of  his  mafter,  who 
had  feized  and  detained  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  kino- 
of  France  and  his  fubjects.  If  we  may  judge  from  the 
firft  operations  of  this  nobleman,  he  was  but  indiffer 
ently  provided  with  engineers  ;  for,  inftead  of  begin 
ning  his  approaches  on  the  fide  of  St.  Philip's  town, 
clofe  by  the  outworks,  where  he  might  have  been 
fcreened  from  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  his  batteries  were 
eredled  at  Cape  Mola,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour, 
where  they  were  more  expofed,  their  fire  much  lefs 
effectual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  of 
any  fervicc.  The  fire  of  St.  Philip's  was  fo  fevere, 
and  the  cannon  fowell  fcrved  on  this  quarter,  that  in  a 
little  time  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change  their 
plan  of  attack,  and  advance  on  the  fide  of  St.  Philip's 
town,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  object  of  their 
confideration,  efpecially  as  they  could  find  little  or  no 
earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and  open  their  trenches  in 
the  ufual  form.  On  the  1 2th  of  May,  about  nine  at 
nictht,  they  opened  two  bomb-batteries,  near  the 
place  where  the  windmills  had  been  deftroyed;  and, 
from  that  period,  an  inceflant  fire  was  kept  up  on  both 
fides,  from  mortar?,  and  cannon,  the  French  cor.tinu- 
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ing  toraife  new  batteries  in   every  fituation  from  whence   CHAP 
they  could  annoy  the  befieged.  Vl 

On  the  I  yth  day  of  the  month,  the  garrifon  were  tranf-  <*"""Y">i' 
ported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  commanded  17S 
by  admiral  Byng;  and  Mr.  Boyd,  commiffary  of  the  ftores, 
ventured  to  embark  in  a  fmall  boat  with  fix  oars,  which 
paffed  from  St.  Stephen's  cove,  a  creek  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  fortification,  through  a  fhower  of  cannon  and  mufke- 
try  from  the  enemy's  poft  on  the  other  fide,  ?.nd  actually 
reached  the  open  fea,  his  defign  being  to  join  the  fquadron ; 
but  this  being  at  a  great  diftance,  ftretching  away  to  the 
fouthward,  and  Mr.  Boyd  perceiving  himfelf  chafed  by  two 
of  the  enemy's  light  veiFels,  he  returned  by  the  fame  route 
to  the  garrifon,  without  having  fuftained  the  leaft  damage. 
A  circumftance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion  of  Mr. 
Byng,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  open  a  communication 
with  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's.  Next  day  the  hopes  of 
the  hefieged,  which  had  prognofticau'd  a  naval  victory  to 
the  Britifh  fquadron,  a  fpeedy  relief  to  themfelves,  and  no 
lefs  than  captivity  to  the  aflailants,  were  confiderably 
damped  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet,  which  quiet 
ly  returned  to  their  ftation  off  the  harbour  of  Mahon.  That 
fame  evening  they  were  told  by  a  dcfertcr,  that  the  Eng 
lifh  fleet  had  been  worfted  in  an  engagement  by  M.  de  la 
GalliiTonniere  ;  and  this  information  was  foon  confirmed 
by  a  general  difcharge,  or  feu  dejole,  through  the  whole 
French  camp,  to  celebrate  the  victory  they  pretended  to 
have  obtained.  How  little  foever  they  had  reafon  to  boaft 
of  any  advantage  in  the  action,  the  retreat  of  the  Englifh 
fquadron  was  undoubtly  equivalent  to  a  victory  :  For  had 
Mr.  Byng  acquired  and  maintained  the  fuperiority  at  fea, 
the  French  forces,  which  had  been  difembarked  in  Minor 
ca,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  obliged  to  furrender 
priforsers  of  war  to  his  Britannic  majefly.  The  cafe  was 
now  much  altered  in  their  favour  :  Their  fquadron  cruiz 
ed  about  the  ifland  without  moleftation  ;  and  they  daily 
received,  by  means  of  their  tranfports,  reinforcements  of 
men  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  conftant  fupplies  of  provi- 
fions. 

The  Englifh  garrifon,  however  mortified  at  finding 
themfelves  thus  abandoned,  refolved  to  acquit  themfelves 
with  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  not  without 
fome  remaining  hope  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  would  be 
reinforced,  and  return  to  their  relief.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  fuftainedand  retorted  the  enemy's  fire  with  undaunt 
ed  refolution.  They  remounted  cannon,  the  carriages  of 
which  had  been  difabled  :  They  removed  them  occafion- 
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BOOK.  a]ly  to  places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they  could  do 
,  ",  the  greateft  execution  :  They  repaired  breaches,  reftored 
J'V'  merlons,  and  laboured  with  furprifmg  alacrity,  even  when 
they  were  furoundedby  the  numerous  batteries  of  the  foe; 
when  their  embrafures,  and  even  the  parapets,  were  demo- 
lifhed,  and  they  flood  expofed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and 
mortars,  but  alfo  to  the  mufquetry,  which  fired  upon  them, 
without  ceafing,  from  the  windows  of  the  houfes  in  the 
town  of  St.  Philip.  By  this  time,  they  were  inverted  with 
an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  plied  inceflamly 
from  fixty-two  battering  cannon,  twenty-one  mortars  and 
four  howitzers,  befides  the  fmall  arms:  Nevertheless,  the 
lofs  of  men  within  the  fortrefs  was  very  inconfiderable,  the 
garrifon  being  moftly  fecured  in  the  fubteranean  works, 
which  were  impenetrable  to  (hells  or  (hot.  By  the  27  th 
day  of  June,  they  had  made  a  practicable  breach  in  one  of 
the  ravelins,  and  damaged  the  other  outworks  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  determined  this  night  to  give  a  general 
'afiault.  Accordingly,  between  the  hours  ot  ten  and  a  ele 
ven,  they  advanced  to  the  attack  from  all  quarters  on  the 
land-fide.  At  the  fame  time  aftrong  detachment,  in  arm 
ed  boats,  attempted  to  force  the  harbour,  and  penetrate 
into  the  creek,  called  St.  Stephen's  Cove,  to  ftorm  Fort 
Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack  upon  Fort  Marlborough, 
on  the  farther  fide  of  the  creek,  the  moft  detached  of  all 
the  outworks.  The  enemy  advanced  with  great  intrepi 
dity,  and  their  commander,  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  is  faid 
to  have  lead  them  up  to  the  works  in  perfon.  Such  an 
alTault  could  not  but  be  attended  with  great  /laughter  : 
They  were  mowed  down,  as  they  approached,  with  grape- 
fliot  and  mufquetry  j  and  feveral  mines  were  fprung  with 
great  effect,  fo  that  the  glacis  was  almofl  covered  with  the 
dying  and  the  dead.  Neverthelefs,  they  perfevered  with 
uncommon  refolution  ;  and,  though  repulfed  on  every  o- 
othcr  fide,  at  length  made  a  lodgement  in  the  Queen's  re 
doubt,  which  had  been  greatly  damaged  by  their  cannon. 
Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this  quarter  was  owing  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  place,  or  to  the  timidity  of  the  defender, 
certain  it  is,  the  enemy  were  in  pofleffion  before  it  was 
known  to  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  :  For  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  JefFeries,  the  fecond  in  command,  who  hadacquit- 
ed  himfelf  fince  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  with  equal  cou 
rage,  fkill,  and  activity,  in  his  vitfiation  of  this  poft,  was 
fuddenly  furrounded  and  taken  by  a  file  of  French  grena 
diers,  at  a  time  when  he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a 
lodgement.  Maior  Cunningham,  who  accompained  him, 
met  with  a  feverer  fate,  though  he  efcaped  captivity  :  He 
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was  run  through  the  arm  with  a  bayonet,  and  the  piece  be-  CHAP. 
ing  difcharged  at  the  fame    time,    mattered  the   bones   of 
his  hand  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  maimed  for  life-  In     ^7* 
this  mocking  condition  he  retired  behind    a  traverfe,  and      175  ' 
was  carried  home   to  his   quarters.     Thus  tha  governor 
was  deprived  of  his  two  principal  afliftants,   one  being  ta 
ken,  and  the  other  difabled. 

The  enemy  having  made  themfelves  matters  of  Anftru- 
ther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts,  from  "which  perhaps  they 
might  have  been  diflodged,  had  a  vigorous  effort  been  made 
for  that  purpofe,  before  they  had  leifure  to  fecure  them 
felves,  the  duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat, 
in  order  to  obtain  permi/Iion  to  bury  the  dead,  and  remove 
the  wounded.  This  requeft  was  granted  with  more  hu 
manity  than  difcretion,  inafmuch  as  the  enemy  took  this 
opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforcemente  of  men  privately 
into  the  places  where  the  lodgements  had  been  made,  and 
thefe  penetrated  into  the  gallery  of  the  mines,  which  com 
municated  with  all  the  other  outworks.  During  this 
mort  cefTation,  general  Blakeney  fummoned  a  council  of 
war,  to  deliberate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  ; 
and  the  majority  declared  for  a  capitulation.  The  works 
were  in  many  places  ruined  ;  the  body  of  the  caftle  was 
mattered ;  many  guns  were  difmounted j  the  embrafures 
and  parapets  demolimed  ;  the  pallifadoes  broke  in  pieces  ; 
the  garrifon  exhaufted  with  hard  duty  and  inceflant  watch 
ing,  and  the  enemy  in  pofTeilion  of  the  fubterranean  com 
munications.  Befides,  the  governor  had  received  informa 
tion  from  prifoners,  that  the  dukede  Richelieu  was  alarmed 
by  a  report  that  the  marfhal  duke  de  Belleifle  would  be  fent 
to  fuperfede  him  in  the  command,  and  for  that  reafon  would 
hazard  another  defperate  aflault,  which  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  the  garrifon  could  not  fuftain.  Thefe 
considerations,  added  to  the  defpair  of  beino;  relieved,  in 
duced  him  to  demand  a  capitulation.  But  this  meafure  was 
not  taken  with  the  unanimous  confentof  the  council.  Some 
officers  obferved,  that  the  garrifon  was  very  little  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  ftill  in  good  fpirits  :  That  no  breach  was  made 
in  the  body  of  thexaftlc,  nor  a  Jingle  cannon  erected  to  bat 
ter  in,  breach  :  That  the  lofs  of  an  outwork  was  never 
deemed  a  fufficicnt  reafon  for  furrendering  fuch  a  fortrefs: 
That  the  counterfcarp  was  not  yet  taken,  nor  on  account 
of  the  rocky  foil,  could  be  taken,  except  by  aflault,  which 
would  coft  the  enemy  a  greater  number  than  they  had  loft 
in  their  late  attempt :  That  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch, 
or  batter  in  breach,  before  the  counterfcarp  mould  he  ta 
ken,  and  even  then  they  tnuft  have  recourfe  to  galleries  before 
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BOOK  they  dould  pafs  the  fofTe,  which  was  furnifhed   with  mines 
nl-       and   countermines:     Finally,  they   fuggefted,  that  in    all 
'-""Y"*1"^  probality  the  Britifh  fquadron   would  be  reinforced,   and 
17&-     fail  hack  to  their  relief;  or,  if  it  fhould   not  return,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  governor  to  defend  the  place  to   extremity, 
without  having  any  regard  to  the  confequences.  Thefe  re- 
Surrender    marks  being  over -ruled,  the  chamade  was  beat,  a  confcr- 
°f  Fjor£  ^  ence  enfued,  and  very  honourable  conditions  were  granted 
to  the  garrifon,  in  confideration  of  the  gallant  defence  th~v 
had  made.     This  it  muft  be  owned  was    vigorous  while  it 
lafted,  as  the  French  general  was   faid  to   have   loft   five 
thoufand  men  in  the  fiege  ;  whereas  the  lofs   of  the  gar 
rifon,  which  at  firft  fell  ihort  of  three  thoufand  men,  did  not 
exceed  one  hundred.     The  capitulation  imported,  that  the 
garrifon  mould  march   out  with  all  the   honours   of  war, 
and  be  conveyed  by  fca  to  Gibraltar.     The    French  were 
put  in  pofleiTion  of  one  gate,  as  well  as    Fort  Charles   and 
Marlborough  redoubt  ;  but  the    Encrlifh  troops   remained 
in  the  other  works  till  the  7th  day  of  July,  when  they  em 
barked.  In  the  mean  time,  reciprocal    civilities   pafied  be 
tween  the  commanders  and  officers  of  both  nations. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  fooner  executed, 
thanMonfieur  de  la  Galiflbnniere  failed  back  to  Toulon, 
with  all  the  prizes  wliich  had  lain  at  anchor  in  the  harbour 
of  Mahon,  fmce  the  fort  of  St.  Philip's  was  firfr  inverted.  In 
all  probability  the  fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  whole  fquadron 
was  owing  to  this  expeditious  retreat  ;  for  in  a  few  days 
after  the  furrender  of  the  fort,  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  fleet, 
augmented  by  five  ihips  of  the  line,  which  had  been  fent 
from  England,  when  the  firfr.  tidings  arrived  of  Minorca's 
being  invaded,  now  made  its  appearance  off  the  ifland ; 
but  by  this  time  Galliflbnniere  was  retired,  and  the  Eng- 
lifh  admiral  had  the  mortification  to  fee  the  French  colours 
flying  upon  St.  Philip's  cattle.  What,  perhaps,  chagrined 
this  gallant  officer  (till  more,  he  was  not  provided  with 
frigates,  floops,  and  fniall  craft  to  cruize  round  the  iiland, 
and  intercept  the  fupplics  which  were  daily  fent  to  the  ene 
my.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  fooner,  he  might  have  dif- 
comfited  the  French  fquadron  ;  but  he  could  not  have 
raifed  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's,  becaufe  the  duke  de  Riche 
lieu  had  received  his  reinforcements,  and  fuch  a  train  of 
artillery  as  no  fortification  could  long  withftand.  Indeed, 
if  the  garrifon  had  been  confiderably  reinforced,  and  the 
communication  with  it  opened  by  fea,  the  defence  wouiJ 
have  been  protracled,  and  fo  many  vigorous  fallies  might 
have  been  made,  that  theafFailants  would  have  had  caufe  ty 
repent  of  their  enterprife. 
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When  the  news  of  this  conqueft  was  brought  to  Ver-  CHAP. 
failles,  by  the  count  of  Egmont,  whom  the  duke  de  Riche-  v- 
lieu  had  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  the  people  of  France  " 
were  tranfported  with  the  moft  extravagant  joy.  Nothing 
was  feen  but  triumphs  and  proceffions ;  nothing  heard  but 
anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperbolical  encomiums 
upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was  celebrated  in  a 
thoufand  poems  and  ftudied  orations  ;  while  the  conduct 
of  the  Englifh  was  vilified  and  ridiculed  in  ballads,  farces, 
and  pafquinades.  Nothing  more  argues  the  degeneracy  of  a 
warlike  nation  than  the  pride  of  fuch  mean  triumph  for  an 
advantage,  which,  in  more  vigorous  times,  would  fcarce 
have  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ceremony  of  a  Te  Deum 
Laudamus.  Nor  is  this  childifh  exultation,  that  difgraces 
the  laurels  of  victory,  confined  to  the  kingdom  of  France. 
Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that  even  the  fubje&S  of  Great 
Britain  are  apt  to  be  elevated  by  fuccefs  into  an  illiberal 
infolence  of  felf-applaufe,  and  contemptuous  comparifon. 
This  muft  be  condemned  as  a  proof  of  irnmanly  arrogance, 
and  abfurd  felf-conceit,  by  all  thofe  who  coolly  reflect,  that 
the  events  of  war  generally,  if  not  always,  depend  upon 
the  genius  or  mifconducl:  of  one  individual.  The  lofs  of 
Minorca  was  feverely  felt  in  England,  as  a  national  dif- 
grace  ;  but,  inftead  of  producing  dejection  and  defpondence, 
it  excited  an  univerfal  clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not 
only  againft  Mr.  Byng,  who  had  retreated  from  the  French, 
fquadron  ;  but  alfo  in  reproach  of  the  adminiftratior., 
which  was  taxed  with  having  neglected  the  fecurity  of 
Minorca.  Nay,  fome  politicians  were  inflamed  into  a 
fufpicion,  that  this  important  place  had  been  negatively  be 
trayed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that,  in  cafe  the  arms 
of  Great  Britain  fhould  profperin  other  parts  of  the  world, 
the  French  king  might  have  fome  fort  of  equivalent  to 
reftore  for  the  conquefts  which  fhould  be  abandoned  at 
the  peace.  This  notion,  however,  feems  to  have  been 
conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  which  now  began  to 
appear  with  the  moft  acrimonious  afpecl,  not  only  through 
out  the  united  kingdoms  in  general,  but  even  in  the  fo- 
vereign's  councils. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difappointed  in  his  hope  of 
encountering  La  Galiflbnniere,  and  relieving  the  Englifh 
garrifon  of  St.  Philip's,  at  leaft  aflerted  the  empire  of  Grreat 
Britain  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  annoying  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy,  and  blocking  up  their  fquadron  in  the  har 
bour  of  Toulon.  Underftanding  that  the  Auftrian  govern 
ment  at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifh  privateer,  and 
imprifoned  the  captain,  on  pretence  that  he  had  violated 
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BOOK    the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached  two  fhips  of  war  to 
infift,   in   a  peremptory    manner   on    the   releafe  of  the 

^^Y"*^  fliip's  effects,  crew,  and  captain  ;  and  they  thought  proper 
J756-  to  comply  with  his  demand,  even  without  waiting  for  or 
ders  from  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  perfon  in  whofe  be 
half  the  Admiral  thus  interpofed,  was  one  Fortunatus 
Wright,  a  native  of  Liverpool ;  who,  though  a  ftranger  to 
a  fea-life,  had,  in  the  laft  war,  equipped  a  privateer,  and 
diitinguimed  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  his  uncommon 
vigilance  and  valour,  that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a 
command  fuitable  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deferved 
as  honourable  a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that 
which  the  French  have  beftowed  upon  their  boafted  Guai 
Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.  An  uncommon  exertion 
offpirit  was  the  occafion  of  his  being  detained  at  this 
juncture.  While  he  lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Leg 
horn,  commander  of  the  St.  George  privateer  ofLiverpool, 
a  fmall  fhip  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty  men,  a  large  French 
xebeque,  mounted  with  fixteen  cannon,  and  nearly  three 
times  the  number  of  his  complement,  chofe  her  ftation  in 
view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  Britim  com 
merce.  The  gallant  Wright  could  not  endure  this  infult : 
Notwithstanding  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in  metal  and 
number  of  men,  he  weighed  anchor,  hoifted  his  fails,  enga 
ged  him  within  fight  of  the  more,  and  after  a  very  obfti- 
nate  difpute,  in  which  the  captain,  lieutenant,  and  above 
threefcore  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  were  kill 
ed  on  the  fpot,  he  obliged  them  to  fheer  off,  and  returned 
to  the  harbour  in  triumph.  This  brave  corfair  would,  no 
doubt,  have  fignalized  himfelf  by  many  other  exploits 
had  not  he,  in  the  fequel,  been  overtaken,  in  the  midft  of 
his  career,  by  a  dreadful  ftorm,  in  which  the  (hip  founder 
ing,  he  and  all  his  crew  perifhed. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  fcoured  the  Mediterra 
nean,  and  infulted  the  enemy's  ports,  returned  with 
the  homeward  bound  trade  to  Gibraltar;  from  whence 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  he  fet  fail  for  Eng 
land  with  part  of  his  fquadron,  leaving  the  reft  in  that 
bay,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  which  in 
thofc  parts  foon  besan  to  fufrer  extremely  from  French 
privateer?,  that  now  fv/armed  in  the  Mediterranean. 
General  Blakeney  had  arrived,  with  the  garrifon  of 
Minorca,  at  Portfmouth  in  the  month  of  November, 
and  been  received  with  expreffions  of  tumultuous  joy: 
Every  place  through  which  he  pa/Ted  celebrated  his  re 
turn  with  bonfires,  illuminations,  bell-ringing,  and 
acclamations  :  Every  mouth  was  opened  in  his  praife, 
extolling  him  for  the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in 
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in  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's  vc-  c  H  A  P. 
neration  for  Blakeney,  increafed  in  proportion  to  their 
abhorrence  of  Byng:  The  firft  was  lifted  into  an  idol 
of  admiration,  while  the  other  funk  into  an  object  of 
reproach  ;  and  they  were  viewed  at  different  ends  of  a 
falfe  perfpective,  through  the  medium  of  prejudice  and 
paffion  ;  of  a  perfpeclive  artfully  contrived,  and  appli 
ed  by  certain  ministers  for  the  purpofes  of  felf- inter  eft 
and  deceit.  The  fovereign  is  faid  to  have  been  influ 
enced  by  the  prepofTeffion  of  the  fervant.  Mr.  Blake 
ney  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from  his  majefty, 
who  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irilh  baron,  in  con- 
fideration  of  his  faithful  fervices,  while  fome  malcon 
tents  murmured  at  this  mark  of  favour,  as  an  unreafon- 
able  facrifice  to  popular  mifapprehenfion. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  government  in  England  feem  to  have  been  chiefly 
dictated  by  the  dread  of  an  invafion,  from  which  the 
minifters  did  not  think  themfelves  fecured  by  the  guard 
fhips  and  cruizers  on  different  parts  of  thecoaft,  or  the 
ftanding  army  of  the  kingdom,  though  reinforced  by 
the  two  bodies  of  German  auxiliaries.  A  confiderable 
number  of  new  troops  was  levied  :  The  fuccefs  in  re 
cruiting  was  not  only  promoted  by  the  landholders 
throughout  the  kingdom,  who  thought  their  eftates 
were  at  ftake,  and  for  that  reafon  encouraged  their  de 
pendants  to  engage  in  the  fervice,  but  alfo  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  a  dearth  of  corn,  which  reduced  the 
lower  clafs  of  labourers  to  fuch  diftrefs  that  fome  infur- 
reclions  were  raifed,  and  many  inlifted  with  a  view  to 
obtain  a  livelihood,  which  otherwife  they  could  not 
earn.  New  fhips  of  war  were  built,  and  daily  put  in 
commiffion,  but  it  was  found  impracticable  to  man  them 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  odious  and  illegal  prac 
tice  of imprefling  failors,  which  muft  always  be  a  re 
proach  to  every  free  people.  Notwithftanding  large 
bounties,  granted  by  the  government  to  volunteers,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  all  (hip 
ping,  and  imprefs  all  the  feamen  that  could  be  found, 
without  any  regard  to  former  protections  ;  fo  that  all 
the  merchant  fhips  were  ftripped  of  their  hands,  and  fo 
reign  commerce  for  fome  time  wholly  fufpended. 
Nay,  the  expedient  of  compelling  men  into  the  fervice 
was  carried  to  an  unufual  degree  of  oppreffion ;  for 
rewards  were  publicly  offered  to  thofe  who  fliould  dif- 
cover  where  any  feamen  lay  concealed  :  So  that  thofe 
unhappy  people  were  in  fome  refpecls  treated  like  fe- 
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BOOK  Ions,  dragged  from  their  families  and  connections  tov 
!IL       confinement,  mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  ofF 

^*Y*S"1'  from  the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps, 
*'50'  at  the  expence  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  help 
ed  to  preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country*. 
About  eighty  {hips  of  the  line,  and  threefcore  fri 
gates,  where  already  epuipped,and  confiderable  bodies 
of  land  forces  afTembled,  when  on  the  3d  day  of  Febru 
ary,  a  proclamation  was  efTued,  requiring  all  officers, 
civil  and  military,  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  any  ho- 
fteil  attempt  to  bnd  upon  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom,  im 
mediately  to  caufe  all  horfes,  oxen,  or  cattle-  which 
might  be  fit  for  draft  or  burden,  and  not  actually  em 
ployed  in  the  king's  fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  alfo  (  fo  far  as  might  be  pratSticabte)  all  o- 
ther  cattle  and  provitions,  to  be  driven  and  removed 
twenty  miles  at  leaft  from  the  place  where  fuch  hoftile 
attempt  (hould  be  made,  and  to  fecure  the  fame,  fo  as 
that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power  of  thofe 
who  ihould  make  fuch  attempt  ;  regard  being  had, 
however  that  the  refpe£tive  owners  fhould  fuffer  as 
little  damage  as  might  be  conliftent  with  the  public 
fafety. 

As  the  miniftry  were  determined  to  make  their  chief 
efforts  againfr.  the  enemy  in  North-America,  where  the 
firft  hoftilities  had  been  committed,  and  where  the  ftron- 
ge(t  impreffions  could  be  made,  a  detachment  of  two 
regiments  was  fent  thither  under  the  conduit  of  ge 
neral  Abercrombie,  appointed  as  fuccefibr  to  general- 
Shirley,  whom  they  had  ercalled,  as  a  perf  on  noways 
qualified  to  conduit  military  operations :  Nor,  indeed, 
could  any  ufccefs  in  war  be  expected  from  a  man  who 
had  not  been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  acted  but  in  a 
civil  capacity.  But  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  America  was  conferred  upon  the  earl  of  Lou- 
don,  a  nobleman  of  amiable  character,  who  had  already 
ciiltinguifhed  himfelt  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  O- 
vcr  and  about  his  command,  he  was  now  appointed  go 
vernor  of  Virginia,  and  colonel  of  a  royal  American 

*  At  this  j  uncture  a  number  of  public  fpirited  merchants  of  the  city  of 
L. oilcan,  and  others,  formed  themfelves  in  a  very  laudable  aflbciation, 
under  the  name  of  the  Maiii.c  iiocieiy,  and  contributed  confiderable  fums 
«f  money  for  equipping  fuch  orphans,  friendlefs  and  forlorn  boys,  as- 
•wrc  willing  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  In  confequence  of 
tiiii  excellent  plan,  which  was  executed  with  equal  zeal  and  diicretion^ 
many  tiioufands  were  rcfcued  from  mifery,  and  rendered  ufeful  members- 
ef  that  fnciety,  of  which  they  muft  have  biren  the  bane  and  the  reproach, 
•w.itlvo'ut  this  humane  interpolation. 
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regiment,  confifting  of  four  battalions,  to  be   raifed    in  C  H  A  P. 
that  country,  and  difciplined  by  officers  of    experience,        V- 
invited   from  foreign  fervice.     Mr.  Ambercrombie   fet 
fail  for  America  in  March  ;   but   the  earl   of  Loudon, 
who  directed  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations,  and   was 
veiled  with    power  and  authority  little  inferior  to  thofe 
of  a  viceroy,    did   not  embark  till  the    latter  end  of 
May. 

All  thefe  previous  meafures  being  taken,  his  majefty, 
in  the  courfe  oj  the  fame  month,  thought  proper  to  pub- 
lifh  a  declaration  of  war  *  againft  the  French  king, 
importing,  That,  fince  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapclle, 
the  ufurpations  and  encroachments  made  upon  the  Bri- 


*  V*  hen  the  French  ambaffador  returned  to  London,  he  propofed  that 
orders  fhould  be  immediately  dil'patchedto  the  Englifb  governors  in  Ameri 
ca,  with  exprefs  orders  to  defift  from  any  new  undertaking,  and  all  acts  of 
hoftility  j  but  with  regard  the  lands  on  the  Ohio,  to  put,  without  dday, 
matters  on  the  fame  footing  on  which  they  ftood  before  the  late  war,  that 
the  refpective  claims  of  both  nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  the 
cornmiffaries  at  Paris,  the  Briti'fh  court  agreed  to  the  ceffation  of  hofti- 
lities,  and  the  difcufiion  of  the  difputes  by  theminiftersof  the  two  crowns, 
on  condition  that  all  the  poffeflioas  in  America  fhould  be  previo'.ifly  put  in 
thefituation  prefcibed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  The  French  miniftry,  inftead  of  complying  with  this  condi 
tion,  produced  an  evalivc  draft  ofa  preliminary  convention,  and  this  was 
anfwered  by  a  counter-  propofal.  At  length  the  ambaffador  <?f  France  de 
manded,  as  preliminary  conditions,  that  Great  Britain  would  renounce  all 
claim  to  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  the  lakes  that  dif- 
charge  themfelves  into  that  river  $  cede  to  the  Franch  twenty  leagues  of 
country  lying  along  the  bay  of  Fundy,  which  divides  Acadia,  or  Nova 
Scotia  ;  and  all  the  land  between  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Ouabache.  A  me 
morial  was  afterwards  preferred  on  the  fame  fubjccl,  including  the  affair 
of  the  neutral  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  but  this  was  amply  refuted  in 
another  piece,  in  which  the  Britifh  miniftry  obferved,  that  even  at  the- 
very  opening  of  the  com  miffion  eftabliihed  in  Paris,  for  terminating  ami 
cably  the  difputes  in  North  America,  erected  three  forts  in  the  heart  of  that 
province,  and  would  have  deftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement  at  Halifax,  had 
not  they  been  prevented  •.  That  the  like  hoftilities  were  committed  upon 
his  Britannic  majefty's  fubjecls  on  the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes,  where  the 
governors  appointed  by  the  French  king,  wrhout  any  rtiadow  of  right, 
prohibited  the  Englifh  from  trading  ;  feized  their  traders  by  force,  and 
lent  them  prifoners  to  France  ;  invaded  the  territories  Virginia,  attacked  a 
fort  that  covered  its  frontiers,  and,  to  kcure  their  ufurpations,  erefted, 
with  an  armed  force,  a  ihain  of  forts  on  the  lands  which  they  had  inva 
ded  :  That  this  Britannic  majefty  had  complained  of  thefe  hoftilities  to  the 
•court  of  Verfailes,  but  without  effecT:  ;  fo  that  he  found  himfclf  obliged  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fubjects  ;  and,  as  the  encroachments  made 
by  France  were  hoftile,  it  could  never  be  unlawful,  or  irreconcilable 
with  the  aflurance  of  his  majefty's  peaceable  difpofition,  to  repel  an  ag- 
greflor  ;  and  that  the  fame  motive  of  felf-defence  had  forced  him  to  feizc 
the  French  fliips  and  failors,  in  order  to  deprive  the  court  of  the  means  of 
making  an  invafion,  with  which  their  miniftersin  all  the  courts  of  Europe 
had  menaced  England  , 


30  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK   tifh  territories  in    America  had  been  notorious  :  That 
his  Britannic  majefty  had,  in  divers  ferious    reprefenta- 

V-"Y^  tions  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  complained  of  thefe  re- 
17-j6'  peated  acts  of  violence,  and  demanded  fatisfaction  ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  affurances  given  by  the 
French  king,  that  every  thing  fhould  be  fettled  agreea 
bly  to  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns, 
and  particularly  that  the  evacuation  of  the  four  neutral 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhould  be  effected,  the  exe 
cution  of  thefe  aflurances,  and  of  the  treaties  on  which 
they  were  founded,  had  been  evaded  under  the  moft 
frivolous  pretences :  That  the  unjuftifiable  practices  of 
the  French  governors,  and  officers  acting  under  their 
authority,  were  ftill  continued,  until  they  broke  in  open 
acts  of  hoftility  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-four  ;  when,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  with 
out  any  declaration  of  war,  without  any  previous  no 
tice  given,  or  application  made,  a  body  of  French 
troops,  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  the  French 
king's  commiffion,  attacked  in  an  hoftile  manner,  and 
took  pofTeffion  of  an  Englifh  fort  on  the  river  Ohio  in 
North-America  :  The  great  naval  armaments  were 
prepared  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  a  confiderable  bo 
dy  of  French  troops  embarked  for  that  country  :  That 
although  the  French  ambaffador  was  fent  back  to  Eng 
land  with  fpecious  profeffions  of  a  defire  to  accommo 
date  thefe  differences,  it  appeared  their  real  defign  was 
only  to  amufe,  and  gain  time  for  the  paffage  of  thefe 
fupplies  and  reinforcements,  which  they  hoped  would 
fecure  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  forces  in  America, 
and  enable  them  to  carry  their  ambition  and  oppreffive 
projects  into  execution  :  That,  in  confequence  of  the 
juft  and  neceffary  meafures  taken  by  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  for  preventing  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  dangerous 
defign,  the  French  ambaffador  was  immediately  recall 
ed  from  England,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  were 
enlarged,  great  bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to  the 
fea-coafts  of  France,  and  Britifh  dominions  threatened 
with  an  invalion  :  That  though  the  king  of  England, 
in  order  to  frustrate  thefe  intentions,  had  given  orders 
for  feizing  at  fea  the  fbips  of  the  French  king  and  his 
fubjedts,  yet  he  had  hitherto  contented  himfelt  with  de 
taining  thofe  fhips  which  had  been  taken,  and  preferv- 
ing  their  cargoes  entire,  without  proceeding  to  confif- 
cation;  but  it  being  at  laft  evident,  from  the  hoiKle 
invafion  of  Minorca,  that  the'courc  of  Verfailles  was  de 
termined  to  reject  all  propofals  of  accommodation,  and 
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carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmoft  violence,   his    Britannic  C  H  -A  P 
majefty  could   no  longer,  confidently  with  the   honour  of 
his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjects,  remain  within  <*"*"Y^W^ 
thofe  bounds,  which,  from  a  defire  of  peace,  he  had  hither-      '7S6- 
to  obferved.     A  denunciation  or  war  followed  in  the  ufual 
form,  and  was  concluded  vith  an   aflurance,   that   all   the 
French  fubj  eels  refiding    in   Great   Britain   and   Ireland, 
who  fhould  demean  themfelvef.  dutifully  to  the  government, 
might  depend  upon  its  protection,  and  be  fafe  in  their  per- 
fons  and  effects. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  French  king  declared 
war  in  his  turn  againft  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  his  de 
claration  was  couched  in  terms  of  uncommon  afperity.  He 
artfully  threw  a  fhade  over  the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in 
North- America,  referring  to  a  memorial  which  had  been 
delivered  to  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe,  containing  a  fum- 
mary  of  thofe  facts  which  related  to  the  prefent  war,  and 
the  negociations  by  which  it  had  been  preceded.  He  in- 
fiftedonthe  attack  made  by  the  king  of  England,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  on  the 
French  poffeffions  in  North  America  ;  and  afterwards  by 
the  Englifh  navy  on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
French  fubjecls,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  di 
rect  violation  of  treaties.  He  complained  that  the  French 
foldiers  and  failors  underwent  the  harfheft  treatment  in  the 
Britifh  ifles,  exceeding  thofe  bounds  which  are  prefcribed 
to  the  moft  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the  law  of  nature, 
and  common  humanity.  He  affirmed,  that  while  the  Eng- 
liih  miniftry,  under  the  appearance  of  fincerity,  impofed 
upon  the  French  ambaffador  with  falfe  proteftations,  orders 
diametrically  oppofite  to  thefe  deceitful  affurances  of  a 
fpeedy  accommodation  were  actually  carrying  into  execu 
tion  in  North- America  ;  That  while  the  court  of  Lon 
don,  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  fquandered  away 
the  fubfidies  of  England,  to  inftigate  other  powers  againft 
France,  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  did  not  even  afk  of 
thofe  powers  the  fuccours  which  guarantees  and  defenfive 
treaties  authorifed  him  to  demand  ;  but  recommended  to 
them  fuch  meafures  only  as  tended  to  their  own  peace  and 
fecurity  :  That  while  the  Englifh  navy,  by  .the  moft  odi 
ous  violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vileft  artifices,,  made 
captures  of  French  veffels,  navigating  in  full  fecurity  un 
der  the  fafeguard  of  public  faith,  his  moft  chriftian  maje 
fty  releafed  an  Englifh  frigate  taken  by  a  French  fquadron, 
and  Britifti  veffels  traded  to  the  ports  of  France  without 
moleftation  :  That  the  ftriking  contract  formed  by  thefe 
different  methods  of  proceeding  would  convince  all  Europe 
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BOOK  that  orre  court  was  guided  by  motives   of  jealoufy,   ambi- 
tion,  and  avarice  ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  other   was 


founded  on  principles  of  honour,  juftice,  and  moderation: 
»7-5<5.  That  the  vague  imputations  contained  in  the  king  of  Eng 
land's  declaration,  had  in  reality  no  foundation  ;  and  the 
very  manner  in  which  they  were  fet  forth  would  prove 
their  futility  and  falfehood  :  That  the  mention  made  of  the 
works  at  Dunkirk,  and  the  troops  aflembled  on  the  coafts 
of  the  ocean,  implied  the  moft  grofs  attempt  to  deceive 
mankind  into  a  belief,  that  thefe  were  the  points  which  de 
termined  the  king  of  England  to  iflue  orders  for  feizing 
the  French  veflels  ;  whereas,  the  works  at  Dunkirk  were 
not  begun  till  after  two  French  fhips  of  war  had  been  ta 
ken  by  an  Englifh  fquadron  ;  and  depredations  had  been 
committed  fix  months  upon  the  fubje£ts  of  France  before 
the  firft  battalions  began  their  march  for  the  fea-fide.  In 
a  word,  the  moft  Chriftian  king,  laying  afide  that  polite- 
nefs  and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value  themfelves 
above  all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  very  round 
ly  taxes  his  brother  monarch's  adminiftration  with  piracy, 
perfidy,  inhumanity,  and  deceit.  A  charge  conveyed  in 
iuch  reproachful  terms,  againft  one  of  the  moft  refpeftable 
crowned  heads  in  Europe,  will  appear  the  more  extraordi 
nary  and  injurious,  if  we  confider  that  the  accufers  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  falfity  of  their  own  imputations, 
and  at  the  fame  timeconfcious  of  having  pra&ifed  thofe 
very  arts  which  they  affected  fo  much  to  decry.  For,  af 
ter  all,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  nothing  could  bejuftly  urged 
againft  the  Englifh  government,  with  refpecl:  to  France, 
except  the  omiffion  of  a  mere  form,  which  other  nations 
ifiight  interpret  into  an  irregularity,  but  could  not  conftrue 
into  perfidious  dealing,  as  the  French  had  previoufly  vio 
lated  the  peace  by  their  infolence  and  encroachments. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of  other  nations, 
certain  it  is,  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain  heartily  approv 
ed  of  the  hoftilities  committed  and  intended  againft  a  peo 
ple,  whom  they  have  always  confidered  as  their  natural 
enemies,  and  the  incendiaries  of  Europe.  They  cheerful 
ly  contributed  to  the  expence  of  armaments*,  and  feemed 
to  approve  of  their  deftination,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
\vipeoffthedifgracestheyhadfuftainedin  the  defeat  of 

*  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  French  fhips  and  cargoes 
which  had  been  taken  were  tried,  and  condemned  as  legal  prizes,  expofed  to 
public  fak,  and  their  produce  lodged  in  the  Bank;  but  in  what  manner  this 
money,  amounting  to  a  large  fum,  was  diitributed  or  employed,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  ditcover. 
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Braddock,  and  the  lofs  of  Minorca.     The   laft   everrt  CHAP, 
made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  the  commu 
nity.     An  addrefs  was  pro  fen  ted  to  the  king  by  the  lord 
mayor,    aldermen,    and  common-council    of  London, 
containing  ftrong  hints  to  the  difadvantage  of  the   mi- 
niftry.      They   exprefled  their  apprehcnfion,   that   the 
lofs  of  the  important   fortrefs  of  St.  Philip  and    ifland 
of  Minorca,  poffeflions    of  the    utmoft  confequence  to 
the   commerce  and    naval  ftrength  of  Great  Britain, 
without  any  attempt  by  timely  and  effectual    fuccours 
to  prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,   after  fuch  early  notice 
of  the    enemy's     intentions,   and   when  his    m?jcir.y's 
navy  was  fo  evidently  fuperior  to   their's,  would  be   an 
indeliable  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  BiitiJh  nation. 
They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent   danger  to    which 
the  Britifh  pofieiTions  in  America  were  expofed,  by  the 
mifmanagement  and  delays  which  had  attended  the   de 
fence  of  thcfe  invaluable  colonies,  the  object  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  the  principal  fource  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength 
of  thefa  kingdoms.     They  lamented  the  want  of  a  con- 
ftitutional  well  regulated  militia,  the   moft  natural  and 
certain  defence  againit  all  invaders  whatfoever.     They 
fignified  their  hope,  that   the  authors  of  the  late   lofTes 
and  di (appointments  would  be  detected,  and  brought  to 
condign  puniihrnejnt  :  That  his  mojefty's  known  inten 
tions  of  protecting  and  cltfei .cling  his    fubjcdcs  in    their 
rights  and  pdflemons  might  be  faithfully  and  vigoroufly 
carried  into  execution  ;  and  the  large  fupplies,  fo  necef- 
farily  demanded,  and  fochearfully  granted,  might  be  re- 
lijioufly  applied  to  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms,  their 
colonies,  and  their  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  annoy 
ance,  of  their  inveterate  and  perfidious  enemies,  the  o;j- 
ly  fure   means  of  obtaining   a    lafring    and    honourable 
peace.     In  anfvver    to   this    addrefs,   the   king  allured 
them,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  dojuilice  upon  any  per- 
fons  who  ihould  have  been  wanting  in    their    duty  to 
him  and  their   country  ;  to  enforce  obedience  and   dif- 
cipline  in  his  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  to  fupport  the  au 
thority  and  refpect   due'  to   his  government.     Remon- 
fl ranees  of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  different 
counties  and  corporations  ;  and  the  populace   clamour 
ed  aloud  for  enquiry  and  juftice. 

The  firft  victim  offered  to  the  enraged  multitude 
was  the  unfortunate  general  Fowke,  who  had  been  de 
puty-governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  behaved  with  remark 
able  conduct  and  integrity  in  the  exercife  of  that  im 
portant  office,  till  that  period  when  he  fell  under  the 
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BOOK  difpleafure  of  the  government.     He  was  now  brought 
Ill-       to  trial  before  a  board  of  general  officers,  and  accufed 
of  having   difobeyed  the    orders  he   had  received  from 
the  fecretary  of  war  in  three  fucceflive  letters*,  touch 
ing  the  relief  of  Minorca.  Mr.  Fovvke   alledged  in  his 

*    To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  cr,  in  bh  abfence,  to  the  commander   tnCkief  in  ih 
Majijift  garrifon  of   Gibraltar. 

SIR,  War-Office,  Marchzi,  1756. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  majefty's  pleafure  that 
you  receive  into  your  garrifon  lord  Robert  Bertie's  regiment,  to  do  duty  there 
and  in  cafe  you  (hould  apprehend  that  the  French  intend  to  make  any  at 
tempt  upon  his  majefty's  ifland  of  Minorca,  it  is  his  mejeity's  pleafure, 
that  you  make  a  detachment  out  of  the  troops  in  year  garrifon  equal  tea 
battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major ;  fuchlieu- 
tenant-colonel  and  major  to  be  the  eldeft:  in  your  garrifon  to  be  put  on 
board  the  fleet  for  the  r  lief  of  Minorca,  as  the  admiral  fliall  think  expe 
dient,  who  is  to  carry  them  to  the  laid  ifland.  I  am, 

Yeur  humble  fervunt,  B. 

To  Limr.  Ge>i.  Fowke,  cr,    ia    bis  at/face,  ta  the   Commander  in  Chief  at 

Gibraltar. 

S  I  R.  War- Office,  March  25,   1756. 

1  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  majefty's  pleafure,  in 
cifc  tb.eiiland  of  Minorca  ihould  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being  attacked, 
t.i2t  you  make  a  detachment  from  the  troops  in  your  garrifon  equal  to  a 
battalion,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  forthe  relief  of 
that  placj,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet  at  the  aifpotition  of  the  admi 
ral  :  iuch  lieutenant-colonel  and  rmjor  to  bs  the  eldeft  in  your  garrrifon; 

To  Lliut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  b'n  abfen;e,   to  the  Commander  in   Cl'icf  in  tit 

Mjjijly' s  garnjfjn  in  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  War-Office,  April  i,  1756. 

It  is  his  majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  receive  into  your  garrifon  the 
women  and  children  belonging  to  lurd  Robert  Bertie's  regiment. 

To  Lieut.  Gen    Fowke,  or  the  Commander  in  Ckief  a;  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  fyiir-Ofilcf,  May  iz,   1756. 

I  wrot:  to  you  by  general  Stewart :  If  that  order  is  not  complied  with, 
then  you  arc  now  to  :nake  a  detachment  of  feven  hundred  men  out  of  your 
own  regiment  and  Guile's  and  alfo  another  detachment  out  of  I'ulteney's 
and  Panmute's  regiments,  and  fend  them  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief 
of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  has  been  complied  with,  then  you  are  to 
make  only  one  detachment  of  feven  hundred  men,  to  be  commanded  by 
anorheriicutenant-colonel  and  majjrand  to  fend  it  to  Mahon  ;  and  you  are 
alfo  to  detain  all  fuch  empty  veflels  as  fliall  come  into  your  harbour,  and 
keep  them  in  readincfs  for  any  further  tranfportation  of  troops.  I  have 
alfo  his  Royal  Hicjhnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  commands,  to  defin: 
that  you  will  keep  your  garrifon  as  alert  as  poffible  during  this  critical 
time,  and  gh;p  fiich  other  affiftance  a*  may  be  in  your  power  for  the  re 
lief  of  Minorca  5  taking  care,  however,  not  to  fatigue  or  endanger  your 
t»wn  garrifon. 
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own  defence,  that  the  orders  were  conf'ufed  and  con_  C  H  A  P- 
tradi&ory,  and  implied  a  difcretionary  power  :  That  V' 
the  whole  number  of  his  garrifon  did  not  exceed  two  ""V^ 
thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  after  he  had  fparod  two  I75  " 
hundred  and  feventy-five  to  the  (hips  commanded  by 
Mr.  Eclgecumbe  :  That  the  ordinary  duty  of  the  gar. 
rifon  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whole  number 
was  not  fufficient  for  three  reliefs  :  That,  if  he  had  de 
tached  a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he  fhould  not 
have  had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time  when  he  believ 
ed  the  place  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  for  good 
reafons,  which  he  did  not  think  himfelfat  lib  erty  to 
mention:  That  his  orders  being  doubtful,  he  held  a 
council  of  war,  which  was  of  opinion,  that  as  undoubt 
ed  intelligence  was  received  of  the  French  army's  being 
landed  at  Minorca,  to  the  number  of  between  thirteen 
and  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and  that  a  French  fquadron 
of  fixteen  (hips  was  ftationed  off  tbe  harbour,  the 
fending  a  detachment  equal  to  a  battalion  from  Gibral 
tar  would  be  an  ineffectual  fupply  for  the  relief  of  the 
place,  and  a  weakening  of  the  garrifon  from  which  they 
muft  be  fent.  He  obferved,  that  fuppofing  the  orders 
to  have  been  pofitive,  and  feven  hundred  men  detached 
to  Minorca,  the  number  remaining  at  Gibraltar  would 
not  have  exceeded  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix  :  A  deduction  of  feven  hundred  more,  according  to 
the  order  of  May  the  I2th,  would  have  left  a  remain 
der  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  :  That  the  men  daily 
on  duty  in  the  garrifon,  including  artificers  and  la 
bourers  in  the  king's  works,  amounted  to  eight  hun 
dred  and  thirty-nine;  fo  that  if  he  had  complied  with 
the  orders  as  they  arrived,  he  would  not  have  had  more 
than  feventeen  men  ever  and  above  the  number  ncceiTa- 
ry  for  the  daily  work  of  the  garrifon.  Thus  the  im 
portant  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  mu(r,  at  this  critical  con 
juncture,  have  been  left  almoft  naked  and  defencelefs 
to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  ;  and  had  thofe  detach 
ments  been  actually  fent  a-board,  it  afterwards  appear 
ed  that  they  could  not  have  been  landed  on  the  ifland  of 
Minorca.  The  order  tranfmitted  to  General  Fowke 
to  detain  all  empty  veffels,  for  a  further  tranfportation 
of  troops,  feems  to  have  been  fuperfluous;  for  it  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  he  could  have  occafion  for  them, 
unlefs  to  embark  the  whole  garrifon,  and  abandon  the 
place.  It  feems  likewife  to  have  been  unnecefTary  to 
exhort  the  general  to  keep  his  garaifon  as  alert  as  pof- 
fible,  during  that  critical  time;  inafmuch  as  it  would 
.have  been  impoflible  for  the  men  to  h  ave  enjoyed  the 
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BOOK  lead  rcpofe  or  intermiffion  of  duty,  had  the  orders  been 
punctually  and  literally  obeyed.  What  other  affift- 

V>X"Y"*W^  ance  it  might  have  been  in  the  governor's  power  to 
I/SV*  give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in  what  manner  he 
could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  while  there  was  an 
impoflibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
comprehend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial  was 
rmiihed,  and  the  quellion  put  to  acquit  or  fufpend  for 
one  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided  ;  and  in  fuch 
cafes  the  calling  vote  being  vcfted  in  the  prefident,  he 
threw  it  into  the  fcale  againft  the  prifoner,  whom  his 
majefty  thought  fit  to  difmifsfrom  his  fervice. 

Tranfac-          'jfhe   expectation  of  the   public   was    now  eargerly 

tions  m       turned  towards  America,  the  chief  if  not  the  fole  fcene 

America  .    '  _  r  T 

or  our  military  operations.  Un  the  25m  day  of  June, 
Mr.  Abercrombie  arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier  of 
New-York,  and  afTurred  the  command  of  the  forces 
there  affembled,  coniiftinc;  of  two  regiments  which 
had  ferved  under  B:adl.ck,  two  battalions  raifed  in 
America,  two  regiments  now  tranfported  which  Eng 
land,  four  independent  companies  which  had  been  ma 
ny  years  maintained  in  New- York,  the  New-Jerfey 
regiment,  four  companies  levied  in  North-Carolina, 
and  a  body  of  provincial  forces  raifed  by  the  govern 
ment  of  New-England.  Thofe  to  the  fouthward,  in 
cluding  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  had 
not  yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  operation, 
and  were  moreover  hard  prefled  in  defending  their 
wellern  frontier  from  the  French  and  Indians,  who  in 
fkulkino;  parties,  made  fudden  irrruptions  upon  their 
unguarded  fettlements,  burning,  plundering,  and  maf- 
facrcing  with  the  moft  favage  inhumanity.  As  for 
South-Carolina,  the  proportion  of  negro  Haves  to  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants  was  fo  great  in  that  colo 
ny,  that  the  government  could  not,  with  any  regard 
to  the  fafety  of  the  province,  fpare  any  reinforcement 
for  the  general  entcrprife.  The  plan  of  this  undertak 
ing  had  been-  fettled  the  preceding  year  in  a  council  of 
war  held  at  New-York.  There  it  was  refolved  to  at 
tack  the  fort  of  Niagara,  fituated  between  the  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communica 
tion  between  Canada  and  Louifiana,  and  prevent  the 
French  from  fupporting  their  new  fortrefTes  on  the 
Ohio;  to  reduce  Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point,  fo 
that  the  frontier  of  New- York,  might  be  delivered 
from  the  danger  of  an  invalid!,  and  Great  Britain  be 
come  mailer  of  the  lake  Champlam,  over  which  the 
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forces  might  be  tranfported  in  any  future  attempt;  to  c  H  A  P  , 
befiege  Fort  Du  Quefne  upon  the  Ohio  ;  and  to  detach 
a  body  of  troops  by  the  river  Kennebec,  to  alarm  the 
capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too  extenfive  for  the 
number  of  troops  which  had  been  prepared:  The  fea- 
ibn  was  too  far  advanced  before  the  regiments  arrived 
from  England ;  the  different  colonies  were  divided  in 
their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie  poftponed  the 
execution  of  any  important  fcheme  till  the  arrival  of 
lord  Loudon,  who  was  daily  expected.  The  reafons 
that  delayed  the  reinforcement,  and  detained  his  lord- 
fnip  fo  long,  we  do  not  pretend  to  explain  ;  though 
we  may  be  allowed  to  obierve,  that  many  fair  oppor 
tunities  have  been  loft,  by  the  neglect  and  procraftina- 
tionofan  Englilh  miniftry.  Certain  it  is,  the  unac 
countable  delay  of  this  armament  rendered  it  ufelefs  for 
a  whole  year,  afforded  time  and  leifure  to  the  enemy 
to  take  their  precautions  againft  any  fubfequent  attack, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  to  proceed  unmolefted  in  dif- 
trefling  the  Britiih  fettlements.  Even  before  this  pe 
riod,  they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a  fmall  poft  in  the 
country  of  the  five  nations,  occupied  by  twenty-five 
•li.nglifh.men,  who  were  cruelly  butchered  to,  a  man,  in 
the  midft  of  thofe  Indians  w;'om  Great  Britain  had 
long  numbered  among  her  allies. 

Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  received  intelli 
gence  that  a  confidcrable  convoy  of  provifions  and 
ftores,  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  wouid  in  a  little 
time  fet  out  from  Schenectady,  and  be  conveyed  in 
batteaux  up  the  river  Onondaga,  they  formed  an  am- 
bufcade  among  the  woods  and  thickets  on  the  north  fide 
of  that  river;  "but  underftanding  the  convoy  had  paffed 
before  they  reached  the  place,  they  refolved  to  wait  the 
return  of  the  detachment.  Their  defign,  however, 
was  frustrated  by  the  vigilance  and  valour  of  colonel 
Bradftreet,  who  expected  fuch  an  attempt,  and  had  ta 
ken  his  meafures  accordingly.  On  the  3d  day  of  July, 
while  he  ftemmed  the  ftream  of  the  river  with  his  bat 
teaux,  formed  into  three  divifions,  they  were  fainted 
with  the  Indian  war-whoop,  and  a  general  difcharge 
of  mufquetry  from  the  north  (bore.  Bradftreet  imme 
diately  ordered  his  men  to  land  on  the  oppofite  bank, 
and  with  a  few  of  the  foremoft  took  poffeffion  of  a  fmall 
ifland,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a  party  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that  purpofe  ; 
but  thefe  were  foon  repulfed.  Another  body  having 
paffed  u  mile  higher,  he  advanced  to  them  at  the  head 
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BOOK  of  two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon  them,  fvvord  in  hand 
with  fuch  vigour,  that  many  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  reft  driven  into  the  river  with  fuch  precipita- 
tion,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  them  were  drown 
ed.  Having  received  information  that  a  third  body  of 
them  had  pafled  at  a  ford  ftill  higher,  he  marched  thi 
ther  without  hefitation,  and  purfued  them  to  the  other 
iide,  where  they  were  entirely  routed  and  difperfed. 
In  this  action,  which  lafted  near  three  hours,  about 
feventy  of  the  batteau-men,  were  killed  or  wounded: 
But  the  enemy  loft  double  the  number  killed,  and  a- 
bove  feventy  taken  prifoners.  In  all  probability  the 
whole  detachment  of  French,  amounting  to  feven  hun 
dred  men,  would  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  a  heavy 
rain  interpofed,  and  difabled,  colonel  Bradftreet 
from  following  his  blow ;  for  that  fame  night  he 
was  joined  by  captain  Patten,  with  his  grenadiers, 
in  his  march  from  Oneida  to  Ofwego,  and  next 
morning  reinforced  with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to 
his  affiftance  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego  ;  but  by  this 
time  the  rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the  rain,  that  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  purfue  the  enemy  through 
the  woods  and  thickets.  Patten  and  his  grenadiers  ac 
companied  the  detachment  to  Ofwego,  while  Brad 
ftreet  purfued  his  voyage,  to  Scheneclady,  from  whence 
he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated  to  general 
Abercrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  the 
prifoners,  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  en 
camped  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  lake  Ontario,  pro 
vided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  implements,  to  be- 
fiege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  major-general 
Webb,  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to 
march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief  of  that  garrifon  ; 
but,  before  they  could  be  provided  with  necefiaries, 
the  earl  of  Loudon  arrived  at  the  head-quarters  at  Al 
bany,  on  the  29th  day  of  July.  The  army  at  this 
time  is  faid  to  have  confifted  of  regular  troops  to  the 
number  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred,  about  feven  thou- 
fand  provincials,  fuppofedto  be  in  readinefs  to  march 
from  Fort  William-Henry,  under  the  command  of  ge 
neral  Winflow,  over  and  above  a  confiderable  number 
of  batteau-men  at  Albany  and  Schenectady.  The 
garrifon  at  Ofwego  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  fol- 
diers,  befides  three  hundred  workmen  and  failors,  ei 
ther  in  the  fort,  or  ported  in  fmall  parties  between  the 
fort  and  a  place  called  Burnet's-field,  to  fecure  a  fafe 
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paflage  through  the  country  of  the  fix  nations,  upon  CHAP. 
whofe  friendfhip  there  was  no  longer  any  reliance.  v. 
By  the  beft  accounts  received  of  the  enemy's  force,  *-*~Y"O 
they  had  about  three  thoufand  men  at  Crown  Point  and  »756- 
Ticonderago  upon  the  lake  Champlain  ;  but  their  chief 
ftrength  was  collected  upon  the  banks  of  the  lake  On 
tario,  where  their  purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce 
the  Englifh  fort  at  Ofwego.  The  immediate  object, 
therefore,  of  lord  Loudon's  attention  was  the  relief  of 
this  place ;  but  his  defign  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by 
the  province  of  New-York,  and  other  northern  go 
vernments,  who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  re 
duction  of  Crown  Point,  and  thefecurity  of  their  own 
frontiers,  which  they  apprehended  was  connected  with 
this  conqueft.  They  infifted  upon  Window's  being 
joined  by  fome  regiments  of  regular  troops  before  he 
fhould  march  againft  this  fortrcfs  ;  and  ftipulated  that  a 
body  of  referve  fhould  be  detained  at  Albany,  for  the 
defence  of  that  frontier,  in  cafe  Window  fhould  fail  in 
his  enterprize  and  be  defeated.  At  length  they  agreed 
that  the  regiment  which  Mr.  Abercrombie  had  deftin- 
ed  for  that  purpofe  fhould  be  detached  to  the  relief  of 
Ofwego;  and  on  the  i2th  day  of  Auguft,  major  gene- 
neral  Webb,  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany; 
but  on  his  arrival  at  the  carrying-place,  between  the 
Mohock's  river  and  Wood's-creek,  he  received  the 
difagrecable  news  that  Ofwego  was  taken,  and  the 
garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war.  Mr.  Webb,  appre 
hending  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  be- 
fieging  army,  began  immediately  to  render  the  creek 
impaffable,  even  to  canoes,  by  felling  trees,  and  throw 
ing  them  into  the  ftream ;  while  the  enemy,  ignorant 
of  his  numbers,  and  apprehenfive  of  a  like  vifitation 
from  him,  took  the  very  fame  method  of  preventing 
his  approach:  In  confequence  of  this  apprehenfion,  he 
was  permitted  to  retire  unmolefted. 

The  lofs  of  the  two  fmall  forts,  called  Ontario  and 
Ofwego,  was  a  considerable  national  misfortune.  They 
were  erected  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  lake  Onta 
rio,  ftanding  on  oppofite  fides,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Onondago  river,  that  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  lake, 
and  constituted  a  port  of  great  importance,  where  vef- 
fels  had  been  built,  to  cruife  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a 
kind  of  inland  fea,  and  interrupt  the  commerce  as  well 
as  the  motions  or  defigns  of  the  enemy.  The  garrifon, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  confided  of  fourteen  hun 
dred  men  chiefly  militia  and  new  raifsd  recruits,  un- 
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BOO  K  der  the   command  lieutenant-colonel  Mercer,   an  oHi- 
*  cer  of  courage  and  experience  ;      but    the     fituation 


of  the  forts  was  very  ill  chofen  ;  the  materials  moftly 
timber,  or  logs  of  wood  ;  the  defences  wretchedly  con 
trived,  and  unfinished  ;  and  in  a  word  the  place  alto 
gether  untenable  againft  any  regular  approach.  Such 
were  the  forts  which  the  enemy  wifely  refolved  to  re 
duce.  Being  under  no  apprehenfion  for  Crown-Point, 
they  aflembled  a  body  ef  troops,  confuting  of  thirteen 
hundred  regulars,  feventeen  hundred  Canadians,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  de  Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and 
entcrprifmg  officer,  to  whom  the  conduit  of  the  fiege 
was  entruftcd  by  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  governor 
and  lieutenant-  /^neral  of  New  France.  The  firft  ftep 
taken  by  Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Ofwego  by  water 
with  two  large-  :'.rn;cd  veflels,  and  poft  a  ftrong  body  of 
Canadians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts, 
to  cut  off  al!  communication  of  fuccour  and  intelligence. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and  ftores 
upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them  in  the  bay  of  Nixouri, 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  At  another  creek, 
within  half  u  league  of  Ofwego,  he  creeled  a  battery 
for  the  protection  of  his  vefiels,  and  on  the  the  twelfth 
cay  of  Auguft,  at  midnight,  after  his  difpofitions  had 
been  made,  he  opened  the  trenches  before  Fort  Onta 
rio.  The  gr.rrifon  having  fired  away  all  thsir  {hells 
and  ammunition,  fpiked  up  the  cannon,  and  deferring 
the  fort,  retired  next  day  acrofs  the  river  into  Ofwego, 
which  was  even  more  expcfed  than  thz  other,  cfpecially 
when  the  enemy  had  taken  poflefiion  cf  Ontario,  from 
whence  they  immediately  began  to  fire  without  inter- 
mifHon.  Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth,  kil 
led  by  a  cannon-ball,  the  fort  deicitute  of  all  cover,  the 
officers  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrifon  in  confuii- 
on,  they  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and  furren- 
dered  prifoners  of  war,  on  condition  that  they  fliould  be 
exempted  from  plunder,  conducted  to  Montreal,  and 
treated  with  humanity.  Thefe  conditions,  however, 
the  marquis  did  not  punctually  obferve.  The  Britiih 
officers  and  foldiers  were  infulted  by  the  favage  Indi 
ans,  who  robbed  them  of  their  clothes  and  baggage,  mai- 
facrcd  feveral  men,  as  they  ftood  defence'efs  on  the  pa 
rade,  afiaffinated  lieutenant  de  la  Court,  as  he  lay 
woundetf  in  his  tent,  under  the  protection  of  a  French 
officer,  and  barbarouily  fcalped  all  the  fick  people  in 
the  hofpital  :  Finally  Montcalm,  in  direcl:  violation  of 
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the  articles,  as  well  as  in  contempt  of  common  huma-  CHAP. 
nity,  delivered  up  above  twenty  nun  of  the  garrifon  to  <y_. 
the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  fame  number  they  had  loft 
during  the  fiege  ;  and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  mifera.. 
ble  captives  were  put  to  death  by  thofe  barbarians 
with  the  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  ex 
ecrable  cuftom  of  the  country.  Thofe  who  counte 
nance  the  perpetration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human 
nature  fhudders  with  horror,  ought  to  be  branded  as 
infamous  to  all  pofterity.  Such,  however,  were  the 
trophies  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war,  di- 
ftingiufhed  the  operations  of  a  people  who  pique 
themfelves  upon  politenefs,  and  the  virtues  of  huma 
nity.  The  prifoners  tak-?n  at  Ofwego,  after  having 
been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were  conveyed  in  bat- 
teaux  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reafon  to  com 
plain  of  their  reception  ;  and,  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  they  were  exchanged.  The  viclors  immediate 
ly  demolifhed  the  two  forts  (if  they  deferved  that  de 
nomination)-  in  which  they  found  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  mortars,  with  a 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  warlike  {lores,  and  pro- 
vifion,  befides  two  floops,  and  two  hundred  batteaux, 
which  likewife  fell  into  their  hands.  Such  an  impor 
tant  magazine,  depoilted,  in  a  place  altogether  indefen- 
fible,  and  without  the  reach  of  immediate  fuccour, 
was  a  flagrant  proof  of  egregious  folly,  temerity,  and 
mifconducl:. 

The  earl  of  Loudon,  finding  the  feafon  to  far  advan 
ced  to  admit  of  any  enterprife  againft  the  enemy,  ex 
erted  all  his  endeavours  in  making  preparations  for  an 
early  campaign  in  the  fpring,  in  fecuring  the  frontiers 
of  the  Englifh  colonies,  informing  an  uniform  plan  of 
action,  and  promoting  a  fpirit  of  harmony  among  the 
different  governments,  which  had  been  long  divided 
by  jarring  interefls,  and  other  fources  of  deflention. 
Meanwhile,  the  forts  Edward  and  William  -Henry  were 
put  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence,  and  fecured  with 
numerous  garrifons  ;  and  the  forces  put  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfortable  barracks  were 
built  for  that  purpofe.  Fort.  Grnnvilie,  on  the  confines 
of  Pcnnfylvania,  an  inconfiderable  blockhoufe,  wasfur- 
prifcd  by  a  party  of  French  and  Indians,  who  made  the 
garrifon  prifoners,  confifting  of  two-and-twenty  foldi- 
ers,  with  a  few  women  and  children.  Thefe  they  load 
ed  with  flour  and  proviiion,  and  drove  into  captivi 
ty  ;  but  the  fort  they  reduced  to  allies.  Many  (hock- 
Vol.  III.  G 
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BOOK  ing  murders  were  perpetrated  upon  de  fcncelefs  people 
withoutdiftinclion  of  age  or  lex,  in  different  parts  of  the 

^^V**"^  frontiers  ;  nut  thefc  outrages  were  in  fome  meafure 
balanced  by  the  advantages  refulting  from  a  treaty  of 
peace,  which  the  governor  of  Per.nfylvania  concluded 
with  the  Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell 
upon  the  river  Sufquebanna,  forming,  as  it  were,  a  line 
along  the  fouthern  ftirts  of  the  province.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  governor  of  Virginia  fecured  the  friendship 
and  alliance  of  the  Cheroktcs  and  Catawbas,  two  pow 
erful  nations  adjoining  to  that  colony,  who  were  able 
to  bring  three  thoufand  fighting  men  into  the  field.  AH 
thefe  circumfbinces  confidered,  Oreat  Britain  had  rea- 
fon  to  expect  that  the  enfuiRg  campaign  would  be  vi- 
gorouflv  profecuted  in  America  eipccially  as  a  frefli  re 
inforcement  of  troops,  with  a  great  fupply  of  warlike 
iroreswas  fentto  that  country  in  fourteen  tranfports, 
under  convoy  of  two  fhips  of  war,  which  failed  from 
Cork,  in  Ireland,  about  the  beginning  of  Novem 
ber. 

No  action  of  great  importance  diftinguifhed  the  na 
val  tranfa£rions  of  this  year  on  the  fide  of  America.  In 
the  beginning  of  June,  captain  Spry,  who  commanded 
a  fmall  fquadron,  cruifir;g  offLouifbourg,  in  the  ifland 
of  Cape  Breton,  took  the  Arc-en- Ciel,  a  French  {hip 
of  fifty  guns,  having  on  board  near  fix  hundred  men, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  {lores  and  provifions  for  the 
garrifon.  He  likewife  made  prize  of  another  French 
fh»p,  with  feventy  foldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  two  large  brafs  mortars,  and  other  {lores  of  the 
like  dfteination.  On  the  2yth  day  of  July  Commo 
dore  Holmes,  being  in  the  fame  latitude,  with  two 
large  fhips  and  a  couple  of  {loops,  engaged  two  French 
(hips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  obliged  them  to 
flieer  off,  after  an  obftinate  ciifpute.  A  great  number 
of  privateers  were  equipped  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
the  Weft-India  iflands  belonging  to  the  crown  of  great 
Britain  ;  and  as  thofe  feas  fv/armed  with  French  veflels, 
their  cruizer  proved  very  advatangcous  to  adventurers. 
Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this  year  adled  by  the 
u"n  'n'he  Britifh  arms  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  The  ceflation  of  ho- 
ftilities  between  the  Englifh  and  French  companies  on 
the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though  it  encouraged  Mr.  Clive 
to  vifit  bis  native  country,  was  not  of  Ions;  duration  ; 
for  in  a  few  months  both  fides  recommenced  their  ope 
rations,  no  longer  as  auxiliaries  to  the  princes  of  the 
country,  but  as  principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and 
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commerce.     Major  Launmce,  who  now  enjoyed   the  C  H  A  P. 
chief  command  of  the  Englifh  forces,  obtained  divers  «*^v 
advantages  over  the  enemy  ;  and  profecuted  his  fuccefs     **^7* 
with  fuch  vigour,  as,  in  all  probability,  would  in  a  little 
time  have  terminated  the  war  according  to  his  own 
wifh,  when  the   progrefs  of  his   arms  was  interrupted 
and  fufpended  by  an  unfortunate  event  at  Calcutta,  the 
caufeof  which  is  not  eafily  explained  ;  for  extraordinary 
pains  have  been  taken  to  throw  a  veil  over  fome  tranf- 
actions,  from  whence  this  calamity  was  immediately  or 
remotely  derived. 

The  old  fuba  or  viceroy  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa,  dying  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  was  f.tcceeded 
by  his  adopted  fon,  Sur  Raja  al  Dowlat,  a  young  man 
of  violent  paffions,  without  principle,  fortitude,  or  good 
faith,  who  began  his  adminiftration  with  acts  of  perfidy 
and  violence.  In  all  probability,  his  defign  againft  the 
Englifh  fettlements  was  fuggefted  by  his  rapacious  dif- 
pofition,  on  a  belief  that  they  abounded  with  treafure; 
as  the  pretences  which  he  ufed  for  commencing  hofti- 
lities  were  altogether  inconfiftent,  falfe,  and  frivolous. 
I  n  the  month  of  May,  he  caufsd  the  Englifh  factory  at 
Caffimbuzar  to  be  inverted  ;  and  inviting  Mr.  Watts, 
the  chief  of  the  factory,  to  a  conference,  under  the 
fan&ion  of  a  fafe  conduit,  detained  him  as  prifoner  ; 
then,  by  means  of  fraud  and  force  intermingled,  made 
himfelf  matter  of  the  factory.  This  exploit  being  at- 
chieved,  he  made  nofecret  of  his  defign  to  deprive  the 
Englifh  of  all  their  fettlements.  With  this  view  he 
marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army, 
and  inveftedthe  place,  which  was  then  in  no  pofture  of 
defence. 

The  governor,  intimidated  by  the  number  and  pow 
er  of  the  enemy, abandoned  the  fort,  and  with  fome  prin 
cipal  perfons  refiding  in  the  fettlements  took  refuge  on 
board  a  fhip  in  the  river,  carrying  along  with  them  their  , 

moft  valuable  effects,  and  the  books  of  the  company.  Thus 
the  defence  of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Holwell,  the 
fecond  in  command,  who,  with  the  affvftance  of  a  few 
gallant  officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrifon,  maintained 
it  with  uncommon  courage  and  refolution  againft  feve- 
ral  attacks,  until  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  into  the  caftle.  Then 
he  was  obliged  to  nabmit ;  and  the  fuba,  or  viceroy, 
promifed  on  the  word  of  a  foldier,  that  no  injury  fhouid 
be  done  to  him  or  his  garrifon.  Neverthelcfs,  they 
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BOOK  were  all  driven,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  for- 
.  .  ty-iix   perfons  of  both  fexes,   into    a  place  called  the 

if*  Black-Hole,  prifon,  a  cube  of  about  eighteen  feet,  wal- 
175  '  led  up  to  the  eaftward  and  fouthward,  the  only  quarters 
from  which  they  could  <"xpe£l  the  lead  refrefhing  air, 
and  open  to  the  westward  by  two  windows  flrongly 
barred  with  iron,  through  which  there  was  no  percep 
tible  circulation.  The  humane  reader  will  conceive 
•with  horror  the  miferable  fituation  to  which  they  muft 
have  been  reduced,  when  thus  ftewed  up  in  a  clofe  ful- 
try  night  under  fuch  a  climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  reflects  that  many  of  them  were  wound 
ed,  and  all  of  them  fatigued  with  hard  duty.  Tranf- 
ported  with  rr.ge  to  find  themfelves  thus  barbaroufly 
cooped  up  in  a  pLce  where  they  nrnft  beexpofed  to  fuf- 
focation)  ihofe  haplefs  vidlims  endeavoured  to  force  o- 
pen  the  door,  that  they  might  rufh  upon  the  fwords  of 
the  barbarians  by  whom  they  were  furrounded  ;  but 
all  their  efforts  were  ineffectual  j  the  door  was  made 
to  open  imvards,  and  beeing  once  fhut  upon  them,  the 
crowd  prefled  upon  itfoftrongly  as  to  render  all  their 
endeavours  abortive  ;  Then  they  were  overwhelmed 
with  diftraclion  and  defpair.  Mr.  Holwell,  who  had 
placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  accofted  a  Jem- 
mautdaar,  or  ferjeant  of  the  Indian  guard,  and  having 
endeavoured  to  excite  his  companion,  by  drawing  a 
pathetic  picture  of  their  fufferings,  prornifed  to  gratify 
him  with  a  thoufand  rupees  id  the  morning,  if  he  could 
find  means  to  remove  one  half  of  them  into  a  feparate 
apartment.  The  foldier,  allured  by  the  promife  offuch 
a  reward,  affured  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for 
their  relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpofe  ;  but,  in  a  few 
minutes,  returned,  and  told  him,  that  the  fuba,  by  whofe 
order  alone  fuch  a  ftep  could  be  taken,  was  afleep,  and 
no  perfon  durft  difturb  his  repofe.  By  this  time,  a 
profule  fweat  had  broke  out  on  every  individual,  and 
this  was  attended  with  an  infatiable  thirft,  which  be 
came  the  more  intolerable  as  the  body  was  drained  of 
its  moifture.  In  vain  thofr  miferable  objccls  ftripped 
themfelves  of  their  clothes,  fquatted  down  on  their  hams 
and  fanned  the  air  with  their  hats,  to  produce  a  re 
frefhing  undulation.  Many  were  unable  to  rife  again 
from  this  pofture  ;  but,  falling  down,  were  trode  to 
death,  or  fuffocated.  The  dreadful  fymptom  of  thirft 
was  now  accompanied  with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration, 
and  every  individual  gafped  for  breath.  Their  defpair 
became  outrageous  :  Again  they  attempted  to  fores 
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the  door,  and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  C  H  A  p 
execration  and  abufe.  The  cry  of"  Water !  Water  !"  , 
ifTued  from  every  mouth.  Even  the  Jemmautdaarwas  *^r*< 
moved  to  companion  at  their  diftrefs.  He  ordered  his  fo!-  *75 
diers  to  bring  fome  fkins  of  water,  which  ferved  only 
to  enlarge  the  appetite,  and  increafe  the  general  agita 
tion.  There  was  no  other  way  of  conveying  it  through 
the  windows  but  by  hats,  and  this  was  rendered  inef- 
feftu?.!  by  the  eas;ernefs  and  tranfports  of  the  wretched 
prifoners,  who,  at  fight  of  it,  ftruggled,  and  raved  even 
into  fits  of  delirium.  In  eonfequence  of  tilde  con- 
tefts,  very  little  reached  thofe  who  flood  neareft  the 
windows,  while  the  reft,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  pri- 
fon,  were  totally  excluded  from  all  relief,  and  continued 
calling  upon  their  friends  for  affiftance,  and  conjuring 
them  by  all  the  tender  tics  of  pity  and  affection.  To 
thofe  who  were  indulged,  it  proved  pernicious  ;  forin- 
ftead  of  allaying  theL  thirft,  it  enraged  their  impatience 
for  more.  The  confufion  became  general  and  hoi  rid: 
All  was  clamour  and  conteft  :  Thofe  who  we^e  at  a 
diHancc  endeavoured  to  force  their  pafTage  to  the  win 
dow,  and  the  weak  were  preiTed  down  to  the  ground, 
never  to  rife  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians  without 
derived  entertainment  from  their  mifery  :  They  fup- 
plied  the  prifoners  with  more  water,  and  held  up  lights 
clofe  to  the  bars,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  inhuman 
pleafure  of  feeing  themfighl  for  the  baneful  indulgence. 
Mr.  Holwell,  feting  all  his  particular  friends  lying 
dead  round  him,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  living, 
finding  himfc-lf  wedged  up  fo  clofe  r.s  to  be  deprived  of 
all  motion,  begged,  as  the  laft  inftance  of  their  regard, 
that  they  would  remove  the  preflure,  and  allow  him  to 
retire  from  the  window,  that  he  might  die  in  quiet. 
Even  in  thofe  dreadful  circumftances,  which  might  be 
iuppofed  to  have  levelled  all  diftinclion,  the  poor  deli 
rious  wretches  manifefted  a  refpecl:  for  his  rank  and 
character :  They  forthwith  gaye  way,  and  he  forced 
his  paffage  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which  was  not 
crowded  fo  much  ;  becaufe,  by  this  time,  about  one 
third  of  the  number  had  perifhed,  and  lay  in  little  com- 
pafs  on  the  floor,  while  the  reft  ftill  crowded  to  both 
windows.  He  retired  to  a  platform  at  the  farther  end 
of  the  room,  and  lying  down  upon  fome  of  his  dead 
friends,  recommended  his  foul  to  heaven.  Here  his 
thirft  grew  infupportable  ;  his  difficulty  in  breathing 
increafcd,  and  he  was  feized  with  a  ftrong  palpitation. 
Thefe  violent  fymptoms,  which  he  could  not  bear,  urg- 
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B  o  o  K.  ed  him  to  make  another  effort  :  He  forced  his  way  back 
to  the  window,  and  cried    aloud,  "  Water  !  for  God's 

**~Y**s  fake  !"  He  had  been  fuppofed  already  dead  by  his 
*756-  wretched  companions  j  but,  finding  him  ftill  alive,  they 
exhibited  another  extraordinary  proof  of  tentiernefs 
and  regard  to  his  perfon.  "  Give  him  water,"  they 
cried  ;  nor  would  one  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it  un 
til  he  had  drank.  He  now  breathed  more  freely,  and 
the  palpitation  ceafed  :  But  finding  himfelf  ftill  more 
thirfty  after  drinking,  he  abftained  from  water,  and 
rnoiftened  his  mouth  from  time  to  time,  by  fucking  the 
perfpiration  from  his  fhirt-fieeves  *.  The  miferable 
prifoners,  perceiving  that  water  rather  aggravated  than 
relieved  their  diftrefs,  grew  clamorous  for  air,  and 
repeated  their  infults  to  the  guard,  loading  the  fuba 
and  his  governor  with  the  molt  virulent  reproach. 
From  railing,  they  had  recourfe  to  prayer,  befeeching 
heaven  to  put  an  end  to  their  mifery.  They  now  be 
gan  to  drop  on  all  hands ;  but  then  a  fleam  arofe  from 
the  living,  and  the  dead,  as  pungent  and  volatile  as  fpi- 
rit  of  hartfhorn  ;  fo  that  all  who  cpuld  not  approach 
the  windows  were  fuffocated.  Mr.  Holwell  being 
weary  of  life,  retired  once  more  to  the  platform,  and 
ftretched  himfelf  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jervas  Bellamy,  who, 
together  with  his  fon,  a  lieutenant,  lay  dead  in  each  o- 
ther's  embrace.  In  this  fituation  he  was  foon  depriv 
ed ;  of  fenfe,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  till  day  broke, 
when  his  body  was  difcovered,  and  removed  by  his  fur- 
viving  friends  to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the  frefh 
air  revived  him,  and  he  was  reftored  to  his  fight  and 
fenfes.  The  fuba,  at  laft,  being  informed  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  prifoners  were  fuffocated,  enquired 
if  the  chief  was  alive  ;  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirma 
tive,  fent  an  order  for  their  immediate  releafe,  when  no 
more  than  twenty-three  furvived  of  an  hundred  and 
forty- fix  who  had  entered  alive. 

Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  thefe  few, 
owing  to  any  fentiment  of  companion  in  the  viceroy. 
He  had  received  intimation, that  there ', was  a  confidera- 
ble  treafure  fecreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  Mr.  Holwell 
knew  the  place  where  it  was  depolited.  That  gentle 
man,  who,  with  his  furviving  companions,  had  been 
ieized  with  a  putrid  fever  immediately  upon  their  re 
leafe,  was  dragged  in  that  condition  before  the  inhu- 

*  In  his  defpair  of  obtaining  water  this  unhappy  gentleman  had  at 
tempted  to  drink  his  own  urine  ;  but  found  it  intolerably  bitter  ;  whereas 
the  moilture  that  flowed  from  the  pores  of  his  body  v.'as  foft,  pleafant,  and 
refreshing. 
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man  Suba,  who  queftioned  him  about  the  treafure,  C  H  A  P. 
which  exifted  no  where  but  in  his  own  imagination  ; 
and  would  give  no  credit  to  his  proteftations,  when 
he  folmenly  declared  he  knew  of  no  fuch  depofit.  Mr 
Holwell,  asid  three  of  his  friends,  were  loaded  with 
fetters,  and  conveyed  three  miles  to  the  Indian  camp, 
where  they  lay  all  night,  expofcd  to  a  fevere  rain  : 
Next  morning  they  were  brought  back  to  town,  ftill 
manacled,  under  the  fcorching  beams  of  a  fun  intenfe- 
ly  hot  ;  and  muft  infallible  have  expired,  had  not  na 
ture  expelled  the  fever  in  large  painful  boils,  that 
covered  alvnoft  the  whole  body.  In  this  piteous  condi 
tion  they  were  embarked  in  an  open  boat  for  Muxada- 
bad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underwent  fuch  cruel 
treatment  and  mifery  in  their  pafTage,  as  would  fhock 
the  humane  reader,  Should  he  perufe  the  perticulars. 
At  Muxadabad  they  were  led  through  the  city  in  chains, 
as  a  fpedlacle  to  the  inhabitants,  lodged  in  an  open  fta- 
ble,  and  treated  for  fome  days  as  the  worft  of  criminals, 
At  length,  the  fuba's  grandmother  interpofed  her  medi 
ation  in  their  behalf  ;  and  as  that  prince  was  by  this 
time  convinced  that  there  was  no  treafure  concealed  at 
Calcutta,  he  ordered  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  When 
fome  of  his  fycophants  oppofed  this  indulgence,  repre- 
fentins;  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  ftill  enough  left  to  pay  a 
confiderable  ranfom,  he  replied  with  fome  marks  of 
compunction  and  generofity,  "  If  he  has  any  thing  left, 
"  let  him  keep  it  ;  his  fufferings  have  been  great,  he 
«  fhallhave  his  liberty."  Mr.  Holwell  and  his  friendg 
were  no  fooner  unfettered  than  they  took  water  for  the 
Dutch  Tankfall  or  mint,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  where  they  were  received  with  great  tendernefs 
and  humanity.  The  reader,  we  hope,  will  excufe  us 
for  having  thus  particularifed  a  tran  faction  fointereftino- 
and  extraordmarv  in  all  its  circumftances.  The  fuba 
having  deftroyed  Calcutta  and  difperfed  the  inhabitants, 
extorted  large  fums  from  the  French  and  Dutch  facto 
ries,  that  he  might  difplaya  fpiiit  of  impartiality  againft 
all  the  Europeans,  even  in  his  oppreflion,  and  returned 
to  the  city  of  Muxadabad  in  triumph.  By  the  reduc 
tion  of  Calcutta,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company's  af 
fairs  were  io  much  embroiled  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
that  perhaps  nothing  could  have  retrieved  them  but  the 
interpofition  of  a  national  force,  and  the  good  fortune 
of  a  Clive,  whofe  enterprizes  were  always  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

As  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company  had,  for  a  whole 
century,  been  at  a  confiderable  expence  in  maintaining 
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BOOK.n  marine  force  at  Bombay,  tn  protect  their  {hips  frorii 
[-      the  piracies  of  the  Angnas,  who  had   rendered   them- 


felves  independent  princes,  and  fortified  Geriah  in  that 
neighbourhood  :  oany  unfu^cefsful  attempts  had  been 
made  to  dcit-oy  thei"-  naval  power,  and  reduce  the  for- 
trefs  under  which  they  always  took  fhe'ter.  In  the 
year  one  thcmfand  fjven.  hundred  and  fifty-four,  the 
fleet  of  Tullagee  Angri.',  the  reigning  prince,  attacked 
three  Dutch  fhlps  of  force,  which  thev  either  took  or 
deilrcved.  Elated  v/ith  this  fuccefs,  he  boafted  that  he 
fhouH  in  a  little  time  fweep  the  feas  of  the  Europeans, 
and  b'g.m  to  build  fome  large  (hips,  to  reinforce  his 
grabs  and  pallivats,  which  were  the  vcfTels  on  which 
he  had  formerly  depended.  Next  year  his  neighbours, 
the  MahrattaSj  having  fignined  to  the  prefidency  at 
Bombay,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  join  in  the  necef- 
fary  fervice  of  humbling  this  common  enemy,  fo  for 
midable  to  the  whole  Malabar  coaft,  commodore 
James  was  detached  with  fome  (hips  of  force  to  attack 
Angria,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  allies.  They  accor 
dingly  joined  him  with  feven  grabs  and  fixty  gallivats. 
They  proceeded  to  the  harbour  of  Severndroog,  where 
Angria's  fl-.-et  lay  at  anchor  ;  but  they  no  fooner  re 
ceived  intelligence  of  his  approach,  than  they  flipped 
their  cables,  and  flood  out  to  fea.  He  chaced  them 
with  all  the  canvafs  he  could  carry  ;  but  their  vefTels 
being  lighter  than  his,  theyefcaped  ;  and  he  returned 
to  Severndroog,  which  is  a  fortrefs  fituated  on  an  ifland 
within  mufket  ihot  of  the  main  land,  ftrongly,  but  irre 
gularly  fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of 
cannon.  There  were  three  other  fmall  forts  on  the 
continent,  the  largeft  of  which  was  called  Goa.  On 
the  fecond  day  of  April,  the  commodore  began  to  bat 
ter  and  bombard  the  ifland,  fort,  and  Fort  Goa,  at  ths 
fame  time.  That  of  Severndroog  was  fet  on  fire  : 
One  of  the  Magazines  blew  up  :  A  general  confla 
gration  enfued  :  The  garrifon  were  overwhelmed  with 
fire  and  confufion:  The  Engliih  feamen  landed  under 
cover  of  the  fire  from  the  {hips,  and  took  the  place  by 
ftorm  with  very  little  lofs.  The  other  forts  were  im 
mediately  furrciidered,  and  all  of  thefe  by  treaty  deliver 
ed  to  the  Mahrattas.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  com 
modore  anchored  off  Bancote,  now  called  Fort  Victo 
ria,  one  of  the  mort  northern  parts  of  Angria's  domi 
nions,  which  furrendered  without  oppofition,  and  fr.il! 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India;  com 
pany,  by  the  confent  of  the  Mahrattas.  The  harbour 
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is  good,  and  here  is   a  great  trade   for  fait  and   ether  CHAP 
commodities  fent  hither  from  Bombay. 

It  was  in  November  following,  that  the  fquadron  un-  v-^Y**-; 
der  admiral  Watfon  arrived  at  Bombay,  where  it  was 
refolved  to  give  Angria  the  finifhing  ftroke,  ftill  in 
conjunction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Mean  while,  com 
modore  James  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  Geriah,  the  ca 
pital  of  his  dominions,  and  to  found  the  depth  of  the 
harbour ;  a  fervice  which  he  fuccefsfully  performed. 
The  admiral  being  joined  by  a  divifion  of  fhips,  fitted 
out  at  the  company's  expence,  having  on  board  a  body 
of  troops  commanded  by  colonel  Clive,  failed  on  the 
yth  day  of  February,  and  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  confiding  of  four  grabs, 
and  forty  fmaller  veflels,  called  gallivats  lying  to  the 
northward  of  the  place,  in  a  creek  called  Rajipore; 
and  a  land  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  amounting  to  feven 
or  eight  thoufand  men  ;  the  whole  commanded  by  Rha- 
magee  Punt,  who  had  already  taken  one  frnall  fort, 
and  was  actually  treating  about  the  furrendcr  of  Geri 
ah.  Angria  himfelf  had  quitted  the  place  ;  but  his 
wife  and  family  remained  under  the  protection  of  his 
brother-in-law  ;  who,  being  fummoned  to  furrender  by  \  , 
a  meflage  from  the  admiral,  replied,  that  he  would  de 
fend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  In  confequence 
of  this  refufal,  the  whole  Englifh  fleet,  in  two  divifion?, 
failed  on  the  I2th  day  of  February  into  the  harbour, 
and  fuftained  a  warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  as 
they  pafled,  as  well  as  from  the  grabs  pofted  in  the  har 
bour  for  that  purpofe  :  This,  however,  was  foon  fi- 
lenced,  after  the  fliips  were  brought  to  their  ftations, 
fo  as  to  return  the  falutation.  Between  the  hours  of  four 
and  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  fhell  being  thrown  into  one 
of  Angria's  armed  veflels,  fet  her  on  fire  ;  and  the 
flames  communicating  to  the  reft,  they  were  all  deftroy- 
ed  ;  between  fix  and  feven  the  fort  was  fet  on  fire  by 
another  {hell  ;  and  foon  after  the  firing  ceafed  on  both 
fides.  The  admiral,  fufpecting  that  the  governor  of 
the  place  would  furrender  it  to  the  Mahrattas  ra 
ther  than  to  the  Englifh,  difembarked  all  the  troops  un 
der  Mr.  dive,  that  he  might  be  at  hand,  in  cafe  of  e- 
mergency,  to  take  pofleflion.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
fort  was  bombarded  ;  the  line  of  battle  {hips  were 
warped  near  enough  to  batter  in  breach  ;  and  then  the 
admiral  fent  an  officer,  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  go 
vernor,  requiring  him  to  furrender.  His  propofal  be- 
ins:  again  rejected,  the  Enelifh  fhips  renewed  their  fire 
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BOOK  next  day  with  redoubled  vigour.  About  one  o'clock, 
the  magazine  of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at  four  the  gar- 
rifon  hung  out  a  white  flag  for  capitulation.  The  par- 
]ey  tjiat  enfue(J  proving  ineffectual,  the  engagement 
began  again,  and  continued  till  fifteen  minutes  after 
five  when  the  white  flag  was  again  difplayed,  and  now 
the  governor  fubmitted  to  the  terms  which  were  impo- 
fed.  Angria's  flag  was  immediately  hauled  down;  and 
two  Englifh  captains  taking  porTefilon  of  the  fort  with 
a  detachment,  forthwith  hoirted  the  Britifh  enfign.  To 
thefe  captains,  whofe  names  were  Buchanan  and  For 
bes,  the  Mahrattas  offered  a  bribe  of  fifty  thoufand 
rupees,  if  they  would  allow  them  to  pafs  their  guard, 
that  they  might  take  pofleflion  of  the  fort  for  themfelves; 
but  this  offer  was  rejected  with  difdain,  and  immediately 
difclofed  to  colonel  Clive,  who  took  effectual  meafures 
to  fruftrate  their  defign.  In  this  place  which  was  re 
duced  with  very  inconfiderable  lofs,  the  conquerors 
found  above  two  hundred  cannon,  fix  brafs  mortars,  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  with  money  and  effects 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 
The  fleet  which  had  been  deftroyed  confifted  of  eight 
grabs,  one  ftiip  finifhed,  two  upon  the  flocks,  and  a 
good  number  of  gallivats.  Among  the  prifoners  the 
admiral  found  Angria's  wife,  children,  and  mother,  to 
wards  whom  he  demeaned  himfelf  with  great  humanity. 
Three  hundred  European  foldiers,  and  as  many  fepoys, 
were  left  to  guard  the  fort  ;  and  four  of  the  company's 
armed  v  effete  remained  in  the  harbour  for  the  defence 
of  the  place,  which  was  extremely  well  fituated  for  com 
merce. 

The  admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  failed  back  to  Madrafs 
in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was  formed  for  re- 
ftoring  the  company's  affairs  upon  the  Ganges  reco 
vering  Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance  on  the  cruel 
riceroy  of  Bengal.  In  October,  they  fet  fail  again  for 
the  bottom  of  the  bay;  and,  about  the  beginning  of 
December,  arrived  at  Balafore,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ben 
gal.  Having  crofled  the  Braces,  they  proceeded  up 
the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Falta,  where  they  found 
governor  Drake,  and  the  other  perfons  who  had  efcap- 
cd  on  board  of  the  {hips  when  Calcutta  was  inverted. 
Colonel  Clive  was  difembarked  with  his  forces,  to  at 
tack  the  fort  of  Bufbudgia  by  land,  while  the  admiral 
battered  it  by  fea:  But  the  place  being  ill  provided 
with  cannon,  did  not  hold  out  above  an  hour  after  the 
firing  began.  This  conqusft  being  atchieved  at  a  ve- 
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ry  eafy  purchafe  two  of  the  great  {hips  anchored  between  CHAP- 
Tanua  fort  and  a  battery  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  V- 

which  were  abandoned  before  one  fhot  was  difcharged     ^^V^"' 
againft  either  ;  thus  the  paflage  was  laid  open  to  Cal-      I7-5<5- 
cutta,  the   reduction  of  which  we  {hall  record  among 
the  tranfadlions  of  the  enfuing  year. 
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CHAP     VI. 


Caufes  of  the  German  ivar  --  Manifestoes  publiftjed  by 
the  different  powers  -  Operations  in  Saxony  and 
Bohemia  -  Battle  of  Lowcfcbutz  -  Surrender  of 
the  Saxon  army  -  Memorials  and  manifejloes  of 
different  powers  -  Parliamentary  tranfattions  - 
'Irial  and  execution  of  Admiral  Byng. 


P  K  T  TAVING,  thus,  to  the  beft  of  our  power,  given 
l^Lj  __  ~~\  a  faithful  and  exacl  detail  of  every  material  e- 
^J,6  vent  in  which  Great  Britain  was  concerned,  either  at 
Caufes  of  home  or  in  her  fettlements  abroad,  during  the  greateft 
the  war  in  part  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
Germany.  j^  we  {haji  now  feturn  to  Europe,  and  endeavour  to 
explain  the  beginning;  of  a  bloody  war  in  Germany 
which  then  feemed  to  have  become  the  chief  object  of 
the  Britifh  councils.  On  the  eve  of  a  rupture  between 
France  and  England,  it  was  natural  for  his  Britannic 
mcjefty  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  his  electoral  domi 
nions,  the  only  quarter  by  which  he  was  at  all  accefli- 
ble  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  who,  he  forefaw, 
would  not  fail  to  annoy  him  through  that  avenue. 
He  at  that  time  flood  upon  indifferent  terms  with  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  who  was  confidered  as  a  partizan  and 
ally  of  France  ;  and  he  knew  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
alone  would  not  be  lufficient  to  fupport  him  actainft 
two  fuch  powerful  antagonists.  In  this  emergency,  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  emprcfs  of  Ruffia,  who,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  large  fubfidy  granted  by  England,  engag 
ed  to  furnifli  a  ftrong  body  of  forces  for  the  defence  of 
Hanover.  His  PrulTian  majefty,  ftartled  at  the  con 
ditions  of  this  treaty,  took  an  opportunity  to  declare, 
thathe  \vould  not  faffer  foreign  forces  of  any  nation  to 
cnttr  the  empire,  either  as  principals  or  auxiliaries;  a 
declaration  which  probably  flowed  from  a  jealoufy  and 
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averfion  he  had  conceived  to  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  CHAP. 
as  well  as  from  a  refolution  he  had  formed  of  ftriking  VI- 
fome  great  ftroke  in  Germany,  without  any  rifque  of 
being  reftricted  or  controlled.  He  knew  he  fhould 
give  umbrage  to  th^French  king,  who  had  already 
made  preparations  for  penetrating  into  Weftphalia : 
But  he  took  it  for  granted  he  fhouldbe  able  to  exchange 
his  connections  with  France  for  an  alliance  with  Great 
Britain,  which  would  be  much  lefs  troublefome,  and 
much  more  productive  of  advantage :  Indeed,  fuch  an 
alliance  was  the  neccflury  confequence  of  his  declara 
tion.  Had  his  Britannic  majefty  made  a  requifition  of 
the  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  he  muft  have  cxppfod  himfelf  to 
the  refentment  of  a  warlike  monarch,  who  hovered  on 
the  fkirts  of  his  electorate,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  men,  and  could  have  fubdued  the 
whole  country  in  one  week;  and  if  he  forbore  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  treaty  with  the  czarina,  he  did  not  know 
how  foon  the  king  of  Pruffia  might  be  reconciled  to  his 
nioft  chriftian  majefty's  defign  of  invafion.  As  for  the 
ernprefs-queen,  her  attention  was  engrofled  byfchemes 
for  her  intereft  or  prefervation  ;  and  her  hands  fo  full, 
that  flie  either  could  not  or  would  not  fulfil  the  en 
gagements  fhe  had  contracted  with  her  former  and  firm- 
eft  allies.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the  king  of  Eng 
land  fought  and  obtained  the  alliance  of  Pruffia,  which, 
to  the  beft  of  our  cornprehenfion,  entailed  upon  Great 
Britain  the  enormous  burden  of  extravagant  fubfidies, 
together  with  the  intolerable  expence  of  a  continental 
war,  without  being  productive  of  one  advantage,  ei 
ther  pofitive  or  negative,  to  England  or  Kanover  : 
On  the  contrary,  this  connection  threw  the  emprefs- 
queen  into  the  arms  of  France,  whofe  friendship  fhe 
bought  at  the  expence  of  the  barrier  in  the  Nether 
lands,  acquired  with  infinite  labour,  by  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  the  maritime  powers  :  It  gave  birth  to  a 
confederacy  of  defpotic  princes,  fufficient,  if  their  joint 
force  was  fully  exerted,  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of 
ail  the  free  ftates  in  Europe  ;  and,  after  all,  Hanover 
has  been  over-run,  and  fubdued  by  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  put  to  the  ban  of  the  empire.  All 
thefe  confequences  are,  we  apprehend,  fairly  deduci- 
ble  from  the  refolution  which  his  Prufnan  majefty  took, 
at  this  juncture,  to  precipitate  a  war  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  The  apparent  motives  that  prompted  him  to 
this  meafure  we  (hall  prefently  explain.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  defenfive  treaty  between  the  emprefs-queen 
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BOOK  and  France  was  no  fooner  ratified,  than  the  czarina 
was  invited  to  accede  to  the  alliance,  and  a  private  mi- 
nifter  fent  from  Paris  to  Peterfburgh,  to  negociate  the 
conditions  of  this  accefiion,  which  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia  accordingly  embraced  ;  a  circumftance  fo  agreeable 
to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  marquis  de  L'Hopi- 
tal  wa  immediately  appointed  ambafiador  extraordina 
ry  andsplenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Ruflia.  Appli 
cations  were  likewife  made  to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin,  foliciting  their  concurrence,  but  their  Catholic, 
and  Sardinian  majefties  wifely  refolved  to  obferve  a 
neutrality.  At  the  fame  time,  intrigues  were  begun 
by  the  French  emiflaries  in  the  fenate  of  Sweden 
in  order  to  kindle  up  a  war  between  that  nation  and 
Pruflia;  and  their  endeavours  fucceeded  in  the  fequel 
even  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  their  fovereign. 
At  prefent  a  plot  was  difcovered  for  altering  the  form 
of  government,  by  increafing  the  power  of  the  crown  ; 
and  feveral  perfons  of  rank  being  convicted  upon  trial, 
were  beheaded  as  principals  in  this  confpiracy.  Al 
though  it  did  not  appear  that  the  king  or  queen  was  at 
all  concerned  in  the  fcheme,  his  Swedifti  majefty 
thought  himfelffo  hardly  treated  by  the  diet,  that  he 
threatened  to  refign  his  royalty,  and  retire  into  his  own 
hereditary  dominions.  This  defign  was  extremely 
difagreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  who  efpoufed  his 
caufe  in  oppofition  to  the  diet,  by  whom  they  conceiv 
ed  therr.felves  more  opprefled  than  they  fhould  have 
been  under  an  unlimited  monarchy. 

The    king   of  Pruflia,  alarmed  at  thefe  formidable 
taken  by     alliances,   ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  completed,  and 
Pruffia^     keld  in  readincfs  to  march  at  the  firft  notice  ;  and  a  re- 
CXHJK&.      poit  was.  induflrioufly  circulated,  that  by  a  fecret  arti- 
^uteii,  and  cle  in  the  late  treaty  between  France  and  the  houfe  of 
Hano«L     Au'ftria,  thefe  two  powers  had  obliged  themfelves  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Protcftant  religion,  and  overturn  the  freedom 
of  the  empire,  by  a  forced  election  of  a   king    of  the 
Romans.      The  cry  of  religion  was  no  impolitic   mea- 
fure ;  but  it  no  longer  produced  the    fame   effect  as  in 
times  paft.     Religion    was    made  a  pretence  on  both 
fides :  For  the  parties  of  the  emprefs-queen    iufmuated 
on  all  occafions,  that    the  ruin  of  the    catholic  faith  in 
Germany  was  the  principal  obje&  of  the   new  alliance 
between  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia.     It  was 
in  confequence  of  fuch  fuggeftions,    that    his  Britannic 
Majefty   ordered  his    electoral    minifter  at  the    diet  to 
deliver  amemcrial  to  all  the  minifters  atRatifbon,  expref- 
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fing  his  furprize  to  find  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  CHAP, 
with  the  king  of  Pruflia  induftrioufly  reprefented  as  a 
ground  of  apprehenfion  and  umbrage,  efpecially  for  re 
ligion.  He  obferved,  that  as  France  had  made  open  I7J 
difpofitions  for  invading  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  and 
difturbing  the  pe^ce  of  the  empire;  that  as  he  had  been 
denied  by  the  emprefs-queen,  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in 
treaties  of  alliance  ;  and  as  he  was  refufed  afiiftance  by 
certain  ftates  of  the  empire,  who  even  feemed  difpofed 
to  favour  fuch  adiverfion  ;  he  had,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  to  eftablifh  peace 
and  tranquility  in  the  empire,  and  maintain  its  fyftem 
and  privileges,  without  any  prejudice  to  religion,  con 
cluded  a  defenfive  treaty  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  : 
That,  by  this  inftance  of  patriotic  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
Germany,  he  had  done  an  eflential  fervice  to  the  em 
prefs-queen,  and  performed  the  part  which  the  head 
of  the  empire,  in  dignity  and  duty,  ought  to  have  acted  : 
That,  time  would  demonftrate  how  little  it  was  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  emprefs-queen  to  engage  in  a  ftric~t  alliance 
with  a  foreign  power,  which,  for  upwards  of  two  cen 
turies,  had  ravaged  the  principal  provinces  of  the  empire, 
maintained  repeated  wars  againft  the  archducalhoufe  of 
Auftria,  and  always  endeavoured,  as  it  fuited  her  view?, 
to  excite  diftruft  and  diffention  among  the  princes  and 
ftates  that  compofe  the  Germanic  body. 

The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  confiderable  armies 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia  ;  yet  pretended  that  they  had 
nothing  in  view  but  felf-prefervation,  and  folemnly 
difclaimed  both  the  fecret  article,  and  the  defig;n  which 
had  been  laid  to  their  charge.  His  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jefty  declared,  by  his  minifter  at  Berlin,  that  he  had 
no  other  intention  but  to  maintain  the  public  tranquil 
lity  of  Europe  ;  and  this  being  the  fole  end  of  all  his 
meafures,  he  beheld  with  furprize  the  preparations  and 
armaments  of  certain  potentates  :  That,  whatever 
might  be  the  view  with  which  they  were  made,  he  was 
difpofed  tomakeufeof  the  power  which  God  had  put 
into  his  hands,  not  only  to  maintain  the  public  peace  of 
Europe  againft  all  who  fhould  attempt  to  difturb  it, 
but  alfo  to  employ  all  his  forces,  agreeable  to  his  engage 
ments,  for  the  affiftsnce  of  his  ally,  in  cafe  her  domi 
nions  fhould  be  attacked  :  Finally,  that  he  would  a£t  in 
the  fame  manner  in  behalf  of  all  the  other  powers  with 
whom  he  was  in  alliance.  This  intimation  made  very 
little  impreflion  upon  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  al- 
roady  formed  his  plan,  and  was  determined  to  execute 


56  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BO  o  K  his  purpofe.  What  his  original  plan  might  have  been 
,__^.  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  difclofe  ;  nor  do  we  believe  he 
imparted  it  to  any  confident  or  allv.  It  muft  be  confef- 
fed,  however,  that  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
furnifhed  him  with  a  fpecious  pretence  for  drawing  the 
fword,  and  commencing  hoftilities.  The  emprefs-queen 
had  fome  reafon  to  be  jealous  of  fuch  a  formidable 
neighbour.  She  remembered  his  irruption  into  Bohe 
mia;  in  the  veer  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  at  a  time  when  (he  thought  that  country,  and  all 
her  other  dominions  fecure  from  his  invafion  by  the 
treaty  of  Breflau,  which  (he  had  in  no  particular  con 
travened.  She  caballed  againft  him  in  different  courts 
of  Europe:  She  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  czarina, 
which,  though  feemingly  defenfive,  implied  an  inten 
tion  of  making  conquefts  upon  this  monarch  :  She  en 
deavoured  to  engage  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Sax 
ony,  as  a  cantracting  power  in  this  confederacy ;  and 
if  he  had  not  been  afraid  of  a  hidden  vifit  from  his 
neighbour  of  Pruffia,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  but  he 
would  have  been  pleafed  to  contribute  to  the  humilia 
tion  of  a  prince  who  had  once  before,  without  the  leaft 
provocation,  driven  him  from  his  dominions,  taken 
poffeffion  of  his  capital,  routed  his  troops,  and  obliged 
him  to  pay  a  million  of  crown?  to  indemnify  him  for 
the  expence  of  this  expedition:  But  he  carefully  avoid 
ed  taking  fuch  a  ftep  as  might  expofe  him  to  another 
invafion,  and  even  refufed  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of 
Peterfburgh,  though  it  was  exprefsly  defenfive  ;  the 
cifus  foederis  being  his  Prullian  rriajefty's  attacking  ei 
ther  of  the  contracting  parties.  It  appears,  however, 
That  Count  de  Bruhl,  prime  minifter  and  fivourite  of 
the  king  of  Poland,  had  in  conjunction  with  fome  of  the 
Auftrian  minifters,  carried  on  certain  fcandalotis  in 
trigues,  in  order  to  embroil  the  king  of  Pruffia  with 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  between  whom  a  mifunderftan- 
dir.g  had  long  fubilfted. 

His  Pruffian  majefty,  perceiving  the  military  prepa 
rations  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  having  obtained 
intelligence  of  their  fecret  negociations  with  different 
powers  in  Europe,  ordered  M.  de  Klingiaafe,  mini 
fter  at  the  Imperial  court,  to  demand  whether  all  thofe 
preparations  of  war  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  were 
defigned  againft  him,  and  what  were  the  intentions  of 
her  Imperial  majefty  ?  To  this  demand  the  emprefs 
replied.  That,  in  the  prefcnt  juncture,  fhe  had  found 
it  neccflary  to  make  armaments,  as  well  for  her  own 
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cisferfce  as  for  that  ofher  rllies;  but  tir.it  they  did  not  CHAP 
tend  to  the  prejudice  of  any  perf.vn  or  fete  whatever.  Vf- 
The  kir.<r,  for  from  being  latisScd  with  this  general,  <-*V"^*' 
anfwer,  font  frefii  orders  to  Klingniafj,  to  repreient,  17s6< 
That  art:-!-  the  king  had  diflefrtbied,  as  long  as  ha 
thought  confident  with  his  fafety  and  honour,  the  bad 
rir(ig!7S  imputed  t ->  the  emprefs,  would  not  fmffcr  him 
longer  to  difguife  his  fenturrertts :  That  he  was  ac 
quainted  wi:h  the  offend ve  projects  which  the  two  courts 
had  formed  at  Pcterfburgh  :  That  he;  knew  they  had 
engaged  to  attack  him  fuddenlv  with  an  army  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  men ;  a  dehgn  which  would  have 
been  executed  in  the  ipiing  of  the  year,  had  not  the 
Ruffian  forces  wanted  recruits,  their  ileet  mariners, 
anj  Livonia  a  fuffident  quantify  of  corn  for  their  fup- 
port:  That  he  constituted  the  emprefs  arbiter  of  peace 
or  war  :  If  {be  defired  the  former,  he  required  a  clear 
and  formal  declaration,  or  pofitivo  aflurance,  that  ilie 
had  no  intention  to  attack  him,  cither  this  year  or  the 
next ;  but  he  fhould  look  upon  ari  ambiguous  anfwer  as 
a  declaration  of  war  ;  and  he  called  heaven  to  witnefs, 
that  the  emprefs  alone  would  be  guilty  of  the  innocent 
blood  that  fhould  be  fpilt,  and  all  the  di final  confe- 
quences  tliat  would  att'eftd  the  commifTion  of  Eoflili- 
ties. 

A  declaration  of  this  nature  might  have  provoked  a 
kfs  haughty  court  than  that  of  Vienna,  and,  imleeci, 
feems  to  have  been  calculated  on  purpofe  to  exafperate 
the  pride  of  her  Imperial  majefty,  whcfe  anfwer  he 
foon  received,  to  this  effect:  That  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Pruffia  hftd  already  been  employed,  for  fome  time, 
in  all  kinds  of  the  mo-ft  confiderable  preparations  of 
war,  and  the  mod  difquieting  with  regard  to  the  public 
tranquillity,  when  he  thought  fit  to  demand  explana 
tions  of  her  majefty,  touching  the  military  difpoiitions 
that  were  making  in  her  dominions,  difpcntions 
on  which  fhe  had  not  refolvcd  till  after  the  preparations 
of  his  Pruflinn  majefly  had  been  made:  That  though 
her  majcity  might  have  declined  explainias  herfelt  on. 
thofe  fubjecls,  which  required  no  explanation,  fhe  had 
been  pleafed  to  deckirc,  with  her  own  moutk  to  M.  de 
Klingraafe,  that  the  critica.lfbte  of  public  affairs  ren 
dered  the  meafiircs  fhc  \vas  taking  abfolutcly  neceflary 
for  her  own  fali-ty,  and  thai  of  her  a!liee ;  but  that,,  in 
other  refpecls,  they  tended  to  the  prejudice  of  noperfon 
whntfoever  :  That  her  Imperial  nwjefty  had  uadbubt- 
cdly  a  right  to  form  v/'ut  judgment  ill--  pleafed  on  the 
circumftances  of  the  tix?sj  and  like  wife,  that  it  be- 
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BOOK  longed  to  none  but  hcrfelf  to  eflimate  her  own  danger  : 
HI.  That  her  declaration  was  fo  clear,  {he  never  imagi-ned 
it  could  be  thought  othervvifs :  That  being  accuilom- 
1-7-5°>  ed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  praclife  the  decorums  which 
fovereigns  owe  to  each  other,  (he could  net  hear  with 
out  aftonifhrnent  and  fenfibility,  the  contents  of  the 
memorial  now  prefented  by  M.  de  Klingraafe ;  fo  ex 
traordinary,  both  in  the  matter  and  expreflions,  that 
(he  would  find  herfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  tranfgreffing 
the  bounds  of  that  moderation  which  (be  had  prefcribed 
to  herfelf,  were  (he  to  anfwer  the  whole  of  its  contents: 
Neverthelefs,  file  thought  proper  to  declare,  that  the 
information  communicated  to  his  Prufiian  ma  jetty,  of 
an  ofFcnfive  alliance  againft  hfrn,  fubfifting  between 
herfelf  and  the  emprefs-  of  Rufiia,  together  with  the 
circurriftances  and  pretended  ftipulations  of  that  alli 
ance,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and  forged;  for  no  fuch 
treaty  did  exift,  or  ever  had  exifted.  She  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  this  declaration  would  enable  all 
Europe  to  judge  of  what  weight  and  quality  thofe 
dreadful  events  were  which  Klingraafe's  memorial  an 
nounced;  and  to  perceive  that,  in  any  cafe,  they  could 
not  be  imputed  to  her  Imperial  majefty.  This  anfwer, 
though  fcemingly  explicit,  was  not  deemed  fufHciently 
categorical,  or  at  leaft  not  fuitable  to  the  putpofes  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  who,  by  his  refident  at  Vienna, 
once  more  declared,  that  if  the  emprefs-queen  wc-uld 
fign  a  pofitive  afiurance,  that  ihe  v/ould  not  attack  his 
P  ruffian  majefly  either  this  year  or  the  next,  he  would 
directly  withdraw  his  troops,  and  let  things  be  reftor- 
ed  to  their  former  footing.  This  demand  was  evaded, 
on  pretence  that  fach  an  afiurance  could  not  be  more 
binding  than  thefolemn  treaty  by  which  he  was  already 
fecured ;  a  treaty  which  the  emprefs-queen  had  no  in- 
.tention  to  violate.  But,  before  an  anfwer  could  be  deli 
vered,  the  king  had  actually  invaded  Saxony,  and  pub- 
lifned  his  declaration  againft  the  court  of  Vienna.  The 
court  of  Vienna  believing  that  the  king  of  Piuffia  was 
bent  upon  employing  his  arms  fomewhere  ;  being  pi 
qued  at  the  d;6tatorial  manner  in  which  his  demands 
were  conveyed  ;  unwilling  to  lay  themfelves  under  fur 
ther  reflriciions  ;  apprehenfive  of  giving  umbrage  to 
their  allies,  and  confident  of  having  provided  for  their 
own  fecurity,  refolved  to  run  the  rifque  of  his  refent- 
menr,  n6t  without  hopes  of  being  indemnified  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  war  for  that  part  of  Sibfia  which  the 
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queen  had    becri  obliged  to  cede  in  the  treaty  of  Bre-  c  *LA  p. 


Both  fides  being  thus  prepared,  and  perhaps  equally 
eager  for  action,  the  king  of  Pruflia  would  no  longer  pruffian' 
fufpend  his  operations  and  theftorm  fi.  ft  fell  upon  Saxo-  my  enters 
ny.      He   refolved  to  penetrate  through  that  country  in-  *>axony- 
to  Bohemia,  and  even  to  take  poiTeilion  cf  it  ;is  a  fron-     ' 
tier,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  ofingrefs  and  egrc-fs 
to  and  from  the  Auftrian  dominions.     Befides,  he  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  king  of  Poland,  cleclor  of  Saxo 
ny,  was  connected    with  the  czarina  and  the  emprefs- 
queen;  therefore,  he   thought  it  would  be   impolitic  to 
leave  that  prince  in  any  condition  to  give  him  the  leaft 
ciitturbance.     His  army  entered  the  Saxon  territory  to 
wards  the   latter   end  of  Auguft,  when  he  publifhcd  a 
declaration,  importing,  That  the  unjuft    condudt  and 
dangerous  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna  agairlft  his  ir,a- 
jefty's  dominions  laid  him  under  the  rieccfllty  of  takin:: 
proper  meafures  for  protecting  his  territories  and  fub- 
je&s  :  That  for  tliis  purpofe   he  could  i\o\  forbear  tak 
ing  the  difagreeable   rcfolution  to  enter  vvich  his  troops 
the  hereditary  dominions   of  his   majefty   the  king  of 
Poland,  elcclor  of  Saxony  j  but  he  protefted   before 
God  and  man,  that  on  account  of  his  perfonal   efteem 
and  friendfnip  for  that  prince,  he  would  not  have  pro 
ceeded  to  this  extremity,  had  he  not  been  forced   to  it 
by  the  laws  of  war,  the  fatality  of  the  prefent.  conjunc 
ture,  and  the  necefEty  of  providing  for  the  defence  and 
fecurity  of  his    fubjefts.     He   reminded   the    public  of 
the  tendernefs  with  which  he  had  treated  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  during  the    campaign  of  the   year  one   thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  of  the  bad  con- 
fequences  refulting  to   that  monarch    from  his  engage 
ments  with  the  enemies  of  Pruffia.     He  declared,  that 
the  apprehenfions  of  being   cxpofed  again  to   fuch  en 
terprises  had  obliged   him  to   take    thofe    precautions 
v.-hich  prudence  dictated  \  but  he  protefted  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  that  he  had  no   lioilile  views  againft 
his  Polifh  majefty,  or  his  dominions  :  That  his  troops 
did  not   enter   Saxony  as   enemies,  and  he   had  taken 
care  that  they  fliould   obferve  the  beft   order,  and  the 
moft  exact  difcipline  :  That   he   defired  nothing  more 
ardently  than  the   happy  minute  that   fhould  procure 
him  the  fatisfaflion  of  reftoring  to   his  Polifn   majefty 
his  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  had  feized  only  as  a. 
facred  depofitum.     By  his  minifter   at  Drefden,  he  had 
demanded  a  free  paflage  for  his  forces  through  the  Sax- 
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BOOK  on  dominions;  and  this  the  king;  of  Poland  was  ready 
to  grant,  with  reafonable  limitations,  to  be  fettled  by 
commiiL\ries  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  But  thefc 
.formalities  did  not  at  all  fuit  wuh  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jcfty's  difpofition  or  deugn.  Even  before  this  requisi 
tion  was  mado,  a  body  of  his  troops,  amounting  to  fif 
teen  thoufand,  under  the  command  of  prince  Ferdinand) 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  took  poileffion  of 
Leipfick  on  the  20th  day  of  September.  Here  hepu'o- 
lifhed  a  declaration,  ftgnirying,  that  it  was  his  Pruflian 
inajefty's  intention  to  confidcr  and  defend  the  inhalu- 
tants  of  that  electorate  as  if  they  were  his  own  fubje£ts, 
and  that  he  had  given  precife  orders  to  his  troops  to  ob- 
ferve  the  inoft  exact  difciplinc.  As  the  fir  ft  mark  of 
his  affeclior,,  he  ordered  them  to  provide  the  army 
with  rJl  forts  of  proviflon,  according  to  a  certain  rate, 
on  pain  of  military  execution.  That  fame  evening  no 
tice  was  given  to  the  corporation  of  merchants,  that 
their  deputies  fhould  pay  all  taxes,  and  cuftoms  to  the 
king  of  PruiTir.,  then  he  took  poiieiTion  of  the  cuftom- 
boufe  and  excife-office,  and  oruc-red  the  ma<nt?ines 
of  corn  and  meal  to  be  opened  for  the  ufe  of  his  fol- 
diers- 

The  king  of  Poland,  apprehenfive  of  fuch  an  vifita- 
tion,  had  ordered  all  the  troops  of  his  electorate  to  leave 
their  quarter?,  and  afTemble  in  a  ftrong  camp  marked 
cut  for  them  between  Pirna  and  Konigftein^  which  was 
entrenched,  and  provided  with  a  numerous  train  of 
artillery.  Thither  the  king  of  Poland  repaired,  with 
his  two  fons  Xaverius  and  Charles  ;  but  the  queen  and 
the  reft  of  the  royal  family  remained  at  Drefden.  Of 
this  capital  his  Prufiian  majefty,  with  the  bulk  of  his  ar 
my,  took  pofleffion  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  when 
he  was  viilted  by  Lord  Stormont,  the  Englilh  ambaf- 
fador  at  that  court,  accompanied  by  count  Salmour, 
a  Saxon  minift~r,  who  in  his  mailer's  name,  propofed 
a  neutrality.  The  king  of  Prufiia  profefled  himfelf 
extremely  well  pleafed  with  the  propofal  ;  and,  as  the 
mcft  convincing  proof  of  his  neutrality,  deiired  the 
king  of  Poland  would  feparate  his  armyr  by  ordering 
his  troops  to  return  to  their  former  quarters.  His  Po- 
lidi  majefty  did  not  like  to  be  tutored  in  his  own  domi 
nions  ;  he  depended  for  his  or/n  fafety  more  upon  the 
valour  and  attachment  of  his  troops  thus  aflembled,  than 
upon  the  friendship  of  a  piirvce  who  had  invaded  his 
dominions,  and  fequeil-ered  his  revenue  without  provo 
cation  i  and  he  trulhd  too  much  to  the  fituation  of  his 


G    E     O     R    G     E        IT.  61 

camp  at  Pirna,  which  was  deemed    impregnable.       la  C  H  A  P- 
the  mean  time,  the  king  of  Pruflia  fixed  his  head-quar-        v- 
tcrs  at  Seiclitz,  about  h;;lf  a    German    league   diitant  ^*~y~** 
from  Pirna,  and  polled  his  army  in  fuch   a  manr«er  as  K;*  J-^- 
to  be  able  to  intercept  all  convoys  of  provifion  defign-  p0iaL| 
ed  for  the  Saxon  camp.     His   forces  extended  on  the  blocked  up 
right  towards  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  and   the  van- at  l>irnav 
guard  actually  feized  the  pafTcs  that  lead  to  the  circles 
of  Gatzer  and   L?utrneritz   in    that  kingdom  ;    while 
Prince    Ferdinand  of  Brunfv/ick   marched  with  a  body 
of  '.rcops  along  the   Elbe,  and   took  pod  at   this  laft 
place  without  oppofition.     At  the  fame  rim?,   the  king 
covered  his  own  dominions,  by  aflembling   two   confi- 
derable  bodies  la  Upper  and  Lower  Silelia.,  which  occu 
pied  ti1';  pafles  th>t  communicated  with  the  circles  of  , 
Eim:2,i;>u  and  Koningfgratz.       Hoftilifries   were   com- 
me need  on  the  13th  day  of  September  by  a  detachment 
of  Prufllan  huflars,  who  attacked  an  Auftrian  efcorte  to 
a  convov  of  provisions,  defigned  for  the  Saxon  camp ; 
and   having   routed   them,  carried    off  a   confiderable 
number  of  loaded  waggons.     The  magazines  at  Dref- 
den  were  filled  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  provificn 
and  forage   for  the  Prufiian  army,  and  th?  bakers  were 
ordered  to  prepare  a  vaft  quantity  cf  bread,    for.  which 
purpcfe  thirty  new  ovens  wcrr?  erected.     When   the 
king  of  Pruilia  firfc  arrived   at  Drcfdcn,   he  lodged  at 
the  houfe  of  the  countefs  Mcczin/ka;  and  gave  ordqrs 
that  the  queen  and  royal    family  of  Poland   fhould    be- 
treated  with  all  due    veneration  and    refpcct*  :    Even 

*  ITis  majefty  fe;n;s  to  have  abated  of  i!u5  refpeft  in  the  fequel,  if  we 
may  b'iieve  the  aflfcrtions  flf  his  Foliih  majcfty's  queen,  and  the  court  of 
Vienna,  who aJfinned,  that  c^niincls  w^re  polt^d  within  the  palace  where 
the  queeu  andrc/ynl  family  relided  5  asalfo  at  the  door  of  the  fecret  cabi 
net,  where  the. papers,  relating  to  foreign  tranfaclions  were  depofited.  'The 
keys  ot  this  cabinet  were  leized,  and  ajl  the  writings  demanded.  The 
wholtj  Saxon  n,iniilry  were  difcharged  from  their  rcfpedtive  employments, 
and  a  new  commifiionwas  eftabiilhed  by  t'ae  king  of  Pniflia  for  the  admi- 
niflratioji  of  affairs  in  general.  When  the  queen  entreated  this  prince 
to  remove  the  centiuels  ported  within,  the  palace,  and  contiguous  paflages, 
agreeably  to  his  aflurances,  that  all  due  relpcdt  (tumid  be  obferved  to 
wards  the  royal  family,  the  Icing  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doubled,  and  fent 
an  oiHcer  todcmand  of  her  m.ijeftythc  keys  of  thii  fecret  cabinet.  The 
queen  obtained  this  officer's  confent,  thatthc  doors  fhould  be  fcaled  up  jbut 
ai^crwards  he  returned  with  orders  to  break  them  open  5  then  her  majefty 
placing  hcrfilf  before  the  door,  faid,  ih-.-  trutted  fo-hiuch  to  the  promifsof 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  (hat  Ihe  c«uld  not  believe  that  hs  h:;4.  given  fuch  or 
ders.  The  officer  declaring  that  his  orders  were  r-oFitive,  and  that  he 
durft  not  difobey  them,  rtje  continued  in  the  fame  place,  declaring  that 
if  violence  was  to  he  ufeti,  he  muft  begin  with  her.  The  officer  return 
ing  to  acquaint  the  king  with  what  had  pafle.d,  her  nwji-fty  conjured  the 
miniftersof  Prufjia  and  England  to  remind  his  roajefty  of  his  promif  •,  but 
her  r-pirtfentations  had  no  tftlii  5  the  officer  returned  with  frelh  orders 
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BOOK    while  the  Saxon  camp   was  blocked   up  on  every  fide 
he  fometimes  permitted  a  waggon,   loaded  with    frefh 
*~^V**'   provifion  and  o;ame,  to  pafs  unmol~fted  for  the    ufe   of 
*7$6:       his  Polifh  majefty. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Pruffian  army  advanced  into  Bohemia,  under  the 
command  of  Vcldt-Marcfchal  Keith  |,  who  reduced 
the  town  and  palace  of  Tetchen,  took  poffefuon  all  the 
paflcs,  and  encamped  near  Auflig,  a  fmrll  town  in  Bo 
hemia,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Imperial  army, 
amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  coun 
Brown,  an  officer  of  Irifh  extract,  who  had  often  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  field  by  his  courage,  vigilance, 
and  conduct.  His  Pruffian  majefty  having  left  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  for  the  blockade  of  Pirna,  affirm 
ed  in  perfon  the  command  of  Mare fchal  Keith's  corps, 
and  advanced  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On  the  2Qth 
Baflecf  day  of  September,  he  formed  his  troops  in  two  co- 
Lowof-  lumns,  aaid  in  the  evening  arrived  with  his  van  at 
chut-.  Wclmina,  from  whence  he  faw  the  Auftrian  army  port 
ed  with  its  right  at  Lowofchutz,  and  its  left  towards 
the  Egra.  Having  occupied  with  fix  battalions  a  hol 
low  way,  and  fome  rifmg  grounds,  which  commanded 
the  town  of  Lowofchutz,  he  remained  all  night  under 
arms  at  Welmina  ;  and  on  the  ift  day  of  October,  ear 
ly  in  the  morning,  formed  his  whole  army  in  order  of 
battle;  the  firft  line,  confiftingof  the  infantry,  occu 
pying  two  hills,  and  a  bottom  betwixt  them  ;  the  fe- 
cond  line  being  formed  of  fome  battalions,  and  the  third 
com pofed  of  the  whole  cavalry.  The  Auftrian  gene 
ral  had  taken  poffeffion  of  Lowofchutz,  with  a  great 
body  of  infantry,  and  placed  a  battery  of  cannon  in  front 
of  the  town  :  He  had  formed  his  cavalry  chequerwife, 
in  a  line  between  Lowofchutz  and  the  village  of  Sanf- 
chitz ;  and  pofted  about  two  thoufand  Croats  and  irre 
gulars  in  the  vineyards  and  avenues  on  his  right.  The 
morning  was  darkened  with  a  thick  fog  which  vanifh- 
ed  about  feven  :  Then  the  Pruffian  cavalry  advanced 

to  ufe  force,  in  fpite  of  the  oppofition  fiis  might  make  agiinft  it.  in  per 
fon.  The  queen,  finding  herfelf  in  danger  of  her  life,  at  length  with 
drew  :  The  doors  were  forced,  the  chefts  broke  open,  and  all  the  papers 
feized. 

f  Brother  to  the  Earl  Marefchal  of  Scotland,  a  gentleman  who  had 
fignalized  himfelf  as  a  general  in  the  Ruffian  army,  and  was  accounted 
one  of  the  beft  officers  of  his  time  3  not  more  admired  for  hjj  genius, 
than  amiable  Liliis  difpofition. 
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to  attack  the  enemy's  horfe,  but  received  fuch  a  fire  CHAP. 
from  the  irregulars,  polled  in  vineyards  and  dithces,  as 
well  as  from  a  numerous  artillery,,  that  they  were  ob-  ^^V^*"' 
JiiTC'd  to  retire  for  protection  to  the  rear  of  the  Pruflian  '756' 
infantry  and  cannon.  There  being  formed,  and  led 
back  to  the  charge,  they  made  an  impreflion  on  the 
Auftrian  cavalry,  r.nd  drove  the  irregulars  and  other 
bodies  of  infantry  from  the  ditches,  defiles,  and  vine 
yards  which  tlv^y  pofll-fled  :  But  they  fuffered  fo  feverely 
in  this  dangerous  fervice,  that  the  king  ordered,  them  to 
re-afcend  the  hill,  and  take  pod  again  behind  the  infan 
try,  from  whence  they  no  more  advanced.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  furious  cannonading  was  maintained  on  both 
fides  with  confiderable  eiTedl.  At  length,  the  left  of 
th~  Pruflian  infantry  was  ordered  to  attack  the  town  of 
Lowofchutz  in  flank  ;  but  met  with  a  very  warm  re 
ception,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  would  have  mifcarried, 
had  not  Veldt-Marefchal  Keith  headed  them  in  perfonj 
When  he  drew  his  fword,  and  told  them  he  would  lead 
them  on,  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that  all  their  pow- 
d-er  and  fliot  was  exhaufted  ;  he  turned  immediately  to 
them  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  faid  he  was  very 
glad  they  had  no  more  ammunition,  being  v/ell  allured 
the  enemy  would  not  withftand  them  at  pufh  of  ba 
yonet  ;  fo  faying,  he  advanced  at  their  head,  and  driving 
the  Auftrians  from  Lowofchutz,  fet  the  fuburbs  on  fire. 
Their  infantry  had  been  alredy  obliged  to  quit  the  emi 
nence  on  the  right  ;  and  now  their  whole  army  retired  to 
Budin,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Egra.  Some  prifoners, 
colours,  and  pieces  cf  cannon,  were  taken  on  both  fides  ; 
and  the  lofs  of  each  might  amount  to  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  killed  and  wounded  :  So  that,  on  the  whole  if, 
was  a  drawn  battle,  though  both  generals  claimed  the 
victory.  The  detail  of  the  action,  published  at  Berlin, 
declares  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  not  only  gained  the 
battle,  but  that  fame  day  eftabliihed  his  head  quarters 
at  Lowofchutz  :  Whereas  the  Auftrian  gazette  affirms, 
that  the  Marefchal  Count  Brown  obliged  his  Pruflian 
majefty  to  retire,  and  remained  all  night  on  the  field 
of  battle  ;  but  next  day,  finding  his  troops  in  want  of 
water,  he  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Budin-  If  the  battle 
Ivas  at  all  dec i five,  the  advantage  certainly  fell  to  the 
Auftrians  ;  for  his  Pruflian  majefty,  who,  in  all  proba 
bility,  had  hoped  to  winter  at  Prague,  was  obliged,  by 
th?  oppofition  h?  met  with,  to  refign  this  plan,  and  re 
treat  before  winter  into  the  eloclorr.tc  of  Saxony. 
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BOOK.  The  Pruflian  army  having  rejoined  that  body  which 
nl-  had  been  kf:  to  block:  up  the  Saxons  at  Pirna,  his  Po- 
lilh  majefly  and  his  troops  were  reduced  to  fuch  exrre- 
mity  of  want,  that  it  became  ijidifpenfibty  neceflary  ci 
ther  to  attempt  an  clc,:pe,  or  iurrcnder  to  the  king  of 
PrufTia.  The  former  part  of  the  alternative  wai  cho- 
fen,  and  the  plan  concerted  with  count  Browc,  the 
Auilrian  general,  v/ho,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execti- 
tien,  advanced  privately  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Lich- 
tendorf,  near  Schandau  ;  but  the  jundlioa  could  not  be 
erTecled.  On  the  I4th  day  of  October,  the  Saxons 
threw  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Elbe,  near  Konigftein, 
to  which  caftle  they  removed  all  their  artillery;  then 
ftriking  their  tents  in  the  night,.  paffed  the  river  undif- 
covered  by  the  enemy.  They  continued  to  retre?t 
with  all  poliible  expedition  ;  ''•  ut  the  roads  were  i'o  bad, 
they  made  little  progrefs.  Next  day,  when  part  of, 
them  had  advanced  about  half  way  up  a  hill  oppofite  to 
Konigftein,  and  the  re,ft  were  entangled  in  a  narrow 
plain»  where  there  was  no  room  to  a6t>  they  perceived  that 
the  Pruffiarr.  were  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  paffes,  and 
found  them  fel  yes  furroundtdon  e-very  iide,  fainting  with 
hunger  and  fctieue,  and  deftitute  of  every  convenience. 
In  this  deplorable  condition  they  remained,  when  the 
king  of  Poland,  from  the  foi  trefs  of  Kcnigflein,  fent  a 
letter  to  his  general,  the  Veldt  Marefchal  count  Ru- 
lowfki,  veiling  him  with  full  and  ciifcretionary  powers 
to  furrender,  or  take  fuch  other  meafures  as  he  fhould 
judae  moft  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  the  officers 
and  foldicrs  *.  By  this  time  count  ErOwn  h-d  retired 

*  The  letter  \vas  to  the  fcllo\ving  efi'sifl  : 
«£     Vclt-Marefchal  count  Rutow/ki, 

"  IT  is  not  without  extrcir.e  lorro*  I  underft&nd  ths  deplorable  fit'jation, 
\vhicha  chaii  of  ir.Lftirti.incs  has  rcferve-1  for  you,  the  reft  of  my  generals, 
anJ  my  whole  army  :  Cut  we  muftaequtefce  in  the  difpenfatLns  of  Pro 
vidence,  and  cGTifole  oui-felves  wilh  the  rcftjtuds  of  our  lentiments  and 
intentions.  I  '•!  ibrcu  me,  it  feerrs,  as  you  glvt  me  to  un.ic-./;and 

by  major-acncral  "lie  traron-  de  Dyheren,  to  fubmit  to  conditions  the  more 
fevere,  in  pvoporiionas  the  ci;  cumftancs,  are  become  if.ore  nectiiitous.  I 
cannot  hear  them  mentioned.  I  am  a  free  monarch  ;  fuch  I  live  ;  fuch 
I  will  die  ;  a'.c!  I  v\  ill  both  live  and  die  with  honour.  The  fate  of  my 
•mif  I  leave  wholly  to  your  difcretica.  J.>-tyour  council  of  _war  deter- 
wini;  whelb  •  n;\-!vcr  prii',r.c  '•  ;  i  r  vnr,  f.ll  by  the  fwovd,  or 

ciie  bv  famine.'  May  your  refblntions,  if  poffibltj  be  conduit  :d  by  hu 
manity:  \Vliati  vrrf  hey  :•/:•.>•  I':1,  1  T  y  fcare  in  them: 

AnJ  I  declare  you  iliatl  n^t  Lre  anfwcrable  -or  f  i.t-ht  but  one  thing,  name 


ly,  not  to  carry  at  ins  agaiirft  me  or  my  allies.     I  pray  God  may  ha 
Mr.  Marefchann  his  holy  keeping.     Give»  as-Kbrngftefo  the  i 


you, 
i4th  of 

Oclober,  17 

AUGUSTUS,  Rex." 

Toth.?  Velt-Ma;cf:hil  the  count 
K.utow/k.j. 
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to  Buddin,    fo  that   there    was    no    choice  left.     A  c  H  A  p' 
capitulation  was  demanded  :   But,  in  effe£t,  the   whole   , 
Saxon  army  was   obliged    to  furrender   at  difcretion  ;     ""Vs 
and  the  foldiers  were  afterwards  by  compulfion  incorpo-  The  Saxon 
rated  with  the  troops  of  Pruflia.     The   king  of  Poland  army  fur- 
being  thus  deprived    of  his    electoral    dominions,    his  rend-r3- 
troops,  arms,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  thought  it  high 
time  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety  and    retired  with  all 
expedition  to  Poland.     His   Pruflian  majefty   cantoned 
his  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seidlitz,  and   along 
the  Elbe  towords  Drefden.     His    other   army,   which 
had  entered  Bohemia,  under  the  command  of  the  count 
de  Schwerin,  retired  to   the  confines  of  the   county  of 
Glatz,  where  they  were  diftributed  in  quarters  canton 
ment  ;  fo  this  fhort  campaign  was  finifhed  by  the  begin 
ning  of  November. 

The  king  of  Poland,  in  his  diftrefs,  did  not  fail  to 
implore  the  affiftance  and  meditation  of  neutral  powers 
His  minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
ftates-general,  complaining,  that  the  invafion  of  Sax 
ony  was  one  of  thofe  attacks  againft  the  law  of  nations, 
which  from  the  great  refpecl:  due  to  this  law,  demanded 
the  affiftance  of  every  power  intsrefted  in  the  preferva- 
tionof  its  own  liberty  and  independency.  He  obferv- 
ed,  that,  from  the  firft  glimpfe  of  mifunderftanding  be 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  hehadexpreffly 
enjoined  his  minfters  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe  to  de 
clare,  that  it  was  his  firm  refolution,  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  to  obferve  the  ftrlfteft  neutra 
lity.  He  reprekmed,  that  a  free  and  neutral  ftate  had 
been,  in  the  midft  of  peace,  invaded  by  an  enemy,  who 
difguifed  himfelf  under  the  mafque  of  friendfhip,  with 
out  alledging  the  leaft  complaint,  or  any  pretenfion 
whatfoever  ;  but  founding  himfelf  folely  on  his  own 
convenience,  made  himfelf  mafter,  by  armed  fo^ce,  of 
all  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  electorate,  difmantling 
iorne,  and  fortying  others  :  That  he  had  difarmed  the 
burghers  ;"  carried  off  the  mag:ftiates,  as  hoftages  for 
the  payment  of  unjuft  and  ero.Miou-'  contributions  of 
proviiions  and  forage  ;  feized  the  coffers,  confifcated  the 
revenues  of  the  electorate,  broke  open  the  arfenals, 
and  tranfported  the  arms  and  artillery  to  his  ov/n  town 
of  Magdeburgh  ;  aboliflied  the  privy-council,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  the  lawful  government,  eftabl'fhed  a  directory, 
which  acknowledged  no  other  law  but  his  own  arbitra 
ry  will.  He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  all  thefe 
proceedings  were  no  other  than  preliminaries  to  the 

VOL.   III.  K 
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BOOK  unhcard-of  treatment  which  was  referved  for  a  queen, 
in-  whofe  virtues  ought  to  have  commanded  refpect,  even 
^•*"Y">-'  from  her  enemies  :  That,  from  the  hands  of  that  au- 
17S6"-  guft  princefs,  the  archives  of  the  ftate  were  forced  away 
by  menaces  and  violences,  notwithstanding  the  fecu- 
rity  which  her  majefty  had  promifed  herfelf  under  the 
protection  of  all  Jaws,  human  and  divine  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  repeated  affarances  given  by  the  king  of 
PrulTia,  that  not  only  her  perfon,  and  the  place  of  her 
refidence,  fhould  be  abfolutly  fufe,  but  that  even  the 
Pruffian  garrifon  fhould  be  under  her  direction.  He 
obferved,  that  a  prince,  who  declared  himfelf  protector 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  had  begun  the  war,  by 
crufhing  the  very  ftate  to  which  that  religion  owes  its 
eftablifhment,  and  prefervation  of  its  moft  invrluable 
rights  :  That  he  had  broke  through  the  moft  r ^fpecta- 
ble  laws  which  conftitute  the  union  of  the  Germanic 
body,  under  colour  of  a  defence  which  the  empire  ftood 
in  no  need  of,  except  againft  himfelf :  That  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  while  he  infifts  on  having  entered  Saxony 
as  a  friend,  demands  his  army,  the  adminiftration  of  his 
dominions,  and,  in  a  word,  the  facrifice  of  his  whole 
electorate;  and  that  the  Pruffian  directory,  in  the  de 
claration  of  motives,  published  under  the  nofe  of  a 
prince  to  whom  friendfhip  was  pretended,  thought  it 
fuperfiuous  to  alledge  even  any  pretext  to  colour  the 
ufurpation  of  his  territories  and  revenues — -Though 
this  was  certainly  the  cafe,  in  his  Pruffian  majefty's  firft 
expofition  of  motives,  the  omiffion  was  afterwards  fup- 
plied,  in  a  fubfequent  memorial  to  the-  ftates-general ; 
in  which  he  charged  the  king  of  Poland  as  an  accom 
plice  in,  if  not  an  acceflary  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh; 
and  even  taxed  him  with  having  agreed  to  a  partition 
of  Come  Pruffian  territories,  when  the  fhould  be  con 
quered.  This  treaty  of  partition,  however,  appear  to 
have  been  made  in  time  of  aitual  war,  before  all  caufe 
of  difpute  was  removed  by  the  peace  of  Drefden. 
lm  crial  While  the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  armies  were  in  the 

decrees  a-    fijld,  their  refpedlivc  minifters  were  not  idle  at  Ratif- 
gnnft  the     bon,  where  three  Imperial   decrees  were  publifhed   a- 
Frufliaf       §a'n^  n's  Pruffian  majefty:   The  firft,  fummoning  that 
prince  to  withdraw  his    troops    from  the  electorate  of 
Saxony:  The   fecond,  commanding  all   the  veiFals  of 
the  empire,  employed   by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  to  quit 
that  fervice  immediately;  and  the  third,  forbidding  the 
members  of  the  empire  to  fuffer  any  levies  of  foldiers, 
for  the  Pruffian   fervice.  to  be  raifed  within  their  re- 
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fpe&ive  jurifdiftions.  The  French  minifter  declared  C  H  A  P 
to  the  diet,  that  the  proceedings  of  his  Prufiian  majefty 
having  difclofed  to  the  world  the  project  concerted  be-  v-*"Y"'s-; 
tvveen  that  prince  and  the  king  of  England,  to  excite  I75 
in  the  empire  a  religious  war,  which  might  be  favour 
able  to  their  particular  views,  his  moft  Chriftian  maje 
fty,  in  confequence  of  his  engegement  with  the  em- 
piefs-queen,  and  many  other  princes  of  the  empire, 
being  refolved  to  fuccour  them  in  the  moft  efficacious 
manner,  would  forthwith  fend  fuch  a  number  of  troops 
to  their  aid,  as  misihtbe  thought  neceflary  to  preferve 
the  liberty  of  the  Germanic  body.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Pruffcn  minifter  aflured  the  diet,  that  his  mafter 
would  very  foon  produce  the  proofs  that  were  come  to 
his  hands,  of  the  plan  concert-  d  by  the  courts  of  Vienna 
andDrefden,  for  the  fubverfion  of  his  electoral  houfe, 
and  for  impoling  upon  him  a  yoke,  which  feemed  to 
threaten  the  whole  empire. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  Ruffian  refident  at  the 
Hague  communicated  to  the  ftates- general  a  declara 
tion  from  his  miftrefs,  importing,  that  her  Imperial 
majefty  having  feen  a  memorial  prefented  at  the  court 
of  Vienna  by  the  king  of  Pruffia's  envoy  extraordinary, 
was  thereby  convinced  that  his  Pruffian  majefty's  in 
tention  was  to  attack  the  territories  of  the  emprefs- 
queen  ;  in  which  cafe,  fhe  (the  czarina)  was  inevita 
bly  obliged  to  fuccour  her  ally  with  all  her  forces  ;  for 
which  end  fhe  had  ordered  all  her  troops  in  Livonia  to 
be  forthwith  afTembled  on  the  frontiers,  and  hold  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march :  That,  moreover,  the 
Ruffian  admiralty  had  been  enjoined  to  provide 
immediately  a  fufficient  uumber  of  gallies  for  tranf- 
porting  a  large  body  of  troops  to  Lubeck.  The 
minifters  of  the  emptefs-queen,  both  at  the  Hague  and 
at  London,  delivered  memorials  to  the  ftates-general 
and  his  Britannic  majefty,  demanding  the  fuccours 
which  thefe  two  powers  were  bound  to  afford  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle;  but  their 
high  mightinefles  kept  warily  aloof,  by  dint  of  cvsfion, 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  far  otherwife  engag 
ed.  The  invafion  of  Saxony  had  well  nigh  produced 
tragedies  in  the  royal  family  of  France.  The  dauphi- 
nefs,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  no  foon- 
er  learned  the  diftrefsful  circumftances  of  her  parents, 
the  king  and  queen  of  Poland,  than  fhe  was.  feized  with 
violent  fits,  which  occafioned  a  mifcarriagc,  and 
brought  her  life  into  the  moft  imminent  danger.  The 
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BOOK  Pruflian  minifter  was  immediately  ordered  to  quit  Ver- 
.  faille?  ;  and   directions  were   difpatched  to    the  French 

v"""Y^Nl^  minifter  at  Berlin,  to  retire  from  that  court  without 
175  '  taking  leave.  Finally,  the  emperor  of  Germany  con 
cluded  a  new  convention  with  the  French  king,  /egu- 
lating  the  fuccours  to  be  derived  from  that  quarter: 
He  claimed,  in  all  the  ufual  forms,  the  affiftance  of  the 
Germanic  body,  as  guarantee  of  the  pragmatic  faction, 
and  treaty  of  Drefden  ;  and  Sweden  was  alfo  addreffed 
on  tae  fame  fubject. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  did  not  pa  (lively  bear  all  the  im 
putations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  conduct.  His  mi 
nifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial,  in  anfwer  to 
that  of  the  Saxon  refident,  in  which  he  accufed  the 
court  of  Drefden  of  having  adopted  every  part  of  the 
fcheme  which  his  enemies  had  formed  for  his  deftruc- 
tion.  He  affirmed,  That  the  Saxon  minifters  had,  in 
all  the  courts  of  Europe,  played  off  every  engine  of 
unwarrantable  politics,  in  order  to  pav<-  the  way  for 
the  execution  of  their  project :  That  they  had  endea 
voured  to  give  an  odions  turn  to  his  moft  innocent  ac 
tions  :  That  they  had  fpared  neither  malicious  infinua- 
tions,  nor  even  the  rnoft  atrocious  calumnies,  to  alie 
nate  all  the  world  from  his  majefty,  and  raife  up  ene 
mies  againft  him  every  where.  He  faid,  he  had  re 
ceived  information  that  the  court  of  Saxony  intended 
to  let  his  troops  pafs  freely,  and  afterwards  wait  for 
events  of  which  they  might  avail  themfeives,  either  by 
joining  'his  enemies,  or  making  a  diversion  in  his  do 
minions  :  That  in  fuch  a  iltuation  he  could  not  avoid 
having  recourfe  to  the  only  means  which  were  left 
him  for  preventing  his  inevitable  ruin,  by  putting  it 
out  of  the  power  of  Saxony  to  increafe  the  number  of 
his  enemies.  He  ail.-rtcd,  That  all  the  meafures  he 
had  purfued  in  that  electorate  were  but  the  neceilary 
confequencesof  the  fiift  refolution  he  was  forced  to 
take  for  his  own  prefervation :  That  he  had  done 
nothing  but  deprived  the  court  of  Saxony  of  the  means 
of  hurting  him;  and  this  had  been  done  with  all  pof- 
fible  moderation  :  That  the  country  enjoyed  all  the  fe- 
curity  and  all  the  quiet  which  could  be  expected  in  the 
very  tnidfl  of  peace,  the  Pruilian  troops  obferving  the 
moft  exact  difcipline  :  That  all  due  refpect  was  fliown 
to  the  queen  of  Poland,  who  had  been  prevailed  upon, 
by  the  molt  fuitable  reprefentation?,  to  fuffer  fome  pr- 
pers  to  be  taken  from  the  paper  office,  of  which  his 
PrufTian  majefty  already  had  copies ;  and  thought  it 
necefiary,  toafcerr^in  the  dangerous  defign  of  the  Sax- 
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on  miniftry  againft  him,  to   fecure  the   originals  ;  the  CHAP 
exiftence  and  reality    of  which   might   otherwife   have       VI- 
been  denied.     He  obferved,  that  every  man  has  a  right  (**~\f~*J 
to  prevent   the  mifchief  with  which    he  is  threatened,      J756- 
and  to  retort  it  upon  its  author :  and   that   neither  the 
conftitutions  nor  the  laws  of  the  empire,  could  cbftn:6t 
the  exertion  of  a   risht  fo  fuperior  to  all  ethers  as  that 
of  felf-prefervation  and    felf-defence  ;  efpecially   when 
the  depofitory  of  thefe  Jaws  is  fo   clofely  united  to  the 
enemy,  as  manifeftly  to  abufe  his  power   in   her  fa 
vour. 

But  the  moft  important  ftep  which  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jefty  took  in  his  own  juftifkation,  was  that  of  publilh- 
ing  another  memorial,  fpecifying  the  conduit  of  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  and  their  dangerous  de- 
figns  againft  his  perfon  and  intereft,  together  with  the 
original  documents  adduced  as  proofs  of  thefe  fmifter 
intentions.  As  a  knowledge  of  thefe  pieces  is  requi- 
fite  to  form  adiftincl  idea  of  the  motives  which  produc 
ed  the  dreadful  war  upon  the  continent,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  ufher  the  fubftance  of  them  to  the  reader's  ac 
quaintance.  His  Pruffian  majefty  affirms,  That  to  ar 
rive  at  the  fource  of  the  vaft  plan  upon  which  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Saxony  had  been  employed  againft  him 
ever  fince  the  peace  of  Drefden,  we  muft  trace  it  as  far 
back  as  the  war  which  preceded  this  peace :  That  the 
fond  hopes  which  the  two  allied  courts  had  conceived 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-four,  gave  occafion  to  a 
treaty  of  eventual  partition,  ftipulating,  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  fhould  po fiefs  the  duchy  of  Silefia  and  the 
county  of  Glatz  ;  while  the  king  of  Poland,  ele&orof 
Saxony,  fhould  fhare  the  duchies  of  IVbgdeburgh  and 
Croifien  ;  the  circles  of  Zullichow  and  Swibus,  toge 
ther  with  the  Pruflian  part  of  Lufatia:  That  after  the 
peace  of  Drefden,  concluded  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
fevcn  hundred  and  forty-five,  there  was  no  further 
room  for  a  treaty  of  this  nature:  Yet  the  court  of  Vi 
enna  propofed  to  that  of  Saxony  a  new  alliance,  in 
which  the  treaty  of  eventual  partition  fhould  be  re 
newed:  But  this  laft  thought  it  necefiary,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  give  a  greater  confiftency  to  their  plan,  by 
grounding  it  upon  an  alliance  bteween  the  emprefs- 
queenand  the  czarina.  Accordingly,  thefe  two  pow 
ers  did,  in  fac~r,  conclude  a  defrnfive  alliance  at  Pe- 
terfburgh  in  the  courfeofthe  enfuing  year:  But  the 
body  or  oftenfible  part  of  this  treaty  was  compofed 
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BOOK  merely  with  a  view  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  public  fix  fecret  articles,  the  fourth  of  which  was 

^">P^  levelled  lingly  againft  Prufiia,  according  to  the  exa6r. 
i756'  copy  of  it  which  appeared  among  the  documents.  In 
this  article,  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohe 
mia  fets  out  with  a  proteftation,  that  fhe  will  religi- 
oufly  obferve  the  treaty  of  Drefden  :  But  explains  her 
real  way  of  thinking  upon  the  fubjeft,  a  little  lower, 
in  the  following  terms  :  u  If  the  king  of  Pruffia  fliould 
"  be  the  firft  to  depart  from  this  peace,  by  attacking 
*'  cither  JKT  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary 
"  and  Bohemia,  or  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
"  fia,  or  even  the  republic  of  Poland  ;  in  all  thefe  cafes 
"  the  rights  of  the  emprefs-queen  to  Silefia  and  the 
"  county  of  Glatz  would  again  take  place,  and  recover 
"  their  full  effecl: :  The  two  contracting  parties  fhould 
"  mutually  affift  each  other  with  fixty  thoufand  men  to 
"  atchieve  thefe  conquefts."  The  king  obferves  up 
on  this  article,  that  every  war  which  can  arifc  between 
him  and  Ruffia,  or  the  republic  of  Poland,  would  be 
looked  upon  as  a  manifeft  infraction  of  the  peace  of 
Drefden,  and  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  to  Silefia;  though  neither  Ruffia  nor  there- 
public  of  Poland  is  at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty  of 
Drefden ;  and  though  the  latter,  with  which  the  king 
lived  in  the  moft  intimate  friendftiip,  was  not  even  in 
alliance  with  the  court  of  Vienna  :  That,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  received  among  all 
civilized  nations,  the  moft  the  court  of  Vienna  could 
be  authorifed  to  do  in  fuch  cafes,  would  be  to  fend  thofe 
fuccours  to  her  allies  which  are  due  to  them  by  treaties, 
without  her  having  the  leaft  pretence,  on  that  account 
to  free  herfelf  from  the  particular  engagements  fubfift- 
ing  between  her  and  the  king  :  He  appealed,  therefore, 
to  the  judgment  of  the  impartial  world,  whether  in 
this  fecret  article  the  contracting  powers  had  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  a  defenfive  alliance;  or  whether 
this  article  did  not  rather  contain  a  plan  of  an  offenfive 
alliance  againft  the  king  of  Pruflia.  He  affirmed,  it 
was  obvious,  from  this  article,  that  the  court  of  Vi 
enna  had  prepared  three  pretences  for  the  recovery  of 
Silefia;  and  that  fhe  thought  to  attain  her  end,  either 
by  provoking  the  king  to  commence  hoftilities,  againft 
her,  or  to  kindle  a  war  between  his  majefty  and  RufTia, 
by  her  fecret  intrigues  and  machinations.  He  alledg- 
ed,  that  the  court  of  Saxcny,  being  invited  to  accede 
to  this  alliance,  eagerly  accepted  the  invitation;  fur- 
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nifhed  its  miniflers  at  Peterfburgh  with  full  powers  for  c  H  A  P. 
that  purpofe  ;  and  ordered  them  to  declare,  that  their  VI- 
mafter  was  not  only  ready  to  accede  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  ^V"*"' 
but  alfoto  the  fecret  article  a^ainft  Pruflia,  and  to  join  *756- 
in  the  regulations  made  by  the  two  courts,  provided 
effectual  meafures  fhould  be  taken,  as  well  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  Saxony,  as  for  its  indemnification  and  recom- 
pence,  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  and  progrefs  that 
might  be  made :  That  the  court  of  Drefden  declared,  if 
upon  any  frefli  attack  from  the  king  of  Pruflia,  the 
emprefs-queen  fhould,  by  their  afliftance,  not  only  re 
conquer  Silefia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  but  alfo  re 
duce  him  within  narrower  bounds,  the  king  of  Poland, 
as  elector  of  Saxony,  would  abide  by  the  partition  for 
merly  ftipulated  between  him  and  the  emprefs-queen. 
He  alfo  declared,  that  count  Lofs,  the  Saxon  minifter 
at  Vienna,  was  charged  to  open  a  private  negociation 
for  fettling  an  eventual  partition  of  the  conqueft  which 
might  be  made  on  Pruflia,  by  laying  down,  as  the  ba- 
fisofit,  the  treaty  of  Leipfick,  figned  on  the  i8th  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  for 
ty-five,  as  would  appear  by  the  documents  affixed.  He 
owned  it  had  been  fuppofed,  through  the  whple  of  this 
negociation,  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  fhould  be  the 
aggreflbr  againft  the  court  of  Vienna  ;  but  he  infifted, 
that  even  in  this  cafe  the  king  of  Poland  could  have  on 
right  to  make  conquefts  on  his  Pruflian  majefty.  He 
likewife  acknowledged,  that  the  court  of  Saxony  had 
not  yet  acceded  in  form  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh  ; 
but  he  obferved,  its  allies  were  given  to  underftand 
again  and  again,  that  it  was  ready  to  accede  without 
reftri&ion,  whenever  this  could  be  done  without  rifque ; 
and  the  advantages  to  be  gained  fhould  be  fecured  in 
its  favour  :  Circumftances  proved  by  divers  authentic 
documents,  particularly  by  a  letter  from  count  Flem 
ing  to  count  de  Bruhl,  informing  him,  that  count 
Uhlefield  had  charged  him  to  reprefcnt  afrefh  to  his 
court,  that  they  could  not  take  too  fecure  meafures 
againft  the  ambitious  views  of  the  king  of  Pruflia : 
That  Saxony,  in  particular,  ought  to  be  cautions,  as 
being  the  moft  expofed :  That  it  was  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  ftrengthen  their  old  engagements  upon 
the  footing  propofed  by  the  late  count  de  Harrach,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five ;  a 
ftep  which  might  be  taken  on  occafion  of  his  Polifh 
majefty's  acceflion  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbnrgh.  The 
anfwer  of  count  Bruhl  to  this  difpatch  imported,  That 
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BOOK,  the  king  of  Poland  was  not  averfe  to  treat  in  the  ut- 
moft  fecrecy  with  the  court  of  Vienna  about  fuccours, 

^^"Y^^  by  private  and  confidential  declarations  relating  to  the 
17561  fourth  fccret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  on 
condition  of  rcafonable  terms  and  advantages,  which, 
in  this  cafe,  ought  to  be  granted  to  his  majefly.  He 
quoted  other  difpatches,  to  prove  the  unwillingnefs  of 
his  Polifh  inajefty  to  declare  himfelf,  until  the  king  of 
PrufTia  fhould  be  attacked,  and  his  forces  divided  ;  and 
that  this  fcrupls  was  admitted  by  the  allies  of  Saxony. 
From  thefe  premiffes  he  deduced  this  inference,  that 
the  court  of  Drcfden,  without  having  acceded  in  form 
to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbursh,  was  not  lefs  an  accom 
plice  in  the  dangerous  defigns  which  the  court  of  Vi 
enna  had  grounded  upon  this  treaty ;  and  that  having 
been  dilpenfed  with  from  a  formal  concurrence,  it  had 
only  waited  for  that  moment  when  it  might,  without 
running  any  great  rifque,  concur  in  effect,  and  fhare 
the  fpoils  of  its  neighbour.  In  expectation  of  this  pe 
riod,  he  faid,  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon  minifters  labour 
ed,  in  concert  and  underhand,  with  the  more  ardour, 
to  bring  the  cafus  ftsderis  into  existence  ;  for  it  being 
laid  down  as  a  principle  in  the  treaty,  that  any  war 
whatever  between  him  and  Ruffia  would  authorize  the 
emprefs-queen  to  retake  Sileii?.,  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  done  but  to  kindle  fuch  a  war  ;  for  which 
purpofe  no  method  was  found  more  proper  than  that  of 
embroiling  the  king  with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  ;  and  to 
provoke  that  princefs  with  all  forts  of  falfe  infmuations, 
impoftures,  and  the  moft  attxocious  calumnies,  in  lay 
ing  to  his  majefty's  charge  a  variety  of  dsilg'ns,  fome- 
times  ngainft  Ruffia,  and  even  the  perfon  of  the  czari 
na  ;  fometimes  views  upon  Poland,  and  fometimes  in 
trigues  in  Sweden.  By  ihefe  and  other  fuch  contri 
vances  he  affirmed  they  had  kindled  the  animofity  of  the 
emprtf1;  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  council  held  in  the 
month  of  O&ober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun 
dred  and  fifty-three,  fhe  had  refolved  to  attack  thrking 
ofPruffia,  without  any  further  difcufTion,  whether  he 
Ihould  fall  upon  any  of"  the  allies  of  Ruliia,  or  one  of 
them  fhould  begin  with  him  :  A  refolution  which  for 
that  time  was  fruftrated  by  their  want  cf  feamen  and 
magazines  ;  but  the  prep:;r;iti~:is  v.rc;c  continued,  un 
der  pretence  of  keeping  ih cm fc.lv js  in  a  condition  to 
fulfil  their  engagements  contracted  ia  the  laft  fubfuliary 
convention  with  England;  and  when  all  were  finifhcd, 
the  ftorm  would  fall  on  the  king  of  Pruflla. 
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This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  famous   memorial  pu-  c  HA  P. 
blifhedby  his  Pruffian  majefty,  to  which  the  juftifying   ,, 
pieces  or  authentic  documents   were    annexed  ;  and  to        J^ 
which  a  circuT.ftantial    anfwer    was  exhibited    by   the      1756- 
partizans  of  her   Imperial  majefty.     Specious    reafons 
may,  doubtlefs,  be  adduced  on   either  fide  of  alrroft  any 
difpute,  by  writers  of  ingenuity  ;  but,   in   examining 
this  conteft,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  both  fides   adopted 
illicit  practices.     The  emprefs-queen  and  the  elector  of 
Saxony  had    certainly  a  right  to  form  defenfive  treaties 
for  their   own   prefervation  •,  and,  without  all  doubt,  it 
was  their  intereft   and  their  duty  to  fccure   thernfelves 
from  the    enterprizes  of  fuch  a  formidable    neighbour  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,   the  contracting  parties    fsem   to 
have  carried  their  views  much    further   than   defenfive 
meafures.     Perhaps  the  court  of  Vienna  confidered  the 
ceflion  of  Silefia  as    a  circumftan  ce  altogether  compul- 
five,and,  therefore,  not  binding    againft  the   rights    of 
natural  equity.     She   did   not   at   all    doubt,  that  the 
king  of  Prufiia  would  be  tempted  by  his   ambition  and 
great  warlike  power,  to  take  fame  ftep  which  might  be 
juftly  interpreted  into  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  ofDref- 
den  ;  ard,    in  that  cafe,  fne  was   determined  to  avail 
herfelfof  the    confederacy  the  had   formed,    that   fhe 
might  retrieve  the  countries  fhe  had  loft  by  the    unfor 
tunate  events  of  the  laft  war,  as  well  as  bridle  the    dan 
gerous  power  and  difpofition  of  the  Pruflian  monarch  ; 
and,  in  all  probability,  the  king  of  Poland,  over   and  a- 
bove  the  fame  consideration,    was  defirous  of  fome  in 
demnification  for  thelaft  irruption  into  his  electoral  do 
minions,  and  the  great  fums  he  had  paid  for  the  fubfe- 
quent  peace.     Whether   they  where  authorifed    by  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations  to  make  reprifals  by  an  aclu- 
al  partition  of  the  countries  they  might  conquer,  fuppo- 
fing  him  to  be  the  aggreflbr,  we  ihall  not  pretend  to  de 
termine  ;  but  it  does  not  at  all  appear,  that  his    Prufli- 
an  majafty's  danger  was  fuch  as    entitled  him    to  take 
thofe  violent  fteps  which  he  now  attempted  to  juftify. 

By  this  time  the  flame  of  war  was  kindled  up  to  a 
blaze  that  foon  filled  the  empire  with  ruin  and  de- 
folation  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruilia  had  drawn  upon  him- 
felf  the  refentment  of  the  three  greateft  powers  in  Ku- 
rope,  who  laid  afide  their  former  animofities,  and  eve 
ry  confideration  of  that  balance  which  it  had  coft  fuch 
blood  and  treafure  to  preferve,  in  order  to  confpire  his 
deftruclion.  1'he  king  himfelf  could  not  but  forefee 
this  confederacy,  and  know  the  power  it  might  exert; 

Vol.  in.  L 
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BOOK  but  probably  he  confided  fo  much  in  the  number,  the 
valour,  and  Jifcipline  of  his  troops  ;  in  the  fkill  of  his 
officers;  in  his  own  conduit  and  activity  ;  that  he 
hoped  to  crufh  the  houfe  of  Auftriaby  one  rapid  endea 
vour  vt  the  tarter  end  of  the  fe-.fon,  or  at  leaft  eftabliih 
hi-  -•£  If  in  Bohemia,  before  her  allies  could  move  to  her 
a'Tidance.  In  this  hope,  however,  he  was  difrppoint^d 
by  the  vigilance  oftheAuftrian  councils.  He  found 
the  emprefs-queen  in  a  condition  to  make  head  againfr. 
him  in  every  avenue  to  her  dominions;  and  in  a  fair 
wayof  beinir  a  (lifted  by  the  circles  of  the  empire.  He 
faw  hiir.f.lf  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Ruf 
fian  emprefc,  and  the  fword  of  France  gleaming  over 
his  head,  without  any  profpecl:  of  affiftance  but  that 
which  he  rrisiht  derive  from  his  alliance  with  Great 
Britain.  Thus  the  king  of  Enghr.d  exchanged  the 
alliance  of  Ruffia,  who  \vas  his  fubfidiary,  and  the 
friendship  of  the  emprefs-qujeen,  his  old  and  natural 
ally,  for  a  new  connection  with  his  Pruffian  majefty, 
who  could  neither  aft  as  an  auxiliary  to  Great  Britain, 
nor  i.s  a  protector  to  Hanover  ;  and  for  this  connection, 
the  advantage  of  which  was  merely  negative,  fuch  a 
price  was  paid  by  England  as  had  never  been  given  by 
any  other  potentate  of  Europe,  even  for  fervicesof  the 
greatefl  importance. 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  Saxon  mini- 
fler  at  Ratifbon  delivered  to  the  diet  a  new  and  ample 
memorial,  explaining  the  lamentable  ftate  of  that  electo 
rate,  and  imploring  a  frefh  the  afliftance  of  the  empire. 
The  king  of  Pruffia  had  alfo  addrefTcd  a  letter  to  the 
.diet,  demanding  fuccour  of  the  feveral  dates,  agreeably 
to  their  guarantees  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and 
Drefden  ;  but  the  rrinifter  of  Mentz,  as  director  of  the 
the  diet,  bavins;  refufed  to  1  '/  it  before  that 
aflembly  the  minifter  of  Brandenburgh  ordered  it 
to  ht:  pointed,  and  fent  to  his  court  for  further  inftruc- 
tion?.  In  the  mean  time,  his  Pruffian  majefty  thought 
proper  to  intimate  to  the  king  and  fenate  of  Poland, 
that  fhould  the  Ruffian  troops  be  permitted  to  march 
through  that  kingdom,  they  might  expe£t  to  fee  their 
country  made  a  fcene  of  war  and  defolation. 

Differenc-  ^n  ^rance»  ^nc  proipedt  of  general  and  fanguinary 
war  did  not  at  all  alta.y  the  dilturbance  which  fprang 
from  the  diffsntion  between  the  clergy  and  parliament, 
toucmng  tne  bull  Unigenitus.  The  king  being  again 
brought  over  to  the  eccleliaftical  fide  of  the  difpute, 
rceived  a  brief  from  the  Pope,  laying  it  down  as  a 
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fundamental  article,  that  whofoever  refufos  to  fubmit  to  c  H  A  p- 
the  bull  Unigenitus  is  in  the  way  to  damnation  ;  and  Vi- 
certain  cafes  are  fpecified,  in  which  the  lacraments  are  ^"^"^^ 
to  be  denied.  The  parliament  of  Paris,  confidering  1756- 
this  brief  or  bull  as  a  di reel:  attack  upon  the  rights  of 
the  Gallican  church,  iffued  an  arret  or  decree,  fuppref- 
fing  th:  faid  bull  ;  referving  to  themfdves  the  right  of 
providing  againft  the  inconveniences  with  which  it 
might  be  attended  ;  as  well  as  the  privilege  to  main 
tain  in  their  full  force  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
the  power  and  jurifdiclion  of  the  bifhops,  the  liberties 
of  the  Gallican  church,  and  the  cufboms  of  the  realm. 
The  king  diflattsfied  with  their  interpolation,  declared 
his  defign  to  hold  a  bed  of  jufrice  in  perfori  at  the  pa 
lace.  Accordingly,  on  the  I2^h  day  of  November,  the 
whole  body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to  ten  thoufand 
men,  took  poft  in  the  city  of  Paris  ;  and  next  day  the 
king  repaired  with  the  ufual  ceremony  to  the  palace, 
where  the  bed  of  juftice  was  held  ;  among  other  regu 
lations,  an  edicl  \yas  ifTued  for  fupprefTmg  the  fourth 
and  fifth  chambers  of  inqucfts,  the  members  of  which 
had  remarkably  diftinguiflled  themfelves  by  their  oppo- 
fition  to  the  bull  Unigenitus. 

In  England,  the  dearth  of  corn,  arifing  in  a  great 
mcafure  from  the  iniquitous  practice  of  engroffing, 
was  fo  feverely  felt  by  the  common  people,  that  infur- 
re&ions  v/ere  raifed  in  Shropshire  and  Warwickfhire 
by  the  populace,  in  conjunction  with  the  colliers,  who 
feized  by  violence  all  the  provifion  they  could  find  ; 
pillaging  without  diflinction  the  millers,  farmers,  gro 
cers,  and  butchers,  until  they  were  difperfed  by  th? 
gentlemen  of  the  country,  at  the  heads  of  their  tenants 
and  dependents.  Diforders  of  the  fame  nature  were 
excited  by  the  colliers  on  the  forefl  of  Dean,  and  thole 
employed  in  the  works  in  Cumberland.  The  corpo 
rations,  noblemen,  and  gentlemen,  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  exerted  themfelves  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  who  were  greatly  diftreffed  ;  and  a  grand  council 
beingafTe  mbled  atSt.  James's  on  the  fame  fubj  eel)  a  pro 
clamation  was  publiihed,  for  putting  the  laws  in  fpeedy 
and  effe&ual  execution  againft  the  foreftallers  and  en- 
groners  of  corn. 

The  fear  of  an  invafion  having  now  fubfidcd,  and 
Hanover  being  fuppofed  in  greater  danger  than  Great 
Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  electorate  were  tranfpor- 
ted  from  England  to  their  own  country.  At  thelatter 
end  of  the  feafon,  when  the  weather  became  fevere,  the 
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B  °m  K  innkeePers  .of  England  refufed  to  admit  the  Hefllan  fol- 
diers  into  winter  quarters,  as  no  provifion  had  been  made 
for  that  purpofe  by  act  of  parliament  ;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  hut  their  camp,  and  remain  in  the  open 
fields  till  January  ;  but  the  rigour  of  this  uncomforta 
ble  fituation  was  foftened  by  the  hand  of  generous  cha 
rity,  which  liberally  fupplied  them  with  all  manner  of 
refrefhment,  and  other  conveniences  :  An  humane  in- 
terpofition,  which  refcued  the  national  character  from 
the  imputation  of  cruelty  and  ingratitude. 

On  thefecond  day  of  December,  his  majefry  opened 
tifh  *^e  feflion  of"  parliament  with  a  fpeech    that   feemed  to 

parliament,  be  dictated  by  the  genius  of  England.  He  exprefTed 
his  confidence,  that,  under  the  guidance  of  Divine 
Providence,  the  union,  fortitude,  and  affection  of  his 
people  would  inable  him  to  furmount  all  difficulties, 
and  vindicate  the  dignity  of  his  crown  againft  the  anci 
ent  enemy  of  Great  Britain.  H~  declared  that  the  fuc- 
cour  and  preservation  of  America  conftituted  a  main 
object  of  his  attention  and  folicitude  ;  and  obferved, 
that  the  growing  danger  to  which  the  Britifh  colonies 
.might  ftand  cxpofed,  from  late  lofies  in  that  country, 
demanded  refolutions  of  vigour  and  difpatch.  He  faid 
an  adequate  and  firm  defence  at  home  fhould  maintain 
the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts  ;  and,  in  this  great  view, 
he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  to  remove  all 
grounds  of  diffatisfaction  from  his  people :  For  this 
end,  he  recommended  to  the  care  and  diligence  of  the 
parliament,  the  framing  of  a  national  militia,  planned 
and  regulated  with  equ.il  regard  to  thejuft  rights  of  his 
crown  and  people  ;  an  inftitution  which  might  become 
one  good  refource  in  time  of  general  danger.  He  took 
notice,  that  the  unnatural  union  of  councils  abroad,  the 
calamities  which  in  confequence  of  this  unhappy  con 
junction,  might,  by  irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into 
the  empire,  (hake  its  conftitution,  overturn  its  fyfrem, 
and  threaten  oppreffion  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  on  the 
continent,  were  events  which  muft  fenfibly  affect  the 
minds  of  the  Britifh.  nation,  and  had  fixed  the  eyes  of 
Europe  on  this  new  and  dangerous  crifis.  He  gave 
them  to  underftand,  that  the  body  of  his  electoral 
troops,  which  were  brought  hither  at  the  defire  of  his 
parliament,  he  had  now  directed  to  return  to  his  domi 
nions  in  Germany,  relying  with  pleafure  on  the  fpirit 
and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  his  perfon  and 
realm.  He  told  the  commons,  that  he  confided  in  their 
wifdom,  for  preferring  more  vigorous  efforts,  though 
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more  cxpenfive,  to  a  lefs  effectual,  and    therefore  lefs  CHAP. 
frugal  plan  of  war  :  That  he   had   placed  before  them  ,_^Li 
the  dangers  and  nrcefiities  of  the  public  ;    and    it   was  ^"Y***^ 
their  duty  to  lay  the  burthens  they   {hotild  judge   una-      *75 
voidable  in  fuch  a  manner  as   would   leaft   difturb   and 
exhauft  his  people.  He  exprefled  his  concern    for   the 
fufferings  of  the  poor,  ariftng  from  the    prefent   dearth 
of  corn,  and   for  the  difturbances  to  which  at  had  given 
rife  ;  and  exhorted  his  parliament  to  conlider   of  pro 
per  provifions  for  preventing  the  like  mifchiefs  hereaf 
ter.     He  concluded  with  remarking,  that   unprofperous 
events  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean,  had    drawn   from 
his  fubjecls  frgnal  proofs  how  dearly  they   tendered  the 
honour  of  his  crown  ;  therefore,  they  could  not,  on  his 
parr,  fail  to  meet  with  juft    returns   of  unwearied   care, 
and  unccafing  endeavours  for  the  glory,  profperity,   and 
happinefs  of  his  people. 

The  king  having  retired  from  the  houfe  of  peers, 
the  fpeech  was  read  by  lord  Sandys,  appointed  to  acl:  as 
fpeaker  to  that  houfe  :  Then  earl  Gower  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  which,  however,  was  not  carried  without 
objection.  In  one  part  of  it,  his  majefty  was  thanked 
for  having  caufed  a  body  of  electoral  troops  to  come 
into  England  at  the  rcqueft  of  his  parliament  ;  and 
this  article  was  difagreeble  to  thofe  who  had  difapprov- 
ed  of  the  requeft  in  the  laft  ftrfiion.  They  faid,  they 
wiftied  to  fee  the  prefent  addrefs  unanimcufly  agreed 
to  by  the  lords  ;  a  fatiffaclion  they  could  not  have,  if 
fuch  a  paragraph  fhould  be  inferted  :  For  they  ftill 
thought  the  bringing  over  Hanoverian  troops  a  prepof- 
terous  meafure ;  bccaufe  it  had  net  only  loaded  the  na 
tion  with  an  enormous  expence,  but  alfo  furnifhed  the 
the  court  of  France  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for  inva 
ding  the  electorate,  which  otherwifc  it  would  have  no 
(hadow  of  reafon  to  attack  ;  befides,  the  expedient  was 
held  in  reprobation  by  the  fubje&s  in  general,  and  fuch 
a  paragraph  might  be  confidered  as  an  infult  on  the 
people.  Notwithftanding  thefe  exceptions,  which  did 
not  feem  to  be  very  important,  the  addrefs,  including 
this  paragraph,  was  approved  by  a  great  majority. 

In  the  addrefs  of  the  commons,  no  fuch  paragraph 
was  inferted.  As  foon  as  the  fpeaker  had  recited  his 
majefty's  fpeech,  Mr.  C.  Townfhend  propofed  the 
heads  of  an  addrefs,  to  which  the  houfe  unanimoufly 
agreed  ;  and  it  was  prefented  accordingly.  This  ne- 
ceiFary  form  was  no  fooner  difcufied,  than  the  houfe, 
with  a  warmth  of  humanity  and  benevolence  fuitable 
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0  K  to  fuch  an  aflsmbly,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee, 
c_.  _i  to  deliberate  on  that  part  of  his  majdly's  fpecch  which 
''  rtlated  to  the  dearth  of  corn  that  lo  much  dift'-efTed  the 
poorer  clafs  of  people,  A  bill  was  immediately  framed, 
to  prohibit,  for  a  time  limited,  the  expo:  tation  of  corn, 
malt,  meal,  flour,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  ftarch  ;  and  a 
refolution  unanimously  taken  to  addrds  the  fovereign, 
that  an  embargo  might  be  forthwith  laid  upon  all  fhips 
laden  or  to  be  laden  with  thefe  commodities,  to  be  ex 
ported  fiorn  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
At  the  fame  time,  vice-admiral  Bofcawen,  from  the 
board  of  admiralty,  informed  the  houfe,  that  the  king 
and  the  board  having  been  diflatisfied  with  the  conduct 
of  admiral  Byng,  in  a  late  action  with  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  the  appearance  of 
his  not  having  a£ted  agreeably  to  his  inftruclions  for 
the  relief  of  Minorca,  he  was  then  in  cuftody  of  the 
mar/hal  of  the  admiralty,  in  order  to  be  tried  by  a 
court-martial  :  That  although  this  was  no  more  than 
what  was  ufual  in  like  cafes,  yet  as  admiral  Byng  was 
then  a  member  of  the  houfe,  and  as  his  confinement 
might  detain  him  fome  time  from  his  duty  there,  the 
board  of  admiralty  thought  it  a  refpect  'due  to  the  houfe 
to  inform  them  of  the  commitment  and  detainder  of  the 
faid  admiral.  This  meflage  being  delivered,  the  jour 
nal  of  the  houfe  in  relation  to  rear-admiral  Knovvles* 
was  read,  and  what  Mr.  Bofcawen  now  communicated 
was  alfo  infcrtcd. 

*  Rear- Admiral  Knowles  being,  in  the  month  of  December  one  thou- 
fand  f;ven  hundrea  and  forty-nine,  tried  at  D.  btford,  before  a  court  mar 
tial,  for  his  behaviour  in  and  relating  to  an  action  which  happened  on  the 
lit  day  of  October  in  the  preceding  year,  buxveen  a  Bririfh  fquadron  un 
der  his  command,  and  a  fquadron  of  Spain,  the  court  was  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Know'.es,  while  he  \vas  (landing  for  the  enemy, 
might,  by  a  different  dlfpofition  of  his  fq-sadron,  have  begun  the  attack 
with  fix  (hips  as  early  in  the  day  as  four  of  them  v.vre  engaged  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  by  his  neglecting  fo  to  do,  he  gave  the  ene-r.y  a  manifett  ad 
vantage  :  That  the  faid  Kn.iwles  remained  on  board  the  (hip  Cornwall 
wkh  his  flag,  after  ihe  was  difabled  from  continuing  the  action,  though 
he  might,  upon  her  being  difabled,  have  (Lifted  his  flag  on  board  another 
fhip  ;  and  the  court  were  unanimoi;f]y  of  opinion  he  ought  to  have  done 
fo,  in  order  to  have  conducted  and  directed,  during  the  whole  action,  the 
motions  of  the  fquadron  cntruftcd  to  his  care  and  conduct.  Upon  confi- 
derationof  the  whole  conduct  of  the  faid  Knowles,  relating  to  that  acti 
on,  the  court  did  unanirnoufly  agree  that  he  fell  un  'er  part  of  the  four 
teenth  article  of  the  articles  of  war,  namely,  the  word  Negligence,  and  no 
oth.r  ;  and  alfo  under  the  twenty  third  article. — The  cojrt  therefore  un- 
ani.r.oufly  adjudged,  that  he  fhould  he  reprimanded  for  not  bringing  up 
the  fquadron  in  clofer  order  than  he  did,  and  not  bcginnirg  the  attack 
with  as  great  f  rce  as  he  might  have  done  ;  and  alfo  for  not  Shifting  hij 
flag,  upon  the  Cornwall's  being  difrbled. 
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The  committee  of  fupply,  and  of  ways  and  means,  c  HT^  p- 
beine  appointed,  took  into  confederation  the  neceffities  ' 

of  the  ftate,  and  made  very  ample  provifion  for  ena- 
bling  his  majefty  to  maintain  the  war  with  vigour. 
They  granted  fifty-five  thoufand  men  for  the  f.-a-fer- 
vice,  including;  eleven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  nine 
teen  marines  ;  and  for  the  land  fervice,  forty-nine 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  effective  men, 
comprehending  four  thoufand  and  eight  invalids.  The 
fupply  was  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces, 
as  well  as  for  the  troops  of  HefTeand  Hanover;  for 
the  ordinance  ;  the  levy  of  new  regiments  ;  for  affifr- 
ing  his  majefty  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
obfervation,  for  the  juft  and  neceflary  defence  and  pre- 
fervation  of  his  ele6toral  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his 
allies  ;  and  towards  enabling  him  to  fulfil  his  en£..ge- 
ments  with  the  king  of  Pruflia  ;  for  the  fccurity  of 
the  empire  againft  the  irruption  of  foreign*  armies,  as 
well  as  for  the  fupportof  the  common  caufe;  for  build 
ing  and  repairs  of  fhips,  hiring  tranfports,  payment  of 
half-pay  officers,  and  the  penfions  of  widows  ;  for  ena 
bling  his  majefty  to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifed  in 
pursuance  of  an  acl  pafied  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia 
ment,  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  or  fupplies  to  be 
granted  in  this  feffion,  for  enabling  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  hofpital  for  the  maintenance  and  edu 
cation  of  expafed  and  deferted  young  children  to  receive 
all  fuch  children,  under  a  certain  age,  as  fhould  be 
brought  to  the  faid  hofpital  within  the  compafs  of  one 
yearf  ;  for  maintaining  and  fupporting  the  new  fettle- 

*  Nothing  could  more  glorioufly  evince  the  gen.-rofity  of  a  Britifh  par 
liament  than  this  interpoiition  t  r  defending  the  liberties  of  Germany,  in 
conjunction  with  two  electors  only,  againft  the  feni'e  of  ;.he  other  feven, 
and  in  diredt  opposition  to  the  meafuivs  taken  by  the  head  of  the  empire 
who,  i-j  the  fequ,el,  ftigmatiz  d  thefe  two  princes  as  rebels,  and  treated 
one  of  them  a;  ano  ;tlavv. 

-f  This  chanty,  established  by  voluntary  contribution,  might,  under 
proper  reftriclions,  prove  beneficial  to  the  co  r.monwejlth,  by  relcuing  de  • 
ferted  children  from  mifery  and  death,  anJ  qualifying  them  for  being  fer- 
viceable  members  of  the  community  ;  but  fince  the  liberality  of  parlia 
ment  hath  enabled  the  governors  and  corporation  to  receive  all  the  chil 
dren  that  are  prefentcd,  Without  queftion  o;  limitation,  the  yearly  expence 
hath  fuelled  into  a  national  grievance,  and  the  humane  purpoles  of  the 
original  inftitution  are  in  a  great  meafurc  defeated.  Inftead  of  an  cfylum 
tor  poor  forlorn  orphans  and  abandoned  foundlings,  it  is  become  a  general 
receptacle  for  the  offspring  of  the  difiblute,  who  care  not  to  work  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  families.  The  hofpital  itfclf  is  a  plain  edifice,  well 
con'rived  for  oeconorr.y  and  convenience,  Handing  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
city,  and  a  little  detached  from  it,  in  an  agreeable  and  falubrious  lituation. 
The  hall  is  adorned  with  fome  good  paintings,  the  Chapel  is  elegant,  and 
the  regulations  are  admirable. 
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BOOK  ment  of  Nova-Scotia;  for  repairing  and  finishing  mi- 
.  litary  roads  ;    for   making  good  his  majefty's  engage- 

""^T*  ments  with  the  landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffcl  j  for  the  ex- 
•*  '  pence  of  marching,  recruiting,  and  remounting  Ger 
man  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  empower 
ing  his  majefty  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of 
the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year,  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as  might 
be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprifes  or 
defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs 
fbould  require  ;  for  the  payment  of  fuch  perfons,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  his  majefry  fhould  direct,  for  the  ufe 
and  relief  of  his  ful>je£r.s  in  the  feveral  provinces  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  in  recom- 
pence  for  fuch  fervices  as,  with  the  approbation  of  his 
majefty's  commander  in  chief  in  America,  they  refpec- 
tively  had  performed,  or  fhould  perform,  either  by 
putting  thefe  provinces  inaftate  of  defence,  or  by  act 
ing  with  vigour  agalnit  the  enemy  ;  for  enabling  the 
JEaft  India  company  to  defray  the  expence  of  a  milita 
ry  force  in  their  fettlements  to  be  maintained  in  them, 
in  lieu  of  a  battalion  of  his  majefty's  forces  withdrawn 
from  thofe  forts  and  factories  ;  for  the  maintenance  and 
fupport  of  the  forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  for  widen 
ing  the  avenues,  and  rendering  more  fafe  and  commo 
dious  the  ftreets  and  paflages  leading  from  Charing- 
crofs  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  the  new  bridge  at  Weftminfter*.  Such 
were  the  articles  under  which  we  may  fpecify  the  fup- 
plics  of  this  year,  on  the  whole  amounting  to  eight  mil 
lions  three  hundred  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  nine  (hillings  and  three-pence.  It 
mud  be  acknowledged  for  the  honour  of  the  admini- 
ftration,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  could  not  have 
exhibited  ftronger  marks  of  their  attachment  to  the 
crown  and  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  as  well  as  of  their 
defire  to  fee  the  force  of  the  nation  exerted  with  be- 
becoming  fpirit.  The  fums  granted  by  the  committee 
offupplydid  not  exceed  eight  millions  three  hundred 
fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  twenty-five  pounds  nine 
{hillings  and  three-pence  ;  the  funds  eitablifhed  amount 
ed  to  eight  millions  fix  hundred  eighty-nine  thoufand 


* 


The  bridge  at  Wcftminfter  may  be  confidercd  as  a  national  orna 
ment.  It  was  built  a:  the  public  expence,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Weftminfter  Hall  to  the  oppoftte  fid^  of  the  river,  and  confiits  of  thir 
teen  arches,  conftrudted  with  equal  elegance  and  Simplicity. 
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fifty-one  pounds  nineteen   (hillings  ajid   feven-pence;   CHAP 
fo  that  there  was  an  overplus  of  three  hundred  thirty-         VI- 
eight  thoufand   feven  hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds 
ten  (hillings  and    four-pence  ;    an  excefs  which   was 
thought   necefTary,    in  cafe    the   lottery,    which    was 
founded  on  a  new  plan,  (hould  not  filcceed. 

Some  of  thefe  impofitions  were  deemed  grievous 
hard(hips  by  thofe  upon  whom  they  immediately  fell  ; 
and  many  freinds  of  their  country  exclaimed  againft  the 
projected  army  of  obfervation  in  Germany,  as  the 
commencement  of  a  ruinous  continental  war,  which  it 
was  neither  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  undertake,  nor 
in  their  power  to  maintain,  without  ftarving  the  ope 
rations  by  fea,  and  in  America,  founded  on  Britifh 
principles  ;  without  contracting  fuch  an  additional  load 
of  debts  and  taxes,  as  could  not  fail  to  terminate  in 
bankruptcy  and  diftrefs.  To  thofe  dependents  of  the 
minift'ry,  who  obferved,  that  as  Hanover  was  threatened 
by  France  for  its  connection  with  Great  Britain,  it 
ought,  in  common  gratitude,  to  be  protected,  they  re 
plied,  That  every  ftate,  in  alTifting  art  ally,  ought  to 
have  a  regard  to  his  own  prefervation  :  That  if  the 
king  of  England  enjoyed  by  inheritance,  or  fuccedion, 
a  province  in  the  heart  of  France,  it  would  be  equally 
abfurd  and  unjuft,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  that  king 
dom,  to  exhauft  the  treafures  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
defence  of  fuch  a  province  ;  and  yet  the  inhabitants  of 
it  would  have  the  fame  right  to  complain  that  they  fuf- 
fered  for  their  connection  with  England.  They  ob 
ferved,  that  other  dominions,  electorates,  and  princi 
palities  in  Germany,  were  fecured  by  the  conftitutions 
of  the  empire,  as  well  as  by  fair  and  equal  alliances 
with  their  co-eftates  ;  whereas  Hanover  (tood  folitary, 
like  a  hunted  deer  avoided  by  the  herd,  and  had  no  o- 
ther  (belter  but  that  of  (hrinking  under  the  extended 
fhield  of  Great  Britain  :  That  the  reluctance  expref- 
fed  by  the  German  princes  to  undertake  the  defence  of 
thefe  dominions,  flowed  from  a  firm  perfuafion,  foun 
ded  on  experience,  that  England  would  interpofe  as  a 
principal,  and  not  only  draw  her  fword  againft  the  ene 
mies  of  the  electorate,  but  concentrate  her  chief  ftrensth 
in  that  object,  and  wafte  her  treafures  in  purchafing 
their  concurrence  :  That  exclufive  of  an  ample  revenue 
drained  from  the  fweat  of  the  people,  great  part  of  which 
had  been  expended  in  continental  efforts,  the  whole  na 
tional  debt  incurred  fince  the  acceffion  of  the  late  king 
had  been"  contracted  in  perfuance  or  meafures  totally 
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BOOK  foreign  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  kingdoms  :  That,   fines 
,  .    Hanover  was  the  favourite  object,  England  would  fave 

\\  money,  and  great  quantities  of  Britim  blood,  by  al 
lowing  France  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  electorate,  pay 
ing  its  ranfom  at  the  peace,  and  indemnifying  the  in 
habitants  for  the  damage  they  might  fuftain,  an  expe 
dient  that  would  be  productive  of  another  good  confe- 
quence  ;  it  would  roufe  the  German  princes  from  their 
affected  indifference,  and  oblige  them  to  exert  themfelves 
with  vigour,  in  order  to  avoid  the  detefted  neighbour 
hood  of  fuch  an  enterprizing  invader. 

The  article  af  the  iupply,  relating  to  the  army  of  ob- 
fervation,  took  rife  from  a  mefTage  figned  by  his  ma- 
jefly,  and  prefented  by  Mr.  Pitt,  now  promoted  to  the 
office  of  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  a  gentleman  who 
had,  upon  fundry  occafions,  combated  the  gigantic  plan 
of  continental  connections  with  all  the  ftrength  of  rea- 
fon,  and  all  the  powers  of  eloquence.  He  now  im 
parted  to  the  houfe  an  intimation,  importing,  it  was  al 
ways  with  reluctance  that  his  majefty  afked  extraordi 
nary  fupplies  of  his  people  ;  but  as  the  united  councils, 
and  formidable  preparations  of  France  and  her  allies, 
threatened  Europe  in  general  with  the  moft  alarming 
confequences  ;  and  as  thefe  unjuft  and  vindictive  defigns 
were  particularly  and  immediately  bent  againft  his  ma- 
jefty's  electoral  dominions,,  and  thofe  of  his  good  ally 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  his  majefty  confided  in  the  experi 
enced  zeal  and  affection  of  his  faithful  commons,  that 
they  would  chear  fully  afEft  him  in  forming  and  main 
taining  an  army  of  obfervation  for  the juft  and  neceffary 
defence  and  prefervation  of  thofe  territories,  and 
enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  his  Pruffian  ma 
jefty  for  the  fecurity  of  the  empire  againft  the  irruption  of 
foreign  armies,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufr. 
Pofteritv  will  hardly  believe,  that  the  emperor  and  all 
the  princes  in  Germany  were  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
their  country,  except  the  kins;  of  Priiffia,  the  elector  of 
Hanover,  and  the  landgrave  of  HerTe-Caflel  ;  and  they 
xvill,  nodoubt,  be  fuipriftd,  that  Great  Britain,  after  all 
the  treaties  file  had  made,  and  the  numberlefs  fubfi- 
dies  {he  had  granted,  fhould  not  have  an  ally  left,  ex 
cept  one  prince,  foembarraHed  in  his  own  affairs,  that 
he  could  grant  her  no  fuccour,  whatever  affiftance  he 
might  demand.  The  king's  meiTao;e  met  with  as  fa 
vourable  a  reception  as  he  could  have  defired.  It  was 
read  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  between  his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  in 
cluding  the  fecret  andfeparate  article,  and  the  declara- 
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tion  figned  on  each  fide  by  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Weft-  c  H  A  P 
minfter  :  The  requeft  was  granted,  and  the  convert-  vl- 
tion  approved.  With  equal  readinefs  did  they  gratify  ^"y^ 
his  majefty's  inclination,  fignified  in  another  rr.eflage,  r?57- 
delivered  on  the  iyth  day  of  May,  by  lord  Baterr.an, 
intimating,  that,  in  this  critical  juncture,  emergencies 
might  arife  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  be  attended 
with  the  mod  pern'cious  conf<  quences,  if  proper  means 
fhould  not  be  immediately  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat 
them  ;  his  majefty  was,  therefore,  defirous  that  the  houfe 
would  enable  him  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences 
of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  ferviceof 
the  current  year  ;  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as  might 
benece/Tarytodifappointor  defeat  any  enterprizes  or  de- 
figns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  might 
require.  The  committee  of  fupply  forthwith  granted 
a  very  large  fum  for  thefe  purpofes,  including  the  charge 
of  German  mercenaries.  A  like  meflage  being  at  the 
fame  time  communicated  to  die  upper  houfe,  their lord- 
fhips  voted  a  very  loyal  addrefs  upon  the  occafion  ;  and 
when  the  article  of  fupply,  which  it  produced  among 
the  commons,  fell  under  their  infpeclion,  they 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  it,  by  way  of  aclaufe  of  appro 
priation. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  firft  bill  which 
the  commons  pa/Ted  in  this  feflion  was  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn  but 
this  remedy  not  being  judged  adequate  to  the  evil,  ano 
ther  bill  was  framed,  removing,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
duty  then  payable  upon  foreign  corn  and  flour  impor 
ted  ;  as  alfo  permitting,  for  a  certain  term,  all  fuch 
foreign  corn,  grain,  meal,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  flour, 
as  had  been  or  fhould  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be 
landed  and  expended  in  the  kingdom  duty  free.  In  or 
der  ftill  more  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  corn,  and  to 
prevent  any  fupply  of  pnovifions  from  being  fent  to  our 
enemies  in  America,  a  third  bill  was  brought  in,  pro 
hibiting,  for  a  time  therein  limited,  the  exportation  of 
corn,  grain,  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  bifcuits,  ftarcb, 
beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  other  victual,  from  any  of  the 
Britifti  plantations,  unlefs  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  from  one  colony  to  another.  To  this  acl:  two  clau- 
fes  were  added,  for  allowing  thofe  neceflaries,  mention 
ed  above,  to  be  imported  in  foreign-built  (hips,  and 
from  any  ftate  in  amity  with  his  majefty,  either  into 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  for  exporting  from  South 
ampton  Exeter  to  the  Ifleof  Man,  for  the  ufe  of  the  in 
habitants,  a  quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  meal  or 
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B  O  O  K  flour,  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  five  hundred  quar- 
J11-       ters.     The  commons  would  have   ftiil   improved  their 

*— ""Y""0  humanity,  had  they  contrived  and  eftablifhed  fome  ef- 
'757-  fe<5tual  method  to  punifh  thofe  unfeeling  villains,  who, 
by  engrailing  and  hoarding  up  great  quantities  of  grain, 
had  created  this  artificial  fcarcity,  and  deprived  their 
follow-crvatures  of  bread,  with  a  view  to  their  own 
private  advantage.  Upon  a  fubfequent  report  of  the 
committee,  the  houfe  refolved,  that,  to  prevent  the  high 
price  of  wheat  and  bread,  no  fpirirs  fhould  be  diftilled 
from  wheat  for  a  limited  time.  While  the  bill  formed 
on  this  refolution  was  in  embryo,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fen ted  to  the  houfe  by  the  brewers  of  London,  Weft- 
minfter,  Southwark,  and  parts  adjacent,  reprefenting, 
that,  when  the  refolution  pafTed,  the  price  of  malt,  which 
was  before  too  high,  immediately  rof_to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  petitioners  found  themfelves  utterly  incapable 
of  carrying  on  buiinefs  at  the  price  malt  then  bore,  oc- 
cafioned,  as  they  conceived,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
the  neceflity  the  diftiilers  would  be  under  to  make  ufc 
of  the  beft  pale  malt,  and  fubftitute  the  beft  barley  in 
lieu  of  wheat:  Thar,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  markets  would 
not  be  able  to  fupply  a  fufficient  quantity  of  barley  for 
the  demands  of  both  profeflions,  befides  other  neccf- 
fary  ufes  :  They,  therefore,  prayed,  that,  in  regard  to 
the  public  revenue,  to  which  the  trade  of  the  petitioners 
fo  largely  contributed,  proper  meafures  rright  be  taken 
for  preventing  the  public  lofs,  ond  relieving  their  par 
ticular  diftrefs.  The  houfe  would  not  lend  a  deaf  ear 
to  a  remonflrance  in  which  the  revenue  was  concern 
ed.  The  men.bers  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  im 
mediately  received  inilrucTtions  to  make  provifion  in  it 
to  reftrain,  for  a  limited  time,  the  diflilling  of  barley, 
malt,  and  all  grain  whatfoever.  The  bill  was  framed 
accordingly,  but  did  not  pafs  without  ftrenuous  oppo- 
fition.  To  this  prohibition  it  was  objected,  that 
there  are  always  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  barley  in 
the  kingdom  fo  much  damaged,  as  to  be  unfit  for  any 
ufe  but  the  diftillery  j  consequently,  a  reftri&ion  of 
this  nature  would  ruin  many  farmers,  and  others  em 
ployed  in  the  trade  of  malting.  Particular  interefts, 
however,  muft  often  be  fr.craf.ced  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community;  and  preient  diftrefs  prevailed  over  the  prof- 
peel:  of  this  difadvantage.  If  they  had  allowed  any  fort 
of  grain  to  be  diftilled,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to 
prevent  the  diitilling  of  every  kind,  "I  he  prohibition  was 
limited  to  two  months  5  but,  at  the  expiration  of  that  term 
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the  ftarcity  ftill  continuing,  it  was  protracted  by  a  new  CHAP, 
bill  to  the  nth   day  of  December,  with  a  provifo,  em 
powering  his    majefty  to  put  an  end  to  it   at  any   time  **"-p"Y"w' 
after  the  nth  day  of  May,  if  fucha  ftepfhould  bejudg-      '7S6- 
ed  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 

The  next  bill  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  com 
mons  was  a  meafure  of  the  utmoft  national  importance, 
though  fecretly  difliked  by  many  individuals  of  the  le- 
giflature,  who  nevertheless   did   not    venture   to  avow 
their    disapprobation.     The  eftablifhment  of  a  militia 
was  a  very  popular  and  defirable   object,  but  attended 
with  numberlefs  difficulties,  and  a  competition  of  inte- 
refts  which  it   was  impoffible  to  reconcile.     It  had  for 
merly  been  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  contention  be 
tween  the  crown  and  the  commons  ;  but  now  both  ap 
parently  concurred  in  rendering  it   ferviceable  to  the 
commonwealth  ;  though  fome  acquiefced  in  the  fcheme 
who  were  not  at  all  hearty  in  its    favour.     On  the   4th 
day  of  December,  a  motion  was  made  for   the    bill,   by 
Colonel    George  Townfhend,  eldeft  fonof  lord  vifcount 
Townfhend,  a  gentleman  of  courage,  fen fe,  and  probity, 
endued  with  penetration  to  difcern,  and  honefty  to  pur- 
fuethe  real  intereft  of  his  country,  indifianceof  power, 
in  contempt  of  private  advantages.     Leave  being  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  ordering   of  the   militia 
forces  in  the  feveral  counties    of  England,  the  tafk   of 
preparing  it  was  allotted   to   Mr.  Townfhend,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  moft  able   members  in  the 
houfe,  comprehending  his   own   brother  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend,  whofe    genius  fhone   with   diftinguifhed 
luftre  :  He  was  keen,  difcerning,    eloquent,  and   accu 
rate  ;  pofleffed  a  remarkable   vivacity  of  parts,   with  a 
furprifing  folidity  of  underftanding  ;  was  a   wit   with 
out  arrogance,  a  patriot  without  prejudice,  and  a  cour 
tier  without  dependence. 

Wh:le  the  militia  bill  remained  under  confideration  of 
the  houfe,  a  petition  for  a  conftitutional  and  well-regu 
lated  militia  was  prelented  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  king's  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone. 
in  Kt-nt,  in  common-council  affembled.  At  the  fame 
time,  remonftiances  were  offered  by  the  Proteftant  dif- 
fenting  minifters  of  the  three  denominations  in  and  a- 
bout  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  ;  by  the 
Protuftant  difTenters  of  Shrewfbury  ;  the  diffenting 
minivers  of  Devonfhire;  the  Proteftant  diffenteis,  be 
ing  freeholders  and  buigefFes  of  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  joined  with  other  inhabi- 
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BOOK  tants  of  the  church  of  England,  expreffing  their  appre- 
henfion,  that,  in  the  bill  then   depending,  it  might   be 

^s**"^  propofcd  to  enact,  that  the  faid  militia  Ihould  be  exer- 
J7J7-  cifed  on  the  Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday,  and 
praying  that  no  claufe  for  fuch  purpofe  n  ight  pals  into 
a  law.  Though  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculoufly 
fanatic  and  impertinent  than  the  declaration  of  fuch  a 
fcruple  againft  a  practice  fo  laudable  and  necefTary,  in 
a  country  where  that  day  of  the  week,  is  generally  fpent 
in  merry-making,  riot,  and  debauchery,  the  houfe  paid 
fo  much  regard  to  the  fqueamifh  conferences  of  thofe 
puritanical  petitioners,  that  Monday  was  pitched  upon 
for  the  day  of  exercife  to  the  militia,  though  on  fuch  work 
ing  days  they  might  be  much  more  profitably  employed, 
both  for  thcmfeives  and  their  country  ;  and  that  no  re 
ligious  pretence  fhould  be  Lft  for  oppofing  the  progrefs 
and  execution  of  the  bill,  proper  claufes  were  infei  ted 
for  the  relief  of  the  Quakers.  Another  petition  and 
counter-petition  were  delivered  by  the  magiftrates,  free 
holders,  and  burgefTes  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  in 
relation  to  their  particular  franchises,  which  were  ac 
cordingly  confidered  in  framing  the  bill. 

After  mature  deliberation,  and  divers  alterations,  it 
patted  the  lower- houfe,  and  was  fent  to  the  lords  for 
their  concurrence.  Here  it  underwent  feveral  amend 
ments,  one  of  which  was  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  militia-men  to  one  half  of  what  the  commons  had 
propofed  ;  namely,  to  thirty-two  thoufand  three  hun 
dred  and  forty  men  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  England 
and  Wales.  The  amendments  being  canvafled  in  the 
lower-houfe,  met  with  fome  oppofition,  and  divers  con 
ferences  with  their  lordfhips  enfued  :  At  length,  how 
ever,  the  two  houfes  agreed  to  every  article,  and  the  bill 
foon  received  the  royal  fan&ion.  Noprovifion,  how 
ever,  was  made  for  clothes,  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
pay.  Had  regulations  been  made  for  thefe  purpofes, 
the  acT:  would  have  become  a  money-bill,  in  which  the 
lords  could  have  made  no  amendment.  In  order,  there 
fore,  to  prevent  any  difference  between  the  two  houfes, 
on  a  difpute  of  privileges  not  yet  determined,  and  that 
the  houfe  of  peers  might  make  what  amendments  they 
fliould  think  expedient,  the  commons  left  the  expence 
of  the  militia,  to  be  regulated  in  afubfequent  bill,  during 
the  following  feflion  when  they  could  with  more  cer 
tainty  compute  what  fum  would  be  neceilary  for  thefe 
purpofes.  After  all,  the  bill  fee.ned  to  be  crude,  im- 
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perfect,  and  ineffectual,  and  the  promoters  of  it  were  c  H  A  P- 
well.awareof  its  defects  ;  but  they  were   apprehenfive         VI. 
that   it  would  have  been  dropped   altogether,  had  they  v-*"v^-> 
infifted  upon  the  fcheme's  being  dropped  altogether,  had       J757- 
they  infifted  upon  the   fcheme's  being   executed  in  its 
full  extent.    They  were  eager  to  feize  this  opportunity 
of  trying  an  experiment,  which    might   afterwards  be 
improved  to  a   greater  national  advantage  ;  and,  there 
fore,  they  acquiefced    in  many   reftrictions  and  altera 
tions,  which  otherwife  would  not  have  been  adopted. 

The  next  meafure  that  fell  under  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe  was  rendered  neceffary  by  the  inhofpitable 
perfeverance  of  the  publicans  and  inn-holders,  who 
conceived  themfelves  not  obliged  by  law  to  receive  or 
give  quarters  in  their  houfes  to  any  foreign  troops,  and 
accordingly  refufed  admittance  to  the  Heffian  auxilia 
ries,  who  begun  to  be  dreadfully  incommoded  by  the 
fever ity  of  the  weather.  This  obj'.ction  implying  an 
attack  upon  the  prerogative,  the  government  did  not 
think  fit,  at  this  juncture,  to  difpute  any  other  way, 
than  by  procuring  a  new  law  in  favour  of  thofe  fore 
igners.  It  was  intitled,  "  A  bill  to  make  pro- 
"  vifion  for  quartering  the  foreign  troops  now  in 
this  kingdom,"  prepared  by  Lord  Barrington,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  folicitor-gene- 
ral,  and  immediately  pafled  without  oppofition.  This 
ftep  being  taken,  another  bill  was  brought  in,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  marine- forces  while  on  fhore.  This 
was  almoft  a  tranfcript  of  the  mutiny-act,  with  this  me- 
terial  difference:  It  empowered  the  admiralty  to  grant 
commifHons  for  holding  general  courts-martial,  and  to 
do  every  thing,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  his  majefty 
is  empowered  to  do  by  the  ufual  mutiny-bill  ;  confe- 
quently,  every  claufe  was  adopted  without  queftion. 

The  fame  favourable  reception  was  given  to  a  bill 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  recruiting  his  maje- 
fty's  land  forces  and  marines ;  a  law  which  threw  into 
the  hands  of  many  worthlefs  magiftrates  an  additional 
power  of  opprefling  their  fellow  creatures  :  All  juftices 
of  the  peace,  commifnoners  for  the  land-tax,  magi 
ftrates  of  corporations  and  boroughs,  were  empowered 
to  meet  by  direction  of  the  fecretaryat  war,  communi 
cated  in  precepts  illued  by  the  high  fheriffs,  or  their 
deputies,  within  their  refpective  divifions,  and  at  their 
ufual  place  of  meeting,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  the  ex 
ecution  of  the  act:  Then  they  were  required  to  ap 
point  the  times  and  places  for  their  fucceeding  meet 
ings  •>  to  ifTue  precepts  to  the  proper  officers  for  thefe 
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BOOK  fuccceding  meetings  ;  and   to  give  notice  df  th«  tirfld 
iIL       and  place  of  every  meeting  to  fuch  military  officer,  as, 

^"Y^  by  notice  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  fhould  be  directed 
1757-  to  attend  that  f.-rvice.  The  annual  bill  for  preventing 
mutiny  and  dcfertion  met  with  no  objections,  and  in 
deed  contained  nothing  effentially  different  from  that 
which  had  pafled  in  the  laft  feflion.  The  next  lawen- 
aclx-d  was  for  further  preventing  embezzlement  of 
goods  and  apparel  by  thofe  with  whom  they  are  eri- 
trufted,  and  putting  a  ftop  to  the  practice  of  gaming  in 
public  houfes.  By  this  bill  a  penalty  was  inflicted  on 
pawnbrokers,  in  a  fummary  way,  for  receiving  goods, 
knowing  them  not  to  be  the  prt  perty  of  the  pledger, 
and  pawned  without  the  authority  of  the  owner*. 
With  refpeft  to  gaming,  the  a£l  ordained,  that  all 
publicans  fufferin^  journeymen,  labourers,  fervants,  or 
apprentices  to  g.ime  with  cards,  dice,  fhuffle-boards, 
miffillippi,  or  billiard  tables,  (kittles,  nine-pins,  &c. 
fhould  forfeit  forty  {hillings  for  the  firft  offence,  and 
for  every  fubfcquent  offence  ten  pounds  (hall  be  levied 
by  tliftrefs. 

Divers  inconveniences  having  refulted  from  the  in- 
terpofition  of  juftices,  who,  in  purfurnce  of  an  a£t  of 
parliament  paifed  in  the  prefent  reign,  aflumed  thef 
right  of  eftablifhing  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages  to 
weavers,  feveral  petitions  were  offered  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  reprtfenting  the  evil  confequences  of  fuch 
an  eftablilhment ;  and  although  thefe  arguments  were 
anfv/ered  and  oppoftrd  in  counter-petitions,  the  com 
mons-,  actuated  by  a  laudable  concern  for  the  intereftof 
the  woolen  manufacture,  after  due  deliberation,  remov 
ed1  the  grievance  by  a  new  bill,  repealing  fo  much  of 
the  former  acl  as  empowered  juftices  of  the  peace  to 

*  It  was  enafted,  that  perfons  pawning,  exchanging,  or  difpofing  of 
goods,  without  leave  of  the  owner,  fhould  fuft'cr  in  the  penalty  of  twenty 
Shillings  j  and,  on  non- payment,  be  committed  for  fourteen  days  to  hard 
labour ;  afterwards,  it  the  money  could  not  then  be  pai,),  to  be  whipped 
publicly  in  the  houfe  of  carvetlion  or  fuch  other  place  as  the  jufticc  ofthtf 
peace  iho^U  appoint,  on  publication  of  the  profecutor :  That  every 
pawnbroker  fhould  make  entry  of  the  perfon's  name  and  place  of  abode  who 
pledges  any  gosds  with  him  ;  and  the  pledger,  if  he  required  it,  ihould 
havca  dupiic-tc  of  that  entry  :  That  a  pawnbroker,  receiving  linen  or 
ipparel  entrained  to  others  to  be  wafhe  1  or  men::ed,  fhould  for?-it  double' 
the  fum  lent  upon  it,  and  rcftors  thegooJs:  That  upon  oath  of  any  per- 
fon  vrhofe  goods  are  unlawfully  pawned  or  exchanged,  the  jufticc  ihould 
iflue  a  warrant  to  fearch  the  fufpsdted  perfon's  houfe  ;  and  upon  refufal  of' 
admittance,  the  officer  might  break  op;-n  the  door  :  That  go  ids  pawned 
tor  any  fumnot  exceeding  t^n  pounds  -.night  be  recovered  within  two  yean, 
the  owner  making  oath  oi"  the  pawning,  and  tende  ing  the  principil,  ii- 
tere(>,  and  charges:  That  goods  remaining  unredeemed  t-'n  Uvo  yearly 
<  flujuld  be  forfeited  and  fold,  the  overplus  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  own 
er  on  demand. 
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make  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages*.  The  commons  CHAP, 
were  not  more  forward  to  provide  fupplies  for  profe-  VI> 
cuting  the  war  with  vigour,  than  ready  to  adept  new  ^•^"Y^*'*' 
regulations  for  the  advantage  of  trade  and  manufac-  I757- 
tures.  The  fociety  of  the  free  Britifh  fiftiery  prefent- 
ed  a  petition,  alledging,  that  they  had  employed  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  thirty  thoufund  three  hundred  and 
five  pounds  eight  (hillings  and  fixpence,  together  with 
the  entire  produce  of  their  fifh,  and  all  the  monies  arif- 
ing  from  the  feveral  branches  allowed  on  the  tonnage  of 
their  (hipping,  and  on  the  exportation  of  their  fifh,  in 
carrying  on  the  faid  fishery;  and  that,  from  their  being 
obliged,  in  the  infancy  of  the  undertaking,  to  incur  a 
much  larger  expence  than  was  at  that  time  forefeen, 
they  now  found  themfelves  fo  far  reduced  in  their  ca 
pital,  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  further  profecuting 
the  fifheries  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  unlefs  indulged 
with  the  further  afllftanceV  ot  parliament.  They  pray 
ed,  therefore,  that,  towards  enabling  them  to  carry  on 
the  faid  fifli^ries,  they  might  have  liberty  to  make  ufe 
of  fuch  nets  as  they  {hould  find  beft  adapted  to  the  faid 
fifheries ;  each  buf«,  neverthelefs,  carrying  to  fea  the 
fame  quantity  and  depth  of  netting  which,  by  the  fifhe- 
ry  acts,  they  were  then  bound  to  carry.  That  the 
bounty  of  thirty  (hillings  per  ton,  allowed  by  the  faid 
acts  on  the  veffels  employed  in  the  fifliery,  might  be 
increafed;  and  for  as  much  as  many  of  the  ftock-pro- 
prietors  were  unable  to  advance  any  further  fum  for 
profecuting  this  branch  of  commerce,  and  others  un 
willing,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  and  under  the  prefent 
reftf-aints,  to  riftc  any  further  fum  in  the  undertaking, 
that  the  ftock  of  the  fociety,  by  the  faid  acls  made  una- 
lienable,  except  in  cafe  of  death  or  bankruptcy,  for  a 
term  of  years,  might  forthwith  be  made  transferable ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  might  be  at  liberty,  between 
the  intervals  of  the  fiftiing  feafons,  to  employ  the  bufles 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  they  (hould  find  for  the  advantage 
of  the  fociety.  While  the  Committee  was  employed  in 
VOL.  III.  N 

*  It  liJcewifi  impovteJ,  that  all  contracts  or  agreements  made  between 
clothiers  and  weavers,  in  refuedl  to  wages,  {hould,  from  and  after  the 
firft  of  May,  in  the  ye.tr  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  be 
valid,  notwithstanding  any  rate  eltablilhed,  or  to  be  eftabliflied  ;  but  that 
thefe  contra&s  or  agreements  iliould  extend  only  to  the  a&ual  prices  or 
rates  of  workman/hip  or  wages,  and  not  the  payment  thereof  in  any  other 
manner  than  in  money:  And  that  If  any  clothier  fhauld  rcfuiSOT  neglect 
to  pay  the  weaver  the  wages  or  price  agreed  on  in  money,  within  twa 
days  after  the  wor'.t  (hould  he  performed  and  d -livered,  the  fan..!  beinj  de- 
tn.inded,  (hould  forfeit  forty  (hillings  for  every  fuch  ort"en:e. 
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BOOK,  deliberating  on   the    particulars  of  this   remonftrance, 
another  was    delivered    from  the    free  Britifh  fifhery 

^"Y"^  chamber  of  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  reprefenting, 
7-7-  that  as  the  law  then  ftood,  they  went  to  Shetland,  and 
returned  at  a  great  expence  and  lofs  of  time  ;  and  while 
the  war  continued  durft  not  ftay  there  to  fifh,  befides 
being  obliged  to  run  the  moft  imminent  rifles,  by  go 
ing  and  returning  without  convoy  :  That,  ever  fince 
the  inftitution  of  the  prefent  fifhery,  experience  had 
fully  fhown  the  fishery  of  Shetland,  not  worth  follow 
ing,  as  thereby  the  petitioners  had  loft  two  months  of  a 
much  better  fifhery  in  St.  George's  channel,  within 
one  day's  fail  of  Whitehaven  :  They  took,  notice,  that 
the  Free  Britifh.  Fifhery  Society  had  applied  to  the 
houfe  for  further  affiftance  and  relief ;  and  prayed  that 
Campbeltown  in  Argylefhire  might  be  appointed  the 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  buffes  belonging  to  White- 
haven,  for  the  fummer  as  well  as  the  winter  fifhery, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  fifh  with  greater  advantage. 
The  committee  having  confidered  the  matter  of  both 
petitions,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  petitioners  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  ufe  fuch  nets  as  they  fhould  find  beft 
adapted  to  the  white  herring  fifhery:  That  the  bounty  of 
thirty  fhillings  per  ton  fhould  beaugmented  to  fifty:  That 
the  petitioners  fhould  be  allowed,  during  the  intervals 
of  the  fifhing  ftafons,  to  employ  their  vefTels  in  any 
other  lawful  bufinefs,  provided  they  fhould  have  been 
employed  in  the  herring-fifhery  during  the  proper  fea- 
fons  :  That  they  might  ufe  fuch  barrels  for  packing  the 
fifh  as  they  then  ufed,  or  might  thereafter  find  beft 
adapted  for  that  purpofe  :  That  they  fhould  have  li 
berty  to  make  ufe  of  any  wafle  or  uncultivated  land, 
one  hundred  yards  at  the  leaft  above  high-water  mark, 
for  the  purpofe  drying  their  nets  ;  and  that  Campbel 
town  would  be  the  moft  proper  and  convenient  place 
for  the  rendezvous  of  the  buffes  belonging  to  White- 
haven-  This  laft  refolution,  however,  was  not  inferted 
in  the  bill  which  contained  the  other  five,  and  in  a  little 
time  received  the  royal  nfTent. 

Such  are  the  connections,  dependencies,  and  rela 
tions  fubfifling  between  the  mechanical  arts,  agricul 
ture,  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  re 
quires  ff.udy,  deliberation,  and  enquiry  in  the  legifla- 
ture,  todifcern  and  diftinguifh  the  whole  fcope  and  con- 
fequences  of  many  projects  offered  for  the  benefit  of 
the  commonwealth.  The  fociety  of  merchant-adven 
turers  in  the  city  of  Briftol  alledged,  in  a  petition  to 
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the  houfe  of  commons,  that  great  quantities  of  bar-  CHAP- 
iron  were  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Sweden, 
Ruflia,  and  other  parts,  chiefly  purchafed  with  ready 
money,  fomeof  which  iron  was  exported  again  to  Afri- 
ca  and  other  places ;  and  the  reft  wrought  up  by  the 
manufactures.  They  affirmed,  That  bar-iron,  im 
ported  from  North  America,  would  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofes ;  and  the  importation  of  it  tend  not  only  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  by  increafing  its 
fhipping  and  navigation  ;  but  alfo  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  :  That  by  an  act  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reig;n,  the  importa 
tion  of  bar-iron  from  America  into  the  port  of  London 
duty  free  was  permitted  ;  but  its  being  carried  coaftwavs 
or  farther  by  land  than  ten  miles,  had  been  prohibited; 
fo  that  feveral  very  confiderable  manufacturing  towns 
were  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  American  iron,  and  the 
out-ports  prevented  from  employing  it  in  their  export 
commerce:  They  requefted,  therefore,  that  bar-iron 
might  be  imported  from  North  America  into  Great 
Britain,  duty  free,  by  all  his  majefty's  'fubjects.  This 
requeft  being  reinforced  by  many  other  petitions  from 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  other  clafles  of  men, 
who  thought  their  feveral  intereils  would  be  affect,  d  by 
fuch  a  meafure,  took  the  alarm  ;  and,  in  divers  coun 
ter  petitions,  fpecified  many  ill  confequences,  which  they 
alledged  would  arife  from  its  being  enacted  into  a  law. 
Pamphlets  were  publiflied  on  both  fides  of  the  cjueftion 
and  violent  difputes  were  kindled  upon  this  fubj"ct, 
which  was  juftly  deemed  a  matter  of  national  import 
ance.  The  oppofers  of  the  bill  obferved,  That  large 
quantities  of  iron  were  yearly  produced  at  home,  and 
employed  multitudes  of  poor  people,  there  being  no 
lefs  than  one  hundred  and  nine  forges  in  England  and 
Wales,  befides  thofe  erected  in  Scotland,  the  whole 
producing  eighteen  thoufand  tons  of  iron  :  That  as  the 
mines  in  Great  Britain  are  inexhauftible,  the  produce 
would  of  late  years  have  been  confiderably  increafed, 
had  not  the  people  been  kept  under  continual  appre- 
henfion  of  feeing  American  iron  admitted  duty  free;  a 
fuppofltion  which  had  prevented  the  traders  from  ex 
tending  their  works,  and  difcouraged  many  from  en 
gaging  in  this  branch  of  traffic.  They  alledged,  That 
the  ironworks  already  carried  on  'in  England  occafion- 
ed  a  confumption  of  onehundred  and  ninety-eight  thou 
fand  cords  of  wood,  produced  in  coppices  that  grow 
upon  barren  lands,  which  could  not  otherwife  be  turn- 
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BOO  K  ed  to  any  good  account:  That  as  the   coppices  afford 
fhade,  and   preferve  a  moifture  in  the  ground,  the  paf- 


ture  is  more  valuable  with  the  wood,  than  it  would  be 
if  the  coppices  were  grubbed  up;  confequently  all  the 
eftates  where  thefe  now  grow  would  fink  in  their  year 
ly  value  :  That  thefe  coppices,  now  cultivated  and 
preferved  for  the  ufe  of  the  iron  works,  are  likewife 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  manufacture  of  leather,  as 
they  furnifh  bark  for  the  tanners  ;  and  that  according  to 
the  management  of  thefe  coppices  they  produced  a  great 
number  of  timber  trees,  fo  neceflary  for  the  purpoiesof 
building.  Tha.y  afTerted,  that  neither  the  American 
iron,  nor  any  that  had  yet  been  found  in  Great  Britain, 
was  fo  proper  for  converting  into  (reel  as  that  which 
comes  from  Sweden,  particularly  that  fort  called  ore 
ground  ;  but  as  there  are  mines  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Britain,  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with  thofe  of  Swe 
den,  furnifhed  with  fufficient  quantities  of  wood,  and 
rivers  for  mills  and  engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be  doubt 
ed  but  that  people  would  find  metal  of  the  fame  quality, 
and,  in  a  few  years,  be  able  to  prevent  the  necefiity  of 
importing  iron  either  from  Sweden  or  Ruffia.  They 
inferred,  that  American  iron  could  never  interfere 
with  that  which  Great  Britain  imported  from  Sweden, 
becaufe  it  was  not  for  edge-tools,  anchors,  chain-plates, 
and  other  particulars  neceflary  in  fhip-building,  nor 
diminish  the  importation  of  Ruffian  iron,  which  was 
not  only  harder  than  the  American  and  Britifh,  but  al- 
fo  could  be  afforded  cheaper  than  that  brought  from 
our  own  plantations,  even  though  the  duty  of  this  laft 
fhould  be  removed.  The  importation  of  American  iron 
therefore,  duty  free,  could  interfere  with  no  other  fort 
but  that  produced  in  Britain,  with  which,  by  means  of 
this  advantage,  it  would  clafh  fo  much,  as  to  put  a 
flop  in  a  little  time  to  all  the  iron  works  now  carried 
on  in  the  kingdom,  and  reduce  to  beggary  a  great 
number  of  families  whom  they  fupport.  To  thefe  ob 
jections  the  favourers  of  the  bill  folicited  replied,  That 
when  a  manufacture  is  much  more  favourable  than  the 
rough  materials,  and  thefe  cannot  be  produced  at  home 
in  fuffieient  quantities,  and  at  fuch  a  price  as  is  con- 
fiilent  with  the  prefervation  of  the  manufacture,  ie  is 
the  intereft  of  the  legislator  to  admit  a  free  importation 
of  thefe  materials,  even  from  foreign  countries,  although 
it  fhould  put  an  end  to  the  production  of  that  material 
in  this  ifland  :  That  as  the  neighbours  of  Great  Bri 
tain  are  now  more  attentive  than  ever  to  their  corn- 
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mercial  interefts,  and  endeavouring  to  manufacture  c  H  A  P. 
their  rough  materials  at  home,  this  nation  muft  take  VI- 
every  method  for  lowering  the  price  of  materials,  other-  ^""Y^1^ 
wife  in  a  few  years  it  wiii  Joie  the  manufacture  ;  and  in-  l  757- 
Head  of  fupplying  other  countries,  be  furnifhed  by 
them  with  all  the  fine  toys  and  utenfils  made  of  fteei 
and  iron  :  That  being  in  danger  of  lofing  not  only 
the  manufacture  but  the  produce  of  iron,  ur.lefs  it  can 
be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  that  for  which  it  is 
iold  at  prefent,  the  only  way  of  attaining  this  end,  is  by 
diminiihing  the  duty  payable  upon  the  importation  of  fo 
reign  iron  or  by  rendering  it  neceflary  for  the  undertakers 
of  the  iron  mines  in  Great  Britain  to  fell  their  produce 
cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  fome  years  afforded :  That 
the  moft  effedtual  method  for  this  purpofe  is  to  raife 
up  a  rival,  by  psi-mitting  a  free  importation  of 
all  forts  of  iron  from  the  American  plantations  :  That 
American  iron  can  never  be  fold  fo  cheap  as  that  of  Bri 
tain  can  be  afforded  ;  for,  in  the  colonies,  labour  of  all 
kinds  is  much  dearer  than  in  England  :  If  a  man  em 
ploys  his  own  flaves  he  muft  reckon  in  his  charge  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  common  intereft  of  their  pur  chafe 
money  ;  becaufe  when  one  of  them  dies  or  efcapes  from 
his  mafter,  he  lofes  both  intereft  and  principal:  That 
the  common  intereft  of  money  in  the  plantations  is  con- 
fiderably  higher  than  in  England,  confequently  no  man 
in  that  country  will  employ  his  money  in  any  branch  of 
trade,  by  which  he  cannot  gain  considerably  more  per 
cent,  than  is  expected  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  in 
tereft  is  low,  arid  profit  moderate  ;  a  circurnftance 
which  will  always  give  a  greatadvantage  to  the  Britifh. 
miner,  who  likewife  enjoys  an  exemption  from 
freight  and  infurance,  which  lie  heavy  upon  the  Ameri 
can  adventurer,  efpecially  in  time  of  war.  With  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  apprehenfion  of  the  leather  tanners,  they 
obferved,  that  as  the  coppices  generally  grew  on  barren 
lands,  not  fit  for  tillage,  and  improved  the  pafturage, 
no  proprietor  would  be  at  the  expence  of  grubbing  up 
the  v/ood  to  fpoil  the  pafture,  as  he  could  make  no 
other  ufe  of  the  land  on  which  it  was  produced.  The 
wood  muft  be  always  worth  fomething,  efpecially  in 
counties  where  there  is  not  plenty  of  coal,  and  timber 
trees  would  produce  confiderable  advantage :  There 
fore,  if  there  was  not  one  iron  mine  in  Great  Britain, 
no  coppices  would  be  grubbed  up,  unlefs  it  grew  on  a 
rich  foil,  which  would  produce  corn  infread  of  cord 
wood )  confequently,  the  tanners  have  nothing  to  fear, 
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BOOK   efpecially   as    planting  hath  become  a  prevailing  tafte 
*  among  the  landholders  of  the  ifland.     The  committee 

^'"Y"*^  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill,  ferioufly  weighed  and 
*757-  canvafTed  thefe  arguments,  examined  difputed  facts, 
and  infpedted  papers  and  accounts  relating  to  the  pro 
duce,  importation,  and  manufactory  of  iron.  At 
length,  Mr.  John  Pitt  reported  to  the  houfe  their  opi 
nion,  implying,  That  the  liberty  granted  by  ana&paf- 
fed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  majefty's  reign,  of 
importing  bar-iron  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ameri 
ca  into  the  port  of  London,  fhould  be  extended  to  all 
the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  fo  much  of 
that  act  as  related  to  this  claufe  fhould  be  repealed. 
The  houfe  having  agreed  to  thefe  refolutions,  and  the 
bill  being  brought  in  accordingly,  another  petition  was 
prefented  by  feveral  noblemen,  gentlemen,  freeholders, 
and  other  proprietors,  owners,  and  pofTsfTors  of  coppi 
ces  and  woodlands,  in  the  weft-riding  of  Yorkfhire, 
alledging,  that  a  permiflion  to  import  American  bar- 
iron,  duty  free,  would  be  attended  with  numberlefs  ill 
confequences  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature  ;  fpe- 
cifying  certain  hardships  to  which  they  in  particular 
would  be  expofed  ;  and  praying,  that  if  the  bill  fhould 
pafs  they  might  be  relieved  from  the  preflure  of  an  act 
paffed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  obliging  the  owners 
of  coppice- woods  to  preferve  them,  under  fevere  pe 
nalties  ;  and  be  permitted  to  fell  and  grub  up  their  cop 
pice-woods,  in  order  to  a  more  proper  cultivation  of  the 
foil,  without  being  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  malicious 
and  interefted  profecutions.  In  confequence  of  this 
remonftrance,  a  claufe  was  added  to  the  bill  repealing 
fo  much  of  the  act  of  Henry  VIII.  as  prohibited  the 
converfion  of  coppice  or  underwoods  into  pafture  or 
tillage  ;  then  it  pafled  through  both  houfes,  and  re 
ceived  the  royal  fan£tion.  As  there  was  not  time  after 
this  affair  came  upon  the  carpet,  to  obtain  any  new  ac 
counts  from  America,  and  as  it  was  thought  neceflary 
to  know  the  quantities  of  iron  made  in  that  country, 
the  houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring 
he  would  bepleafed  to  give  directions,  that  there  fhould 
be  laid  before  them,  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament, 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  iron  made  in  the  Ameri 
can  colonies,  from  Chriftmas,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  the  5th  of  Ja 
nuary,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fif 
ty-fix,  each  year  being  diftinguifhed. 
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From  this  important  object,  the  parliament  convert-  C  H  ^  P- 
cd  its  attention  to  a  regulation  of  a  much  more  private 
nature.  In  confequence  of  a  petition  by  the  lord-may- 
or,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  a 
bill  was  brought  in,  and  puffed  into  a  law,  without 
oppofition,  for  the  more  effectual  prefervation  and  im 
provement  of  the  fry  and  fpawn  of  fifh  in  the  river 
Thames  and  waters  of  Medway,  and  for  the  better  re 
gulating  the  fifhery  in  thofe  rivers.  The  two  next 
meafures  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  were, 
firft,  a  bill  to  render  more  effectual  the  feveral  laws 
then  in  being,  for  the  amendment  and  prefervation  of 
the  highways  and  turnpike  roads  of  the  kingdom  ;  the 
other  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the  fpreading 
of  the  contagious  diftemper  which  at  that  time  raged 
among  the  horned  cattle.  A  third  arofe  from  the  dif- 
trefs  of  poor  filk  manufacturers,  who  were  dtftitute  of 
employment,  and  deprived  of  all  means  of  fubfifting, 
through  the  interruption  of  the  Levant  trade,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  war,  and  the  delay  of  the  merchant  (hips 
from  Italy.  In  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  a 
bill  was  prepared,  enacting,  that  any  perfon  might  im 
port  from  any  place,  in  any  (hip  or  vefTel  whatfoever, 
till  the  ift  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  feven  hun 
dred  and  fifty-feven,  organzine  thrown  filk  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  Italy,  to  be  brought  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  of  London,  wherefoever  landed  :  But 
that  no  Italian  thrown  filk,  coarfer  than  Bologna,  nor 
any  tram  of  the  growth  of  Italy,  nor  any  other  thrown 
filk  of  the  growth  or  preduction  of  Turkey,  Perfla, 
Eaft  India,  or  China,  fhould  be  imported  by  this  act, 
under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  thereof.  Notwith- 
ftanding  feveral  petitions  prefented  by  the  merchants, 
owners,  and  commanders  of  fhips,  and  others  trading 
to  Leghorn,  and  other  ports  of  Italy,  as  well  as  by 
the  importers  and  manufacturers  of  raw  filks,  repre- 
fenting  the  evil  confequences  that  would  probably  at 
tend  the  pafiing  of  fuch  a  bill,  the  parliament  agreed  to 
this  temporary  deviation  from  the  famous  act  of  navi 
gation,  for  a  prefent  fupply  to  the  poor  manufacturers. 

The  next  civil  regulation  eftablifhed  in  this  fe/Iion 
of  parliament  was  in  itfelf  judicious,  and,  had  it  been 
more  eagerly  fuggefted,  might  have  been  much  more 
beneficial  to  the  public.  In  order  to  difcourage  the 
practice  of  fmuggling,  and  prevent  the  defperadoes 
concerned  therein  from  inlifting  in  the  fervice  of  the 
enemyj  a  law  was  pafled,  enacting,  that  every  perfon 
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BOOK  vvho  had  been,  before  the  ift  of  May,  in  the  prefent 
.^  .  year,  guilty  of  illegal  running,  concealing,  receiving, 
or  carrying  any  wool,  or  prohibited  goods,  or  any  fo 
reign  commodities  liable  to  duties,  the  fame  not  hav 
ing  been  paid  or  fecured  ;  or  of  aiding  therein,  or  had 
been  found  with  fire-arms  or  weapons,  in  order  to  be 
aiding  to  fuch  offenders;  or  had  been  guilty  of  receiv 
ing  fuch  goods  after  feizure  ;  or  of  any  a£t  whatfoever, 
whereby  perfons  might  be  deemed  runners  of  foreign 
goods  ;  or  of  hindering,  wounding,  or  beating  any 
officer  in  the  execution  oi  his  duty,  orafllfting  therein, 
fhould  be  indemnified  from  all  fuch  offences,  concern 
ing  which  no  fuit  fhould  then  have  been  commenced, 
or  compofition  made,  on  condition  that  he  fhould,  be 
fore  being  apprehended  or  profecuted,  and  before  the 
ifl  day  of  December,  enter  himfelf  with  fome  com- 
iniffioned  officer  of  his  majefty's  fleet,  to  ferve  as  a 
common  failor  ;  and  fhould,  for  three  years  from  fuch 
entry,  unlefs  fooner  duly  difcharged,  actually  ferve  and 
do  duty  inthatftation,  and  regifter  his  name,  &c.  with 
the  cleric  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  he  refided, 
as  the  a6t  prefcribes.  An  attempt  was  made  in  favour 
of  the  fea-men  employed  in  the  navy,  who  had  been 
very  irregularly  paid,  and  fubjecl  to  grievous  hardfhips 
in  confequence  of  this  irregularity.  Mr.  Grenville, 
brother  to  Earl  Temple,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  fea-men  employed  in 
his  majefty's  navy,  and  for  eftablifhing  a  regular 
method  for  the  punctual,  fpeedy,  and  certain  payment 
of  their  wages,  as  well  as  for  refcuing  them  from  the 
arts  of  fraud  and  impofition.  The  propofal  was  corro 
borated  by  divers  petitions  :  The  bill  was  prepared, 
read,  printed,  and,  after  it  had  undergone  fome  amend 
ment,  paffed  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  it  was  en 
countered  with  feveral  objections,  and  dropped  for  this 
fefllon  of  parliament. 

The  houfe  of  commons  being  defirous  of  preventing 
for  the  future  fuch  diftrdFes  as  the  poor  had  lately  un 
dergone,  appointed  a  committee  to  confider  of  proper 
provifions  to  reftrain  the  price  of  corn  and  bread  with 
in  due  bounds  for  the  future.  For  this  purpofe  they 
were  empowered  to  fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  re- 
eords,  and  it  was  refolvcd  that  all  who  attended  the 
committee  fhould  have  voices.  Having  enquired  into 
the  caufes  of  the  late  fcarcity,  they  agreed  to  feveral  re- 
folutions,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  explain  and 
amend  the  laws  againft  regrators,  foreftallers,  and  en- 
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groflers  of  corn.  The  committee  alfo  received  in-  C  H  A 
ftructions  to  enquire  into  the  abufes  of  millers,  meal-  , 
men,  and  bakers,  with  regard  to  bread,  and  to  confid^r  ^"V**^ 
of  proper  methods  to  prevent  them  in  the  fequel,  but  I7S7' 
no  further  progrefs  was  made  in  this  important  affair, 
which  was  the  more  interesting,  as  the  lives  of  indivi 
duals,  in  a  great  meafure,  depended  upon  a  fpeedy  re 
formation  5  for  the  millers  and  bakers  were  faid  to  have 
adulterated  their  flour  with  common  whiting,  lime, 
bone-afhes,  allurn,  and  other  ingredients  pernicious  to 
the  human  conftitution  ;  a  corr.fummation  of  villany 
for  which  no  adequate  punif^ment  could  be  inflicted. 
Among  the  meafures  propofed  in  parliament  which  did 
not  fucceed,  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  was  a  bill 
prepared  by  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  Mr.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  and  Mr.  Banks,  to  explain,  amend,  and  render 
more  effectual  a  law  pafled,  in  the  reign  cf  king  Wil 
liam  III.  intituled,  "  An  act  to  puniih  governors  of 
"  plantations,  in  this  kingdom,  for  crimes  committed 
"  by  them  in  the  plantations."  This  bill  was  propofed 
in  confequence  of  fome  complaints,  fpecifying  acts  of 
cruelty,  folly,  and  oppreflion,  by  which  fome  Britifh 
governors  had  been  lately  diftinguifhed  ;  but  before  the 
bill  could  be  brought  in,  the  parliament  was  proro 
gued. 

But  no  ftep  taken  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  feffion,  was  more  interefttng  to  the  body 
of  the  people  than  the  enquiry  into  the  lofs  of  Minorca, 
which  had  excited  fuch  loud  and  univerfal  clangour.  By 
addrefles  to  the  king,  unanimoufly  voted,  the  commons 
requefted,  that  his  majefty  would  give  directions  for 
laying  before  them  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  papers 
containing  any  intelligence  received  by  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  the  commifiioners  of  the  admiralty,  or  any 
others  of  his  majefty 's  minifters,  in  relation  to  the 
equipment  of  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon,  or  the  de- 
figns  of  the  French  on  Minorca,  or  any  other  of  his 
majefty's  pofleflions  in  Europe,  fince  the  ift  day  of  Ja 
nuary,  in  the  year  onethoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  to  the  ift  day  of  Auguft,  one  thoufand  leven  hun 
dred  and  fifty-fix.  They  likewife  defired  to  perufe  a 
lift  of  the  fhips  of  war  that  were  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  fea,  from  the  ift  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  f.ven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  3Oth  day 
of  April,  in  the  following  year  ;  with  the  copies  of  all 
failing  orders  fent  to  the  commanders  during  that  pe 
riod  ;  as  alfo  the  ftate  and  condition  of  his  majefty's 
VOL.  III.  O 


98  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  fhipsyn  the  feveral  ports  of  Great  Britain  at  the  time 
•  .  °f  admiral    Eyng's  departure,  with  the  fquadron  under 

^~Y**1'  hi^  command,  for  the  relief  of  fort  St.  Philip,  during 
*he  period  of  time  above  mentioned,  according  to  the 
monthly  returns  made  to  the  admiralty,  with  the  num 
ber  of  fe:tmen  muttered  and  born  on  hoard  the  refpec- 
tive  fhips.  They  demanded  copies  of  all  orders  and  in- 
ftruclions  given  to  that  admiral,  and  of  letters  written 
to  and  received  from  him,  during  his  continuance  in 
that  command,  either  by  the  flcretaries  of  ftate,  or 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  relating  to  the  condition  ®f  his 
fquadron,  and  to  the  execution  of  his  orders.  In  a 
word,  they  required  the  infpecl:ion  of  all  papers  which 
could  in  any  manner  tend  to  explain  the  lofs  of  Minor 
ca,  and  the  mifcarriage  of  Mr.  Byng's  fquadron.  His 
majefty  complied  with  every  article  of  their  requefts : 
The  papers  were  prefented  to  the  houfe,  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members,  and 
finally  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe.  In  the  courfe  of  their  deliberations 
they  addrefied  his  majefty  for  more  information,  till  at 
length  the  truth  feemed  to  be  fmothered  under  fuch  an 
enormous  burthen  of  papers  as  the  efforts  of  a  whole 
fefiion  could  not  have  properly  removed.  Indeed,  ma 
ny  difcerning  perfons  without  doors  began  to  difpair  of 
feeing  the  myftery  unfolded,  as  foon  as  the  enquiry  was 
undertaken  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  They 
obferved,  that  an  affair  of  fuch  a  dark,  intricate,  and 
fufpicious  nature  ought  to  have  been  referred  to  a  felecT: 
and  fecret  committee,  chofen  by  ballot,  empowered  to 
fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  examine 
witnefles  in  the  moft  folemn  and  deliberate  manner  : 
That  the  names  of  the  committee  ought  to  have  been 
publifh/id,  fjr  the  fatisfaction  of  the  people,  who  could 
have  judged  with  fome  certainty  whether  the  enquiry 
would  be  carried  on  with  fuch  impartiality  as  the  nati 
onal  misfortune  required.  They  fufpected  that  this 
reference  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  was  a  mi- 
nifterial  contrivance,  to  prevent  a  regular  and  minute 
inveftigation,  to  introduce  confufion  and  conteft,  to 
puzzle,  perplex,  and  obumbrate  ;  to  teafe,  fatigue, 
and  difguft  the  enquirers,  that  the  examination  might 
be  hurried  over  in  a  fuperficial  and  perfunctory  manner; 
and  the  miniftry,  from  this  anarchy  and  confufion  of 
materials,  half  explored  and  undigefted,  derive  a  ge 
neral'  parliamentary  approbation,  to  which  they  might 
Appeal  from  the  accufations  of  the  people.  A  felecl 
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committee  would  have  probably  examined  fome  of  the  c  H  A  P 
clerks  of  the  refpe&ive  offices,  that  they  might  cer-  VL 
tainly  know  whether  any  letters  or  papers  had  been  (-^Y^ 
fupprefled,  whether  the  extracts  had  been  faithfully  J757- 
made,  and  whether  there  might  not  be  papers  of  intel 
ligence,  which,  though  proper  to  be  fubmitted  to  a  fe- 
Ie6l  and  ferret  committee,  could  not,  confidently  with 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  be  communicated  to  a  com 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  minifters  had  any  foreign  inttlligence  or  cor- 
refpondence  that  could  be  much  depended  upon  in  any 
matter  of  national  importance,  and  no  evidence  was 
examined  on  this  occafion ;  a  circumftance  the  lefs  to 
be  regretted,  as  in  times  paft  evil  minifters  have  gene 
rally  found  means  to  render  fuch  enquiries  in  effevfiual ; 
and  the  fame  arts  would,  at  any  rate,  have  operated 
with  the  fame  efficacy,  had  a  fecret  committee  been 
employed  at  this  jun&ure.  Be  that  as  it  may,  feveral 
refolutions  were  reported  from  the  committee,  though 
fome  of  them  were  not  carried  by  the  majority  without 
violent  difpute  and  fevere  altercation.  The  firft  and 
laft  of  their  refolutions  require  particular  notice.  By 
the  former,  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  his  ma- 
jefty,  from  the  2yth  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  20th  day 
of  April  in  the  fucceeding  year,  received  fuch  repeated 
and  concurrent  intelligence,  as  gave  juft  reafon  to  be 
lieve,  that  the  French  king  intended  to  invade  his  do 
minions  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  In  the  latter 
they  declared  their  opinion,  that  no  greater  number  of 
fhips  of  war  could  be  fentinto  the  Mediterranean  than 
were  actually  lent  thither  under  the  command  of  admi 
ral  Byng  ;  nor  any  greater  reinforcement  than  the  re 
giment  which  was  fent,  and  the  detachment,  equal  to 
a  battalion,  which  was  ordered  to  the  relief  of  fort  St. 
Philip,  confidently  with  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  the 
various  fervices  eflential  to  the  fafety  of  his  majefty's 
dominions,  and  the  interefts  of  his  fubjecb.  It  muft. 
have  been  fomething  more  powerful  than  ordinary  con 
viction  that  fuggefted  thefe  opinions.  Whatever  re 
ports  might  have  been  circulated  by  the  French  miniftry, 
in  order  to  amufe,  intimidate,  and  detach  the  attention 
of  the  Englifh  government  from  America  and  the 
Mediterranean,  where  they  really  intended  to  exert 
themfelves,  yet  the  circumftances  of  the  two  nations 
being  confidered,  one  would  think  there  could  be  no 
juft  grounds  to  fear  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain  or 
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BOOK.  Ireland,  cfpecidly  when  other  intelligence  fremed  to 
point  out  much  more  probable  fcenes  of  action.  But 

^~V~*J  the  laft  refolution  is  ftill  more  incomprehcnfible  to 
17-57-  thofe  who  knew  not  exadlly  :he  bafis  on  which  it  was 
raifcci.  The  number  of  (hips  of  war  in  actual  com- 
miiHon  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  having  on 
board  fifty  thoufand  fea-menand  marines.  Intelligence 
and  repeated  information  of  the  French  defign  upon 
Minorca  had  bee;v  conveyed  to  the  miniftry  of  Eng 
land,  about  fix  months  before  it  was  put  in  execution. 
Is  it  credible,  that  in  all  this  time  the  nation  could  not 
equip  or  fpare  above  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  fix 
frigates,  to  fave  the  important  ifland  of  Minorca  ?  Is 
it  eafy  to  conceive,  that  from  a  {landing  army  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  one  regiment  of  troops  could  not  have 
been  detached  to  reinforce  a  garrifon,  well  known  to 
be  infufficient  for  the  works  it  was  deftined  to  defend  ? 
To  peribns  of  common  intellects  it  appeared,  that  in 
telligence  of  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  conveyed  to 
the  admiralty  as  early  as  the  month  of  September,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  fever,  hundred  and  fifty-five,  with 
exprtfs  notice  that  it  would  confift  of  twelve  (hips  of 
the  line  ;  that  the  design  a^ainft  Minorca  was  commu 
nicated  as  early  zs  the  2/f.h  day  of  Au<mft,  by  conful 
Banks,  of  C.-.rthajrena  ;  confirmed  by  letters  from  con 
ful  Berttcs,  at  Genoa,  dated  on  the  iyth  and  a6th  of 
January,  and  received  by  Mr.  Fox,  fccretary  of  flate, 
on  the  4th  and  lira  of  February,  as  well  as  by  many 
fubfequent  intimations  ;  that,  notwithstanding  thefe 
repeated  advices,  even  after  hoftilities  had  commenced 
in  Europe,  when  the  garrifon  of  Minorca  amounted  to 
no  moie  than  four  incomplete  regiments,  andonecom- 
pany  of  artillery,  forty-two  officers  being  abfent,  and 
the  place  othentife  unprovided  for  a  fiege,  when  the 
Mediterranean  fquadron,  CJH  rnanded  by  Mr.  Edge- 
cumbe,  coiihfted  of  two  Chip?  of  the  line,  and  five  fri 
gates ;  neither  (lores,  ammunition,  or  provifion,  the 
abfrnt  officers  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  recruites  for 
the  regiments,  though  ready  raifed,  miners,  nor  any 
additional  troops,  werefent  tothe  ifland,  nor  the  fqua 
dron  augmented  till  admiral  Byng  failed  from  Spithead 
on  the  6th  day  of  April,  with  no  more  fhips  of  the 
line  than,  by  the  moll  eany  and  authentic  intelligence, 
the  government  were  informed  they  would  fail  from 
Touion,  even  when  Mr.  Byng;  fhould  have  been  joined 
by  commodore  Edgecumbe;  a  junction  uppn  which  no 
de-prudence  onght  to  have  been  laid  ;  that  this  fquadron 
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contained  no  troops  but  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  four  re-  c  H  A  p. 
giments  in  the  garrifon,  except  one  battalion  to  ferve  VI' 
in  the  fleet  as  marines,  unlefs  we  include  the  order  for 
another  to  be  embarked  ?.t  Gibraltar,  which  order  was 
neither  obeyed  nor  underftood  :  That,  confidering  the 
danger  to  which  Minorca  was  expofed,  and  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  the  enemy's  preparations  at  Toulon,  ad 
miral  Ofborne,  with  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  one 
frigate,  who  returned  on  the  i6th  of  February,  after 
having  convoyed  a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips,  might  have 
been  detached  to  Minorca,  without  hazarding  thecoaft 
of  Great  Britain  ;  for,  at  that  time,  exclufive  of  this 
fquadron,  there  were  eight  fhips  of  the  line  and  thirty- 
two  frigates  ready  manned,  and  thirty-two  fhips  of  the 
line  and  five  frigates  almoft  equipped  :  That  admiral 
Hawke  was  fent  with  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line  and 
one  frigate,  to  cruize  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  after  re 
peated  intelligence  had  been  received  that  the  French 
fleet  had  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  eleven 
fhips  remaining  at  Breft  and  Rochefort  were  in  want 
of  hands  and  cannon,  fo  that  they  could  never  ferve  to 
cover  any  embarkation  or  defcent,  confequently  Mr. 
Hawke's  fquadron  might  have  been  fpared  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca  :  That,  inftead  of  attending  to  this  impor 
tant  objecT:,  the  admiralty,  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
fent  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  to  intercept 
a  coafting  convoy  off  cape  Barfleur  :  On  the  nth  of 
the  fame  month,  they  detached  two  fhips  of  the  line  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  on  the  igth  two  more  to  North 
America,  where  they  could  be  of  little  immediate  fer- 
vice  ;  on  the  23d,  two  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates, 
a  convoy-hunting  off  Cherbourg  ;  and  on  the  ift  of 
April,  five  fhips  of  the  line,  including  three  returned 
from  this  latl  fervice,  to  reinforce  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
already  too  ftrong  for  the  French  fleet  bound  to  Canada:' 
That  all  thcfe  fhips  might  have  been  added  to  Mr. 
Byng's  fquadron,  without  expofing  Qreat  Britain  or 
Ireland  to  any  hazard  of  invafion:  That  at  length,  Mr. 
Byng  was  detached  with  ten  great  mips  only,  and  even 
denied  a  frigate  to  repeat  fignals,  for  which  he  peti 
tioned  ;  although  at  that  very  time  there  were  in  port, 
exclufive  of  his  fquadron,  feventeen  fhips  of  the  line 
and  thirteen  frigates  ready  for  fea,  befides  eleven  of 
the  line  and  nineteen  frigates  almoft  equipped.  From 
thefe  and  other  circumftances,  particularised  and  urged 
with  great  vivacity,  many  individuals  inferred,  that  a 
greater  number  of  fhips  might  hare  been  detached  to 
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BOOK,  the  Mediterranean  than  were  actually  fent  with  admi- 

ral  Byng  :    That  the  not  fending  an  earlier  and  ftronger 

ir         foice  was  one  great  caufeof  Minoica's  being  loft,   and 

J757-      co-operated  with  the  delay  of  the   miniftry  in   fending 

thuher  reinforcements  of  troops,  their  negledlin  fuffer- 

ing  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  to  continue  abfent  from 

their  duty,  and  their  omitting  to  give  orders  forraifing 

miners  to  ferve  in  the  fortrefs  of  Mahon. 

The  next  enquiry,  in  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
engaged,  related  to  the  contrails  for  victualling  the 
fo.ces  in  America,  which  were  fuppofed,  by  fome  pa 
triots,  to  be  fraudulent  and  unconfcionable.  Thisfuf- 
picion  arofe  from  an  ambiguous  expreflion,  on  which 
the  contractor  being;  interrogated  by  the  committee  ap 
pointed  to  examine  the  particulars,  he  prudently  inter 
preted  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fcr.cn  himfclf  from 
the  rcfentment  of  the  legiflature.  The  houfe,  there 
fore,  refolved,  that  the  contract  entered  into  on  the 
26th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-fix,  by  the  comrr.iffionersof  the  trea- 
fury,  with  William  Baker,  Chriftopher  Kilby,  and 
Richard  Baker  of  London,  merchants,  for  furnifhing 
provisions  to  the  forct-s  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
of  Loudoun,  was  prudent  and  necefTary,  and  properly 
adapted  to  the  fecuring  a  conftant  and  effectual  fupply 
for  thofe  forces  in  America. 

The  preceding  feflion,  an  addrefs  had  been  prefent- 
ed  to  the  king  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  defiring  his 
majefty  would  give  orders  for  laying  before  them  feve- 
ral  papers  relating  to  difputes  which  had  lately  happened 
between  his  excellency  Charles  Knowles,  Efq  j  and 
fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Ja 
maica.  This  governor  was  accufed  of  many  illegal, 
cruel,  and  arbitrary  adls,  during  the  courfe  of  his  ar 
bitration  ;  but  thefe  imputations  he  incurred  by  an 
exertion  of  power  which  was  in  itfelf  laudable,  and 
well  intended  for  the  commercial  int;  reft  of  the  ifland. 
This  was  his  changing  the  feat  of  government,  and 
procuting  an  act  of  affembly  for  removing  the  feveral 
laws,  records,  books,  papers,  and  writings  belonging 
to  the  feveral  officers  in  that  ifland,  from  Spanifh-town 
to  Kingfton ;  and  for  obliging  the  feveral  officers  to 
keep  their  offices,  and  hold  a  fupreme  court  of  judica 
ture,  at  this  laft  place,  to  which  he  had  moved  the  feat 
of  government.  Spanifh-town,  otherwife  called  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  old  capital,  was  an  inconfiderable 
inland  place,  of  no  fecurity,  trade,  or  importance  ; 
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whereas,  Kingfton  was  the  centre  of  commerce,  fitu-  CHAP 
ated  on  the  fide  of  a  fine  harbour  filled  with  fhips,  well  ,  . 

fecured  from  the  infults  of  an  enemy,  large,  wealthy,  IT" 
and  flourifliing.  Here  the  merchants  dwell,  and  {hip 
the  greateft  part  of  the  fugars  that  grow  upon  the  iflar.d. 
They  found  it  extremely  inconvenient  and  expenfive  to 
take  out  their  clearances  at  Spanifii-town,  which  ftands 
at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  the  fame  inconvenience 
and  expence  being  felt  by  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  occafion  to  profecute  fuits  at  law,  or  attended 
the  aflembly  of  the  ifland,  they  joined  in  reprefenta- 
tions  to  the  governor,  requefting,  that,  in  consideration 
of  thefe  inconveniences,  added  to  that  of  the  weaknefs 
of  Spanifh-town  and  the  importance  of  Kingfton,  the 
feat  of  government  might  be  removed.  He  complied 
with  their  requeft,  and  in  fo  doing  entailed  upon  him- 
felf  the  hatred  and  refentment  of  certain  powerful  plan 
ters,  who  poflt fled  eftateS  in  and  about  the  old  town  of 
St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  thus  deferted.  This  fcems  to 
have  been  the  real  fource  of  the  animofity  and  clamour 
incurred  by  Mr.  Knowles,  againft  whom  a  petition, 
figned  by  nineteen  members  of  the  aflembly,  had  been 
fent  to  England,  and  prefented  to  his  majefty.  In  the 
two  feflions  preceding  this  year,  the  affair  had  been 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  this  gover 
nor's  character  was  painted  in  frightful  colours,  and 
divers  papers  relating  to  the  difpute  were  examined. 
Mr.  Knowles  having  by  this  time  returned  to  England, 
the  fubjecl:  of  his  administration  was  revived,  and  re 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  In  the  mean 
time,  petitions  were  prefented  by  feveral  merchants  of 
London  and  Liverpool,  concerned  in  the  trade  to  Ja 
maica,  alledging,  that  the  removal  of  the  public  courts, 
offices,  and  records  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  to  King 
fton,  and  fixing  the  feat  of  government  there,  had  been 
productive  of  many  important  advantages,  by  render 
ing  the  ftrength  of  the  ifland  mare  formidable,  the  pro 
perty  of  the  traders  and  inhabitants  more  fecure,  and 
the  profecution  of  all  commercial  bufinefs  more  expe 
ditious  and  lefs  expenfive  than  formerly ;  therefore, 
praying,  that  the  purpofes  of  the  acT:  pafled  in  Jamaica 
for  that  end  might  be  carried  into  effectual  execution, 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  houfe  fhould  think  proper.  The 
committee  having  examined  a  great  number  of  papers, 
agreed  to  fome  refolutions,  importing,  that  a  certain 
refolution  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  dated  on  the 
agth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
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BOOK  hundred  and  fifty-three,  implying  a  claim  of  right  in 
that  affsmbly  to  raife  arid  apply  public  money  without 
the  confent  of  the  governor  and  council,  was  illegal, 
repugnant  to  the  terms  of  his  majefty's  commiflion  to 
his  governor  of  the  faid  ifland,  and  derogatory  of  the 
rights  of  the  crown  and  people  of  Great  Britain  : 
That  the  fix  laft  refolutions  taken  in  the  affembly  of 
Jamaica,  on  the  29th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-three,  proceeded  on  a 
manifeft  mifapprehenfion  of  the  king's  inftruclion  to 
his  governor,  requiring  him  not  to  give  his  affent  to 
any  bill  of  an  unufual  or  extraordinary  nature  and  im 
portance,  wherein  his  majefty's  prerogative,  or  the 
property  of  his  fubje&s,  might  be  prejudiced,  or  the 
trade  or  {hipping  of  the  kingdom  any- wife  affected, 
unlefs  there  fhould  be  a  cbufe  inferted,  fufpending  the 
execution  of  fuch  bill  until  his  mnjefty's  pleafurefhould 
be  known  :  That  fuch  inftruclion  was  juft  and  necefia- 
ry,  and  no  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the  ifland, 
nor  any  way  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  fubjccts  in 
Jamaica.  From  thefe  refolutions  the  reader  may  per 
ceive  the  nature  of  the  difpute  which  had  arifen  between 
the  people  of  Jamaica  and  their  governor,  vice-admi 
ral  Knowles,  whofe  conduct,  on  this  occafion,  feems 
to  have  been  juftified  by  the  legiflature.  The  parlia 
ment,  however,  forbore  to  determine  the  queftion, 
whether  the  removal  of  the  courts  of  judicature  from 
Spanifh-town  to  Kingfton  was  a  meafure  calculated  for 
the  intereft  of  the  ifland  in  general. 

The laft  fubje6l  which  we  fhall  mention,  as  having 
fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the  commons  during 
this  feffion  of  parliament,  was  the  ftate  of  Milfordha- 
ven,  on  the  coaft  of  Wales,  one  of  the  moft  capacious, 
fafe  and  commodious  harbours  in  Great  Britain.  Here 
the  country  affords  many  conveniences  for  building 
fhips  of  war,  and  erecting  forts,  docks,  quays,  and  ma 
gazines.  It  might  be  fortified  at  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pence,  fo  as  to  be  quite  fecure  from  any  attempts  of 
the  enemy,  and  rendered  by  far  the  moft  ufeful  har 
bour  in  the  kingdom  for  fleet?,  cruizers,  trading  fhips 
and  packet-boats,  bound  to  and  from  the  weftward  ; 
for  from  hence  they  may  put  to  fea  almoft  with  any 
wind,  and  even  at  low  water  :  They  may  weather 
Scilly  and  Cape  Clear,  when  no  vcfiel  can  ftir  from  the 
Britifh  channel,  or  out  of  the  French  ports  of  Breft 
and  Rochefort  ;  and  as  a  poft  can  travel  from  hence  in 
three  days  to  London,  it  might  become  the  centre  of 
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very  ufeful  fea  intelligence,  A  petition  from  feveral  c  HyA  p-. 
merchants  in  London  was  prefented  and  recommended  ^^.^.^ 
to  the  houfe  in  a  meflage  from  the  king,fpecifying  the  \^l^ 
advantages  of  this  harbour,  and  the  fmallexpence  at  which 
it  might  be  fortified,  and  praying  that  the  houfe  would 
take  this  important  fubjecl:  into  confideration.  Accor 
dingly,  a  committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpofe, 
with  power  to  fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  records;  and 
every  circumftance  relating  to  it  was  examined  with 
accuracy  and  deliberation.  At  length  the  report  be 
ing  made  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Charles  Townfhendj 
they  unanimofly  agreed  to  an  addrefs>  rcprefenting  to 
his  majefty,  that  many  great  lofTes  had  been  fuftained 
by  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  war,  from  the 
want  of  a  fafe  harbour  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  the 
ifland,forthe  reception  and  protection  of  merchant  fhips, 
fending  out  cruizers  :  That  the  harbour  of  Milford- 
haven,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  is  moft  advantage- 
oufly  fituated  ;  and,  if  properly  defended  and  fecured, 
in  every  refpecT:  adopted  to  the  anfwering  thofe  impor 
tant  purpofes  :  They,  therefore,  humbly  befought  his  v 
majefty,  that  he  would  give  immediate  directions  for 
erecting  batteries,  with  proper  cover,  on  the  fides  of 
the  faid  harbour,  in  the  moft  convenient  places  for 
guarding  the  entrance  called  Hubberftone-road,  and 
alfo  fuch  other  fortifications  as  might  be  neceflary  to 
fecure  the  interior  parts  of  the  harbour  ;  and  that  un 
til  fuch  batteries  and  fortifications  could  be  completed 
fome  temporary  defence  might  be  provided  for  the  im 
mediate  protection  of  the  {hips  and  veflels  lying  in  the 
faid  harbour  :  Finally  they  aflured  him,  the  houfe  would 
make  good  to  his  majefty  all  fuch  expences  as  fhould 
be  incurred  for  thefe  purpofes.  The  addrefs  met  with 
a  gracious  reception,  and  a  promife  that  fuch  directions 
fhould  be  given.  The  harbour  was  actually  furveyed, 
the  places  were  pitched  upon  for  batteries,  and  the  efti- 
mates  prepared;  but  no  further  progrcfs  hath  fince  been 
made. 

We  have  now  finifhed  the  detail  of  all  the  material  Trial  of 
tranfa&ions  of  this  feffion,  except  what  relates  to  the  gd™'ra) 
fate  of  admiral  Byng,  which  now  claims  our  attention. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  may  obferve,  that  on  the  ^.th  day 
of  July,  the  feffion  was  clofed  with   his    majefty's  ha 
rangue,  the  moft  remarkable  and  pleafing  paragraph  of 
which  turned  upon  his  royalafTurance,  that  the  fuccour 
and  prefervation  of  his  dominions  in  America  had  been 
his  conftant  care ;  and  next  to  the  fecuritv  of  his  king- 
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BOOK  dorns,  fhotild  continue  to  be  his  great  and  principal  ob- 
]  je£l.  Hetold  rhem,  hehad  takenfuchmeafuresas,  hetruft- 

cci,  by  the  bleffirvj;  of  God,  might  effe&ually  difap- 
point  the  d-rfigns  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  parts  :  That 
he  had  no  further  view  but  to  vindicate  the  juft  rights 
of  his  crown  and  fubjs&s  from  th^  moft  injurious  en 
croachments  ;  to  prtferve  the  tranquillity,  as  far  as  the 
circumftmces  of  things  might  admit  ;  to  prevent  the 
true  friends  of  Britain,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe 
from  being  opp.efTed  and  endangered  by  any  unpro 
voked  and  unnatural  conjunction. 

Of  all  the  tranfaclions  that  diftinguifhed  this  year, 
the  moft  extraordinary  was  the  kntence  executed  on 
admiral  Bynt>,  the  fon  of  that  great  officer  who  had  ac 
quired  fuch  honour  by  his  naval  expoits  in  the  preced 
ing  reign,  and  was  ennobled  for  his  fervices,  by  the  ti 
tle  of  lord  vifcount  Torrington.  His  fecond  fon,  John 
Byn?,  had,  from  his  earlicft  youth,  been  trained  to  his 
father's  profefTi^n,  and  was  generally  efteemcd  one  of 
the  beft  officers  in  the  navy,  when  he  embarked  in  that 
expedition  :o  Minorca,  which  covered  his  character 
with  difgrace,  and  even  expofed  him  to  all  the  horrors 
of  an  ignominious  death.  On  the  28th  day  of  Decem 
ber,  his  trial  began  before  a  court-martial,  held  on 
board  the  {hip  St.  George,  in  the  harbour  of  Portf- 
mouth,  to  which  place  Mr.  Byng  had  been  conveyed 
from  Greenwich  by  a  party  of  horfe-guards,  and  in- 
fulted  by  the  popul  ;ce  in  every  town  and  village 
through  which  he  paff.:d.  The  court  having  proceeded 
to  examine  the  evidences  for  the  crown  and  prifoner, 
from  day  to  day,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  fitting,  agreed 
unanimoufly  to  thirty-feven  refolutions,  implying  their 
opinion,  that  admiral  Byng,  during  the  engagement 
between  the  Britiih  and  French  fleets,  on  the  aoth  day 
of  M/iy  laft,  did  not  do  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  take, 
ft-ize,  and  and  deftroy  the  fhips  of  the  French  king, 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  engaged,  and  to  affift  fuch- 
of  his  majefty's  fhips  as  were  engaged,  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  afftfted  ;  and  that  he  did  not  exert  his 
utmoft  power  tor  the  relief  of  St.  Philip's  caftle. 
They,  therefore,  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  he  fell  under 
part  of  the  twelfth  article  of  an  act  of  parliament  paf- 
fed  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  for 
amending,  explaining,  and  reducing,  into  one  aft  of 
parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the  government  of  his 
majefty's  fhips,  velTsls,  and  forces  by  fea;  and  as  that 
article  pofitively  prefcribed  death,  without  any  alterna 
tive  left  to  th?  diibretion  of  the  court,  under  any  vari- 
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adon  of  circumftances,  they  unanimoufly  adjudged  the  CHAP, 
faid  admiral    John  Byng  to  be  (hot   to   death,  at  fuch •  ' 
time,  and  on  board  of  fuch  (hip,  as  the  loid?  commif-  <ta*"Y""Sl' 
fioners  of  the  admiralty  (hould  nleafe  to  direct.  But  ss      *7'7- 

i  •  i  r    'i  n-  i  Islenu-nced 

it  appeared,  by  the  evidence  of  the  omcers  who  were  tobsihot. 
near  the  admiral's  perfon,  that  no  backwardnefs  was 
perceivable  in  him  during  the  a£tion,  nor  any  mark  of 
fear  or  confufion  either  in  his  countenance  or  beha 
viour  ;  but  that  he  delivered  his  orders  coolly  and  dif- 
tinclly,  without  feeming  deficient  in  perfonal  courage, 
and  from  other  circun.ftances,  they  believed  his  n  ifcon- 
dudt  did  notarife  either  from  cowardice  or  difaffedlion, 
they  unanimofly  and  earneftly  recommended  him  as 
a  proper  object  of  mercy.  The  admiral  hin.f. If  beha 
ved  through  the  whole  trial  with  the  moft  cheerful 
compofure,  feemingly  the  effect  of  confcious  inno 
cence,  upon  v/hich,  perhaps,  he  too  much  relied.  Even 
after  he  had  heard  the  evidence  examined  againfthim, 
and  finiftied  his  own  defence,  he  laid  his  account  in  be 
ing  honourably  acquitted,  and  ordered  his  coach  to  be 
ready  for  conveying  him  diredly  from  the  tribunal  to 
London.  A  gentleman,  his  friend,  by  whom  he  was 
attended,  having  received  intimation  of  the  fentence 
to  be  pronounced,  thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  him 
for  the  occafion,  that  he  might  fummon  all  his  fortitude 
to  his  afliftance,  and  accordingly  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  information  he  had  received.  The  admiral 
gave  tokens  of  furprifc  and  refentmenJ,  but  betrayed 
no  marks  of  fear  ordiforder,  either  then  or  in  the  court 
when  the  fentence  was  pronour.ce*d.  On  the  contrary, 
while  divers  members  of  the  court-martial  manif-fted 
grief,  anxiety,  and  trepidation,  (bedding  tears,  and  figh- 
ing  with  extraordinary  emotion,  he  heard  his  doom  de 
nounced  without  undergoing  the  ler-.ft  alteration  of  fea 
ture,  and  made  a  low  obeifance  to  the  president  and  the 
other  members  of  the  court  as  he  retired. 

The  officers  who  compofed   this    tribunal    were   fo  Is  recom- 
fenfible  of  the  law's   fcverity,  that  they  unanimoufly  mende-  ta 
fubfcritad  a  letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,   contain-  m 
ing   this  remarkable   paragraph  :    "  We  cannot   help 
"  laying  the  diftrefies  of  our  minds  before  your   lord- 
"  fhips  on  this  occafion,  in  finding   ourfelves   under   a 
"  neceffity  of  condemning  a   man  to   death,  from   the 
"  great  feverity  of  the  twelfth   article  of  war,  part  of 
"  which  he  falls  under,  which  admits  of  no  mitigation 
"  if  the  crime  fhould  be   committed   by  an   error,   in 
"judgment}    and,  therefore,  for  our  own  confciences 
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OK"  fake,  as  well  as  in   juftice   to  the  prifoner,   we   pray 
l(-  your  lordfhips,  in    the  moft  earned  manner,  to  re- 


"  commend  him  to  his  majefty's  clemency."  The  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  inftead  of  complying    with   the  re- 
queft  of  the  court-martial,  tranfmitted  their  letter  to  the 
king,  with  copies  of  their    proceedings,  and   a  letter 
from  themfelves  to  his  tnaj-rfty,  fpecifying  a  doubt  with 
regard  to  the  legality  of  the  fentence,  as   the  crime  of 
negligence,  for  which  the  admiral  had  been  condemned, 
was  not  exprefled  in  any  part  of  the  proceedings.      At 
the  fame  time,  copies   of  two  petitions    from  George 
lord   vifcount    Torrington,   in    behalf  of  his    kinfinan 
admiral  Byng,  were  fubmitted  to  his  majefty's    royal 
wifdom  and  determination.     All  the  friends  and    rela 
tions  of  the  unhappy  convict  employed    and   exerted 
their  influence  and  intereft  for  his  pardon  ;  and  as  the 
circumftances  had  appeared  fo  ftrong  in  his   favour,  it 
was  fuppofed  that  the  fcepter  of  royal  meicy  would  be 
extended  for  his  prefervation  ;  but  infamous  arts  were 
ufsd  to  whet  the  favao;e   appetite  of  the    populace  for 
blood.    The  cry  of  vengeance  was  loud  throughout  the 
land  ;  fullen  clouds  of  fufpicion  and  malevolence  inter- 
poking,   were  faid  to  obftru£t  the  genial  beams  of  the 
beft  virtue  that  adorns  the  throne  ;    and  the   fovereign 
was  given  to  underftand,   that  the  execution  of  admi 
ral  Ryng  was  a  victim  abfolutely  neceflary  to   appeafe 
the  fury  of  the  people.     His   majefiy,  in   confequence 
of  the  reprefemation    made  by  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
irnralty,  referred  the  fentence  to  the  confideration    of 
the  twelve  judges,  who  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  the  fentence  was  legal.     This  report  being  tranf- 
n-.itted  f-om  the  privy-council  to  the   admiralty,   their 
lordfhips  iflued  a  warrant  for  executing  the  lenience  of 
death  on  the  28th  day   of  February.     One    eentleman 
at  the  board,  however,    refufed  to  fubfcribe,   the  war 
rant,  afligning  for  his  rcfufal  the  reafcris  which  we  have 
inferted   by  way  of  note,  for    the    fatisfadion  of    the 
reader*. 

*"  AJrr.ir  \I  Forhe^'s  reafjr.s  for  not  fig'Ing  the  warrant  for  admiral  Eyng's 
exec.-i.-ion  : 

"  IT  may  he  tho-ght  gr"at  prefumption  in  me  to  dirrer  frem  fo  great 
aiithorit)  as  tha^af  th>  twvlve  judges  ;  but  'when  a  man  is  called  upon  to 
fign  his  namt  to  an  ac>  wli'uh  is  to  give  authority  to  theflicdcing  of  blood, 
t«  Ought  to"be  guided  by  liisown  confcience,  and  not  by  the  opinions  of 
other  r.ien. 

"  In  tht  cafe  before  05,  h  if  not  the  m.-ritof  admiral  Byn;  that  I  con- 
filer  ;  whether  he  ccfsi'vtts  devith  or  not,  is  not  a  queftion  for  me  to  de- 
i,ids  ;  but  whether  or  not  his  life  can  be  taken  away  by  the  fentence  pro- 
Rounc-rd  on  him  by  the  court-rrsartiaJ,  and  after  haying  fo  cleariy  evi-lainec! 
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Though  mercy    was  denied   to   the    criminal    the  c  H  A  p, 
crown  feemed  determined  to  do  nothing  that  fhould   be         vr. 
thought  inconfiftent  with   law.     A  member  of  parlia-  <—*Y^ 
ment,  who  had  fat  upon    the   court-martial   at    Port-      i?S7- 
mouth,  rofe  up  in  his  place,  and  made  application  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and   feveral   o- 
ther  members  of  that  tribunal,  praying  the  aid  of  the  le- 

their  motives  for  pronouncing   fuch  a  fentence,  is  the  point  which  alone 
has  employed  my  moft  ferious  confideration. 

"  The  twelfth  article  of  war,  on  which  admiral  Byng's  fentence  is 
grounded,  fays  (according  to  my  underftanding  of  its  meaning)  «  That  e- 
verypetfon,  who,  in  time  of  action,  mall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not 
come  into  fight,  or  do  his  utmoft,  &c.  through  motives  of  cowardice, 
negligence,  or  difaffection,  fliall  fuffer  death.'  The  court-  rrartial  does, 
in  exprefs  words,  acquit  admiral  Byngof  cowardice  and  difaffe&ion,  and 
does  not  name  the  word  Negligence.  admiral  Byng  does  not,  as  I  con 
ceive,  fall  under  the  letter  or  difcription  of  the  twelfth  article  of  war.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  negligence  is  implied,  though  the  word  is  not  mention 
ed,  otherwife  the  court-martial  would  not  have  brought  his  offence  un 
der  the  twelfth  article,  having  a;quitted  him  of  cowardice  and  difaffedtion.  , 
But  it  muft  be  aknowledged,  that  the  negligence  implied  cannot  be  wil 
ful  negligence  ;  for  wilful  negligence,  in  admiral  Byng's  filiation,  muft 
have  proceeded  either  from  cowardice  or  difaffc&ion,  and  he  is  exprefsly 
acquitted  of  both  thefe  crimes,  befides,  thefe  crimes,  which  are  implied 
only,  and  not  named,  may  indeed  juftify  fufpicion  and  private  opinion, 
but  cannot  fatisfy  the  conscience  in  cafe  of  blood. 

"  Admiral  Byng's  fate  was  referred  to  a  court-martial,  his  life  and  death 
were  left  to  their  opinions.  The  court-martial  conden.n  him  to  death,  be- 
caufe,  as  they  exprefsly  fay,  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  doing  fo  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  fcverity  of  which  they  complained  ,  be- 
caufe  it  admits  of  no  mitigation.  The  court-martial  exprefily  fay,  that, 
for  the  fake  of  thei:  confciences,  as  well  asinjuitice  to  the  prifoner,  they 
moft  earneftly  recommend  him  to  his  majefty  for  mercy  :  it  is  evident, 
then,  that,  in  the  opinions  and  confciencesof  the  judges,  he  was  not  defer- 
ving  of death. 

"  The  queftion  then  is,  mall  the  opinions  or  neceflitiss  of  the  court- 
martial  determine  admiral  Byng's  fate  ?  If  it  flioold  be  tjhs  latter  he  will 
be  executed,  contrary  to  the  intentions  and  meaning  of  his  judges  ;  if  the 
former,  his  life  is  no:  forfeited.  His  judges  declare  him  not  deferring  of 
death  ;  but  mittaking  either  the  meaning  of  the  law,  or  the  nature  of  his 
offence  they  bring  him  under  an  article  of  war,  which,  according  to  their 
own  defcription  of  his  offence,  he  does  not,  I  conceive,  fall  under  j  and 
then  they  condemn  him  to  death,  becaufe  as  they  fay,  the  law  admits  of 
no  mitigation.  Can  a  man's  life  be  taken  away  by  fuch  a  fentence  !  I 
would  not  willingly  be  mifunderftood,  and  have  it  believed  that  I  judge  of 
admiral  Byng's  dtferts  :  That  was  the  bufmefs  of  a  court-martial,  and  it 
is  my  duty  only  to  aft  according  to  my  confcience  ;  which,  after  deliberate 
confideration,  a  {lifted  by  the  belt  light  a  poor  underftanding  can  afford  it, 
remains  ftill  in  doubt,  and  therefore  I  cannot  confent  to  fign  a  warrant 
whereby  the  fjntence  of  the  court-martial  may  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
for  1  cannot  help  thinking,  that  however  criminal  admiral  Byng  may  be, 
his  life  is  no:  forfeited  by  that  fentence.  I  do  not  mean  to  find  fault  with 
other  men's  opinions  ;  all  I  endeavour  at,  is  to  give  rcafon*  for  my  own; 
and  all  I  defire  or  wifh  is,  that  1  may  not  be  mifunderftood  :  I  do  not  pre 
tend  to  judge  admiral  Byng's  defcrts,  nor  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  pro 
priety  of  theaft. 

"  Signed,  6thFeb.   1757  at  the  Admiralty. 

"    J.  FORBES. 
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BOOK  giflature,  to  be  releafed  from  the  oath  of  fecrecy  impofed 
on  courts-martial,  that  they  might  difclofe   the  grounds 

^"V^"^   on  which  fentence  of  death  had  pafled   on  admiral  By ng 
J757-      and,   perhaps,    difcover  fuch  circumftances   as    might, 
fhow  the  fentence  to  be  improper.  Although  this  applica 
tion  produced  no  refolution  in  the   houfe,  the  k.in£,  on 
the  26th  day  of  February,  fent  a  meffage  to    the   com 
mons  by  Mr.  fecretary     Pitt,  importing,    that  though 
he  had  determined  to  let  the  law  tike   its  courfe    with 
relation  to  admiral  Byng,  and  refifted  all  folicitations  .to 
the  contrary,  yet,  as  a  member  of  the  houfe  had  expref- 
fed  fome  fcruple«  about  the  fentence,  his    m^jefty  had 
thought  fit  to   refpite   the    execution  of  it,  that   there 
might  be  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  by  thefeparate  ex 
amination  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  upon 
oath,  whdt  grounds  there  were  for    fuch  fcruples,  and 
that  his  majcfty  was  refolved  ftill  to  let  the  fentence  be 
carried  into  execution,  unlefs  it  fhould  appear  from  the 
faid  examination    that    admiral     Byn^    was      unjuft- 
ly  condemned.     The  fentence  might  be  ftriclly  legal, 
a;u:,  at  the   fame    time,  veryfeverc,  according   to  the 
maxim,  futnmum  jus  fumma    injuria.     In   fuch   cafes, 
and  perhaps  in  fuch  cafes  only,  the    rigour  of  the  law 
ought  to  be  foftened  by  the  lenient  hand  of  the  royal  pre 
rogative     That  this  was  the   cafe   of  admiral    Byng, 
appear*  from  the  warm  and  eager  interceflion  ofhis  ju 
ry,  a  fpecies  of  interceflion  which  hath  generally,  if  not 
always,  prevailed  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  when  any 
thin^  favourable  for  the   criminal  had  appeared    in    the 
couife  of  the  trial.     How    much  more   then  might   it 
have  been  expccied    to  fucceed,  when   earneftly  urged 
as  a  cafe  of  conference,  in  behalf  of  a  man   whom  his 
judges  had  expreisty  acquitted  of  cowardice  and  treache 
ry,  the  only  two  imputations  that  rendered  him  crimi 
nal  in  the  i.yes  of  the  nation  !    Such  an   interpofition  of 
the   crown  in  parliamentary  tranfactions   was  irregular, 
unneceilary,  and  at  another  juncture  might  have  been 
productive  of  violent  heats  and  declamations.     At  pre- 
fent,  however,  it  parted  without  cenfure,  as   the  effeil 
cf  i.iattention,  rainer  than  a  defign   to  encroach   upon 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe. 

The  meifage  being  communicated,  a  bill  was  im 
mediately  brought  in,  to  rek-afe  the  members  of  the 
court-martial  from  the  obligation  of  fecrecy  and  pafTed 
through  the  lower  houfe  without  oppofition  ;  but  in 
the  houfe  cf  lords  it  appeared  to  be  deftitute  of  a  pro* 
per  foundation.  They  fent  a  mefTage  to  the  commons, 
defiring  them  to  give  leave,  that  fuch  of  the  members 
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of  the  court-martial,  as  were  members  of  that'houfe,  CHAP. 
might  attend  their  lordftiips,  in  order  to  be  examined 
on  the   fecond   rea-ingof  the    bill;  accordingly,  they  (—p-Y"° 
and  th.  reft  of  the  court-martial  attended,  and  anfw^r-     r757- 
ed  all    qut-ftions  without  hefitation.     As  they  did  not 
infift  upon    any    excufe,  nor   produce    any  fati'faftory 
reafon  for  Showing,  that   the  man  they  had  condemm-d 
was  a  proper  object  of  mercy,  their  lordftiips   were  of 
opinion  that  there  was  no  cccafion   for  patting  any  fuch 
bill,  which,    therefore,    they    almoft  unanimoufly  re- 
je&ed.     It  is  not   eafy  to  conceive  what  ftronger  rea- 
fons  could  be  given    for  pioving    Mr.  Byng    an  ob 
ject  of  mercy,  than  thofe  mentioned  in  the  letter  fent 
to  the  board  of  admiralty  by  the  members  of  the  court- 
martial,  who  were  empowered   to  try   the  imputed  of 
fence,  confequently  muft  have  been  deemed  well  qua 
lified  to  judge  of  his  conduct. 

The  unfortunate  admiral   being  thus    abandoned   to 
the  ftroke  of  juftice,  prepared   himftlf  for   death  with 
refignation  and  tranquillity.     He  maintained  a  furpriz- 
ing  cheerfulncfs  to  the  laft ;  nor  did  he,  from  his  con 
demnation    to  his  execution,  exhibit  the   Icaft  fign  of 
impatience  or  apprthenfion.     During  that  interval  he 
had  remained  on  board  of  the   Monarque,  a  third-rate 
fhip  of  war,  anchored  in  the  harhour  of  Portfmouth, 
under  a  ftrong  guard,  in  cuflody  of  the  marfhal  of  the 
admiralty.     On  the    1 4th  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for 
his   execution,  the  boats  belonging   to  the  fquadron  at 
Spithead  being   manned  and    armed,  containing   their 
captains  and  officers,  with   a  detachment  of  marines, 
attended  this  folemnity  in  the  harbour,  which  was  alfo 
crowded  with  an   infinite  number  of  other    boats  and 
veflels  filled  with   fpeclators.     About  noon,  the  admi 
ral  having  taken  leave  of  a  clergyman,  and  two  friends, 
who  accompanied  him,  walked  out   of  the  great  cabin 
to  the  quarter-deck,  where  two  files   of  marines  were 
ready  to   execute  the   fentence.     He  advanced  with  a  Heise*e,~ 
firm  deliberate  ftep,  a  compofed  and   refolute  counte-  cuted. 
nance,  and  refolved  to   fuffer  with  his  face  uncovered, 
until  his   friends    reprefenting,  that    his  looks    wculd 
poflibly  intimidate  the  foldiers,  and  prevent  their  tak 
ing  aim  properly,  he  fubiritted  to  their  requeft,  threw 
his  hat  on   the   deck,  kneeled  on   a  cufhion,  tied  one 
white  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and  dropped    the  o- 
ther  as  a  fignal  for  his  executioners,  who  fired  a  volley 
fo  decifive,  that  five  balls  pafled  through  his  body,  and 
he  dropped  down  dead   in  an  inftant.     The  time  in 
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BOOK  which  this  tragedy  was  acted,  from  his  walking  out  bf 
the  cabin  to  his  being  depofited   in    the  coffin,  did  not 

^\~*J   exceed  three  minutes. 

Thus  fell,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Europe,  admi 
ral  John  Byng,  who,  whatever  his  errors  and  indifcre- 
tions  might  have  been,  feems  to  have  been  rafhly  con 
demned,  meanly  given  up,  and  cruelly  facrificed  to 
vile  confiderations.  The  fentiments  of  his  own  fate 
he  avowed  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  when  there  was  no 
logger  any  caufe  of  diffimulation,  in  the  following  de 
claration,  which,  immediately  before  his  death,  he  de 
livered  to  the  marfhal  of  the  admiralty.  "  A  few  mo 
ments  will  now  deliver  me  from  the  virulent  perfecution 
and  fruftrate  the  further  malice  of  my  enemies.  Nor 
need  I  envy  them  a  life  fubject  to  the  fenfations  my  in 
juries,  and  the  injuftice  done  me,  muft  create;  per- 
fuaded  I  am  that  juftice  will  be  done  to  my  reputation 
hereafter:  The  manner  and  caufe  of  raifing  and  keep 
ing  up  the  popular  clamour  and  prejudice  againft  me 
will  be  L-en  through.  I  fhall  beconfidered  (as  I  now 
perceive  myfelf)  a  victim  defined  to  divert  the  indig 
nation  and  refentment  of  an  injured  and  deluded  peo 
ple  from  the  proper  objects.  My  enemies  themfelves 
muft  now  think  me  innocent.  Happy  for  me,  at  this 
my  laft  moment,  that  I  know  my  own  innocence,  and  am 
confcious  that  no  part  of  my  country's  misfortunes  can 
be  owing  to  me.  I  heartily  wiih  the  (bedding  my 
blood  may  contribute  to  the  happinefs  andfervice  of  my 
country  ;  but  cannot  refign  my  juft  claim  to  a  faithful 
difcharge  of  my  duty,  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  and  the  utmoft  exertion  of  my  ability  for 
his  majefty's  honour,  and  my  country's  fervice.  I  am 
forry  that  my  endeavours,  were  not  attended  with  more 
fuccefs,  and  that  the  armament  under  my  command 
proved  too  weak  to  fucceed  in  an  expedition  of  fuch 
moment.  Truth  has  prevailed  over  calumny  and  falfe- 
hood,  and  juftice  has  wip?d  off  the  ignominious  ftain 
of  my  fuppofed  want  of  perfonal  courage,  and  the  charge 
of  di  fa  flection.  My  heart  acquits  me  of  thefe  crimes  : 
But  who  can  be  prefumptuoufly  fure  of  his  own  judg 
ment  ?  If  my  crime  is  an  error  in  judgment,  or  differ 
ing  in  opinion  from  my  judges,  and  if  yet  the  error  in 
judgment  fhould  be  on  their  lide,  God  forgive  them, 
as  I  do;  and  may  the  diftrefs  of  their  minds,  and  un- 
eafmefs  of  their  confciences,  which  in  juftice  to  me 
they  havereprefented,  be  relieved,  and  fubfide,  as  my 
rdcntment  has  done.  The  Supreme  Judge  fees  all 
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hearts  and  motives,  and  to  him  I   muft  fubmit  the  juf-  c  H  A  P. 
tice  of  my  caufe."  VI. 

Notwithftandtng  all  that  has  been  faid  in  his  favour,  ^XW^ 
notwithftandtug  the  infamous  arts  that  were  pra&i  fed  to  1"S7- 
keep  up  the.  cry  againft  him,  notwithftanding  this  fo- 
lemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his  laft  moments,  and  even 
felf-con vision  ef  innocence,  the  character  of  admiral 
I]yng,  in  point  of  perfonal  courage,  will  {till,  with 
many  peopl?,  remain  problematical.  They  will  ftill 
be  of  opinion,  that,  if  the  fpiritofa  Britifh  admiral 
had  been  properly  exerted,  the  French  fleet  would  have 
been  defeated,  and  Minorca  relieved.  A  man's  opi 
nion  of  danger  varies  at  different  times,  in  confequence 
of  an  irregular  tideof  animal  fpirits;  and  he  is  a6tuated 
by  confiderations  which  he.  dares  not  avow.  After  ^n 
officer,  thus  influenced,  has  hefitated  or  kept  aloof  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  the  mind  eager  for  its  own  j unification, 
affembles,  with  furprifmg  induftry,  every  favourable 
circumstance  of  excufe,  and  broods  over  them  with  pa 
rental  partiality,  until  it  becomes  not  only  fatisfied, 
but  even  enamoured  of  their  beauty  and  complexion, 
like  a  doating  mother,  blind  to  the  deformity  of  her 
own  offspring.  Whatever  Mr.  Byng's  internal  feel 
ings  might  have  been,  whatever  confequences  might 
have  attended  his  behaviour  on  that  occafion,  as  the 
tribunal,  before  which  he  was  tried,  acquitted  him  ex- 
prefsly  of  cov/ardice  and  treachery,  he  was,  without 
•all  doubt,  a  proper  object  for  royal  clemency,  and  fo 
impartial  pofterity  will  judge  him,  after  all  thofe  dif- 
honourable  motives  of  faction  and  of  fear,  by  which  his 
fate  was  influenced,  (hall  be  loft  in  oblivion,  or  re 
membered  with  difdain.  The  people  of  Great  Britain, 
naturally  fierce,  impatient,  and  clamorous,  have  been 
too  much  indulged,  upon  every  petty  mifcarriage,  with 
trials,  courts- martial,  and  difmiffions,  which  tend  only 
to  render  their  military  commanders  rafh  and  precipi 
tate,  the  populace  more  licentious  and  untraclable,  and 
to  difgrace  the  national  character  in  the  opinion  of 
mankind. 
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BOOK.  rr^HOUGH   the  parliament  of  Great  Britain   una- 

III-  JL    nimoufly  concurred  in  ftrengthening  the  hands  of 

^~y**^  government  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  w?r  thofe 

MrIf»it7'&  ^beral  Applies    had  like   to   have  proved  ineffectual, 

Mr.  Legge  through   a  want  of  harmony  in  her  councils.     In   the 

tak;ninto  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  the  clamorous  voice  of  diffatis- 

theadmim-  fa&jon  h2C]  been    raifsd  by   a  feries  of  difappointments 

ftration.  •  r         •  i  •    i_  •  j  r  • 

and  mifcarnages,  which  were  imputed  to  want  of  in 
telligence,  fagacity,  and  vigour  in  the  adrniniftration. 
The  defeatof  Braddock,  the  reduction  of  Ofwego  and 
other  forts  in  America,  the  delay  of  armaments,  the 
neglecl:  of  opportunities,  ineffectual  cruizes,  abfurd 
difpofitions  of  fleets  and  fquadrons,  the  difgrace  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  were  num 
bered  among  the  misfortunes  that  flowed  from  the 
crude  defigns  of  a  weak  difpirited  miniftry  ;  and  the 
profpe£t  of  their  acquiefcing  in  a  continental  war 
brought  them  ftill  farther  in  contempt  and  deteftation 
with  "the  body  of  the  people.  In  order  to  conciliate  the 
good  will  of  thofe  whom  their  conduct  had  difobliged, 
to  acquire  a  freih  ftock  of  credit  with  their  fellow-fub- 
je&s,  and  remove  from  their  own  (houlders  part  of , 
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what  future  cenfure  might  enfue,  they   admitted  into  a  C  H  A  P. 
fhare  of  the   adminiftration  a  certain  fet  of  gentlemen,       VIL 
remarkable  for  their  talents   and  popularity,  headed  by  ^Y***' 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge,  efteemed  the  two  moft  illu-      I757' 
ftrious  patriots  of  Great   Britain,  alike   diftinguifhed 
and  admired  for  their  unconquerable  fpirit  and  untaint 
ed  integrity.     The  former  of  thefe  was    appointed    i'*- 
cretary  of  ir.ate,  the  other  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ; 
and  their  friends    were  vefted   with   other  honourable 
though  fubordinate  offices. 

So  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the  promotion 
of  individuals,  upon  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  they  had 
the  mod  perfect  reliance  :  But  thefe  new  ingredients 
would  never  thoroughly  mix  with  the  old  leaven.  The 
adminiftration  became  an  emblem  of  the  image  that 
Nebuchadnezzar  faw  in  his  dream,  the  leg  was  of  iron, 
and  the  foot  was  of  clay.  The  old  junto  found  their 
new  aflbciates  very  unfit  for  their  purpofes.  They 
could  neither  perfuade,  cajole,  nor  intimidate  them  into 
meafures  which  they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  their  country.  The  new  minifters  combated 
in  council  every  fuch  plan,  however  patronifed  :  They 
openly  oppofed  in  parliament  every  defign  which  they 
deemed  unworthy  of  the  crown,  or  prejudicial  to  the 
people,  even  though  diftinguifhed  by  the  predilection  of 
the  foverign.  p"ar  from  bargaining  for  their  places, 
and  furrendering  their  principles  by  capitulation,  they 
maintained  in  office  their  independency  and  candour 
with  the  moft  vigilant  circumfpection,  and  feemed  de 
termined  to  (how,  that  he  is  the  beft  minifter  to  the 
fovereign  who  acts  with  the  greateft  probity  towards 
thefubject.  Thole  who  immediately  furrounded  the 
throne  were  fuppofed  to  have  concealed  the  true  cha 
racters  of  thefe  faithful  fervants  from  the  knowledge  of 
their  royal  mafter  ;  to  have  reprefented  them  as  obfti- 
nate,  imperious,  ignorant,  and  even  lukewarm  in  their 
loyalty  ;  and  to  have  declared,  that  with  fuch  col 
leagues  it  would  be  impoftible  to  move  the  machine  of 
government  according  to  his  majefty's  inclination. 
Thefe  fuggeftions,  artfully  inculcated,  produced  the 
defired  effect.  On  the  gth  day  of  April,  Mr.  Pitt,  by 
his  majefty's  command,  refigned  the  feals  of  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  fouthern  department.  In  the  room  of 
Mr.  Legge,  the  king  was  pleafed  to  grant  the  office  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  the  right  honourable 
lord  Mansfield,  chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  King's- 
Benchj  the  fame  perfonage  whom  we  have  mentioned  be- 
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BOOK  fore  under  the  name  of  Air.  Murray,  folicitor-gencral, 
now  promoted  and  ennobled  for  his  extraordinary  merit 

^""V""*"^  and  important  fjrvices.  The  fate  of  Air.  Pitt  was  ex 
tended  to/ome  of  his  principal  friends:  The  board  of 
admiralty  was  changed,  and  ibme  other  removals  were 
made  with  the  fame  intention. 

What  was  intended  as  a  difgrace  to  Air.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Le^ge,  turnc-d  out  one  of  the  moft  (Lining circmr.- 
il-inces  of  their  characters.  The  whole  nation  feemed 
to  rife  up,  as  one  man,  in  the  vindication  ot  their  fame  : 
Every  mouth  was  opened  in  their  praife;  and  a  great 
number  of  refpeclable  cities  and  corporations  prefented 
them  with  the  freedom  of  their  refpc-clive  focieties,  in- 
clofed  in  gold  boxes  of  curious  workmanihip,  :;s  tcfti- 
monic-s  c-i  ihcir  peculiar  veneration.  What  the  people 
highly  efteem,  they  in  a  mr.nner  idolize.  Not  content 
ed  with  making  offerings  fo  flattering  and  grateful  to 
confcious  virtue,  they  conceived  the  moft  violent  pre 
judices  ajainfi  thole  gentlemen  who  fucceeded  in  the 
a^jmini  ft  ration  ;  fully  convinced,  that  the  fame  perfons 
who  had  funk  the  nation  in  the  prefent  diftrefsful  cir- 
eumftances,  who  had  brought  on  her  dishonour,  and  re- 
duced  her  to  the  verge  of  deftructions,  were  by  no 
means  the  fil:  inftruments  of  her  delivery  and  redemp 
tion.  The  whole  kingdom  catched  nre  at  the  late 
changes ;  nor  could  the  power,  the  cunning,  and  the 
artifice  of  a  faction,  long  fupport^t  againft  the  united 
voice  of  Great  Britain,  which  foon  pierced  the  ears  of 
the  fover;  ign.  It  was  not  poflibie  to  perfuade  the  peo 
ple  that  fulutary  meafurcs  could  be  fbggefted  or  purfued, 
except  by  the  few,  whofe  zeal  for  the  honour  of  their 
country,  and  fteady  adherence  to  an  upright  dffintereft- 
cd  conduct,  had  fecured  their  confidence,  and  claimed 
their  veneration.  A  great  number  of  sddrefles,  dutiful 
ly  and  loyally  expreffed,  foliated  the  king,  ever  ready 
to  meet  half  way  the  willies  of  his  faithful  people,  to  re- 
ftore  Alr.yPitt  and  Mr.  Legce  to  their  former  employ 
ments.  Upon  this  they  refted  the  fecurity  and  honour 
of  the  nation,  as  well  ys  the  public  expectation  of  the 
fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  iffue  of  a  vv?.r,  hitherto  attended 
with  difgraces  and  misfortunes.  Accordingly,  his  ma- 
jcfty  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  re-deliver  the  feals  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  appointing  him  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
fouthern  department,  on  the  29th  day  of  June  ;  and 
irvj  days  after,  the  cilice  c  f  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  reftored  to  Mr.  Lcgge  ;  prcaioticns  thr.t  : .ftbrdcd 
univerfil  futisfaction. 
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It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  poilible  to  exclude  from  a  c  H  A  p« 
ihare  in  theadminiftration,  all  who  were  not  perfectly  vil- 
agreeable  to  the  people;  however  unpopular  the  late  (***V~^ 
minirtry  might  appear,  iciU  they  poiierTed  fufficient  in-  1757- 
fluence  in  the  privy-council,  and  credit  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  thwart  every  meafure  in  which  they  did 
not  themfelves  partake.  This  coniideralion,  and  very 
recent  experience,  probably  dictated  the  neceffity  of  a 
coalition,  falutary  in  itfelf  and  prudent,  becaufe  it  was 
the  only  means  of  aiTuaging.  the  rage  of  faction,  and 
healing  thcfe  divihoiis,  more  pernicious  to  the  public 
than  the  mod  mistaken  and  blundering  councils.  Sir 
Robert  Henley  was  made  lordkeeper  of  the  great-feal, 
and  fworn  of  his  majefry's  privy-council,  on  the  30th 
day  of  June:  The  cuftody  of  the  privy-feal  was  com 
mitted  to  earl  Temple  :  Plis  grace  the  duke  of  New* 
caftle,  Mr.  Legge,  IVir.  Nugent,  lord  vifcount  Dun- 
cantion,  and  Mr.  Grenville,  were  appointed  com  mi  di 
nners  for  executing  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  majcfty's 
exchequer  :  Lord  Anfon,  admirals  Bofcawen  and  For 
bes,  Dr.  Hay,  Mr.  Weft,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
to  prefide  at  the  board  of  admiralty:  Mr.  Fox  v/as 
gratified  with  the  office  of  receiver  and  paymaftcr-ge- 
n -ml  of  all  his  majefty's  guards,  garrifons,  and  land- 
forces  •,  and  the  earl  of  Thomond  v/as  made  treafurer 
cA  the  king's  houfehold,  and  fworn  of  his  majefty's  pri 
vy-council.  Other  promotions  likcwiij  took  place, 
with  a  d-'fign  to  gratify  the  adherents  of  either  party  ; 
and  fo  equally  was  the  royal  favour  diflributed,  that  the 
utmoil  harmony  for  a  long  time  fulfilled.  Ingredients 
feemingly  heterogeneous  confolidated  into  one  uniform 
inafs,  fo  as  to  produce  efiafts  far  exceeding  the  moft 
fanguine  expectations  ;  and  this  prudent  arrangement 
proved  difpleafing  only  to  thole  whom  violent  party  at 
tachment  had  infpired  with  a  narrow  and  excluiive  fpi- 
rit. 

The  accumulated  loffes  and  difappointments  of  the 
preceding  year,  made  it  ftbfolutely  neceffary  to  retrieve 
the  credit  of  the  Briti/h  arms  and  councils  by  fome  vi 
gorous  and  fpirited  enterprize,  which  fhould,  at  the 
fame  time,  produce  fome  change  in  the  circumflances 
of  his  Pruflian  inajefly,  already  depreffed  by  the  repulfe 
at  Colin,  and  in  danger  of  bein«;  attacked  by  the  whole 
power  of  France,  now  ready  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a 
torrent,  which  had  fo  lately  fwcpt  before  it  the  anrny  cf 
obfervation,  now  on  the  brink  of  difgrfice.  A  v/eli- 
planned  and  vigorous  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  France,  it 
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was  thought,  would  probably  give  a  decifive  blow  to 
the  marine  of  that  kingdom,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  effe& 
a  powerful  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Pruffian  monarch  and 
Expedition  l^e  duke  of  Cumberland,  driven  from  all  his  pofts  in  the 
projcded  electorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing  a  part  of  the  French 
againft  forces  to  the  defence  and  protection  of  their  own  coafts. 
Both  were  objects  of  great  concern,  upon  which  the  fo- 
vereign  and  miniftry  were  feduloufly  bent.  His  royal 
highnefs  the  duke,  in  a  particular  manner,  urged  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  fome  enterprize  of  this  nature,  as  the  only  ex  - 
pedient  to  obviate  the  fhameful  convention  now  in  a- 
gitation.  The  miniftry  forefaw,  that,  by  deftroying 
the  enemy's  (hipping,  all  fuccours  would  be  cut  off 
from  America,  whither  they  were  daily  tranfporting 
troops  ;  the  Britifh  commerce  fecured,  without  thofe 
convoys  fo  inconvenient  to  the  board  of  admiralty, 
and  to  the  merchants  ;  and  thofe  ideal  fears  of  an  inva- 
fion,  that  had  in  fome  meafure  affected  the  public  credit, 
wholly  difpelled. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  a  powerful  fleet  was  or 
dered  to  be  got  in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea  on  the  fhort- 
eft  notice,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  were  marched  to 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.  The  naval  armament,  confifting 
of  eighteen  {hips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  fire-fhips, 
bomb-ketches,  and  tranfports,  was  put  under  the  com 
mand  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  an  officer  whofe  faithful 
fervices  recommended  him,  above  all  others,  to  this  com 
mand;  and  rear-admiral  Knowles  was  appointed  his 
fubaltern.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  preferred  to  take 
the  command  of  the  land-forces  ;  and  both  ftrictly  en 
joined  to  acl  with  the  utmoft  unanimity  and  harmony. 
Europe  beheld  with  aftonimment  thefe  mighty  prepa 
rations.  Thedeftinationof  the  armament  was  wrapped 
in  the  moft  profound  fecrecy  :  It  exerciied  the  penetra 
tion  of  politicians,  and  filled  France  with  very  ferious 
alarms.  Various  were  the  impediments  which  obftrucl- 
ed  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  for  feveral  weeks, 
while  Mr.  Pitt  exprefied  the  greateft  uneafmefs  at  the 
delay,  and  repeatedly  urged  the  commander  in  chief  to 
expedite  his  departure;  but  a  fufficient  number  of  tranf 
ports,  owing  to  fome  blunder  in  the  contractors,  had 
not  yet  arrived.  The  troops  exprefled  an  eager  impa 
tience  to  fignalize  themfelves  againft  the  enemies  of  the 
liberties  of  Europe  ;  but  the  fuperftitious  drew  unfa 
vourable  prefages  from  the  dilatorincfs  of  the  embarka 
tion.  At  laft,  the  tranfports  arrived,  the  troops  were 
put  on  board  with  all  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  un- 
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der  fail  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  attended  with  the  c  H  A  P. 
prayers  of  every  man   warmed    with    the  love  of  his      VI1- 
country,  and  felicitous  for   her   honour.     The  public,  ^"Y"**^ 
big  with  expectation,  dubious  where  the  ftroke    would     J757- 
fall,  but  confident  of  its  fuccefs,  were  impatient  for  tid 
ings  from  the  fleet  ;  but  it  was  not  till  the   i4th,  that 
even  the  troops  on  board  began  to  conjecture,   that  a 
defcent  was  meditated  on  thecoaft  of  France,  near  Ro- 
chefort  or  Rochelle. 

On  the  20th,the  fleet  made  the  Ifle  of  Oleron,  and  then 
fir  Edward  Hawke  fent  an  order  to  vice-admiral 
Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the  wind  permitted  the  fleet 
to  proceed  to  Bafque  road,  to  ftand  in  as  near  to  the 
Ifle  of  Aix  as  the  pilot  would  carry  him,  with  fuch 
fhips  of  his  divifion  as  he  thought  neccflary  for  the  fer- 
vice,  and  to  batter  the  fort  till  the  garrifon  fliould  either 
abandon  or  furrender  it.  But  the  immediate  execution 
of  this  order  was  fruftrated  by  a  French  fhip  of  war's 
{landing  into  the  very  middle  of  the  fleet,  and  continu 
ing  in  that  ftation  for  feme  time  before  (he  difcovered 
her  miftake,  or  any  of  the  captains  had  a  fignal  thrown- 
oat  to  (jive  chace.  Admiral  Knowles,  when  too  late, 
ordered  the  Magnanime,  captain  Howe,  and  Torbay, 
captain  Keppel,  on  that  fervice,  and  thereby  retarded 
the  attack  upon  which  he  was  immediately  fent.  A 
ftroke  of  policy  greatly  to  be  admired,  as  from  hence 
he  gained  time  to  afTure  himfelf  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
fortifications  of  Aix,  before  he  ran  his  majcfty's  fhips 
into  danger. 

\Vhile  the  above  {hips,  with  the  addition  of  the 
Royal  William,  were  attending  the  French  {hip  of  war 
iafe  into  the  river  G?rronne,  the  remainder  of  the  fleet 
Was  beating  to  windward  off  the  Ifle  of  Oleron  ;  and  the 
commander  in  chief  publiihing  orders  and  regulations 
which  did  credit  to  his  judgment,  and  would  have  been 
highly  ufeful  had  there  ever  beenoccafiontoput  them  in 
execution.  On  the  23d,  the  van  of  the  fleet  led  by  captain 
Howe  in  the  Magnanime,  ftond  towards  Aix,  a  fmall 
ifland  fituated  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charente,  lead 
ing  up  to  Rochefort,  the  fortifications  half  finifhed, and 
mounted  with  about  thirty  cannon  and  mortars,  the  gar 
rifon  compofed  of  fix  hundred  men,  and  the  whole  ifland 
about  five  miles  in  circumference.  As  the  Magnanime 
approached,  the  enemy  fired  brifkly  upon  her;  but 
captain  Howe,  regardlefsof  their  faint  endeavours,  kept 
on  his  courfe  without  flinching,  dropped  his  anchors 
clofe  to  the  walls,  and  poured  in  fo  ince.flant  a  fire  as 
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BOOK  foon  filenced  their  artillery.     It  was,  however,  near  an 
hour  before  the  fort  ftruck,  when  fome  forces  were  land- 
ed  to  take  pofieflion  of  fo    important  a   conqueft,   with 
*7o7-     orders  to  demcliih  the  fortifications,  the  care  of  which 
was  entrufted  to  vice  admiral  Knovvles. 

Inconfiderable  as  this  fuccefs  might  appear,  it  great 
ly  elated  the  troops,  and  was  deemed  an  happy  omen  of 
further  advantages  ;  hut  inftead  of  embarking;  the 
troops  th;it  night,  as  was  universally  expected,  feveral 
fucceflive  days  were  fpent  in  councils  of  war,  found 
ings  of  the  coaft,  and  deliberations  v/hether  the  king's 
exprefs  orders  were  practicable,  or  to  be  complied  wkb. 
Eight  days  were  elapfed  fince  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  fleet  on  the  coail,  and  the  alarm  was  given  to  the 
enemy.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  indeed,  pro pofed  to  lay 
ing  a  fixty  eriin  (hip  againft  Fouras,  and  battering  that 
fort,  which  it  was  thought  would  help  to  fecure  the 
landing  of  the  troops,  and  facilitate  tjje  enterprize  on 
Rochefort.  This  a  French  Pilot  on  board  (Thierry) 
undertook  ;  but  after  a  {hip  had  been  lighted  for  the 
purpofj,  vice-admiral  Knowles  reported,  that  a  bomb- 
ketch  had  run  aground  at  above  the  diftance  of  two 
miles  from  the  fort  ;  upon  which  the  project  of  bat 
tering  or  bcmbai']irij  the  fort  was  abandoned.  The 
.  admiral  likewife  propcfed  to  bombard  Rochelle ;  but 
this  overture  was  over-ruled,  for  rea/ons  which  we 
need  not  mention.  It  was  at  length  determined,  in  a 
council  of  war,  held  on  the  eighth,  to  make  a  defcent, 
and  attack  the  forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Charente.  An  order  in  confiquence  of  this 
ii :f.  lution,  was  immediately  iffued  for  the  troops  to  be 
ready  to  embark  from  the  tranfports  in  the  boats  precifely 
at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  Accordingly,  the  boats 
were  prepared,  and  filled  with  the  men  at  the  time  ap 
pointed  and  now  they  remained  beating  againft  each  o- 
ther,  and  the  iidcs  of  the  {hips,  for  the  fpace  of  four 
hours,  while  the  council  were  determining  whether, 
after  nil  the  trouble  givi'ii,  they  fhculd  land  ;  when  at 
length  an  order  was  published  for  the  troops  to  return 
to  their  refpective  tranfports,  and  all  thoughts  of  a  de 
fcent  to  appearance,  were  wholly  abandoned.  The 
fuccceding  days  were  employed  in  blowing  up  and  dc- 
moli{hing"the  fortifications  of  Aix  ;  after  which  the 
land-officers,  in  a  council  of  war,  took  the  final  rc-fo- 
lution  of  returning  to  England  without  any  further  at 
tempts,  fully  fatisficd  they  had  done  all  in  their  power 
to  execute  the  defigns  of  the  niiniftry,  and  chcofing  ra- 
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therto  oppofe  the  frowns   of  an   angry   fovereign,   the  C  H  A  P. 
murrnurin2;s  of  an  incenfed  nation,  and  the  contempt  of 
mankind,  than  fight  a  handful  of  daftardly  militia.  Such   v~< ""V^ 
was  the  ifiue  of  an  expedition  that  raifed  the    expcdta-       1^7- 
tion  of  all  Europe,  threw  the  coafts  of  France  into  the 
utmoft  confufion,  andcoft  the  people  of  England  little 
Ids  than  a  million  of  money. 

The  fleet  was  no   fooner   returned    than   the  whole 
nation  was  in  a  ferment.     The  public  expectaiion  had 
been  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  now  the  difap- 
pointment  was  proportioned  to  the  fanguine  hopes  con 
ceived,  that  the  pride  of  France  would  have  been  hum 
bled  by  fo  formidable   an    armament.       The    mintftr^, 
and  with  them  the  national  voic?,  exclaimed  againfl  the 
commanding  officers,  and    the    military   men    retorted 
the  calumny,  by  laying  the  blame  on   the  projectors  of 
the  enterprize,  who  had   put  the  nation  to  a  great    ex- 
pence,  before  they  had  obtained  the  neccfTiry  informa 
tion.     Certain  it  was,  that  blame  mud  fall  fomewhere, 
and  the  miniflry  refolved  to  acquit  themll-lves   and  fix 
the  accufation,  by  requefting  his  majefty  to  appoint  a 
board  of  officers  of  character  and  ability  to  enquire  in 
to  thecaufes  of  the  late  mifcarriage.     This  alone  it  was  inq,,;ry  ;n_ 
that  could  appeafe  the  public   clamours,   and  afford  ee-  to  the  rea- 
neral  fatisfaction.     The   enemies  of    Mr.  Pitt   endea-  J^.^,1^ 
voured  to  wreft   the  mifcarriage    of  the  expedition   to  "f  t^"  se- 
his  prejudice,  but  the  whifpers    of  factions   were  loon  crct  Expe- 
drowned  in  the  voice  of  the   whole  people  of  England,  dltloa- 
who  never  could  perfuade  themfelvcs  that  a  gentleman, 
raifed  to  the  height  of  power   and  popularity  by  mere 
dint  of  fuperior  merit,   integrity,   and  difmtereftednefs, 
would  now  facrifice  his  reputation    by  a    mock    arma 
ment,  or  hazard  an  incurring  the   detifion   of  Europe, 
by  neglecting  to  obtain  all  the  neceflary  previous  infor 
mation,  or   doing    whatever   might  contribute    to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition.      It  was    afked,  whether  rea- 
fon  or  juilice  di6tnted,  that  a  late  unfortunate   admiral 
fhould  be  capitally  punifhedfor  not  trying  and  exerting 
his  utmoft  ability  to   relieve  Fort   St.  Philip?,  inverted 
by  a  powerful  army,  and   furrounded  with  a  numerous 
fleet,  while  no  charge  of  negligence  or   cowardice  was 
brought  aoainft  thofe  who  occasioned   the   mifcarriage 
of  a   well-concerted   and    well-appointed   expedition  ? 
The  peopl*;   they  faid,  were    not    to  be    quieted  with, 
the  rtfv)lutions  of  a  council  of  war,   compofed  of  men, 
whofe  inactivity  might  frame  excufcs   for   declining  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  danger.     It  was   publicly  men- 
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BOOK  tioncd,  that  fuch  backwardnefs  appeared  among;  the  ge 
neral  officers,  before  the  fleet  reached  the  ifle  of  Oleron 
^•""Y"**-'  as  occafioned  the  admira]  to  declare  with  warmth,  that 
1757-  he  v/ould  comply  with  his  orders,  and  go  into  Bafque 
road,  whatever  might  be  the  confequence.  It  was: 
afked,  why  the  army  did  not  land  on  the  night  of  the 
23d  or  24th  ?  and  whether  the  officers  fent  out  to  re 
connoitre  had  returned  with  fuch  intelligence  as  feem- 
ed  to  render  a  defcent  impracticable  ?  It  was  afked, 
whether  the  commander  in  chief  had  complied  with  his 
majefty's  orders,  "  To  attempt  as  ar  fliould  be  found 
"  practicable,  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  France,  at  or 
"  near  Rochefort,  in  order  to  attack,  and,  by  a  vigorous 
"  impreffion,  force  that  place  j  and  to  burn  and  deftroy 
"  to  theutmoft  of  his  power,  all  docks,  magazines,  ar- 
<u  fenals,  and  {hipping,  as  fhall  be  found  there  ?"  Such 
rumours  as  thefe  every  where  propagated,  rendered  an 
enquiry  no  lefs  neccfTary  to  the  reputation  of  the  offi 
cers  on  the  expedition  than  to  the  minifter  who  had 
projected  it.  Accordingly,  a  board,  confifting  of  three 
officers  of  rank,  reputation,  and  ability,  was  appointed 
by  his  majefty,  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  why  the 
fleet  returned  without  having  executed  his  majefty's 
orders. 

The  three  general  officers,  who  met  on  the  twentv- 
firft  of  the  lame  month,  were  Charles  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  lieutenant  general  ;  major  generals  lord 
George  Sackville  and  John  Waldegrave.  To  judge  of 
the  practicability  of  executing  his  majefty's  orders,  it 
was  necefiary  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  the  intelli 
gence  upon  which  the  expedition  was  projected.  The 
firft  and  moft  important  was  a  letter  fent  to  fir  John, 

Accouuts      afterwards  lord  Ligonier,  by  lieutenant-colonel    Clark. 

oftheftate    This  letter  had  been  frequently  examined  in  the  privy- 

of  Roche-  counci^  an(j  contained,  infubftance,  that  colonel  Clark, 
in  returning  from  Gibraltar,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  had  travelled  along  theweft- 
ern  coaft  of  France,  to  obferve  the  condition  ofth  tforti- 
fications,  and  judge  how  far  a  defcent  would  be  practi 
cable,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  On  his  coming  to  Rochefort,  where  he  was  at 
tended  by  an  engineer,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  thegreateft 
part  of  a  good  rampart,  with  a  revetement,  flanked  only 
with  redans  ;  no  ou  tworks,  no  covered  way,  and  in  many 
places  no  ditch,fothat  the  bottom  of  the  wall  was  feen  at 
a  diftance.  He  remembered  that  in  other  places,  where 
the  earth  had  been  taken  out  to  form  the  rampart,  there 


GEORGE        II,  123 

was  left  round  them  a  confiderable  height   of  ground,  CHAP 
whence  an  enemy  mi2;ht  draw  a  preat  advantage  :  That       v 

\       ^->     j— a__f 

for  above  the  length  of  a  front,  or  two  or  three  hundred  "r 
yards,  there  was  no  ram  part,  or  even  entrenchment,  but  I7-7 
only  fmall  ditches,  in  the  low  and  marfhy  grounds  next 
the  river,  which  however  were  dry  at  low  water  ;  yet  the 
bottom  remained  muddy  and  flimy.  Towards  the  ri 
ver  no  rampart,  no  batteries,  no  parapet,  on  either  fide 
appeared,  and  on  the  land  fideobferved  Come  high  ground 
within  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  town,  in  which  condition  the  co 
lonel  was  told  by  the  engineer  the  place  had  remained 
for  above  feve:.ty  years.  To  prevent  giving  umbrage, 
he  drew  no  plan  of  the  place,  and  even  burnt  the  few 
Sketches  he  had  by  him  :  However  as  to  utility,  the  co 
lonel  declared  himfelf  as  much  fatisfied  as  if  he  had  ta 
ken  a  plan.  He  could  not  afcertain  the  direct  height 
of  the  rampart,  but  thought  it  could  not  exceed  twen- 
five  feet,  including  the  parapet.  The  river  might  be 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  broad,  and  the  en 
trance  defended  by  two  or  three  fmall  redoubts.  As  to 
forces,  none  are  ever  garrifoned  at  Rochefort,  except 
marines,  which,  at  the  time  the  colonel  was  on  the  fpot, 
amounted  to  about  one  thoufand.  This  was  the  firft 
intelligence  the  miniftry  received  of  the  (rate  of  Roche- 
fort,  which  afforded  fufficient  room  to  believe  that  an 
attack  byfurprife  might  be  attended  with  happy  confe- 
quences.  It  was  true,  that  colonel  Clark  made  his  ob- 
fervations  in  time  of  peace  ;  but  it  was  likewife  proba 
ble,  that  no  great  alterations  were  made  on  account  of 
the  war,  as  the  place  had  remained  in  the  fame  condi 
tion  during  the  two  or  three  laft  wars  with  France, 
when  they  had  the  fame  reafons  as  now  to  expect  their 
coafts  would  be  infulted.  The  next  information  was 
obtained  from  Jofeph  Thierry,  a  French  pilot,  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  who  palled  feveral  examinations 
before  the  privy-counciL  This  perfon  declared,  that 
he  had  followed  the  bufmefs  of  a  pilot  on  the  coaft  of 
France  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  and  ferved  as  firft 
pilot  in  feveral  of  the  king's  ihips  :  That,  he  had,  in 
particular,  piloted  the  Magnanime,  before  fhe  was  ta  - 
ken  by  the  Englifh,  for  about  twenty-two  months,  and 
had  often  conducted  her  into  the  road  of  thelfle  of  Aix  ; 
and  that  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  entrance, 
which,  indeed,  is  fo  eafy  as  to  render  a  pilot  almoft  un- 
neceflary.  The  road,  he  faid,  afforded  good  ancho 
rage  in  twelve  or  fourteen  fathom  water,  as  far  as  Bay- 
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LOOK  onne  :  The  channel  between  the  i (lands  of  Oleron  and 
Rhe  was  three  leagues  broad,  and  the  banks  necefiary 
to  be  avoided  lay  near  the  laml,  except  one  called  the 
Boiard,  which  is  cafily  difcerned  by  the  breakers.  He 
affirmed,  that  the  large-It  vcfTels  might  draw  up  clofe  to 
the  fort  of  Aix,  which  lie  would  undertake  the  Mag - 
Jianime  alone  mould  deftroy  :  That  tl.e  l;;r:;elt  ihips 
might  come  up  to  the  Vigerot,  two  miles  diitant  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  all  their  cannon  and 
ftores  :  That  men  might  be  landed  to  the  north  effort 
Fouras,  out  of  iight  of  the  fort,  upon  a  meadow  where 
the  ground  is  firm  and  level,  under  cover  of  the  cannon 
of  the  fleet.  This  landing  place  he  reckoned  at  about 
five  miles  froai  Rochefort,  the  way  dry,  and  no  way 
intercepted  by  ditches  and  rncrafles.  He  faid,  great 
part  of  the  city  was  encompafTcd  by  a  wall  ;  but  towards 
the  river,  on  both  fides,  for  about  'fix  ty  paces,  it  was 
cnclofed  only  with  pallifadoes,  without  a  fofle.  To 
the  intelligence  of  col.  Clark  and  Thierry,  the  miniftry 
added  a  (ecret  account  obtained  of  the  ftrength  and 
diftribution  of  the  French  forces,  whence  it  appeared 
highly  probable,  that  no  more  than  ten  thoufand  men 
could  be  allowed  for  the  defence  of  the  'whole  coaft, 
from  St.  Valery  toBourdeaux.  In  confequence  of  the 
above  information  the  fecret  expedition  was  planned  : 
InftrucYions  were  given  to  hr  JohnMordaunt  and  ad 
miral  Hawke  to  make  a  vigorous  impreffion  on  the 
French  coaft,  and  all  the  other  meafu res  projected  which 
it  was  imagined  would  make  an  efr.ec.tual  diverfion,  by 
obliging  the  enemy  to  employ  a  great  part  of  their  for 
ces  at  home,  difturb  and  {hake  the  credit  of  their  pub 
lic  loans,  impair  the  ftrength  and  refources  of  their  na 
vy,  difconcert  their  extenfiveand  dangerours  operations 
of  war,  and  finally,  give  life,  ftrength,  and  luftre  to 
the  common  caufe  and  his  majefty's  arms.  The  board 
of  enquiry  took  next  into  confiderntion  the  feveml 
letters  and  explanatory  inftructions  frnt  to  iir  John 
Mordaunt,  in  cor.i,-<;'jence  of  lome  difncuUies  which 
might  pofiibly  occur,  itated  by  that  general  in  letters 
to  the  minifter,  previous  to  his  foUing.  Then-  they 
examined  the  report  made  to  fir  Edward  Hawke  by 
admiral  Broderick,  and  the  captains  of  men  ofwarfcnt 
to  found  the  French  fnorc,  from  Roche-He  to  fort  Fou 
ras,  dated  September  the  29th  :  the  refult  of  the  coun 
cils  of  war  on  the  25th  and  28th  ;  fir  Edward  Hawke's 
letter  to  fir  John  Mordaunt  on  the  27th,  and  the  gene 
ral's  aniwer  on  the  2Qth  ;  After  which  fir  John  IVior- 
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daunt  was  called  upon  to  give  his  rcafons  for  not  put-  C  H  A  P. 
ting  his  majefty's  inftruitions  and  orders  in  execution. 
This  he  did  in  fubftance  as  follows  :  The  attempt  on 
Rochefort,  he  underftood,  was  to  have  been  on  the  foot- 
Ing  of  a  coup  de  main  or  furprife,  which  it  would  be 
irnpoflible  to  execute  if  the  deiigfl  was  difcovered,  or 
the  alarm  taken.  He  alfo  unuerflocd,  that  an  attempt 
could  not  be  made,  nay,  that  his  nuijefty  did  not  re 
quire  it  fhould,  unlefs  a  proper  place  for  debarking,, 
and  a  fafe  retreat  for  the  troops  was  difcovered  ;  parti 
cularly  where  the  fnips  could  protect  them,  and  a  fafe 
communication  with  the  fleet,  and  conveyance  of  fup- 
plies  from  it,  were  found.  His  fcr.tinients,  he  faid, 
were  confirmed  by  a  paper  to  this  purpofe,  delivered  to 
him  by  fir  John  Ligonier,  on  his  firft  being  appointed 
to  command  the  expedition.  It  was  likev\ife  probable, 
he  thought,  that  although  Rochefort  fhould  have  re 
mained  in  the  fituation  in  which  col.  Clark  and  the  pi 
lot  Thierry  had  feen  it  three  years  before,  yet  that  a 
few  days  preparation  could  make  it  fufficiently  dcfen- 
fible  againft  a  coup  de  main.  Judging,  therefore,  the 
dependence  on  fuchan  operation  alone  improper,  he  ap 
plied  to  the  miniftry  for  twomore  old  battalions,  and  ar 
tillery  for  a  regular  attack  to  force  the  place,  which, 
from  its  conftru&ion,  appeared  as  difficult  to  be  made 
dcfenfible  again!!  the  latter,  as  eafily  fccured  againft 
the  former.  But  this  requeft  being  refufcd,  he  {till 
thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  orders  on  the  footing  on 
which  the  expedition  was  planned  ;  efpecially  as  he  un 
derftood  his  inftruclions  were  difcretionary,  regarding 
the  circumftances.of  the  time,  the  condition  of  the  place 
and  the  nature  of  the  fervice.  He  recited  the  poiitive 
and  credible  intelligence  received,  as  well  before  the 
embarkation  as  during  the  voyage,  of  the  alarm  given 
to  France,  and  the  preparations  made  along  the  French 
coafts  from  B reft  and  StMaloes  to  Rcchcfort  ;  the  acci 
dents  that  kept  the  fleet  hovering  along  the  coafts,  and 
prevented  the  poflibility  of  an  attempt  by  furprize  ;  the 
reports  of  all  the  gentlemen  employed  in  founding  the 
coafts,  fo  contrary  to  the  intelligence  given  by  Thierry 
the  pilot :  The  opinion  of  the  council  of  war,  by  which 
he  was  enjoined  to  ac~t,  and  with  which  his  own  judg 
ment  concurred  :  The  endeavours  ufed,  after  the  twen- 
ty-fixth,  to  find  out  fome  expedient  for  annoying  the 
enemy  and  executing  his  majefty's  inftructions  :  The 
attempt  made  to  land,  in  confequence  of  the  refolution 
of  the  fecond  council  of  war,  which  was  prevented  by 
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BOOK,  boifterous  and  ftormy  weather  ;  and,  laftly,  the  reafons 
that  determined  him,  in  concert  with  the  other  land  of- 
ficers,  to  return  to  England. 


*?  Having  confidered  all  thefs  circumftances,  and  exa- 

the  courto°f  mine<^  feveral  officers,  who  ferved  in  the  expedition, 
•nquiry.  the  court  of  enquiry  gave  in  the  following  report  to 
hismajefty  :—  •"  It  appears  to  us,  that  one  catife  of  the 
expedition  having  failed,  is  the  not  attacking  fort  Fou- 
ras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  could  have  been  at 
tacked  by  land,  agreeably  to  the  firft  defign,  which 
certainly  muft  have  been  of  the  greateft  utility  towards 
carrying  your  majefty's  inftru&ions  into  execution.  It 
was  at  firft  refolved  by  admiral  Hawke,  (Thierry,  the 
pilot,  having  undertaken  the  fafe  conduct  of  a  fhip  to 
fort  Fouras  for  that  purpofe)  but  afterwards  laid  afide, 
upon  the  reprefentation  of  vice-admiral  Knowles,  that 
the  Barfleur,  the  fhip  defigned  for  that  fervice,  was  a- 
ground,  at  the  diftance  of  between  four  and  five  miles 
from  the  fhore  ;  but  as  neither  fir  Edward  Hawke  or 
the  pilot  could  attend  to  give  any  information  upon  that 
head,  we  cannot  prefume  to  offer  any  certain  opinion 
thereupon.  We  conceive  another  caufe  of  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  to  have  been,  that,  inftead  of  attempt 
ing  to  land  when  the  report  was  received,  on  the  24th 
of  September,  from  rear-admiral  Broderick,  and  the 
captains  who  had  been  out  to  found  and  reconnoitre,  a 
council  of  war  was  fummoned,  and  held  on  the  25th, 
in  which  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  not  to  land,  as  the 
attempt  on  Rochefort  was  neither  advifable  or  practi 
cable  :  But  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  were 
then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  either  a  body  of  troops 
or  batteries  on  fhore  fuffi  cient  to  have  prevented  the  at 
tempting  a  defcent,  in  purfuance  of  the  inftru&ions 
figned  by  your  majefty:  Neither  docs  it  appear  to  us 
that  there  were  any  reafons  fufficient  to  induce  the 
council  of  war  to  believe  that  Rochefort  was  fo  changed 
in  refpecl  to  its  ftrength,  or  pofture  of  defence,  fince 
the  expedition  was  firft  refolved  on  in  England,  as  to 
prevent  all  attempts  of  an  attack  upon  the  place,  in 
order  to  burn  and  deftroy  the  docks,  magazines,  arfe- 
nals,  and  (hipping,  in  obedience  to  your  majefty's  com 
mand.  And  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  remark,  in 
the  council  of  war  on  the  28th  of  September,  that  no 
reafon  could  have  exifted  fufficient  to  prevent  the  at 
tempt  of  landing  the  troops,  as  the  council  then  unani 
moufly  refolved  to  land  with  al!  poffible  difpatch.  We 
beg  leave  alfo  to  remark,  that  after  its  being  unanimoufly 
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refolved  to  land,  in  the  council  of  war  of  the   28th  of c  H  A  p- 
September,  the    refolution   was   taken  of  returning  to  .        [' 
England,  without   any  regular   or  general  meeting  of 
the  faid  council :  But  as  the  whole  operation  was  of  fo     '7S 
inconfiderable  a  nature,  we  do  not   offer  this  to  your 
majefty  as  a  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  fince 
we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  expedition  to  have  failed 
from  the  time  the  great  object  of  it  was  laid  afide  in  the 
council  of  war  of  the  twenty-fifth." 

This  report,  figned  by  the  general  officers,  Marl-  c°urt  mar- 
borough,  Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  probably  laid  dajjJ2  °n 
the  foundation  for  the  court-martial  which  fat  foon  af-  Mordaunt. 
ter  upon  the  conduct  of  the  commander  in  chief  on  the 
expedition.  The  enemies  of  the  miniftermade  a  han 
dle  of  the  mifcarriage  to  leflen  him  in  the  efteem  of  the 
public,  by  laying  the  whole  blame  on  his  forming  a 
project  fo  expenfive  to  the  nation,  on  intelligence  not 
only  flight  at  the  firft  view,  but  falfe  upon  further 
examination.  But  the  people  were  ftill  his  advocates  ; 
they  difcerned  fomething  myfterious  in  the  whole  con- 
duel  of  the  commaader  in  chief.  They  plainly  per 
ceived  that  caution  took  place  of  vigour,  and  that  the 
hours  for  action  were  fpent  in  deliberations  and  councils 
of  war.  Had  he  debarked  the  troops,  and  made  fuch 
an  attack  as  would  have  diftinguimed  his  courage,  the 
voice  of  the  people  would  have  acquitted  him,  howe 
ver  unfuccefsful,  though  prudence,  perhaps,  might 
have  condemned  him.  Even  Braddock's  rafhnefs  they 
deemed  preferable  to  Mordaunt's  inactivity  :  The  lofs 
of  fo  many  brave  lives  was  thought  lefs  injurious  and 
difgraceful  to  the  nation  than  the  too  fafe  return  of  the 
prefent  armament.  The  one  demonftrated  that  the 
Britim.  fpirit  ftill  exifted  ;  the  other  feemed  to  indicate 
the  two  powerful  influence  of  wealth,  luxury,  and 
thofe  manners  which  tend  to  debauch  and  emafculate 
the  mind.  A  public  trial  of  the  commander  in  chief 
was  expected  by  the  people,  and  it  Was  gracioufly  grant 
ed  by  his  majefty.  It  is  even  thought  that  fir  John 
Mordaunt  himfelf  demanded  to  have  his  conduct  fcru- 
tinized,  by  which  method  alone  he  was  fenfible  his  cha- 
radter  could  be  re-eftablifhed.  His  majefty's  warrant 
for  holding  a  court-martial  was  accordingly  figned  on 
the  3d  day  of  December.  The  court  was  compofed 
of  nine  lieutenant-generals,  nine  major-generals,  and 
three  colonels,  who  fat  on  the  I4th,  and  continued  by 
feveral  adjournments  to  the  20th.  Lieutenant-general 
fir  John  Mordaunt  came  prifoner  before  the  court,  and 
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BOOK  th~  followim: charge  vv:r-  eviibitc-cl  ;i  >;iinfrhim  ;  namely, 
^^^  '       That   he   being   appointed  by  the    king   commander  in 
chief  of  his    mr.j  ofty's  forces   fent  on  an  expedition  to 
1  the  coaftof  France,  and  having  received  orders  an-d  in- 

ftruclions  relative  thereto  from  his  majefty,  under  his 
royal  iign-manual,  and  alfo  by  one  of  his  principal  fe- 
crctaries  of  ftate,  had  difobeyed  hismajefty's  faid  orders 
and  inftru6tions.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  were 
nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  court  of  enquiry.  The 
fame  evidences  were  examined,  with  the  addition  of  fir 
Edward  Hawke's  depofition;  and  a  defence,  differing 
in  no  efiemial  point  from  the  former,  made  by  the  pri- 
foner  ;  but  the  judgment  given  was  clear  and  explicit. 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  unanimoufly  found  not  guilty, 
and  therefore  acquitted,  while  the  public  opinion  re 
mained  unaltered,  and  many  perfons  inveighed  as  bit 
terly  againft  the  lenity  of  the  prefent  court-martial,  as 
they  had  formerly  againft  the  feverity  of  the  fentence 
parted  upon  a  late  unfortunate  admiral.  The  evidence 
of  one  gentleman  in  particular  drew  attention  :  He  was 
accufed  of  tergiverfation,  and  of  fhowing  that  partial 
indulgence  which  his  own  conduit  required.  He  pub 
licly  defended  his  character  :  His  performance  was  cen- 
fured,  and  himfclf  difmifled  the  fervice  by  his  fove- 
reign. 

Beiidcs  the  diverfion  intended  by  a  defcent  on  the  coaft 
of  France,  feveral  other   methods    were  employed  to- 
amufe  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  fecure  our  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
infure    the    continuance   of   the  extraordinary   fuccefs 
which  had  lately  blefled  his  mrjcfty's  arms   in  the  Eaft 
Indies  ;  but  thefe  we  could  not  mention  before  without 
bi caking  the  thread  of  our  narration.     On  the  cjth  of 
Fleets  fent   February  admiral  Weft  failed  with  a  fquadron  of  men 
and  C\Veft    °^  war  to  t^e  wcftward,  as  did  admiral  Coates  with  the 
Indies.         fleet  under  his  convoy  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  commo 
dore  Stevens   \vith  the  trade  to  the   Eaft  Indies  in  the 
month  of  ivli-.rch.      Admiral  Holbourn  and  commodore 
Holms,  with  eleven  (hips  of  the  line,  afire-fhip,  bomb- 
ketch,  and  fifty   trr.nlports,  failed    from  St.  Helen's  for 
America  in  April.     The  admiral  had  onboard  fix  thou- 
iand  two  hundred  effective  men,  exclufive   of  officer?, 
under  the  command  of  general  Hopfon,  affifted  by  lord 
Charles  Hay.     In  M.iy  admiral  Ofborne,  who  had  been 
,£.„  forced  back  to  Plymouth  with  his  fquadron  by  ftrefs  of 

weather,  fet  fail  for  the  Mediterranean,  as  did  two  (hips 
of  war  lent  to  convoy  the  American  trade. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  privateers  fitted  out  by  private  CHAP. 
merchants  and  focieties  greatly  annoyed  the  French 
commerce.  The  Antigallican,  a  private  {hip  of  war,  ^-^Y"0 
equipped  by  a  fociety  of  men  who  afTumed  that  name,  '757' 
took  the  duke  de  Penthievre  Indiaman  off  the  port  of 
Corunna,  and  carried  her  into  Cadiz.  The  prize  was 
eftimated  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  im 
mediately  application  was  made  by  France  to  the  court 
of  Spain  for  reftitution,  while  the  proprietors  of  the 
Antigallican  were  fquandering  in  mirth,  feftivity,  and 
riot  the  imaginary  wealth,  fo  eafily  and  unexpectedly 
acquired.  Such  were  the  remonftrances  made  to  his 
catholic  majefty  with  refpect  to  the  illegality  of  the 
prize,  which  the  French  Eaft  India  company  afTerted 
was  taken  within  {hot  of  a  neutral  port,  that  the  Pen 
thievre  was  firft  violently  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  captors,  then  detained  as  a  depofit,  with  fealed 
hatches,  and  a  Spanifh  guard  on  board,  till  the  claims 
of  both  parties  could  be  examined,  and  at  1  aft  adjudged 
to  be  an  illegal  capture,  and  confequently  reftored  to 
the  French,  to  the  great  difappointment  of  the  owners 
of  the  privateer.  Befides  the  fuccefs  which  attended  a 
great  number  of  other  privateers,  the  lords  of  the  ad 
miralty  publiflied  a  lift  of  above  thirty  {"hips  of  war  and 
privateers  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  the  fpaca  of  four 
months,  by  theEnglifh  {loops  and  {hips  of  war,  exclu- 
five  of  the  duke  d'Aquitaine  Indiaman,  now  fitted  out 
as  a  ihip  of  war,  taken  by  the  Eagle  and  Medway  ; 
the  Pondicherry  Indiaman,  valued  at  one  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  pounds,  taken  by  the  Dover  man  of  war ; 
and  above  fix  privateers  brought  into  port  by  the  dili 
gent  and  brave  captain  Lockhart,  for  which  he  was 
honoured  with  a  variety  of  prefents  of  plate  by  feveral 
corporations,  in  teftimony  of  their  efteem  and  regard. 
This  run  of  good  fortune  was  not  however,  without 
fome  retribution  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  who,  out  of 
twenty-one  fhips  homeward  bound  from  Carolina,  made 
prize  of  nineteen,  whence  the  merchants  fuftained  con- 
fiderable  damage,  and  a  great  quantity  of  valuable 
commodities,  indigo  in  particular,  was  loft  to  this  coun 
try. 

Notwithftanding  the  large  imports  of  grain  from 
different  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  the  artifice  of 
engrodirs  ftill  kept  up  the  price  of  corn.  So  incenfed 
were  the  populace  at  the  iniquitous  combinations  enter 
ed  into  to  fruftrate  the  endeavours  of  the  legiflature, 
and  to  opprefs  the  poor,  that  they  rofe  in  a  tumultuous 
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BOOK  manner  in  feveral  counties,  fometimcs  to  the  number  of 
five  or  fix  thoufand,  and  feized  upon  the  grain  brought 
to  market.  Nor  was  it  indeed  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
fiderino;  the  diftrefs  to  which  many  perfons  were  reduc 
ed.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  neceflaries  of  life 
raited  the  price  of  labour  at  the  inoft  unfeafonable  time, 
when  all  manufacturers  were  overftocked  for  want  of  a 
proper  market,  which  obliged  them  to  difmifs  above 
half  the  hands  before  employed.  Hence  arofe  the  moft 
pitiable  condition  of  feveral  thoufands  of  ufeful  induf- 
trious  fubjecls  ;  a  calamity  attended  only  with  one  ad 
vantage  to  the  public,  namely,  the  facility  with  which 
recruits  were  raifed  for  his  majefty's  fervice.  At  laft 
the  plentiful  crops  with  which  it  pleafed  providence  to 
blcfs  thefe  kingdoms,  the  prodigious  quantities  of  corn 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  the  wife  meafures 
of  the  legiflature,  broke  all  the  villanous  fchemes  fet 
on  foot  by  the  foreftallers  and  engroflers,  and  reduced 
the  price  of  corn  to  the  ufual  ftandard.  The  public 
joy  on  this  event  was  greatly  augmented  by  the  fafe  ar 
rival  of  the  fleet  from  the  leeward  iflands,  confifting  of 
ninety-two  fail,  and  of  the  Straits  fleet,  efteemed  worth 
three  millions  fterling,  whereby  the  filk  manufacturers 
in  particular  were  again  employed,  and  their  diftrefles 
relieved.  About  the  fame  time  the  India  company  was 
meat  be-  highly  elated  with  the  joyful  account  of  the  fafe  arrival 
twttn  three  and  fpirited  conduct  of  three  of  their  captains,  attacked 
India^en  jn  their  paflage  homeward  by  two  French  men  of  war, 
i'rench°men  one  °^  ^xty-four,  the  other  of  twenty-fix  guns.  After 
01  war.  a  warm  engagement,  which  continued  for  three  hours, 
they  obliged  the  French  fhips  to  fheer  off",  with  fcarce 
any  lofs  on  their  own  fide.  When  the  engagement  be 
gan,  the  captains  had  promifed  a  reward  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  crews,  by  way  of  incitement  to  their  va 
lour  ;  and  the  company  doubled  the  fum,  in  recom- 
pence  of  their  fidelity  and  courage.  Hismajefty,  hav 
ing  taken  into  confederation  the  incredible  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  the  commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  for  want 
of  proper  harbours  and  forts  on  the  weftern  coaft  to 
receive  and  protect  merchantmen,  was  gracioufly  pleaf- 
cd  to  order  that  a  temporary  fecurity  {hould  be  provid 
ed  for  the  (hipping  which  might  touch  at  Milford-ha- 
ven,  until  the  fortifications  voted  in  parliament  couM 
be  erected.  How  far  his  majefty's  directions  werq. 
complied  with,  the  number  of  merchant  fhips  taken  by 
the  enemies  privateers  upon  that  coaft  fufliciently  indi 
cated, 
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Whatever  reafons  the  government  had  to  expert  the  c  H  A  p. 
campaign  fhould  be  vigoroufly  pufhed  in  America,  al-  VII. 
moft  every  circumftance  turned  out  contrary  to  expec-  **-*y^ 
tation.  Not  all  the  endeavours  of  the  earl  ofLoudoun  r757- 
to  quiet  the  diffenfions  among  the  different  provinces,  ^"renc^ 
and  to  eftablifti  unanimity  and  harmony,  could  prevail.  in  North 
Circumftances  required  that  he  (hould  adl:  the  part  of  a  America, 
mediator,  in  order  to  raife  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
profecuting  the  war,  without  which  it  was  impoffible 
he  could  appear  in  the  character  of  a  general.  The 
enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  purfuing  the  blow  given 
at  Ofwego,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  diftraclionthat 
appeared  in  the  Britifh  councils.  By  their  fucceffes  in 
the  preceding  campaign,  they  remained  mafters  of  all 
the  lakes.  Hence  they  were  furnifhed  with  the  means 
of  pra&ifing  on  the  Indians  in  all  the  different  diftricts, 
and  obliging  them,  by  rewards,  promifes,  and  mena 
ces,  to  a£t  in  their  favour.  Every  acceflion  to  their 
ftrength  was  a  real  diminution  of  that  of  the  Briti/h 
commander;  but  then  the  ignorance  or  pufillanimity 
of  fome  of  the  inferior  officers  in  our  back  fettlements 
was,  in  effect,  more  beneficial  to  the  enemy  than  all 
the  vigilance  and  activity  of  Montcalm.  In  confequencc 
of  the  fhameful  lofs  of  Ofwego,  they  voluntarily  aban 
doned  to  the  mercy  of  the  French  general  the  whole 
country  of  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  body  of  Indi 
ans  who  had  inviolably  performed  their  engagements, 
or  indeed  who  had  preferved  any  fincere  regard  for  the 
Britim  government.  The  communication  with  thefe 
faithful  allies  was  now  cut  off,  by  the  imprudent  demo 
lition  of  the  forts  we  pofiefied  at  the  great  Carrying- 
place.  A  ftrong  fort,  indeed,  was  built  at  Winchefter 
and  called  FortLoudoun,  after  the  commander  in  chief 
and  four  hundred  Cherokee  Indians  joined  the  Ena;lifh 
forces  at  Fort  Cumberland  :  But  this  reinforcement  by 
no  means  counterbalanced  the  loffes  fuftained  in  confe- 
quence  of  our  having  imprudently  ftopped  up  Wood- 
creek,  and  filled  it  with  logs.  Every  perfon  the  lead 
acquainted  with  the  country  readily  perceived  the  weak- 
nefs  of  thele  mealures,  by  which  our  whole  frontier 
was  left  open  and  expofed  to  the  irruption  of  the  favages 
in  the  French  intereft,  who  would  not  fail  to  profit  by 
our  blunders,  too  notorious  to  efcape  them.  By  the 
removal  of  thefe  barriers,  a  path  was  opened  to  our 
fine  fettlements  on  thofe  grounds  called  the  German 
Flats,  and  along  the  Mohawk's  river,  which  the  ene- 
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BOOK  my  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign. 

In  the    mean    time,  lord  Loudoun  was   taking    the 
moft  effectual  fteps  to  unite  the   provinces,  and  raife  a 
force  fufficient  to  give  feme   dccifive  blow.     The  at 
tack   on  Crown-Point,  which  had   been  fo  long  medi 
tated,  was  laid  afide,  as  of  lefs  importance  than  the  in 
tended   expedition  to   Louifbourg,  now  fubftituted   in 
its  place,  and  undoubtedly  a  more  confiderable  object 
in  itfelf.      Admiral  Holbourn  arrived  at    Halifax,  with 
the  fquadron  and  tranfports   under    his    command,  on 
the  Qth  of  July;  and  it  was  his  lorcifliip's    intention  to 
repair  thither   with  all  poflible  diligence,  in    order  to 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  expedition  ;  but  a 
variety   of  accidents  interpoftH.     It  was  with  the  ut- 
mofr.  difficulty  he  at    length    airembled   a    body  of  fix 
thoufand  men,  with  which  he  inftantly  began  his  march 
to  join    the    troops    lately    arrived     from    England. 
When  the  junction    was  effected,  the  whole  forces  a- 
mounted  to  twelve  thoufand  men  ;  an  army  that  raifed 
great   expectations.     Immediately    fome   fmall   veflels 
were  fentout  to  examine  and  reconnoitre  the  condition 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  intermediate    time  was  employed 
in  embarking  the  troops,  as   foon  as  the  tranfports  ar 
rived.     The  return  of  the  fcouts  totally  altered  the  face 
of  affairs  :   They    brought  the    unwelcome    news,  that 
M.  de   Bois    de   la    Mothe,  who  failed  in  the  month  of 
May  from  Breft,  with  a    large    fleet    of   (hips   of  war 
and  tranfports,  was  now  fafe  at  anchor  in  the  habour  of 
Louifbourg.     Their  intelligence  was  fupported  by  the 
refiimony  of  feveral   deferters ;  vet  ftill   it  v/anted  con 
firmation,  and  many  perfons  believed  their  account   of 
the  enemy's  flrength  greatly  magnified.     Such  advices, 
however,  could  not  but  occafion  extraordinary  fluctu 
ations  in  the  councils  of  war  at    Halifax.      Some  were 
for    fetting  afide  all  thoughts  of  the  expedition  for  that 
feafon  ;  while  others,  more  warm   in  their  difpofitions, 
r.nd  fanguine  in  their  expectations,  were   for  profecut- 
ing  it  with  vigour    in  fpite  of  all  dangers  and  difficul 
ties.     Their  difputes  were  carried  on  with  great  vehe 
mence,  when    a  packet   bound    from    Louifbourg  for 
France  was  taken  by  one  of  the  Englifh  (hips  ftationed 
at  Newfoundland.     She   had  letters   on   board,  which 
put  the  enemy's  fuperiority  beyond  all  doubt,  at   leaft 
by  fea.     It  clearly  appeared  there  were  at  that  time  in 
Louifbourg  fix    thoufand    regular   troops,  three  thou 
fand  natives,  and  one  thoufand   three  hundred  Indians, 
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with  feventeen  {hips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates,  CHAP, 
moored  in  the  harbour;  that  the  place  was  well  fupplied 
with  ammunition,  provifion,  and  every  kind  of  milita- 
ry  ftores  ;  and  that  the  enemy  wifhed  for  nothing  more 
than  an  attack,  which  it  was  probable  would  terminate 
to  the  difgrace  of  the  affailants,  and  ruin  of  the  Britilh 
affairs  in  America.  The  commanders  at  Halifax  were 
fully  apprifed  of  the  confequences  of  an  unfuccefsful 
attempt;  it  was,  therefore,  almoft  unanimoufly  refolv- 
ed  to  poftpone  the  expedition  to  fome  more  convenient 
opportunity,  efpecially  as  the  feafon  was  now  far  ad 
vanced,  which  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  fruftrate 
their  endeavours,  and  render  the  enterprife  abortive. 
This  refolution  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  moft 
eligible  in  their  circumftances,  whatever  conftructions 
might  afterwards  be  given,  with  intention  to  prejudice 
the  public  againft  the  commander  in  chief. 

Lord  Loudoun's  departure  from  New-York,  with 
all  the  forces  he  was  able  to  collect,  afforded  the  mar 
quis  de  Montcalm  the  faireft  occafion  of  improving  the 
fucceffes  of  the  former  campaign.  That  general  had, 
in  the  very  commencement  of  the  feafon,  made 
three  different  attacks  on  Fort  William-Henry,  in  all 
of  which  he  was  repulfed  by  the  vigour  and  refolution 
of  the  garrifon.  But  this  difappointment  here  was  ba 
lanced  by  an  advantage  gained  by  a  party  of  regulars 
and  Indians  at  Ticonderoga.  Colonel  John  Parker, 
with  a  detachment  of  near  four  hundred  men,  went  by 
water,  in  whale  and  bay  boats,  to  attack  the  enemy's 
advanced  guard  at  that  place.  Landing  at  night  on  an 
ifland,  he  fent  before  dawn  three  boats  to  the  main 
land,  which  the  enemy  waylaid  and  took.  Having 
procured  the  necefTary  intelligence  from  the  prifoners 
of  the  colonel's  defigns,  they  contrived  their  meafures, 
placed  three  hundred  men  in  ambufh  behind  the  point 
where  he  propofed  landing,  and  fcnt  three  batteaux  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous.  Colonel  Parker  miftaking 
thefe  for  his  own  boats,  eagerly  put  to  fhore,  was  fur- 
rounded  by  the  enemy,  reinforced  with  four  hundred 
men,  and  attacked  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that,  of  the 
whole  detachment,  only  two  officers  and  feventy  pri 
vate  men  efcaped.  Flufhed  with  this  advantage,  ani 
mated  by  the  abfence  of  the  Britifli  commander  in  chief, 
then  at  Halifax,  and  fired  with  a  defire  to  revenge  the 
difgrace  he  had  lately  fuftained  before  Fort  William- 
Henry,  Montcalm  drew  together  all  his  forces  with  in 
tention  to  lay  fiege  to  that  place.  Forf  William-'Henry 
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BOOK  ftands  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Lake  George:  It  was  built 
.J  with  a  view  to  protect  and  cover  the   frontiers   of  the 

^^V^*^  Englifh  colonies,  as  well  as  to  command  the  lake: 
The  fortifications  were  good,  defended  by  a  garrifon 
of  near  three  thoufand  men,  and  covered  by  an  army 
of  four  thoufan-J,  under  the  conduct  of  general  Webb, 
pofted  at  no  great  diftance.  When  the  marquis  de 
Montcalm  had  afTcmbled  all  the  forces  at  Crown  Point, 
Ticondei  oga,  and  the  adjacent  potts,  together  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  amount 
ing  in  the  whole  to  near  ten  thoufand  men,  he  marched 
directly  to  the  fort,  made  his  approaches,  and  began  to 
batter  it  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery.  On  the 
very  day  he  inverted  the  place,  he  fent  a  letter  to  colo 
nel  Monro,  the  governor,  telling  him,  he  thought  him- 
felf  obliged,  in  humanity,  to  deiire  he  would  furrender 
the  fort,  and  not  provoke  the  great  number  of  favages 
in  the  French  army  by  a  vain  refinance.  "  A  detach- 
tt  ment  of  your  garrifon  has  lately,  fays  he,  experien- 
"  ced  their  cruelty;  I  have  it  yet  in  my  power  to  re- 
"  ftrain  them,  and  oblige  them  to  obferve  a  capitulation 
"  as  none  of  them  hitherto  are  killed.  Your  perfifHng 
"  in  the  defence  of  your  fort  can  only  retard  its  fate  a 
"few  days,  and  muft  ofneceflity  expofe  an  unfortu- 
u  nate  s^rrif on,  who  can  poffibly  receive  no  relief, 
"  confidering  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  it.  I 
"demand  a  decifiv  e  anfwer,  for  which  purpofe  I  have 
"  fent  the  Sieur  Funtbrune,  one  of  my  aides-du-camp. 
a  You  may  credit  what  he  will  inform  you  of,  from 
"  Montcalm."  General  Webb  beheld  his  preparations 
with  an  indifference  and  fjcurity  bordering;  on  infatua 
tion.  It  is  credibly  reported,  that  he  had  private  in 
telligence  of  all  the  French  general's  defigns  and  mo 
tions  ;  yet,  either  defpifing  his  ftren^th,  or  difcredit- 
ing  the  information,  he  neglected  collecting  the  militia 
in  time,  which,  in  conjunction  with  his  own  forces, 
would  probably  have  obliged  Montcalm  to  relinquifh 
the  attempt,  or,  at  leaft,  have  rendered  his  fuccefs  very 
doubtful  and  hazardous.  The  enemy  meeting  with  no 
difturbance  from  the  quarter  they  moft  dreaded,  profe- 
cuted  the  fiege  with  vigour,  and  were  warmly  receiv 
ed  hy  the  garrifon,  who  fired  with  great  fpirit,  till  they 
had  burft  almoft  all  their  cannon,  and  expended  their 
anrnuiiition.  Nc-iiher  Montcalm's  pron.ifes  or  threats 
could  prevail  upor  them  to  furrerder,  while  they  were 
in  a  con  iiuotrto  d  :fend  themfelvcs,  or  could  reasonably 
expect  aliiftajict  from  General  Webb.  They  even 
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perfifted  to  hold  out  after  prudence  dictated  they  ought  CHAP 
to  furrender.  Colonel  Monro  was  fenfible  of  the  im- 
portance  of  his  charge,  and  imagined  that  general 
Webb,  though  flow  in  his  motions,  would  furely 
make  fome  vigorous  efForts,  either  to  raife  the  liege,  or 
force  a  fupply  of  ammunition,  provifion,  and  other 
neceflfaries  into  the  garrifon.  At  length,  neceflity  Fort  \\  il- 
obliged  him,  after  fuftaining  a  fiege  from  the  3d  to  the  lla™ 
9th  day  of  A ugu ft,  to  hang;  out  a  flag  of  truce,  which 
was  immediately  anfwered  by  the  French  commander. 
Hoftages  were  exchanged,  and  articles  of  capitulation 
figned  by  both  parties.  It  was  ftipulated,  that  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  William-Henry,  and  the  troops 
in  the  retrenched  camp,  fhould  march  out  with 
their  arms,  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  all  the  ufual  neceflaries  of  war ;  efcorted  by  a  de 
tachment  of  French  troops,  and  interpreters  attached 
to  the  favages :  That  the  gate  of  the  fort  fhould  be  de 
livered  to  the  troops  of  the  moft  chriftian  king,  imme 
diately  after  figning  the  capitulation  ;  and  the  retrench 
ed  camp,  on  the  departure  of  the  Britifh  forces:  That 
the  artillery,  warlike  ftores,  provifion,  and  in  general" 
every  thing,  except  the  effects  of  the  foldiers  and  offi 
cers,  fhould,  upon  honour,  be  delivered  to  the  French 
troops;  for  which  purpofe  it  was  agreed  there  fhould 
be  delivered,  with  the  capitulation,  an  exacl:  inventory 
of  the  ftores,  and  other  particulars  fpecified :  That  the 
garrifon  of  the  fort,  and  the  troops  in  the  retrench 
ment  and  dependencies,  fhould  not  ferve  for  the  fpacc 
of  eighteen  months,  from  the  date  of  the  capitulation, 
againft  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  or  his  allies :  That, 
with  the  capitulation,  there  fhould  be  delivered  an  ex 
acl  ftate  of  the  troops,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  of 
ficers,  engineers,  artillery  men,  commiflaries,  and  all 
employed  :  That  the  officers  and  foldiers,  Canadians, 
women,  and  favawes,  made  prifoners  by  land  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war  in  North  America,  fhould 
be  delivered  in  the  fpace  of  three  months  atCarrilon; 
in  return  for  whom  an  equal  number  of  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  William-Henry  fhould  be  capacitated  to  ferve, 
agreeably  to  the  return  given  by  the  Englifh  officer, 
and  the  receipt  of  the  French  commanding  officers,  of 
the  prifoners  fo  delivered  :  That  an  officer  fhould  re 
main  as  an  hoftage,  till  the  fafe  return  of  the  efcort 
fent  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty :  That  the 
fick  and  wounded,  not  in  a  condition  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  to  Fort-Edward,  fhould  remain  under  the  protec- 
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BOOK  tion  of  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  ;  who  engaged  to  ufe 
them  with  tcndernefs  and  humanity,  and  to  return  them 


as  foon  as  recovered  :  That  provifion  for  two  days 
I757<  fhould  be  iffued  out  for  the  Britifh.  troops  :  That,  in 
teftimony  of  his  efteem  and  refpect  for  colonel  Monro 
and  his  garrifon,  on  account  of  their  gallant  defence, 
the  marquis  de  Montcalm  fhould  return  one  cannon, 
a  fix-pounder.  —  -Whether  the  marquis  de  Montcalm 
was  really  afliduous  to  have  thefe  articles  punctually 
executed,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  cer 
tain  it  is,  they  were  perfidioufly  broke,  in  almoft  eve- 
Cruelt  of  ryinftance.  The  favages  in  the  French  intereft  either 
theFrench  Pa'd  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  or  were  permitted, 
from  views  of  policy,  to  act  the  moft  treacherous,  in 
human,  and  infidious  part.  They  fell  upon  the  Bri 
tifh  troops  as  they  marched  out,  defpoiled  them  of  their 
few  remaining  effects,  dragged  the  Indians  in  the 
Englifli  fervice  out  of  their  ranks,  and  afTaffinated 
them,  with  circumftances  of  unheard-of  barbarity. 
Some  Britifh  foldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
are  faid  to  have  been  favagely  murdered  by  thofe  brutal 
Indians,  whofe  ferocity  the  French  commander  could 
not  effectually  reftrain.  The  greater  part  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  garrifon,  however,  arrived  at  Fort-Edward,  un 
der  protection  of  the  French  efcort.  The  enemy  de- 
molifhed  the  fort,  carried  off  the  effects,  provifion,  ar 
tillery,  and  every  thing  elfe  left  by  the  garrifon,  toge 
ther  with  the  vefTels  preferved  in  the  lake,  and  depart 
ed,  without  purfuing  their  fuccefs  by  any  other  at 
tempt.  Thus  ended  the  third  campaign  in  America, 
where,  with  an  evident  fuperiority  over  the  enemy,  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  regular  troops,  a  great  num 
ber  of  provincial  forces,  and  a  prodigious  naval  power, 
not  lefs  than  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  we  abandoned 
our  allies,  expofcd  our  people,  fuffrred  them  to  be  cru 
elly  maffacr.d  in  fight  of  our  troops,  and  relinquifhrd  a 
large  and  valuable  tract  of  country,  to  the  eternal  re 
proach  and  difgrace  of  the  Britifh  name. 

As  to  the  naval  tranfactions  in  this  country,  though 
lefs  infamous,  there  were  not  lefs  unfortunate.  Im 
mediately  on  lord  Loudoun's  departure  f/orn.  Halifax, 
admiral  Holbourn,  now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  trar.f- 
ports,  fet  fail  for  Louifbourg,  with  fifteen  (hips  of  the 
line,  one  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  three  fmall  frigates,  and  a 
fire-fhip.  What  the  object  of  this  cru'ze  rr.ight  have 
been,  can  only  be  conjectured.  Some  imagine  curio- 
fity  was  the  admiral's  fole  motive,  and  the  defireof  in- 
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forming  himfelf  with  certainty  of  the  enemy's  ftrength,  CHAP, 
while  others  perfuade  themfelves  that   he  was  in   hopes  ,          ' 
of  drawing  M.  de  la  Mothe  to  an  engagement,  notwith-        J" 
landing  his  fuperiority  in  number  of  {hips  and   weight 
of  metal.     Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Britifh  fquadron  ap 
peared  off  Louifbourg  on  the  2Oth  day  of  Auguft,   and 
approaching  within  two  miles  of  the  batteries,   faw  the 
French  admiral  make  the  fignal  to  unmoor.     Mr.  Hoi-*- 
bourn  was  greatly  inferior  in  ftrength,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  his  defign  was  not  to  fight  the  enemy,  as  he  imme 
diately  made  the  beft  of  his   way   to   Halifax.     About 
the  middle  of   September,  being    reinforced  with  four 
(hips  of  the  line,  he   again  proceeded  to  Louifbourg, 
probably  with  intention,  if  poffible,  to  draw  the  enemy 
to  an  engagement  ;  but  he  found  de  la  Mothe  too  pru 
dent  to  hazard  an  unneceflary   battle,  the  lofs  of  which 
would  have  greatly  expofcd  all    the   French   colonies. 
Here  the  Englifh    fquadron   continued  cruizing,  until  fit^t  te"*j_ 
the  25th,  when  they  were  overtaken  by  a  terrible  ftorm  biy  Matter - 
from  the  fouthward.     When  the  hurricane  began,  the  ed  b>'  a 
fleet  was  about  forty  leagues  diftant  from  Louifbourg  ; tempe 
but  were  driven  in  twelve  hours  within   two  miles  of 
the  rocks  and  breakers   on  that   coaft,  when  the  wind 
providentially  fhifted.     The  fhip  Tilbury  was  wreck 
ed  upon  the  rocks,  and  half  her  crew  drowned.     Ele~ 
ven  fhips  were  difmafted,  others  threw  their  guns  over 
board  ;  and  all  returned  in  a  very  fhattered  condition  to 
England,  at  a  very  unfavourable  feafon  of  the  year.    In 
this  manner  ended  the  expedition  to  Louifbourg,   more 
unfortunate  to  the   nation  than   the    preceding  defigns 
upon  Rochetort  ;  lefs  difgraceful  to   the    commanders, 
but  equally  the  occafion  of  ridicule  and  triumph  to  GUI' 
enemies.     Indeed,  the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  po 
litical  difputes  at  home,  the   inftability  of  the  admini-> 
itration,  and  the  frequent  revolutions  in  our  councils, 
were  ftrongly  manifefted  by  that  languor  infufed    into 
all  our  military  operations,  and  general  unfteadinefs  in 
our  purfuits.     Faction  in  the  mother  country  produced 
divisions  and  mifcondu6l  in  the  colonies.     No   ambiti 
on  to  fignalize  themfelves  appeared  among  the  officers, 
from  the  uncertainty  whether  their  fervices  were  to   be 
rewarded  or  condemned.     Their    attachment  to  parti 
cular  perfons  weakened  the  love   they   ought    to   have 
entertained  for  their  country  in  general,  and  deftroyed 
that  fpirit  of  enterprize,  that    firmnefs  and   refolutiori 
which  conftitutes  the  commander,   and  without    which 
VOL.  II.  T 
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B  o  o  K  the  beft  capacity,  joined   to  the  moft  uncorruptible  in- 

JIL     tejrrity,  can  effect  nothing. 

V-*-^-^        The  French  king  not   only  exerted    himfelf  againft 
1  57>     the  Englifh    in  America,  but  even  extended  his  opera 
tions  to  their  fettlements  in  Africa,  which  he  fent   one 
of  his  naval  commpnders,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  re 
duce.     This  gentleman,  \vhofe  name  was    Kerfm,  had 
fcoured  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and   made  prize  of  feveral 
Englifh  trading  {hips  ;  but  his  chief  aim  was  to  reduce 
the  caftle  at  Capc-coaft,  of  which  had  he  gained  pofTef- 
fion,  the  other  fubordinate  forts  would  have   fubmitted 
without  oppofition.     When    Mr.  Bell,  the  governor  of 
this  caftle,  received  intelligence  that  M.  de  Kerfm  was 
the*French  *  ^w  ^ea§ues  to  tne  windward,   and  certainly  intended 
on  Cape-     to  attack  Cape-coaft,  his  whole  garrifon  did  not  exceed 
thirty  white  men,  exclufive  of  a  few    Mulatto  foldiers  : 
his  ftock  of  ammunition  was  reduced  to  half  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder  ;  and  his  fortifications    were  fo  crazy  and 
inconfiderable,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  engineers 
they  could  not  have  luftained,  for   twenty   minutes,  the 
fire  of  one  great  (hip,  had  it  been  properly  directed  and 
maintained.  In  thefe   circumftances,  few  people  would 
have  dreamed  of  making  any   preparation  for  defence  ; 
but  Mr.  Bell  entertained  other  fentiments,  and  acquitted 
hirnfelf  with  equal  courage  and   difcretion.     He   forth 
with  procured  a  fupply  of  gunpowder,   and    reinforce 
ment  of  about  fifty  men,   from    certain   trading    veflels 
that  happened  to  be  upon  that  prrt   of  the   coall.     He 
mounted  forne  fpare  cannon  upon  an  occafional  battery, 
and  aflembling  a  body  of  twelve  hundied  negroes-,  well 
armed,  under  the  cornhiaad  of  their  chief,  on   whcfe  at 
tachment  lw  could  depend,  ordered  them  to  take  port  at 
the  place  where  he    apprehended  the  enemy    would  at 
tempt  a  landing.     Thefe  precautions    were    hardly  ta 
ken  when  the  French  fquadron,  confiding  of  two    (hips 
of  the  line,  and  a  large  frigate,  appeared,  and  in  a  little 
time  their  attack  began,  but  they  met  with  fucha  warm 
reception,  tbat  in    L-fs    than   two   hours  they   defifted, 
leaving  the  caftle  very  little  damaged,  and  immediately 
made  fail  for  the  Weft -Indies,  very    much   to  the  dif- 
appointment  and  mortification  of  the  Dutch  officers  be 
longing  to  the  fort  of  of  Elmina,  in  thefame  neighbour 
hood,  who  made  no  fc--urle    of  cxpreffing    their    wiflies 
publicly  in  favour  of  the  French  commodore,  and  at  a 
diftano.  viewed  the  engagement    v/ith   the  moft   partial 
eagernefs  and    impatience.      M.   de  Kerftn    was  gene 
rally  blamed  for  his  want  of  conduct  and  refolution    in 
this  attempt  ;  but   he  is  faid  to  have  been    deceived  in 
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his  opinion  of  the  real  ftate  of  Cape-coaft  caftle  by  the  c  II  A  P. 
vigorous  and  rcfolute  exertions  of  the  governor,  and  ,  T^ 
was  apprehenfive  of  lofing  a  mafi  in  the  engagement  ;  *^* 
a  Jofs  which  he  could  not  have  repaired  on  the  whole 
coaft  of  Africa.  Had  the  fort  of  Cape-coaft  been  re 
duced  on  this  occafion,  in  all  probability  every  petty 
republic  of  Negroes,  fettled  under  the  protection  of  the 
forts  on  the  Gold  Coaft  would  have  revolted  from  the 
Britifh  intereft  ;  for  while  the  French  fquadron,  in  their 
progrefs  along  (bore,  hovered  in  the  offing  at  Anama- 
bne,  an  Englifh  fettlementa  fi-w  leagues  to  leeward  of 
Cape-coaft,  John  Correntee,  the  caboceiro,  chief  ma- 
giftrate  and  general  of  the  blacks  on  that  part  of  the  coaft, 
whofe  adopted  fon  had  a  few  years  before  been  careffed, 
and  even  treated  as  a  prince  in  England,  taking  it  for 
granted  that  this  enterprife  of  the  French  would  be  at 
tended  with  fuccefs,  actually  fent  fome  of  his  depend- 
dents,  with  a  prefent  of  refrefhments  for  their  commo 
dore  ;  the  delivery  of  which,  however,  was  prevented 
by  Mr.  Brew,  the  Englifh  chief  of  the  fort,  v/ho  fhat- 
ttred  in  pieces  the  canoe  before  it  could  be  launched, 
and  threatened  with  his  cannon  to  level  the  black  town 
xvith  the  duft.  The  caboceiro,  though  thus  anticipat 
ed  in  his  denVn,  refolved  to  be  among  the  firft  who 
fhould  compli:Tient  M.  de  Kirfm  on  his  viAory  at  Cape- 
coaft  ;  and,  with  this  view,  prepared  an  embafly  or 
deputation  to  go  there  by  land ;  but,  understanding 
that  the  French  had  failed  in  their  attempt,  he  fhifted 
his  defign,  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  and  difpatched 
the  fame  embafly  to  Mr.  Bell,  whom  he  congratulated 
on  his  victory,  alluring  him  he  had  kept  his  men  ready 
armed  to  fnarch  at  the  firft  fummons  to  his  afliftance. 

In  the  tuft  Indies,  the  fcene   was  changed  greatly  to  Affairs  la 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  Great    Britain.      There  the  E  aft 
the  commanders  acled  with  that   harmony,   fpirit,   and, lndlcs' 
unanimity  becoming  Britons,  zealous  for  the  credit  of 
their  king  and  intereft  of  their  country.     We  left  ad 
miral  Watfon  and  colonel  Clive  advancing  to  Calcut 
ta,    to    revenge    the   cruel  tragedy    adled    upon   their 
countrymen  the  preceding  year.     On  the  28th  of  De 
cember,  the  fleet  proceeded  up  the  river  :  Next  day  co-  9 
lonel  Clive  landed,  and  with  the  afliftance  of  the  fqua 
dron,  in     twenty  four  hours    made  himfelf  mafter    of 
Bufbudgia,  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  though   very  ill 
defended.     On  the  firft  of  January,    the   the  admiral 
with  two  fhips,  appeared  before  the  town  of  Calcutta, 
and   was    received  by   a  brifk  fire  from  the    batteries. 
This  falute  was  returned  fo  warmly,  that  the   enemies 
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BOOK   guns  were  foon  filenced,  and    in  lefs   than   two  hours 
the  place  and  fort  were  abandoned.       Colonel  Clive, 

^^s^s  on  the  other  fide,  had  invefteti  the  town,  and  made  his 
*?•*?'  attack  with  that  vigour  and  intrepidity  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  which  greatly  contributed  to  the  fudden  reduc 
tion  of  the  fettlement.  As  foon  as  the  fort  was  fur- 
rendered  the  brave  and  active  Captain  Coote,  with  his 
majefry's  troop?,  took  pofle/Tion,  aud  found  ninety-one 
pieces  of  cannon,  four  mortars,  abundance  of  amuni- 
tion,  ftores,  and  provifion,  with  every  requifite  for  fuf- 
taining  an  obftinate  fiege.  Thus  the  Englffh  were 
re-eftablifhed  in  the  two  ftroneeft  fortreflts  in  the  Gan 
ges,  with  the  inconfiderable  lofs  of  nine  fearnen  killed, 
and  three  foldier?.  A  few  days  after,  Hu^hley,  a  city  of 
greiit  trade,  fituated  higher  up  the  river,  was  reduced 
with  as  little  difficulty,  but  infinitely  greater  prejudice 
to  the  nabob,  as  here  his  ftorchoufts  of  fait,  and  vaft 
granaries  for  the  fupport  of  his  army,  were  burnt  and 
deftroyed.  Incenfed  at  the  almoft  inftantaneous  lofs  of 
all  his  conquefts,  and  demolition  of  the  city  of  Hugh- 
ley,  the  viceroy  of  Bengal  difcouraged  all  advances  to 
an  accommodation  which  was  propoftd  by  the  admiral 
and  chiefs  of  the  company,  and  affembled  an  army  of 
twenty  thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  thoufand  foo*,  fully 
refolved  to  expel  the  En^lifhout  of  his  dominions,  and 
take  ample  vengeance  for  the  diferaces  he  had  lately 
fuftained.  He  v/as  feen  marching  by  the  Englifh  camp 
in  his  way  to  Calcutta  on  the  2d  of  February,  where 
he  encamped,  about  a  ir.ilefrom  the  town.  Colonel  Clive 
immediately  made  application  to  the  admiral  for  a  re 
inforcement,  and  fix  hundred  men  under  the  com 
mand  of  Captain  Warwick,  were  accordingly  crafted 
from  the  different  (hips,  and  lent  to  affift  his  little  army. 
Clive  drew  out  his  forces,  advanced  in  three  columns 
towards  the  enemy,  arid  begrn  the  attack  fo  vigour- 
oufly,  that  the  viceroy  retreated,  after  a  feeble  refinance, 
with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded  and 
taken  prifoners,  five  hundred  horfes,  great  numbers  of 
draft  bullocks,  and  four  elephant?.  Though  this  ad 
vantage  was  lefs  decifive  than  could  be  wifhed,  yet  it 
Sufficiently  intimidated  the  nabob  into  ccnceflions  much 
to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  company.  Admi 
ral  Watfon  gave  him  to  underfland  in  the  letter,  that 
this  was  no  more  than  a  fpecimen  of  what  the  Britifh 
arms,  when  provoked,  could  perform.  The  fuba  de- 
fired  the  negcciation  might  be  renewed,  and  in  a  few 
4?yS  the  treaty  was  concluded.  Ke  promifed  not  to 
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difturb  the  Englifh  in  any  of  thofe   privileges  or  pof-  CHAP 
feflions  fpecified  in  the  firm,  and  granted  by  the  mogul :   ,         ' 
That  all  merchandife  belonging  to  the  company  fhould     ^V5* 
pafs  and  repafs  in  every  part  of  the   province   of  Ben-      I?s^' 
gal  free  of   duty  :     That  all    the    Englifh    factories, 
feized  the  preceding  year,  or  fince,  fhould  be  reftorcd, 
with  the  money,  goods,  and  effects  appertaining  :  That 
all  damages  fuftained  by  the  Englifh  fhould  be  repaired, 
and  their  loffes  repaid  :  That  the  Englifh  fhould  have 
liberty  to  fortify  Calcutta  in  whatever   manner    they 
thought  proper  without  interruption  :  That  they  fhould 
have  the  liberty  of  coining  all    the  gold    and    bullion 
they  imported,   which  fhould  pafs  current   in  the  pro 
vince  :  That  he  would  remain  in  ftrict  friendfhip  and 
alliance  with  the  Englifh,  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
heal  up  the  late  divifions,  and  reflore   the  former   good 
understanding  between  them.     All  which  feveral  arti 
cles  were  folemnly  figned  and  fealed  with  the   nabob's 
own  hand. 

Such  were  the  terms  obtained  for  the  company,  by 
the  fpirited  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  two  Englilh 
commanders.  They  had,  however  too  much  difcern- 
ment  to  rely  on  the  promifes  of  a  barbarian,  who  had 
fo  perfidioufly  broke  former  engagements  ;  but  they 
prudently  diflembled  their  fentiments,  until  they  had 
throughly  reinflated  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  re 
duced  the  French  power  of  this  province.  In  order  to 
adjuft  the  points  that  required  difcuffion,  the  felect  com 
mittee  for  the  company's  affairs  appointed  Mr.  Watts, 
who  had  been  releafed  from  his  former  imprifonment, 
as  their  commiffary  at  the  court  ofthefuba,  to  whom 
he  was  perfonally  known,  as  well  as  to  hisminifters,  a- 
mong  whom  he  had  acquired  a  confiderable  influence. 
Nothing  lefs  could  have  balanced  the  intereft  which  the 
French,  by  their  art  of  intriguing,  had  raifed  among  the 
the  favourites  of  the  viceroy.  While  Mr.  Watts  was  em 
ployed  at  Muxadavid  in  counterworking  thofe  intri 
gues,  and  keeping  the  fuba  fteady  to  his  engagements, 
the  admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  refolved  to  avail  themfelves 
of  their  armament  in  attacking  the  French  fettlements 
in  Bengal.  The  chief  object  of  their  defigns  was  the 
reduction  of  Chandernagore,  fituated  higher  up  the  ri 
ver  than  Calcutta,  of  confiderable  ftrength,  and  the 
chief  in  importance  of  any  pofleffed  by  that  nation  in  the 
bay.  Colonel  Clive,  being  reinforced  by  three  hun 
dred  men  from  Bombay,  began  his  march  to  Chander 
nagore,  at  the  head  of  feven  hundred  Europeans  and 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  Indians,  where,  on  his  firft  ar- 
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BOOK  rival,  he  took  pofleffion  of  all  the  out-pofb,  except  one 
Iir-      redoubt  mounted  with  eight  pieces    of  cannon,  which 
<~-Y"ts^  he  left  to  be  fibnced  by  the  admiral.     On  the    i8rh  of 
*757-      March,  the  admirals  Watfonand  Pococke  arrived  with 
in  two  miles  of  the  French  fettlcment,  with    the  Kent, 
Tiger,  and    Salifbury    men  of  war,  and  found    their 
pafiage  obftru&cd  by  booms  laid  acrofs    the  river,   and 
feveral  vefLJs  funk  in  the  channel.     Thef-  difficulties 
being  removed,  they  advanced  early  on  the  24th,   and 
drew  up  in  aline  before  the  fort,  which  they  batteied 
with  great  fury  tor  three   hours  ;  while  colonel  Clive 
was  making  his  approaches  on  the  land  fide,  and  play 
ing  vigoroufly  from  the  batteries  he  had  raifjd.     Their 
united  efforts  Toon  obliged  the    enemy    to    fubmiflion. 
A  flag  of  truce  was    waved   over   the  walls,  and    the 
place    furrendered   by  capitulation.     The    keys   were 
delivered  to  captain   Latham,  of  the   Tiger,  and  in  the 
afternoon,  colonel  Clive,  with    the  king's  troops,  took 
poifefnon.     Thus,  the  reduction  of  a  ftrong  foitrefs, 
garrifoned  by  five  hundred    Europeans,  and  one  thou- 
iand  two  hundred  Indians,  defended  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  three  mortars,  well 
provided  v/ith  all  kinds  of  {lores  and  neceflaries,  and  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  enemy's  commerce  in  In 
dia,  was  accompliflied  with  a  lofs  not  exceeding    forty 
men  on  the  fide  of  the  conquerors.     By  the    treaty    of 
capitulation,  the    director,    counfellors,    and     inferior 
iervants  of  the  fettlement,  were  allowed  to  depart  with 
their  wearing  apparel:  The  Jefuits   were  permitted  to 
take  away  their   church  ornaments,  and    the  natives  to 
remain  in  the  full  exertion  of  their  liberties  ;  but   the 
garrifon  were  to  continue  prifoners  of  war.  The  goods 
and  money  found  in   the  place   were  confiderable;  but 
the  principal  advantage  arofe  from  the  ruin  of  the  head 
fettlement  of  the  enemy  on  the    Ganges,  which  could 
not  but  interfere  with   the  Englifh  commerce   in  thefe 
parts. 

Succefs  had  hitherto  attended  all  the  operations  of 
the  Britifh  commander?,  becaufe  they  were  concerted 
with  forefight  and  unanimity  ;  and  executed  with  that 
vigour  and  fpirit  with  defervedly  raifed  them  hi^h  in 
the  efteem  or  their  country.  They  reduced  the  nabob  to 
reafonable  terms  of  accommodation  before  they  al 
armed  the  French  ;  and  now  the  power  of  the  latter 
was  deftroyed,  they  entered  upon  meafures  to  oblige 
the  treacherous  viceroy  to  a  ftricl  performance  of  the 
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treaty  he  had  fo-  lately  figned.  However  fpecious  his  CHAP* 
proaiifes  were,  they  found  him  extremely  d'iatory  in  vn- 
the  execution  of  feveral  articles  of  the  treaty,  which,  in 
effe6r,  was  the  fame  to  the  Enolifa  commerce  as  if  none 
had  been  concluded.  The  company's  goods  were  loa 
ded  with  high  duties,  and  feveral  other  infractions  of 
the  peace  committed,  upon  fuch  frivolous  pretences  as 
evidently  demor.ftrated  that  he  fought  to  come  to  an  o- 
pen  rupture  as  foon  as  his  projects  were  ripe  for  execu 
tion.  In  a  word,  he  difcovered  all  along  a  rnanifeft 
partiality  to  the  French,  whofe  emiffaries  cajoled  him 
with  promifes  that  he  fhould  be  joined  by  fuch  a  body 
of  their  European  troops,  under  M.  de  Bufiy,  as 
would  enable  him  to  Ciufti  the  power  of  the  Englifh, 
whom  they  had  taught  him  to  fear  and  to  hate.  As  re 
commencing  hoftilities  againft  fo  powerful  a  prince  was 
in  itfelf  dangerous,  and,  if  pofible,  to  be  avoided,  the 
affair  was  laid  before  the  council  of  Calcutta,  and  can- 
vaffed  with  all  the  circumfpeclion  and  caution  that  a 
meafure  required,  on  which  depended  the  fate  of  the 
whole  trade  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Watts,  from  time  to  time, 
fent  them  intelligence  of  every  tranfaftion  in  the  fuba's 
cabinet  ;  and  although  that  prince  publicly  declared  he 
would  caufe  him  to  be  impaled  as  foon  as  the  Englifh 
troops  ftiould  be  put  in  motion  within  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal,  he  bravely  facrificed  his  own  fafety  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  company,  and  exhorted  them  to  proceed  with 
vigour  in  their  military  operations.  During  thefe  deli 
berations  a  moft  fortunate  incident  occurred,  that  foon 
determined  the  council  to  come  to  an  ppen  rupture. 
The  leading  perfons  in  the  viceroy's  court  found  thsm- 
felves  opprefled  by  his  haughtinefs  and  infolence.  The 
fame  fpirit  of  difcontent  appeared  amono;  the  principal 
officers  of  his  army  :  They  were  well  acquainted  with 
his  perfidy,  faw  his  preparations  for  war,  and  were  fen- 
fible  that  the  peace  of  the  country  could  never  be  refto- 
recl,unlefs  either  the  Englifh  were  expelled  or  the  nabob 
depofed.  In  confequence,  a  plan  was  concerted  for 
div-.fting  him  of  all  his  power  ;  and  the  confpiracy  was 
conducted  by  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  his  prime  minifter  and 
chief  commander,  a  nobleman  of  great  influence  and 
authority  in  the  province.  The  project  was  commu 
nicated  by  Ali  Khan  to  Mr.  Watts,  and  fo  improved 
by  the  addrefs  of  that  gentleman  as  in  a  manner  to  en- 
furc  fuccefs.  A  treaty  was  actually  concluded  between 
this  Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan  and  the  Engliih  company  ; 
and  a  plan  concerted  with  this  nobleman  and  the  other 
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BOOK  malcontents  for  their  defection  from  the  viceroy.  Thefe 
HI.  previous  meafures  being  taken,  colonel  Clive  was  or- 
dered  to  take  the  field  with  his  little:  army.  Admiral 
Watfon  undertook  the  defence  of  Chandernagore,  and 
the  garrifon  was  detached  to  reinforce  the  colonel,  to 
gether  with  fifty  feamen  to  be  employed  as  gunners, 
and  in  directing  the  artillery.  Then  Mr.  Watts,  de 
ceiving  the  faba's  fpies,  by  whom  he  was  furrounded, 
withdrew  hirnfelf  from  Muxadavad,  and  reached  the 
Englifh  camp  in  fafety.  On  the  I9thofjune,  a  de 
tachment  was  fent  to  attack  Cut  wa  fort  and  town,  fitua- 
ted  on  that  branch  of  the  river  forming  the  ifland  Coffim- 
buzar.  This  place  furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons  ; 
and  here  the  colonel  halted  with  the  army  for  three 
days,  expecling  advices  from  Ali  Khan.  Difappointed 
ofths  hoped-for  intelligence,  he  crofled,  the  river,  and 
marched  to  Plainly,  where  he  encamped.  On  the  23d, 
at  day-break,  the  fuba  advanced  to  attack  him,  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  thoufand  horfe,  and  near  thirty  thoufand 
infantry,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  Jean- 
dueled  and  managed  by  Freneh  gunners,  on  whofe 
courage  and  dexterity  he  placed  great  dependence. 
They  began  to  cannonade  the  Englifh  camp  about  fix 
in  the  morning,  but  a  fevere  fhovver  falling  at  noon 
they  withdrew  their  artillery.  Colonel  Clive  feized 
this  opportunity  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  tank  and  two  other 
pofts  of  confequence,  which  they  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  retake.  Then  he  ftormed  an  angle  of  their  camp, 
covered  with  a  double  breaft-work,  together  with  an 
eminence  which  they  occupied.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  attack,  fome  of  their  chiefs  being  (lain,  the  men 
were  fo  difpirited  that  they  foon  gave  way  ;  but  ftill 
Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  who  commanded  their  left  wing, 
forbore  declaring  himfelf  openly.  After  a  fhort  con- 
teft  the  enemy  were  put  to  flight,  the  nabob's  camp, 
baggage,  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  taken,  and  a  moft 
complete  victory  obtained.  The  colonel  purfuing  his 
advantage,  marched  to  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  and  was  there  joined  by  Ali  Khan  and  the 
malcontents.  It  was  therefore  concerted  that  this  no 
bleman  (hould  be  invefted  with  the  dignity  of  nabob  ; 
accordingly,  the  colonel  proceeded  folemnly  to  depofe 
Surajah  Dowlat,  and,  with  the  fame  ceremony  to  fub- 
ilitute  Ali  Khan  in  his  roorr,,  who  was  publicly  ac 
knowledged  by  the  people  as  fuba,  or  viceroy,  of  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa.  Soon  after, 
the  late  viceroy  was  taken,  and  put  to  death  by  his  fuc- 
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ceiTor,  who  readily  complied  with  all  the  conditions  of  €  H  A  P. 
his  elevation.  He  conferred  on  his  allies  very  liberal  VI1 
rewards,  and  granted  the  company  fuch  extraordinary  ^"Y"*"^ 
privileges  as  fully  demonflrated  how  juftly  he  merited  I75?' 
their  ailiftance.  By  this  alliance,  and  the  reduction  of 
Chundernagore,  the  French  were  entirely  excluded  the 
commerce  of  Bengal  and  its  dependencies  ;  the  trade 
of  the  EngliiTi  company  was  reftored,  and  increafcd  be 
yond  their  moft  fanguine  hopes  j  a  new  ally  was  ac 
quired,  whofe  intereit  obliged  him  to  remain  firm  to 
his  engagements  ;  a  vail  fam  was  paid  to  the  compa 
ny  and  the  fufferers  at  Calcutta,  to  indemnify  them  for 
their  lofles  ;  the  foldbrs  andfeamen  were  gratified  with 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  reward  for  the  cou 
rage  and  intrepidity  they  exerted  j  and  a  variety  of  o- 
ther  advantages  gained,  which  it  would  be  unneccflary 
to  enumerate.  In  a  word,  in  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days 
a  great  revolution  was  effected,  and  the  government  of* 
avail  country,  fuperior  in  wealth,  fertility,  extent,  and 
number  of  inhabitants  to  moft  European  kingdoms, 
transferred  by  a  handful  of  troops,  conducted  by  an  of 
ficer  untutored  in  the  art  of  war,  and  a  general  rather 
by  intuition  than  inftruction  and  experience.  But  th« 
public  joy  at  thefe  fignal  fuccefles  was  confiderably  di- 
minii'hed  by  the  death  of  admiral  Watfon,  and  the  lofs 
of  Vizagapatam,  an  Englifh  fettlement  on  the  Coro- 
inandel  coaft.  The  admiral  fell  a  victim  to  the  un- 
wholefomenefs  of  the  climate,  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft, 
univerfally  efteemed  and  regretted  ;  and  the  factory 
and  fortat  Vizagapatam  were  furrendcred  to  the  French 
a  few  days  after  colonel  Clive  had  defeated  the  nabob. 

We  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  continent  of  Europe, 
where  we  fee  the  beginning  of  the  year  marked  with  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  the  dreadful  efFedtsof  frantic  enthu- 
fiafm.  France  had  long  enjoyed  a  monarch,  eafy, 
complying,  good  natured,  and  averfe  to  ail  that  wore 
the  appearance  of  bufmefs  or  of  war.  Contented  with  Damien  at- 
the  pleafures  of  indolence,  he  fought  no  greatnefs  be-  tempts  to 

yond  what  he  enjoyed,  nor  purfued  any  ambitious  aim  a^inate 

•  i      i       ]•  o  ,•  \  •  i- /•     f  •  /-\r  w  the Frenc* 

through  tn«  dictates  or  his  own  dnpofition.     Or  all  men  j-'^g. 

on  ^j.rth  fuch  a  prince  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  expect 
an  exemption  from  plots  againft  his  perfon,  and  cabals 
among  his  fubjecls ;  yet  was  an  attempt  made  upon 
his  life  by  a  man,  who,  though  placed  in  the  lov/eft 
fphere  of  fortune,  had  refolution  to  face  the  greateft 
(Lingers,  and  enthufiafm.  fufficient  to  fuftain,  without 
ihrinking,  all  the  totures  which  the  cruelty  of  maa 
VOL.  III.  U 
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BOOK-  could  invent,  or  his  crimes  render  necefTary.  The 
name  of  this  fanatic  was  Robert  Francis  Damien,  born 

^"V^  inthefuburb  of  St.  Catharine,  in  the  city  of  Arras. 
'757-  He  had  lived  in  the  fervice  of  fcveral  families,  whence 
he  was  generally  dimiffedon  account  of  the  impatience, 
the  melancholy,  and  fullenefs  of  his  difpofition.  So 
humble  was  the  ftation  of  a  perfon,  who  was  refolved 
to  ftep  forth  from  obfcurity,  and,  by  one  defperate  ef 
fort,  drav/  upon  himfelf  the  attention  of  all  Europe. 
On  the  5th  day  of  January,  as  the  king  was  ftcpping 
into  his  coach,  to  return  to  Trianon,  whence  he  had 
that  day  come  to  Verfailles,  Damien,  mingling  among; 
his  attendants,  ftabbed  him  with  a  knife  on  the  right 
fide,  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs.  His  majefty, 
applying  his  hand  immediately  to  his  fide,  cried  out, 
"  I  am  wounded  !  Seize  him;  but  do  not  hurt  him." 
Happily,  the  wound  was  not  dangerous ;  as  the  knife, 
taking  an  oblique  direction,  miffed  the  vital  parts.  As 
for  the  affafTin,  he  made  no  attempts  to  efcape;  but  fuf- 
feringhimftlf  quietly  to  be  feized  was  conveyed  to  the 
guard-room,  where  being  interrogated  if  he  committed 
the  horrid  action,  he  boldly  anfwered  in  the  affirma 
tive.  A  procefs  againft  him  was  inftantly  commenced 
at  Verfailles :  Many  perfons,  fuppofed  acceffaries  to 
the  defign  upon  the  king's  life,  were  fent  to  the  Baf- 
tilej  the  aflaffin  himfelf  was  put  to  the  torture,  and 
the  moft  excruciating  torments  were  applied,  with  in 
tention  to  extort  a  confeflion  of  the  reafons  that  could 
induce  him  to  fo  execrable  an  attempt  upon  his  fove- 

Heiitor-     reign.     Incifions  were  made  into  the  mufcular  parts  of 

mcnted.  j^  \e^  arms^  an(j  tnjg'ns,  into  which  boiling  oil  was 
poured.  Every  refinement  on  cruelty,  that  human  in 
vention,  could  fuggeft,  was  praclifed  without  effect. 
Nothing  could  overcome  his  obftinacy  ;  and  his  filence 
was  conftrued  into  a  prtfumption,  that  he  muft  have 
had  accomplices  in  the  plot.  To  render  his  punifh- 
ment  more  public  and  confpicuous,.  he  was  removed  to 
Paris,  there  to  undergo  a  repetition  of  all  his  former 
tortures  with  fuch  additional  circurr.ftances  as  the  moft 
fertile  and  cruel  difpofitions  could  devife  for  encreafing 
his  mifery  and  torment.  Being  conducted  to  the  con- 
ccrgerie,  an  iron  bed,  which  Hkewife  ferved  for  a  chair, 
was  prepared  for  him,  and  to  this  he  was  faftened  with 
chains.  The  torture  was  again  applied,  and  a  phyfi- 
cian  ordered  to  attend,  to  fee  what  degree  of  pain  he 
could  fupport.  Nothing,  however,  material  was  ex 
torted  j  for  what  he  one  moment  confefled,  he  recanted 
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the  next.  It  is  not  within  our  province,  nor  do  we  C  H  A  p. 
confider  it  as  a  felicity,  to  relate  all  the  circumftances  VI1- 
of  this  cruel  and  tragical  event.  Sufficient  it  is,  that, 
after  fuffering  the  moft  exquifite  torments  that  human 
nature  could  invent,  or  man  fupport,  his  judges  thought 
proper  to  terminate  his  mifsry  by  a  death  mocking  to 
imagination,  and  lhameful  to  humanity.  On  the  28th 
day  of  March  he  was  conducted,  amicft  a  vail  con- 
courfe  of  the  populace,  to  the  Greve,  the  common 
place  of  execution,  (tripped  naked,  and  faftcnsd  to  the 
fcaffbld  by  iron  eyves.  One  of  his  hsnds  was  then 
burnt  in  liquid  flaming  fulphur;  his  thighs,  legs,  and 
arms,  were  torn  with  red  hot  pincers;  boiling  oil, 
melted  lead,  refm,  and  fulphur,  were  poured  ir.to  the 
wounds  ;  tight  ligatures  tied  round  his  limbs  to  pre 
pare  him  for  difmemberment ;  young  and  vigorous  hor- 
fes  applied  to  the  draft,  and  the  unhappy  criminal  pul 
led  with  all  their  force  to  the  utmoft  extenfion  of  his 
finews  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  during  all  which  time 
he  preferved  his  fenfes  and  conftancy.  At  length  the 
phyfician  and  furgeon  attending,  declared,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  accomplifh  the  difmemberment,  unlefs 
the  tendons  were  feparated :  Upon  which  orders  were 
given  to  the  executioner  to  cut  the  finews  at  the  joints 
of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  horfes  drew  afrefh :  A 
thigh  and  an  arm  were  feparated,  and  after  feveral  pulis 
the  unfortunate  wretch  expired  under  the  extremity  of 
pain.  His  body  and  limbs  were  reduced  to  aflies  un 
der  the  fcaffold;  his  father,  wife,  daughter,  and  far.ily 
banidied  the  kingdom  for  ever;  the  name  of  Damien 
effaced  and  obliterated,  and  the  innocent  involved  in 
the  punifhment  of  the  guilty.  Thus  ended  the  proce 
dure  againft  Damien  and  his  family,  in  a  manner  not 
very  favourable  to  the  avowed  clemency  of  Louis,  or 
the  acknowledged  humanity  of  the  French  nation.  It 
appeared  from  undoubted  evidence,  that  the  attempts 
on  the  king's  life  was  the  refult  of  infanity,  and  a  dif- 
turbed  imagination.  Several  inftances  of  a  difordered 
mind  had  before  been  obferved  in  his  conduct,  and  the 
deteftation  juftly  due  to  the  enormity  of  his  crime 
ought  now  to  have  been  abforbed  in  the  confideratiofl 
of  his  misfortune,  the  gr^ateft  that  can  befal  human  na 
ture. 

Another  remarkable  event  in  France,  in  the  begin 
ning  of  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the  miniftry  of 
that  nation,  by  the  removal  of  M.  de  Machault,  keep 
er  of  the  feals,  from  the  poit  of  fecretary  of  ftatc  for 
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BOOK  the  marine;  and  of  M.  d'Argenfon  from  that  of  fecrc- 
tary  at  war.  Their  difmifiion  was  fuciden  and  unex- 
S"**Y">>'  peeled  ;  nor  was  any  particular  reafon  affigned  for  this 
J757-  very  unexpected  alteration.  The  French  king,  to 
{how  the  queen  of  Hungary  how  judicioufly  fhe  had 
acted  in  forming  an  alliance  with  the  houfc  of  Bourbon, 
raifed  two  great  armies ;  the  firft  of  which,  compofed 
of  near  eighty  thouland  men,  the  fiqwer  of  the  French 
troops,  with  a  lar^e  train  of  artillery,  was  commanded 
by  M.  d'Etrees,  a  general  of  great  reputation  ;  under 
whom  ferved  M.  de  Contades,  M.  Chevert,  and  the 
count  de  St.  Germaine,  all  officers  of  high  character. 
This  formidable  army  parted  the  Rhine  early  in  the 
fpring,  and  marched  by  Weftphalia,  in  order  to  invade 
the  king  of  Pruilia's  dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to 
the  emprefs-queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
empire.  But  their  real  view  was  to  invade  Hanover, 
a  fcheme  which  they  knew  would  make  a  powerful  di 
ver  fion  of  the  Britifh.  force  from  the  profecution  of 
the  war  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  the 
ftrength  of  France  could  not  be  fully  exerted,  and 
where  their  moft  valuable  interefts  were  at  ftake. 
They  flattered  themfelves,  moreover,  that  the  fame 
blow,  by  which  they  hoped  to  crufh  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  might  likewife  force  his  Britannic  majefty 
into  fome  conceffions  with  regard  to  America.  The 
other  army  of  the  French,  commanded  by  the  prince 
de  Soubifc,  was  dcftined  to  ftrengthen  the  imperial  ar 
my  of  execution,  confiding  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men,  bcfides  fix  thoufand  Bavarians,  and  four  thou 
fand  Wirternbergcrs.  But  btfore  thefc  troopc,  under 
Soubife,  pafied  the  Rhine,  they  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  feveral  places  belonging  to  the  king  of  Pruflia 
upon  the  borders  of  the  Low  Countries*  ;  whilft  a  de 
tachment  from  d'Etrees's  army  feized  upon  the  town  of 
Embden,  and  whatever  elfe  belonged  to  the  fame  mo 
narch  in  Eaft  Frbfland. 

Powerful          At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  the  king  of  Pruflia, 

confederacy  having  gained  a  petty  advantage   over   the   imperialifts 

^In0.- t  e  under  the   command  of  marefchal    Brown, 'and    incor- 

Pruffia.        porated  into   his  own  troops  a  great  part  of  the  Saxon 

army  taken  prifoners  at  Pirna,  as  was  obferved  before, 

retired  into  winter  quarters,  until  the  feafon  fhould  per- 

*  The  king  of  Pruffia  had  withdrawn  his  ganifon  from  Cleves,  not 
without  fufpicion  of  having  p;irpofely  left  this  door  open  to  the  enemy,  that 
their  irruption  into  Germany  might  haften  ihe  reiolutions  of  the  Britifh 
mini  (try. 
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nit  him  to  improve  thefe  advantages.  His  majsfty  and  CHAP. 
Marefchal  Keith  wintered  in  Saxony,  having  their 
cantonments  between  Pirna  and  the  frontier  along  the  ^^^^ 
Elbe;  and  marefchal  Schwerin,  returning  into  Silefia,  175*' 
took  up  his  quarters  in  the  country  of  Glatz.  In  the 
meantime,  theemprefs-queen,  finding  the  force  which 
fhe  had  fent  out  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  not 
fufficient  to  prevent  his  dcftgns,  made  the  neceflary  re 
quifitions  to  her  allies  for  the  auxiliaries  they  had  en 
gaged  to  furnifh.  In  confequence of  thefe  requifitions, 
the  czarina,  true  to  her  engagements,  difpatched  above 
an  hundred  thoufand  of  her  troops,  who  began  their 
march  in  the  month  of  November,  and  proceeded  to 
the  borders  of  Lithuania,  with  defign  particularly  to 
invade  Ducal  Pruffia,  whilft  aftrong  fleet  was  equipped 
in  the  Baltic,  to  aid  the  operations  of  this  numerous 
army.  The  Auftrian  army  afTembled  in  Bohemia 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fourfcore  thoufand  men,  com 
manded  by  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  marefchal 
Brown.  The  Swedes  had  not  yet  openly  declared 
themfelves  ;  but  it  was  well  known,  that  though  their 
king  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclination  to  his  Pruffian 
majefty,  yet  the  jealoufy  which  the  fenate  of  S--veden 
entertained  of  their  fovereign,  and  the  hope  of  reco 
vering  their  ancient  pofleffions  in  Pomerania,  by  means 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  together  with  their  old  attach 
ment  to  France,  newly  cemented  by  intrigues  and  fub- 
fidics,  would  certainly  induce  them  to  join  in  the  gene 
ral  confederacy.  The  duke  of  Mecklenbourgh  took 
the  fame  party,  and  agreed  to  join  the  Swedifh  army, 
when  it  fhould  be  affembled,  with  fix  thoufand  men. 
Befides  all  thefe  preparations  againft  the  king  of  Pruf 
fia,  he  was,  in  his  quality  of  elector  of  Brnndenbourgh, 
put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire  by  the  aulick  council;  ^th^kz 
declared  deprived  of  all  his  rights,  privileges,  and  pre-  Of  the  e^« 
rogatives  ;  his  fiefs  were  efcheated  into  the  exchequer  pire. 
of  the  empire;  and  all  the  circles  accordingly  ordered 
to  furnifh  their  refpeclive  contingencies  for  putting  this 
fentence  in  execution. 

In  this  dangerous  iltuation,  thus  menaced  on  all  fides, 
and  feemingly  on  the  very  brink  of  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion,  the  Pruffian  monarch  owed  his  prefervation  to  his 
own  courage  and  a6tivity.  The  Ruffians,  knowing 
that  the  country  they  were  to  pafs  through  in  their  way 
to  Lithuania  would  not  be  able  to  fubfift  their  prodi- 
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BOOK  gious  numbers,  had   taken   care  to  furnifh  themfelves 
.  with  provifions  for  their  march,  depending  upon  the  re- 

ir  fources  they  expected  to  find  in  Lithuania  after  their 
arrival  in  that  country.  Thefe  provifions  were  ex- 
haufted  by  the  time  they  reached  the  borders  of  that 
province,  where  they  found  themfelves  fuddenly  and 
unexpectedly  deftitute  of  fubfiftance,  either  to  return 
back  or  to  proceed  forward.  The  king  of  Pruffia  had, 
with  great  prudence  and  forefight,  fecured  plenty  to 
himfelf,  and  diftrefs  and  famine  to  his  enemies,  by  buy 
ing  up  all  the  corn  and  forage  of  the  country  which 
thefe  laft  were  entering.  Notwithftanding  thefe  pre 
cautions,  his  Pruffian  majefty,  to  guard  as  much  as 
could  be  againft  every  poffible  event,  fent  a  great  num 
ber  of  gunners  and  matroffes  from  Pomerania  to  Me- 
mel,  with  three  regiments  of  his  troops  to  reinforce 
the  garrifon  of  that  place.  He  vifitcd  all  the  pofts 
which  his  troops  poflefled  in  Silefia,  and  gave  the  ne- 
ceflary  orders  for  their  fecurity.  He  repaired  to  Neifs, 
where  he  fettled  with  marefchal  Schwerin  the  general 
plan  of  the  operations  of  the  approaching  campaign. 
There  it  was  agreed,  that  the  marefchal's  army  in  Si- 
]efia,  which  confifted  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  fliould 
have  in  conftant  view  the  motions  of  the  royal  army, 
by  which  its  own  were  to  be  regulated,  that  they  might 
both  aft  in  concert,  as  circumftances  fhould  require. 
At  the  fame  time,  other  armies  were  aflembled  by  the 
king  of  PruiTia  inLufatiaand  Voigtland  ;  twenty  thou 
fand  men  were  collected  at  Zwickaw,  on  the  frontiers 
of  Bohemia,  towards  Egra,  under  the  cammand  of 
prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt-Deflau  ;  and  fixty  thoufand 
chofen  troops  began  their  march  towards  Great  Zeid- 
litz,  'where  their  head-quarters  were  fettled.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  Auftrian  troops  began  to  form  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  fome  of  their  detachments 
appeared,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Pruffians,  who 
ftill  continued  to  purfue  their  operations  with  great 
activity  and  refolution.  All  poffible  care  was  taken  by 
the  Pruffians  at  Drefden  to  fecure  a  retreat,  in  cafe  of 
a  defeat.  As  only  one  regiment  of  Pruffians  could  be 
fpared  to  remain  there  in  garrifon,  the  burghers  were 
difarmed,  their  arms  depofited  in  the  arfenal,  and  a  de 
tachment  was  pofted  at  Konigftein,  to  oblige  that  for- 
trefs  to  obferve  a  ftricl  neutrality.  All  correfponuence 
with  the  enemy  was  ftrt£lly  prohibited  ;  and  it  having 
been  difcovered  that  the  countefs  of  Ogilvie,  one  of 
the  queen's  maids  of  honour,  had  difobeycd  his  majefty's 
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commands,  fbe  was  arrefted ;  but,  on  the  queen's  in-  c  H^A  P. 
terceffion,  afterwards  releafed.  Thecountefsof  Bruhl, 
lady  of  the  Saxon  prime  minifter,  was  alfo  arrefted  by 
his  Pruffian  majefty's  order  ;  and,  on  her  making  light 
of  her  confinement,  and  revolving  to  fee  company,  file 
was  ordered  to  quit  the  court,  and  retire  from  Saxony. 
M.  Henwin,  the  French  minifter,  was  told  that  his 
prefence  was  unneceffary  at  Drefden  ;  and,  on  his  re 
plying,  that  his  mafter  had  commanded  him  to  ftay,  he 
was  again  defired  to  depart  ;  on  which  he  thought  pro 
per  to  obey.  The  count  de  Waekerbath,  minifter  of 
the  cabinet,  and  grand  mafter  of  the  houfehold  to  the 
prince  royal  of  Poland,  was  arrefted,  and  conduced  to 
Coftrin,  by  the  exprefs  command  of  his  majefty.  The 
king  of  Prufiia,  having  thrown  two  bridges  over  the 
Elbe  early  in  the  fpring,  ordered  the  feveral  diftridb  of 
the  electorate  of  Saxony  to  fupply  him  with  a  great 
number  of  waggons,  each  drawn  by  four  horfes.  The 
circles  of  Mifniaand  Leipfick  were  enjoined  to  furnifh 
four  hundred  each,  and  the  other  circles  in  propor 
tion. 

While  the  king  of  Pruflia  was  taking  thefe  meafures  Skirmiflws 
in  Saxony,  two  fkirmifhes  happened  on  the  frontiers  of  bAetTict  th< 

r>i         -i  i  «  i     »        A     rt    •  ./-»      Auftnans 

rsohemia,  between  his  troops  and  the  Auitnans.  On  an(j  pruf. 
the  20th  of  February,  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  Auftrians  fians. 
furrounded  the  little  town  of  Hirfchfeld  in  Upper  Lu- 
fatia,  garrifoned  by  a  battalion  of  Prufiian  foot.  The 
firft  attack  was  made  at  four  in  the  morning,  on  two 
redoubts  without  the  gates,  each  of  which  was  defend 
ed  by  two  field  pieces  ;  and  though  the  Auftrians  were 
feveral  times  repulfed,  they  at  laft  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  one  of  the  redoubts,  and  carried  off  the  two 
pieces  of  cannon.  In  their  retreat  they  were  purfued 
by  the  Pruflians,  who  fell  upon  their  rear,  killed  fome, 
and  took  many  prifoners  :  This  affair  coft  the  Auftrians 
at  leaft  five  hundred  men.  About  a  fortnight  after,  the 
prince  of  Bevern  marched  out  of  Zittau,  with  a  body 
of  near  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  to  deftroy  the  re 
maining  ftrong  holds  poffeffed  by  the  Auftrians  on  the 
frontiers.  In  this  expedition,  he  took  the  Auftrian 
magazine  at  Friedland  in  Bohemia,  confifting  of  nine 
thoufand  facksof  meal,  and  great  ftore of  ammunition; 
and,  after  making  himfelf  mafter  of  Reichenberg,  he 
returned  to  Zittau.  The  van  of  his  troops,  confifting 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  huffars  of  the  regiment  of  Put- 
kammer,  met  with  a  body  of  fix  hundred  Croats,  fuf- 
tained  by  two  hundred  Auftrian  dragoons  of  Bathiana, 
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°n?  K   ^  their  entering  Bohemia;  and  immediately  fell  upon 

_,   them  fvvord  in  hand,  killed  about  fifty,  took  thirty  hor- 

*^      fes,  and  made  ten  dragoons  prifoners.     The  Pruffians, 

it  is  faid,  did  not  lofe  a  Tingle  man  on  this   occafion  ; 

and  two  foldiers  only   were  flightly  wounded,  the  Au- 

ftrians  having  made  but  a  flight  refiftance. 

Whatever  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  might 
have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  (till,  however, 
proper  regard  was  fhown  to  the  fubje&sof  this  crown: 
For  an  edict  was  publilhed  at  Florence  on  the  1 3th  of 
February,  wherein  his  imperial  majefty,  as  grand  duke 
of  Tufcany,  declared  his  intention  of  obfervins  the 
moftfcrupulous  neutrality  in  the  then  fituation  of  affairs. 
All  the  ports  in  that  duchy  were  accordingly  enjoined 
to  pay  a  Uriel:  regard  to  this  declaration,  in  all  cafes 
relating  to  the  French  or  Englifh  fhips  in  the  Mediter 
ranean.  The  good  effects  of  this  injunction  foon  ap 
peared;  for  twoprizes  taken  by  the  Englifh  having  put 
into  Porto  Ferraro,  the  captains  of  two  French  priva 
teers  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  governor,  alledging, 
that  they  were  captors  of  a  pirate,  and  requefting  that 
they  might  be  obliged  to  put  to  fea;  but  the  governor 
prudently  replied,  That  as  they  came  in  under  Eng 
lifh  colour?,  he  would  protect  them  ;  and  forbade  the 
privateers,  at  their  peri),  to  commit  any  violence. 
They,  however,  little  regarding  the  governor's  orders, 
prepared  for  failing,  and  lent  their  boats  to  cut  out  one 
of  the  prizes.  The  captain  firins:  at  their  boats,  killed 
one  of  their  men,  which  alarming  the  centinels,  notice 
was  fent  to  the  governor  ;  and  he,  in  confequence,  or 
dered  the  two  privateers  immediately  to  depart. 

The  conduct  of  the  Dutch  was  rather  cautious  than 
fpirited.  Whilft  his  Pruffian  maj  .fty  was  employed  on- 
the  fide  of  Bohemia  and  Saxony,  the  French  auxiliaries 
began  their  march  to  harafs  his  defencelefs  territories 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Low  Countries.  A  free 
paflage  was  demanded  of  the  ftates-general  through 
Namur  and  Maeftricht,  for  the  provifions,  ammuni 
tion,  and  artillery  belonging;  to  this  new  army ;  and 
though  the  Eu^lifh  'ambafiador  remonflrated  againft 
their  compliance,  and  reprefented  it  as  a  breach  of  the 
neutrality  their  high  mightinefles  declared  they  would 
obferve,  yet,  after  fome  hefitation,  the  demand  was 
granted  ;  and  their  inability  to  prevent  the  pafFage  of 
the  French  troops,  fhould  it  be  attempted  by  force 
pleaded  in  exctifs  of  their  conduct. 
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Scarce  had   the   French  army,    commanded    by  the  CHAP. 
prince  de  Soubife,  fet  foot  in  the  territories  of  Juliers       VI1' 
and  Cologn,  when  they  found   themfelves  in  pofFefllon 
of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  and  the  county  of  Mark,  where  _ 
all  things   were  left  open  to  them,  the  Pruflians,  who  the  Fuench 
evacuated  tbeir  pofts,  taking  their  route  along  the  river  m  Germ;i- 
Lippe,  in  order   to  jom  fome  regiments  from  Magde-  "' 
bourg,  who  were  fent  to  facilitate  their  retreat.     The 
diftreffed  inhabitants,  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  war 
from  an  unprovoked  enemy,  were  inftantly  ordered  to 
furnifh   contributions,    forage,  and  provifions,    for  the 
ufe  of  their  invaders  ;    and,  what  was  ftill  more  terri 
fying  to   them,  the  partizan  Fffcher,   whofe  cruelties, 
the  laft  war,  they   ftill   remembered  with  horror,  was 
again  let   loofe  upon  them  by   the  inhumanity  of  the 
emprefs-queen.      Wefel  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  French  :  Emmerick  and   Mafeyk   foon-  fhared   the 
fame  fate  ;  and  the  city  of  Gueldres  was  bsiieged,  the 
Pruflians  feeming  refolved  to  defend  this  laft  place  ;  to 
which  end  they  opened  the  fluices,  and  laid  the  country 
round  under  water.     Thofe  who  retreated,   filing;    off 
to  the  north- weft  of  Paderborn,  entered  the  county  of 
Ritberg,  the  property  of  count  Kaunitz  Ritberg,  great 
chancellor   to  the    emprefs-queen.     After   taking    his 
caftle,  in  which   they  found   thirty  pieces  of  cannon, 
they  raifed  contributions  in  the  diftri6l,  to  the  amount 
of  forty  thoufand   crowns.     As  the  Pruffians  'retired, 
the  French  took  poflefiion  of  the  country  they -quitted 
in  the  name  of  the   emprefs-queen,    whofe  commifTary 
attended  them  for  that  "purpofe.     The  general  rendez 
vous  of  thefe    troops,  under    prince.  Soubife,  was  ap 
pointed  at  Netifs,  in  the  electorate  of  Cologn,  where  a 
large  body  of  French  were  aflembled  by  the    firft   of 
April.    'The  Auftrians,  in  their  turn,    were- not  idle. 
Marfhal  Brown  vifited  the  fortifications  of  Brinn  and 
Koninfgratz,  reviewed  the  army  of  the  late  prince  Pi- 
colomini,  now  under  the  command   of 'general  Serbel- 
loni  ;  and  put  his  own  army  in  march    for  Koftlitz  on 
the  Elbe,  where  he  propofed  to  eftablifti  his  head-quar 
ters. 

During  the'  recefs  of  the  armies,  while    the  rigours  Emprefs  of 
of  winter  forced  them  to  fufpend   their  hoftile    opera-  Ruifia  d«- 
tions,    and    the  greateft   preparations  were  making  to  ^"esft 
open  the  campaign  with  all  poflible  vigour,  count  Bef-  £ns  Of 
ti'cheff,  great  chancellor  of  Ruflia,  wrote  a  circular  let-  Pruffia. 
ter  to   the   primate,  fenators,  and   minifters  of  the  re 
public  of  Poland,  fetting  forth,  "  That  the  emprefs  of 
VOL.     III.  X 
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BOOK  Ruflla  was  extremely  affecled  with  the  king  of  Poland's 
<J  «^J  ci''-"t'"e^'  whid1  (he  thought  could  not  but  excite  the 
^*"V<W^  companion  of  all  other  powers,  but  more  efpecially  of 
I757'  his  allies  :  That  the  fatal  confequences  which  might 
refult  from  the  rafh  ftep  taken  by  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
not  only  with  refpedl  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  in 
general,  but  of  each  power  in  particular,  and  more 
efpecially  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  fo  evi 
dent,  that  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  the  feveral  princes 
rendered  it  abfolutely  neceflary  they  Should  make  it  a 
common  caufe  ;  not  only  to  obtain  proper  fatisfa&ion 
for  thofe  courts  whofe  dominions  had  been  fo  unjuflly 
attacked,  but  likewife  to  prefcribe  fuch  bounds  to  the 
king  of  Prufiia  as  might  fecure  them  from  any  future 
apprehenfions  from  fo  enterprizing  and  reftlefs  a  neigh 
bour  :  That  with  this  view,  the  emprefs  was  determin 
ed  to  aflift  the  king  of  Poland  with  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops,  which  were  actually  upon  their  march*,  un 
der  the  command  of  general  Apraxin  ;  and  that,  as 
there  would  be  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  their  marching 
through  part  of  the  territories  of  Poland,  her  imperial 
majefty  hoped  the  republic  would  not  fail  to  facilitate 
their  march  as  much  as  poffible."  She  further  recom 
mended  to  the  republic,  to  make  forne  falutary  meafures 
for  fruftrating  the  defigns  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and 
reftoring  harmony  among  themfelves,  as  the  moft  con 
ducive  meafure  to  thefe  good  purpofes.  In  this,  how 
ever,  the  Poles  were  fo  far  from  following  her  advice, 
that,  though  fure  of  being  facrificed  in  this  conteft, 
which  fide  foever  prevailed,  they  divided  into  parties, 
with  no  lefs  zeal,  than  if  they  had  as  much  to  hope 
from  the  prevalence  of  one  fide,  as  to  fear  from  that  of 
the  other.  Some  of  the  Palatines  were  for  denying  a 
pafiage  to  the  Ruffians,  and  others  were  for  affording 
them  the  utmoft  affiftance  in  their  power.  With  this 
caufe  of  contention,  others  of  a  more  private  nature 
fatally  ccucurred,  by  means  of  a  mifunderftanding  be 
tween  the  prince  Czartorinfki  and  count  Mnifnec.  Al- 
moft  every  inhabitant  of  Warfavv  was  involved  in  the 
quarrel  ;  and  the  violence  of  thefe  factions  was  fo 
great,  that  fcarce  a  night  paffed  without  bloodfhed, 
many  dead  bodies,  chiefly  Saxons,  being  found  in  the 
ftreets  every  morning. 


*  This  letter  was  written  in  December  ;   and  the  JlufSans, 
(Wired  bvfore,  began  their  march  in  November, 


as  we  ok- 
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In  the  mean  time,  Great  Britain,  unfettled  in  her  C  HA  P. 
miniftry  and  councils  at  home,  unfuccefsful  in  her  at 
tempts  abroad,  judging  peace,  if  it  could  be  obtained 
on  juft  and  honourable  terms,  more  eligible  than  a 
continental  war,  propofed  fevcral  expedients  to  the  em- 
prefs-queen  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  Germany; 
but  her  anfwer  was,  "  That,  whenever  fhe  perceived 
that  the  expedients  propofed  would  indemnify  her  for 
the  extraordinary  expences  fhe  had  incurred  in  her  own 
defence,  repair  the  heavy  loffes  fuftained  by  her  ally 
the  king  of  Poland,  and  afford  a  proper  fecurity  for 
their  future  fafety,  fhe  would  be  ready  to  give  the  fame 
proofs  fhe  had  always  given  of  her  defire  to  reftore 
peace  ;  but  it  could  not  be  expected  fhe  fhould  liften  to 
expedients,  of  which  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  reap 
the  whole  advantage,  after  having  begun  the  war,  and 
wafted  the  dominions  of  a  prince,  who  relied  for  his 
fecurity  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  harmony  between  them."  Upon  the  receipt  of 
this  anfwer,  the  court  of  London  made  feveral  propo- 
fals  to  the  czarina,  to  interpofe  as  mediatrix  between 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  but  they  were  rejected 
with  marks  of  difpleafure  and  refentment.  When  fir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  the  Britifh  ambaflador, 
continued  to  urge  his  felicitations  very  ftrongly,  and 
even  with  fome  hints  of  menaces,  an  anfwer  was  deli 
vered  to  him,  by  ordsr  of  the  emprefs,  purporting, 
"  That  her  imperial  majefty  was  aftonifhed  at  his  de 
mand,  after  he  had  already  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  meafures  fhe  had  taken  to  effect:  a  reconciliation 
between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin.  He  might 
eafily  conceive,  as  matters  were  then  fituated,  that 
the  earneftnefs  with  which  he  now  urged  the  fame  pro- 
pofition  muft  necefTarily  furprize  her  imperial  majefty, 
as  it  fhowed  but  little  regard  to  her  former  declaration. 
The  emprefs,  therefore,  commanded  his  excellency  to 
be  told,  that  as  her  intentions  contained  in  her  firft  ar.- 
fwer  remained  abfolutely  invariable,  no  ulterior  propo- 
fitions  for  a  mediation  would  be  liftened  to;  and  that 
as  for  the  menaces  made  ufe  of  by  his  excellency,  and 
particularly,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  himfelf  would 
foon  attack  the  Ruffian  army,  fuch  threats  ferved  only 
to  weaken  the  ambaffador's  propofals  ;  to  confirm  ftill 
more,  were  it  poffible,  the  emprefs  in  her  refolutions  ; 
to  juftify  them  to  the  whole  world,  and  to  render  the 
king  of  Pruffia  more  blamable." 
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BOOK  The  fe.ifon  now  drawing  on,  in  which  the  troops  of 
the  contending  powers  would  be  able  to  take  the  field, 
an  !  the  alarming  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  being  hap- 


,,.1757'      pilv  fbpped,  his  Prufiian  maiefty,  whole  maxim  it   has 

Vigorous       r,   -^          Vr  i       r  X  e  /rui 

condud  of  always  been  to  keep  the  feat  of  war  as  far  as  poHible 
the  king  of  from  his  own  dominions,  refolved  to  carry  it  into  Bohe- 
Pruffia.  mja^  ^n(j  tnere  to  attack  the-Auftrians^  on  all  fides.  To 
this  end  he  ordered  his  armies  in  Saxony,  Mifni?.,  Lu- 
fatia,  and  Silefia  to  enter  Bohemia  in  four  different  and 
oppofite  places,  nearly"  at  the  fame  time.  The  firft  of 
thefb  he  commanded  in  perfon,  afliiled  by  marefchal 
Keith  ;  the  fecond  was  led  by  prince  Maurice  of  An- 
halt-DeiTau,  the  third  by  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wick-Bevern,  and  the  fourth  by  marefchal  Scbwerin. 
Inconfequence  of  this  plan,  marefchal  Schwerin's  army 
entered  Bohemia  on  the  i8th  of  April,  in  five  columns, 
at  as  many  different  places.  The  defign  was  fo  well 
.  .concerted,  that  the  Aurtrians  had  not  the  leaft  fufpiciou 
of  their  approach  till  they  were  pad  the  frontiers,  and 
then  they  filled  the  dangerous  defile  of  Gulder-Oelfe 
with  pandours,  to  di  fpute  that  pafiage  ;  but  they  were 
no  fooner  difcovered  than  two  battalions  of  Piuffian 
grenadiers  attacked  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
routed  them.  The  prince  of  Anhalt  palled  the  fron 
tiers  from  Alifnia,  and  penetrated  into  Bohemia  on  the 
2ift  of  April  without  any  refinance.  The  prince  of 
Bevern,  on  the  20th  cf  the  fame  month,  having  march 
ed  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  the  army,  which  was  in 
Lufatia,  from  the  quarters  of  cantonment  near  Zittau, 
poffefTed  himfelf  immediately  of  the  firft  port  on  the 
frontier  of  Bohemia,  at  Krottau  and  Grafcnftein  with 
out  the  lofs  of  a  tingle  man  ;  drove  away  the  enemy 
the  fame  day  fio'n  Kratzen,  and  proceeded  to  Machen- 
Bsuleof  dorf,  near  Reichenberg.  The  fame  morning  Putkam- 
mer's  huflars  who  formed  part  of  a  corps,  commanded 
by  a  colonel  and  major,  routed  fome  hundreds  of  the 
enemy's  cuiraffiers,  ported  before  Cohlin,  under  the 
conduct  of  prince  Lichtenfkin,  took  three  officers  and 
upwards  of  lixty  horfe  prifoners,  and  fo  difperftd  the 
reft  thr.t  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  raHy  near  Kratzen. 
Night  coming  on  obliged  the  troops  to  remain  in  the 
open  air  till  the  next  morning,  when,  at  break  of  day, 
the  Pi  uflians  marched  in  two  columns  by  Habendorf, 
towards  the  enemy's  army,  amounting  to  twenty-eight 
thoufami  men>  commanded  by  count  Koni^few,  and 
ported  near  Reichenberg.  As  foon  as  the  troops  were 
formed  they  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
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drawn  up  in  three  lines  of  about  thirty  fquadrons.  The  CHAP, 
two  wings  were  fuftained  by  the  infantry  which  was  vn 
ported  among  felled  trees  and  entrenchments.  The  Pi  uf- 
fians  immediately  cannonaded  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who 
received  it  with  refolution,  having  on  their  right  hand  a 
village,  and  on  their  left  a  wood,  where  they  had  en 
trenched  themfelves.  But  the  prince  of  Bevern  hav 
ing  caufed  fifteen  fquadrons  of  dragoons  of  the  fecorid 
line  to  advance,  and  the  wood  on  his  right  to  be  at 
tacked  at  the  fame  time  by  the  battalions  of  grenadiers 
of  Kahlden  and  of  Moellendorf,  and  by  the  regiment 
of  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  his  dragoons,  who  by  clear 
ing  the  ground,  and  poffefiing  the  entrenchments,  had 
their  flanks  covered,  entirely  routed  the  enemy's  ca 
valry.  In  the  mean  time  colonel  Putkammer  andvma- 
jor  Schenfcld,  with  their  huflars,  though  flanked  by 
the  enemy's  artillery,  gave  the  Auftrian  horfe-grena- 
diers  a  very  warm  reception,  whilft  general  Leftewitz, 
with  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruffians,  attacked  the  re 
doubts  that  covered  Reichenberg.  Though  there  were 
many  defiles  and  rifing  grounds  to  pafs,  all  occupied 
by  the  Auftrians,  yet  the  regiment  of  Darmftadt  for 
ced  the  redoubt,  and  put  to  flight  and  purfued  the  ene 
my,  after  fome  difcharge  of  their  artillery  and  fmall 
arms,  from  one  eminence  to  another,  for  the  diftance 
of  a  mile,  when  they  left  off  the  purfuit.  The  aition  The  Au- 
began  at  half  an  hour  after  fix,  and  continued  till  ele-  ftrians  de- 
veh.  About  onethoufand  of  the  Auftrians  were  killed  feated' 
and  wounded  ;  among  the  former  were  general  Porpo- 
rati  and  count  Hohenfelds  ;  and  among  the  latter  prince 
Lichtenftein  and  count  Mansfield.  Twenty  of  their 
officers,  and  four  hundred  foldiers,  were  taken  prifon- 
ers,  and  they  alfo  loft  three  ftandards.  On  the  fide  of 
the  Pruffians  leven  fubal terns,  and  about  an  hundred 
men  were  killed,  and  fixteen  officers,  and  an  hundred 
and  fifty  men  wounded.  After  this  battle  marefchal 
Schwerin  joined  the  prince  of  Bevern,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  circle  of  Buntzlau, 
and  took  a  coniiderable  magazine  from  the  Auftrians, 
whom  he  diflodged.  The  prince  of  Anhalt-DefTau, 
with  his  corps,  drew  near  the  king  of  Pruifia's  ar 
my,  then  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as  Budin,  from 
whence  the  Auftrians,  who  had  an  advatageous  camp 
there,  retired  to  Weftwarn,  half  way  between 
Budin  and  Prague  ;  and  his  Pruffian  majefty  having 
palled  the  Egra,  his  army,  and  that  of  marefchal 
Schwerin,  were  fo  fituated  as  to  be  able  to  aft  jointly. 
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BOOK.  Thefe  advantages  were  but  the  prelude  to  a  much 
11  ••  more  decifive  victory,  which  the  kinghimfelf  gained  a 

^""V"**^  few  days  after.  Preparing  to  enter  Bohemia,  at  a  diftance 
*757-  from  any  of  the  corps  commanded  by  his  generals,  he 
made  a  movement  as  it  he  had  intended  to  march  towards 
Egra.  The  enemy,  deceived  by  this  feint,  and  imagi 
ning  he  was  going  to  execute  fome  defign,  diftindt 
frQm  the  object  of  other  armies,  detached  a  body  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  obferve  his  motions  ;  then  he 
made  afudden  and  mafterly  movement  to  the  left,  by 
which  he  cut  off  all  communication  between  that  de 
tachment  and  the  main  army  af  the  Auftrians,  which, 
having  been  reinforced  by  the  armv  of  Moravia,  by  the 
remains  of  the  corps  lately  defeated  by  the  duke  of  Be- 

Battle  of      vern,  and  by  feveral  regiments  of  the  garrifon  of  Prague, 

Prague.  amounted  to  near  a  hundred  thoufand  men.  They  were 
ftrongly  entrenched  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldaw,  to 
the  north  ot  Prague  in  a  camp  fo  fortified  by  every  ad 
vantage  of  nature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to 
be  deemed  almolt  impregnable.  The  left  wing  of  the 
Aaftrians,  thus  lltuated,  was>  guarded  by  the  mountains 
of  Zifcka,  and  the  right  extended  as  far  as  Herboholi. 
Prince  Cha.lcs  of  Lorraine,  and  Marefchal  Brown,  who 
commanded  them,  feemed  determined  to  maintain  this 
advantageous  poft  ;  but  the  king  of  Pruflia  overlooked 
all  difficulties.  Having  thrown  feveral  bridges  over  the 
Moldaw,  on  the  5th  of  May,  he  palled  that  river  in  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  leav 
ing  the  reit  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  the 
prince  of  Anhalt-Deilau  ;  and  being  immediately  joined 
by  the  troops  under  Marefchal  Schwcrin  and  the  prince 
ot  Bevern,  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  fame 
day.  In  conflquence  of  his  refolution,  his  army  filed 
off  on  the  left  by  Potfchernitz  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
count  Brown  wheeled  to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flank 
ed.  The  Pruflians  continued  their  march  to  Bichwitz, 
traverfing  feveral  defiles  and  morality,  which  for  a  little 
time  feparated  the  infantry  from  the  reft  of  the  army. 
The  foot  began  the  attack  too  precipitately,  and  were  at 
nrft  repuhed,  but  they  foon  recovered  themfelves.  While 
the  king  of  Pruflia  took  the  enemy  in  flank,  Marefchal 
Schwcrin  advanced  to  a  marfhy  ground,  which  fudden- 
ly  flapping  his  army,  threatened  to  difconcert  the  whole 
plan  of  operation,  in  this  emergency,  he  immediately 
difinounted,  and  taking  the  ftandartl  of  the  regiment  in 
his  hand,  boldly  entered  the  morafs,  crying  out,  u  Let 
"  all  brave  Pruiiians  follow  me."  InfpireU  by  the  ex 
ample  of  this  great  commander,  now  eighty-two  years 
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of  age,  all  the  troops   prefled    forward,    and  though  he  c  HA  P 

was^unfortunately  killed  by  the  firft  fire,  their  ardour  a-  , '  t 

bated  not  till  they  had  totally  defeated  the  enemy.  Thus 


fell  Marefchal  Schwerin,  loaded  with  years  and   glory,      *757 
an  officer  whofe  fuperior  talents    in  the  military  art  had 
been  difplayed  in  a  longcourfe  of  faithful  fervice.     In 
the  mean  time,  the    Pruffian  infantry,  which  had  been 
feparated  in  the  march,  forming  themfelves  afrefh,   re 
newed  the  attack  on  the    enemy's    right,    and    entirely 
broke  it,  while  their  cavalry,   after  three    charges,  o- 
bliged  that  of  the  Auftrians  to  retire  in  great  confufion, 
the  centre  being  at  the  fame  time  totally  routed.     The 
left  wing  of  the  Pruflians  then  marched  immediately  to 
wards  Michely,  and  being  there  joined  by    the  horfe, 
renewed  their  attack,  while  the  enemy  were  retreating 
haftily  towards  Safzawar.     Mean  while,  the  troops  on 
the  right  of  the  Pruffian  army  attacked  the    remains  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  Auftiians,  and  made  themfeles  ma- 
fters  of  three  batteries.   But  the  behaviour  of  the  infan 
try  in  the  laft  attack  was  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  leave    little 
room  for  this  part  of    the  cavalry  to  act  ;  prince  Henry 
of    Pruffia,     and     the  prince   of     Bevern    fignalized 
themfelves  on  this  occafion  in  ftorming  two   batteries  ; 
prince    Ferdinand  ofBrunfwick   took  the  left    wing  of 
the   Auftrians  in  flank,  while  the  king  with  his  left  and  a 
body  of  cavalry,  fecured  the  paffage  of  Moldaw.    Tn  fhort 
after  a  very  long  and  obftinate  engagement,  and  many 
fignal  examples  of  valour  on  both  fides,    the    Auftrians  ftri,ns  de- 
were  forces  to  abandon  the  field  of  battle,  leaving  behind  feated. 
fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  all  their  tents,  baggage,    mili 
tary  cheft,  and,  in  a   word,    their   whole    camp.  The 
weight  of  the  battle  fell  upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Au 
ftrians,  the  remains  of  which,  to   the  amount     of  ten 
or  twelve  thoufand  men,  fled  towards  Benefchau,  where 
they  afterwards  aflembled  under  M.  Prctlach,    general 
of  horfe.     The  infantry  retired  towards   Prague,   and 
threw  themfelves  into  that  city,  with  their  commanders 
prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  marefchal  Brown,    but 
they  were  much  harafled  in  their  retreat  by   a   detach 
ment  of  the  Pruffians  under    marefchal    Keith.      The 
Prullians  took,  on  this  occafion,  ten  ftandards,  and  up 
wards  of  four  thoufand  prifoners,  thirty  of  whom  were 
officers  of  rank.     Their  lofs  amounted    to    about   two 
thoufand  five  hundred  killed,  and  about  three  thoufand 
wounded.     Among  the  former  were  general    d'Amftel, 
the   prince   of   Holftein-Beck,     the     colonels  Goltze 
and    Manftein,  and     lieutenant    colonel  Roke.         A- 
mong  the    latter,    the  generals    Wenterfield,  De  la 
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BOOK    Mothe,  Fcuquc,  Hautcharmoy,  Blankenfee,  and    Plct- 
tenherg.  ,  The  number  of  the  killed    and    wounded  on 

^*"Y"*^  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians  was  much  greater.  Among 
•  *757-  thefe  laft  was  marefchal  Brown,  who  received  a  wound, 
which,  from  the  chagrin  he  fuffered,  rather  than  from 
its  own  nature,  proved  mortal.  The  day  after  the 
battle,  colonel  Meyer  was  detached  with  a  battalion  of 
Pru/fianpandours,  and  fouV  hundred  buffers,  to  deftroy 
a..very  confiderable  and  valuable  magazine  of  the  Au- 
ftrians  at  Pilfen,  and  this  fervicehe  performed.  He  alfo 
completed  the  deftruftionof  feveral  others  of  lefs  impor 
tance,  by  the  lofs  of  which,  however,  all  pofiibility  of 
fubfiftence  was  cut  of  from  any  Succours  the  Auftrians 
mi ght  have  expected  from  the  empire. 

Prague  be-       T"ne    Pruffians,  following    their  blow,  immediately 

f:<gcd.  inverted  Prague  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  the  king 
commanding  on  one  fide,  and  marefchal  Keith  on  the 
other.  In  four  days  the  whole  city  was  furrounded  with 
lines  and  entrenchments,  by  which  all  communication 
from  without  was  entirely  cut  off:  Prince  Charles  of 
Lorraine  and  marefchal  Brown,  the  two  :princes  of 
Saxony,  the  prince  of  Moderia,  the  duke  d'Aremberg, 
count  Lacy,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  great  diftinc- 
tion  were  fhut  up  within  the  walls,  together  with  a- 
bove  twenty  thoufand  of  the  Auftrian  army,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  Prague  after  their  defeat.  Every  thing 
continued  quiet  on  both  fides,  fcarce  a  cannon  ihot  be 
ing  fired  by  either  for  fome  time  after  this  blockade 
was  formed;  and  in  the  mean  while  the  P ruffians  made 
themf^jves  matters  of  Czifcaberg,  an  emi-nence  which 
commands  the  town,  where  the  Auftrians  had  a  ftrong 
redoubt,  continuing  likewife  to  ftrengtben  their  works. 
Already  they  had  made  a  faily,  and  taken  fome  other 
ineffectual  fteps  to  recover  this  poft,  but  a  more  deci- 
five  ftroke  was  necefTary.  Accordingly,  a  defign  was 
formed  of  attacking  the  Prufuan  army,  in  the  night 
with  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  to  be  fuftained 
by  all  the  grenadiers,  volunteers,  pandours,  and  Hun 
garian  infantry.  In  cafe  an  impreffion  could  be  made 
on  the  king's  lines,  it  was  intended,  to  open  a  way, 
fvvord  in  hand,  through  the  camp  of  the  befiegers,  and 
to  eafe  Prague  of  the  multitude  of  forces  locked  up 
uft-lefs  v.'itlvn  the  walls,  ferving  only  to  cojifume  the 
provifions  of  the  carrifon,  and  haflen  the  furrender  of 
the  plac'-.  Happily  a  deierter  gave  the  prince  of  Pruf- 
fia  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  defign  about  eleven 
.  o'clock  at  nia;ht.  Proper  meafures  were  immediately  ta 
ken  for  their  reception,  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of 
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an  hour  the  whole  army  was  under  arms.  This  de-  C  H  fi  P. 
fign  was  conduced  with  fo  much  filence,  that  though  VI1 
the  Pruflians  were  warned  of  it  they  could  difcover  no- 
thing  before  the  enemy  had  charged  their  advanced 
ports.  The  attack  was  begun  on  the  fide  of  the  lit- 
t!e  town,  againft  marefchal  Keith's  camp,  and  the  kft 
wing  of  the  Pruffian  army  encamped  on  the  Moldaw. 
From  hence  it  is  probable  the  Auftrians  propofcd  not 
only  to  d  (troy  the  batteries  that  were  raifing,  but  to 
attack  the  bridges  of  communication  which  the  Prufli- 
ans  threw  over  the  M;>ldaw,  at  about  a  quarter  of  a 
German  mile  above  and  below  Prague,  at  Branick 
and  Podbaba.  The  greateft  alarm  began  about  two 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy  hoped  to  have  come  filently 
and  unexpectedly  upon  the  miners,  but  they  had  left 
work  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before.  At  the  re- 
porfrof  the  firft  piece  which  they  fired,  the  piquet  of 
the  third  battalion  of  Pruffian  guards,  to  the  number 
of  an  hundred  men,  who  marched  out  of  the  camp  to 
fudain  the  body  which  covered  the  works,  was  thrown 
into  fome  confufton  from  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
which  prevented  their  diftinguifhing  the  Auftrian  troops 
from  their  own.  Lieutenant  Jork,  detached  with  two 
platoons  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  attempting  to  dif 
cover  their  difpofition  by  kindling  a  fire,  captain 
Rodig,  by  the  light  of  this  fire,  perceiving  the 
enemy's  fituation,  immediately  formed  the  defi^n  of 
falling  upon  them  in  flank,  and  gave  orders  to  his  men. 
to  fire  in  platoons,  which  they  performed,  mutually 
repeating  the  fignal  given  by  their  commander.  The 
enemy  fled  with  the  greater  precipitation,  as  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  weaknefsof  the  piquet,  and  as  the  fhout- 
ing  of  the  Pruflian  foldiers  made  them  miftake  it  for  a 
numerous  body.  Many  of  them  deferted,  many  took 
fh,.lter  in  Prague,  and  many  more  were  driven  into 
the  river  and  drowned.  At  the  fame  time  this  attack 
began,  a  regiment  of  horfe-grenadiers  fell  upon  a  re 
doubt  which  the  Prufiians  had  thrown  up,  fupported 
by  the  Hungarian  infantry  :  They  returned  three  times 
to  the  affiult,  and  were  as  often  beat  back  by  the  Pruf- 
fians,  whom  they  found  itimpoffible  todiflodge;  though 
prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick's  battalion,  which 
guarded  this  pod,  fuffcred  extremely.  During  this 
attack  the  enemy  kept  an  inccfTant  fire  with  their  muf- 
quetry  upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Pruflians,  from  the 
convent  of  St.  Margaret  "to  the  river.  At  three  in  the 
morning  the  Prufnans  quitted  their  camp  to  engage 
VOL  JH.  Y 


1 62  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

B  °m  K  the  enemy-  The  battalion  of  Pannewitz  attacked  a 
<^__j  building  called  the  red-houfe,  fituated  at  the  bottom 
^^[^  of  a  declivity  before  Wellaftowitz.  The  pandour?, 
who  had  taken  pofleffion  of  this  houfe,  fired  upon  them 
inceflantly  from  all  the  doors  and  windows  until  they 
were  diflodged;  and  the  Pruffian  battalions  were  obli 
ged  to  luftain  the  fire  both  of  cannon  and  mufquetry 
for  above  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to  the 
city,  except  the  pandours,  who  again  took  pofleflion  of 
the  red-houfe,  which  the  Pruflians  were  forced  to  a- 
bandon,  becaufe  the  artillery  of  Prague  kept  a  conti 
nual  fire  upon  it  from  the  moment  it  was  known  to  be 
in  their  hands.  The  Auftrians  left  behind  them  many 
dead  and  wounded,  befides  deferters  ;  and  the  Pruflians, 
notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  feveral  officers  and  private 
men,  made  fome  prifoners.  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  king 
of  Pruflia's  youngeft  brother,  had  a  horfe  killed  under 
him,  and  was  flightly  wounded  in  the  face. 

The  city  Th?,  Pruffian  works  being  completed,  and  heavy  ar- 
aftesbv  tillery  arrived,  four  batteries,  creeled  on  the  banks  of 
bombs,  &c.  the  Moldaw,  began  to  play  with  great  fury.  Near 
three  hundred  bombs,  bendes  an  infinity  of  ignited 
balls,  were  thrown  into  the  city  in  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  fcene  was  lamentable,  houfes,  men, 
and  horfes  wrapped  in  flames,  and  reduced  to  afhes. 
The  confufion  within,  together  with  the  want  of  pro 
per  artillery  and  ammunition,  obliged  the  Auftrians  to 
ceafe  firing,  and  furnifhed  his  Pruflian  majefty  with  all 
the  opportunity  he  could  wifh,  of  pouring  deftrudtion 
upon  this  unfortunate  city.  The  horrors  of  war  feemed 
to  have  extinguiftied  the  principles  of  humanity.  No 
regard  was  paid  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
Auftrians  obftinately  maintained  pofleffion,  and  the 
Pruflians  praclifed  every  ftratagem,  every  barbarous  re- 
fentrnent  that  conftitutes  the  military  art  to  oblige  them 
to  capitulate.  After  the  conflagration  had  lafted  three 
days,  and  confumed  a  prodigious  number  of  buildings, 
the  principal  inhabitants,  burghers,  and  clergy,  per 
ceiving  their  city  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  rubbifh,  befought  the  commander,  in  a  body, 
to  hearken  to  terms,  but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
pity,  and,  inftead  of  being  moved  with  their  fupplica- 
tions,  drove  out  twelve  thoufand  perfons,  the  leaft  ufe- 
ful  in  defending  the  city.  Thefe,  by  order  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  were  again  forced  back,  which  foon 
produced  fo  great  fcarcity  of  provifion  within  the  walls, 
that  the  Auftrians  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  eat- 
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ing  horfe-flefh,  forty  harfes  being  daily  diftributed  to  C  H  A  P. 
the  troops,  and  the  fame  food  fold  at  fourpence  a  pound       Vil- 
to   the  inhabitants.     However,  as  there  (till  remained  *Of^ 
great  abundance  of  corn,  they    were  far  from  being       I7i7- 
brought   to   the    laft  extremity.     Two   vigorous  and 
well  conducted  fallies  were  made,  but  they  proved  un- 
fuccefsful.     The  only   advantage  refulting;  from  them 
was  the  perpetual  alarm  in  which  they  kept  the  Pruf- 
fian  camp,  and  the  vigilance  required  to  guard  againft 
the  attacks  of  a  numerous,  refolute,  and  defperate  gar- 
rifon. 

Whatever  difficulties  might  have  attended  the  con- 
queft  of  Prague,  certain  it  is  that  the  affairs  of  the  em- 
prefs-queen  were  in  the  moft  critical  and  defperate  fi- 
tuation.  Her  grand  army  difperfed  in  parties,  and 
flying  for  fubfiftence  in  fmall  corps;  their  princes  and 
commanders  cooped  up  in  Prague;  that  capital  in  im 
minent  danger  of  being  taken,  the  flourifhing  kingdom 
of  Bohemia  ready  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  conquer 
or  ;  a  considerable  army  on  the  point  of  furrendering 
prifoners  of  war  ;  all  the  queen's  hereditary  dominions 
open  and  expofed  ;  the  whole  fertile  tra<5r.  of  country 
from  Eijra  to  the  Aloldaw  in  actual  pofleffion  of  the 
Pruffians  ;  the  diftance  to  the  archduchy  of  Auftria  not 
very confiderable,  and  fecured  only  by  the  Danube; 
Vienna  under  the  utmoft  apprehenfions  of  a  fiege,  and 
the  Imperial  family  ready  to  take  refuge  in  Hungary; 
the  Pruifian  forces  deemed  invincible,  and  the  fanguine 
friends  of  that  monarch  already  fharing  with  him,  in 
imagination,  the  fpoils  of  the  ancient  and  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Auftria.  Such  was  the  afpe£t  of  affairs,  and 
fuch  the  difficulties  to  be  combated,  when  Leopold, 
count  Daun,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Auftrian  forces,  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  difgrace,  and 
turn  the  fortune  of  the  war.  This  general,  tutored  by 
long  experience  under  the  belt  officers  of  Europe,  and 
the  particular  favourite  of  the  great  Kevenhuller,  was 
now,  for  the  firft  time  raifed  to  a£t  in  chief,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  on  which  depended  the  fate  of  Au 
ftria  and  the  empire.  Born  of  a  noble  family,  he  relied 
folely  upon  his  own  merit,  without  foliciting  court  fa 
vour;  he  afpired  after  the  higheft  preferment,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  mere  dint  of  fuperior  worth.  His  progrefs 
from  the  ftation  of  a  fubaltcrn  was  flow  and  filent : 
His  promotion  to  the  chief  command  was  received 
with  univerfal  efteem  and  applaufe.  Cautious,  fteacly, 
penetrating,  and  fagacious,  he  was  oppofed  as  another  Fa- 
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BOOK  bius  to  the  modern  Hannibal,  to  check  the  fire  and  vi 
gour  of  that   monarch    by  prudent  forefight  and  wary 

^*~Y**J  circumfpeCYion.  Arriving  at  Boemifchbrod,  within  a 
'757-  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day  after  the  1  ate  defeat,  he 
halted  to  collect  the  fugitive  corps  and  broken  remains 
of  the  Auftnan  army,  and  foon  drew  together  a  force  fo 
confiderable  as  to  attra6t  the  notice  of  his  Prufllan 
majefty,  whodetnched  the  prince  of  Bevern,  with  twen 
ty  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons  to  attack  him  before 
numbers  fhould  render  him  formidable.  Daun  was  too 
prudent  to  give  battle  with  difpirited  troops  to  an  ar 
my  flulhed  with  victory.  He  retired  on  thefirft  advice 
that  the  P ruffians  were  advancing,  and  took  poft  at 
Kolin,  where  he  entrenched  himfjf  ftrongly,  opened 
the  way  for  the  daily  fupply  of  recruits  fent  to  his  ar 
my,  and  infpired  the  garrifon  of  Prague  with  frefh 
courage,  in  expectation  of  being  foon  relieved.  Here 
he  kept  clofe  within  his  camp,  divided  the  Pruffian 
force,  by  obliging  the  king  to  employ  near  half  his  ar 
my  in  watching  his  defigns,  weakened  his  efforts  a- 
gainft  Prague,  harafleci  the  enemy  by  cutting  off  their 
convoys,  and  reftored,  by  degrees,  the  languifhing  and 
almoft  defponding  fpirits  of  his  troops.  Perfectly  ac 
quainted  with  the  ardour  and  difcipline  of  the  PiufTian 
forces,  the  enterprifing  and  impetuous  difpofition  of 
that  monarch,  and  fenlible  that  his  fituation  would 
prove  irkfome  and  embarrafling  to  the  enemy,  he  im 
proved  it  to  the  beft  advantage,  feemed  to  forefee  all  the 
confluences,  and  directed  every  meafure  to  produce 
them.  1  hus  he  retarded  the  enemy's  operations,  and 
affiduoufly  avoided  precipitating  an  action  until  the 
Pruflian  vigour  fhould  be  exhaufted,  their  ftrength  im 
paired  by  lofies  and  dcfertion,  the  firlt  fire  and  ardour 
of  their  genius  extinguifhed  by  continual  fatigue  and 
incefTant  alarms,  and  until  the  impreflion  made  on  his 
own  men,  by  the  late  defeat,  fhould,  in  fome  degree, 
be  effaced.  The  event  juftified  Daun's  conduct.  His 
army  grew  every  day  more  numerous,  while  his  Pruf 
fian  majefty  began  to  exprefs  the  utmoft  impatience  at 
the  length  of  the  fiege.  When  that  monarch  firft  in- 
vefted  Prague,  it  was  on  the  prefumption  that  the  nu 
merous  forces  within  the  walls  would,  by  confuming 
all  the  provihon,  oblige  it  to  furrender  in  a  few  days, 
but  perceiving  that  the  Auftrians  had  ftill  a  confidera- 
able  quantity  of  corn,  that  count  Daun's  army  was 
daily  increaiing,  and  would  foon  be  powerful  enough 
not  only  to  cope  with  the  detachment  under  the  prince 
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of  Bevern,  but  in  a  condition  to  raife  the  fiege,  hede-  CHAP. 
termincd  to  give  the  count  battle  with  one  part  of  his  ,        l' 
army,  while  he  kept  Prague  blocked  up  with  the  other.         ir 
The  Auftrians,  amounting  now  to  fixty  thoufand  men,     *?** 
were  deeply   intrenched,  and  defended   by  a  numerous 
train  of  artillery,    placed   on    red  ubts    and    batteries 
creeled  on  the  moft  advantageous  ports.     Every  accef- 
fible  part  of  the  camp  was  fortified  with  lines  and  hea 
vy  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  and  the  foot  of  the  hills 
fecured  by  difficult  defiles.     Yet,  ftrong  as  this  fitua- 
tion  might  appear,  formidable   as   the   Auftrian   forces 
certainly  were,  his  Pruffian  majefty  undertook  to  diflodge 
them  with  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot  not  exceeding  thir 
ty-two  thoufand  men. 

On  the  1 3th  day  June,  the  king  of  Prufiia  quitted 
the  camp  before  Prague,  efcorted  by  a  few  battalions 
and  fquadrons,  with  which  he  joined  the  prince  of  Be 
vern  at  Milkowitz.  Marefchal  Keith,  it  is  faid,  ftre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  this  meafure,  and  advifed  either  rsifing 
the  fiege  entirely,  and  attacking  the  Auftrians  with  the 
united  forces  of  Pruffia,  or  poftponino;  the  attack  on  the 
camp  at  Kolin  until  his  majtfty  fhould  either  gain  pof- 
feffion  of  the  city,  or  fome  attempts  fhould  be  made  to 
oblige  him  to  quit'his  ports.  From  either  meafure  an 
advantage  would  have  refulted.  With  his  whole  army 
he  might  probably  have  defeated  count  Dram,  or  at 
leaft  have  obliged  him  to  retreat.  Had  he  continued 
wiihin  his  lines  at  Prague,  the  Auftrian  general  could 
not  have  conftrained  him  to  raife  the  fiege  without 
lofing  his  own  advantageous  fituation,  and  giving  bat 
tle  upon  terms  nearly  equal.  But  the  king,  elated  with 
fuccefs,  impetuous  in  his  valour,  and  confident  of  the 
fuperiority  of  his  own  troops  in  point  of  difcipline, 
thought  all  refiftance  muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  his 
victorious  arms,  and  yield  to  that  courage  which  had  al 
ready  furmounted  fuch  difficulties,  difregardcd  themare- 
fchal's  fage  council,  and  marched  up  to  the  attack  un 
daunted,  and  even  affured  of  fuccefs.  By  the  eigh-  Battle  of 
teenth,  the  two  armies  were  in  fi2;ht,  and  his  majefty  K-ol'n- 
found  that  count  Daun  had  not  only  fortified  his  camp 
with  all  the  heavy  cannon  of  Olmutz,  but  was  ftrong- 
ly  reinforced  with  troops  from  Moravia  and  Aurtria, 
which  had  joined  him  after  the  king's  departure  from 
Prague.  He  found  the  Auftrians  drawn  up  in  three 
lines  upon  the  high  grounds  between  Genlitz  and  St. 
John  the  Baptiftr  Difficult  as  i£  was  to  approach  their 
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BOOK  fituation,  the  Pruffian  infantry  marched  up  with  firm- 
nefs,  while  fhot  was  poured  like  hail  from  the  enemy's 


batteries,  arid  began  the  attack  about  three  in  the  after- 
*757'  noon.  Theydrove  the  Aurrrians  with  irrefiftible  intre 
pidity  from  two  eminences  fecured  with  heavy  cannon, 
and  two  villages  defended  by  feveral  battalions  ;  but, 
in  attacking  the  third  eminence,  were  flanked  by  the 
Auftrian  cavalry,  by  grape-fhot  poured  from  the  bat 
teries;  and,  after  a  violent  conflict,  and  prodigious  lofs 
of  men,  thrown  into  diforder.  Animated  with  the 
king's  prefence,  they  rallied,  and  returned  with  double 
ardour  to  the  charge,  but  were  a  fecond  time  repulfed. 
Seven  times  fucceffively  did  prince  Ferdinand  renew 
the  attack,  performing  every  duty  of  a  great  general 
and  valiant  foldier,  though  always  with  the  fame  for 
tune.  The  inferiority  of  the  Pruffian  infantry,  the  dif- 
Kingof  advantages  of  ground,  where  the  cavalry  could  not  aft, 
Pruifia  de-  th.e  advantageous  fituation  of  the  enemy,  their  nume 
rous  artillery,  their  entrenchments,  numbers,  and  ob- 
ftinacy,  joined  tothefkill  and  conduct:  of  their  general, 
all  confpired  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  the  Puiffians,  to 
furmount  their  valour,  and  oblige  them  to  retreat. 
The  king  then  made  a  bft  and  furious  effort,  at  the 
head  of  the  cavalry,  on  the  enemy's  left  wing,  but 
with  as  little  fuccefs  as  all  the  former  attacks.  Every 
effort  was  made,  and  every  attempt  was  productive 
only  of  greater  loffes  and  misfortunes.  At  laft,  after 
expofmg  his  perfon  in  the  moft  perilous  fituations,  his 
Pruffian  rmjefty  drew  off  his  forces  from  the  field  of 
battle,  retiring  in  fuch  good  order,  in  fight  of  the  ene 
my,  as  prevented  a  purfuit,  or  the  lofs  of  his  artillery 
and  baggage.  Almoft  all  the  officers  on  either  fide  dif- 
tinguifhed  themielves  ;  and  count  Daun,  whofe  con 
duct  emulated  that  of  his  Pruflian  majefty,  received 
two  flight  wounds,  and  had  a  horfe  killed  under  him. 
The  loffes  of  both  armies  were  very  confiderable  :  On 
that  of  the  Pruffians,  the  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  eight  thoufand  ;  lefs  pernicious,  however,  to  his 
majefty's  caufe  than  the  frequent  defertions,  and  other 
innumerable  ill  confequences  that  enfued. 

When  the  Pruffian  army  arrived    at  Nimburg,    his 

majefty,  leaving  the  command  with  the   prince  of  Be- 

vern,  took   horfe,  and,  efcorted  by  twelve  or  fourteen 

huffars,   fet   out    for    Prague,   where  he  arrived   next 

morning  without  halting,  after  having  been    the  whole 

'esj  preceding  day  on  horft-back.     Immediately  he  a;ave  or- 

raiftd.         ders  for  Tending  off  all  his  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
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baggage  ;  thefe  were  executed  with  fo  much  expedi-  CHAP. 
tion,  that  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  the  army  on  their  .* 
inarch,  before  the  garrifon  were  informed  of  the  king's  i***"**"^ 
defeat.  Thus  determined  the  battle  of  Kolin,  and 
fiege  of  Prague,  in  which  the  acknowledged  errors  of 
his  PruiTian  majefty  were  in  fome  meafure  atoned  by  the 
candour  with  which  he  owned  his  miftake,  both  in  a 
letter  to  the  earl  Marifchal*,  and  in  conversation  with 
feveral  of  his  general  officers.  Moft  people,  indeed, 
imagined  the  king  highly  blamable  for  checking  the 
ardour  of  his  troops,  to  ftop  and  lay  liege  to  Prague. 
They  thought  he  fliould  have  purfued  his  conquefts, 
over-run  Auftria,  Moravia,  and  all  the  hereditary  do 
minions,  from  which  alone  the  emprefs-queen  could 
draw  fpeedy  fuccours.  A  body  of  twenty  or  thirty 
thoufand  men  would  have  blocked  up  Prague,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  Pruflian  forces  might  have  obliged 
the  imperial  family  to  retire  from  Vienna,  and  effec 
tually  prevented  count  Daun  from  aflembling  another 
army.  It  was  univerfally  expected  he  would  have  bent 
his  march  ftraight  to  this  capital,  but  he  dreaded  leav 
ing  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  behind,  and  it  was 
of  great  importance  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  Bo 
hemia.  The  prince  of  Pruflia  marched  all  night  with 
his  corps  to  Nimburg,  where  he  joined  the  prince  of 
Bevern,  and  Marefchal  Keith  retreated  next  day. 
count  Brown,  having  died  before,  of  the  wounds  he 

*  "  The  imperial  grenadiers,  fays  he,  are  an  admirable  corps  :  One 
hundred  companies  defended  a  rifing  ground,  which  my  beft  infantry 
could  not  carry.  Ferdinand,  who  commanded  them,  returned  feven  times 
to  the  charge  ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  firlt  he  maftered  a  battery,  but 
could  not  hold  it.  The  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  a  numerous  andwell- 
ferved  artillery.  It  did  honour  to  Lichtenftein,  who  had  the  direction. 
Only  the  Pruffian  army  can  difpute  it  with  him.  My  infantry  were  too 
few.  All  my  cavalry  were  prefent,  and  idle  fpeclators,  excepting  a  bold 
piifh  by  my  hojfehold  troops,  and  fome  dragoons.  Ferdinand  attacked 
without  powder  ;  the  enemy,  in  return,  were  not  fpaving  of  their's.  They 
had  the  advantage  of  a  rifing  ground,  of  entrenchments,  and  of  a  prodi 
gious  artillery.  Several  of  my  regiments  were  repulfed  by  their  mufque- 
try.  Henry  performed  wonders  I  tremble  for  my  worthy  brothers  ; 
they  are  too  braye.— Fortune  turned  her  Hack  on  me  this  day.  I  ought  to 
have  expected  it :  She  is  a  female,  and  I  am  no  gallant.  In  fa&,  I  ought 
to  have  had  more  infantry.— Succefs,  my  dear  lord,  often  occafions  a  dif- 
trudtive  confidence. — Twenty-four  battalions  were  not  fuflicient  to  dif- 
lodge  fixty  thoufand  men  from  aa  advantageous  pod.  Another  time  we 

will  do  better. What  fay    you    of  this    league,  which   has    only   the 

marquis  of  Bradenbourg  for  its  object?  The  great  elector  would  be  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  hisgrandfon  at  war  with  the  Ruflians,  the  Auftiians,  almoft 
all  Germany,  and  an  hunted  thoufand  French  auxiliaries. — I  know  not 
whether  it  will  be  difgrace  in  me  to  fubmit,  but  I  am  fure  there  will  be 
no  glory  in  vanquishing  me." 
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BOOK  received   on   the  6th  of  May,  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
,  .   raine  fallisd  out  with  a  large  body  of  the  Auftrians  and 

^Y**  attacked  the  rear  of  the  Prufiians  ;  but  did  no  farther 
mifchief  than  killing  about  two  hundred  of  their  men. 
The  fiege  of  Prague  being  chus  raifed,  the  imprifoned 
Auftrians  received  their  deliverer,  count  Daun,  with 
inexpreflible  joy,  and  their  united  forces  became  greatly 
fuperior  to  thole  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  was  in  a 
fhort  time  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia,  and  take  re 
fuge  in  Saxony.  The  Aufti  ians  harafled  him  as  much 
as  po/Tible  in  his  retreat ;  but  their  armies,  though  fu 
perior  in  numbers,  were  not  in  a  condition,  from  their 
late  fufferings,  to  make  any  decifive  attempt  upon  him> 
as  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  abound  with  fitiutions  eafiiy 
defended. 

Operations  Having  thus  defcribed  the  progrefs  of  the  Pruftians 
in  Hanover.  in  Bohemia,  we  muft  caft  our  eyes  on  the  tranfaclions 
which  diftinguifhed  the  campaign  in  Weftphalia.  To 
guard  againft  the  ftorm  which  menaced  Hanover  in 
particular,  orders  were  tranfmitted  thither  to  recruit  the 
troops  that  had  been  fent  back  from  England,  to  aug 
ment  each  company,  to  remount  the  cavalry  with  the 
utmoft  expedition  ;  not  to  fuffer  any  horfes  to  be  con 
veyed  out  of  the  electorate  ;  to  furnifh  the  magazines 
in  that  country  with  all  things  necefiary  for  fifty  thou- 
fand  men  ;  of  thefe  twenty-fix  thoufand  were  to  be 
Hanoverians  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  engagements 
entered  into  for  that  purpofe,  twelve  thoufand  HefTians, 
fix  thoufand  Brunfwickers,  two  thcufand  Saxe-Gothans, 
and  a  thoufand  Lunenburghers,  to  be  joined  by  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  Pruffians,  the  whole  commanded  by 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  The  king 
of  England  having  publifhed  a  manifefto,  dated  at  Ha 
nover,  fpecifying  his  motives  for  taking  the  field  in 
Weftphalia,  the  troops  of  the  confederated  ftates  that 
were  to  cornpofe  the  allied  army,  under  the  name  of  an 
army  of  observation,  began  to  alTemble  with  all  poflible 
diligence  near  Bielefeldt.  Thither  the  generals  ap 
pointed  to  command  the  feveral  divifions  repaired,  to 
fettle  the  plan  of  operations  with  their  commander, 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  having  left  London  on 
the  gth  of  April,  arrived  on  the  i6th  at  Hanover,  and 
from  thence  repaired  to  the  army,  which  having  been 
joined  by  the  three  Pruffian  regiments  that  retired  from. 
Wefel,  confiding  of  thirty-feven  battalions  and  thirty- 
four  fquadron?.  Of  thefe,  fix  battalions  r.nd  fix  fqtia- 
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drons  were  pofted  at  Bielefcldt,  under  the  command  of  c  H  A  P. 
of   lieutenant-general  Baron  de  Sporcken  ;  fix   batta 
lions,  under   lieutenant-general  de  Block,   at  Hervor-   ^"Y""*"^ 
den  ;  fix  battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  under  major-      1'"i7' 
general  Ledebour,  between   Hervorden  and  Minden  ; 
feven  battalions  and  ten   fquadrons    under  lieutenant- 
general  d'Oberg,    in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamelen  ; 
and  five  battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  under  major- 
general  de  HaufSj  near  Nienburgh.  The  head-quarters 
of  his  royal  highncfs  were  at  Bielefeldt. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  on  the  Lower-Rhine 
continued  filing  ofF  incefiantly.     The    fiege  of  Guel- 
dres  was  converted  into  a  blockade,  occasioned  by  the 
difficulties  the  enemy  found  in  raifing   batteries  ;  and  a 
party  of  Hanoverians  having  pafled  the   Wefer,  as  well 
to  ravage  the   country  of  Paderbourn  as  to  reconnoitre 
the  French,  carried    off  feveral   waggons  loaded   with 
wheat  and  oats,  deftined  for  the  territories  of  the  ele<£lor 
of  Cologn.     On  the  other  hand,  colonel   Fifcher  hav- 
-ing  had  an  engagement  with  a  fmall  body   of  Hanove 
rians   in  the   county  of  Teklenbour^h,  routed   them, 
and   made  fome   priibners.     After    feveral    other  pet 
ty  fkirmifhes  between  the  French  and   the  Hanoveri 
ans,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  altered  the  pofition  of  his 
camp,  by  placing  it  between  Bielefcldt  and  Hervorden, 
in  hopes  of  fruftrating  the  defign   of  the    enemy  who, 
declining  to  attack  him  on   the   fide  Brccwede,   after 
having  reconnoitered  his  fituation  feveral  days,  made  a 
motion  on  their  left,  as  if  they  meant  to   get    between 
him  and  the  Wefer.     This  ftep  was  no*  fooner  taken, 
than,  on  the  I3th  of  June  in  the  afternoon,  having  re 
ceived  advice  that  the  enemy  had  caufed    a  large  body 
of  troops,  followed  by  a  fecond,  to  march  on  his  right 
to  Burghotte,  he  ordered  his  army  to  march  that  even 
ing  towards  Hervorden  •,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  major- 
general  Hardenberg  marched   with  four    battalions    of 
grenadiers,  andaregimentof  horfe,  to  reinforce  that  poft. 
Count  Schulenberg  covered  the  left  of  the  march  with 
a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  a  regiment  of  horfe,  and  the 
light  troops  of  Buckeburgh.     The  whole  army  march 
ed  in  two  columns.     The  right  compofed  of  horfe,  and 
followed   by   two    battalions,   to    cover    their  paflage 
through  the  enclofures  and  defiles,  pafled  by   the  right 
of    Bielefeldt  ;    and    the    left   confifting   of    infantry, 
marched  by  the  left  of  the  fame  town.     The  van-guard 
of  the  French  army  attacked  the  rear-guard  of  the  al 
lies,     commanded   by   major-general   Einfiedel,    very 
Vol..  111.  fL 
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BOOK,  brifkly,  and  at  firft  put  them  into  fome  confufion,    but 
III.      t}ley  immediately  recovered  themfdves.     This  was  in 

(^^\f^  the  beginning  of  the  night.  At  break,  of  day,  the  ene- 
'757-  my's  reinforcements  returned  to  the  charge,  but  were 
again  repulfed,  nor  could  they  once  break  through 
lieutenant-colonel  Alfeldt's  Hanoverian  guard?,  which 
clofed  the  army's  march  with  a  detachement  of  regular 
troops  and  a  new-raifed  corps  of  hunters. 

The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldr  the  I4th,  and  re 
mained  there  ?\\  the  next  day,  when  the  enemy's  de 
tachments  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Hervorden,  and 
made  a  feint  as  if  they  would  attack  the  town,  after  hav 
ing  fummoned  it  to  furrender  ;  but  they  retired  with 
out  attempting  any  thing  further;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  troops  that  were  ported  at  Hervorden,  and 
formed  the  rear-guard,  pafled  the  Wefer  on  the  fide 
of  Remen,  without  any  moleftation,  and  encamped  at 
Holtzuyfen.  A  body  of  troops,  which  had  been  left 
at  Bielefcldt,  to  cover  the  duke's  retreat,  after  fome 
fkirmifhes  with  the  French,  rejoined  the  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Herfort  ;  and  a  few  days  after  his 
royal  highnefs  drew  near  his  bridges  on  the  Wefer,  and 
fent  over  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  ammunition.  At  the 
fame  time,  fome  detachments' pafled  the  river  on  the 
right,  between  Minden  and  Oldendorp,  and  marked 
out  a  new  camp  advantageoufiy  fituated,  having  the 
Wefer  in  front,  and  the  right  and  left  covered  with 
eminences  and  rr.arfhe?.  There  the  army  under  his 
royal  higbnefs  re-afiembled,  and  the  French  fixed  their 
head- quarters  at  Bielcfeldt,  which  the  Hanoverians  had 
quitted,  leaving  in  it  only  part  of  a  magazine,  which 
had  been  fet  on  fire.  By  this  time,  the  French  were  in 
fuch  wantof  forage,  that  M.  d'Etrees  hinmfelf,  the  prin 
ces  of  the  blood,  and  all  the  officers  without  exception, 
were  obliged  to  fend  back  part  cf  their  horfes.  Howe 
ver,  on  the  10th  of  June,  their  whole  army,  confifting 
of  feventy  battalions  and  forty  fquacrons,  with  fifty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  besides  a  bo>'y  of  cavalry  left  at 
Ruremonde  for  the  cor.vtniency  of  fomge,  was  put  in 
motion.  In  fpitj  of  aim  oft  impafi^ble  forefts,  famine, 
and  every  other  obftacle  that  could  be  thrown  in  their 
way  by  a  vigilant  and  experienced  genera],  they  at 
length  furmounted  all  difficulties,  and  advanced  into  a 
cour.try  abounding  \vith  plenty,  and  unufcd  to  the  ra 
vages  of  war.  It  was  imjgiiK-d  that  the  paflage  of 
the  Wefer,  which  defends  Hanover  from  foreign  at 
tack?,  would  have  been  vigorcufly  oppcfed  by  the  2r- 
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my  of  the  allies  ;  but  whether,  in  the  prefent  fituation  CHAP, 
of  affairs,  it  was  thought  advifable   to   aft  only   upon     VI1- 
the  defensive,  and  not  to  begin  the  attack  ui  a  country  ^^Y^^* 
that  was  not  concerned  as  a  principal  in  the  war,  or  the      I757- 
duke  of  Cumberland  found  himfelf  too  weak  to  make 
head  againft  the  enemy,  is  a  queftion  we  fhall  not  pre 
tend  to  determine.     However  that  may  have  been,  the 
whole  French  army  pafled  the  Wefer  on  the   i©th  and 
iithof  July,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.     The  manner 
of  effecting  this    paffage   is  thus  related  : — Marefchal 
d'Etrees  being  informed  that  his  magazines  of  provi- 
fions  were   well  furnifhed,    his  ovens  eftablifhed,  and 
the  artillery  and  pontoons  arrived  at  the  deftined  places, 
ordered  the  lieutenant-general  Broglio,    with  ten  bat 
talions,  twelve  fquadrons,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,    to 
inarch  to  Engheren  :  Lieutenant-general  M.  de    Che- 
vert,  with  fixteen   battalions,  three  brigades  of  carabi 
neers,   the  royal   hunters,   and    fix  hundred  huflars,  to 
march  to  Hervorden,   and    lieutenant-general    marquis 
d'Armentieres,   with    twelve  battalions  and    ten   fqua 
drons,  to  march  to  Ulrickhaufen.     All  thefe  troops  be 
ing  arrived  in  their  camp  on  the  I4th  of  July,  halted 
the  5th.  On  the  6th,  twenty-two  battalions,  and  thirty- 
two  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Or 
leans,  who  was  now  arrived  at  the  army,  marched    to 
Ulrickhaufen,  from  whence  M.   d'Armentieres  had   fet 
out  early  in  the   morning,  with  the  troops    under   his 
command,  and  by  haity  marches,  got  on  the  yth,  by 
eleven  at  night,  to  Blankenhoven,  where  he  found  the 
boats  which  had  gone  from  Ahrenfberg.     The  bridges 
were  built,  the   cannon  planted,  and  the  entrenchments 
at  the  head  of  the  bridges  completed  in  the  night  be 
tween  the  yth  and  8th.     The  marefchal  having  fent  a- 
way  part  of  his   bagage  from   Bielefeldt    on   the   6th, 
went  in  perfon  on  the  yth,  at  eleven  o'clock    to   Horn, 
and,  on  the  8th,  to  Braket.     On  advice  that  M.  d'Ar 
mentieres  had  thrown  his  bridges  acrofs  without  oppo- 
fition,  and  was  at  work  on  his  entrenchments,   he  went 
on  the  gth  to  Blankenhoven,  to  fee  the  bridges  and  en 
trenchments  ;  and  afterwards  advanced  to  examine  the 
firft  pofition  he  intended  for  this  army,  and  came  down 
the  right  fide  of  the  Wefer  to  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  where 
he  forded  the  river,  with  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and 
their  attendants.      On  the  10th  in  the  morning,  he  got 
on  horfeback  by  four  o'clock,  to  fee  the   duke   of  Or- 
leans's  divifion  file  off,  which  arrived  at  Corvey  at  ten 
o'clock  ;    a?  alfo  that  of  M.  d'Armentieres,  which  ar- 
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BOOK  rived  at  eleven,  and  that  of  M.  Souvre,  which  arrived 
IIJ<        at  noon.     The  marefchal  having  examined    the  courfe 

\*~y^  of  the  river,  caufed  the  bridges  of  pontoons  to  be  laid 
17i7-  within  gunfhot  of  the  abbey,  where  the  vifcount  de 
Turenne  pafTed  that  river  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  feventy-three,  and  where  the  divifions  un 
der  Broglio  and  Chevert  now  pa  fled  it  on  the  I2th  and 
1 3th.  Thefe  two  generals  being;  informed  of  what 
was  to  be  done  upon  the  Upper  Wefer,  attacked  Min- 
den  and  carried  it,  whilft  a  detachment  of  the  French 
entered  the  country  of  Eaft  Friefland,  under  the  com 
mand  of  the  marqis  d'Auvel  ;  and,  after  taking  pofief- 
fion  of  Lier,  marched  on  the  right  of  the  Ems  to  Emb- 
den,  the  only  fea-port  the  king  of  Pruffra  had,  which 
at  firft  teemed  determined  to  make  a  defence  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  were  not  agreed  upon  the  methods  to  be 
taken  for  that  purpofe.  They,  therefore,  met  to  deli 
berate  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  their  gates  being  {hut, 
M.  d'Auvel  caufed  fome  cannon  to  be  brought  to  beat 
them  down  ;  and  the  garnfon,  compofed  of  four  hun 
dred  Pruffians,  not  being  ftrong  enough  to  defend  the 
town,  the  foldiers  mutinied  againft  their  officers, 
whereupon  a  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  and  the  gates 
were  opened  to  the  French  commander,  who  made  his 
troops  enter  with  a  great  deal  of  order,  afTured  the  ma- 
giftrates  that  care  fhould  be  taken  to  make  them  ob- 
ierve  a  good  discipline,  and  published  two  ordinances, 
one  for  the  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  commerce  of 
the  city,  and  other  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
corn  and  forage  out  of  that  principality.  The  inhabi 
tants  were  however,  obliged  to  take  on  oath  of  allegi 
ance  to  the  French  kins;. 

On  Sunday  the  04th  of  July,  the  French,  after  hav 
ing  laid  a  part  of  the  electorate  of  Hanover  under  con 
tribution,  marched  in  three  columns,  with  their  artille 
ry,  towards  the  village  of  Latford,  when  major-gene 
ral  Fuftenberg,  who  commanded  the  out-ports  in  the 
village,  fent  an  officer  to  inform  the  duke  of  Cumber 
land  of  their  approach.  His  royal  highnefs  immediate 
ly  reinforced  thofe  ports  with  a  body  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Sporcken  ;  but 
finding  it  impodible  to  fupport  the  village,  as  it  was 
commanded  by  the  heights  oppofite  to  it,  which  were 
poffefled  by  the  enemy,  and  being  fenfible  that  it  would 
re  always  in  his  power  to  retake  it,  from  its  fituation 
in  a  bottom  between  two  hills,  he  withdrew  his  poft 
from  Latford.  The  French  then  made  two  attacks, 
one  at  the  point  of  the  wood,  and  the  other  higher  up 
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in  the  fame  wood,  oppofite  to  the  grenadiers  command-  CHAP. 
ed  by  major-general    Hardenberg,  but  they   failed    in  *• 

both  ;  and  though  the  fire  of  their  artillery  was  very  V-*"Y^»-' 
hot,  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  French  army 
encamping  on  the  heights  oppofite  to  the  dukeof  Cum 
berland's  pofts,  the  intelligence  received,  that  M. 
d'Etrees  hadaflembled  all  his  troops,  and  was  furnifhed 
with  a  very  confiderable  train  of  artillery,  left  his  royal 
highncfs  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  intending  to  attack 
him.  He,  therefore,  refolved  to  change  his  camp  for 
a  more  advantageous  fituation,  by  drawing  up  his  army 
on  the  eminence  between  the  Wefer  and  the  woods, 
leaving  the  Hamelen  river  on  his  right,  the  village  of 
Haftenbeck  in  his  front,  and  his  left  clofe  to  the  wood, 
at  the  point  of  which  his  royal  highnefs  had  a  battery 
of  twelve  pounders  and  howitzers.  There  was  a  hol 
low  way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the  battery,  and 
a  morafs  on  the  other  fide  of  Haftenbeck  to  his  right. 
Major-general  Schulemberg,  with  the  hunters,  and  two 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  was  pofted  in  the  corner  of 
the  wood  upon  the  left  of  the  battery.  His  royal  high 
nefs  ordered  the  village  of  Haftenbeck  to  be  cleared  to 
his  front,  to  prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  the  ene 
my  to  keep  poffeflion  of  it,  and  the  ways  by  which  the 
allies  had  a  communication  with  that  village  during 
their  encampment  to  be  rendered  impafiable.  In  the 
evening,  he  withdrew  all  his  out-pofts,  and  in  this  po- 
fition  the  army  lay  upon  their  arms  all  night.  On  the 
25th,  in  the  morning,  the  French  army  marched  for 
wards  in  columns,  and  began  to  cannonade  the  allies 
very  feverely,  marching  and  counter-marching  conti-  Duk=  ot 
nually,  and  feeming  to  intend  three  attacks,  on  the  ianade&at- 
right,  the  left,  and  the  centre.  In  the  evening,  their  ed  at  H?.f- 
artillery  appeared  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  allies,  tcnbeck. 

The  army  was  again  ordered  to  lie  all  night  on  their 
arms.  His  royal  hi^hnefs  caufed  a  battery  at  the  end 
of  the  wood  to  be  repaired;  count  Schulenberg  to  be 
reinforced  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  and  two 
field-pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  that  battery  to  be  alfo  fup- 
ported  by  four  more  battalions  of  grenadiers,  under  ths 
command  of  major-general  Hardenberg.  He  likewife 
caufed  a  battery  to  be  erc6led  of  twelve  and  fix  poun 
ders,  behind  the  village  of  Haftenbeck,  and  took  all 
the  precautions  he  could  think  of  to  give  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception.  As  foon  as  it  was  day-light,  he 
mounted  on  horfe  back  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of 
the  enemy,  whom  he  found  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the 
day  before.  At  a  little  after  five>  a  very  fmart  canno- 
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BOOK,  nading  began  againft  the  battery  behind  the  village, 
1  '  which  was  fupported  by  the  Heffian  infantry  and  caval- 
°^^  ry,  who  ftood  a  moft  fevere  fire  with  furprifing  fteadi- 
1?57'  ncfs  and  refolution.  Between  feven  and  eight  the  firing 
of  fmall  arms  began  on  the  left  of  the  allies,  when  his 
royal  highnefs  ordered  major-general  Behr,  with  three 
battalions  of  Brunfwick,  to  fuftain  the  grenadiers  in 
the  wood,  if  their  afiiitance  ihould  be  wanted.  The 
cannonading  continued  above  fix  hours,  during  which 
the  troops  that  were  expofed  to  it  never  once  abated  of 
their  firmncfs.  The  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  on  the  left 
increasing,  and  the  French  feeming  to  gain  ground,  his 
royal  highnefs  detached  the  colonels  Darkenhaufen  and 
Brcdenbach,  with  three  Hanoverian  battalions  and  fix 
Squadrons,  round  the  wood  by  Afferde,  who,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  day,  drove  feveral  fquadrons  of  the 
enemy  back  to  their  army,  without  giving  them  any__ 
opportunity  to  charge.  At  length,  the  grenadiers  in 
the  wood,  apprehenfive  of  being  furrounded,  from  the 
great  numbers  of  the  enemy  that  appeared  there,  and 
were  marching  round  on  that  fide,  though  they  re- 
pulfed  every  thing  that  appeared  in  their  front,  thought 
it  advifable  to  retire  nearer  the  left  of  the  army,  a 
motion  which  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  pof- 
leffing  themfelves  of  that  battery  without  oppofition. 
Here  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  Wolfcnbuttel 
guards,  and  another  of  Hanoverians,  who  attacked  and 
repulfcd,  with  their  bayonets,  a  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.  But  the  French  being 
in  pofleffion  of  an  eminence  which  commanded  and 
flanked  both  the  lines  of  the  infantry  and  the  battery  of 
the  allies,  and  where  they  were  able  to  fupport  their 
attack  under  the  cover  of  a  hill,  his  royal  highnefs, 
confidering  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  near 
double  to  his,  and  the  impoflibility  of  diflodging  them 
from  their  poft,  without  expofing  his  own  troops  too 
much,  ordered  a  retreat;  in  confequence  of  which  his 
army  retired,  firftto  Hamelen,  where  he  left  a  garrifon, 
then  to  Nienburg,  and  afterwards  to  Hoya  ;  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  v/hich  town,  after  fending  away  all 
the  magazines,  fick,  and  wounded,  he  encamped,  in 
order  to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  to  preferve  a 
communication  with  Stade,  to  which  place  the  archives, 
and  moft  valuable  effedls  of  Hanover  had  been  removed. 
In  this  engagement,  colonel  Bredenbach  attacked  four 
brigades  very  ftrongly  ported,  with  a  battery  of  four- 


GEORGE        II. 


J75 


teen  pieces  of  cannon,  repulfed,  and  drove  them  down  CHAP, 
a  precipice,   and  took  all  their  artillery  and  ammuni 
tion;  but  preferring   the  care  of  his   wounded    to  the  V"-*V^>1^ 
glory  of  carrying;   away  the  cannon,   he    brought    off     I75?' 
only  fix,   nailing  up  and  deftroying  the  reft.     The  lofs 
of  the  allies,    in  all  thefe  fkirmifhes,  wich  lafted  three 
days,    was  three  hundred  and  twenty-feven  men  kill-d, 
nine  hundred  and  feven  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty  miffing,  or  taken  prifoners  ;  whilft  that  of  the 
French,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  amounted  to 
fifteen  hundred  men. 

The  French,  being  left  mafters  of  the  field,  foon 
reduced  Hamekn,  which  was  far  from  being  well  for 
tified,  obliged  the  garrifon  to  capitulate,  and  took  out 
of  the  town  fixty  brafs  cannon,  feveral  mortars,  forty 
ovens,  part  of  the  equipage  of  the  duke's  army,  and 
large  quantities  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  which 
they  found  in  it,  together  with  a  great  many  fick  and 
wounded,  who,  not  being  included  in  the  capitulation, 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  Whether  the  court  of 
France  had  any  reafon  to  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of 
the  marefchal  d'E trees,  or  whether  its  monarch  was 
blindly  guided  by  the  councils  of  his  favourite,  the 
marquife  de  Pompadour,  who,  defirous  to  teftify  her 
gratitude  to  the  man  who  had  been  one  of  the  chief  in- 
ftruments  of  her  high  promotion,  was  glad  of  an  op 
portunity  to  retrieve  his  {battered  fortunes,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  add  to  her  own  already  immenfe  treafures, 
we  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  though  the  event 
feems  plainly  to  fpeak  the  laft.  Even  at  the  time,  no 
comparifon  was  made  between  the  military  (kill  of  the 
Marefchal  d'Etrees,  and  that  of  the  dukede  Richelieu; 
but,  however  that  way  have  been,  this  laft,  who,  if  he 
had  not  (hone  in  the  character  of  a  foldier,  excelled  all, 
or,  at  leaft,  moft  of  his  cotemporaries  in  the  more  re 
fined  arts  of  a  courtier,  was,  juft  before  the  battle  we 
have  been  fpeaking  of,  appointed  to  fuperfede  the  for 
mer  in  the  command  of  the  French  army  in  Lower 
Saxony,  where  he  arrived  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  with 
the  title  of  marefchal  of  France;  and  M.  d'Etrees  im 
mediately  refigned  the  command. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Haftenheck,  the  The  French 
French  font  a  detachment  of  four  thoufand  men  to  lay  entirely  re- 
under  contribution  the  countries  of  Hanover  and  yuce  f^~ 
Brunfwick-Wolfeributtel,  as  well  as  the  duchies  of  W;CV  pre_ 
Bremen  and  Verden;  and  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  mer,  and 
this  new  commander,  the  duke  de  Chevreufe  was  de-  VerUen- 


176  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  tached  with  two  thoufand  men  to  take  pofleflion  of 
l-  Hanover  itfelf,  with  the  title  of  governor  of  that  city. 

^^T^  He  accordingly  marched  thither  ;  and  upon  his  arrival 
the  Hanoverian  garrifon  was  difarmed,  and  left  at  liber 
ty  to  retire  where  they  pleafed.  About  the  fame  time, 
M.  de  Contades,  with  a  detachment  from  the  French 
army,  was  fent  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  territo 
ries  of  HefTe-Cafiel,  where  he  found  no  oppofition. 
He  was  met  at  Warberg  b^that  prince's  mafter  of  the 
horfe,  who  declared,  that  they  were  ready  to  furnifli 
the  French  army  with  all  the  fuccours  the  country  could 
afford ;  and  accordingly  the  magiftrates  of  Cartel  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  keys  as  foon  as  he  entered  their 
city.  Gbtttngen  was  ordered  by  M.  d'Armentieres  to 
prepare  for  him,  within  a  limited  time,  upon  pain  of 
military  execution,  four  thoufand  pounds  of  white 
bread,  two  thoufand  bufliels  of  oats,  a  greater  quanti 
ty  than  could  be  found  in  the  whole  country,  an  hun 
dred  loads  of  hay,  and  other  provifions. 

Dukeof  The  duke  of  Cumberland  remained  encamped  in  the 

Cumber-      neighbourhood  of  Hoya  till  the  24th  of  Au  j;uft,  when, 

]anj  obliged         °       ,    .          ,  ,       '  .      jl   •  j  LJ 

to  capitut  uP°n  advice  that  the  enemy  had  Jam  two  bridges  over 
hte  with  the  Aller  in  the  night,  and  had  pafTed  that  river  with  a 
the  French,  large  body  of  troops,  he  ordered  his  army  to  inarch,  to 
fccure  the  important  poft  and  paflage  of  Rothenburg, 
left  they  fhouid  attempt  to  march  round  on  his  left.  He 
encamped  that  night  at  Haufen,  having  detached  lieu 
tenant-general  Oberg,  with  eight  battalions  and  fix 
fquadrons,  to  Otterfberg,  to  which  place  he  marched 
next  day,  and  encamped  behind  the  Wummer,  in  a 
very  ftrong  fituation,  between  Otterfberg  and  Rothen 
burg.  The  French  took  pofleffion  of  Vcrden  on  the 
26th  of  Auguft,  and  one  of  their  detachments  went  on 
the  29&  to  Bremen,  where  the  gates  were  immediately 
opened  to  them.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now 
clofely  preffed  on  all  fides,  and  in  danger  of  having  his 
communication  with  Stade  cut  off,  which  the  enemy 
was  endeavouring  to  effecT:,  by  feizin*  upon  all  the 
pofts  round  him,  found  it  neceffary  to  decamp  again, 
to  abandon  Rothenburg,  of  which  the  French  immedi 
ately  took  pofleffion;  to  retreat  to  Selfingen,  where  his 
head-quarters  were  on  the  ift  of  September  ;  and  from 
thence,  on  the  3d  of  the  fame  month,  to  retire  under 
the  cannon  of  Stade.  Here  it  was  imagined  that  his 
army  would  hr.vc  been  able  to  maintain  their  ground 
between  the  Aller  and  the  Elbe,  till  the  Overity  of  the 
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feafon  fhould  put  an  end  to  the  campaign.  According-  CHAP, 
ly,  his  royal  highnefs,  upon  his  taking  this  pofition, 
fent  a  detachment  of  his  forces  to  Buck  Shantze,  with  ^^V""*^ 
fome  artillery,  and  orders  to  defend  that  place  to  the 
utmoft  :  But  as  it  could  notpoffibly  have  held  out  many 
days,  and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemmed  him  in  on 
all  fides,  by  making  themfelves  matters  of  a  little  fort 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Zwinga,  would  have  cut  off 
his  communication  with  the  Elbe,  fo  that  four  Englifh 
men  of  war  then  in  that  river  could  have  been  of  no 
fervice  to  him,  he  was  forced  to  accept  of  a  mediation 
offered  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  by  his  minifter  the 
count  de  Lynar,  and  to  fign  the  famous  convention  of 
Clofter-Seven*,  by  which  thirty-eight  thoufand  Han 
overians  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  difperfed  into 
different  quarters  of  cantonment. 
VOL.  III.  2  A 

*  This  remarkable  capitulation,  which  we  (hall  give  here  at  full  length, 
on  account  of  the  difputes  that  arofe  (hortly  after,  concerning  what  the 
French  called  an  infraction  of  it,  was  to  the  following  effect  : 

"  His  majefty  the  king  of  Denmark,  touched  with  the  diftrefies  of  the 
countries  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  to  which  he  has  always  granted  his  fpe- 
cial  protection  5  and  deing  defirous,  by  preventing  thofe  countries  from 
being  any  longer  the  theatre  of  war,  to  fpare  alfo  the  effufion  of  blood  in 
the  armies  which  are  ready  to  difpute  the  pofieJlion  thereof,  hath  employed 
his  mediation  by  the  miniftry  of  the  count  de  Lynar.  His  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  general  of  the  army  of  the  allies,  on  the  one 
part,  and  his  excellency  the  marefchal  duke  de  Richelieu,  general  of  the 
king  of  France's  forces  in  Germany,  on  the  other,  have,  in  confideratiOH 
of  the  intervention  of  his  Daniih  rruij  fty,  refpedVively  engaged  their  word 
of  honour  to  the  count  de  Lynar,  to  abide  by  the  convention  hereafter  rti- 
pulated  ;  and  he,  the  count  de  Lynar,  correfpondeutly  to  the  magnanimi 
ty  of  the  king  his  matter's  intention,  obliges  himfclf  to  procure  the  gua 
rantee  mentioned  in  the  prefent  convention  ;  fo  that  it  (hall  be  fent  to  him, 
with  his  full  powers,  which  there  was  no  time  to  make  out,  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  hurried  his  departure. 

Article  I.  Hoftilities  (hall  ceafe  on  both  firles  within  twenty-four 
hours,  or  fooner,  if  poffible.  Orders  for  this  purpofe  {hall  be  immediate 
ly  fent  to  the  detached  corps. 

II.  The    auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
namely,  thofe  of  HerTe,  Brunlwick,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  even  thole  of  the 
count  de  la  Lippe-Buckbourg,  (hall  be  fent  home  ;  and  as  it  is  neceffary 
to  fettle   particularly  their  march  to  their  refpedtivc   countries,  a  general 
oflicerof  each  nation  (hall  be  fent  from  the  army  of  the  allies,  with  whom 
(hall  be  fettled  the  route  of  thofe  troops,  the  divifions  they  fnall  inarch  in, 
their  fubfiltancc  on  their  march,  and  their  paflportsto  be  granted  them  by 
his  excellency  the  duke  de  Richelieu  to  go  to  their   own  countries,  where 
they  ihall  be  placed   and   diftributed  as  (hall  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
court  of  France  and  their  refpedtive  fovereigns. 

III.  His  royal  highnefs    the  duke  of  Cumberland  obliges  himfelf  to 
pafs  the  Elbe,  with  fuch  part  of  his  army  as  he  fh;ill  not  be  able  to  place 
in  the  city  of  Stade  :  That  the  part  of  his  forces   which   (hall  enter  into 
garrifonin  the  faid  city,  and  which,   itis  fuppofed,  may  amount  to  between 
four  and  fix  thoufand  men,  ihalJ  remain  there  under  the   guarantee  of  his 
majelty  the  king  of  Denmark,  without  committing  any  aft  of  hoiHlity  : 
nor,  on  the  other  har^d,  (hall  they    be  expofed    to  any  from  the  French 


178  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK,  troops.  In  confequence  thereof,  commiflaibs,  named  on  each  fide,  ihallagre* 
III-  upon  the  limits  to  b  fixed  round  that  place,  for  the  conveniency  of  the 

\^f~y~+J  garrifon  ;  which  limit;  ihill  not  extend  beyond  half  a  league  or  a  league  from 
the  place,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  or  circumilances,  which 
*''  fhall  be  fairly  fettled  by  the  com.-TiilTaiies.  The  reft  of  the  Hanoverian 
army  ihall  go  and  take  quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  Elbe  ;  and,  to 
facilitate  the  march  of  thofe  troops,  his  excellency  the  dulc?  de  Richelieu 
ihall  concert  with  a  general  officer  fent  fro:n  the  Hanoverian  army,  the 
route  they  fhall  take  ;  oMi-ji.i::  himfelf  to  give  the  neceflary  pafiports 
and  fecurity  for  the  free  pafiage  of  them  and  their  baggage  to  the  places  of 
their  deftination  ;  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  referving  to 
himfelf  the  liberty  of  negociating  be;ween  the  two  courts,  for  an  exten- 
fionof  thofe  quarters.  As  to  the  Freneh  troops,  they  ihall  remain  in  the 
reft  of  the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verdea,  till  the  definitive  reconcilia 
tion  of  the  two  fovereigns. 

IV.  As  theaforefaid  articles  are  to  be  executed  as  foonas  pofiible,  the 
Hanoverian  army,  and  the  corps  which  are  detached  from  it,  particularly 
that  wnic'i  Is  at  Buck-Schantz,  and  the  neighbourhood,  ihall  retire  under 
Stadein  the  fpace  of  eight-and -forty  hours.     The  French  army  /hall  not 
pafs  the  river  Ofte,   in  the  duchy  of  Bremen,  till  the  limits  be  regulated. 
It  fhall,  befides,  keep  all  the  ports  and  countries  of  which  it  is  in  pofTef- 
fion  ;  and,  not  to  retard  the  regulations  of  the  limits  between   the  armies, 
coTimifTaries  (hall  be  nominated  and  fent  on  the  loth  inftant  to  Bremer- 
worden,  by  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  his   excel 
lency  the  marefchal  duke  deRich  lieu,  to  regulace,  as  well  the  limits  to 
be  aifig:ied  to  the   Ffench  army,  a-  thofe   that  are  to   be  obferved  by  the 
garrifon  at  Stade,  according  to  Art.  III. 

V.  All  the  aforefaid  articles  fiiall  be  faithfully  executed,  according  to 
their  form  and  tenor,  and  under  the  faith  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Den 
mark's  guarantee,  which  the   count    de  Lynar,  his   minifter,  engages  to 
procure. 

Done  at  the  camp  as  Clofter-Seven,  Sept.  8,    1757. 

(Signed)          V,  I  L  LI  AM. 

SEPARATE     ARTICLES. 

UPON  the  reprefentations  made  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  with  a  view 
!••>  explain  fome  difpofi'.ions  made  by  the  prefent  convention,  the  following 
article:,  have  been  added  : 

I.  It  is  the  inteati  n  of  his  excellency  the  marefchal  duke  de  Riche- 
ii:u,  that  the  allied  troops  of  his  royal  highn;fs  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
ihall  be  fent  back  to  their  refpcftive  countries,  according  to  the  form  nsen- 
tioned  in  the  fecond  article  ;    and  that  as  to  their  ftpaiacion   and  diftribu- 
tion  in  the  country,  it  ihall  be  regulated  between  the  courts,  thofe  troops 
not  bei.ig  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war. 

II.  It  having  been  reprefented,  that  the  country  of  Lunenberg  cannot 
accommodate  more  than  fifteen  battalions  and  fix  fquairons,  and  that  ths 
city  of  Sta,ie  cannot  abL'utely  contain   the   garrifon  of  fix  thoufand  men 
allotted  to  it,   his   excellency    the   mi'.r-.-fchal    duke   d_-    Richelieu,   being 
pveffed  by  M.  de  Lynar,   who  fopportcd  this  reprefentation  by  the  guaran 
tee  of  his  Daa'uh  rnajdly,  gives    his   confcnt,  r.nd   his  royal'highriefs   the 
mike o,'  Cumberland  engages  to  caufe  fifteen  battalions  and    fix  fquadrong 
top::  A  the  Elbe  ;  and  the  whole  body  of  hunters,  and  the   remaining  ten 

,r.s  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons  (hall  be  placed  in  the  town  of  Stade, 

and  the  places  neareft  to  it  that  are  within  the  line,  which  (hall  be  marked 

by  pofls  f.om  the  mouth  of  ihe  Liche  in  the   ElSe,  to  the  mouth  of  the 

Llmerbutkui  the  river  Oft    ;   provided   always  that  the  faid  ten  battalions 

and  twenty-eight  fquadron;  ih.ill  be  quartered   there  M;  they  are  a~  the  time 

,.iing  this  convention,   and  ihali  not  oe  recruited  under  any  pretext,  or 

augmented  in  any  caie ;  and  this  claufe  is  particaiuny   guaranteed  by  tht 

.\t«e  Lyaar  in  the  r.a;ns  of  hit  -Daiiifli  rrajeir-f. 
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III.     Upon  the  reprcfentation  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cum-  CHAP. 
berland,  that  the  army   and  the  detached  corps  cannot    both   retire  under         VII. 
Stade  in  eight-and-forty  hours,  agreeable  to  the  convention,  his  excellen-    {^t^r*^ 
cy  the  marefchal  duk^  'e  Richelifu  hath  fignified,  that  he  will  grant  them 
proper  time,  provided  the  corps  encamped  at  Buck-Schantz,    as  well  AS       r757- 
the  army  encamped  at  Bremerword  n,   being   their  march  to  retire  infour- 
and-twenty  hours  after  figning  the  convention.     The  time  neceflary   for 
other  arrangements,  and  the  execution  of  the  articles  concerning  the  ref- 
pedlive  limits,  fhall  be  fettled  between  lieutenant-general    Sporcken  and 
the  marquis  de  Villemar,  firft  lieutenant-general  of  the  king's  army. 

Done,  &c. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 


DlftreJJ'ed  fituatlon   of  the  king  of  Pruffia Galsal 

takcn^  andZittau  destroyed  by  the  Aujlrians King 

of  Pruffia  gains  the  battle  of  Ro/bach and  Lijfa 

Writes  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Britain IVar 

revives  in  Hanover Death  of  the  £Hteen  of  Po 
land Naval     affairs Bravery     of    Captain 

Death Parliamentary  tranfaflions Death  of 

Princefs    Caroline Various    expeditions    againjl 

France. 


BOOK  r  •  ^HE  Hanoverians   being  now  quite  fubdued,  and 
Jl_     the  whole  force  of  the   French  let  loofe  againft 
^""Y"*-'   the  king  of  Pruffia  by  this  treaty,  marefchal  Richelieu 
immediately   ordered    lieutenant-general     Berchini   to 
march  with  all  poffible  expedition,  with   the  troops  un 
der  his  command,  to  join  the  prince  de   Soubife:   The 
Tl.'"  F"^a:h  gens-d'armes,  and   other  troops  that  were  in  the  land- 
ivJffiando-  gravriate  °f  HefTe-Caficl,  received  the  fame  order;  and 
minions.       fixty  battalions  of  foot,  and    the    greateft    part  of  the 
horie  belonging  to  the  French  army,  were  directed  to 
attack   the  Pruiiian   territories.     Marefchal   Richelieu 
himfelf  arrived  at  Brunfwickonthe  ifth  of  September; 
and  having,  in  a  few  days  after,  aiFembled  an  hundred 
and  ten  battalions,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  fquadrons, 
with  an  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  near  Wolfenbuttel, 
he  entered   the  king  of  Pruffia's   dominions    with   his 
army  on  the  2/th,  28th,  and   2Qth  of  the  fame   month, 
in  three  columns,   which  penetrated    into    Halberftadt 
and    Brandenburg,   plundering    the    towns,    exacting 
contributions,    and  committing    many    enormities,    at 
which  their  general    is   faid  to  have  connived.     In  the 
meantime,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  returned   to  Eng 
land,  where  he  arrived   on  the    I  ith  cf  October,   and 
fhortly  after  refigned  all  his  military  commands. 
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Had  the  allied  army,  after  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  c  H  A  P. 
marched  dire&ly  to  the  Leine,  as  it  might  eafily  have  ^  , 
done,  and  then  taken  port  on  the  other  fide  of  Wolfen-  '""V^ 
buttel,  Halberftadt,  and  Magdeburgh,  it  might  have  1/57- 
waited  fecurely  under  the  cannon  of  the  latter  place  for 
the  junction  of  the  P  ruffian  forces;  inftead  of  which, 
they  injudicioufly  turned  off  to  the  Lower  Wefer,  re 
tiring  fucceflively  from  Hamelen  to  Nienburg,  Verden, 
Rothenburgh,  Buxtchude,  and  laftly  to  Stade,  where, 
for  want  of  fubfiftance  and  el  bow- room,  the  troops  were 
all  made  prifoners  of  war  at  large.  They  made  a  march 
of  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  be  cooped  up  in  a  nook, 
inftead  of  taking  the  other  route,  which  was  only  about 
an  hundred  miles,  and  would  have  led  them  to  a  place 
of  fafety.  By  this  unaccountable  conduct,  the  king  of 
PrufHa  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  afiiftance  of  near 
forty  thoufand  good  troops,  which,  in  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign,  might  have  put  him  upon  an  equality  with 
the  French  and  the  army  of  the  empire  ;  but  aifo  expof- 
ed  to,  and  actually  invaded  by  his  numerous  enemies  on 
all  fides,  infumuch  that  his  fituation  became  now  more 
dangerous  than  ever;  and  the  fate  which  feemed  to  have 
threatened  theemprefs  a  few  months  before,  through  his 
means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  againit  himfelf. 
His  ruin  was  predicted,  nor  could  human  prudence 
forefee  how  he  might  be  extricated  from  his  complicat 
ed  diftrefs  ;  for,  befides  the  invafion  of  his  territories 
by  the  French  under  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  the  Ruf 
fians,  who  had  made  for  a  long  time  a  dilatory  march, 
and  feemed  uncertain  of  their  own  refolutions,  all  at 
once  quickened  their  motions,  and  entered  ducal  Pruffia 
under  marefchal  Apraxin  and  general  Fermor,  marking 
progrefs  by  every  inhumanity  that  unbridled  cruelty, 
luft,  and  rapine  can  be  imagined  capable  of  committing. 
A  large  body  of  Auilrians  entered  Silefra,  and  penetrat 
ed  as  far  as  Breflau:  Then,  turning  back,  they  laid 
fiege  to  the  important  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz,  the  key 
of  that  country.  A  fecond  body  entered  Lufatia,  ano 
ther  quarter  of  the  Pruffian  territories,  and  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  Zittau.  Twenty-two  thoufand 
Swedes  penetrated  into  Prufltan  Pomerania,  took  the 
towns  of  Anclam  and  Demmin,  and  laid  the  whole 
country  under  contribution.  The  army  of  the  empire, 
reinforced  by  that  of  prince  Soubife,  after  many  delays, 
was  at  laft  in  full  march  to  enter  Saxony;  and  this  mo 
tion  left  the  Auitrians  at  liberty  to  turn  the  greateft 
part  of  their  forces  to  the  reduction  of  Silcfia.  An  Au- 
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BOOK  ftrian  general,  penetrating;  through  Lufatia,  palled  by 
,  '  Pruflian  armies,  and  fuddenly  prefenting  himfelf  before 
"""V"*  the  gates  or"  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country  under  con 
tribution  ;  and  though  he  retired  on  the  approach  of  a 
body  of  Pruffians,  yet  he  frill  found  means  to  interrupt 
the  communication  of  chefs  laft  with  Silefia.  The 
Pruffians,  it  is  true,  exerted  themfclves  bravely  on  all 
fides,  and  their  enemies  fled  before  them  ;  but  whilft 
one  body  was  purfuing,  another  gained  upon  them  in 
fome  other  part.  The  winter  approached,  their  ftrength 
decayed,  and  their  adverfaries  multiplied  daily.  Their 
king  harafTed,  and  aim  oft  fpent  with  inceffant  fatigue 
both  of  body  and  of  mind,  was  in  a  manner  excluded 
from  the  empire.  The  greateft1  part  of  his  dominions 
were  either  taken  from  him,  or  laid  undercontribution, 
and  poffeffed  by  his  enemies,  who  collected  the  public 
revenues,  fattened  on  the  contributions,  and  with  the 
riches  which  they  drew  from  the  electorate  of  Hano 
ver,  and  other  conquefts,  defrayed  the  expences  of  the 
war  ;  and  by  the  convention  of  Clofter-Seven  he  was 
deprived  of  his  allies,  and  left  without  any  afliftance 
whatever,  excepting  what  the  Br itifh  parliament  might 
think  fit  to  fupply.  How  different  is  this  picture  from 
that  which  the  king  of  PrufTia  exhibited  when  he  took 
arms  to  enter  Saxony  !  But,  in  order  to  form  a  clear 
idea  of  thefe  events,  of  the  fituation  of  his  Pruflian 
majefty,  and  of  the  fteps  he  took  to  defeat  the  defigns 
of  his  antagonifls,  and  extricate  himfelf  from  his  great 
and  numerous  diftrefies,  it  will  be  proper  now  to  take  a 
view  of  the  fcveral  tranfactions  of  his  enemies,  and 
well  during  his  flay  in  Bohemia,  as  from  the  time  of 
his  leaving  it,  down  to  that  which  we  are  nowfpeaking 
of. 

Owrra'tcn*  Whilft  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  in  Bohemia,  the  em- 
-  Ru  "  prefs  of  Rufila  ordered  notice  tobe  given  to  all  mafters 
of  fhips,  That  if  any  of  them  were  found  a  {lifting  the 
Pruilian^,  by  the  tranfportationof  troops,  artillery,  and 
ammunition,  they  fhould  be  condemned  as  legal  prizes  ; 
and  her  fleet,  confiftng  of  fifteen  men  of  war  and  fri 
gates,  with  two  bomb-ketches,  was  fent  to  block  up 
the  Prufuan  ports  in  the  Baltic,  where  it  took  feveral 
(hips  of  that  nation,  which  were  employed  in  carrying- 
proviiions  and  mcrchandife  from  one  port  to  another. 
One  of  thcfr  fhips  of  war  appearing  before  A'lemel,  a 
town  of  Poland,  but  fubje<5t  to  PrufTia,  the  comman 
dant  fent  an  officer  to  the  captain,  to  know  whether  he 
came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy  ;  to  which  interrogation 
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the  Ruffian  captain  replied,  That,  notwithftanding  the  c  H  A  1'. 
difpofitions  of  the  emprefs  of  both   the  Rufllas    were      vin. 
fufficiently  known,  yet  he  would  further  explain  them,  t-^Y^ 
by  declaring  that  his  orders,    and    thofe   of   the  other      J757- 
Ruffian  commanders,    were,   in  conformity  to  the  laws 
of  war,   to  feize   on  all   the  Pruffian  vefffls    they   met 
with  on  their  cruize.     Upon  which  the  commandant  of 
Memel  immediately  gave  orders  for  pointing   the  can 
non  to  fire  upon  all  Ruffian  {hips  that  ihould  approach 
that  place. 

The  land-forces  of  the  Ruffians  had  now  lingered  on 
their  march  upwards  of  fix  months  ;  and  it  was  pretty 
generally  doubted,  by  rhofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  have 
the  beft  intelligenc -,  whether  they  ever  were  defigned 
really  to  pafs  into  the  Pruffian  territories,  not  only  on 
account  of  their  long  ftay  on  the  borders  of  Lithuania, 
but  alfo  becaufe  feveral  of  their  CofTacics  had  been  fe- 
verely  puniihed  for  plundering  the  waggons  of  fome 
Pruffian  peafant?  upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland,  and 
the  damage  of  the  peafants  compenfated  with  money, 
though  general  Apnixin's  army  v/as  at  the  fame  time 
greatly  diftiefled  by  the  want  of  provi Rons';  when,  on 
a  fudden,  they  quickened  their  motions,  and  fhowed 
they  were,  in  earned,  determined  to  accomplifh  the 
ruin  of  Pruffia.  Their  firft  aft  of  hoftility  was  the 
attack  of  Memel,  which  furrendered  ;  and  by  the  arti 
cles  of  capitulation  it  was  agreed,  that  the  garrifon 
fhould  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  after 
having  engaged  not  to  ferve  againft  the  emprefs,  or  any 
of  her  allies,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

His  Pruffian  majefty,  juftly  forefeeing  the  great 
enormities  that  were  to  be  expected  from  thefe  favage 
enemies,  who  were  unaccuftomed  to  make  war,  except 
upon  nations  as  barbarous  as  themfelves,  who  looked 
upon  war  only  as  an  opportunity  for  plunder,  and  eve 
ry  country  through  which  they  happened  to  march  as 
their's  by  right  of  conqueft,  publifhed  the  following 
declaration  : — "  It  is  fufficiently  known,  that  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  after  the  example  of  his  glorious  predeceffors, 
has,  ever  fince  his  anceffion  to  the  crown,  laid  it  down 
as  a  maxim  to  feek  the  friendfhip  of  the  imperiral  court 
of  Ruflia,  and  cultivate  it  by  every  method.  His  Pruf 
fian  majefty  hath  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  live,  for  feve 
ral  fucceflive  years,  in  the  ftri£teft  harmony  with  the 
reigning  emprefs  ;  and  this  happy  union  would  be  {till 
fubftfting,  if  evil-minded  potentates  had  not  broke  it 
by  their  fecret  machination,  and  carried  things  to  fuch 
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B  o  O  K  a  height,  that  the  minifters  on  both  fides  have  been  re- 
^  called,  and  the  correfpondence   broken  off.     However 

V-*~Y^  melancholy  thefe    circun. fiances  mijght  be  for  the  king 
1757-      his  majefty  was  neverthelefs  moft  attentive   to   prevent 
any    thing   that   might  increafe  the  alienation  of  the 
Ruffian  court.     He  hath  been  particularly  careful,  dur 
ing  the  disturbances  of  the  war  that  now  unhappily  ra 
ges,  to   avoid  whatever  might   involve  him  in  a  diffe 
rence  with  that  court,  notwithstanding  the  great  griev 
ances  he  hath  to  alledge   againft    it;  and  that   it  was 
publicly  known  the  court  of  Vienna   had  at  laft  drawn 
that  of  Ruffia  into   its  deftructive   views,  and   made  it 
ferve  as  an  inftrument  for  favouring  the  fchemesof  Au- 
ftria.     His    majefty  hath  given  the  whole  world  incon- 
teftable  proofs,  that   he  was  under  an  indefpenfable  ne- 
cellity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  meafures  he  hath  taken 
againft  the  courts  of  Vienna   and    Saxony,  who  forced 
him  by  their  conduct  to  take  up   arms  for  his  defence. 
Yet,  even  fince  things  have  been    brought   to  this  ex 
tremity,  the  king  hath   offered  to  lay  down  his   arms, 
if  proper    fecurities   fhould  be  granted   to  him.     His 
majefty  hath   not   neglected  to  expofe  the  artifices  by 
which  the    imperial  court   of  Ruffia  hath    been  drawn 
into  meafures  fo  oppofite  to  the  emprcfs's  fentiments, 
and  which  would  excite    the  utrnoft  indignation  of  that 
great  princefs,  if  the  truth  could  be  placed   before   her 
without  difguife.     The  king   did  more  :  He  fuggefted 
to  her  mperial  majefty  fufficient   means    either  to  ex- 
cufe  her  not   taking    any  part    in  the   prefent  war,  or 
to  avoid,  upon  the  jufteft   grounds,  the   execution   of 
thofe  engagements  which  the  court  of  Vienna   claim 
ed  by  a  rnanifeft  abufe   of  obligations  which   they  em 
ployed  to  palliate  their  unlawful  views.     It  wholly  de 
pended  upon  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  to   extinguifti   the 
flames  of  the  war,  without  unfheathing    the    fword,  by 
purfuing  the  meafures   fuggefted    by  the   king.     This 
conduct  would  have  immortalized  her  reign  through- 
cut  all  Europe.     It  would  have  gained   her    more  laft- 
ing  glory  than  can  be  acquired  by  the  greataft  triumphs. 
The  king  finds   with  regret,  that  all    his    precautions 
and  care  to  maintain  peace  with  the  Ruffian  empire  art 
fruitlefs,  and  that  the  intrigues  of  his    enemies    have 
prevailed.       His  majefty  fees  all  the  confiderations  of 
friendfhip  and  good  neighbourhood  fct  afide  by  the  im 
perial  court  of  Ruffia,  as  well  as  the   obfervance  of  its 
engagements   with  his  majefty.     He  fees   that  court 
marching  its  troops  through  the  territories  of  a   foreign 
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power,  and,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in  order  CHAP, 
to  attack  the  king  in  his  dominions  :  And  thus  taking  V1IL 
part  in  a  war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  involved  the  ^— '"V^ 
Ruffian  empire.  In  fuch  circumftances,  the  king  hath  I75f- 
no  other  part  to  take,  but  to  employ  the  power  which 
God  hath  entrufted  to  him  in  defending  himfelf,  pro 
tecting  his  fubjedts,  and  repelling  every  unjuft  attack. 
His  majeity  will  never  loofe  fight  of  the  rules  which  are 
obferved,  even  in  the  midft  of  war,  among  civilized 
nations.  But  if,  contrary  to  all  hope  and  expectation, 
thefe  rules  mould  be  violated  by  the  troops  of  Ruilia,  if 
tht-y  commit  in  the  king's  territories  diforders  and  ex- 
cefll-s  di  fallowed  by  the  laws  of  arms,  his  majefty  muft 
not  be  bl.irnedifhe  makes  reprifals  in  Saxony  :  And  if, 
inftead  of  that  good  order  and  rigorous  difcipline  which 
have  hitherto  been  obferved  by  his  army,  avoiding  all 
forts  of  violence,  hs  finds  himfelf  forced,  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  to  fuff'er  the  provinces  and  fubjects  of  Saxo 
ny  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  own  territo 
ries  {hill  be  treated.  As  to  the  reft,  the  king  will 
foon  publifti  to  the  whole  world  the  futility  of  the  rea- 
fons  alledged  by  the  imperial  court  of  Ruflia  to  juftify 
its  aggrcflion  ;  and  as  his  majefty  is  forced  upon  mak 
ing  his  defence,  he  has  room  to  hope,  with  confidence, 
that  the  lord  of  hofts  will  blefs  his  righteous  arms,  that 
he  will  difappoint  the  unjuft  enterprises  of  his  enemies, 
and  grant  him  his  powerful  afliftance,  to  enable  him  to 
make  head  againft  them." 

When  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  put  under  the  ban  of 
the  empire,  the  feveral  princes  who  compofe  that  body 
were  required,  by  the  decree  of  the  Aulick  council,  as 
we  obferved  before,  to  furnifh  their  refpedlive  contin 
gents  againft  him.  Thofe  who  feared  him  looked  up 
on  this  as  a  fair  opportunity  of  reducing  him  ;  and 
thofe  who  ftood  in  awe  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  were, 
through  neceflity,  compelled  to  fupport  that  power 
which  they  dreaded.  Befides,  they  were  accuftomed 
to  the  influence  of  a  family,  in  which  the  empire  had, 
for  a  long  time,  been  in  a  manner  hereditary  ;  and 
were  alfo  intimidated  by  the  appearance  of  a  confede 
racy,  the  moft  formidable,  perhaps,  that  the  world  had 
ever  feen.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  contin 
gents,  both  of  men  and  money,  were  collected  (lowly; 
the  troops  were  badly  compofed  ;  and  many  of  thofe, 
not  only  of  the  protdtant  princes,  but  alfo  of  the  Ca 
tholics,  mowed  the  utmoft  reluftance  to  act  againft  his 
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BOOK  Pruifian  majefty,  which,  indeed,  none  of  them  would 
1IL  have  been  able  to  do,  had  it  not  been  for  the  affiftancc 

<-*V**->  of  the  French  under  the  prince  de  Soubife.  The  e- 
J757-  ledor-palatine  loft  above  a  thoufand  men  by  defertion. 
Four  thoufand  of  the  troops  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Wirtemberg  beins  delivered  to  the  French  commifTa- 
ry  on  the  24th  of  "June,  were  immediately  reviewed  ; 
but  the  review  was  fcarcely  finifhed,  when  they  began 
to  cry  aloud,  that  they  were  fold.  Next  morning, 
thirty  of  them  deferted  at  once,  and  where  foon  follow 
ed  by  parties  of  twenty  and  thirty  each,  who  forced 
their  way  through  the  detachments  that  guarded  the 
gates  of  Stutgard,  and  in  the  evening  the§  mutiny  be 
came  general.  They  fired  upon  the  officers  in  their 
barracks,  and  let  their  general  know,  that  if  he  did 
not  immediately  withdraw,  they  would  put  him  to  death. 
Meanwhile,  fome  of  the  officers  having  purfued  the  de- 
ferters,  brought  back  a  part  of  them  prifoners,  when 
the  reft  of  the  foldiers  declared,  that  if  they  were  not 
immediately  releafed,  they  would  fet  fire  to  the  ftadt- 
houfe  and  barracks  ;  upon  which  the  prifoners  were 
fet  at  liberty  late  in  the  evening.  Next  morning,  the 
foldiers  aflembled,  and  having  feized  fome  of  the  officers, 
three  or  four  hundred  of  them  marched  out  of  the  town 
at  a  time,  with  the  mufic  of  the  regiments  playing  be 
fore  them  ;  and  in  this  manner  near  three  thoufand  of 
them  filed  off,  and  the  remainder  were  afterwards  dif- 
charged. 

Operations        The   king   of  Pruflia,  upon   his   leaving  Bohemia, 

of  the  An-   after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  retired    towards    Saxony,    as 

itnans.  ...  ,  ,      r  ,  ,  /•          1-1  -11 

we  obferved  before  ;  and  having  lent  his  heavy  artillery 
and  mortars  up  the  Elbe  to  Drefden,  fixed  his  camp  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  at  Leitmeritz,  where  his  main 
army  was  ftrongly  entrenched,  whilft  marefchal  Keith, 
wich  the  troops  under  his  command,  encamped  on  the 
oppofite  fhore  ;  a  free  communication  being  kept  open 
by  means  of  a  bridge.  At  the  fame  time,  detachments 
were  ordered  to  fecure  the  pafies  into  Saxony.  As  this 
pofition  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  prevented  the  Auftrians 
from  being  able  to  penetrate  into  Saxony  by  the  way  of 
the  Elbe,  they  moved,  by  flow  marches,  into  the  cir 
cle  of  Buntzlau,  and  at  laft,  with  a  detachment  com 
manded  by  the  duke  d'Aremberg  and  M.  Macguire, 
on  the  1 8th  of  June  fell  fuddenly  upon,  and  took  the 
important  poft  at  Gabel,  fitnated  between  Boernifh- 
Leyp?.,  and  Zittau,  after  an  obftinate  defence  made  by 
the  Prufikn  garrifon,  under  major-general  Putkauuner, 
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confifting  of  four  battalions,  who  were  obliged  to  fur-  CHAP. 
render  prifoners  of  war.  The  Auftrians  having  by  VIII- 
this  motion  gained  a  march  towards  Lufatia,  upon  a  ^^^^ 
corps  which  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of 
the  prince  of  Pruffia  to  watch  them,  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty  thought  proper  to  leave  Leitmeritz  on  the  20th  in 
the  morning,  and  lay  that  night  at  Lickowitz,  a  vil 
lage  oppofite  to  Leitmerits,  of  which  a  battalion  of 
his  troops  ftill  kept  poffeflion,  while  the  reft  of  his  ar 
my  remained  encamped  in  the  plain  before  that  place. 
Next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  Prince  Henry  de 
camped,  and  made  fo  good  a  difpofition  for  his  retreat, 
that  he  did  not  lofe  a  Tingle  man,  though  he  march 
ed  in  fight  of  the  whole  body  of  Auftrian  irregulars. 
He  pafTed  the  bridge  at  Leitmeritz,  after  withdrawing 
the  battalion  that  was  in  the  town  and  having  burnt 
the  bridge,  the  whole  army  united,  and  made  a  final  I 
movement  towards  the  pafles  of  the  mountains ;  the 
king  then  lying  at  Sulowitz,  near  the  field  where  the 
battle  of  Lowofchutz  was  fought  on  the  ift  of  October 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  heavy  baggage  was  fent 
on  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  proper  efcorte  ;  and  in  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  the  army  marched  in  two  columns", 
and  encamped  on  the  high  grounds  at  Lufechitz,  a 
little  beyond  Lenai,  where  it  halted  the  23d.  No  at 
tack  was  made  upon  the  rear-guard,  though  great  num 
bers  of  Auftrian  huflars,  and  other  irregulars,  had  ap 
peared  the  evening  before  within  cannon  fhotofthe  Pru- 
fian  camp.  On  the  24th  the  army  marched  to  Nelleri- 
dorf ;  on  the  25th,  it  encamped  near  Cotta  j  on  the 
26th  near  Pirna,  where  it  halted  the  next  day;  and  on 
the  28th,  it  crofted  the  river  near  that  place,  and  en 
tered  Lufatia,  where,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  it  en 
camped  at  Bautzen. 

The  king's  army  made  this  retreat  with  all  the  fuc- 
cefs  that  could  be  wifhed  ;  but  the  corps  under  the 
prince  of  Pruflia  had  not  the  fame  good  fortune  ;  for  the 
Auftrians,  immediately  after  their  taken  Gabel,  fent  a 
ftrong  detachment  againft  Zittau,  a  trading  town  in  the  Definition 
circle  of  Upper- Saxony,  where  the  Pruflians  had  large  of 
magazines,  and  a  garrifon  of  fix  battalions,  and,  in  his 
fight,  attacked  it  with  uncommon  rage.  Paying  no  re 
gard  to  the  inhabitants  as  being  friends  or  allies,  but 
determined  to  reduce  the  place  before  the  king  of  Pruf 
fia  could  have  time  to  march  to  its  relief,  they  nofoon- 
er  arrived  before  it,  than  they  bombarded  and  canno 
naded  it  with  fuch  fury,  that  moft  of  the  garrifon,  find- 
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BOOK  ing  themfelves  unable  to  refift,  made  their  efcape  ;  and 
'  carried  off  as  much  as    they  could   of  the     magazines, 

^^V>->  leaving  only  three  or  four  hundred  men  in  the  town, 
1?57<  under  colonel  Diricke,  to  hold  it  out  as  long  as  pof- 
fible  ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  till  the  whole  place  was 
almoftdeftroyed.  The  cannonading  began  on  the  23d 
of  July,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  lafted  till  five  in 
the  evening.  In  this  fpace  of  time  four  thoufand  balls, 
many  of  them  red-hot,  were  fired  into  this  unfortunate 
city,  with  fo  little  interrm/Iion,  that  it  was  foon  fet  on 
fire  in  feveral  places.  In  the  confufion  which  the  con 
flagration  produced,  the  Auftrians  entered  the  town, 
and  the  inhabitants  imagined  that  they  had  then  nothing 
further  to  fear  ;  and  th?.t  their  friends,  the  Auflrians, 
would  affift  them  in  extinguifhing  the  flames,  and  faving 
the  place  ;  but  in  this  particular  theirexpeciations  were 
difappointed.  The  Pandours  and  Sclavonians,  who 
ruihed  in  with  the  regular  troop?,  made  no  diftin£iion 
between  the  PrufTians  and  the  inhabitants  of  Zittau  ; 
inftead  of  hslping  to  quench  the  flames,  they  began  to 
plunder  the  warehoufes  which  the  fire  had  not  reach 
ed  ;  fo  that  all  the  valuable  merchandize  they  contained 
was  either  carried  offor  reduced  to  afhes.  Upwards  of 
fix  hu.idred  houff-s,  and  almoft  ail  the  public  buildings, 
the  cathedrals  of  St.  John  sndSt.  James,  the  orphan- 
ho;  fe,  eight  parfonaee  houf'^,  eight  fchools,  the  town- 
houfe,  and  every  thins;  contained  in  it,  the  public  weigh- 
houfe,  the  prifon,  the  archives,  and  all  the  other  docu 
ments  of  the  town-council,  the  plate,  and  the  other 
things  of  value,  prcfented  to  the  town  from  time  to  time 
by  emperors,  kings,  and  other  princes  and  noblemen, 
were  entirely  d  (troyed,  and  more  than  four  hundred  ci 
tizens  were  killed  in  this  aflault.  Of  the  whole  town 
there  was  left  ftanding  only  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
ei^ht  houfes,  two  churches,  the  council,  library,  and 
the  fair-work.  The  queen  of  Poland  was  fo  affecl^d 
by  this  melancholy  account,  that  {he  is  faid  to  have 
fainted  away  upon  hearing  it.  As  this  city  belonged  to 
their  friend  the  king  of  Poland,  the  Auflrians  thought 
proper  to  publim.  an  excufe  for  their  conduct,  afcribing 
it  entirely  to  the  neceffity  they  were  under,  and  the 
obftinate  defence  made  by  thePruffian  garrifon.  But 
what  excufescan  atone  for  fuch  barbarity  ? 

The  corps  under  the  prince  of  Pruilia,  which  had 
been  witneffes  to  the  deftruilion  of  this  unhappy  place, 
was,  by  the  king's  march  to  Bautzen,  fortunately  ex 
tricated  from  the  danger  of  being  furrounded  by  the 
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Auftrians,  who,  upon  his  majefty's  approach,  retired  CHAP, 
from  their  pofrs  on  the  right.  Soon  after  this  event,  .J  ' 
the  prince  of  Pruffia,  finding  his  health  much  impaired  '*'S 
by  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign*,  quitted  the  army,  *757* 
and  returned  to  Berlin.  In  the  mean  time,  marefchal 
Keith,  who  had  been  Ifft  upon  the  frontier,  to  guard 
the  paffesofthe  mountains  of  Bohemia,  arrived  at  Pir- 
na,  having  been  much  harafTed  in  his  march  by  the  ene 
my's  irregular  troops,  and  loft  fome  waggons  ofpro- 
viltons  and  baggage.  After  reftins;  a  day  at  Pirna,  he 
purfued  his  march  through  Drefden  with  twenty  bat 
talions  and  forty  fquadrons,  and  encamped  on  the  right 
of  the  Elbe,  before  the  gate  of  the  new  city,  from 
whence  he  joined  the  king  between  Bautzen  and  Gor- 
litz.  The  Pruffian  army  now  re-aflembled  at  this 
place  amounted  to  about  fixty  thoufand  men,  befides 
twelve  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons,  which  remained 
in  the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  under  the  prince  of  An- 
halt-Deflau,  to  cover  Drefden,  fecure  the  gorges  of  the 
mountains,  and  check  the  incurfions  of  trie  Auftrian 
irregulars,  with  whom,  as  they  were  continu:  lly  fly 
ing  about  the  Hurts  of  the  Pruffian  army,  as  well  in 
their  encampments  as  on  their  marche?,  almoft  daily 
/kirmifhes  happened,  with  various  fuccefs.  Though 
fome  of  thefe  encounters  were  very  bloody,  they  coft 
the  PrufTians  much  fewer  men  than  they  lofb  by  deler- 
tion  fince  the  battle  of  Kolin.  The  reafon  feems  ob 
vious  :  The  Pruffian  army  had  been  recruited  in  times 
of  peace,  from  all  parts  of  Germany  ;  and  though  this 
way  of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper  in  fuch  times, 
yet  it  cannot  be  expected  to  anfwer  in  a  ftate  of  actual 
war,  efpecially  an  unfortunate  war  ;  becaufe  the  fide 
lity  of  fuch  foldiers  can  never  be  fo  much  depended  on 
as  that  of  natives,  who  ferve  their  natural  fovereign 
from  principle,  and  not  merely  for  pay,  and  who 
muft  defcrt  their  country,  their  parents,  and  their 
friends,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  defert  their  prince. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  take  notice  of  fome  events, 
which  could  not  eafily  be  mentioned  before,  without 

*  This  was  the  reafon  that  was  publicly  afiigned  f>r  his  quitting  the 
army;  but  a  much  more  probable  one,  which  was  only  whii'pered,  feems 
to  have  been,  thar  this  prince,  than  whom  nfine  ever  was  n  ore  remarka- 
abh  for  humanity  and  the  focial  virtues,  difliking  the  violent  proceedings 
ot  fluking  his  brother,  could  not  retrain  fro  11  exi>->ftijlating  with  him  on 
that  fubjeft  ;  upon  which  his  majefty,  with  an  air  of  great  diiapproba- 
tion,  told  him,  "  That  the  air  of  Berlin  \vou':d  be  better  for  liim  than 
that  of  the  camp."  The  prince  accordingly  retired  to  Berlin,  where  he 
died  foon  after  j  grief  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  brothsr,  and  for 
the  ftep3  taken  by  him,  having  no  fmall  flurc  In  his  death. 
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BOOK  breaking  through  the  order  we   have  propofed   to  our- 
felves  in  the   writing  of  this  hiftory.     The  e.nprefs- 


queen,  more  embittered  than  ever  againft  the  king  of 
J757'  Pruffia  and  his  allies,  recalled  her  minifters,  count  Co- 
loredo  and  Monf.  Zohern,  from  London  towards  the 
beginning  of  July  ;  and  about  the  fame  time  count 
Kaunitz,  great  chancellor  of  the  empire,  informed  Mr. 
Keith,  the  Britifh  minifterat  Vienna,  that  the  court  of 
London,  by  the  fuccours  it  had  given,  and  ftill  conti 
nued  to  give  the  king  of  Pruffia,  as  well  as  by  other 
circumftances  relating  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs, 
having  broken  the  folemn  engagements  which  united 
this  crown  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  her  majefty  the 
emprefs-queen  had  thought  proper  to  recal  her  mini- 
fter  from  England,  and  confequently  to  break  off  all 
correfpondence.  Mr.  Keith,  in  purfuance  of  this  no 
tice,  fet  out  from  Vienna  on  the  2Qth  of  July  j  as  did 
alfoMr.  Defrolles,  his  Britannic  majefty's  minifter  at 
the  court  of  Bruffels,  from  this  laft  place,  about  the 
fame  time.  On  the  Jth  of  July,  general  Pifa,  com 
mandant  of  Oftend,  Nieuport,  and  the  maritime  ports 
of  Flanders,  fent  his  adjutant  to  the  Englifh  vice-con- 
ful  at  Oftend,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  tell 
him,  that  by  orders  from  his  court  all  communication 
with  England  was  broke  off;  and  defired  the  vice- 
conful  to  intimate  to  the  packet-boats  and  Britifh  fhip- 
ping  at  Oftend,  Bruges,  and  Nieuport,  ro  depart  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  not  to  return  into  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  emprefs-queen,  till  further  difpofitions 
fhould  be  made.  The  reafons  alledged  by  the  court  of 
Vienna  for  debarring  the  fubjedts  of  his  Britannic  ma 
jefty  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  ports,  obtained  for  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  by  the  arms  and  treafures  of  Great  Britain, 
were,  "  That  her  imperial  majefty,  the  emprefs-queen 
could  not,  with  indifference,  fee  England,  inftead  of 
giving  the  fuccours  due  to  her  by  the  moft  folemn  trea 
ties,  enter  into  an  alliance  with  her  enemy  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  actually  afford  him  all  manner  of  afliftance, 
affembling  armies  to  oppofe  thofe  which  the  moft  chri- 
ftian  king,  her  ally,  had  fent  to  her  aid,  and  fuffering 
privateers  to  exercife  open  violence  in  her  roads,  un 
der  the  cannon  of  her  ports  and  coafts,  without  giving 
the  leaft  fatisfa£Hon  or  anfwer  to  the  complaints  made 
on  that  account  ;  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  him- 
felf,  at  the  very  time  fhe  was  offering  him  a  neutrali 
ty  for  Hanover,  publifhing  by  a  meflage  to  his  parlia- 
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ment,  that  flic  had  formed,  with  the  moft  chriftian  CHAP. 
king,  dangerous  defigns  againft  that  electorate:  VIII< 
Therefore,  her  majefty,  defirous  of  providing  for  the  ^>f**J 
fecurity  of  her  ports,  judged  it  expedient  to  give  the  *757" 
forementioned  orders ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  de 
clare,  that  file  could  no  longer  permit  a  free  communi 
cation  between  her  fubjedts  and  the  Englifh,  which 
had  hitherto  been  founded  upon  treaties  that  Great  Bri 
tain  had,  without  fcruple,  openly  violated."  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  orders,  the  Englifh  packet-boats 
with  letters,  were  allowed  to  pafs,  as  ufual,  to  and 
from  Oftend;  the  minifters  of  her  imperial  majefty 
wifely  confidering  how  good  a  revenue  the  poftage  of 
Englifh  letters  brings  into  the  poft-office  of  the  Auftri- 
an  Netherlands.  Oftend  and  Nieuport  by  order  of  her 
imperial  majefty,  received  each  of  them  a  French  gar- 
rifon ;  the  former  on  the  igth  of  July,  and  the  latter 
the  next  day,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Motte, 
upon  whofe  arrival  the  Auftrian  troops  evacuated  thofe 
places  ;  though  the  emprefs-queen  ftill  referved  to  her- 
felf,  in  both  of  them,  the  full  and  free  exercife  of  all 
her  rights  of  fovereignty  ;  to  which  purpofe  an  oath 
was  adminiftcred  to  the  French  commandant  by  her 
majefty'sminifter  plenipotentiary  for  the  government 
of  the  Low  Countries.  At  the  fame  time,  their  impe 
rial  and  moft  chriftian  majefties  notified  to  the  magi- 
ftracy  of  Hamburgh,  that  they  muft  not  admit  any 
Englifh  men  of  war,  or  tranfports,  into  their  port,  on 
pain  of  having  a  French  garrifon  impofed  on  them. 
The  city  of  Gueldres,  which  had  been  blocked  up  by 
the  French  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  fummer,  was 
forced  by  famine  to  capitulate  on  the  24th  of  Auguft, 
and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  in  order  to  be  conducted  to  Berlin:  But  fo  many 
of  them  deferted,  that  when  they  parted  by  Cologn, 
the  whole  garrifon  confifted  only  of  the  commandant, 
and  forty  feven  men.  By  the  furrender  of  this  place, 
the  whole  country  lay  open  to  the  French  and  their  al 
lies  quite  up  to  Magdebourg;  and  the  emprefs-queen 
immediately  received  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
from  the  revenues  of  Cleves  and  La  Marcke  alone. 

To  return  to  the  affairs    more   immediately  relating  Skirmiflu* 
to  the  king  of  PrufTia.  The  advanced  pofts  of  the  prince  ^w^" 
of  Anhalt-Deflau  at  Pirna  were  attacked  on  the  icth  of  ftrians  anrf 
Auguft  by  a  body  of  huflars,  and  other  irregular  troops  Pruffiarr. 
of  the  Auftrians  ;  but  the  PrufTians  foon   obliged  them 
to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  men  and  tvvo  pieces  of 
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BOOK  cannon.  On  the  igth  of  the  fame  month,  early  in  the 
morning,  a  great  number  of  Auftrian  Pandours  fur- 

^**V<V*>  rounded  a  little  town  calLd  Gotlicbe,  in  which  a  Pruf- 
*757-  flan  garrifon  was  quartered,  with  a  clefign  to  take  it 
by  furprize.  The  Pandours  attacked  it  on  all  fides, 
and,  in  the  beginning-,  killed  twenty-three  PrufTians, 
and  wounded  many  ;  but  the  Pru(Tians  having  rallied, 
repulfed  the  affailants  with  great  lofs.  Thefe,  howe 
ver,  were  but  a  fort  cf  preludes  to  much  more  decifive 
actions,  which  happened  foon  after.  Silefia,  which  had 
hitherto  been  undifturbcd  this  year,  began  now  to  feel 
the  effects  of  war.  Baran  Jahnus,  an  Auftrian  colonel, 
entering  that  country  with  only  an  handful  of  men,  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Hirfchberg,  Waldenberg,  Goltef- 
burg,  Frankenftein,  and  Landfliut.  They  were,  in 
deed,  but  open  places  ;  and  he  was  repulfed  in  an  at 
tempt  upon  Strigau.  On  the  fide  of  Franconia,  the  ar 
my  of  the  empire  was  aflemblirg  with  all  fpeed,  under 
the  prince  of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen  ;  the  French  were 
marching  afecond  army  from  their  interior  provinces  in 
to  Alface,  in  o;  der  to  join  the  imperialifts  :  The  firft 
divifion  of  their  troops  had  already  entered  the  empire, 
and  were  advanced  as  far  as  Hanau.  The  Swedes  were 
now  preparing,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  fend  a 
numerous  army  into  Pomerania  ;  and  the  Ru/fians. 
who,  fmce  the  taking  of  Memel,  had  not  clone  the  king 
of  Pru/Tiamuch  damage,  befides  that  of  obliging  him  to 
keep  an  army  in  Pru/Tia  to  oppofe  them, and  interrupting 
the  trade  of  Koningfberg  by  their  fquadrons,  were  a- 
gain  advancing  withhafty  ftrides  towards  PrulTia,  mark 
ing  their  fteps  with  horrid  defolation.  Field-maref- 
chal  Lehwald,  who  had  been  left  in  PruiTia,  with  an  ar 
my  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  to  guard  that  kingdom  du 
ring  the  abfenceof  his  matter,  was  encamped  near  Ve- 
Jau,  when  the  Ruffians,  to  the  number  of  eighty  thoufand, 
after  taking  Memcl,  advanced  againft  the  territories 
of  the  Prufitan  king,  whofe  fituation  now  drew  upon 
him  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  In  the  night  be 
tween  the  7th  and  8th  of  Auguft,  colonel  Ma- 
lachowfki,  one  of  marefchal  Lehwald's  officers,  march 
ed  to  reconnoitre  the  pofitionof  the  enemy,  when  a 
/kirmifti  happened,  which  laftcd  near  two  hours,  between 
his  advanced  ranks  and  a  Ruffian  detachment  three 
times  ftronger  than  the  PrufTians.  The  Ruffians  were 
repulfed,  and  fled  into  the  woods,  after  having  fifty 
men  killed,  and  a  great  number  wounded.  The  Pruf- 
/ians  loft  but  one  man,  ar.d  had  fourteen  wounded. 
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Several  other   little    fkirmifb.es    happened    between  CHAP. 
ftraggling  parties  of  the  two  armies  ;  and  the  Ruffians 
went  on    pillaging  and    laying     wafte     every      thing    ""V^ 
before    them     till  at  length    the  two    armies  approach     I757' 
ed    one     another    in  Brandenburg-Pruffia.     Marefchal 
Lehwald      finding  it    impoifrble  to   fpare    detachments 
from  fo  fmall  a  number  r.s  his  was,  compared  to  that  of 
the  enem  y,  to  cover  the  wretched  inhabitants  from   the 
outrages   committed  on  them  by  the  Ruffian?,  Coffacks, 
and  other  barbarians  belonging  to  them,  judged   it   ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  attack  their  main  army  ;  and   ac 
cordingly,  notwithstanding  his  great  difad  vantage  in  al- 
moft  every  refpecl:,  he  refolved    to   hazard   a  battle  on 
the  3Oth  of  Auguft.     The  Ruffians,    confifting,  as  we 
before  obferved,  of  eighty  thoufand  regulars,  under  the 
command  of  marefchal  Apraxin,  avoiding  the  open  field, 
were    entrenched  in    a  moft   advantageous  camp  near 
Norkitten  in  Pruflia.     Their   army   was  compofed  of 
four  lines,  each  of  which  was  guarded  by  an  entrench 
ment,  and  the  whole  was  defended  by  two  hundred  pie 
ces  of  cannon,  batteries   being  placed  upon  all    the    e- 
minences.    Marefchal  Lehwalds  army  fcarcely  amount 
ed  to  thirty  thoufand  men.     The  action  began  at  five 
in  the  morning,  and  was  carried  on   with  fo  much  vi 
gour,  that  the  Prufiians  entirely  broke   the  whole    firft  Rufiiam de- 
line  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  all  their  batteries.     The  fe-ted> 
prince  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  brother  to  the  king  of  Swe 
den,  at  the  head  of  his    regiment  of  dragoons,    routed 
the  Ruffian  cavalry,  and  afterwards  fell  upon  a  regiment 
of  granadiers,  which  was  cut  to  pieces  ;  but  when  the 
Pruffians  came  to  the  fecond   entrenchment,    marefchal 
Lehwald,  feeing  that  he  could  not  attempt  to  carry    it 
without  expofing  his  army  too   much,    teolc    the  refo- 
lution  to  retire.  The  Pruffians  returned  to  their  former 
camp  at  Velau,  and  the  Ruffians  remained  in  their  pre- 
fent  fituation.      The  lofs  of  the  Pruffians,  little  exceed 
ing  two  thoufand  killed  and  wounded,    was  immediate 
ly  replaced  out  of  the  difciplined    militia.     The  Ruf 
fians  loft  a  much  greater  number.     General   Lapuchin 
was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner,  with  a  colonel  of  the 
Ruffian  artillery,  but  the  former  was  fent   back  on  his 
parole.     The  Pruflian  army  had,  at  firft,  made   them- 
felves  mafters  of    above  eighty   pieces  of  cannon,    but 
were  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  them,  with   eleven 
of  their  own,  for   want  of  carriages.     Three   Ruffian 
generals  were  killed  ;  but  the  Pruffians  loft  no  general 
or  officer  of  diftin&ion,    of  which   rank  count   Dohna 
was  the  only  one  that  was  wounded. 

VOL.  IH.  zC 
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BOOK       After  this  engagement,  marefchal  Lehwald  changed 
jjl-        tfie  pofition  of  his  army,  by   drawing  towards  Peterf- 
w  lid,  arid  the   Ruffians,  after  remaining  quite  inactive 
till  the    13th  of  September,  on  a  fudden,  to  the   great 
furprife  of  every  one,  retreated  out  of  Pruffia  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  they  left  all  their  Tick  and  wounded 
behind  them,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  thou- 
fand  men,  together  with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  military  ftores.     Marefchal 
Apraxin  mafked  his  defign  by  advancing  all  his    irre 
gulars  towards  the   Pruflian  army  ;  fo  that   marefchal 
Lehwald  was  not  informed  of  it  till  the  third  day,  when 
he  detached  prince  George  of  Holftein,  with  ten  thpu- 
fand  horfe,  to  purfue  them  ;  but  with  little   hopes  of 
coming:  up  with  them,  as  they  made  forced  marches,  in 
order  to  be  the  fooner  in  their  own  country.     However, 
the  Pruflians  took   fome  of  them  prifoners,  and  many 
ftragglers  were  killed  by    the    country  people    in  their 
flight  towards    Tilfit,  which   they  abandoned,  though 
they  ftill  kept  Memel,  and  fhordy  after  added  fome  new 
fortifications  to  that  place.     They  made  their  retreat  in 
two  columns,  one  of  which  directed  its  courfe  towards 
Aiemel  ;  whilft   the  other    took    the  neareft  way  thro' 
the  bailiwick  of  Abfternen,  and    threw  bridges    over 
the  river  Jura.     Both  columns  burnt  every  village  they 
paffed     through    without   diftinclion.     The    Pruflians 
were  obliged  to  defift   from  the  purfuit  of  thefe  barba 
rians,  becaufe  the  bridges  thrown  over  the    river  Me 
mel  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  violence  of  the  ftream, 
'["he  Ruffian  army  fuffered  greatly  for  want  of  bread,  as 
all  the  countries   were    ruined  through  which  it   pafled, 
ib  that  they  could    procure  no   fort  of   fubfifrence   but 
herbage    and   rye    bread.     All  the  roads  were  ftrewed 
with  dead   bodies   of  men  and  horfes.     The  real  canfe 
of  this  fudden  retreat  is  as  great  a  myftery  as  the  reafon, 
of  their  (topping  fo  long  the  year   before    on    the   bor 
ders  of  Lithuania;  though  the  occafion   of  it  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  illnefs  of  the  czarina,  who  was  feized  with 
a  kind  of  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  had  made  fome  new  re 
gulation  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne,   which  ren 
dered  it  expedient  that  the   regular   forces  ftiould   be  at 
hand,  to  fupport  the   meafu  res  taken  by  the  govern 
ment. 

The  king  of  Pruilia,  after  remaining;   for  fome  time 

ot  tne  j,°  r»  »  /-«   -     »•  i     i   • 

(jand  encamped  between  liautzen  and  Cjoerlits,  removed    his 

i  np^jaiiiti.  he^d-quarters  to  Bernftcdel  ;  and  on  the    I5th  of  Au- 

guft  his  army  came  in  fight  of  the    Aurtrian  camp,  and 
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within  cannon  ftiot  of  it :  Upon   which  the  Auftrians  CHAP, 
ftruck  their  tents,  and    drew  up   in  order  of  battle   be-  ^     ' 
fore  their  camp.     The  king    formed  his   army  over  a-  V-*"V*"'^ 
gainft   them,  and  immediately  went  to  reconnoitre  the,      I75'' 
ground  between  the  armies  ;   but,  as  it  was    then  late 
he  deferred  the  more  exact  examination  of  that  circum- 
•ftance  till  the  next  day.     The  two   armies    continued 
under   arms  all   ni^ht.       Next  morning,  at  break   of 
day,  the  king  found  the  Auftrians  encamped  with  their 
right  at  the  river  Weifle  ;  the  reft  of  their   army  ex 
tended  along  a  riling  ground,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain 
covered  with  wood,   which  protected  their  left,  and  be 
fore  their  front,  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  they 
were  drawn    up,  was  a  fmall  brook,  paflable   only  in 
three  places,  and  for  no  more  than  four  or  five  men  a- 
breaft.    Towards  the  left  of  their  army  was  an  opening, 
where  three  or  four  battalions  might  have  marched  in 
front  :   But  behind  it  they  had  placed  three  lines  of  in 
fantry  ;  and,  on    a   hill    which  flanked    this    opening, 
within  mufket-fnot,  were   placed    four  thoufand   foot, 
with  forty  or  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  ;  fothat,  in  reality, 
this  was  the   ftrongefl   part  of  their  camp.     The  king 
left  nothing  undone  to  bring  the    Auftrians  to  a  battle  ; 
but  finding    them  abfolutely  bent  on  avoiding   it,  after 
lying  four  days  before  them,  he  and   his  army  return 
ed  to  their  camp  at    Bernftedel.     They  were  followed 
by  fome  of  the  enemy's    hullars  and   panclour^,  who, 
however,  had  not   the  fatisfaftion  to  take  the  f  ,.?J!cft 
booty  in  this  retreat.     The  Auftrian  army,  which  thus 
declined    engaging,    was,  by    their    own    account,  an 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand   ftrona;,  more  thnn  double 
the  number    cf  the   king  of  Pruflia,  who,  the  day  he 
returned  to   Bernftedel,  after  he  had  retired  about  two 
thoufand  yards,  again  drew  up  his  army  in   line  of  bat 
tle,  and   remained    fo  upwards   of  an  hour,  but  not  a 
man   ftirred   from   the    Auftj'ian  camp.     The  army  of 
the  empire,  commanded  by  the   prince  of   Saxe-Hild- 
burghaufen,  and    that  of  the  French,  under  the  prince 
de  Soubifc,  making  together  about  fifty  thoufand  men, 
half  of  which  were    French,  had    by  this  time  joined, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  Erfurth  in  Saxeny;  upon  which 
his  Pruffian    majefty,  finding    that  all   his   endeavours 
could  not  bring  the  Auftrians    to    an    engagement,  L-.t 
out  from   Lafatia,  accompained    by   marefrhal    Keith, 
with  fixteen  battalions  and  forty  fqup.drons  of  his  troops, 
and  arrived  at  Drefden  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  leaving 
the  reft  of  the  army  in   a  ftrong  camp  under  the  prince 
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B  O  o  K  of  Severn.       With    this    detachment,    which)  by  the 
junction  of  feveral  bodies  of  troops,  amounted  to  about 

^^Y^  forty  thoufand  men,  he  made  a  quick  march,  by  the 
J7j7-  way  of  Leipzig,  towards  Erfurth,  to  give  battle  to  the 
united  army  of  the  French  and  the  empire.  But  by 
the  time  he  arrived  at  Erfurth,  which  was  on  the  I4th 
of  September,  the  enemy  had  retreated  towards  Gotha; 
and,  upon  his  further  approach,  they  retired  to  Eycfe- 
nach,  where  they  entrenched  themfelves  in  averyftrong 
camp.  His  majefty's  head-quarters  were  at  Kirichla- 
ben,  near  Erfurth.  While  the  two  armies  were  thus 
fituated,  major-general  Sejdelitz,  who  occupied  the 
town  of  Gotha,  being  informed,  on  the  igth,  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  was  coming  towards  him, 
and  that  itconfiiled  of  two  regiments  of  Auftrian  huf- 
lars,  one  regiment  of  French  huffars,  and  a  detachment 
m?ue  up  of  French  grenadier?,  troops  of  the  army  of 
the  empire,  and  a  great  number  of  Croats  and  Pandours, 
retired,  and  polled  himfcif  atfome  diftance.  The  ene 
my  immediately  took  pofTefiion  of  the  town  and  caftle  ; 
but  general  Seydelitz,  having  been  reinforced,  attack 
ed  the  enemy  with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  foon  obliged 
them  to  abandon  their  new  conqueft,  and  to  retire  with 
great  precipitation  ;  a  report  having  been  fpread,  that 
the  Pruflian  army  was  advancing  againft  them,  with 
the  king  himfelf  in  perfon.  The  Pruflian  huflars  took 
a  confiderable  booty  en  this  occafion,  and  general  Sey- 
dclitz.  fent  prifoners  to  the  camp,  one  lieutenant-colo 
nel,  three  majors,  four  lieutenants,  and  fixty-two  fol- 
diers  of  the  enemy,  who  had  alfo  about  an  hundred  and 
thirty  killed.  After  this  a£tion  his  Pruflian  majefty 
advanced  near  Eyefenach,  with  a  defign  to  attack  the 
combined  army ;  but  they  were  fo  ftrongly  entrenched 
that  he  found  it  impracticable.  His  provifions  falling 
ftiorr,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  towards  Erfurth,  and 
foon  after  to  Naumburgh  on  the  river  Sala  ;  whereup 
on  the  combined  army  marched,  and  again  took  pof- 
leffion  of  Gotha,  Erfurth,  and  Weimar  ;  which  laft 
place,  however,  they  foon  after  quitted. 

Upon  the  king  of  Pruffia's  leaving  Bernftedel,  the 
Auftrians  took  poflefiion  of  it  on  the  6th  of  Septem 
ber,  and  made  prifoners  a  Pruflian  battalion  which  had 
been  left  there.  The  next  day  fifteen  thoufand  Auftri 
ans  attacked  two  battalions  of  general  W^interfield's 
troops,  being  part  of  the  prince  of  Bevern's  army  who 
were  pofled  on  a  high  ground  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Neifs,  ne^r  Henr.erfdcrf,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Go- 
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erlitz  ;  and,  after  being  repulfed  feveral  times,  at  laft  CHAP. 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  eminence.     The    lofs,      VI11- 
in  this  aflion  was  confideriible  on  both  fides,  but   grea-  ^^y*^ 
teft  on  that  of  the  PrufHans,  not  fo  much  by  the  num-  BlI;j";7 
her  of  their  fluin,  which  fcarcely  exceeded  that  of  the  tweenthe 
Auftrians,  as  by  the  death  of  their  brave  general  Win-  Auihians 
terfield,  who  as  he  was  leading  up  fuccours  to  the  bat-  *'ld  Pruf" 

i     "  •        i  n  r  nans. 

talions  that  were  engaged,  received  a  mot  from  a 
cannon,  of  which  he  died  the  night  following.  The 
generals  Nadafti  and  Clerici,  count  d'Arberg,  colonel 
Elrickhaufen,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  diftin£tion, 
were  wounded  and  the  young  count  of  Groefbeck  and 
the  marquis  d'Afque  killed,  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians, 
who  took  fix  pieces  of  the  Pruffian  cannon,  fix  pair  of 
the  colours,  and  made  general  Kemeke,the  count  d'An- 
halt,  and  fome  other  officers,  prifoners.  After  this 
fkirmifh  the  prince  of  Bevern,  with  the  Pruffian  army 
under  his  command,  retreated  from  Goerlitz  to  Rothen- 
berg,  then  paffed  the  Quefs  at  Sygerfdorff,  from 
whence  he  marched  toBuntzlau,  in  Silefia,  and  on  the 
ift  of  October  reached  Breflau,  without  fufFering  any 
lofs,  though  the  numerous  army  of  the  Auftrians  fol 
lowed  him  for  fome  days.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he 
chofe  a  very  ftrong  camp  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oder, 
in  order  to  cover  the  city  of  Breflau,  to  the  fortifica 
tions  of  which  he  immediately  added  feveral  new  works. 
Though  neither  fide  had  any  very  fignal  advantage  in 
this  engagement,  more  than  that  the  Auftrians  remain 
ed  mafters  of  the  field,  yet  great  rejoicings  were 
made  at  Vienna  on  account  of  it.  The  death  of  gene 
ral  Winterfield  was,  indeed,  an  irreparable  lofs  to  his 
Pruffian  majefty,  who  received  at  the  fame  time  the 
news  of  this  misfortune,  and  of  the  Swedes  having 
now  actually  begun  hoftilities  in  Pomerania. 

A  body  of  the  French,  who,  let  loofe  againft  the 
king  of  Pruffia  by  the  ever  memorable  and  (hameful 
convention  of  Clofter-Seven,  had  entered  the  territo 
ries  of  Halberftadt  and  Magdeburgh,  were  worfted  at 
Eglen  by  a  party  of  fix  hundred  men,  under  the  com 
mand  of  count  Horn,  whom  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  had  detached  from  a  body  of  troops  with 
which  his  Pruffian  majeftyhad  fent  him  to  defend  thofe 
countries.  The  Pruffians  took  prifoners  the  count  of 
Lufignan,  colonel,  eighteen  other  French  officers,  and 
four  hundred  foldiers,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
a  confiderable  booty  in  baggage,  &r.  with  the  lofs  of 
only  two  men  ;  and,  moreover,  a  French  officer  and 
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BOOK    forty  men  were  made  prifoners  at    Halberftadt.     Upon 
In-         this  check,  the  French   evacuated  the  country  of  Hal- 

^*~y~*J  berftadt  for  a  little  while,  but  returning  again  on  the 
J757-  29th  of  September,  with  a  confiderable  reinforcement 
from  marefchal  Richelieu's  army,  which  he  now  could 
eafily  fpare,  prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  retire 
to  Winfleben,  near  the  city  of  Magdeburgh.  The 
dangers  which  had  been  hitherto  kept  at  a  diftance 
from  the  Pruflian  dominions,  by  the  furprifing  aclivi- 
ty  of  their  king  now  drew  nearer,  and  menaced  them 
on  all  fides.  Marefchal  Richelieu,  with  eighty  batta 
lions  and  an  hundred  fquadrons  entered  the  country  of 
Halberftadt,  and  levied  immenfe  contributions  ;  whilft 
the  allied  army  of  the  French  and  imperialifts,  being 
joined  by  fix  thoufand  men  under  general  Laudohn, 
who  had  juft  defeated  a  regiment  of  Prufhan  cavalry 
near  Erfurth,  marched  to  Weiflenfels,  a  city  in  the  ve 
ry  centre  of  Thuringia.  The  Swedes  had  actually 
taken  fome  towns  in  Pomerania,  and  were  advancing  to 
Defiege  Stetin,  and  the  Auftrians,  who  had  made  them- 
felves  mafters  ofLigr.itz,  and  aconfiderable  part  of  Si- 
lefia,  had  now  laid  fiege  to  Schweidnitz,  and  were  pre 
paring  to  pafs  the  Oder,  in  order  to  attack  the  prince 
of  Bevern  in  his  camp  near  Breflau.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  made  frequent,  and  always  deftru&ive  incurfions 
into  Brandenburgh  ;  to  oppofe  which  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jefty  ordered  detachments  from  all  his  regiments  in 
thcfe  parts  to  join  the  militia  of  the  country,  and  fent 
the  prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau  from  Leipzig,  with  a  body 
of  ten  thoufand  men,  to  guard  Berlin,  whilft  he  him- 
felf  marched  with  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
Interbeck,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Lufatia,  to  be 
the  more  at  hand  to  cover  Brandenburgh,  and  preferve 
the  communication  with  Silefia. 

While  thefe  precautions  were  taking,  general  Had- 
dick,  with  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand"  Auftrians,  en 
tered  Brandenburgh  on  the  i6th  of  October,  and  the 

Berlin  laid    next  day  arrived   before   Berlin,  of  which  city  he   de- 

undercon-  rnnndcd  a  contribution  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns, 
but  contented  himfelf  with  two  hundred  and  ten  thou 
fand.  The  Auftrians  pillaged  two  of  the  fuburbs,  but 
before  they  could  do  any  further  mifchief  they  were 
obliged  to  retire  in  great  hafte,  at  the  approach  of  the 
prince  of  Anhalt-Deftau,  whofe  van-guard  entered  the 
city  in  the  evening  of  their  departure.  This  alarm, 
however,  obliged  the  queen  and  the  royal  family  of 
Pruflia  to  remove  to  Magdeburgh  on  the  23d  j  and  the 
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moft  valuable  records  were  fent  to  the  fort  of  Spandau,  CHAP. 
at  the  conflux  of  the  Havel  and  the  Sphre.  On  the  o-  Vil1- 
ther  hand,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Leipzig  now  (^~y~*J 
felt  moflfeverely  the  cruel  effects  of  the  power  of  their  r  ;I7-V7' 
new  mafter.  The  Pruffian  commandant  in  that  city  je^ 
had,  by  order  of  his  king,  demanded  of  them  three  mil!  ary  ex- 
hundred  thoufand  crowns,  a  fum  far  greater  than  it  was  ecutwn. 
in  their  power  to  raife.  This  truth  they  reprefented, 
but  in  vain.  The  fhort  time  allowed  them  to  furnifh 
their  contingents  being  expired,  and  all  their  efforts  to 
comply  with  this  demand  having  proved  ineffectual, 
they  were  fubjected  to  the  rigours  of  military  execu 
tion ;  in  corifequence  of  which  their  houfjs  were  occu 
pied  by  the  foldiery,  who  feized  upon  the  bcft  apart 
ments,  and  lived  atdifcretion  ;  but  the  fum  demanded 
could  not  be  found.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  this  dif- 
trefled  city,  when,  on  the  1 5th  of  October,  an  exprefs 
arrived,  with  advice  that  his  Pruffian  majefty  would 
foon  be  there ;  and  accordingly  he  arrived  a  few  mi 
nutes  after,  attended  by  his  life-guards.  At  the  fame 
time,  a  rumour  was  fpread  that  the  city  would  be  de 
livered  up  to  pillage,  which  threw  the  inhabitants  into 
the  utmoft  confternation.  Their  fears,  however,  in 
that  refpect  were  foon  abated,  by  his  maiefty's  declar 
ing,  that  he  was  willing  to  fpare  the  place  upon  condi 
tion  that  half  the  fum  required  fhould  be  immediately 
paid.  All  that  could  be  done,  was  to  collect  among  the 
merchants,  traders,  and  others,  fifty  thoufand  crowns ; 
bills  of  exchange  were  drawn  upon  Amfterdam  and 
London  for  feventy  thoufand  crowns,  and  hoftages 
were  given,  by  way  of  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  thir 
ty  thoufand  more,  within  a  time  which  was  agreed  on. 
But  ftill,  notwithftanding  this,  the  military  execution' 
was  continued,  even  with  greater  rigour  than  before, 
and  all  the  comfort  the  wretched  inhabitants  could  ob 
tain  was,  that  it  fhould  ceafe  whenever  advice  fhould 
be  received  that  their  bills  were  accepted. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  had  tried  feveral  times  to  bring 
the  combined  army  under  the  princes  Saxe-Hildburg- 
haufen  and  Soubife  to  an  engagement  upon  fair 
ground;  but  finding  them  bent  on  declining  it,  not 
withftanding  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  he  had 
recourfe  to  one  of  thofe  ftrokes  in  war,  by  which  a  ge 
neral  is  better  feen  than  by  the  gaining  of  a  victory. 
He  made  a  feint,  foon  after  the  beginning  of  October, 
as  if  he  intended  nothing  more  than  to  fecure  his  own 
dominions,  and  march  his  army  into  winter-quarters 
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B  00  K  back  to  Berlin,  leaving  marefchal  Keith  with  only  fe- 
ven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  to  defend  Leipzig.  Upon 

V">"v>^'  this  the  enemy  took  courage,  puffed  the  Sala,  and  hav- 
17-57'  ing  matched  up  to  the  city,  fummoned  the  marcfchal 
to  furrender,  to  which  he  anfvvered,  That  the  king,  his 
n:;'.fter,  had  o:\I.rcd  him  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft 
extremity,  and  he  would  obey  his  orders.  The  enemy 
then  thought  of  befieging  the  city ;  but,  before  they 
could  prepare  any  one  implement  for  that  purpofe,  they 
were  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
who,  judging  that  his  feint  would  probably  induce 
them  to  take  the  ftep  they  did,  had,  by  previous  and 
private  orders,  collected  together  all  his  diftant  de 
tachments,  fome  of  which  were  twenty  leagues  afunder 
and  was  advancing,  by  long  marches  to  Leipzig  ;  up 
on  notice  of  which  the  enemy  repafled  the  Sala.  The 
Pruffian  army  was  re-affembled  on  the  2jth  of  Octo 
ber,  and  remained  at  Leipzig  the  28th  and  29th,  when 
every  body  expected  a  battle  would  be  fought  in  the 
plains  of  Lutzen.  On  the  3Oth,  the  king  drew  nigh 
that  place,  and  on  the  31(1,  ia  his  way  through  Weif- 
fenfels  and  Merefbourg,  he  made  five  hundred  men 
prifoners  of  war.  The  combined  army  had  repafled  the 
Sala  at  Weiflenfels,  Merefbourg,  and  Halle,  where 
they  broke  down  the  bridges,  but  thefe  were  foon  re- 
-  paired,  and  the  xvhcle  Pruffian  army,  amounting  to  no 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  having  parTed  that 
river,  through  thefe  towns,  in  each  of  which  they  left 
a  battalion,  joined  again  on  the  3d  of  November,  in 
the  evening,  over  againft  the  enemy,  whofe  forces  con- 
fifted  of  forty  thoufand  French,  and  twenty-five  thou 
fand  imperialifb.  On  the  5th  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  Pruffians  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  every  where  in  motion.  They  like- 
wife  heard  the  drums  beating  the  march  ;  and,  fo  near 
were  the  two  armies  to  each  other,  plainly  perceived 
from  thjir  cump,  that  their  whole  infantry,  which  had 
drawn  nearer  upon  the  rifmg  grounds  over  againft 
them,  was  filing  off  towards  their  right.  No  certain 
judgment  could,  however,  yet  be  formed  of  the  ene 
my's  real  defign;  and  as  they  were  in  want  of  bread,  it 
was  thought  probable  that  they  intended  to  repafs  the 
Unftrut ;  but  it  was  foon  perceived  that  their  feveral 
motions  were  contradictory  to  each  other.  At  the 
fame  time  that  feme  of  their  infantry  were  filing  off 
towards  their  right,  a  large  body  of  cavalry  wheeled 
round  towards  their  left,  directing  its  march  all  along 


G    E    O    R    G    E        H. 

to  the  rifing  grounds,  with  which  the  whole  Prufllan  CHAP. 
camp,  that  lay  in  a  bottom  between  the  villages  of  Re-  .  _\ 
derow  and  Rofbacru  was  furrounded,  within  the  reach  *r"^ 
of  large  cannon.  Soon  after  that,  the  cavalry  were  gJJ^'f 
feen  to  halt,  and  afterwards  to  fall  back  to  the  right;  Roibach,  , 
though  fome  of  them  ftill  remained  where  they  were, 
whilft  the  reft  marched  back.  About  two  in  the  af 
ternoon,  the  doubts  of  the  Pruflians  were  cleared  up; 
it  plainly  appearing  then  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
attack  them,  and  that  their  difpofitions  were  made  with 
a  view  to  furround  them,  and  to  open  the  action  by  at 
tacking  them  in  the  rear.  A  body  of  referve  was  poft- 
ed  over  againft  Rederow,  to  fall  upon  their  routed 
troops,  in  cafe  they  fhoulcl  be  defeated,  and  to  prevent 
their  retiring  to  Merefbourg,  the  only  retreat  which 
could  then  have  been  left  them.  In  this  fitur.tion  the 
king  of  Pruffia  refolved  to  attack  them,  His  majefty 
hr.d  determined  to  make  the  attack  with  one  wing  only, 
and  the  difpoiition  of  the  enemy  made  it  ncceflary  that 
it  fnould  be  the  left  wing.  The  very  inftant  the  battle 
was  going  to  begin,  his  majefty  ordered  the  general 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  to  decline  engaging, 
to  take  a  proper  pofition  in  confequence  thereof,  and, 
above  all,  to  prevent  his  being  furrounded.  All  the 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Pruflians,  except  two 
or  three  fquadrons,  had  already  marched  to  the  left  at 
full  gallop  ;  and  being  arrived  at  the  place  afligned  them 
they  formed  over  againft  that  of  the  enemy.  They 
then  moved  on  immediately,  the  enemy's  advanced  to 
meet  them,  and  the  charge  was  very  fierce,  feveral  re 
giments  of  the  French  coming  on  with  great  refolu- 
tion.  The  advantage,  however,  was  entirely  on  the 
fide  of  the  Pruflians.  The  enemy's  cavalry  being 
routed,  were  purfued  for  a  confiderable  time  with  great 
fpirit,  but  having  afterwards  reached  an  eminence, 
which  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  rallying,  the  PruC- 
fian  cavalry  fell  upon  them  afrefh,  and  gave  them  fo 
total  a  defeat,  that  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  diforder. 
This  happened  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  Whilft  the- 
cavalry  of  the  Pruffians  charged,  their  infantry  open 
ed.  The  enemy  cannonaded  them  brifkly,  during  this 
interval,  and  did  fome  execution,  but  the  Pruffian  ar 
tillery  was  not  idle.  After  this  cannonading  had  con 
tinued  on  both  fides  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour,  without 
the  leaft  intermiffion  the  fire  of  the  infantry  began.  The 
enemy  could  not  ftand  it,  nor  re fi ft  the  valour  of  the 
Pruffian  foot,  who  callantly  marched  up  to  their  batte- 
VOL.  111.  2'  D 
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BOOK  ries.     The  batteries  were  carried  one?fter  another,  anj 
the  enemy  were  forced  to  give  way,  which  they  did  in 


great  confufion.  As  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruflians  ad- 
I7S7'  vanced,  the  right  changed  its  pofition,  and  having  foon 
met  with  a  (mall  fifing  ground,  they  availed  them- 
felves  of  it,  by  planting  it  with  fix  teen  pieces  of  hea 
vy  artillery.  The  fire  from  thence  was  partly  pointed 
at  the  enemy's  right,  to  increafe  the  diforder  there, 
and  took  their  left  wing  in  front,  which  was  excef- 
The  An-  {ively  galled  thereby.  At  five,  the  victory  was  decid 
ed,  the  cannonading  ceafed,  and  the  enemy  fled  on  all 
fides.  They  were  purfued  as  long  as  there  was  any 
light  todiftinguifli  them,  and  it  may  be  faid,  that  night 
alone  was  the  prefervation  of  this  army,  which  had 
been  fo  formidable  in  the  morning.  They  took  the 
benefit  of  the  darknefs  to  hurry  into  Fryburgh,  and 
there  to  repafs  the  Unftrat,  which  they  did  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  after  a  whole  night's  march. 
The  king  of  Pruflia  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  to 
purfue  them  with  all  his  cavalry,  fupported  by  four 
battalions  of  grenadier?,  the  infantry  following  them 
in  two  columns.  The  enemy  had  patted  the  Unftrut 
at  Fryburgh,  when  the  Pruffians  arrived  on  its  banks, 
and  as  they  had  burnt  the  bridge,  it  became  neceflary 
to  make  another,  which,  however,  was  foon  done. 
The  cavalry  paffed  firft,  but  could  not  come  up  with 
the  enemy  till  five  in  the  evening,  upon  the  hills  of  Ec- 
kerfberg.  It  was  then  too  late  to  force  them  there  ; 
for  which  reafon  the  king  thought  proper  to  canton  his 
army  in  the  neareft  villages,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  fuccefs  his  buffers  had  in  taking  near  three  hun 
dred  baggaoe-wa^gons,  and  every  thing  they  contain 
ed.  The  whole  lofs  of  the  Pruflians,  in  this  important 
engagement,  did  not  exceed  five  hundred  men  kil 
led  and  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  general 
Meincke,  and,  among  the  latter,  prince  Henryr 
and  general  Seydelitz.  The  enemy  lofc  fixty-four  pie 
ces  of  cannon,  a  great  many  ftandards  and  colours, 
near  three  thousand  men  killed  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  upwards  of  eight  thoufand  taken  prifoners,  among 
whom  were  fevcral  generals,  and  other  officers  of  di- 
ftir.ction.  Three  hundred  waggons  were  fent  to  Leip 
zig,  laden  with  wounded  French  and  Swifs.  Upon 
the  approach  of  the  Pruflians  towards  Eckerfberg,  the 
enemy  ratreated  with  great  precipitation  ;  and,  after 
marching  all  night,  arrived  the  next  day  at  Erfurth,  in 
the  utmoft  want  of  every  ncccffary  of  life,  not  having 
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had  a  morfel  of  bread  for  two  days,  during  which  they  CHAP, 
had  been  obliged  to  live  upon  turnips,  radifhes,  and 
other  roots,  which  they  dug  out  of  the  earth.  The 
French,  under  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  were  preparing 
to  go  into  winter-quarters ;  but,  upon  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  the  combined  armies,  they  again  put  them- 
felves  in  motion,  and  a  large  detachment  of  them  ad 
vanced  as  far  as  Duderftadt,  to  favour  the  retreat  of 
their  countrymen  under  the  prince  de  Sotibife,  who 
with  great  precipitancy,  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
from  Erfurth  to  the  county  of  Hohenftein,  and  from 
thence  bent  their  march  towards  Halberftadt.  Of  the 
remains  of  the  imperial  army,  which  was  now  almoft 
entirely  difperfed,  whole  bodies  deferted,  and  went  o- 
ver  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  foon  after  this  battle, 

Whilft  his  Prufiian  majefty  was  thus  fuccefsful  againft 
the  French  and  imperialifts,  the  Auftrians,  who  had 
carefully  avoided  coming  to  an  open  engagement  with 
him,  gained  ground  apace  in  Silefia.  A  detachment 
of  their  army,  under  the  command  of  count  Nadafti, 
had  already  inverted  Schweidnitz,  and  opened  the 
trenches  before  it  on  the  26th  of  October.  The  Pruf- 
fian  garrifon,  commanded  by  general  de  la  Motte  Fou- 
<juet,  determined  to  defend  the  place  as  long  as  poffible; 
and  accordingly,  on  the  3oth,  they  made  a  faily,  in 
which  they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prifoners,  eight 
hundred  of  the  befies;ers,  and  did  fome  damage  to  their 
works  ;  but,  on  the  6th  of  November,  the  Auftrians 
began  to  cannonade  the  city  furioufly  ;  and,  on  the 
]  ith,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  ramparts  by  af- 
fault.  The  garrifon,  however,  having  taken  care, 
during  the  fiege,  to  throw  up  a  ftrong  entrenchment 
in  the  market  place,  retreated  thither,  and  held  out  till 
the  next  day,  when  they  furrendered  themfelves  prifon 
ers  of  war.  After  the  reduction  of  this  place,  general 
Nadafti,  leaving  in  it  a  fufficient  garrifon,  niarched 
with  the  remainder  of  his  troops,  and  joined  the  main 
army  of  the  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine  and  marefchal  Daun,  who,  whilft 
he  was  bufied  in  the  fiegeof  Schweidnitz,  had  inverted 
Breflau  on  the  left  of  the  Oder;  the  prince  of  Bevern 
defending  it  on  the  right,  where  he  was  ftrongly  en 
camped  with  his  little  army  under  the  cannon  of  the 
city.  The  whole  army  of  the  Auftrians  being  now 
re-aflembled,  and  intelligence  having  been  brought,  not 
only  of  the  king  of  PrulTia's  late  victory  near  Leipzig, 
but  alfo  that  he  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  it  was  refolded  immediately  to  attack 
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B  O  o  K  ths  laft  in  his  entrenchments.  Accordingly,  on  the 
22U  of  November,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  the 
*-"Y^  Auftrians  began  a  moH:  furious  difcharge  of  theii  can- 
Pru'funs  non>  forty  of  wmch  wcre  twenty-four  pounders,  and 
defeated*  this  continued  without  ceafing  till  one,  when  it  was 
ju-arBre-  fucceeded  by  a  fcvere  fire  of  their  fmall  arms,  which 
flau-  lafted  till  five  in  the  evening.  The  Pruflians,  with 

undaunted  refolution,  ftood  two  of  the  moft  violent  at 
tacks  that  were  ever  made  ;  but,  at  the  third,  over-  ' 
powered  by  numbers,  and  availed  on  both  fides,  they 
began  to  lofe  ground,  and  were  forced  to  retire  from 
one  entrenchment  to  another.  In  this  extremity,  night 
coming  on,  the  Pruffian  generals  fearing  their  entrench 
ments  would  be  entirely  forced,  and  that  they  fhould 
then  be  totally  defeated,  thought  proper  to  retreat. 
The  prince  of  Eevern,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
army,  retired  to  r>n  eminence  on  the  batiks  of  the  Oder, 
whilft  the  r^ft  of  the  troops  threw  themfelves  into  Bref- 
lau,  which  they  might  have  defended,  in  all  probability, 
till  the  king  had  come  up  to  its  relief.  But,  on  the 
24th,  their  commander  in  chief,  the  prince  of  Bevern, 
going  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  with  only  a  fingle 
groom  to  atu-iid  him,  fell  in  among  a  party  of  Croats, 
•who  took  him  prifoner*.  His  arn.y,  thus  deprived  of 
their  general,  retreated  northward  that  night,  leaving 
in  Breflauonly  four  battalions,  who,  the  next  day,  fur- 
rendered  the  place  by  capitulation,  one  of  the  articles 
cf  which  was,  that  they  fhould  not  fcrve  againft  the 
emprefs,  or  her  allies,  for  two  years.  All  the  maga 
zines,  chefts,  artillery,  &c.  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  Auftrians.  The  garrifon  marched  out  with  all  mi 
litary  honours,  conducted  by  general  Lefwitz,  gover 
nor  of  Breflau.  Though  the  Auftrians  funo;  Te  Deitm 

o  ^ 

*  We  are  told,  that  he  miftook  thefe  Croats  for  Pruflian  buffers.  But 
fome  of  the  circumltances  of  this  mylterious  affair  were  interpreted  into  a 
premeditated  defign  in  the  prince  to  be  taken  prifoner.  It  cannot  other- 
vviie  be  l'<ppof"d,  that  a  manor  his  rank,  a  prince,  a  commander  in  chief, 
fhould  orficioufly  undertake  the  alway  dangerous  talk  of  reconnoitring  the 
enein),  with  10  fligiic  an  attendance  as  only  one  man,  and  that  but  a 
groom,  even  if  he  ha  \  judged  it  neceflary  to  fee  things  with  his  own 
eyes.  Some  fecret  difl'.itisiaftion,  hitherto  unknown  to  us,  may  pofTibly 
have  been  the  caufe  or  his  taking  this  (tep  ;  01,  which  feems  ftili  more 
probable,  he  might  be  alhamed,  or,  perhaps,  even  afraid,  to  fee  the  king 
his  n.after,  after  having  Ib  injudicioufly  abandoned  the  defence  of  Bre 
flau,  by  quitting  his  lines,  which,  it  is  aflcrted,  hi?  Prufiian  niajt-ity  had 
lent  him  exprefs  orde  s  not  to  quit  on  any  accoaat  whatever,  for  that  he 
would  certainly  be  with  him  by  the  5th  of  December,  in  which  we  fiwM 
And  ht  kept  hh  \vord. 
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for  this  vi&ory,  they  owned  that  fuch   another   would  C  H  *  p. 
put  an  end  to  their  army,  for  it  coft  them   the  lives  of 
twelve  thoufand  men  ;  a  number  almoft  equal  to  the  ^*"V^ 
whole  of  the  Pruffian  army  before   the   battle.     They     I?s7" 
had  four   almoft    inacceffible   entrenchments    to  force, 
planted  thick  with  cannon,   which  fired  cartridge-fliot 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  the  evening,  and  the  Pruf- 
fians,   when  attacked,    were   never   once   put  into  the 
leaft  confuficn.     Among    the  {lain,   on  the   fide  of  the 
Auftrians,   were  general  Wurben,   and    feveral  other 
officers  of  diftindKon.     The    lofs  of  the  Pruflians,  did 
not  much  exceed  three  thoufand  men,  in  killed,  wound 
ed,  and  prifoners,  of  which  laft  there  were  about  fixteen 
hundred.     Their  general  Klieft  was  found  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  who,  like  Csfar,  thought  no 
thing  was  done  while  any  thing  was  left  undone,  ftaid 
no  longer  at  Rofbach  than  till  the  routed  forces  of  the 
French  and  imperialifts,  whom  he  had  defeated  there 
on  the  fth  of  November,  were  totally  difperfed.  Then 
he  marched  direfty  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army 
for  Silefia,  and  on  the  24th  of  that  month  arrived  at 
Naumburg  on  the  Queifs,  a  little  river  which  runs  into 
the  Bobber,  having  in  his  route  detached  marefchal 
Keith,  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  to  clear  Saxony  from 
all  the  Auftrian  parties,  and  then  to  make  an  irruption 
into  Bohemia,  a  fervice  which  he  performed  fo  effectu 
ally  as  to  raife  large  contributions  in  the  circles  of  Satz 
and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to  give  an  alarm  to  Prague 
itfelf.  His  majefty  referved  for  himfelf  only  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  with  whom  he  advanced,  with  his  ufual 
rapidity,  to  Barchwitz,  where,  notwithftanding  all  that 
had  happened  at  Schweidnitz  and  at  Breflau,  he  was 
joined  by  twenty-four  thoufand  more  ;  part  of  them 
troops  which  he  had  ordered  from  Saxony,  part  the 
remains  of  the  army  lately  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Bevern,  and  part  the  late  garrifon  of  Schweidnitz,  which 
had  found  means  to  efcape  from  the  Auftrians,  and  acci 
dentally  joined  their  king  upon  his  march*.  With  this 

*  Whilft  the  Auftrians  were  conducting  them  to  prifon,  on  their  route 
they  chanced  to  hear  of  the  victory  their  mafter  had  gained  at  Rofbach. 
Animated  by  thefe  tidings,  they  unanimoufly  rofe  upon  the  effort  that 
guarded  them,  which,  happening  not  to  b;  very  rtrong,  they  entirely  dif 
perfed.  Thus  freed,  they  marched  on,  not  very  certain  of  their  way,  in 
hopes  to  rejoin  fome  corps  of  the  Pruflian  troops,  their  countrymen.  The 
fame  fortune  which  freed  them  led  them  dkeiHy  to  the  army  commanded 
by  the  king  himfslf,  which  was  haftening  to  their  relief  as  well  as  to  that 
of  the  prince  of  Bev^rn.  This  unexpected  mee'.ing  was  equally  pleafing 
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B  o  O  K.  force,    though  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  Jie  refolved  to  attack  the  Auftrians,   who  were 

*******  entrenched  at  Litfa,  near  Breflau.  On  the  4th  of  De- 
I757>  cember  he  feized  upon  their  ovens  at  Neumarck,  and 
upon  a  confiderable  magazine,  guarded  by  two  regi 
ments  of  Croats,  who  retired  to  a  rifing  ground,  where 
his  majefty  ordered  his  hufTars  to  furround  them,  and 
fend  a  trumpet  to  fummon  them  to  furrender  themfelves 

Battle  of     prifoners  of  war.     Upon  their  refufal,   the    buffers   of 

fc'fi"-1-  Zithen  fell  upon  them  fabre   in  hand,  and   fome   hun 

dreds  of  them  having  been  cut  in  pieces,  the  reft  threw 
c!own  their  arms,  begging  for  quarter  on  their  knees. 
After  this  feizure,  and  after  having  diftributed  to  his 
army  the  bread  prepared  for  his  enemies,  he  began 
again  the  next  morning  his  march  towards  Liffa.  Ge 
neral  Zithen,  who  led  the  vanguard  of  light  horfe, 
about  feven  in  the  morning  fell  in  with  a  body  of  Au- 
ftrian  huflars,  and  three  regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons, 
which  were  the  very  beft  cavalry  the  enemy  had  left  af 
ter  the  battle  of  the  22d.  They  had  been  detached  by 
the  Auftrians,  in  order  to  retard  the  king's  march,  and 
to  conceal  their  own,  till  their  batteries  fhould  be  com 
pleted  ;  for,  as  they  held  the  fmall  number  of  the  Pruf- 
lians  in  contempt,  their  intention  was  to  have  met  the 
king  two  German  miles  from  their  entrenchments. 
The  Auftrian  cavalry  having  been  vigoroufly  repulfed 
to  a  confiderabic  diftance,  general  Zithen  perceived 
that  their  whole  army  was  forming.  He  immediately 
acquainted  the  king  with  what  he  had  difcovered,  and 
his  majefty,  after  having  himfelf  obferved  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  enemy,  made  his  own  with  that  fagacity  and 
difpatch  for  which  he  has  always  been  remarkable.  The 
action  began  by  attacking  a  battery  of  forty  pieces  of 
large  cannon,  which  covered  the  right  wing  of  the 
enemy.  The  two  battalions  of  guards,  with  the  regi 
ments  of  the  margrave  Charles  and  of  Itzenplitz, 
inarched  up,  amidft  a  moft  terrible  fire,  to  the  very 
mouths  of  the  cannon,  with  their  bayonets  fcrewed. 
In  this  attack  the  Prufiians  fuftained  their  greateft  lofs, 
though  the  battery  was  carried  as  foon  almoft  as  they 
could  reach  it  :  Then  the  enemy's  artillery,  now  turn 
ed  againft  themfelves,  played  furioufiy  upon  them  with 

to  both,  the  prifoners  not  having  heard  any  thing  of  his  majefty's  march  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  this  lucky  incident,  whilft  it  aoded  a  confiderable 
ftrength  to  the  army,  added  likewife  to  its  confidence,  for  the  flighted 
recurrence  is  conftrusd  into  an  omen,  by  an  army  at  the  eve  of  an  en 
gagement. 
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their  own  powder.     From  that  inftant   the  two  wings  CHAP. 
and  the  centre  of  the"  Pruffians  continued  to  drive  the  ' 

enemy  before  them,  advancing  all  the  time  with  that 
firm  and  regular  pace  for  which  they  have  always  been 
renowned,  without  ever  halting  or  giving  way.  The 
ground  which  the  Auftrians  occupied  was  very  advan 
tageous,  and  every  circumftance  that  could  render  it 
more  fo  had  been  improved  to  the  utmoft  by  the  dili 
gence  and  fkill  of  count  Daun,  who,  remembering  his 
former  fuccefs,  was  emboldened  to  enter  the  lifts  again 
with  his  royal  antagonift.  The  Pruflians,  however, 
no  way  terrified  by  the  enemy's  fituation,  nor  their 
numbers,  went  calmly  and  dreadfully  forward.  It  was 
almoft  impoffible,  in  the  beginning,  for  the  Pruffian, 
cavalry  to  a6t,  on  account  of  the  impediments  of  fallen 
trees,  which  the  enemy  had  cut  down  and  laid  in  the 
field  of  battle,  to  retard  their  approach;  but  a  judi 
cious  difpofition  which  the  king  made  overcame  that 
difadvantage.  When  he  firft  formed  his  army,  he  had 
placed  four  battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right 
wing,  forefeeing  that  general  Nadafti,  who  was  placed 
with  a  corps  of  referve  on  the  enemy's  left,  defigned  to 
take  him  in  flank.  It  happened  as  he  had  forefeen,  this 
generals  hoife  attacked  the  king's  right  wing  with  great 
fury  :  But  he  was  received  with  fo  fevere  a  fire  from, 
the  four  battalions,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  dif- 
order.  The  enemy  gave  way  on  all  fides,  but  at  fome 
diftance  recovered  themfelves,  and  rallied  three  times, 
animated  by  their  officers,  and  by  the  fuperiority  of  their 
numbers.  Every  time  they  made  aftand,  the  Pruffians 
attacked  them  with  redoubled  vigour,  and  with  fuccefs 
equal  to  their  bravery.  Towards  night,  the  enemy, 
ftill  retreating,  fell  into  diforder.  Their  two  wings 
fled  in  confufion  ;  one  of  them  clofely  prefTcd  by  the 
king,  retired  towards  Breflau,  and  took  fhelter  under 
the  cannon  of  that  city ;  the  other,  purfued  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took  their  flight  to 
wards  Canth  and  Schweidnitz.  Six  thoufand  Auftrians 
fell  in  this  engagement,  and  thePruffians,  who  had  only 
five  hundred  men  killed,  and  two  thoufand  three  hun 
dred  wounded,  made  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  of  the 
enemy  prifoners,  among  whom  were  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  officers.  They  alfo  took  an  hundred  and 
fixteen  cannon, ,  fifty-one  colours  and  ftandards,  and 
four  thoufand  waggons  of  ammunition  and  baggage. 
The  confequences  that  followed  this  victory  declared  its 
importance.  Future  ages  will  read  with  aftonifhment, 
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BOOK  that  the  fame  prince,  who,  hut  a  few  months  before?* 
feemed  on  the  verge  of  inevitable  ruin,  merely  by  the 

v-x"v^ta''  dint  of  his  own  abilities,  without  the  afliftance  of  any 
17571  friends  whatever,  with  troops  perpetually  haraffed  by 
long  and  painful  marches,  and  by  continual  fkirmifhes 
and  battles,  not  only  retrieved  his  affairs,  which  almoft 
every  one  except  himfelf  thought  paft  redrcfs  ;  but,  in 
the  midtt  of  winter,  in  countries  where  it  was  judged 
next  to  impoffibe  for  any  troops  to  keep  the  field  at  that 
feafon,  conquered  the  united  force  of  France  and  the 
empire  at  Rofoach  on  the  5th  of  November,  and  on 
the  fame  day  of  the  very  next  month,  with  a  great  part 
of  the  fame  army,  was  at  LifTa,  where  he  again  tri 
umphed  over  all  the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
Purfuing  his  advantage,  he  immediately  inverted  Bre- 
ilau,  and  within  two  days  after  this  great  vi£ory,  eve 
ry  thing  was  in  readinefs  to  beliege  it  in  form.  His 
troops,  fluflied  with  fuccefs,  were  at  firft  for  {forming 
it,  but  the  king,  knowing  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon, 
which  confifted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  men, 
and  confidering  both  the  fatigues  which  his  own  foldiers 
had  lately  undergone,  and  the  fatal  confequences  that 
might  enfue,  fhould  they  fail  of  fuccefs  in  this  attempt, 
ordered  the  approaches  to  be  carried  on  in  the  ufual 
form.  His  commands  were  obeyed,  and  Breflau  fur- 
rendered  to  him  on  the  2Oth  of  December  in  the  morn 
ing.  The  garrifon,  of  which  ten  thoufand  bore  arms, 
and  between  three  and  four  thoufand  lay  fick  or  wound 
ed,  were  made  prifoners  of  war.  Fourteen  of  thefe 
prifoners  were  officers  of  high  rank.  The  military 
cheft,  a  vaft  treafure,  with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  who  loft  only  about 
twenty  men  in  their  approaches.  During  the  fiege, 
a  magazine  of  powder  was  fet  on  fire  by  a  bomb,  which 
occafioned  great  confuiion  among  the  befieged,  and 
damaged  one  of  the  baftions.  The  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Schweidnitz  ftill  remained  in  the  enemy's  pofTellion, 
defended  by  a  garrifon  fo  numerous,  that  it  might  be 
compared  to  a  fmall  army,  and  whilft  that  continued 
fo,  the  king  of  PrufTia's  victories  in  Silefia  were  of  no 
decifive  c&cGL  For  this  reafon,  though  it  was  now  the 
dead  of  winter,  and  the  foldiers  flood  in  need  of  repofe, 
his  majefty  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  become  mafter  of 
that  place  before  the  end  of  the  year  ;  but  as  a  clofe 
fiege  was  impracticable,  a  blockade  was  formed,  a^ 
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ftriclly  as  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  would    permit*.     It  C  H  A  P. 
was   not,  however,  till   the  beginning  of  the   enfuing  .  V 
campaign   that  this  place   was  taken.     The  Pruflians  ^-^V**^ 
opened  their  trenches  before  it  on  the  3d  of  Apri1,  one     I/57' 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  creeled  two 
large  batteries,    which  kept  a  continual  fire   upon    the 
town.     The  artillery  of  the  befiegers  confifted  of  three 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  of  different  dimemlons,  and 
eighty  mortars  ;    an  amazing  artillery,  and  fuch  as  we 
have    never   heard  of  in    former    campaigns.      On   the 
night  of  the  I4th,  the  PrufTians  carried  one  of  the  chief 
works  by  aflault,  and    lodged    themfelves  therein  ;  the 
commandant  capitulated  the  next  day,  with  the  garri- 
fon,  which  was  now  greatly  reduced  in  number,  being; 
not  half  of  what  it  amounted  to   at  the  beginning   of 
the  blockade.     Thus,  all  the  parts  of  Silefia  which  the 
king  of  Pruffia  had  loft  by  one   unfortunate  blow,  fell 
again  into  his    pofTefTion  ;  and  his  aflairs,  which  but  a 
few  months  before  feemed    irretrievable,  were  now  re- 
eftablifhed  upon  a  firmer  bails  than  ever.     The   Pruf- 
fian  parties  not   only  re-poffefled    themfelves  of  thofe 
parts  of  Silefia  which  belonged   to  their  king,  but  pe 
netrated  into  the  Auftrian   divifion,    reduced  Jagern- 
dorf,  Troppau,  Tretchen,  and  feveral  other  places,  and 
left  the  emprefs-queen  fcarce  any  footing  in  that  coun 
try,  in  which  a  few  days  before  fhe  reckoned  her  domi 
nion  perfectly  eftablifhed. 

The  Swedes,  after  many  debates  between  their  king  Operations 
and  fenate,  had    at  length  refolved  upon  an  open  decla-  of  the 
ration  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and,  in  confequence  Swedes- 
of  that  refolution,  fent  fo  many  troops  into  Pomerania, 
that,  by  the  end  of  Auguft,  their  army  in  that  country 
amounted  to  twenty-five    thoufand   men.     Their   firft 
ncT:  of  hoftility  was  the  feizure  of  Anclam   and  Dem- 
min,  two  towns  that  lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  againft 
which  their  principal  defign  was  levelled.     But  before 
they  proceeded  farther,  general  Hamilton,  their   com 
mander,  by  way  of  juftifying  the  conduct  of  his  mafter, 
publifhed  a  declaration,  fetting  forths  "  That  the  king 
of  Sweden,  as  guarantee  of  the    treaty  of  Weftphalia, 
VOL  III.  2   E 

*  Such  wai  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  that  feme  hundred;  of  the  centi- 
nels  dropped  down  dead  on  their  feveral  ports,  unable  to  fuitain  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  cold.  The  Germans  lie  under  the  general  reproach  of  pay 
ing  very  little  regard  to  the  lives  of  their  foldisis,  and  indeed  this  practice 
of  winter-campaigns  in  fuch  a  cold  country,  befpeaks  very  little  regard 
to  the  dictates  of  humanity. 
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BOOK  could  not  help  fendiu-  his  troops  into  the  upper  part  of 
IIL        the  duchy  of  Pomerania,  belonging  to  the  king  of  Frul- 
°^T°  fia  ;  and  that,  therefore,    all   the  officers    appointed  to 
1757-      receive   the   public   revenue  in  that  country  muft  pay 
what   money  they  had  in  cheir    hands  to  him,  who  was 
comrniffioned  to   receive    it   for  his  Swedifh  majefty  : 
That,  moreover,  an  exaa  account  was  required,  with 
in  eight  days,  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  ;  but  that 
no  more  than  ordinary  contributions  would  be  demand 
ed  of  the  inhabitants,  who  might  reft  allured  that   the 
Swedifh  troops  fliould  obferve  the  ftriaeft  difcipline." 
After  this  declaration  they  attacked  the  little  fortrefs  of 
Penemunde,  upon   the  river  Pene,  and   on  the    23d  of 
September,  after  a  fiege  of  nine  days,  obliged  the  gar- 
rifon,  which   confifted   only  of    militia,    to   furrender 
themfelves    prifoners    of    war.       This   alternative  the 
commanding   officer  chofe,  rather  than   engage  not  to 
ferve  for  two  year?,  obferving,  that  fuch  an  engagement 
was  inconfifbnt  with  his  honour,  whilft  his   prince  had 
fo  much  occaiion  for  his  fervice  ;  and  the  Swedifh  ge 
nera!,  touched  with  this   noble   way  of  thinking,  was, 
on  his  part,  fo   generous    as   to  give   him    his  liberty. 
On  the    other    hand,  general    ManteufFell,     who  com 
manded  the  P ruffian  forces  then  in  Pomerania,  amount- 
ing  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  with    whom   he  was    en 
camped  before  Stetin,  to   cover  that   place,  publifhed, 
in  anfwer  to  this,  a  declaration,  enjoining  the  inhabi 
tants  of  Pomerania    to   remain   faithful   to  the  king  of 
Pruflta,  their  lawful    fovereign,  under   pain   of  incur 
ring    his   juft    indignation,    and   abfolutely   forbidding 
them  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  Swedifh  manifesto. 

In  the  mean  time,  marefchai  Lehwald,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  when  the  Ruffians  began 
their  retreat,  detached  prince  George  of  Holftein- 
Gottorp,  with  a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  to  the  re 
lief  of  Pomerania;  and,  fhortly  after,  the  Ruffian 
Threes  having  totally  evacuHfd  every  part  of  PruiTia, 
except  Memel,  and  rnovr,  of  th;m  being  actually  gone 
i::to  winter-quarters,  he  himfelf  followed  with  an  addi 
tional  reinforcement  of  fixteen  thoufand  men.  Upon 
his  approach,  the  Swedes,  who  were  then  encamped  at 
Ferdinandfhoffj  and  had  begun  to  fill  up  the  harbour 
of  Swinnemunde,  by  way  of  previous  preparation  for 
the  hereof  Stetin,  retired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that 
thjy  did  not  allow  themfelves  time  to  draw  off  a  little 
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garrifon  they   had    at  Wollin,  confifting  of  two  him-  CHAP. 
dred  and   ten   men,  who  were   made  prifoners  of  war.  ' 

Demmin  was  cannonaded  by  the  PrufTians  on  the  2g)th 
of  December  ;  and  the  Swedes  having  loft  one  officer 
and  forty  men,  defired  to  capitulate.  As,  in  order  to 
eafe  the  troops,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  continue 
the  fiege  in  fo  (harp  a  feafon,  their  requeft  was  granted, 
and  they  had  leave  to  retire  with  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  Pruftians  took  pofleffion  of  the  town  on  the  2d  day 
of  January,  after  the  Swedes  had,  on  the  30th  of  De 
cember,  likewife  given  up  Anclam,  where  the  con 
querors  took  an  hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and  found 
a  confiderable  magazine  of  provifions  and  ammunition. 
Marefchal  Lehwald  then  pafted  the  Pene,  entered  Swe- 
difh  Pomerania,  and  reduced  Gutzkow,  Loitz,  Trip- 
fus,  and  Nebringen.  At  the  fame  time,  lieutenant- 
general  Schorlemmer  parTed  with  his  corps  from  the 
ifle  of  Wollin  into  the  ifle  of  Ufedom,  and  from  thence 
to  Wolgaft,  the  Swedes  having  abandoned  this  town, 
as  well  as  Swinnemunde,  and  the  fort  of  Penemunde. 
The  prince  of  Holftein  advanced  as  far  as  Grimm  and 
Grieffswalde,  and  the  Swedes,  lofing  one  town  after 
another,  till  they  had  nothing  left  in  Pomerania  but 
the  port  of  Stralfund,  continued  retreating  till  they  had 
reached  this  laft  place.  The  French  party  in  Sweden, 
to  comfort  the  people,  called  this  retreat,  or  rather 
flight,  going  into  winter-quarters.  The  Pruflian  huf- 
fars  were  not  idle  wherever  they  penetrated  ;  for,  be- 
fides  plundering  and  pillaging,  they  raifed  a  contribu 
tion  of  an  hundred  and  fixty  thcufand  crowns  in  Swe- 
difh  Pomerania.  The  Mecklenburghers,  who  had 
joined  the  Swedes  with  fix  thoufand  of  their  troops, 
now  found  caufe  to  repent  of  their  forwardnefs,  being 
left  quite  expofed  to  the  refentmentof  the  victors,  who 
chaftifed  them  with  the  moft  feverc  exaclions.  The 
army  of  the  Swedes,  though  they  did  not  fight  a  battle, 
was,  by  fickncfs,  defertion,  and  other  accidents,  reduc 
ed  to  half  the  number  it  confifted  of  when  they  took 
the  field.  The  landgrave  of  Hefl'e-Cafiel,  foon  after 
his  territories  were  invaded  by  the  French,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  advantage  in  the  affair  of  Haftenbeck, 
had  applied  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  one  of  the  gua 
rantees  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  defiring  him  to 
employ  his  good  offices  with  the  court  of  France,  to 
obtain  a  more  favourable  treatment  for  his  dominions  : 
But  his  Swedifh  majefty,  by  the  advice  of  the  fenate, 
thought  proper  to  refufe  complying  with  this  requeft, 
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BOOK  alledginsf,  that  as  the  crown  of  Sweden  was  one  of  the 

ITI  ^  /i      l_     1  •  * 

J  principal   guarantees   of  the  treaty   of   Weftpnalia,  it 

Lx~Y^tJ  would  be  highly  improper  to  take  fuch  a  ftep,  in  favour 
1757'  of  a  prince  who  had  not  only  broke  the  laws  and  confti- 
tutions  of  the  empire,  in  refufing  tofurnifh  his  contin 
gent,  but  had  even  aflifted  with  his  troops  a  power 
known  to  be  its  declared  enemy.  The  Aulic  council, 
too,  feeing,  or  pretending  to  fee,  the  behaviour  of  the 
landgrave  in  the  fame  light,  iflued  a  decree  againft  his 
ferene  highncfs  towards  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain,  juftly  difpleafed  with 
the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the  extreme  facility  with 
which  they  had  granted  the  French  a  free  paflage 
through  Namur  and  Maeftricht  for  their  provifions, 
ammunition,  and  artillery,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
campaign,  had  very  properly  remonftrated  againft  that 
ftep,  before  it  was  abfolutely  refolved  on,  or  at  leaft 
declared  to  be  fo  :  But  in  vain  ;  a  pufillanimous  anfwer 
being  all  the  fatisfaclion  that  was  obtained.  The  tame- 
nefs  and  indifference  with  which  the  ftates-general  had 
fince  feen  Oftend  and  Nieuport  pot  into  the  hands  of 
the  French,  drew  upon  their  high  mightinefies'a  further 
remonftrance,  which  was  delivered  to  them  on  the  28th 
of  November  of  this  year,  by  colonel  Yorke,  his  Bri 
tannic  majefty's  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  the 
following  terms,  well  calculated  to  awaken  in  them  a 
due  fenfe  of  their  own  danger,  as  well  as  to  evince  the 
injuftice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  : — 
u  Confidering  the  critical  fituation  which  Europe  has 
been  in  during  the  couife  of  the  year,  in  confequence 
of  meafures  concerted  to  embroil  all  Europe,  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  was  willing  to  flatter  himfelf  that  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles,  out  of  regard  to  the 
circumfpect  conduct  obferved  by  your  high  mightinefles, 
would  have  at  k-aft  informed  you  of  the  changes  they 
have  thought  proper  to  make  in  the  Auftrian  Nether 
lands.  It  was  with  the  utmoft  furprife  the  king  heard, 
that,  without  any  previous confent of  your's,  and  almoft 
without  giving  you  any  notice,  the  co'urt  of  Vienna  had 
thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of  Oftend  and  Nieu 
port  into  the  hands  of  the  French  troops,  and  to  with 
draw  her  own,  as  v/ell  as  her  artillery  and  ftores, 
whilft  France  continues  to  fend  thither  a  formidable 
quantity  of  both.  The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
towards  his  majefty  is  indeed  fo  unmerited  and  fo  extra 
ordinary,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  words  to  exprefs  it  : 
ISut  whatever  fallacious  pretexts  fhc  may  have  rr.ada 


GEORGE        II.  213 

ufe  of  to  palliate  her  behaviour  towards  England,  it  doth  C  H  A  P. 
not  appear  that  they  can  be  extended  fo  far  as  to   excufe 
the  infringement,  in  concert   with  France,  of  the  molt      ~ 
folemn  treaties  between  her  and  your  high   mightinefles. 
The  king    never   doubted    that  your  high  mightinefles 
would  have  made  proper     reprefentations    to    the   two 
courts  newly  allied,  to  demonftrate  the  ir.juitice  of  fuch 
a  proceeding,  and  the  danger  that  might  afterwards  re- 
fult  from  it.     Your  high  mightinefles    w;ll  have    per 
ceived,  that  your  filence  on   the    firft  ftep   encouraged 
the  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to   attempt  others  ;    and 
who  can  fay  where  they  will  flop  ?  The  pretext  at  firft 
was,  the  need  which  the  emprefs-queen  flood  in   of  the 
troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  the  empire,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  important  places, 
and  afterwards  of  their  imaginary  danger  from  England. 
But,  high  and  mighty  lords,  it  is  but  too  evident,   that 
the  two  powers,  who  have  taken  thefe  meafures  in  con 
cert,  have  other  projects  in  view,  and  have   made  new 
regulations  with  regard  to  that  country,  which   cannot 
but  alarm  the   neighbouring  dates.     The  late  demand 
made  to  your  high  mightinefie?,  of  a  paiTage  for  a  large 
train  of  warlike  implements  through  fome  of  the    bar 
rier  towns,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  Oftend  and  Nieuport, 
could  not  fail   to  awaken   the  king's   attention.     The 
fmcere  friendfliip,  and   parity    of  intcrefts,    of  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  require  that  they   fliould  no  lon 
ger  keep  filence,  left,  in  the  ifiue,  it  fhould  be    confi- 
dered  as  a  tacit  confent,  and  as  a   relinquifhment  of  all 
our  rights.     The   king  commands   me,    therefore,    to 
recal  to  your  high  mightinefles  the  two  fold    right  you 
have  acquired  to  keep  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  under  the 
government  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  that  no  other 
has  a  title    to  make  the  leaft  alteration  therein,  without 
the  confent  of  your  high  mightinefles  ;  unlefs  the  new 
allies  have  refolved  to  fet  afide  all  prior  treaties,  and  to 
difpofc  at  pleafure  of  every  thing  that  may  fuit  their  pri 
vate  intereft.     In  the  treaty  between  your  high  mighti 
nefles  and  the  crown  of  France,  figned  at  Utrecht   on 
the  nth  of  April,  onethoufand  feven  hundred  and  thir 
teen,    in  the  fifteenth  article,  are   thefe  words  :  "  It  is 
alfo  agreed,   that  no  province,  fort,    town,   or  city  of 
the  faid  Netherlands,  or  of  thofe  which  are  gi'/en  up  by 
his  catholic  majefty,  {hall  ever  be  ceded,  transferred,  or 
given,    or  fhall  ever  devolve  to  the  crown  of  France, 
or  any  prince  or  princefs  of  the  houfe  or  line  of  France, 
either  by  virtue  of  any  gift,    exchange,    marriage-con 
tract,  fucceffion  by  will,  or  by  any  other  tide  whatever, 
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BOOK    to  the  power  and  authority  of  the  moft  chriftian 

or  of  any  prince  or  princefs    of  the   houfe    or   line    of 


France."  In  the  barrier-treaty  thefe  very  ftipulations 
-7  J7'  are  repeated  in  the  fir  ft  article  :  "  His  imperial  and 
catholic  majefty  promifes  and  engages,  that  no  pro 
vince,  city,  town,  fortrefs,  or  territory  of  the  faid 
country  fhall  be  ceded,  transferred,  given,  or  devolve  to 
the  crown  of  France,  or  to  any  other  but  the  fucceffor 
of  the  German  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
eiher  by  donation,  fale,  exchange,  marriage-contract,  he 
ritage,  teftamentary  fucceffton,  nor  under  any  other  pretext 
whatfoever  ;  fo  that  no  province,  town,  fortrefs,  or  ter 
ritory  of  the  faid  Netherlands  fhall  ever  be  fubject  to 
any  other  prince,  but  to  the  fuccefibr  of  the  ftates  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  alone,  excepting  what  has  been 
yielded  by  the  prefent  treaty  to  the  faid  lords  the  ftates- 
general."  A  bare  reading  of  thefe  two  articles  isfuf- 
ricient  to  evince  all  that  I  have  juft  reprefented  to  your 
hi^h  mightinefles  :  And  whatever  pretext  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfailles  may  alledge,  to  cover  the  infrac 
tion  of  thefe  treaties,  the  thing  remains  neverthelefs  evi 
dent,  whilft  thefe  two  courts  are  unable  to  prove,  that 
the  towns  of  Oftend  and  Nieuport  are  not  actually  in 
the  power  of  France.  If  their  defi^ns  are  juft,  or  a- 
greeable  to  thofc  treaties,  they  will  doubtlefs  not  fcru- 
ple,  in  the  leaft,  to  make  your  high  mightineffes  eafy 
on  that  head,  by  openly  explaining  themfelves  to  a  qui 
et  and  pacific  neighbour,  rnd  by  giving  you  indifputa- 
ble  proofs  of  their  intentions  to  fulfil  the  ftipulations  of 
the  did  two  treaties,  with  regard  to  the  Netherlands. 
The  king  hath  fo  much  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe, 
prudence,  and  friendship  of  your  high  mightinefies, 
that  he  makes  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  your  taking  the 
moft  efficacious  meafures  to  clear  up  an  affair  of  fuch 
importance  ;  and  of  your  being  pleafed,  in  concert  with 
his  majefty,  to  watch  over  the  fate  of  a  country,  whofe 
fituation  and  independence  have,  for  more  than  a  cen 
tury,  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  fupports  of 
your  liberty  and  commerce."  It  does  not  appear  that 
this  rernonftrance  had  the  dtfired  effect  upon  the  ftates- 
general,  who  were  apprebenfive  of  embroiling  them 
felves  with  an  enemy  fo  remarkably  alert'  in  taking  all 
advantage?.  The  trutk  is,  they  were  not  only  unpre 
pared  for  a  rupture  with  France,  but  extremely  unwil 
ling  to  forego  the  commercial  profits  which  they  deriv 
ed  from  their  neutrality. 
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The  king  of  Pruflia,  about  this  period,  began  tohar-  CHAP, 
bour  a  fufpicion  that  certain  other  powers  longed  eager-  .Y1^, 
ly  to  enjoy  the  fame  refpite  from  the  dangers  and  in- 
conveniencies  of  war,  and  that  he  ran  the  rifque  of  be 
ing  abandoned  by  his  fole  patron  and  ally,  who  feemed 
greatly  alarmed  at  his  defeat  in  Bohemia    and   defirous 
of  detaching  himfelf  from  a  connexion  which  might  be 
produ&ive  of  the  moft  difagreeable  confequences  to  his 
continental  intereft.       Stimulated  by  this  opinion,  his 
Pruflian  majefty  is  faidto  have  written  an  expoftulatory 
letter  *  to  the  king  of  great  Britain,  in    which   he  very  Expoftuia- 
plainly  taxes  that  monarch  with  having  inftigated  him  to  f°^m  ^  • 
commence  hoftililies  ;  and  infifts  upon  his  remembering  king  of 
the  engagements  by  which  he    was  fo  folemnly  bound.  1>ruffiu  to 
From  the  ftrain  of  this  letter,  and  the  PrufTian's  decla-  G 
ration  to  the  Britifh  minifter  when  he  firft  fet  out  for 
Saxony,  importing,  that  he  was  going  to  fight  the  king 
of  England's  battles,  a  notion  was  generally  conceived, 
that  thofe  two  powers  had   agreed    to   certain    private 
pa&a  or  conventions,  the  particulars  of  which  have  not 
yet  tranfpired.     Certain  it  is,  a  declaration  was  deliver 
ed  to  the  Pruflian  refident  at   London,  which   appears 
to  have  been  calculated  as  an  anfwer  to  the  letter.     In 
that  paper,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  declared,  that  the 
overtures  made  by  his  majefty's   electoral    minifters  in 
Germany,  touching  the  checks  received  on  the  conti 
nent,  fhould  have  no  influence  on  his  majefry  as  king  : 
That  he  faw  in  the  fame  light   as  before  the  pernicious 
effects  of  the  union  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Verfailles,  threatening  the  fubverfion  of  the  whole  fy- 
ftem  of  public  liberty,   and  of  the  independence  of  the 
European  powers  :  That  he  conlidered  as  a  fatal  con- 
fequence   of    this    dangerous   connection,   the  ceffion 
fnade  by  the  court  of  Vienna  of  the  ports  in   the  Ne- 

"  The  letter,  which  was  written  in  French,  we  have  tranfhted,  for  the 
reader's  latisfaclioa. 

"  I  am  informed  that  the  defign  of  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  the  ele&o- 
ratc  of  Hanover  is  not  yet  laid  alide.  Is  it  poffible  that  your  majefty 
can  have  fo  little  fortitud;  and  conftancy,  as  to  be  difpirited  by  a  fmall 
reverfe  of  fortune  ?  Are  affairs  Ib  ruinous,  that  they  cannot  be  repaired  ! 
I  hope  your  majefty  will  confider  the  ftep  you  have  made  me  hazard,  and 
remember  that  you  are  the  fole  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes  that  now 
impend  over  my  head.  I  fhould  never  have  abandoned  the  alliance  of 
France,  but  for  your  flattering  afiurences.  I  do  ix>t  now  repent  of  the 
treaty  I  have  concluded  with  your  majefty  ;  hut  I  expect  you  will  not 
inglotioully  leave  me  at  the  mercy  of  my  enemies,  after  having  brought 
upon  me  all  the  force  of  Europe.  I  depend  upon  your  adhering  to  your 
repeated  engagements  of  the  z6th  of  laft  month,  and  that  you  will  liflx-n 
fo  no  treaty  in  which  I  am  not  comprehended." 
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BOOK,  therhinds  to  France,  in  fuch  a  critical  fituation,  and 
contrary  to  their  faith  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties  :  That 
^V^  whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  his  majefty 
J757-  was  determined  to  a&  in  conftant  concert  with  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  in  employing  the  molt  efficacious 
means  to  fruftrate  the  unjuft  and  oppreffive  defigns  of 
their  common  enemies.  He  concluded  with  affuring 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  that  the  Bvitifh  crown  would  con 
tinue  to  fulfil,  with  the  greateft  pun£tuality,  its  engage 
ments  with  his  Pruflian  majefty,  and  tofupport  him  with 
firmnefs  and  vigour.  Such  a  reprefentation  could  not 
fail  of  being  agreeable  to  a  prince,  who,  at  this  junc 
ture,  ftood  in  need  of  an  extraordinary  cordial.  He 
knew  he  could  fecurely  depend  not  only  on  the  good 
faith  of  an  Englifh  miniftry,  but  alfo  on  the  good  plight 
of  the  Britifh  nation,  which,  like  an  indulgent  nurfe, 
hath  always  prefented  the  nipple  to  her  meagre  Ger 
man  allies.  Thofe,  however,  who  pretended  to  confi- 
der  and  canvafs  events  without  prejudice  and  prepof- 
feffion,  could  not  help  owning  their  furprife,  at  hearing 
an  alliance  ftigmatized  as  pernicious  to  the  fyftem  of 
public  liberty,  and  fubverfive  of  the  independence  of 
the  European  powers,  as  they  remembered  that  this 
alliance  was  the  effect  of  neceffity,  to  which  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  was  reduced,  for  its  own  prefervation  ;  re 
duced,  as  its  friends  and  partisans  affirm,  by  thofe  very 
potentates  that  now  reproached  her  with  thefe  connexi 
ons. 

Hoftiliti.-s  His  Britannic  majefty  was  refolved,  that  the  king  of 
ivcommen-  Pruffia  mould  have  nocaufe  to  complain  af  his  indiffe 
rence,  whatever  reafons  he  had  to  exclaim  again  ft  the 
convention  of  Clofter-Seven,  which  he  did  not  fcruple 
to  condemn  as  a  very  fcandalous  capitulation,  as  much 
as  he  difappioved  of  the  conduit,  in  confequence  of 
which  near  forty  thoufand  men  were  fo  fhamefully  difarm- 
ed,  and  loft  to  his  caufe.  Thofe  ftipulations  alfo  met 
with  a  very  unfavourable  reception  in  England,  where 
the  motions  of  the  allied  army  in  their  retreat  before 
the  enemy  were  very  freely  cenfured,  and  fome  great 
names  expofed  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  the  pub 
lic.  This  event,  fo  fingular  in  itfelf,  and  fo  import 
ant  in  its  confequences,  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
privy  council,  where  it  is  faid  to  have  been  canvafled 
with  great  warmth  _and  animofity  of  altercation.  The 
general  complained,  that  he  was  reftricled  by  peremp 
tory  orders  from  the  regency  of  Hanover  ;  and  they 
were  reported  to  have  ufed  recriminations  in  their  de- 
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fence.     In  all    probability,  every  circumftance   of  the  CHAP. 
difpute  was  not  explained  to  the  fatisfaction  of  all  par-         Ilj' 
ties,  inafmuch   as    that   great  commander  quitted  the       "~ 
harveft  of  military  glory,  and,  like  another  Cincinna- 
tus,  retired  to  his  plough.     The  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  courts  ofLondcn 
and  Verfiilles.     The  former  faw  the  electorate  of  Ha 
nover  left,  by  this  capitulation,  at  the  mercy  of  the  e- 
nemy,  who  had  taken   pofleffion   of  the   whole  coun 
try,  lei-zed  the  revenues,   exacted   contributions,  and 
changed  the  whole  form  of  government,  in  the  name  of 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty  :  While    the   French  army, 
which  had  been  employed  inoppofmg  the  Hanoverians, 
was  now  at  liberty  to  throw  their  additional  force  into 
the  fcale  againft  the  king  of  PrufTia,  who,  at  that  peri 
od,  feemed  to  tQtter  on  the  verge  of  deftruction.     On 
the  other  hand,  the   French  miniftry  thought  their  ge 
neral  had  granted   too  favourable   terms  to   a  body  of 
forces,  whom  he  had  cooped  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that, 
in  a  little  time,  theymuft  have  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
They,    therefore,    determined  either  to  provoke    the 
Hanoverians  by  ill  ufcge,  to  an  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
or,  fhould  that  be  found  impracticable,  renounce  it  as 
an   imperfect  convention,  eftablifhed   without  proper 
authority.     Both  expedients   were   ufed  with  referve. 
They  were  no  fooner  informed  of  the  capitulation,  than 
they  refufed  to  acknowledge  its   validity,  except    on 
condition  that  the   Hanoverian  troops  fhould   formally 
engage  to  defift  from  all  fervice  againft  France  and  her 
allies  during  the  prefent  war,  and  be  difarmed  on  their 
return  to  their  own  country.     At  the   fame   time   her 
general,  who  commanded  in  the  electorate,  exhaufted 
the  country,  by  levying  exorbitant  contributions,  and 
connived  at  fuch  outrages  as  degraded  his  own  dignity, 
and  reflected  difgrace  on  the  character   of  his    nation. 
The  court  of  London,  to  make  a   merit  of  neceflity, 
affected  to  confider  the  conventional  act  as  a  provifion- 
al  armiftice,  to  pave  the    way  for  a  negociation  that 
might  terminate  in  a  general  peace,  and  propofals  were 
offered    for  that   purpofe  :  But  the  French    miniftry 
kept  aloof,  and  feemed    refolved   that  the    electorate  of 
Hanover  fhould  be  annexed  to  their  king's  dominions. 
At  leaft,  they  were  bent  upon  keeping  it  as  a  precious 
depofitum,  which,  in  the  plan  of  a  general  pacification 
they  imagined,  would  counterbalance   any  advantage 
that  Great  Britain  might  obtain   in  other  parts  of  the 
world.     Had  they  been  allowed  to  keep   this   depoftt,, 
VOL.    III.  3  F 
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B.  O  O  K.  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  would  have  favcd  about 
twenty  millions  of  money,  together   with  the  lives  of 

'"^"Y^"'  her  beft  foldiers  >  and  Weftphalia  would  have  continued 
17i7'  to  enjoy  all  the  ble/Iings  of  fecurity  and  peace.  But 
the  king  of  England's  tenderncfs  for  Hanover  was  one 
of  the  chief  fources  of  the  misfortunes  which  befel  that 
electorate.  He  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  feeing 
it,  even  for  a  feafon,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  and 
his  own  fentiments,  in  this  particular,  were  reinforced 
by  the  prefling  remonftrances  of  the  Pruffian  monarch, 
whom,  at  this  juncture,  he  thought  it  dangerous  to  dif- 
oblige.  Actuated  by  thefe  motives,  he  waspleafed  to  fee 
the  articles  of  the  convention  fo  palpably  contravened, 
becaufe  the  violation  unbound  his  hands,  and  enabled 
him,  confidently  with  good  faith,  to  take  effectual  fteps 
for  the  afliftance  of  his  ally,  and  the  recovery  of  his  own 
dominions.  He,  therfore,  in  quality  of  elector  of 
Brunfvvick-Lunenbourg,  publifhed  a  declaration,  ob- 
fsrving,  "  That  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumber 
land  had,  on  his  part,  honeftly  fulfilled  all  the  condi 
tions  of  the  convention  ;  but  the  duke  de  Richelieu 
demanded  that  the  troops  fhould  enter  into  an  engage 
ment  fpecified  above,  and  lay  down  their  arms  ;  al 
though  it  was  exprefsly  ftipulated  in  the  convention, 
that  they  fhould  not  be  regarded  as  prifoners  of  war, 
under  which  quality  alone  they  could  be  difarmed  : 
That  the  French  court  pretended  to  treat  the  conven 
tion  as  a  military  regulation  only,  and,  indeed,  it  was 
originally  nothing  more  :  But  as  they  had  exprefsly 
difowned  its  validity,, and  a  negociation  had  been  actu 
ally  begun  for  difarming  the  auxiliaries,  upon  certain 
conditions,  though  the  French  general  would  never  an- 
fwer  categorically, but  waited  always  for  frefh  inftruc- 
tions  from  Verfailles,  the  nature  of  that  aft  was  totally 
changed,  and  what  was  firft  an  agreement  between  ge 
neral  and  general  was  now  become  a  matter  of  ftate 
between  the  two  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  : 
That,  however  hard  the  conditions  of  the  convention 
appeared  to  be  for  the  troops  of  Hanover,  his  Britan 
nic  majefty  would  have  acquiefced  in  them,  had  not 
the  French  glaringly  difcovered  their  defign  of  totally 
ruining  her  army  and  his  dominions;  and,  by  the  moft 
outrageous  condudl,  freed  his  Britannic  majefty  from 
every  obligation  under  which  he  had  been  laid  by  the 
convention  :  That,  in  the  midft  of  the  armiftice,  the 
moft  open  hoftilities  had  been  committed  ;  the  caftle  of 
Schartzfels  had  been  forcibly  feized  and  pillaged,  aruf 
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fhe  garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war  ;  theprifoners  made  c  H  A  P. 
by  the  French  before  the  convention  had  not  been  re-  VIIL 
ftored,  according  to  an  exprefs  article  ftipulated  be- 
tween  the  generals,  though  it  had  been  fulfilled  on  the 
part  of  the  electorate,  by  the  immediate  releafe  of  the 
French  prifoners  ;  the  bailies  of  thofe  diftri&s  from 
which  the  French  troops  were  excluded  by  mutual  a- 
greement  had  been  fummoned,  on  pain  of  military  ex 
ecution,  to  appear  before  the  French  commifiary,  and 
compelled  to  deliver  into  his  hands  the  public  revenue  : 
The  French  had  appropriated  to  themfelves  part  of  thofe 
magazines  which,  by  exprefs  agreement,  were  deftined 
for  the  ufe  of  the  electoral  troops  ;  and  they  had  feized 
the  houfes,  revenue,  and  corn  belonging  to  the  king  of 
England  in  the  city  of  Bremen,  in  violation  of  their 
engagement  to  confider  that  city  as  a  place  abfolutely 
free  and  neutral  He  took  notice,  that  they  had  pro 
ceeded  to  menaces  unheard-of  among  civilized  people, 
of  burning,  facking,  and  deftroying  every  thing  that 
fell  in  their  way,  fhould  the  leaft  hefitation  be  made  in 
executing  the  convention  according  to  their  interpre 
tation." — Such  were  the  profefled  considerations  that 
determined  his  Britannic  majefty  to  renounce  the  a- 
greement  which  they  had  violated,  and  have  recourfe  to 
arms  for  the  relief  of  his  fubjects  and  allies.  It  was  in 
confequence  of  this  determination,  that  he  conferred  the 
command  of  his  electoral  army  on  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  brother  to  the  duke  of  that  name,  who  had 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  Pruffian  army  by  his  great 
military  talents,  and  was,  by  blood  and  inclination,  as 
well  as  intereft,  fuppofed  warmly  attached  to  his  Bri 
tannic  majefty.  The  truth  is,  the  king  of  Pruflia  re 
commended  him  to  this  comjnand,  becaufe  he  knew  he 
could  depend  upon  his  concurring  with  all  his  meafures, 
In  conducting  the  operations  of  the  Britifh  army.  The 
The  duke  de  Richelieu  was  nofooner  informed  of  thefe 
particulars,  than  he  fent  a  letter  to  prince  Ferdinand, 
fpecifying,  "  That  although  for  fome  days  he  had  per 
ceived  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  motion,  in  order  to 
form  themfelves  into  a  body,  he  could  not  imagine  the 
obje£t  of  thefe  movements  was  to  infringe  the  conven 
tion  of  neutrality  which  had  been  eftabliftied  between 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  and  himfelf,  as  French  gene 
ral  :  That  he  was  blinded  fo  far  by  his  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  of  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who  had 
figned  that  convention,  as  to  believe  the  troops  were 
aifembled  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  be  diftributed 
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BOOK  into  winter  quarters,  which  had  been  afligned  them  by 
agreement ;  but  his  eyes  were  at  laft  opened,  by  re- 
peated  advices  which  he  had  received  from  all  quarters, 
importing,  that  the  Hanoverians  intended  to  infringe 
thofe  articles  which  ought  to  be  facred  and  inviolable  : 
He  affirmed,  the  king  his  mafter  was  ftill  willing  to 
give  frefh  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and  his  dtfire  to 
fpare  the  effufion  of  human  blood  :  With  that  view 
he  declared  to  his  ferene  highnefs,  in  the  name  of  his 
moft  chriftian  majefty,  that  he  perfifted  in  his  refolu* 
of  fulfilling  exactly  all  the  points  of  the  convention, 
provided  they  fhould  be  equally  obferved  by  the  Hano 
verian  army  ;  but  he  could  not  help  appriftng  his  fe 
rene  highnefs,  that  if  this  army  (hould  take  any  equi 
vocal  ftep,  and  dill  more,  fhould  it  commit  any  aft  of 
hoftility, he  would  then  pufh  matters  to  the  laft  extre 
mity,  looking  upon  hjmjfelf  as  authorifed  fo  to  do  by 
the  rules  of  war  :  That  he  would  let  fire  to  all  the  pa 
laces,  houfes,  and  gardens  ;  fackall  the  towns  and  vil 
lages,  without  fparing  the  moft  inconfiderable  cottage, 
and  fubject  the  country  to  all  the  horrors  of  war  and 
devaftation.  He  conjured  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  to 
reflect  on  thefe  particulars,  and  begged  he  would  not 
lay  him  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  fteps  fo  contrary 
to  his  own  perfonal  character,  as  well  as  to  the  natural 
humanity  of  the  French  nation."  To  this  letter,  which 
was  feconded  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  the  Danifli  am- 
baflador  who  had  meditated  the  convention,  prince  Fer 
dinand  returned  a  very  laconic  anfwer,  intimating,  that 
he  would  give  the  duke  de  Richelieu  his  anfwer  in  per- 
fon  at  the  head  of  his  army.  At  this  particular  junc 
ture,  the  French  general  was  difpofed  to  abide  by  the 
original  articles  of  the  convention,  rather  than  draw 
upon  himfelf  the  hoftilities  of  an  army  which  he  knew  to 
be  brave,  refolute,  and  well  appointed,  and  which  he  favr 
at  prefent  animated  with  an  eager  defire  of  wiping 
out  the  difgrace  they  had  fuftained  by  the  capitulation, 
as  well  as  of  relieving  their  country  from  the  grievous 
oppreflion  under  which  it  groaned. 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  Hanoverian 
army  was  wholly  aflembled  at  Stade,  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  refolved,  without  delay, 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  ele<Slorate,  whither  the'y 
now  began  their  march.  Part  of  the  enemy's  rear, 
confifting  of  two  thoufand  men,  was,  in  their  march 
back  to  Zell,  attacked  in  the  bailiwick  of  Ebftorff,  and 
entirely  defeated  by  general  Schuylenbourg,  and,  in  a 
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few  days  after  this  action,  another  happened  upon  the  C  H  A  p. 
river  Aller,  between  two  confiderable   bodies  of  each       VHI- 
army,  in   which    the  Hanoverians,  commanded  by  ge-  V-^V>*<' 
neral  Zaftrow,  remained  mafters  of  the  field.     Thefe     1?57- 
petty  advantages  ferved  to    encourage  the   allies,  and 
put  them    in  pofleffion  of  Lunenhourg,  Zell,  and  part 
of  the  Brunfwick  dominions,  which  the   enemy  were 
obliged  to   abandon.     The  operations  of  prince  Ferdi 
nand,  however,  were  retarded   by   the   refolution  and 
obftinate  perleverance   of  the  French  officer  who  com 
manded  the  garrifon  of  Harbourg.     When   the  Hano 
verian  troops  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  town,  he 
retired  into  the  caftle,  which  he  held  out  againft  a  con 
fiderable   detachment   of  the  allied   army,  by  whom  it 
was   inverted;  at   length,    however,   the    fortifications 
being    entirely  demolifhed,  he  furrendered  upon  capi 
tulation.     On  the  6th  day  of  December,  prince   Fer 
dinand   began    his   march    towards    Zell,    where   the 
French  army   had  taken   port,  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  de  Richelieu,  who,  at   the   approach   of  the 
Hanoverians,  called  in  his  advanced  parties,  abandon 
ed  feveral  magazines,  burned  all  the   farm-houfes  and 
buildings  belonging  to  the  {heep  walks  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  without  paying  the  leart  regard  to  the  repre- 
fentations  made  by    prince  Ferdinand  on  this  fubject; 
reduced  the  fuburbs  of  Zell  to  afhes,  after  having  al 
lowed  his  men  to  plunder  the  houfes,  and  even  fet  fire 
to   the  orphan-hofpital,  m   which  a  great  number  of 
helplefs  children  are   faid  to  have  periflied.     One  can 
not,  without  horror,  reflect  upon  fuch  brutal    acts   of 
inhumanity.     The  French  troops  on   divers  occafions, 
and  indifferent  parts  of  the  empire,  acted  tragedies  of 
the  fame  nature,  which  are   not  eafily  reconcilable  to 
the  character  of  a  nation  famed  for  fentiment  and  civi 
lity.      The    Hanoverians  having  advanced    within   a 
league  of  Zell,  the  two  armies   began  to  cannonade 
each  others  the  French  troops  ported   on  the   right  of 
the  Aller,  burned  their  magazines,  and  retired  into  the 
town,  where  they  were   fo  ftrongly    entrenched,  that 
prince  Ferdinand  could  not  attempt  the  river    the  paf-r 
(es  of  which    were   ftrongly    guarded  by    the   enemy. 
At  the  fame  time,  his   troops  were   expofed  to    great 
hardfhips   from  the  feverity  of  the  weather;  he,  there 
fore,  retreated  to  Ultzen   and  Lunenbourg,  where  his 
army  was  put  into  winter  quarters,  and  executed  feve 
ral  fmall  enterprizes  by  detachment,  while  the  French 
general. fixed  his  head-quarters  into  the  city  ofHano- 
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BOOK  ver?  his  cantonments  extending  as    far  as  Zell,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which    many  fharp  fkirmifhes   were 


fought  from  the  out-parties  with  various  fuccefs. 
Their  imperial  majefties  were  no  fooner  apprifed  of 
thefe  transactions,  which  they  confidered  as  infractions, 
of  the  convention,  than  they  fent  an  intimation  to  the 
Baron  de  Steinberg,  minifter  from  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  as  elector  of  Hanover,  that  he  fhould  appear  no 
more  at  court,  or  confer  with  their  minifters;  and  that 
his  refiding  at  Vienna,  as  he  might  eafily  conceive, 
could  not  be  very  agreeable.  In  confequence  of  which 
meflage  he  retired,  after  having  obtained  the  necefTary 
pafTports  for  his  departure.  The  chagrin  occafioned  at 
the  court  of  Vienna  by  the  Hanoverian  army's  having 
recourfe  to  their  arms  again  was,  in  fome  meafure,  al 
leviated  by  the  certain  tidings  received  from  Peterf- 
burgh,  that  the  czarina  had  figned  heracceffion  in  form 
to  the  treaty  between  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Verfailles, 
and  Stockholm. 

Death  of  In  clofing  our  account  of  this  year's  tranfa&ions  on 
the  queen  the  continent,  we  may  obferve,  that  on  the  1  6th  day 
03  '  of  November,  the  queen  of  Poland  died  at  Berlin  of  an 
apoplexy,  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the  {hock  fhe 
received  on  hearing  that  the  French  were  totally  de 
feated  at  Rolbach.  She  was  a  lady  of  exemplary  vir 
tue  and  piety,  whofe  conftitution  had  been  broke  b,y 
grief  and  anxiety,  conceived  from  the  diftrefs  of  her 
own  family,  as  well  as  from  the  mifery  to  which  fhe 
faw  her  people  expofed.  \^  ith  refpedl  to  the  Europe 
an  powers  that  were  not  actually  engaged  as  principals 
in  the  war,  they  feemed  induftrioufly  to  avoid  every 
ftep  that  might  be  conftrued  a  deviation  from  the  moft 
fcrupulous  neutrality.  The  ftates-general  proceeded 
with  great  circumfpedlion,  in  the  middle  courfe  be 
tween  two  powerful  neighbours,  equally  jealous  and 
formidable  ;  and  the  king  of  Spain  was  gratified  for  his 
forbearance  with  a  convention  fettled  between  him  and 
the  belligerent  powers,  implying,  that  his  fubjecSts 
fhould  purfue  their  commerce  at  fea  without  molefta- 
tion,  provided  they  fhould  not  tranfport  thofe  articles 
of  merchandize  which  were  deemed  contraband  by  all 
nations. 

The  operations  at  fea,  during  the  courfe  of  this  year 
either  in  Europe  or  America,  were  far  from  being  de- 
cifive  or  important.  The  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
fufhined  confiderable  damage  from  the  activity  and 
fuccefs  of  French  privateers  of  which  a  great  number 


GEORGE      II.  223 

had  been  equipped  in  the  iflands  of  Martinique  and  CHAP. 
Guadaloupc.  The  Greenwich  fhip  of  war,  mounted  *  l' 
with  fifty  guns,  and  a  frigate  of  twenty,  fell  in  the  ^"Y"* 
hands  of  the  enemy,  together  with  a  very  confiderable  *7S7 
number  of  trading  vefTels.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Englifh  cruizers  and  privateers  acquitted  themfelves 
with  equal  vigilance  and  valour.  The  Due  d'Acqui- 
taine,  a  large  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  was  taken  in  the 
month  of  June  by  two  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  after  a  fe- 
vere  engagement ;  and,  about  the  fame  time,  the  A- 
quilon,  of  nearly  the  fame  force,  was  driven  on  fhore 
and  deftroyed  near  Breft  by  the  Antelope,  one  of  the 
Britifh  cruizers.  A  French  frigate  of  twenty-fix 
guns,  called  the  Emeraude,  was  taken  in  the  channel, 
after  a  warm  engagement,  by  an  Englifh  fhip  of  infe 
rior  force,  under  the  command  of  captain  Gilchrifr,  a 
gallant  and  alert  officer,  who,  in  the  fequel,  fignalized 
himfelf  on  divers  occafions,  by  very  extraordinary  adts. 
of  valour.  All  the  fea-officers  feemed  to  be  animated 
with  a  noble  emulation  to  diflinguifh  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  and  the  fpirit  defcended  even 
to  the  captains  of  privateers,  who,  inftead  of  imitat 
ing  the  former  commanders  of  that  clafs,  in  avoiding 
fhips  of  force,  and  centering  their  whole  attention  in 
advantageous  prizes,  now  encountered  the  armed  fhips 
of  the  enemy,  and  fought  with  the  moft  obftinate  va 
lour  in  the  purfuit  of  national  glory. 

Perhaps  hiftory  cannot  afford  a  more  remarkable  in-  Defpewte 
fiance  of  defperate  courage  than  that  which  was  exerted  battle 
in  December  of  the  preceding  year,  by  the  officers  and  foush.f  fcy 
crew  of  an  Englifh  privateer,  called  the  Terrible,  un- 
der  the  command  of  captain  William  Death,  equipped 
with  twenty-fix  carriage  guns,  and  manned  with  two 
hundred  failors.  On  the  23d  day  of  the  month,  he 
engaged  and  made  prize  of  a  large  French  fhip  from 
St.  Domingo,  after  an  obftinate  battle,  in  which  he 
loft  his  own  brbther  and  fixteen  feamen  :  Then  he  fe- 
cured  with  forty  men  his  prize,  which  contained  a  va 
luable  cargo,  and  directed  his  courfe  to  England;  but 
in  a  few  days  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the 
Vengeance,  a  privateer  of  St.  Maloes,  carrying  thir 
ty-fix  large  cannon,  with  a  complement  of  three  hun 
dred  and  fixty  men.  Their  firft  ftep  was  to  attack  the 
prize,  which  was  eafily  re- taken;  then  the  two  fhips 
bore  down  upon  the  Terrible  whofe  main-maft  was 
fhot  away  by  the  firft  broadfide.  Notwithftanding  this 
difafter,  the  Terrible  maintained  fuch  a  furious  engage- 
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BOOK  ment  againft  both,  as  can  hardly  be  paralleled  in  the 
m-        annals   of  Britain.     The  French  commamler  and  his 
**~Y*^  fecond  were    killed,  with  two  thirds  of  his  company; 
*757-      but  the  gallant  captain  Death,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  officers,  and   almoft  his  whole   crew,  having  met 
with  the  fame  fate,  his  fhip  was  boarded  by  the  enemy, 
who  found  no  more  than  twenty-fix  perfons  alive,  fix- 
teen  of  whom  were  mutilated  by  the  lofs  of  leg  or  arm, 
and  the  other  ten  grievoufly  wounded.     The  fhip  itfelf 
was  fo  (battered,  that   it  could   fcarce  be  kept  above 
water,  and  the  whole  exhibited  a  fcene  of  blood,  horror, 
and  defolation.     The  vi&oi  itfelf  lay  like  a  wreck  on 
the   furface;  and    in   this  condition  made   fhift,    with 
great  difficulty   to   tow  the  Terrible*  into  St.  Maloes, 
where  {he  was  not  beheld  without  aftonifhment  and  terror. 
This  adventure  was  no  fooner  known  in  England,  than 
a    liberal  fubfcription    was   raifed    for   the  fupport  of 
Death's  widow,  and  that  part  of  the   crew  which  fur- 
vived   the   engagement.     In   this,  and  every  fea-ren- 
counter  that  happened  within  the  prefent  year,  the  fu- 
periority  in  fcill  and  refolution  was  afcertained  to  the 
Britifh   mariners;  for  even  when   they  fought  againft 
great  odds,  their  courage  was  generally  crowned  with 
fuccefs.     In  the  month  of  November,  captain    Lock- 
hart  a    young  gentlemen,  who   had    already    rendered 
himfelf  a  terror  to  the  enemy  as  commander  of  a   fmall 
frigate,  now  added   coniiderably   to  his  reputation,  by 
reducing  the  Melampe,  a  French  privateer  of  Bayonne, 
greatly  fuperior  to  his  own  fhip  in  number  of  men  and 
weight  of  metal.     This  exploit   was  feconded  by  ano 
ther  of  the    fame  nature,  in  his    conqueft  of  another 
French  adventurer,  called    the  Countefs   ofGramont; 
and  a  third  large    privateer  of  Bayonne  was    taken  by 
captain  Saumarez,  commander   of  the  Antelope.     In 
a  word,  the  narrow  feas  were  fo  well  guarded,  that  in 
a  little  time   fcarce  a   French  fhip  durft  appear  in  the 
Englifh  channel,  which   the  Britifh  traders  navigated 
without  moleftation. 

Farliamen-       On  the  ift  day  of  December,    the   king  of  Great 

tarypro-      Britain  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  with   a   fpeech 

"**  inis'     from  the  throne,  which  feemed  calculated  to  prepare  the 

nation  for  the  expence  of  maintaining  a  new  war  on 

the  continent  of  Europe.     His  majefty  gracioufly   de- 

*  There  was  a  ftrunge  combination  of  names  belonging  to  this  private*! 
the  Terrible,  equipped  at  Execution-Dock,  commanded  by  captain  Death, 
whofe  lieutenant  was  called  Devil,  and  \vhohad  one  Ghoftfor  furgcon,. 
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clared,  that  it  would  have  given  him  a  moft  fenfible  CHAP, 
pleafure  to  acquaint  them,  at  the  opening  of  the  fefllon,  vn- 
that  his  fuccefs  in  carrying  on  the  war  had  been  equal 
to  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  extent  and  vigour  of 
the  meafures  formed  for  that  purpofe.  He  expreffed 
the  firmeft  confidence,  that  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  the 
nation,  fo  renowned  in  all  times,  which  had  formerly 
furmountcd  fo  many  difficulties,  were  not  to  be  abated 
by  a  few  difappointments,  which,  he  trufted,  might  be 
retrieved  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  and  the  zeal  and  ar 
dour  of  his  parliament  for  his  maiefty's  honour  and  the 
advantage  of  their  country.  He  faid  it  was  his  deter 
mined  refolution  to  apply  his  utmoft  efforts  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  kingdoms,  and  for  the  recovery  and  pro- 
tedtion  of  the  pofTeflions  and  rights  of  his  crown  and 
fubjects  in  America,  and  elfewhere,  as  well  by  the 
ftrongeft  exertion  qf  his  naval  force,  as  by  all  other 
methods.  He  fignified,  that  another  great  object  which 
he  had  at  heart,  was  the  prefervation  of  the  proteflant 
religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe  ;  and,  in  that  view, 
to  encourage  and  adhere  to  his  allies.  For  this  caufe, 
he  affured  them,  he  would  decline  no  inconveniencies, 
and  in  this  caufe  he  earneftly  folicited  their  hearty  con 
currence  and  vigorous  afliftance.  He  obferved,  that 
the  late  fignrl  fuccefs  in  Germany  had  given  a  happy 
turn  to  affairs,  which  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  im 
prove  ;  and  that,  in  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture,  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them.  He  particularly 
recommended  to  them,  that  his  good  brother  and  ally 
the  king  of  Pruffia  might  be  fupported  in  fuch  a  man 
ner  as  his  magnanimity  and  active  zeal  for  the  common 
caufe  appeared  to  deferve.  To  the  commons  he  ex 
preffed  his  concern,  that  the  large  fupplies  they  had  al 
ready  granted,  did  not  produce  all  the  good  fruits  they 
had  rcafon  to  expect ;  but  he  had  fo  great  a  reliance  on 
their  wifdom,  as  not  to  doubt  of  their  perfeverance. 
He  only  defired  fuch  fupplies  as  fhould  be  neceffary 
for  the  public  fervice,  and  told  them  they  might  depend 
upon  it,  that  the  beft  and  moft  faithful  ceconomy  ftiould 
be  ufed.  He  took  notice  of  that  fpirit  of  diforder  which 
had  fhown  itfelf  among  the  common  people  in  fome 
parts  of  the  kingdon:.  He  laid  injunctions  upon  them 
to  ufe  their  endeavours  for  difcouraging  andfuppref- 
fmg  fuch  abufes,  and  for  maintaining  the  laws  and  law 
ful  authority.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  no 
thing  would  fo  effectually  conduce  to  the  defence  of  all 
that  was:de:ir  to  the  nr.tier,  as  well  as  to  the  reducing 
VOL.  III.  2  G 
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BOOK,  their  enemies  to  reafon,  as  union  and  harmony   among 
themfelves. 

The  time  was  when  every   paragraph    of  this  ha- 
rangue,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  is  not  remarkable 
for  its  elegance  and  propriety,  would   have  been  can- 
vaffed  and  impugned  by  the   country  party  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.     They  would  have  imputed  the  bad    fuc- 
cefs  of  the  war  to  the  indifcretion   of  the   miniftry,   in 
taking  prepofterous  mcafures,  and  appointing  comman 
ders  unequal  to  the  fervice.     They  would  have  enquir 
ed  in    what  maner  the  proteftant  religion    was   endan 
gered  ;  and,  if  it  was,  how  it  could   be   preferved  or 
promoted  by  adhering  to  allies,  who,  without   provoca 
tion,  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  firft   and   principal  pro 
teftant  country  of  the  empire.     They  would  have  ftart- 
ed  doubts    with  refpedl:   to  the    late   fignal    fuccefs    in 
Germany,  and  hinted,  that  it  would  only  ferve  to  pro 
tract  the  burden  of  a  continental   war.     They   would 
have  owned,  that  the  eyes  of  all    Europe   were   upon 
them,  and   drawn  this    confequence,  that  it    therefore 
behoved  them  to  a6t  with  the  more  delicacy  and  caution 
in  difcharge  of  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  them   by  their 
conftituents  :  A  truft   which  their   confciences    would 
not  allow  to  be  faithfully  discharged,    fnould  they  rufh 
precipitately  into  the  deftru&ive  me^-fures  of  a  rafh  and 
prodigal  miniftry,     fquander  away   the  wealth   of  the 
nation,   and  add  to  the   grievous    incumbrances   under 
which  it  groaned,  in  fupport  of  connections   and    alli 
ances  that  were   equally   foreign  to  her    confideration, 
and   pernicious  to  her  intereft.     They  fhould  have  in- 
veftigated  that  caufe  which  was  fo   warmly  recommend 
ed    for  fupport,  and  pretended  to  difcover  that  it  was 
a  caufe  in  which  Great  Britain  ought  to  have   had  no 
concern,  becaufe  it  produced  a  certainty  of  lofs  without 
the   leaft  profpefl  of  advantage.     They   would    have 
varied  efientially  in  their  opinions  of  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies,  from  the  fentiments  of  thofe   who   prepared   the 
cftimates,  and  even    declared    fome   doubts   about   the 
ceconomy  to  be  ufed  in  managing  the  national  expence. 
Finally,  they  would  have  reprefented  the    impofiibility 
of  union  between  the  two  parties,  one  of  which  feemed 
bent  upon  reducing  the    other    to    beggary    and   con 
tempt.     Such  was  the  ftrain  that  ufed  to  flow  from   an 
oppofition,  faid  to  confift  of  di {loyalty  and  difappoint- 
ed  ambition.     But  that  malignant  fpirit  was  now  hap 
pily  extinguifhcd.     The  voice   of  the  fovereign    was 
adored  as  the  oracle  of  a  divinity,  and  thofc  happy  days 
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were  now  approaching  that  faw  the   commons  of  En-  CHAP, 
gland  pour   their  treafures,  in    fupport  of  a    German     VI11' 
prince,  with  fuch  a  generous  hand,  that  pofterity  will  be 
amazed  at  their  liberality. 

To  the  fpeech  of  his  majefty  the  houfe  of  lords  re 
turned  an  addrefs  in  fuch  terms  of  complacency  as  had 
long  diftinguifhed  that  illuftrious  aflembly.  The  com 
mons  exprefled  their  approbation  and  confidence  with 
equal  ardour,  and  pot  one  objection  was  made  to  the 
form  or  nature  of  the  addrefs,  though  one  gentleman, 
equally  independent  in  his  mind  and  fortune,  took  ex 
ceptions  tofome  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  lately 
purfued.  Their  complaifance  was  more  fubftantialiy 
Specified  in  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe,  as  foon  as  the 
two  great  committees  of  fupply  were  appointed.  They 
granted  for  the  fea-fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  fixty 
thoufand  men,  including  fourteen  thoufand  eight  hun 
dred  and  forty-five  marines,  and  the  (binding  army, 
comprehending  four  thoufand  invalids,  was  fixed  at 
fifty-three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven 
effective  men,  commiffion  and  non-commiffion  officers 
included.  For  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces,  by  fea 
and  land,  the  charge  of  guards  and  garrifons  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  expence  of  the  ordnance,  and  in  order 
to  make  good  the  fum  which  had  been  ifTued  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  orders,  in  purfuarice  of  the  addrefs  from  the  com 
mons,  they  now  allotted  four  millions  twenty-two  thou 
fand  eight  hundred  and  feven  pounds  feven  (hillings  and 
three  pence.  They  unanimoully  granted,  as  a  prefent 
fupply  in  the  then  critical  exigency,  towards  enabling 
his  majefty  to  maintain  and  keep  together  the  army 
formed  laft  year  in  his  electoral  dominions,  and  then 
again  put  in  motion,  and  actually  employed  againft  the 
common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  :  For  the  or 
dinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to  the  fea-officers, 
they  allowed  two  hundred  twenty-four  thoufand  four 
hundred  twenty-one  pounds  five  fhillings  and  eight 
pence  :  Towards  the  building  and  fupport  of  the  three 
hofpitals  forfeamenatGofport,  Plymouth,  and  Green 
wich,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ;  For  the  reduced  officers 
of  the  land-forces  and  marines,  penfions  to  the  widows 
of  officers,  and  other  fuch  military  contingencies,  for 
ty  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds  feven- 
teen  Ihillings  and  eleven  pence  :  Towards  building, 
rebuilding,  and  repairs  of  his  majefty's  fhips  for  the 
enfuing  year,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds : 
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BOOK  jror  defraying;  the  charge  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
,  and -twenty  horfe,  and  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  in- 

'TT*  fantry,  together  with  the  general  and  ftaff-officers,  the 
175  '  officers  of  the  hofpital  and  the  train  of  artillery,  being 
the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of  HeiTe-Caflel  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  for  fixty  days,  together  with  the  fub- 
fidy  for  the  faid  time,  purfuant  to  treaty,  they  affigned 
thirty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds 
nineteen  {hillings  and  ten  pence  three  farthings.  To 
the  Foundling  hofpital  they  gave  forty  thoufand  pounds, 
for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  deferted  young 
children,  as  well  as  for  the  reception  of  all  fuch  as 
mould  be  prefented  under  a  certain  age,  to  be  limited 
by  the  governors  and  guardians  of  that  charity.  Three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  given  towards  difcharg- 
ing  the  debt  of  the  navy,  and  two  hundred  eighty-four 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  two  pounds,  for  making 
up  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  landgrave  of  Hefle-Cafltl  was, 
moreover,  gratified  with  the  further  fum  of  two  hun 
dred  and  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-fix 
pounds  four  millings  and  ninepence  farthing,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  forces,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
fubfidy.  They  granted  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
land  pounds  for  enabling  his  rr.ajefty  to  make  good  his 
engagements  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  purfuant  to  a 
convention  lately  concluded  with  that  potentate.  For 
defraying  the  charge  of  thirty-eight  thoufand  men  of 
the  troops  of  Hanover,  Wolfenbuttle,  Saxe-Gotha,  and 
the  count  of  Buckbourg,  together  with  that  of  gene 
ral  and  ftafF-officers  adtually  employed  againft  the  com 
mon  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  from 
the  28th  day  of  November  in  the  laft,  to  the  24th  of 
December  in  the  prefent  year  inclufive,  to  be  ifTued  in 
advance  every  two  months,  they  allotted  the  fum  of 
four  hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  eighty-four 
pounds  fix  fhillings  aad  ten  pence  ;  and  furthermore 
they  granted  three  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  thirteen  millings  and  two 
pence,  to  defray  the  charges  of  forage,  bread-waggons, 
train  of  artillery,  provifions,  wood,  ftraw,  and  all  other 
extraordinary  exper.ces,  contingencies,  and  lofles  what- 
foever,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on  account  of  his 
majefly'sarmy,  confifting  of  thirty-eight  thoufand  men, 
actually  employed  againft  the  common  enemy,  in  con 
cert  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  from  November  laft  to 
next  December  inclufive.  For  the  extraordinary  ex- 
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pences  of  the  land-forces,  and  other  fervices,  incurred  CHAP. 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament,  they  allowed  one  hundred  forty-five  thou 
fand  four  hundred  fifty-four  pounds  fifteen  {hillings  and  *75 
one  farthing.  They  provided  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  enable  his  majefty  to  defray  the  like  furn 
raifed  in  purfuance  of  an  acT:  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  and  fup- 
plies  to  be  granted  in  the  current  feffion.  Twenty-fix 
thoufand  pounds  were  beftowed  on  the  out-penfioners 
of  Chelfea-hofpital  ;  above  twenty  thoufand  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  the  colonies  of  Nova-Scotia  and 
Georgia  ;  for  reimburfing  to  the  province  of  Mafla- 
chufctt's-Bay,  and  the  colony  of  Conne&icut,  their  ex- 
pence  in  furnifhing  provifions  and  ftores  to  the  troops 
raifed  by  them,  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  in  the  cam 
paign  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix,  the  fum  of  forty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  feven- 
teen  pounds  feventeen  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  half 
penny  ;  to  be  applied  towards  the  re-building  of  Lon 
don-bridge,  carrying  on  the  works  for  fortifying  and 
fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  and  repairing  the  pa- 
rifh  church  of  St.  Margaret,  in  Wcftminfter,  they  al 
lotted  twenty-nine  thoufand  pounds.  The  Eaft  India 
company  were  indulged  with  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
upon  account,  towards  enabling  them  to  defray  the  ex-r 
pence  of  a  military  fo;-ce  in  their  fbttlernents,  to  be 
maintained  by  them  in  lieu  of  the  battalion  of  his  ma 
jefty's  forces  withdrawn  from  thofc  fcttlements.  The 
fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  was  given,  as  ufual,  for 
maintaining  and  fupporting  the  Britilh  forts  and  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa;  and  eleven  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fifty  were  granted  as  an  augmentation  to 
the  falarics  of  the  judges  in  the  fuperior  courts  of  judi 
cature.  They  likewife  provided  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  defraying  the  charge  of  pay  and  clothing  to 
the  militia,  and  advanced  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  defray  any  extraordi 
nary  expences  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  ;  and  to  take  all  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or  defeat 
any  enterprises  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exi 
gency  of  his  affairs  might  require.  The  whole  fupplies 
of  this  feflion  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  ten 
million  four  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
fifty-fevcn  pounds  atad  one  penny.  Nothing  could  fo 
plainly  demonftrate  the  implicit  confidence  which  the 
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BOOK  parliament,  at  this  juncture,  repofed  in  the  fovereign 
and  the  miniftry,  as  their  conduct  in  granting  fuch  li- 

v-/^v>^'  beral  {applies,  great  part  of  which  were  beftowed  in 
175S'  favour  of  our  German  allies,  whom  the  Britifh  nation 
thus  generoufly  paid  for  fighting  their  own  battles.  Ee- 
fides  the  fum  of  one  million  eight  hundred  fixty-one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  ninety-feven  pounds  four  fhil- 
lings  and  efght-pence,  exprefsly  afiigned  for  the  fup- 
port  of  thefe  continental  connexions,  a  fum  confidera- 
bly  exceeding  the  whole  of  the  revenue  raifed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  and.  what  part  of  the  fum  granted 
to  the  king  for  extraordinary  expences  might  be  applied 
to  the  fame  ufe,  the  article  might  not  improperly  be 
fwelled  with  the  vaft  expence  incurred  by  expeditions 
to  the  coaft  of  France,  the  chief,  if  not  fole  def-gn  of 
which  feemed  to  be  a  diverfionin  favour  of  the  nation's 
allies  in  Germany,  by  preventing  France  from  fending 
iuch  numerous  armies  into  that  country  as  it  could 
have  fpared,  had  not  its  fea-coaft  required  a  confidera- 
ble  body  of  forces  for  its  defence  againft  the  attempts 
of  the  Englifh,  Indeed,  the  partifans  of  the  miniftry 
were  at  great  pains  to  fugged  and  inculcate  a  belief, 
that  the  war  in  Germany  was  chiefly  fupported  as  a  ne- 
ceflary  diverfion  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
plantations,  which  would  have  been  expofed  to  infult 
and  invafion,  had  not  the  enemy's  forces  been  otherwifc 
employed.  But  the  abfurdity  of  this  notion  will  at  once 
appear  to  thofe  who  confider,  that  by  this  time  Great 
Britain  was  fole  miftrefs  of  the  fea;  that  the  navy  of 
France  was  almoft  ruined,  and  her  commerce  on  the 
ocean  quite  extinguiftied  ;  that  fhe  could  not,  with  the 
leaft  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  hazard  any  expedition  of  con- 
fequence  againft  Great  Britain,  or  any  part  of  her  do 
minions,  while  the  ocean  was  covered  with  fuch  power 
ful  navies  belonging  to  that  nation  ;  and  that  if  one 
third  part  of  the  money  annually  ingulfed  in  the  German 
vortex,  had  been  employed  in  augmenting  the  naval 
forces  of  England,  and  thofe  forces  properly  exerted, 
not  a  fmgle  cruizer  would  have  been  able  to  ftir  from 
the  harbours  of  France  ;  all  her  colonies  in  the  Weft 
Indies  would  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  thus  cut  off  from  the  refources  of 
commerce,  Die  muft  have  been  content  to  embrace  fuch 
terms  of  peace  as  the  victor  fhould  have  thought  pro 
per  to  prefcribe. 

The  funds  eftablifhed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  in  order  to  realize  thofe  articles  of  fupply>  con- 
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Med  of  the  malt-tax,  the  land-tax  at  four  fhillings  in  CHAP. 
the  pound,  fums  remaining  in  the  exchequer,  produced  ^ 
from  the  finking  fund,  four  millions  five  hundred  thou-  *~^ 
fand  pounds,  to  be  raifed  by  annuities,  at  three  pounds 
ten  fhillings  per  cent,  per  ann.  and  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  attended  with  annuities  re 
deemable  by  parliament,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds 
per  cent,  per  ann.  thefe  feveral  annuities  to  be  transferra- 
ble  at  the  bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  a  fund 
to  be  eftablifhed  in  this  feifion  of  parliament  for  pay 
ment  thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  fhould  be 
a  collateral  fecurity* — one  million  iix  hundred  and  fix 
thoufand  and  feventy-fix  pounds  five  fhillings  one 
penny  one  farthing,  ifTued  and  applied  out  of  fuch  mo 
nies  as  fhould  or  might  arife  from  the  furplufles,  ex- 
cefTes,  and  other  revenues  compofing  the  finking  fund — 
a  tax  of  one  fhilling  in  the  pound  to  be  annually  paid 
from  all  fabrics,  fees,  and  perquifitesof  offices  and  em 
ployments  in  Great  Britain,  and  from  all  penfions  and 
other  gratuities  payable  out  of  any  revenues  belonging 
to  his  majefly  in  Great  Britain,  exceeding  the  yearly 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds — an  impofition  of  one 
fhilling  annually  upon  every  dwelling-houfe  inhabited 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  over  and  above 

*  It  was  enacted,  That  every  perfonfubfcribing  for  five  hundred  pounds 
fiiould  be  entitled  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  annuities,  and  fifty  pounds 
in  lottery  tickets,  and  foin  propotion  fora  greater  or  IcfTer  fum  ;  that  the 
lottery  fhould  confiftof  tickets  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  each,  in  a  pro~ 
portion  not  exceeding  eight  blanks  to  a  prize  ;  the  blanks  to  be  of  the  va 
lue  of  fix  pounds  each,  the  blanks  and  prizes  to  bear  an  interelt  after  t he- 
rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  to  commence  from  the  ift  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  1759  '  an<^  tnat  tne  ^um  °f  f°ur  millions  five  hundred  thou 
fand  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  annuities,  fhould  bear  an  interelt  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  cent,  from  the  jth  day  of  July  in  thr. 
prefcnt  year,  which  annuities  fhould  ftand  reduced  to  three  pounds  per 
cent,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  years,  and  afterwards  be  redeem 
able  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  by  fums  not  lefs  than  five  huudred  thoufund 
pounds  at  one  time,  fix  months  notice  having  been  firft  given  of  fuch  pay 
ments  refpciflively  ;  that  any  fublcriber  might,  on  or  before  the  29th 
day  of  April,  make  a  depofit  of  ten  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fam  as  hi 
/hould  chufeto  fubfcribe  towards  raifing  thefe  five  millions,  with  the  calhiers 
of  the  Bank,  as  a  fecurity  for  his  future  payments  on  the  days  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  ;  that  the  ftrveral  fums  fo  received  by  the  caftiers  fhould 
be  paid  into  ihe  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to  time 
to  fuch  fa-vices  as  fhould  then  have  been  voted  by  the  hcufe  of  commons 
in  this  fefiion  of  parliament,  and  not  otherwife  ;  that  any  fubfcriber  pay 
ing  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  fubfcription,  previous  to  the  days  appoint 
ed  for  the  refpeftivc  payments,  fhould  be  allowed  a  discount,  at  the  rats 
of  three  per  cent,  from  the  days  of  fuch  refpecYive  payments,  to  the  ref- 
peclive  times  on  which  fuch  payments  were  directed  to  be  made,  and 
that  all  perfons  who  fhould  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid  lottery 
ftoiild  receive  their  tickets  as  foon  as  they  couU  be  conveniently  nvr,^ 
vat, 
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B  O  O  K.  all  other  duties  already  chargeable  upon  them,  to  com 
mence  from  the  5th  day  of  April — an  additional  tax  of 

^""Y"*"1'^  fix-pence  yearly  for  every  window  or  light  in  every 
'7.58.  dwelling-houfe  inhabited  in  Britain  which  {hall  contain 
fifteen  windows  or  upwards  ;  a  continuation  of  certain 
acts  near  expiring,  with  refpect  to  the  duties  payable 
on  foreign  fail-cloth  imported  into  Great-Britain,  the 
exportation  of  Britifh  gun-powder,  the  fecuring  and 
encouraging  the  trade  of  his  majefty's  fugar  colonies  in 
America,  and  the  empowering  the  importers  and  pro 
prietors  of  fpirits  from  the  Britiih  fugar  plantations  to 
land  them  before  payment  of  the  duties  of  excife,  and 
to  lodge  them  in  warehoufes  at  their  own  expence— an 
annual  tax  of  forty  {hillings  for  a  licenfs  to  be  taken 
cut  by  every  perfon  trading  in,  felling,  or  vending 
gold  or  filver  plate,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  fixpence  pcr 
ounce  on  all  filver  plate,  made  or  wrought,  or  which 
ought  to  be  touched,  affayed,  or  marked  in  this  king 
dom,  which  duty  now  ceafed  and  determined — a  cefla- 
tion  of  all  draw-backs  payable  on  the  exportation  of 
filver  plate — a  law  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  felling, 
by  retail,  any  fweet  or  made  wines,  without  having 
iirlt  procured  a  licenfe  for  that  purpofe — and  a  loan  by 
exchequer  bills  for  eipht  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to 
be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
feflion  of  parliament.  Thefe  provifions  amounted  to 
the  fum  of  eleven  millions  feventy-nine  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds  fix  {hillings  and  ten 
pence,  exceeding  the  grants  in  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
ninety-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty.  five  pounds 
fix  {hillings  and  nine  pence  ;  fo  that  the  nation  had 
reafon  to  hope  that  this  furplus  of  above  half  a  million 
•would  prevent  any  demand  for  deficiencies  in  the  next 
feflion.  By  thefe  copious  grants  of  a  houfe  of  com 
mons,  whofe  compiaifance  knew  no  bounds,  the  nati 
onal  debt  was,  at  this  juncture,  fwelled  to  the  aftonifh- 
ing  fum  of  eighty-fcven  millions  three  hundred  and 
fixty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ten  pounds  nine 
teen  {hillings  anu  ten  pence  farthing  ;  a  load  that  would 
have  crufhed  the  national  credit  of  any  other  ftate  in 
Chriftendom. 

The  liberality  of  the  parliament  was  like  the  rock  in 
the  wildernefs,  which  flowed  with  the  welcome  ftream 
when  touched  by  the  rod  of  Mofes.  The  prefent  fup- 
ply  which  the  commons  granted  for  the  fubfiftance  of 
the  Hanoverian  army  was,  in  purfuance  of  a  mefTage 
from  his  majeftv,  c;>wmunitate.d  to  the  houf?  by  Mr. 
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fecretary  Pitt,  fignifying,  That  the  king  had  ordered  CHAP, 
his  electoral  army  to  be  put  again  in  motion,  that  it 
might  act  with  vigour  againft  the  common  enemy,  in 
concert  with  his  good  brother  and  ally,  the  king  of 
Pruflia;  that  the  exhaufted  and  ruined  ftate  of  the 
eleftorte  having  rendered  it  incapable  of  maintaining 
that  army,  until  the  further  neceflary  charge  thereof, 
as  well  as  the  more  particular  meafures  then  concerting 
for  the  effectual  fupport  of  his  PrufTian  majefty,  could 
be  laid  before  the  houfe,  the  king  relying  on  the  con- 
ftant  zeal  of  his  faithful  commons  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  a- 
gainft  the  dangerous  defigns  of  France  and  her  confe 
derates,  found  himfelf,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  recommending  to  the  houfe  the  fpee- 
dy  confideration  of  fuch  a  prefent  fupply  as  might  ena 
ble  his  majefty,  in  this  critical  conjuncture,  to  fubfift 
and  keep  together  the  faid  army.  This  addrefs  was  no 
fooner  recited  by  the  fpeaker,  than" it  was  unanimoufly 
referred  to  the  committee  of  fupply,  who  gratified  his 
majefty's  wifh  with  an  immediate  refolution  ;  and,  con- 
fiderino;  their  generous  difpofition,  doubtlefs  the  fame 
compliance  would  have  appeared,  even  though  no  men 
tion  had  been  made  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  which, 
to  men  of  ordinary  penetration,  appeared  to  have  no 
natural  concern  in  the  prefent  difpute  between  the  belli 
gerent  powers,  although  former  minifters  had  often 
violently  introduced  it  into  mefiages  and  fpeeche?  from 
the  throne,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  populace, 
even  while  they  infulted  the  underftanding  of  thofe  who 
were  capable  of  exercifing  their  own  reafon.  This 
pretext  was  worn  fo  threadbare,  that  among  the  fenfible 
part  of  mankind,  it  could  no  longer  be  ufed  without 
incurring  contempt  and  redicule.  In  order  to  perfuade 
mankind  that  the  Proteftant  religion  was  in  danger,  it 
would  have  been  neceflary  to  fpecify  the  defigns  that 
were  formed  againft  it,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
confpiracy,  and  to  defcend  to  particulars  properly  au 
thenticated.  In  that  cafe,  great  part  of  Europe  would 
have  been  juftly  alarmed.  The  ftates-general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  who  have  made  fuch  glorious  and 
indefatigable  efforts  in  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  reli 
gion,  would  furely  have  lent  an  helping  hand  towards 
its  prefervation.  The  Danes  would  not  have  ftood 
tamely  neutral,  and  feen  the  religion  they  profefs  expof- 
ed  to  the  rage  of  fuch  a  powerful  confederacy.  It  is 
not  to  be  imagined  that  the  Swedes,  who  have  fo  zea- 
VOL.  III.  aH 
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BOOK  loufly  maintained   the  purity  of  the  Proteftant  faith, 
111        would  not  join  an  affociation  whofe  aim  was  the  ruin 
^-"V^"'  of  that  religion.     It  is  not  credible,  that  even  the  Hun- 
17581      garians,  who  profefs  the  fame  faith,  and  other  Porteft- 
arit  ftates  of  the  empire,  would   enter  fo  heartily   into 
the  interefts  of  thofe  who  were  bent  upon  its  deftruc- 
tion;  or  that  the  Ruffians  would   contribute  to  the  ag- 
grandifement  of  the  Catholic   faith   and    difcipline,  fo 
oppofite  to  that  of  the  Greek  church,  which  they  efpoufe. 
As,  therefore,  no  particular  of  fuch  a  defign  was  ex 
plained,  no   a<5t  of  oppreflion  towards   any   Proteftant 
ftate  or  fociety  pointed  out,  except  thofe  that  were  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  Proteftants  themfelves ;  and  as  the  court 
of  Vienna  repeatedly  difavowed  any  fuch  defign,  in  the 
moft  folemn    manner,  the  unprejudiced   part  of  man 
kind  will  be  apt   to   conclude,  that  the  cry  of  religion 
was  ufed,  as  in  former  times,  to  aroufe,  alarm,  and  in 
flame  ;  nor  did  the  artifice  prove  altogether    unfuccefs- 
ful.     Notwithftanding  the  general  luke-warmth  of  the 
age  in  matters   of  religion,    it  produced  confiderable 
effecT:  among  the  fanatic  fe&aries  that  fwarm   through 
the  kingdom  of  England.     The  leaders  of  thofe  blind 
enthufiafts,  cither  actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  delufion,  or 
defirous  of  recommending  themfelves  to  the  protection 
of  the  higher  powers,  immediately  feized  the  hint,  ex 
patiating  vehemently  on  the  danger  that  impended  over 
God's  people  ;    and  exerting   all  their  faculties  to  im- 
prefs  the  belief  of  a  religious    war,  which   never  fails 
to  exafperate  and  impel  the  minds  of  men  to  fuch  deeds 
of  crueltyand  revenge  as  muft  difcredit  all  religion,  and 
even  difgrace   humanity.     The  fignal  truft   and  confi 
dence  which  the  parliament  of  England  repofed  in  the 
king,  at  this  juncture,  was  in  nothing  more  confpicu- 
ous  than  in  Laving  to  the  crown  the  unlimited  appli 
cation  of  the  fum  granted  for  augmenting  the  falaries 
of  the  judges.     In  the    reign  of  king  William,  when 
the  act  of  fettlement  was  pafled,  in  the  parliament,  jea 
lous  of  the  influence  which  the   crown  might   acquire 
over  the  judges,  provided,  by  an  exprefs  claufe  of  that 
adt,  that  the  commiflions  of  the  judges  ftiould  fubfift 
quarn  dieu  fc  bene  gefferint,  and  that  their  falaries  fhould 
be   eftablifhed  :    But   now   we  find  a  fum   of    money 
granted  for  the  augmentation  of  their  falaries,  and  the 
crown  vefted  with  a  difcretionary  power  to  proportion 
and  apply  this  augmentation:   A  ftretchof  complaifance, 
v.'iiich,  how  fafe  foever  it  may  appear  during  the  reign 
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of  a  prince  famed  for  integrity  and  moderation,    will  c  H  A  p- 
perhaps  one  day  be  confidered  as  a  very  dangerous  ac-  . 
ceflion  to  the  prerogative.  v-»-y«o 

So  fully  perfuaded   were  the  miniftry  that  the  com-  New^rtaty 
mons  would  chearfully  enable  them  to  pay  what  fubfi-  with  the 
dies  they  might  promife  to. their  German  allies,  that  on  klns  of 
the  I  ith  of  April   they  concluded  a  new  treaty  or  con-  Pruil 
vention  with  his  Pruflian  majefty,  which,  that  it  might 
have  the  firmer  confidence,  and  the  greater  authority, 
was,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  tranfa&ed  and  fign- 
ed  by  almoft  all  the  privy-counfellors  who  had  any  fhare 
in  the  adminiftrationj.     This  treaty,  which  was  figned 
at   Weftminfter,    imported,    "  That    the  contracting 
powers  having  mutually  relolved  to  continue  their  efforts 
for  their  reciprocal  defence   and  fecurity,  for  the  reco 
very  of  their  pofleflions,  the  protection  of  their  allies, 
and  the  fupport  of  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body, 
his  Britannic  majefty  had,    from  thefe  confiderations, 
determined  to  grant  to  his  Pruflian  majefty  an  immedi 
ate  fuccour  in  money,  as  being  the  moft  ready  and  the 
moft  efficacious  ;  and  their   majefties   having  judged  it 
proper   that  thereupon  a  convention  fhould  be  made, 
for  declaring  and  fixing;  their  intentions  upon  this  head, 
they  had  nominated  and  authorised  their  refpedtive  mi- 
nifters,    who,    2fter   having   communicated  their   full 
powers  to  one  another,  agreed  to  the  following  ftipula- 
tions  : — The  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  pay  in 
the  city  of  London,  to  fuch  perfon  as  fhould  be  autho- 
rifed  to  receive   it  by  his  Pruflian  majefty,  the  fum  of 
four  millions  of  German   crowns,    amounting   to  fix 
hundred    and   feventy   thoufand  pounds   fterling,  to  be 
paid  at  once,  and  in  one  whole  fum,  immediately  after 
the  exchange  of  ratifications,  upon  being  demanded  by 
his  Pruflian  majefty.     This  prince,  on  his  part,  obliged 
himfelf  to  apply  that  fum  to  the  maintaining  and  aug 
menting  his  forces,  which  fhould  acl:  in  the  belt  man 
ner  for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  and  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  reciprocal  defence  and  mutual  fecurity,  propofed 
by  their  faid  majefties.     Moreover,  the  high  contract 
ing  parties  engaged  not  to  conclude  any  treaty  of  peace, 

J  Thefe  were,  fir  Robert  Henley,  lord-keeper  of  th^  great  feal  ;  John 
earl  of  Granville,  prefident  of  the  council  ;  Thomas  Holies  duke  0f 
New-cattle,  firft  comrhiilioner  of  the  treafury  ;  Robert  earl  of  Holder- 
neffe,  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  Philip  earl  of  Hardwicke; 
and  William  Pitt,  Efq  ;  another  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 
In  the  name,  and  on  the  part  of  his  Pruflian  majefty,  the  Sieurs  Dado 
Henry,  baron  of  Knyphaufen,  his  privy  counfellor  of  embafly,  and  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  London  j  and  Louis  Michel,  his 
refidentand  charge  d'affaires. 
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BOOK  truce,  or  neutrality,  nor  any  other  fort  of  convention  or 
,         '       agreement,  with    the  powers  engaged  in   the  prcfent 
"""Y*""      war,  but  in  concert  and  by  mutual  agreement,  where 
in  both   fhould  be  nominally  comprehended.     Finally, 
it  was  ftipulated,  that  this  convention   fhould  be  ratifi 
ed,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  on  both  fides,  with 
in  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  to  be  computed  from  the  day 
of  fignino-  this  prefent  convention,  or  fooner,  if  pofli- 
ble." 

All  the  refolutions  to  which  the  committe  of  wayS 
and  means  agreed  were  executed  by  bills,  or  claufes  in 
bills,  which  afterwards  received  the  royal  fanction. 
The  militia  fr.il!  continued  to  be  an  object  of  parlia 
mentary  care  and  attention  :  But  the  inftitution  was 
not  yet  heartily  embraced,  becaufe  feemingly  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  the  remnantof  the  old  miniftry,  which  ftill 
maintained  a  capital  place  in  the  late  coalition,  and  in 
deed  almofr.  wholly  enerofied  the  diftribution  of  pen- 
fions  and  places.  The  commons  having  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  with  refpect  to  the  harbour  of 
Milford-haven,  a  book  of  plans  and  cftimates  for  forti 
fying  that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  particulars.  They 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  was 
too  wide  to  admit  of  any  fortification,  or  effectual  de 
fence  ;  but  that  the  paflage  called  Nailand  point,  lying 
higher  than  Hubberftone-road,  might  be  fortjfied,  fo 
as  to  afford  fafe  riding  and  protection  to  the  trade  and 
navy  of  Great  Britain  :  That,  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper  hereafter  to  eftabliih  a  yard  and  dock  for 
building  and  equipping  fleets  at  Alilford,  noplace 
could,  from  the  fituation,  nature,  foil,  and  a  general 
concurrence  of  all  necefTary  local  circumftances,  be 
more  fitted  for  fuch  a  defia;n  :  That  if  a  proper  ufe 
were  made  of  this  v?.!u^,ble  though  long-neglected 
harbour,  the  difrrtfsful  delays,  too  often  embarrafling 
and  difappoiming  the  nation  in  her  naval  operations, 
might  be  in  a  great  meafure  happily  removed,  to  the 
infinite  relief  and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
means  of  improving  its  naval  force  ;  the  necefTary  pro- 
grtfs  and  free  execution  of  which  was  now  fo  unhappi 
ly  and  frequently  rtftrained  and  fruftrated  by  the  want 
of  a  harbour  like  that  of  Milford-haven,  framed  by 
_ nature  with  ftch  local  advantages.  This  report  ap 
peared  to  be  fo  well  fuppoi  ted  by  evidence,  that  a  bill 
was  framed,  and  pafieci  into  an  act,  for  granting;  ten 
thcufand  pounds  towards  carrying  on  the  works  for  for- 


GEORGE        II.  237 

tifying  and  fecuringthe  harbour  of  Milford  in  the  coun-  CHAP. 
ty  of  Pembroke.  Other  laws  of  national  confequence  VIII> 
were  enacted,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  with  little  V-*~Y"X"' 
or  no  oppofition.  On  the  very  firft  day  of  their  fitting,  I7s8> 
the  commons  received  a  petition  from  the  mayor,  ma- 
giftrates,  merchants,  and  inhabitants  of  Liverpool, 
complaining  of  the  high  price  of  wheat,  and  other  grain ; 
exprefling  their  apprehenfion  that  it  would  continue  to 
rife,  unlefs  the  time  for  the  importation  of  foreign  corn, 
duty  free,  fhould  be  prolonged,  or  fome  other  falutary 
meafure  taken  by  parliament,  to  prevent  dealers  from 
engrofling  corn  ;  fubmitting  to  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe, 
a  total  prohibition  of  diftilling  and  exporting  grain 
while  the  high  price  fhould  continue ;  praying  they 
would  take  the  premifles  into  confideration,  and  grant 
a  feafonable  relief  to  the  petitioners,  by  a  continuance 
of  a  free  importation,  and  taking  fuch  other  effectual 
means  to  reduce  the  growing  price  of  corn,  as  to  them 
fhould  feem  neceflary  and  expedient.  This  being  an 
urgent  cafe,  that  equally  interefted  the  humanity  of  the 
legiflature  and  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  it  was 
deliberated  upon,  and  difcuffed  with  remarkable  dif- 
patch.  In  a  few  days  a  bill  was  prepared,  paffed  through 
both  houfes,  and  enacted  into  a  law,  continuing  till  the 
24th  day  of  December  in  the  prefent  year,  the  three 
acts  of  laft  fefTion,  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
corn,  for  prohibiting  the  diftillation  of  fpirits,  and  for 
allowing  the  importation  of  corn  duty  free.  A  fecond 
law  was  eftablifhed,  regulating  the  price  and  afUze  of 
bread,  and  fubjecting  to  fevere  penalties  thofe  who 
fhould  be  concerned  in  its  adulteration.  In  confequence 
of  certain  refolutions  taken  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  a  bill  was  prefented  for  prohibiting  the  payment 
of  the  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  corn,  unlefs  fold 
at  a  lower  price  than  is  allowed  in  an  act  pafTed  in  the 
firft  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  :  But  this 
bill,  after  having  been  read  a  fecond  time,  and  com 
mitted,  was  neglected,  and  proved  abortive. 

In  confequence  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr-  Grenville, 
a  humane  bill  was  prepared  and  brought  in  for  the  en 
couragement  of  feamen  employed  in  the  royal  navy,  e- 
ftablifhing  a  regular  method  for  the  punctual,  frequent, 
and  certain  payment  of  their  wages  ;  enabling  them 
more  eafily  and  readily  to  remit  money  for  the  fupport 
of  their  wives  and  families,  and  preventing  the  frauds 
andabufes  attending  fuch  payments.  This  bill,  having 
pafled  the  lower  houfe,  engaged  in  a  very  particular 
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BOOK  manner  the  attention  of  the  lords,  who,  by  divers  mef- 
fages  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  defired    the   attendance 

v-xv^>>  of  feveral  members.  Thefe  meflages  being  taken  into 
17581  confideration,  feveral  precedents  were  recited  ;  a  debate 
arofe  about  their  formality,  and  the  houfe  unanimoufly 
refolved,  that  amefTage  fhould  be  fent  to  the  lords,  ac 
quainting  them  that  the  houfe  of  commons,  not  being 
fufficiently  informed  by  their  meflages  upon  what 
grounds,  or  for  what  purpofes,  their  lordfhips  defired 
the  houfe  would  give  leave  to  fuch  of  their  members  as 
were  named  in  the  faid  meflages  to  attend  the  houfe  of 
lords,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill ;  the  commons  hoped  their  lordfhips  would 
make  them  acquainted  with  their  intention.  The  lords, 
in  anfwer  to  this  intimation,  gave  the  commons  to  un- 
derftand,  that  they  defired  the  attendance  of  the  members 
mentioned  in  their  meflages,  that  they  might  be  exa 
mined  as  witnefles  upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 
This  explanation  being  deemed  fatisfactory,  the  mem 
bers  attended  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  they  were  care 
fully  and  fully  examined,  as  perfons  converfant  in  fea- 
affairs,  touching  the  inconveniencies  which  had  former 
ly  attended  the  fea-fervice,  as  well  as  the  remedies 
now  propofed  :  And  the  bill  having  pafled  through 
their  houfe,  though  not  without  warm  oppofition,  was 
enacted  into  a  bw  by  his  majefty'saflent.  The  militia- 
acl,  as  it  pafled  in  the  laft  feflion,  being  found  upon 
trial  defective,  Mr.  Townfhend  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  new  bill,  to  explain,  amend,  and  enforce  it  : 
This  was  accordingly  allowed,  prepared,  and  pafled 
into  a  law  ;  though  it  did  not  feem  altogether  free  from 
material  objections,  fome  of  which  were  of  an  alarming 
nature.  The  power  vefted  by  law  in  the  crown  over 
the  militia  is  even  more  independent  than  that  which  it 
exercifes  over  the  {landing  army  :  For  this  laft  expires 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  not  continued  by  a  new  a<5t  of 
parliament  ;  whereas  the  militia  is  fubje&ed  to  the 
power  of  the  crown  for  the  term  of  five  years,  during 
which  it  may  be  called  out  into  actual  fervice  without 
confent  of  parliament,  and  consequently  employed  for 
fmifter  purpofes.  A  commifiion  officer  in  the  militia 
may  be  detained,  as  fubjecl:  to  the  articles  of  war,  until 
the  crown  could  allow  the  militia  to  return  to  their  ref- 
pe£tive  pariflies  ;  and  thus  engaged,  he  is  liable  to  death 
as  a  mutineer,  ordeferter,  fhould  he  refufe  to  appear  in 
arms,  and  fight  in  fupport  of  the  worft  meafures  of  the 
worft  minifter.  Several  merchants,  and  manufacturers 
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of  filk,  offered  a  petition,  reprefenting,  that  in  confe-  CHAP. 
quence  of  the  aft  parted  in  the  laft  feffion,  allowing  the 
importation  of  fine  organzine  Italian  thrown  filk  till  *v^* 
the  firft  day  of  December  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  *75 
hundred  and  fifty  feven,  they  had  given  orders  to  their 
correfpondents  abroad  to  fend  large  quantities  offuch  filk 
through  Germany  to  Hamburgh  arid  Holland,  which 
in  the  common  courfe  of  things  might  probably  have 
arrived  in  London  before  the  aft  expired,  if  their  carri 
age  had  not  been  protaafted  by  the  great  rains  and  in 
undations  in  Italy  and  Germany,  in  the  months  of  Au- 
guft  and  September  laft,  which  rendered  the  roads  for 
many  weeks  impafiable  :  That  from  unlucky  accidents 
on  more,  and  ftorms  and  contrary  winds  after  the  filk 
was  {hipped,  it  could  not  poffibly  arrive  within  the  time 
limited  by  the  aft  ;  and  unlefs  it  mould  be  admitted  to 
an  entry,  they,  the  petitioners,  would  be  great  fuffer- 
ers,  the  manufactures  greatly  prejudiced,  and  the  good 
end  and  purpofe  of  the  act  in  a  great  meafure  fruftrat- 
ed:  They,  therefore,  prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  allowing  the  introduction  of  all  fuch  fine  Italian 
organzined  filk  as  mould  appear  to  have  been  flapped 
in  Holland  and  Hamburgh  for  London,  on  or  before 
the  jft  day  of  December.  The  petition  being  referred 
to  a  committee,  which  reported  that  thefe  allegations 
were  true,  the  houfe  complied  with  their  requeft,  and 
the  bill  having  pa/Ted,  was  enacted  into  a  law  in  the 
ufual  form.  A  fpeedy  paflage  was  likewife  granted  to 
the  mutiny  bill,  and  the  other  annual  meafure  for  regu 
lating  the  marine  forces,  which  contained  nothing  new 
or  extraordinary.  A  committee  being  appointed  to  en 
quire  what  laws  were  already  expired,  or  near  expir 
ing,  they  performed  this  difficult  tafk  with  indefatiga 
ble  patience  and  perfeverance  ;  arid  in  purfuance  of 
their  refolutions,  three  bills  were  prepared  and  parTed 
into  laws,  continuing  fome  afts  for  a  certain  time,  and 
rendering  others  perpetual*. 

*  Among  thofe  rendered  perpetual  we  find  an  aft  of  the  Jjth  and 
I4th  of  Charles  II.  for  preventing  theft  and  rapine.  An  aft  of  the  gth 
of  George  I.  for  punifhing  perfons  going  armed  in  difguife.  A  claufe  in 
an  aft  of  the. 6th  of  George  II.  to  prevent  the  breaking  down  the  bank  of 
any  river  ;  and  another  claufe  in  the  faid  aft,  to  prevent  the  treacherous 
cuttieg  of  hop-binds.  Several  claufes  in  an  aft  of  the  loth  of  George  II. 
for  punifliing  perfons  fetting  on  fire  any  mine,  &c.  •  The  temporary  part  of 
the  aft  of  20th  of  George  II.  for  taking  away  the  hereditary  jurifdiftions 
of  Scotland,  relating  to  the  powerof  appealing  to  circuit  courts.  Thofe 
continued  were,  I.  An  aft  of  the  i2th  of  George  II.  for  granting  liberty 
to  carry  fugars,  &c.  until  the  »9th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
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BOOK  The  lord  mayor,  alderman,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  aflembled,  having  drawn 
^V^  up  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  ailedging,  that 
175  '  the  toll  upon  loaded  vefTels,  or  other  craft,  pafung 
through  the  arches  of  London- bridge,  granted  by  a 
former  act,  pafTed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun 
dred  and  fifty,  for  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging 
the  pafTage  both  under  and  over  the  faid  bridge,  was 
altogether  precarious,  and  inefficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence,  including  that  of  a  temporary  wooden  bridge  al 
ready  erected;  and  praying  that  a  bill  might  be  prepa 
red,  for  explaining  and  rendering  that  act  effectual  ;  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  contents,  and  a 
bill  brought  in  according  to  their  requefr.  This,  how 
ever,  was  oppofed  by  a  petition  from  feveral  perfons, 
owners  of  barges  and  other  craft  navigating;  the  river 
Thames,  who  affirmed,  that  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs  in 
to  a  law  as  it  thenftood,  it  would  be  extremely  injuri 
ous  to  the  petitioners  in  particular,  and  to  the  public  in 
general.  Thefe  were  heard  by  their  counfel  before  the 
committee,  but  no  report  was  yet  given,  when  the 
temporary  bridge  was  reduced  to  afhes.  Then  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  London  prefented 
another  petition,  ailedging,  that,  in  perfuance  of  the 
powers  veiled  in  them  by  act  of  parliament,  they  had 
already  demolifhed  a  good  number  of  thehoufeson  Lon 
don-bridge,  and  directed  the  reft  that  were  ftanding  to  be 
taken  down  with  all  convenient  expedition,  that  two  of 
the  arches  might  be  laid  into  one  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  ;  that  they  had,  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  erected  a  temporary  wooden  bridge,  to  preferve 

fand  fevenhundred  and  fixty-four,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of 
parliament.  II.  An  aft  of  the  5th  of  George  II.  to  prevent  frauds  by 
bankrupts,  &c.  for  the  fame  period.  III.  An  aft  of  the  8th  of  George 
II.  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  naval  ftores,  &c.  for  the  fame 
period.  IV.  of  An  aft  of  the  igth  of  George  II.  for  preventing  frauds  in 
the  admeafurenunt  of  coals,  Sec.,  until  the  24th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine;  and  to  thi"  was  added,  a 
perpetual  claufe  for  preventing  the  fteal ing  or  dertroying  ofmadler  roots. 
V.  An  aft  of  the  rth  of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the  manufaftureof 
Britiih  fail  cloth,  until  the  zyth  day  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty-four.  VI.  Anaft  of  the  4th  of  George  II.  granting  an 
allowance  upon  Britiih  made  gun-po\vdtr,  for  the  fame  period.  VII. 
Anaft  of  the  6th  ofGeorge  II.  for  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  fugar  co 
lonies,  until  the  igth  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixtv- 
one.  And,  VIII.  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  thi  i$:h  and  i6th  of  George  Jf. 
to  empower  the  importers  of  rum,  &c.  as  relates  to  landing  it  before  the 
payment  of  duties,  until  the  zjth  of  September,  one  thoufand  feveo 
hundred  and  fixty-four. 
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a  public  paffagetoand  from  the  city,  until  the  great  C  H  A  P- 
arch  could  be  finifhed,  which  temporary  bridge  being 
confumed  by  fire,  they  rr.uft  rebuild  it  with  the  greateit  ^"Y*^ 
expedition,  at  further  confiderable  expence  ;  that  the  fum  l/5  ' 
necefTary  for  carrying  on  and  completing  this  great  and 
ufeful  work,  including  the  rebuilding  of  the  faid  tem 
porary  bridge,  was  eflimated  at  fourfcore  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  as  the  improving,  widening,  and  enlarg 
ing,  London-bridge  was  calculated  for  the  general 
good  of  the  public,  for  the  advancement  of  trade  and 
commerce,  and  for  making  the  navigation  upon  the  ri 
ver  Thames  more  fafe  and  fecure  ;  they,  therefore, 
prayed  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifies  into  confidera- 
tion.  This  petition  being  recommended  by  his  majefty 
to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  fupply,  and  produced  the  refutation  of 
granting  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  towards  the  rebuild 
ing  of  London-bridge.  A  bill  was  prepared,  under 
the  title  of  an  acl:  to  improve,  widen  and  enlarge  the 
paffa^e  over  and  through  London-bridge,  enforcing  the 
payment  of  the  toll  impofed  upon  loaded  vefTels,  which 
had  been  found  extremely  burthcnfome  to  trade  ;  but 
this  incumbrance  was  prevented  by  another  petition'  of 
feveral  merchants,  tradefmen,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  taking  notice  of  the  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  granted  towards  the  repair  of  London- 
bridge,  and,  as  they  were  informed,  intended  to  make 
the  faid  bridge  free  for  all  hismajefly's  fubjecls  :  They 
faid,  they  hoped  to  partake  of  this  public  bounty  ;  but 
afterwards  hearing  that  the  bill  then  depending  was 
confined  to  the  tolls  formerly  granted  for  repairing  the 
faid  bridge,  they  reprefented  the  hardfhips  which  they 
and  all  traders  would  continue  to  labour  under  ;  they  al- 
ledged,  that  the  furveyors  and  workmen  then  employ 
ed  upon  this  work  had  difcovered  the  true  principles  on 
which  the  bridge  was  built:  That  the  foundation  of  the 
piers  confifted  of  hard  durable  flone,  well  cemented 
together,  and  now  as  ftrong  and  firm  as  when  firfr.  built  : 
That  when  the  bridge  fhould  be  finiihed,  great  fivings 
would  be  made  in  keeping  it  in  repair,  from  the  Aims 
formerly  expended,  on  a  miftaken  opinion,  that  the 
foundation  was  of  wood  :  That  there  were  very  confi 
derable  eftates  appointed  folely  for  the  repairs  of  ihe 
bridge,  which,  they  apprehended,  would  be  fufficient 
to  maintain  it  without  any  toll  ;  or  if  they  fhould  not  be 
thought  adequate  to  that  purpofe,  they  hoped  the  defi 
ciency  would  not  be  made  up  by  atoll  upon  trade  and 
VOL.  TIL  1 1 
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BOOK  commerce,  but   rather    by  an    impofition   on  coaches, 

chariots,  chaifes,  and  faddle-horfes.    This  remonftrance 

^"Y^*^  made  no  impreffi.in  on  the  houfe.     The  bill   being,  on 

'75 '•       a  motion  of  fir  John     Philips,  read  a   third  time,  paf- 

fed  through    both    houfes,     and  obtained  the  royal  af- 

r 

fent. 

The  intereft  of  the  manufa3:ures  was  alfo  confulted 
in  an  act  encouraging  the  growth  of  madder;  a  plant 
efientially  necelfary  in  dying  and  printing  callicoes, 
which  may  be  raifed  in  England  without  the  leaft  in 
convenience.  It  was  judged,  upon  enquiry,  that  the 
moll  effectual  means  to  encourage  the  growth  of  this 
commodity  would  be  to  afcertain  the  tithe  of  it,  and 
a  bill  was  brought  in  for  that  purpofe.  The  rate  of 
the  tithe  was  eftabliflied  at  five  {hillings  an  acre  ;  and 
it  was  enacted,  that  this  law  fhould  continue  in  force 
for  fourteen  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  feflion 
of  parliament;  but  wherefore  this  encouragement  was 
made  temporary,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  The 
laws  relating  to  the  poor,  though  equally  numerous 
and  oppreiTive  to  the  fubject,  having  been  found  de 
fective,  a  new  claufe,  relating  to  the  fettlement  of  fer- 
V2iits  and  apprentices,  was  now  added  to  an  act  paffed 
in  the  2Oth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  entitled,  "  An 
acl:  for  the  better  adjufting  and  more  eafy  recovery  of 
the  wages  of  certain  fervants,  and  of  certain  appren 
tices."  No  country  in  the  univerfe  can  produce  fo 
many  laws  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  as  thofe  that  are  dai 
ly  accumulating  in  England.  In  no  other  country  is 
there  fo  much  money  raifed  for  their  fupport,  by  private 
charity,  as  well  as  public  taxation  ;  yet  this,  as  much 
as  any  country,  fwarms  with  vagrant  beggars,  and 
teems  with  objects  of  mifery  and  diftrefs;  a  fure  fign 
either  of  mifconduct  in  the  legiflature,  or  of  fhameful 
relaxation  in  the  executive  part  of  the  civil  adminiftra- 
tion.  The  fcenes  of  corruption,  perjury,  riot,  and 
intemperance  which  every  election  for  a  member  of 
parliament  had  lately  produced,  were  now  grown  fo 
infamoufly  open  and  intolerable,  and  the  right  of  vot 
ing  was  rendered  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed  by  the  pre- 
renfions  and  proceedings  of  all  the  candidates  for  Ox- 
fordfhJre  in  the  laft  election,  that  the  fundamentals  of 
the  constitution  feemed  to  ihalce,  and  the  very  efience 
'••:"  parliaments  to  be  in  danger.  Actuated  by  thefe  ap- 

•  ijniions,  fir  John  Philips,  a  gentleman  of  Wales, 
who  had  long  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  oppofition, 
by  his  cour?.?,e  and  independent  fpirit,  moved  for 
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leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  that  fhould  obviate  any  doubts  CHAP. 
which  might  arife  concerning  the  electors  of  knights  vui. 
of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  England,  and 
further  regulate  the  proceedings  of  fuch  elections.  He 
was  accordingly  permitted  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Townfhend,  Mr.  Cornwall,  and 
lords  North  and  Carysfort ;  and  in  the  ufual  courfe,  the 
bill  being  prepared,  was  ena6ted  into  a  law,  under  the 
title  of,  "  An  act  for  further  explaining  the  laws  touch 
ing  the  electors  of  knights  of  the  fhire  to  ferve  in  par 
liament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England." 
The  preamble  fpecified,  That  though,  by  an  act  pafled 
in  the  i'8th  year  of  the  prefent  reign^  it  was  provided, 
that  no  perfon  might  vote  at  the  election  of  a  knight  or 
knights  of  a  fhire  within  England  and  Wales,  without 
having  a  freehold  eftate,  in  the  county  for  which  he 
votes,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings,  over 
and  above  all  rents  and  charges,  payable  out  of  or  in 
refpect  to  the  fame  ;  neverthelefs,  certain  perfons,  who 
hold  their  eftates  by  copy  of  court-roll,  pretend  to  a 
right  of  voting,  and  have,  at  certain  times,  prefumed 
to  vote  at  fuch  elections :  This  act,  therefore  ordained 
that  from  and  after  the  2gth  day  of  June  in  the  prefent 
year,  no  perfon  who  holds  his  eftate  by  copy  of  court- 
roll  fhould  be  entitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the  election  of 
any  knight  or  knights  of  a  fhire  within  England  or 
Wales;  but  every  fuch  vote  fhould  be  void,  and  the 
perfon  fo  voting  fliould  forfeit  fifty  pounds  to  any  can 
didate  for  whom  fuch  vote  fhould  not  have  been  o;iven, 
and  who  fhould  firft  fue  for  the  fame,  to  be  recovered 
with  full  cofts,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  judi 
cature*.  So  far  the  act,  thus  procured,  may  be  at 
tended  with  falutary  confequences ;  but,  in  all  proba 
bility,  the  intention  of  its  firft  movers  and  patrons  was 
not  fully  anfwered ;  inafmuch  as  no  provifion  was 
made  for  putting  a  ftop  to  that  fpirit  of  licenfe,  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  debauchery,  which  prevails  at  almoft  every 

*  For  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  this  forfeit,  it  was  en;ifted,  That  the 
plaintiff  in  fuch  adtion  might  only  fet  forth,  in  the  declaration  or  bill, 
that  the  defendant  was  indebted  to  him  in  the  fuin  of  fifty  pounds,  allerlg- 
tng  the  offence  for  which  the  fuit  fhould  be  brought,  and  that  the  defend 
ant  had  adtc.l  contrary  to  this  aft,  without  mentioning  the  writ  of  fum- 
mons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof;  and,  upon  trial  of  any  ifiue, 
the  plaintiff  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  offummonsto  parlia 
ment,  or  the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  or  authority  to  the  fheriff  up 
on  any  fuch  writ:  That  every  fuch  action  fhould  becomm.-nad  within 
nine  months  after  the  fa  ft  committed  ;  and  that,  if  the  plaintiff  fhould 
difcontinuc  his  action,  or  be  nonfuited,  or  have  judgment  given  agamil 
him,  the  defendant  fnould  recover  treble  cofts. 
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BOOK  election,  and  has  a  very  pernicious  effect  upon  the  mo 
rals  of  the  people. 

v-/~/*x-'  Among  the  bills  that  mifcarried  in  the  courfe  of  this 
feiTion,  fome  turned  on  points  of  great  confequence 
to  the  community.  Lord  Barrington,  Mr.  Thomas 
Gore,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  were  ordered  by 
the  houfe  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  fpeedy  and  effectual 
recruiting  his  majefty's  land-forces  and  marines,  which 
\vas  no  more  than  a  tranfcript  of  the  temporary  a  (ft  paf- 
fed  in  the  preceding  feffion,  under  the  fame  title;  but 
the  majority  v/ere  averfe  to  its  being  continued  for  an 
other  year,  as  it  v:as  attended  with  fome  prejudice  to 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjcct.  Objections  of  the  fame  na 
ture  might  have  been  as  jufHy  ftarted  againft  another 
bill,  for  the  more  effectually  manning  of  his  majefty's 
navy,  for  preventing  defertion,  and  for  the  relief  and 
encouragement  of  feamen  belonging  to  fhips  and  vef- 
fils  in  the  fervicc  of  the  merchants.  The  purport  of 
this  project  was  to  eftablifh  regifters  or  mufter-rolls  of 
all  feamen,  fifhermen,  lightermen,  and  watermen;  o- 
bliging  fliip-mafters  to  leave  fubfcribed  lifts  of  their 
respective  crews  at  offices  maintained  for  that  purpofe, 
that  a  certain  number  of  them  might  be  chofen  by  lot 
for  his  majefty's  fervice,  in  any  cafe  of  emergency. 
This  expedient,  however,  was  rejected,  as  an  unne- 
ceffary  and  ineffectual  incumbrar.ee  on  commerce, 
which  would  hamper  navigation,  and  in  a  little  time 
diminifh  the  number  of  feamen,  of  confequence  act  di 
ametrically  oppofite  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
contrived.  ISuniberlefs  frauds  having  been  commit 
ted,  and  inceffant  law-fuits  produced,  by  private  and 
clandeftine  conveyances,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
leave  given,  to  form  a  bill  for  the  public  regiftering  of 
HI  deeds,  conveyances,  wills,  and  other  incumbrances, 
that  might  affect  any  honours,  manors,  lands  tene 
ments,  and  hereditaments,  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  \vherein  public  regifters  were  not  already 
appointed  by  act  of  parliament :  But  this  meafure,  fo 
necefiary  to  the  afcertainment  and  pofleflion  of  property 
met  with  a  violent  oppofition  ;  and  was  finally  dropped, 
as  fome  people  imagine,  through  the  influence  of  thofe 
\vho,  perhaps,  had  particular  reafons  for  countenancing 
the  prefect  myfterious  forms  of  conveyancing.  Such  a 
bill  muft  alfo  have  been  difagreeable  and  mortifying  to 
the  pride  of  thofe  landholders  whofe  eftates  were  in- 
cumbered,  becaufe,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  regifter 
every  mortgage  under  N  which  they  laboured  would  be 
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exactly  known.     The  next   object  to  which  the  houfe  CHAP. 
converted  its  attention,  was  a  bill  explaining  and  amend-      Y"r 
ing  a   late  aft  for  eftablifhing  a  rifh -market  in  the  city  ^"^^ 
of  Weftminfter,  and  preventing  fcandalous  monopolies      17<i  " 
of  a  few  engrofilng  nfhrnongers,  who  irnpofed   exorbi 
tant  prices  on   their  fifh,  and  in  this  particular  branch 
of  traflic  gave  law  to  above   fix   hundred   thoufand  of 
their  fellow-citizens.     Abundance  of  pains  was  taken 
to  render  this  bill  effectual,  for  putting  an  end  to  fuch 
flagrant  impofitions.     Enquiries  were  made,  petitions 
read,    counfel   heard,    and    alterations    propofed  :     At 
length  the  bill,  having  patted  through  the  lower  houfe, 
xvas  conveyed  to  the    lords,  among  whom  it  was  fuf- 
fered  to  expire,  on  pretence  that  there   was    not  time 
fufncient  to  deliberate    maturely  on  the  fubjec"r. 

The  occafion  that  produced  the  next  bill  which  mif- 
carried  we  fhall  explain,  as  an  incident  equally  extraor 
dinary  and  interefting.  By  an  act  paifed  in  the  pre 
ceding  feffion  for  recruiting  his  majefty's  land-forces 
and  marines,  we  have  already  obfervecl,  that  the  com- 
miftioners  thereby  appointed  were  veiled  with  a  power 
of  judging  ultimately  whether  the  perfons  brought  be 
fore  them  were  fuch  as  ought,  by  the  rules  prefcribed 
in  the  act,  to  be  imprefled  into  the  fervice:  For  it  was 
exprefsly  provided,  that  no  perfon,  fo  imprefled  by 
thofe  commiffioners,  (hould  be  taken  out  of  his  majef 
ty's  fervice  by  any  procefs,  other  than  for  fome  crimi 
nal  accufation.  During  the  recefs  of  parliament  a 
gentleman  having  been  impreffed  before  the  commif- 
fioners,  and  confined  in  the  Savoy,  his  friends  made 
application  for  a  habeas-corpus,  which  produced  fome 
heiitation,  and  indeed  an  infurmountable  difficulty;  for, 
according  to  the  v/rit  of  habeas-copus,  palled  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  this  privilege  relates  only  to  per 
fons  committed  for  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matters 
and  the  gentleman  did  not  ftand  in  that  predicament. 
Before  the  queftion  could  be  determined  he  was  dif- 
charged,  in  confequence  ;  of  an  application  to  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war ;  but  the  nature  of  the  cafe  plainly 
pointed  out  a  defect  in  the  act,  feemirigly  of  the  moft 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl:. 
In  order  to  remedy  this  defecl:.,  a  bill  for  giving  a  more 
fpeedy  relief  to  the  fubjecl,  upon  the  writ  of  habeas- 
corpus,  was  prepared,  and  preferred  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which  formed  itfelf  into  a  committee,  and 
made  fever al  amendments.  It  imported,  That  the  fe- 
veral  provifions  made  in  the  aforefcid  adl,  paHed  in  the 
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BOOK  reign  of  Charles   II.  for  the  awarding   of  writs  of  ha 
beas-corpus,  in  cafes  of  commitment    or  detainer,  for 

^•""Y^  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matter,  fhould,  in 
z~53'  like  manner,  extend  to  all  cafes  where  any  perfon,  not 
being  committed  or  detained  for  any  criminal  or  fup 
pofed  criminal  matter,  fhould  be  confined  or  reftained 
of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any  colour  or  pretence 
whatfoever :  That  upon  oath  made  by  fuch  perfon  fo 
confined  or  reftrained,  or  by  any  other  on  his  or  her 
behalf,  of  any  actual  confinement  or  reftraint,  and  that 
fuch  confinement  or  reftraint,  to  the  beft  of  the  know 
ledge  and  belief  of  the  perfon  fo  applying,  was  not  by 
virtue  of  any  commitment  or  detainer  for  any  crimi 
nal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matter,  an  habeas-corpus,  di 
rected  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  confining  or  re- 
ftraining  the  party,  as  aforefaid,  fhould  be  awarded  and 
granted,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  directed,  and  under 
the  fame  penalties  as  are  provided  by  the  faid  a<St,  in 
the  cafe  of  perfons  committed  and  detained  for  any  cri 
minal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matter  :  That  the  perfon  or 
perfons  before  whom  the  party  fo  confined  or  reftrained 
fhould  be  brought,  by  virtue  of  any  habeas-corpus 
granted  in  the  vacation  time,  under  the  authority  of 
this  a<5t,  might  and  fhould,  within  three  days  after  the 
return  made,  proceed  to  examine  into  the  facts  con 
tained  in  fuch  return,  and  into  the  caufe  of  fuch  con 
finement  and  reftraint;  and  thereupon  either  difcharcje 
or  bail,  or  remand  the  parties  fo  brought,  as  the  cafe 
fhould  require,  and  as  to  juftice  fhould  appertain. 
The  reft  of  the  bill  related  to  the  return  of  the  writ  in 
three  days,  and  the  penalties  incurred  by  thofe  who 
ihould  neglect  or  refufe  to  make  the  due  return,  or  to 
comply  with  any  other  claufe  of  this  regulation.  The 
commons  feemed  hearty  in  rearing  up  this  additional 
buttrefs  to  the  liberty  of  their  feliow-fubjecls,  and  paf- 
fed  the  bill  with  the  moft  laudable  alacrity  :  But  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  fuch  a  great  number  of  objections  were 
ftarted,  that  it  funk  at  the  fecond  reading,  and  the 
judges  were  ordered  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  to  be  laid  before  that  houfe  in  the  nextfeflion. 

His  majefty  having  recommended  the  care  of  the 
Foundling  hofpital  the  houfe  of, commons,  which  cheer 
fully  granted  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  that  charity,  the  growing  annual  expence  of  it  ap 
peared  worthy  of  further  confederation,  and  leave  was 
granted  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  obliging  ali  the  parifhes 
of  England  and  Wales  to  keep  regifters  of  all  their 
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deaths,  births,  and  marriages,  that  from  thefe  a  fund  CHAP, 
might  he  raifed  towards  the  fupport  of  the  faid  hofpital.  ^  [' 
The  bill  was  accordingly  prepared  by  a  committee  ap-  ^-^V"^ 
pointed  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  before  the  houfe  could  I7S  ' 
take  the  report  into  confideration,  the  parliament  was 
prorogued.  The  proprietors  of  the  privateer  called 
the  Antigallican,  which  had  taken  a  rich  French  fliip 
homeward  bound  from  China,  and  carried  her  into  Ca 
diz  where  the  Spanifh.  government  had  wrefted  her 
by  violence  from  the  caplors,  and  delivered  her  to  the 
French  owners,  now  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  complaining  of  this  interpofition  as  an  acl: 
of  partiality  and  injuftice;  reprefenting  the  great  ex- 
pence  at  which  the  privateer  had  been  equipped,  the  le 
gality  of  the  capture,  the  lofs  and  hardfhips  which  they 
the  petitioners  had  fuftained,  and  imploring  fuch  relief 
as  the  houfe  fhould  think  requisite.  Though  thefe  alle 
gations  were  fupported  by  fpecies  of  evidence  that 
Teemed  ftrong  and  convincing,  and  it  might  be  thought 
incumbent  on  the  parliament  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  when  thus  infulted  by  a  foreign  power,  the 
houfe,  upon  this  occafion,  treated  the  petition  with  the 
moft  mortifying  neglect,  either  giving  little  credit  to  the 
affertions  it  contained,  or  unwilling  to  take  any  flep 
which  might  at  this  jundlure  embroil  the  nation 
with  the  court  of  Spain  on  fuch  a  frivolous  fubjecl. 
True  it  is,  the  Spanifh.  government  alledged,  in  their 
own  juftification,  that  the  prize  was  taken  under  the 
guns  of  Corunna,  infomuch  that  the  {hot  fired  by  the 
privateer  entered  that  place,  and  damaged  fome  houfes  : 
But  this  allegation  was  never  properly  fuftained,  and  the 
prize  was  certainly  condemned  as  legal  by  the  the  court 
of  admiralty  at  Gibraltar. 

As  we  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  trial  of  fir 
John  Mordaunt,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  recapitulate 
any  circumftunces  of  that  afFair,  except  fuch  as  relate 
to  its  connections  with  the  proceedings  of  parliament. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  feflion,  lord  Barrington,  as  fe- 
cretaryat  war,  informed,  the  houfe,  by  his  majefry's 
command,  that  lieutenant-general  fir  John  Mordaunt, 
a  member  of  that  houfe,  was  in  arreft  for  difobedience 
of  his  majefty's  orders,  while  employed  Jon  the  late  ex 
pedition  to  the  co.ift  of  France.  The  commons  im 
mediately  refolved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be  reprefented 
to  his  majefty,  returning  him  the  thanks  of  this  houfe 
for  his  gracious  rnefTage  of  that  day,  in  the  communi 
cation  he  had  been  pleafed  to  make  of  the  reafon  for 
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BOOK  putting  lieutenant-general  fir  John  Mordaunt  in  arreff. 
Among  the  various  objects  of  commerce  that  employed 
the  attention  of  the  houfe,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable 
was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  protection 
of  which  an  annual  fum  had  been  granted  for  fome 
years,  to  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  and  repairs 
of  cafties  and  factories.  While  a  committe  was  em 
ployed  in  perufing  the  accounts  relating  to  the  fum 
granted  in  the  preceding  feffion  for  this  purpofe,  ?.  pe 
tition  from  the  committee  of  the  African  company,  re 
commended  in  a  meflage  from  his  majefty,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  foliciting  further  ailiftance  for  the. 
enfuino;  year.  In  the  mean  time,  a  remonftrance  was 
offered" by  certain  planters  and  merchants,  interefted  in 
and  trading  to  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies  in  America, 
alledging  that  the  price  of  negroes  was  greatly  advan 
ced  fince  the  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Afri 
ca  had  been  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  cf 
the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  that  ccaft  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  greatly  diftrefied  and  alarmed  the  peti 
tioners,  prevented  the  cultivation  of  the  Britifh  colo 
nies,  and  was  a  great  detriment  to  the  trade  and  navi 
gation  of  the  kingdom  :  That  this  misfortune,  they  be 
lieved  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  ruinous  ftate 
and  condition  of  the  forts  and  fettlements  :  That,  in 
their  opinion,  the  moft  effectual  method  for  maintain 
ing  the  intereft  of  that  trade  on  a  refpectable  footing, 
next  to  thai  of  an  incorporated  joint-flock  company, 
would  be  putting  thofe  forts  and  fettlements  under  the 
fole  direction  of  the  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plan 
tations  :  That  the  prefervation  or  ruin  of  the  American 
fugar  colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the  flave 
trade  to  Africa  :  That,  by  an  aft  pafled  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  fcvcn  hundred  and  fifty,  for  extending  and 
improving  this  trade,  the  Britifn  fubjects  were  debar 
red  from  lodging  their  flaves  and  merchandize  in  the 
forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  ;  they  therefore  pray 
ed,  that  this  part  of  the  act  might  be  repealed  :  That 
all  commanders  of  Britifh  and  American  vefTels,  free 
merchants,  and  all  other  his  majefty's  fubjects,  who  were 
fettled,  or  might  at  any  time  thereafter  fettle  in  Africa, 
fhould  have  free  liberty,  from  fun-rife  to  fun-fet,  to  en 
ter  the  forts  and  fettlements,  and  to  depofit  their  goods 
and  merchandize  in  the  ware-houfes  thereunto  belong 
ing  ;  tofecure  their  flaves  or  other  purrhafes,  without 
paying  any  conilderation  for  the  fame  ;  but  the  flaves 
to  be  victualled  at  the  proper  coft  and  charge  of  their  re- 
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fpe&ive  owners.  The  houfe  having  taken  this  petition  CHAP. 
into  conuderation,  enquired  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
company,  and  revifed  the  a£t  for  extending  and  i:r,-  ^^^^ 
proving;  the  trade  to  Africa,  refolved,  that  the  commit 
tee  of  the  African  company  had  faithfully  difcharged 
the  truft  repofed  in  them,  and  granted  ten  thoufand 
pounds  for  maintaining  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  enemy  were  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  weaknefs  of  the  .Britifh  caftles 
en  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and  had  they  known  as  well 
how  to  execute  with  fpirit,  as  to  plan  with  fagacity,  the 
attempt  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year, 
they  made  upon  the  principal  Britifli  fort  in  Guinea, 
would  have  fucceeded,  and  all  the  other  fettlements 
would  have  fallen  into  their  hands  without  oppofition  *. 

The  lono;eft  and  warrneft  debate  which  was  main 
tained  in  the  courfe  of  this  fefiion  arofe  from  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fhortening  the  term  and 
duration  of  future  parliaments  ;  a  meafure  truly  patrio- 
tical,  againft  which  no  fubilantial  argument  co-.ild  be 
produced,  although  the  motion  was  rejected  by  the  ma 
jority,  on  pretence,  that,  whild  the  nation  was  en 
gaged  in  fuch  a  dangerous  and  expenfive  war,  it  would 
be  improper  to  think  of  introducing  fuch  an  altera 
tion  in  the  form  of  government.  Reafons  of  equal 
ftrength  and  folidity  will  never  be  wanting  to  the  pa 
trons  and  minifters  of  corruption  and  venality.  The 
alteration  propofed  was  nothing  lefs  than  removing  r>nc! 
annulling  an  encroachment  which  had  been  mndeon  the 
conftitution  :  It  might  have  been  effected  without  the 
leaft  pang  of  convuliion,  to  the  general  fatisfaclion  of 
the  nation:  Far  from  being  unreafonable  at  this  jun&ure, 
it  would  have  enhanced  the  national  reputation  abroad, 

VOL.  III.  2  K 

*  Robert  Hunter  Morris  reprcfented,  in  petition  to  the  houfe,  tiiat  as 
no  fait  was  made  in  the  Britiih  colonies  in  America,  they  were  obliged  to 
depend  upyn  a  precavious  fupply  of  that  commodity  from  foreigners  ;  h_>, 
therefore,  offered  to  undertake  the  making  of  marine  fait  at  a  moderate 
price  in  one  of  thofe  colonies,  at  his  own  rifque  and  charge,  provided  ho 
could  be  fecured  i:i  the  enjoyment  of  the  profit*  which  the  work  might 
produce,  for  fuch  a  term  of  years  as  might  feem  to  the  hojie  a  proper  and 
adequate  compini'.ition  for  fo  great  an  undertaking.  The  petition  was  or 
dered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  afterwards  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee, 
which  however  made  no  report. — A  cicumrtance  not  eafily  accounted  for 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  the  houfe  of  commons  were  of  the  opinion  th:j.t  fjch 
an  enterprize  might  contribute  towards  rendering  our  uclonies  too  indepen 
dent  of  their  mother- country.  Equally  unaccountable  was  the  milair- 
riage  of  another  bill,  brought  in  for  regulating  the  manner  of"  licenfing 
ale-houfes,  which  was  read  for  the  firft  time  ;  but  \vhen  a  motion  was 
made  for  a  fccond  reading,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it  pafil'd  in  the  n'j- 
gativ;. 
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BOOK  and  rendered  the  war  more  formidable  to  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  by  convincing  them  that  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  a  miniftry  and  parliament,  who  ftood  upon 
fuch  good  terms  with  the  people.  Indeed,  a  quick 
fucceffion  of  parliaments  might  have  difconcerted,  and 
perhaps  .expelled  that  fpirit  of  cpnfidence  and  genero- 
fity  which  now  fo  remarkably  efpoufcd  and  gratified  the 
fovereign's  predilection  for  the  intereft  of  Hanover. 
Other  committees  wore  eftablifhed,  to  enquire  into  the 
expence  incurred  by  new  lines  and  fortifications  raifed 
at  Gibraltar';  to  examine  the  original  ftandards  of 
weights  and  meafures  ufe-d  in  England  ;  confider  the 
laws  relating  to  them,  and  report  their  obfervations. 
together  with  their  opinion  of  the  moft  effectual  means 
for  afcertaining  and  enforcing  uniform  ftandards  to  be 
ufed  for  the  future.  The  commons  were  perfectly  fa- 
tisfijd  with  the  new  works  which  had  been  raifed  at 
Gibraltar  ;  and  with  refpect  to  the  weights  and  mea 
fures,  the  comtt-ittee  agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  but 
no  further  progrefs  was  made  in  this  equiry,  except  an 
order  for  printing  thefe  refolutions,  with  the  appendix  ; 
however,  as  the  boxes  containing  the  ftandards  were 
ordered  to  be  locked  up  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  in  all 
probability  their  intention  was  to  proceed  on  this  fub- 
ject  in  fome  future  feffion.  On  the  gth  day  of  June, 
fundry  bills  received  the  royal  aflent  bycommiffion,  his 
majefty  being  indifpofed  ;  and,  on  the  20th  day  of 
the  fame  month,  the  lords  commiffioners  clofed  the  feilion 
with  afpeech  toboth  houfes, expreffinghis  majefty'sdeep 
fenfe  of  their  loyalty  and  good  affection,  demonftrated 
in  their  late  proceedings  •,  in  their  zeal  for  his  honour 
and  real  intereft  in  all  parts  ;  in  their  earneftnefs  to 
furmount  every  difficulty  ;  in  their  ardour  to  maintain 
the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour  ;  proofs  which  muft 
convince  mankind  that  the  aucient  fpirit  of  the  Britifh 
nation  ftill  fubfifted  in  its  full  force.  They  were  given 
to  underftand,  that  the  king  had  taken  all  fuch  meafures 
as  appeared  the  nioft  conducive  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  their  public-fpirited  views  and  wifhes  :  That,  with 
their  a/Hftance,  crowned  bythe  blefling  of  God  upon  the 
conduct  and  bravery  of  the  combined  army,  his  majefty 
had  been  enabled,  not  only  to  deliver  his  dominions  in 
Germany  from  the  oppreffions  and  devaftations  of  the 
French,  but  alfo  to  pufh  his  advantages  on  this  fide  the 
Rhine  :  That  he  had  cemented  the  union  between  him 
andshis  good  brother  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by  new  en 
gagements  :  That  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  were 
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now  actally  employed  in  fuch  expeditions  as  appeared  CHAP, 
likely  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  the  moft  (enfible  manner,  Vl11 
and  to  promote  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  thefe  king- 
doms  :  In  particular,  to  preferve  the  Britifh  rights  and 
pofTeflions  in  America,  and  to  make  France  fee],  in 
thofe.  parts,  the  real  ftrength  and  importance  of  Great 
Britain.  The  commons  were  thanked  for  the  ample 
fupplies  which  they  had  fo  freely  and  unanimoufly  gi 
ven,  and  affured,  on  the  part  of  his  majefty,  that  they 
fhould  be  managed  with  the  moft  frugal  ceconomy. 
They  were  defired,  in  confequence  of  the  king's  earneft 
recommendation,  to  promote  harmony  and  good  agree 
ment  amongft  his  faithful  fubjecls  ;  to  make  the  people 
acquainted  with  the  rectitude  and  purity  of  his  inten 
tions  and  meafures,  and  to  exert  themiHves  in  main 
taining  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country,  by 
enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws  and  lawful  authority. 

Never,  furely,  had  any  fov?teign  more  reafon  to  be 
pleafed  with  the  condu&  of  his  minifters,  and  the  foi- 
rit  of  his  people.  The  whole  nation  repofed  the  moft 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  courzge  and  difcretion,  as 
well  as  in  the  integrity  of  the  minifter,  who  feemed 
eager  upon  profecuting  the  war  with  fuch  vigour  and 
activity  as  appeared  alrnoft  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
Great  Britain^  New  levies  were  made,  new  (hips  put 
in  commiflion,  frefh  expeditions  undertaken,  and  frefii 
conquefts  projected.  Such  was  the  credit  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  that  people  fubfcribed  to  the  government 
loans  with  furprinng  eagernefs.  An  unufual  fpirit  of 
enterprife  and  rofolution  feemed  to  infpire  all  the4  indi 
viduals  that  conftituted  the  anny  and  navy  ;  and  the 
pafTion  for  military  fame  diffufed  itfelf  through  all  ranks 
in  the  civil  department  of  life,  even  to  the  very  dregs 
of  the  populace  :  Such  a  remarkable  change  from  indo 
lence  to  activity,  from  indifference  to  zeal,  from  timo 
rous  caution  to  fearlefs  execution,  was  effected  by  the 
influence  and  example  of  an  intelligent  and  intrepid  mi 
nifter,  who,  chagrined  at  the  inactivity  and  difgraces 
of  the  preceding  campaign,  had,  on  a  very  iolemn  oc- 
cafion,  lately  declared  his  belief  that  there  was  a  deter 
mined  refolution,  both  in  the  naval  and  military  com 
manders,  againft  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the  national 
power  in  the  ferviceof  the  country.  He  affirmed,  that 
though  his  majefty  appeared  ready  to  embrace  every 
mcafure  propofsd  by  his  tninifters  for  the  honour  and  in- 
intereft  o'f  his  Britifh  dominions,  yetfcarce  a  man  could 
be  found  with  whom  the  execution  of  any  one  plan  in 
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BOOK  which  there   was  the  leaft  appearance  of  any  danger, 
could  with  confidence   be   trufted.     He   particularifed 

^Y**^  the  inactivity  of  one  general  in  North  America,  from 
1758-  whofe  abilities  and  perfonal  bravery  the  nation  had  con 
ceived  great  expectation  :  He  complained,  that  this  no 
ble  commander  had  exprefled  the  moft  contemptuous 
cifregard  for  the  civil  power,  from  which  he  derived  his 
authority,  by  neglecting  to  tranfmit,  for  a  confiderable 
length  of  time,  any  other  advice  oi  his  proceedings  but 
what  appeared  on  a  written  fcrap  of  paper  :  He  obferv- 
ed,  that  with  a  force  by  land  and  fea  greater  than  ever 
the  nation  had  heretofore  maintained,  with  a  king  and 
rnmiftry  ardently  defirous  of  redeeming  her  glory,  fuc- 
courin^  her  allies,  and  promoting  her  true  intereft,  a 
fhameful  diflike  to  the  fervice  every  where  prevailed, 
and  few  feemed  affected  with  any  other  zeal  than  that 
of  afpiring  to  the  higheir.  polls,  and  grafping  the  larg- 
fft  falaries.  The  cenfure  levelled  at  the  commander  in 
America  was  founded  on  miitake  :  The  inactivity  of 
that  noble  lord  was  not  more  difappointing  to  the  mini- 
ftry  than  difagreeable  to  his  own  inclination.  He  ufed 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  anfwer  the  expectation  of  the 
public,  but  his  hands  were  effectually  tied  by  an  abfo- 
lute  impcflibility  of  fuccefs,  and  his  conduct  flood  juf- 
tified  in  the  eyes  of  his  fovereign.  A  particular  and 
accurate  detail  of  his  proceedings  he  tranfmitted  through 
a  canal,  which  he  imagined  would  have  directly  con 
veyed  it  to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  but  the  packet  was 
faid  to  have  been  purpofely  intercepted  and  fuppreffed. 
Perhaps  he  wrs  not  altogether  excuLble  for  having 
correfponded  fo  flightly  with  the  fecrctary  of  ftate  ;  but 
he  was  faid  to  have  gone  abroad  in  full  perfuafion  that 
theniinifrry  would  be  changed,  and  therefore  his  afli- 
chmies  were  principally  directed  to  the  great  perfonage, 
who,  in  that  cafe,  would  have  fuperintended  and  di 
rected  ;>J1  the  operations  of  the  army.  All  forts  of  mi 
litary  preparations  in  foundaries,  docks,  arfenals,  raff 
ing  and  exercifmg  troops,  and  victualling  tranfports, 
were  now  carried  on  with  fuch  diligence  and  difpatch, 
as  feemed  to  promife  an  exertion  that  would  foon  oblite- 
terate  the  diiagreeable  remembrance  of  pall  difgrace. 
The  beginning  of  the  year  was,  however,  a  little 

Dcatnor"  clouded  by  a  general  concern  for  the  death  of  his  ma- 
fs  jefty's  third  daughter,  the  princefs  Caroline,  a  lady  of 
the  moft  examplary  virtue  and  amiable  character,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-live,  fmcerely  regretted  as  a 
pattern  of  unaffected  piety,  and  unbounded  benevo 
lence. 
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The  Britifli  cruizers  kept  the  fea  during  all  the  fe-  c  H  A  P. 
verity  of  winter,  in  order  to  protect  the  commerce  of      VIII. 
the  kingdom,  and  annoy  that  of  the  enemy.     They  ex-  ^"Y^^ 
erted  themfelves    with   fuch   activity,  and    their  vigi-  Na^*j£jf 
lance   was    attended   with    fuch   fuccefs,  that   a  great  aaions. 
number  of  prizes  was   taken,  and  the  trade  of  France 
almoft  totally  extinguifhed.     A    very    gallant   exploit 
was  atchieved  by   one  captain  Bray,  commander  of  the 
Adventure,  a   fmall  armed  veffel  in  the  government's 
fervice:   Falling  in  with  the  Machault,  a  large   priva 
teer  of  Dunkirk,  near  Dungennefs,  he  ran  her  aboard, 
fattened   her  boltfprit  to  his  capftan,  and  after  a  warm 
engagement  compelled  her  commander  to  fubmit.     A 
French  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guns  was   taken  by  captain 
Parker,  in  a  new  fire-fhip  of  inferior  force.     Divers 
privateers  of  the  enemy  were  funk,  burned,  or  taken, 
and  a  great   number   of  merchant  (hips   fell  into   the 
hands  of  the  Englifh.     Nor  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  {hips  of  war  confined  to  the  Englifh  channel.     At 
this  period  the  board  of  admiralty  received  information 
from  admiral  Cotes,  in   Jamaica,  of  an   action   which 
happened  off  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  the   month  of 
October  of  the  preceding  year,  between  three  Englifh 
fhips  of  war  and  a  French  fquadron.     Captain  Forreft, 
an  officer  of  difUnguifhed  merit   in    the  fervice,  had, 
in  the  fhip  Auguila,  failed  from  Port-Royal  in  Jamai 
ca  accompanied  by  the    Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh, 
under   the    command    of  the    captains    Suckling    and 
Langdon.     He  was  ordered  to   cruize  off  cape  Fran 
cois,  and  this  fervice  he  literally  performed  in  the  face 
cf  the  French  fquadron  under  Kerfm,  lately  arrived  at 
that  place  from  the  coaft  of  Africa.     This  commander 
piqued  at  feeing  himfelf  thus  infulted  by  an  inferior  ar 
mament,  rcfolvcd  to  come  forth  and  give  them  battle; 
and  that  he  might   either  take    them,  or  at    leaft  drive 
them  out  of  thefe  ftas,  fo  as  to  afford  a  free  paffage  to  a 
great  number  of  merchant  fhips  then  lying  at  the  cape, 
bound  for  Europe,  he  took  every  precaution  which  he 
thought  neceffery  to  infure  fuccefs.     He  reinforced  his 
fquadron   with   fome  ftore-fhips    mounted  with  guns, 
and  armed  for  the  occafion,  and  fupplied  the  deficiency 
in  his  complements,  by  taking   on  board   feamen   from 
the   merchant    fhips,    and    foldiers  from   the   garrifon. 
Thus  prepared,  he   weighed    anchor,  and  ftood  out  to 
fea,  having  under  his  command   four  large  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  three  ftout  frigates.     They   were   no  fooner 
perceived  advancing,  than  captain  Forreft  held  a  fhort 
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BOOK,  council  with  his  two  captains.  "  Gentlemen  (faid  he) 
"  you  know  our  own  ftrength,  and  fee  that  of  the  ene- 
"  my ;  fhall  we  give  them  battle  ?"  They  replying  in 
the  affirmative,  headed,  "Then  fight  them  we  will; 
"  there  is  no  time  to  be  loir ;  return  to  your  fhips,  and 
"  get  them  ready  for  engaging."  After  this  laconic 
confultation  among  thefe  three  gallant  officers  they 
bore  down  upon  the  French  fquadron  without  further 
hefitation,  and  between  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon 
the  action  began  with  great  impetuofity.  The  enemy 
exerted  themfelves  with  uncommon  fpirit,  confcious 
that  their  honour  was  peculiarly  at  ftake,  and  that  they 
fought  in  light,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  coaft,  which 
was  lined  with  people,  expecting  to  fee  them  return  in 
triumph.  But,  notwithftanding  all  their  endeavours, 
their  commodore,  after  having  fuftained  a  fevere  en 
gagement,  that  lafted  two  hours  and  a  half,  found  his 
fhip  in  fuch  a  fhattered  condition,  that  he  made  fignal 
for  one  of  his  frigates  to  come  and  tow  him  out  of  the 
line.  His  example  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  his 
fquadron,  which,  by  this  affiftance,  with  the  favour  of 
the  land  breeze,  and  the  approach  of  night,  made  fhift 
to  accomplifh  their  efcape  from  the  three  Britifh  fhips, 
which  were  too  much  difabled  in  their  mafts,  and  rig 
ging  to  profecute  their  victory.  One  of  the  French 
fquadron  was  rendered  altogether  unferviceable  for  ac 
tion  :  Their  lofs  in  men  amounted  to  three  hundred 
killed,  and  as  many  wounded  ;  whereas  that  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  did  not  much  exceed  one  third  of  this  number. 
Neverthelefs,  they  were  fo  much  damaged,  that,  be 
ing  unable  to  keep  the  fea,  they  returned  to  Jamaica, 
and  the  French  commodore  feizcd  the  opportunity  of 
failing  with  a  great  convoy  for  Europe.  The  courage 
of  captain  Forreft  was  not  more  conspicuous  in  his  en 
gagement  with  the  French  fquadron  near  cape  Fran 
cois,  than  his  conduct  and  fagacity  in  a  fubfequent  ad 
venture  near  Port-au-Prince,  a  French  harbour,  fituat- 
eii  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay  on  the  weftern  part  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  behind  the  fmall  ifland  of  Gonave.  After  M. 
<le  Kerfin  had  taken  his  departure  from  cape  Fran9ois 
for  Europe,  admiral  Cotes,  beating  up  to  windward 
from  Port- Royal  in  Jamaica  with  three  fhips  of  the 
line,  received  intelligence  that  there  was  a  French  fleet 
at  Port-au-Prince,  ready  to  fail  on  their  return  to  Eu 
rope:  Captain  Forreft  then  prefented  the  admiral  with 
a  plan  for  an  attempt  on  this  place,  and  urged  it  earneft- 
ly.  This,  however,  was  declined,  and  captain  For- 
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reft  directed  to  cruize  off  the  ifland  Gonave  for  two  CHAP. 
days  only,  the  admiral  enjoining  him  to  re  fur  n  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time,  and  rejoin  the  fquadron  at  ^"v"^ 
cape  Nicholas.  Accordingly,  captain  Forreft,  in  the 
Augufta,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  between  the  ifland 
Gonave  and  Hifpaniola,  with  a  view  to  execute  a  plan 
which  he  had  himfelf  projected.  Next  day  in  the  af 
ternoon,  though  he  perceived  two  {loops,  he  forebore 
chafing,  that  he  might  not  rifque  a  difcovery ;  for  the 
fame  purpofe  he  hoifted  Dutch  colours  and  dif^uifed  his 
fhip  with  tarpaulins.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  he  dif- 
covered  feven  fail  of  (hips  fleering  to  the  weftward, 
and  hauled  from  them,  to  avoid  fufpicion  ;  but  at  the 
approach  of  night  gave  chafe  with  all  the  fail  he  could 
carry.  About  ten  he  perceived  two  fail,  one  of  which 
fired  a  gun,  and  the  other  made  beft  of  her  way  for 
Leoganne,  another  harbour  in  the  bay.  At  this  peri 
od  captain  Forreft  reckoned  eight  fail  to  leeward,  near 
another  port  called  Petit  Goave  ;  coming  up  with  the 
fhip  which  had  fired  the  gun,  fhe  fubmitted  without 
oppofition,  after  he  had  hailed,  and  told  her  captain 
what  he  was,  produced  two  of  his  largeft  cannon,  and 
threatened  to  fink  her  if  fhe  fhould  give  the  leaft  a- 
larm.  He  forthwith  fhifted  the  prifoners  from  this 
prize,  and  placed  on  board  of  her  five-and-thirty  of  his 
own  crew,  with  orders  to  ftand  for  Petit  Goave  and 
intercept  any  of  the  fleet  that  might  attempt  to  reach 
that  harbour.  Then  he  made  fail  after  the  reft,  and  in 
the  dawn  of  the  morning,  finding  himfelf  in  the  middle 
of  their  fleet,  he  began  to  fire  at  them  all  in  their 
turns,  as  he  could  bring  his  guns  to  bear  :  They  re 
turned  the  fire  for  fome  time  ;  at  length  the  Margue 
rite,  the  Solide,  and  the  Theodore  ftruck  their  co 
lours.  Thefe  being  fecured,  were  afterwards  ufed  in 
taking  the  Maurice,  Le  Grand,  and  La  Flore ;  the  Bril 
liant  alfo  fubmitted,  and  the  Mars  made  fail,  in  hopes 
of  efcaping,  but  the  Augufta  coming  up  with  her  a- 
bout  noon,  fhe  likewife  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vic 
tor.  Thus,  by  a  well -conducted  ftratagem,  a  whole 
fleet  of  nine  fail  were  taken  by  a  fingle  fhip,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  four  or  five  harbours,  in  any  one  of 
which  they  would  have  found  immediate  fhtlter  and 
fecurity.  The  prizes,  which  happened  to  be  richly 
laden,  were  fafely  conveyed  to  Jamaica,  and  there  fold 
at  public  auction,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  who 
may  fafely  challenge  hiftory  to  produce  fuch  another 
inftance  of  fuccefs. 
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BOOK  The  miniftry  having  determined  to  make  vigorous  ef 
forts  againfl  the  enemy  in  North-America,  admiral  Bof- 
cawen  was  vefled  with  the  command  of  the  fleet  deftined 
for  that  fervice,  and  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  igth 
day  of  February,  when  the  Invincible,  of  feventy-four 
guns,  one  of  the  beft  fhips  that  conftituted  his  fqua- 
dron,  ran  a-ground,  and  perifhcd  ;  but  her  men,  (lores, 
and  artillery  were  faved.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  month.  Sir  Edward  Kawke  fleered  into  the  bay  of 
Bifcay  with  another  fquadron,  in  order  to  intercept  any 
fupplies  from  France  defigned  for  Cape-Breton  or  Ca 
nada  ;  and  about  the  fame  time,  the  town  of  Embden, 
belonging  to  his  Pruflian  majefty,  which  had  fallen  in 
to  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  was  fuddenly  retrieved  by 
the  couducl  of  commodore  Holmes,  (lationed  on  that 
coaft,  who  fent  up  two  of  his  fmall  (hips  to  anchor  in 
the  river  between  Knok  and  the  city.  The  garri- 
fbn,  amounting  to  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  men, 
finding  themfelves  thus  cut  off  from  all  communica 
tion  with  the  country  below,  abandoned  the  place  with 
great  precipitation,  and  fome  of  their  baggage  being 
fent  off  by  water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which  the 
commodore  armed  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  in  the 
fame  month  that  the  admiralty  received  advice  of  ano 
ther  advantage  by  fea,  which  had  been  gained  by  ad 
miral  Ofborne,  while  he  cruized  between  Cape  de  Gatt 
and  Carthagena  on  the  coaft  of  Spain.  On  the  28th 
day  of  March,  he  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron,  com 
manded  by  the  marquis  du  Quefne,  confiflingof  four  fhips 
namely,  the  Foudroyant,  of  eighty  guns,  the  Orphee,  of 
fixty-four,  the  Oriflamme,  of  fifty,  and  the  Pleiade  fri 
gate,  of  twenty-four  in  their  paffage  from  Toulon  to 
reinforce  Ai.  de  la  Clue,  who  had  for  fome  time  been 
blocked  up  by  admiral  Ofborne  in  the  harbour  of  Car 
thagena.  The  enemy  no  fooner  perceived  the  Englifh 
fquadron  than  they  difperfed,  and  fleered  different 
courfes  :  Then  Mr.  Ofborne  detached  divers  fhips  in 
purfuit  of  each,  while  he  himfelf,  with  the  body  of  his 
fleet,  flood  off  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  French  fquadron  which  lay  there  at  an 
chor.  About  feven  in  the  evening,  the  Orphee,  hav 
ing  on  board  five  hundred  men,  flruck  to  captain  Storr, 
in  the  Revenge,  who  loft  the  calf  of  one  leg  in  the  en 
gagement,  during  which  he  was  fuftained  by  the  fliips 
Berwick  and  Preilon.  The  Monmouth,  of  fixty-fcur 
guns,  commanded  by  captain  Gardener,  engaged  the 
FoudrOyant,  one  of  the  largeft  fhips  in  the  French  na- 


G     E     O     R     G     E      II.  257 

vv,   mounted   with   foudcore   cannon,   and   containing  C  H  A  p. 
eight  hundred  men,   under  the  direction  of  the  marquis     VIIi- 
du  Quefne.     The  aclion   was    maintained    with   great 
fury  on  both  fides,  and  the  gallant   captain    Gardener 
loft   his  life  :  Neverthelefs,   the   fight  was    continued 
with  unabating  vigour  by  his  lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett, 
and  the  Foudroyant  difabled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  her 
commander  ftruck  as  foon  as   the  other   Englifh  fhips, 
the  Swiftfure  and  the  Hampton-court  appeared.      This 
mortifying  ftep,  however,  he  did  not  take  until  he   faw 
his  {hip  lie  like  a  wreck  upon  the  water,  and  the  decks 
covered  with  carnage.     The  Onflarrur.me   was   driven 
on  fiiore  under  the  caftle  of  Aiglos,  by  the  fhips   Mon 
tague    and   Monarque,     commanded    by   the   captains 
Rowley  and  Montague,    who  could  not  complete   their 
deftrucStion  without  violating    the   neutrality  of  Spain. 
As  for  the  Pleiads  frigate,  {he  made  her  efcape  by   be 
ing  a  prime  failor.     This  was  a  fevere  ftroke  upon  the 
enemy,  who  not  only  loft  two  of  their  capital  fhips  but 
faw  them  added  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  the 
difafter    was   followed  clofe    by    another,    which    they 
could  not  help  feeling  with  equal    fenfibility  of  morti 
fication  and  chagrin.     In  the  beginning   of  April,    fir 
Edward  Hawke,  fteering  with  his  fquadron    into  Baf- 
que-road,  on  the  coaft   of  Poictou,  difcovered,  off  the 
Ifle  of  Aix,  a  French  fleet  at  anchor,  confiding  of  five 
{hips  of  the  line,  with  fix  frigates,    and  forty  tranfports, 
having  on   board   three   thoufand   troops,  and  a   large 
quantity  of  {lores  and  provificns,  intended  as   a  fupply 
for  their  fettlements  in    North    America.      They    no 
fooner  faw  the  Englifh   admiral   advancing;,   than   they 
began  to  flip  their  cables,  and  fly  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion.     Some  of  them   efcaped  by  fea  ;  but   the   greater 
number  ran  into  fhoal  water,  where  they  could  not  be 
purfued  ;  and,  next  morning,   they  appeared  a-ground, 
lying  on  their  broadfides.   Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  had 
rode  all  niy;ht  at  anchor  abreaft  of  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  fur- 
ni ftied  the  {hips  Intrepid  and  Meclway  with  trufcy  pilots, 
and  fent  them  farther  in  when  the  flood  began  to  make, 
with  orders  to  found  a-head,  that  he  might  know  whe 
ther  there  was  any  poflibility  of  attacking  the  enemy  ; 
but  the  want  of  a    fufficient   depth  of  water  rendered 
this    fcheme    impracticable.       In   the    mean   time   the 
French  threw  o^er  hoard  their  cannon,  {lores,  and  bal- 
l.ift, ;  and  boats  and  launches  from  Rochefort  were  em 
ployed    in    carrying    out  warps,    to    drag  their  {hips 
through  tho  foft  mud,  as  foon  as  thev  fhoukl  bs  water- 
VOL.   1][.  2  L 
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BOOK  borne  by  the  flowing  tide.  By  thefe  means,  their  large 
in-  fhips  of  war,  and  many  of  their  tranfports,  efcaped  into 
the  river  Charente  ;  but  their  loadging  was  loft,  and 
the  end  of  their  equipment  totally  defeated.  Another 
convoy  of  merchant  fhips,  under  the  protection  of  three 
frigates,  fir  Edward  Hawke  ,  a  few  days  before,  had 
chafed  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  ifle 
of  Rhe,  where  they  ftill  remained,  waiting  an  opportu 
nity  for  hazarding  a  fecond  departure.  A  third,  con- 
fifting  of  twelve  fail,  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Que 
bec,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate  and  armed  veflel,  was 
encountered  atfea  by  one  Briiifh.  (hip  of  the  line  and 
two  fire-fhips,  which  took  the  frigate  and  armed  veflel, 
and  two  of  the  convoy  afterwards  met  with  the  fame 
fate ;  but  this  advantage  was  overbalanced  by  the  lofs 
of  captain  James  Hume,  commander  of  the  Pluto  fire- 
fhip,  a  brave  accomplifhed  officer,  who  in  an  unequal 
combat  with  the  enemy,  refufed  to  quit  the  deck  even 
when  we  was  difabled,  and  fell  glorioufly,  covered  with 
wounds,  exhorting  the  people,  with  his  lateft  breath,  to 
continue  the  engagement  while  the  (hip  could  fwim, 
and  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May,  the  Raifonnable,  a  French 
fhip  of  the  line,  mounted  with  fixty-four  cannon,  hav 
ing  on  board  fix  hundred  and  thirty  men,  commanded 
by  the  prince  de  Mombazon  Chevalier  de  Rohan,  was, 
in  her  paffage  from  Portl'Orient  to  Breft,  attacked  by 
captain  Dennis,  in  the  Dorfetfhire,  of  feventy  guns, 
and  taken,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  in  which 
one  hundred  and  fixty  men  of  the  prince's  complement 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  he  fuftained  great  damage 
in  his  hull,  fails,  and  rigging.  Thefe  fuccefTes  were 
moreover  chequered  by  the  tidings  of  a  lamentable  dif- 
after  that  befel  the  fhip  Prince  George,  of  eighty  guns, 
commanded  by  rear-admiral  Broderick,  in  his  p^flage 
to  the  Mediterranean.  On  the  I3th  day  of  April,  be 
tween  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  in  the  fore  part  of  the  fhip,  and  raged  with 
fuch  fury,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the 
officers  and  men  for  fcveral  hours,  the  flames  increafed, 
and  the  fhip  bei::g  confumed  to  the  water's  edge,  the 
remnant  funk  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The 
horror  and  confternation  of  fuch  a  fcene  are  not  eafily 
defcribed.  When  all  endeavours  proved  friiitlefs,  and 
no  hope  of  preferving  the  fhip  remained,  the  barge 
was  hoifted  out  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  admiral,  who 
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entered  it  accordingly  ;  but  all  diftinclion  of  perfons  be-  CHAP 
ing  now  aboliftied,  the  flamen  ruflied  into  it  in  fuch  VI11' 
crowds,  that  in  a  few  moments  it  overfct.  The.admi-  ^*^T**^ 
ral,  forefeeing  that  this  would  be  the  cafe,  ftripped  ofF  1?53' 
his  clothes,  and  committing  himfelf  to  to  the  mercy  of 
the  waves,  was  faved  by  the  boat  of  a  merchant  (hip, 
after  he  had  fuftained  himfelf  in  the  fea  a  full  hour  by 
fwimmina;.  Captain  Payton,  who  was  the  fcccnd  in 
command,  remained  upon  the  quarter-deck  as  long  as 
it  was  poffible  to  keep  that  ftation,  and  then  defcend- 
ing  by  the  ftern  ladder,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  ta 
ken  into  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Alderney  floop.  The 
hull  of  the  (hip,  malts,  and  rigging,  were  now  in  a 
blaze,  burfting  tremendous  in  feveral  partsthrough  hor 
rid  clouds  of  frnoak  :  Nothing  was  heard  but  the  crack 
ling  of  the  flames,  mingled  with  the  difmal  cries  of 
terror  and  diftraclion  :  Nothing  was  feen  but  acrs  of 
phrenzy  and  defperation.  The  miferable  wretches, 
affrighted  at  the  horrors  of  fuch  a  conflagration,  fought 
a  fate  lefs  dreadful,  by  plunging  into  the  fea,  and  about 
three  hundred  men  were  preferved  by  the  boats  belong 
ing  to  fome  fhips  that  accompanied  the  admiral  in  his 
voyage,  but  five  hundred  perished  in  the  ocean. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  being  determined  to  re-  Defcentsoi? 
new  his  attempt  upon  the  corift  of  France,  ordered  athecoaftof 
very  formidable  armament  to  be  equipped  for  that  pur-  France- 
pofe.  Two  powerful  fquadrons  by  fea  were  deftined 
for  theferviceof  this  expedition ;  the  firft,  confifting 
of  eleven  great  fhips,  was  commanded  by  lord  Anfon 
and  ijr  Edward  Hawke:  The  other,  compofed  of  four 
/hips  of  the  line,  feven  frigates,  fix  {loops,  two  fire  fhips, 
two  bombs,  ten  cutters,  twenty  tenders,  ten  ftore- 
fhips,  and  one  hundered  tranfports,  was  put  under  the 
direction  of  commodore  Howe,  who  had  figrialized 
himfelf  by  his  gallantry  and  conduit  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  fruitlefs  expedition.  The  plan  of  a  defcent  upon 
France  having  been  adopted  by  the  miniftry,  a  body  of 
troops,  confifting  of  fixteen  regiments,  nine  troops  of 
light-horfe,  and  fix  thoufand  marines,  was  aficmbled 
for  the  execution  of  this  defiVn,  and  embarked  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  JVIarlborough  ;  a  nobleman 
who,  though  he  did  not  inherit  all  the  military  genius 
of  his  grandfather,  yet  far  excelled  him  in  the  amiable 
and  focial  qualities  of  the  heart :  He  was  brave  beyond 
all  queftion,  generous  to  profufion,  and  good-natured 
to  excefs.  On  this  occaiion,  he  was  affifted  by  the 
councils  of  lord  George  Sackville,  fecond  in  com- 
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E  o  O  K  mand,  fon  to  the  duke  of  Dorfet ;  an  officer  of  experi 
ence  and  reputation,  who  had,  in  the  civil  departments 
of  government,  exhibited  proofs  of  extraordinary  geni- 
us  and   uncommon  application.     The  troops,  having 
been  encamped    for  fome  time  upon  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
were  embarked  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  and  the  two 
fleets  failed  in  the  beginning  of  June  for    the  coaft  of 
UreJagne,  leaving  the  people  of  England   flushed  with 
the  gayeft   hopes  of  viclory  and   conqueih     The  two 
fleets  parted  at  fea  :  Lord  Anfon,  with   his  fquadron, 
proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy's   fhips    and  harafs  their  navi 
gation  ;  while  commodore  Howe  with  the  land-forces, 
iteered  directly  towards  S*.  Malocs,  a  ftrcng  place   of 
confiderable  commerce,  fituated  on   the   coaft  of  Bre- 
tagne,  againft  which  the   purpofed   invafion  feemed  to 
be  chiefly  intended.     The  town,  however,  was  found 
too  well  fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  to  admit  of 
an  attempt  by  fea  with  any  profpecl  offuccefs;  and, 
therefore,  it  was    refolved   to   make   a  defccnt    in  the 
neighbourhood.     After  the  fleet  had  been,  by  contrary 
winds,  detained    feveral  days   in  fight  of  the  French 
coaft,  it  arrived    in   the   bay  of  Cancalle,  about   two 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  St.  Maloes,  and  Mr.  Howe, 
having  filenced   a  fmall  battery  which    the  enemy  had 
occafionaily  raifed    upon  the   bc?.ch,  the    troops    were 
landed,  without   further  oppoiition,  on  the    6th  day  of 
June.     The  duke  of  Marlborough  immediately  began 
his  march  towards  St.  Servan,  with  a   view  to  deftroy 
fuch  fnipping  and  magazines  as  might  be  in  any  accef- 
fible   parts  of  the  river  -,  and   this  fchemc  was  executed 
with  fuccefs.     A   great   quantity  of  naval   flores,  two 
fhips  of  war,  feveral  privateers,  and   about   fourfcore 
veffels  of  different  forts,  were  fet  on  fire,  and  reduced 
to  afhes,  almoft  under  the  cannon  of  the  place,  which, 
however,  they  could  not   pretend  to  befiege  in   form. 
His  grace  having   received   repeated   advices   that    the 
enemy  were  bufily  employed    in    aflembling  forces    to 
march   againft   him,  returned    to  Cancalle,  where  Mr. 
Howe  had  made  fuch  a  maftcrly  difpofition  of  the  boa(ts 
and    tranfports,  that  the  re-embarkation  of  the   troops 
was   performed   with    furprifing    cafe    and   expedition. 
The  forces,  while  they    remained  on   fhorc,  were   re- 
ftrained  from  all  outrages  by  the  moft  fevere  discipline  ; 
and  the    French  houfes,  which  their   inhabitants    had 
abandoned,  were    left   untouched.     Immediately   after 
their  l.'.nding,  the  duke  of  MarKsorotrgh-,  as  commander 
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in  chief,  publifhed  and  diftributed  a  manifefto,  addref-  c  H  A  I>- 
led  to  the  people  of  Bretagne,  giving  them  to  under-  .  V 
Hand,  that  his  defcent  upon  the  coaft  was  not  effe&ed  ^*^^™/ 
with  a  defign  to  make  war  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
open  country,  except  fuch  as  fnouid  be  found  in  arms, 
or  otherwife  oppofing  the  operations  of  his  Britannic 
mejefty  :  That  all  v/ho  were  willing  to  continue  in 
peaceable  poffeilicn  of  th:-ir  effects,  might  remain  un- 
molefted  in  their  refpective  dwellings,  and  follow  their 
ufual  occupations  :  That,  befides  the  cuftorr.s  and  tax 
es  they  ufed  to  pay  to  their  own  king,  nothing  fhould 
be  required  of  them  but  what  was  abfoiutely  neceffa- 
ry  for  the  fubliftence  of  the  army  ;  and  that,  for  all  pro- 
vifions  brougi  t  in,  they  fnouid  be  paid  in  ready  mo 
ney.  He  concluded  this  notice  wi-.h  declaring,  that  if, 
notwithstanding  thcfj  afiurances  of  protection,  they 
ihould  carry  off  their  effeiSts  and  provifions,  and  aban 
don  the  places  of  their  habitation,  he  would  treat  them 
as  enemies,  and  deitroy  their  houfes  with  fire  and 
fword.  To  the  magiftracy  of  St.  Maloes  he  likewife 
lent  a  letter,  importing,  that  as  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  and  villages  between  Dinant,  Rennes,  and 
Doll,  now  in  his  pofteilion,  had  defatted  their  habita 
tions,  probably  to  avoid  the  payment  or  the  ulual  con 
tributions  ;  and  he  being  informed  that' the  magifh'r.tcs 
had  compelled  the  people  of  the  country  to  retire  into 
the  town  of  St.  iVialocs,  he  now  gave  them  notice,  that 
if  they  did  not  immediately  fend  them  back  to  their  hou 
fes,  and  come  themfelvcs  to  his  head-quarters,  to  fettle 
the  contributions,  he  fhould  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
proceed  to  military  execution.  Thefe  threat?,  how 
ever,  were  not  put  in  f>rce,  although  the  magiftrat.es 
of  St.  Maloes  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  his 
injunction.  But  it  was  found  altogether  impoflible  to 
prevent  irregularities  among  troops  that  were  naturally 
licentious.  Some  houfes  were  pillaged,  and  not  with 
out  a&s  of  barbarity  :  But  the  offenders  were  brought 
to  immediate  juftice;  and  it  muft  be  owned,  as  an  itf- 
conteftiblc  proof  of  the  general's  humanity,  that  in 
destroying  the  magazines  of  the  enemy  at  St.  Servan, 
which  maybe  termed  the  fuburbsof St.  Maloes,  he  or 
dered  one  fmall  ftore-houfe  to  be  fpared,  becaufe  it 
could  not  be  fet  on  fire  without  endangering  the  whole 
diftritft.  The  Britifn  forces  being  re-embarked,  in 
cluding  about  five  hundred  lip-ht  horfe,  which  had  been 
disciplined  and  carried  over  with  a  view  to  fcour  the 
country,  the  fleet  was  detained  by  contrary  winds  in 
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B  O  o  K.  the  bay  of  Cancalle   for  feveral  days,  during  which  a 
'  defign  feems  to  have  been  formed  for  attacking;  Gran- 


ville,  which  had  been  reconnoitred  by  fome  of  the  en 
gineers:  But  in  confequence  of  their  report,  the  fcheme 
was  laid  afide,  and  the  fleet  flood  out  to  fea,  where  it 
was  expofed  to  fome  rough  weather.  In  a  few  days, 
the  wind  blowing  in  a  northern  direction,  they  fteered 
again  towards  the  French  coaft,  and  ran  in  \vith  the 
land  near  Havre-de-Grace,  where  the  fiat-bottomed 
boats,  provided  for  landing,  were  hoifted  out,  and  a 
fecond  difembarkation  expected.  But  the  wind  blow 
ing  violently  towards  the  evening,  the  boats  were  re- 
fhipped,  and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the  land,  in  or 
der  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  lee-fhore.  Next  day, 
the  weather  being  more  moderate,  they  returned  to  the 
fame  ftation,  and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  for  a 
defcent;  but  the  duke  of  Marlborough  having  taken  a 
view  of  the  coaft  in  an  open  cutter,  accompanied 
by  commodore  Howe,  thought  proper  to  wave  the 
attempt.  Their  next  ftep  was  to  bear  away  before  the 
wind  for  Cherbourg,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
place  the  fleet  came  to  anchor.  Here  fome  of  the 
traniports  received  the  fire  of  fix  different  batteries  ; 
and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  appeared  in  arms  to 
difpute  the  landing;  neverthelefs,  the  general  refolved 
that  the  forts  Querqueville,  1'Hommer,  and  Gallet 
Should  be  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  firft  regiment  of 
guards.  The  foldiers  were  actually  diftributed  in  the 
flat-bottomed  boats,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
this  enterprize,  when  the  wind  began  to  blow  with 
fuch  violence,  that  the  troops  could  not  be  landed  with 
out  the  mofr  imminent  danger  and  difficulty,  nor  pro 
perly  fuftained  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe,  even  if  the  difem- 
barkation  could  have  been  effected.  This  attempt, 
therefore,  was  laid  afide,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  refolu- 
tion  taken  to  ftand  in  towards  the  fhore  with  the 
whole  fleet,  to  cover  a  general  landing.  A  difpofition 
was  made  accordingly,  but  the  ftorm  increafing,  the 
tranfports  ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  the  fhips  were 
expofed  to  all  the  perils  of  a  lee-fhore,  for  the  gale 
blew  directly  upon  the  coaft;  befides,  the  provifions 
began  to  fail,  and  the  hay  for  the  horfes  was  almoft 
conlumed.  Thefe  concurring  reafons  induced  the 
commanders  to  poftpone  the  difembarkation  to  a  more 
favourable  opportunity.  The  fleet  ftood  out  to  fea, 
the  tempeft  abated,  they  fteered  for  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
and  next  day  anchored  at  St.  Helen's.  Such  was  the 
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ifTue  of  an  cnterprize    achieved  with  confiderable  Cue-  CHAP, 
cefs,  if  we   confider  the  damage  done  to  the   enemy's      VIII- 
{hipping,  and  the  other  objects  which  the  miniftry  had  v-/"v^-/ 
in  view  ;  namely,  to  fecurethe  navigation  of  the  chan-      I7S8- 
nel,  and  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  German  allies, 
by  alarming  the  French  king,  and  obliging  him  to  em 
ploy  a  great  number  of  troops  to  defend  his  coaft  from 
infult  and  invaiion  :  But  whether  fuch  a   mighty  arma 
ment  was  necelTary    for    the  accomplifhment   of  thefe 
petty  aims,  and  whether  the  fame  armament  might  not 
have  been  employed  in  executing  fchemes  of  infinitely 
greater  advantage  to  the  nation,  we  fhall  leave    to  the 
judicious  reader's  own  reflection. 

The  defigns  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  though  inter 
rupted  by  tempeftuous  weather,  were  not  as  yet  laid 
afide  for  the  whole  feafon :  But  in  the  mean  time,  the 
troops  were  difembarked  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  and 
one  brigade  marched  to  the  northward,  to  join  a  body 
of  troops  with  which  the  government  refolved  to  aug 
ment  the  army  of  the  allies  in  Germany,  commanded 
by  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  lord  George  Sackville,  being  ap 
pointed  to  conduct  this  Britim  corps  upon  the  continent, 
the  command  of  the  marine  expeditions  devolved  to 
lieutenant-general  Bligh,  an  old  experienced  officer, 
who  had  ferved  with  reputation  ;  and  his  royal  high- 
nefs  prince  Edward,  afterwards  created  duke  of  York, 
entered  as  a  volunteer  with  commodore  Howe,  in  order 
to  learn  the  rudiments  of  the  fea-fcrvice.  The  remain 
der  of  the  troops  being  reimbarked,  and  every  thing 
prepared  for  the  fecond  expedition,  the  fleet  failed  from 
St.  Helen's  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  ;  and  after  a  tedi 
ous  paffage  from  calms  and  contrary  winds,  anchored 
on  the  feventh  in  the  bay  of  Cherbourg.  By  this  time 
the  enemy  had  intrenched  themfelves  within  a  line,  ex 
tending  from  the  fort  Ecceurdeville,  whichftands  about 
two  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Cherbourg,  along  the 
coaft  for  the  fpace  of  four  miles,  fortified  with  feveral 
batteries  a  t  proper  diftances.  Behind  this  retrench 
ment  a  body  of  horfe  and  infantry  appeared  in  red  and 
blue  uniforms;  but  as  they  did  not  advance  to  the  open 
beach,  the  lefs  rifk  was  run  in  landing  the  Britifh 
forces.  At  firft,  a  bomb-ketch  had  been  lent  to  anchor 
near  the  town,  and  throw  fome  (hells  into  the  place, 
as  a  feint  to  amufe  the  enemy,  and  deceive  them  with 
regard  to  the  place  of  difcmbarkation,  while  the  gene 
ral  had  determined  to  land  about  a  league  to  the  weft- 
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BOOK  ward  of  Querqueville,  the  moft  weftern  fort  in  the  bay. 
The  other  bomb-ketches,  being   ported    along   fliore, 

v-xv^s~'  did  confiderable  execution  upon  the  entrenchments,  not 
17581  only  by  throwing  fhelis  in  the  ufual  way,  but  alfo  by 
ufing  ball  mortars,  filled  with  great  quantities  of  balls, 
which  rnav  be  thrown  to  a  great  diftance,  and,  byfcat- 
tering  as  they  fiy,  do  abundance  of  mifchief.  While 
thelc  ketches  fired  without  ceafmg,  the  grenadiers  and 
guards  were  rowed  regularly  afhore  in  the  fiat-bottom 
ed  boats,  and  landing  without  opposition,  inftantly 
formed  on  a  fmall  open  portion  cf  the  beach,  with  a 
natural  breaft-work  in  their  front,  having  on  the  other 
fide  a  hollow  way,  and  a  village  rifing  beyond  it  with 
a  fudclen  afcent  :  On  the  left,  the  ground  was  inter- 
feclecl  by  hedge?,  and  covered  with  orchards,  and  from 
this  quarter  the  enemy  advanced  in  order.  The  Bri- 
tifh  troops  immediately  quitted  the  bread-work,  in  or 
der  to  meet  them  half  way,  and  a  draggling  fire  began  ; 
but  the  French  edging  to  the  left,  took  pofleffion  of  the 
hill,  from  whence  they  piqueered  with  the  advanced 
pofts  of  the  Engiifh.  In  the  mean  time,  the  reft  of 
the  infantry  were  difembarked,  and  the  enemy  at  night 
retired.  As  the  light  troops  were  not  yet  landed,  ge 
neral  Bligh  encamped  that  night  at  the  village  of  Ervil- 
le,  on  a  piece  of  ground  that  did  not  extend  above  four 
hundred  paces  ;  fo  that  the  tents  were  pitched  in  a 
crowded  and  irregular  manner.  Next  morning,  the 
general  having  received  intelligence,  that  no  parties  of 
the  enemy  were  feen  moving  on  the  hill,  or  in  the 
plain,  and  that  fort  Querqueville  was  entirely  aban 
doned,  made  a  difpofition  for  marching  in  two  columns 
to  Cherbourg.  An  advanced  party  took  immediate 
pofTeflion  of  Querqueviile  ;  and  the  lines  and  batteries 
along  the  fhore  were  now  deferted  by  the  enemy.  The 
Briti{h  forces  n. arching  behing  St.  Aulne,  Eccrurdc- 
ville,  Hcmrnet,  and  laGalet,  found  the  town  of  Cher 
bourg  likevvife  abandoned,  and  the  gates  being;  open, 
entered  it  without  oppofition.  The  citizens,  encou 
raged  by  a  manifefto  containing  a  promife  of  protec 
tion,  which  had  been  published  and  diftributed,  in  or 
der  to  quit  their  apprehenfions,  received  their  new 
guefts  with  a  good  grace,  overwhelming  them  with  ci 
vilities,  for  which  they  met  with  a  very  ungrateful  re 
turn  ;  for  as  the  bulk  of  the  army  was  not  regularlv 
encamped  and  fuperintended,  the  foldiers  vrcreat  liber 
ty  to  indulge  themfelves  in  riot  and  licentioufnefs.  All 
night  long  they  ravaged  th?  adjacent  country  v/uhou; 
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reftraint ;  and  as  no  guards  had  been  regularly  placed  CHAP, 
in  the   ftreets  and  avenues  of  Cherbourg,  to   prevent 
diforders,  the  town   itfelf  was  not  exempted   from  pil-  v-'^v~s-' 
lage  and  brutality.     Thefe  outrages,  however,  were  no       ™* 
fooner  known,   than  the  general  took   immediate  fteps 
for  putting  a  flop  to  them  for  the  prefent,  and  prevent 
ing  all   irregularities  for    the  future.     Next   morning 
the  place  being  reconnoitred,  he  determined  to  dtfiioy, 
without  delay,  all  the  forts  and  the  bafon,  and  the  ex 
ecution  of  this  defign  was  left  to  the  engineers,  a/lifted 
by  the  officers  of  the  fleet   and  artillery.      Great  fums 
of  money  had  been  expended  upon  the  harbour  and  bafon 
of  Cherbourg,  which    at  one  time  was  confidered  by 
the   French  court   as   an  object  of  great    importance, 
from  its  fituation  refpeclinsr  the  river  Seine,  as  well  as 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  England  ,  but  as  the  works  were 
left  unfinifhed,  in   all  appearance  the  plan   had  grown 
into  difreputation.     The  enemy  had  railed  feveral  un 
connected   batteries  along  the  bay,  but  the  town  itfelf 
was  quite  open  and  defencelefs.     While  the  engineers 
were  employed    in  demolifhina;    the   works,    the  light 
horfe  fcoured  the  country,  and  detachments  were  every 
day  fent  out  towards  Walloign,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
leagues    from  Cherbourg,  where  the  enemy  were  en 
camped,  and  every  hour  received  reinforcements.     Se 
veral  fkirmimes  were  fought  by  the  out  parties  of  each 
army,  in  one  of  which  capt.  L/indfay,  a  gallant  young 
officer,  who  had  been  very  inftrumental  in  training  the 
light  horfe,  was  mortally  wounded.     The  harbour  and 
bafon  of  Cherbourg  being  deftroyed,  together  with  all 
the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  about   twenty  pie 
ces  of  brafs  cannon  fecured  on  board  the  Englifh  fhips, 
a  contribution,    amounting    to    about    three   thoufand 
pounds  fterling,    was   exacted   upon    the   town,  and  a 
plan  of  re-embarkation  concerted,  as  it  appeared  from 
the  reports  of  peafants   and   deferters  that   the   enemy 
were   already  increafed   to    a  formidable  number.     A 
flight  entrenchment  being  raifed,  fufficient  to  defend 
the  laft  devifion  that  fhould  be  re-embarked,  the  ftores 
and  artillery  were  fhipped,  and  the  light  horfes  convey 
ed  on  board    their  refpedtive   tranfports,    by  means  of 
platforms  laid  in  the  flatbottomed  veflels.     On  the  i6th 
day  of  Augufr,  at  three  o'clock  in   the   morning,  the 
forces  marched    from  Cherbourg  down    to   the  beach, 
and  re-embarked  at  fort  Galet,  without  the  leaft  diftur- 
bance  from  the  enemy. 
VOL.  Ill:  2  M 
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BOOK       This  fervice  being  happily  performed,    the  fleet  fet 
fail  for  the  coaft  of  England,  and  anchored  in  the  road 


of  Weymouth,  under  the  high  land  of  Portland.  In 
17581  two  days  it  weighed  and  flood  again  to  the  fouthward  > 
but  was  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to  return  to  the 
fame  riding.  The  fecond  effort,  however,  was  more 
effectual.  The  fleet  with  fome  difficulty  kept  the  fea, 
and  fleering  to  the  French  coaft,  came  to  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  St.  Lunaire,  two  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  St. 
Maloes,  againft  which  it  was  determined  to  make  ano 
ther  attempt.  The  floops  and  ketches  being  ranged 
along  fhore  to  cover  the  difembarkation,  the  troops 
landed  on  a  fair  open  beach,  and  a  detachment  of  gre 
nadiers  was  fent  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Briac,  above  the 
town  of  St.  Malo,  where  they  deftroyed  about  fifteen 
fmall  veflels:  But  St.  Maloes  itfelf  being  properly  fur- 
veyed,  appeared  to  be  above  itfult,  either  from  the  land 
forces  or  the  fhipping.  The  mouth  of"  the  river  that 
forms  its  bafon  extends  above  two  miles  in  breadth  at 
its  narroweft  part,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  land 
batteries,  and  the  entrance  is  defended  by  fuch  forts 
and  batteries  as  the  fhips  of  war  could  not  pretend  to 
filence,  confidering  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  chan 
nel  ;  befides  fifty  pieces  of  large  cannon  planted  on  thefe 
forts  and  batteries,  the  enemy  had  mounted  forty  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  town  ;  and  the  bafon  was,  moreover, 
ftrengthened  by  feven  frigates  or  armed  vefTels,  whofe 
guns  might  have  been  brought  to  be;;r  upon  any  batte 
ries  that  could  be  raifed  on  fhore,  as  well  as  upon  fhips 
entering  by  the  ufual  channel.  For  thefe  fubftantial 
rer.fons  the  defign  againft  St.  Maloes  was  dropped  ;  but 
the  general  being  unwilling  to  re-embark  without  hav 
ing  taken  fome  ftep  for  the  further  annoyance  of  the 
enemy,  refolved  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  conduct 
ing  his  motions,  however,  fo  as  to  be  near  the  fleet, 
which  had,  by  this  time,  quitted  the  bay  of  St.  Lunaire, 
where  it  could  not  ride  .with  any  fafety,  and  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

Kvu'-h  de-        ^n    Friday  the   8th  of  September,     general  Bligh, 

feared  at     with  his   little  army,  began  his    march   for  Guildo,  at 

fit.  Cas.       the  diftance   of  nine  miles,  which    he  reached    in  the 

evening  :  Next  day  he   crofTed  a  little  gut   or   inlet  of 

the  fea,  at  low  water,  and  his  troops  being  incommoded 

by  the  peafants,  who  fired  at   them  from   hedges   and 

houfes,  he  fent  a  prieft  with  amefTage,  intimating,  that 

if  they  would  not  defift,  he  would  reduce  their  houfes 
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toafhes.  No  regard  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  the  CHAP, 
houfes  were  actually  fet  on  fire  as  foon  as  the  troops  had 
formed  their  camp  about  two  miles  on  the  other  fide  of  ^"Y""*1 
the  inlet.  Next  morning  he  proceeded  to  the  village  *75 
ofMatignon,  where,  after  fome  fmart  fkirmifhing,  the 
French  piquets  appeared,  drawn  up  in  order,  to  the 
number  of  two  battalions  ;  but  having  fuftained  a  f_w 
fhot  from  the  Englifli  field-pieces,  and  feeing  the  gre-*- 
nadiers  advance,  they  fuddenly  difperfed.  General 
Bligh  continuing  his  route  through  the  village,  en 
camped  in  the  open  ground,  about  three  miles  from  the 
bay  of  St.  Cas,  which  was  this  day  reconnoitred  for 
re-embarkation;  P"or  he  now  received  undoubted  in 
telligence,  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillcn  had  advanced 
from  Breft  to  Lambale,  within  fix  miles  of  the  Englifh 
camp,  at  the  head  of  twelve  regular  battalions,  fix 
fquadrons,  two  regiments  of  militia,  eight  mortars, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  The  bay  of  St.  Cas  was 
covered  by  an  entrenchment  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up,  to  prevent  or  oppofe  any  difembarkation ; 
and  on  the  outfide  of  this  work  th-re  was  a  range  of 
fand-hills  extending  along  Ihore,  which  could  have 
fei  ved  as  a  cover  to  the  enemy,  from  whence  they  might 
have  annoyed  the  troops  in  re-embarking  :  For  this 
reafon  a  propofal  was  made  to  the  general,  that  the 
forces  Ihculd  be  re-embarked  from  a  fair  open  beach  on 
the  left,  between  St.  Cas  and  Guildo;  but  this  advice 
was  rejected,  and,  indeed,  the  fubfequent  operations 
of  the  army  favoured  ftrong  of  blind  fecurity  and  rafh 
prefumption.  Had  the  troops  decamped  in  the  night 
without  noife,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  ar 
rived  at  the  beach  before  the  French  had  received  the 
leaft  intelligence  of  their  motion  ;  and,  in  that  cafe, 
the  whole  army,  confifting  cf  about  fix  thoufand  men, 
might  have  been  re-embarked  without  the  leaft  inter 
ruption  :  But,  inftead  of  this  cautious  manner  of  pro 
ceeding,  the  drums  were  beaten  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  as  if  with  intention  to  give  notice  to  the 
enemy,  who  forthwith  repeated  the  fame  fignal.  The 
troops  were  in  motion  before  three,  and  though  the 
length  of  the  march  did  not  exceed  three  miles,  the 
halts  and  interruptions  were  fo  numerous  and  frequent, 
that  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  beach  of  St.  Cas  till 
nine.  Then  the  embarkation  was' begun,  and  might 
have  been  happily  finiflied,  had  the  tranfports  lain  near 
the  ftiore,  and  received  the  men  as  faft  as  the  boars 
could  have  conveyed  them  on  board,  without  diftinc- 
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BOOK  tion  ;  but  many  (hips   rode  at  a  confiderable   diftance, 
and  every  boat  carried  the  men  on  board   the  refpeftive 


tranfports  to  which  they  belonged  ;  a  punctilio  of  dif- 
17581  pofition  by  which  a  great  deal  of  time  was  unnecefla- 
rily  confumed.  The  fmall  (hips  and  bomb-ketches 
were  brought  near  the  fhore,  to  cover  the  re-embarka 
tion  ;  and  a  confiderable  number  of  fea-officers  was 
{rationed  on  the  beach,  to  fuperintend  the  boats-crew, 
and  regulate  the  fervice;  but,  notwithftanding  all  their 
attention  and  authority,  fome  of  the  boats  were  other- 
wife  employed  than  in  conveying  the  unhappy  foldiers. 
Had  all  the  cutters  and  fmall  craft  belonging  to  the  fleet 
been  properly  occupied  in  this  fervice,  the  difgrace  and 
di  fader  of  the  day  would  fcarce  have  happened.  The 
Britifh  forces  had  fkirmifhed  a  little  on  the  march,  but 
no  confiderable  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  until  the 
embarkation  was  begun  ;  then  they  took  pofleilion  of 
an  eminence  by  a  wind-mill,  and  forthwith  opened  a 
battery  of  ten  cannon  and  eight  mortars,  from  whence 
they  fired  with  confiderable  effect  upon  the  foldiers  on 
the  beach,  and  on  the  boats  in  their  paffage.  They  af 
terwards  began  to  march  down  the  hill,  partly  covered 
by  a  hollow  way  on  their  left,  with  defign  to  gain  a 
wood,  where  they  might  form  and  extend  themfelves 
along  the  front  of  the  Englifh,  and  advance  againft 
them  under  fhelter  of  the  fand-hills  ;  but  in  their  def- 
cent  they  fuffered  extremely  from  the  cannon  and  mor 
tars  of  the  fhipping,  which  made  great  havock,  and 
threw  them  into  confufion.  Their  line  of  march  down 
the  hill  was  daggered,  and  for  fome  time  continued  in 
fufpence  ;  then  they  turned  off  to  one  fide,  extended 
themfelves  along  a  hill  to  their  left,  and  advanced  in  a 
hollow  way,  from  whence  they  fuddenly  rufhed  out  to 
the  attack.  Though  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh 
troops  were  already  embarked,  the  rear-  guard,  confid 
ing  of  all  the  grenadiers,  and  half  of  the  firft  regiment 
of  guards,  remained  on  the  fhore,  to  the  number  of 
fifteen  hundred,  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Dury.  This  officer,  feeing  the  French  advance,  or 
dered  his  troops  to  form  in  grand  divifions,  and  march 
from  behind  the  bank  that  covered  them,  in  order  to 
charge  the  enemy  before  they  could  be  formed  on  the 
plain.  Had  this  dep  been  taken  when  it  was  fird  fug- 
geded  to  Mr.  Dury,  before  the  French  were  difengag- 
td  from  the  hollow  way,  perhaps  it  might  have  fo  far 
fucceeded  as  to  difccncert  and  throw  them  into  confu 
fion  :  But  by  this  time  they  had  extended  themfelves 
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into  a  very  formidable  front,  and  no  hope  remained  of c  H  •**  5 
being  able  to  withftand  fuch  a  fuperior  number.  In 
ftead  of  attempting  to  fight  againft  fuch  odds  in  an 
open  field  of  battle,  they  might  have  retreated  along 
the  beach  to  a  rock  on  the  left,  in  which  progrefs  their 
right  flank  would  have  been  fecured  by  the  entrench 
ment  ;  and  the  enemy  could  not  have  purfued  them 
along  the  (hore,  without  being  expofed  to  fuch  a  fire 
from  the  {hipping,  as  in  all  probability  they  could  not 
have  fuftained.  This  fcheme  was  likewife  propofed  to 
Mr.  Duryj  but  he  feemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of 
infatuation.  The  Englifti  line  being  drawn  up  in  une 
ven  ground,  began  the  adYion  with  an  irregular  fire 
from  right  to  left,  which  the  enemy  returned  ;  but 
their  ufual  fortitude  and  refolution  feemed  to  forfake 
them  on  this  occafion.  They  faw  themfelves  in  danger 
of  being  furrounded,  and  cut  in  pieces  ;  their  officers 
dropped  on  every  fide  ;  and  all  hope  of  retreat  was  now 
intercepted.  In  this  cruel  dilemma,  their  fpirits  failed  ; 
they  were  feized  with  a  panic;  they  faultered,  they 
broke  •  and,  in  lefs  than  five  minutes  after  the  engage 
ment  began,  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  purfued 
by  the  enemy,  who  no  fooner  faw  them  give  way,  than 
they  fell  in  among  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
made  a  great  carnage.  General  Dury  being  danc;e- 
roufly  wounded,  ran  into  the  fea,  where  he  periflied  ; 
and  this  was  the  fate  of  a  great  number,  officers  as  well 
as  foldiers.  Many  fwam  towards  the  boats  and  veflels, 
which  \vere  ordered  to  give  them  all  manner  of  aflift- 
ance  ;  but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  either 
butchered  on  the  beach,  or  drowned  in  the  water.  A 
fmall  body,  however,  inftead  of  throwing  themfelves 
into  the  fea,  retired  to  the  rock  on  the  left,  where  they 
madeaftand,  until  they  had  exhaufted  their  ammuni 
tion,  and  then  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  havock 
was  moreover  increafed  by  the  (hot  and  (hells  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  battery  which  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the 
hill.  The  (laughter  would  not  have  been  fo  great,  had 
not  the  French  foldiers  been  exafperated  by  the  fire 
from  the  frigates,  which  was  (till  maintained  even  after 
the  Englifti  troops  were  routed:  But  this  was  no 
fooner  filenced  by  a  fignal  from  the  commodore,  than 
the  enemy  exhibited  a  noble  example  of  moderation  and 
humanity,  in  granting  immediate  quarter  and  protec 
tion  to  the  vanquished.  About  one  thoufand  chofen 
men  of  the  Englifti  army  were  killed  and  taken  prifon- 
ers  on  this  occafon :  Nor  was  the  advantage  cheaply 
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BOOK  purchafed  by  the  French  troops,  among  wHom  thefhot 
and  fhells  from  the  frigates  and  ketches  had  done  great 

^"^^  execution.  The  clemency  of  the  victors  was  the  more 
175  '  remarkable,  as  the  Britifh  troops  in  this  expedition 
had  been  fhamt-fully  guilty  of  marauding,  pillaging, 
burning,  and  other  excefTes.  War  is  fc>  dreadful  in 
itfelf,  and  fo  fevere  in  its  confequences,  that  the  exer- 
cife  of  generofiry  and  compafTion,  by  which  its  hor 
rors  are  mitigated,  ought  ever  to  be  applauded,  encou 
raged,  and  imitated.  We  ought  alfo  to  ufe  our  beft 
endeavours  to  deferve  this  treatment  at  the  hands' of  a 
civilized  enemy.  Let  us  be  humane  in  our  turn  to 
thofe  whom  the  fate  of  war  hath  fubjecled  to  our 
power  :  Let  us,  in  profecuting  our  military  opera 
tions,  maintain  the  moft  rigid  difcipline  among  the  troops, 
and  religioufly  abftain  from  all  acts  of  violence  and  op- 
prefiion.  Thus  a  laudable  emulation  will  undoubtedly 
enfue,  and  the  powers  at  war  vie  with  each  other  in 
humanity  and  politanefs.  In  other  refpects,  the  com 
mander  of  an  invading  armament  will  always  find  his 
account  in  being  well  with  the  common  people  of  the 
country  in  which  the  defcent  is  made.  By  civil  treat 
ment  and  feafonable  gratifications,  they  will  be  encou 
raged  to  bring  into  the  camp  regular  fupplies  of  provi- 
fion  and  refreshment  :  They  will  mingle  with  the  fol 
diers,  and  even  form  friendihips  among  them  ;  ferve  as 
guides,  meflengers,  and  interpreters ;  let  out  their  cat 
tle  for  hire  as  draught-horfes  ;  work  in  their  own  per- 
fons  as  day-labourers  ;  difcover  proper  fords,  bridges, 
roads,  pafTes,  and  denies  ;  and,  if  artfully  managed, 
communicate  many  ufcful  hints  of  intelligence.  If 
great  care  and  circumfpection  be  not  exerted  in  main 
taining  difcipline,  and  bridling  the  licentious  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  foldiers,  fuch  invafions  will  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  mifcarriage  and  difgrace  :  For  this,  at  beft, 
is  but  a  piratical  way  of  carrying  on  war;  and  the  troops 
engaged  in  it  are,  in  fome  meafure,  debauched  by  the 
nature  of  the  fervice.  They  are  crowded  together  in 
tranfports,  where  the  minute  particulars  of  military 
order  cannot  be  obferved,  even  though  the  good  of  the 
fervice  greatly  depends  upon  a  due  observance  of  thefe 
forms.  The  foldiers  grow  negligent,  and  inattentive 
to  cleannefs  and  the  exterior  ornaments  of  drefs  :  They 
become  flovenly,  flothful,  and  altogether  unfit  for  a 
return  of  duty  :  They  are  tumbled  about  occafionally 
in  mips  and  boat?,  landed  and  reimbarked  in  a  tumul 
tuous  manner,  under  a  divided  and  diforderly  com- 
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mand  :  They  are  accuftomed  to  retire  at  the  fnft  report  CHAP. 
of  an  approaching  enemy,  and  to  take  fhelter  on  ano-  VIII> 
ther  element  ;  nay,  their  fmall  pillaging  parties  are  '*x"Vx-> 
often  obliged  to  fly  before  unarmed  peafants.  Their  I7s8' 
duty  on  fuch  occafions  is  the  moft  unmanly  part  of  a 
foldier's  office  ;  namely,  to  ruin,  ravage,  and  dirftroy. 
They  foon  yield  to  the  temptation  of  pillage,  and  are 
habituated  to  rapine  :  They  give  loofe  to  intemperance, 
riot,  and  intoxication  ;  commit  a  thoufand  txcsffes  ; 
and,  when  the  enemy  appears,  run  on  board  the  fhips 
with  their  booty.  Thus  the  dignity  of  the  fervice  is 
debafed  ;  they  lofe  all  fenfe  of  honour,  and  of  fhame  ; 
they  are  no  longer  reftricted  by  military  laws,  nor 
overawed  by  the  authority  of  officers  ;  in  a  word,  they 
degenerate  into  a  fpecies  of  lawlefs  buccaneers.  From 
fuch  a  total  relaxation  of  morals  and  difcipline,  what 
can  enfue  but  riot,  confufion,  difhonour,  and  defeat  ? 
All  the  advantage  that  can  be  expected  from  thefe  fud- 
den  ftarts  of  invafion  \vill  fcarce  over-balance  the  evils 
we  have  mentioned,  together  with  the  extraordinary 
expence  of  equipping  armaments  of  this  nature.  True 
it  is,  thefe  dcfcents  oblige  the  French  king  to  employ 
a  confiderable  number  of  his  troops  for  the  defence  of 
his  maritime  places  :  They  ferve  to  ruin  the  trade  of 
his  fubjects,  protect  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain, 
and  fecure  its  coaft  from  invafion:  But  thefe  purpofes 
might  be  as  effectually  anfwered,  at  a  much  fmaller  ex- 
pence,  by  the  fhipping  alone.  Should  it  be  judged  ex 
pedient,  however,  to  profecute  this  defultory  kind  of 
war,  the  commanders  employed  in  it  will  do  well  to 
confider,  that  a  defcent  ought  never  to  be  hazarded  in 
an  enemy's  country,  without  having  taken  proper  pre 
cautions  to  fecure  a  retreat  :  That  the  fevereft  difci 
pline  ought  to  be  preferved  during  all  the  operations  of 
the  campaign  :  That  a  general  ought  never  to  difem- 
bark  but  upon  a  well-concerted  plan,  nor  commence: 
his  military  tranfactions  without  fome  immediate  point 
or  object  in  view  :  That  a  re-embarkation  ought  never 
to  be  attempted,  except  from  a  clear  open  beach,  where 
the  approaches  of  an  enemy  may  be  feen,  and  the  troops 
covered  by  the  fire  of  their  (hipping.  Thofe  who  pre- 
fumed  to  reflect  upon  the  particulars  of  this  laft  expe 
dition,  owned  themfelves  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the 
conduct  of  the  general,  in  remaining  on  fhore  after  the 
defign  upon  St.  Maloes  was  laid  afide;  in  penetrating 
fo  far  into  the  country,  without  any  vifible  object; 
neglecting  the  repeated  intelligence  which  he  received; 
communicating  by  beat  of  drum  his  midnight  motions 
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BOOK,  to  an  enemy  of  double  his  force  ;    loitering  near  feven 
hours  in  a  march  of  three  miles ;    and,  laftly,  attempt- 

^^Y*^  ing  the  re-embarkation  of  the  troops  at  a  place  where 
l?58'  no  proper  meafures  had  been  taken  for  their  cover  and 
defence.  After  the  action  of  St.  Cas,  forne  civilities, 
by  meflase,  pafled  between  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  and 
the  Englifh  commander?,  who  were  favoured  with  a 
lift  of  the  prifoners,  including  four  fea  captains  ;  and 
aflured  that  the  woundeH  fnould  receive  all  poflible 
comfort  and  afllftance.  Thefe  matters  being  adjufted, 
commodore  Howe  returned  with  the  fleet  to  Spithead, 
and  the  foldiers  were  difembarked. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  attempt  to  Cherbourg  had  eleva 
ted  the  people  to  a  degree  of  childifh  triumph  ;  and 
the  government  thought  proper  to  indulge  this  petulant 
fpirit  of  exultation,  by  expofmg  twenty-one  pieces  of 
French  cannon  in  Hyde-park,  from  whence  they  were 
drawn  in  proceffion  to  the  Tower,  amidft  the  acclama 
tions  of  the  populace.  From  this  pinnacle  of  elation 
and  pride  they  were  precipitated  to  the  abyfs  of  defpon- 
dence  or  dejection,  by  the  account  of  the  mifcarriage 
at  St.  Cas,  which  buoyed  up  the  fpirits  of  the  French 
in  the  fame  proportion.  The  people  of  that  nation  be 
gan  toftand  in  need  of  fome  fuch  cordial  after  the  lofles 
they  had  fuftained,  and  the  miniftry  of  Verfailles  did 
not  fail  to  make  the  moft  of  this  advantage.  They 
published  a  pompous  narrative  of  the  battle  of  St. 
Cas,  and  magnified  into  a  mighty  victory  the  puny 
check  which  they  had  given  to  the  rear-guard  of  an  in- 
confiderable  detachment.  The  people  received  it  with 
implicit  belief,  becaufe  it  was  agree/able  to  their  paf- 
fions,  and  congratulated  themfelves  upon  their  fuccefs 
i.i  hyperboles,  dictated  by  that  vivacity  fo  peculiar  to 
the  French  nation.  Indeed  thefeare  artifices  which  the 
minifters  of  every  nation  find  it  neceffary  to  ufe  at 
certain  conjunctures,  in  governing  the  turbulent  and 
capricious  multitude.  After  the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas, 
nothing  further  was  attempted  by  that  armament  ;  nor 
was  any  enterprife  of  importance  atchieved  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  (hips  in  Europe  during-  the  courfe  of  this  fummer. 
The  cruizers,  however,  ftill  continued  active  and  alert. 
Captain  Hervey,  in  the  (hip  Monrr.outh,  deltroyed  a 
French  {hip  of  forty  guns  in  the  ifland  of  Malta  ;  an 
exploit  of  which  the  Maltefc  loudly  complained,  as  a 
violation  of  their  neutrality.  About  twenty  fail  of  fmall 
French  vefiels  were  driven  afhore  on  the  rocks  of  Bre- 
tagne,  by  fome  cruizers  belonging  to  the  fleet  com- 
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manded  by  lord  Anfon,  after  a  fmart  engagement  with  CHAP, 
two  frigates,  under  whofe  convoy  they  failed.  In  the  VI11- 
month  of  November,  the  Belliqueux,  a  French  (hip  ^*V**J 
of  war,  mounted  with  fixty- four  guns,  having,  by  mif-  I75  ' 
take  run  up  St.  George's  channel,  and  anchored  in 
Lundy-road,  captain  Saumarez,  of  the  Antelope,  then 
lying  in  King-road,  immediately  weighed  and  went  in 
in  queft  of  her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  receiv 
ed.  When  he  appeared,  the  French  captain  heaved  up 
his  anchor,  and  made  a  fho.w  of  preparing  for  an  engage 
ment;  but  foon  hauled  down  his  colours,  and  without 
firing  a  fhot  furrendered,  with  a  complement  of  four 
hundred  and  feventeen  men  toafhip  of  inferior  force, 
both  in  number  of  hands  and  weight  of  metal. — By 
this  time  the  Englifh  privateers  fwarmed  to  fuch  a  de 
gree  in  the  channel,  that  fcarce  a  French  veffel  durft 
quit  the  harbour,  and  confequently  there  was  little  or 
no  booty  to  be  obtained.  In  this  dearth  of  legal  pri 
zes,  forne  of  the  adventurers  were  tempted  to  commit 
acts  of  piracy,  and  actually  rifled  the  (hips  of  neutral 
nations.  A  Dutch  veflel,  having  on  board  the  baggage 
and  domeftics  belonging  to  the  marquis  de  PignateHci, 
ambaffador  from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  king  of 
Denmark,  was  boarded  three  times  fucceflively  by  the 
crews  of  three  different  privateers,  who  forced  the  hat 
ches,  rummaged  the  hold,  broke  open  and  rifled  the 
trunks  and  boxes  of  the  ambaffador,  infulted  and  even 
cruelly  bruifed  his  officers,  {tripped  his  domeftics,  and 
carried  off  his  effects  together  with  letters  of  credit  and 
a  bill  of  exchange.  Complaints  of  thefe  outrages  be 
ing  made  to  the  court  of  London  the  lords  of  the  admi 
ralty  promifed,  in  the  Gazette,  a  reward  of  five  hun 
dred  pounds,  without  deduction,  to  any  perfon  who 
ihould  difcover  the  offenders  concerned  in  thefe  acls  of 
piracy.  Some  of  them  were  detected  accordingly,  and 
brought  to  condign  puniihment. 

The  Dutch  had  for  fome  time  carried  on  a  very  con- 
fiderable  traffic  not  only  in  taking  the  fair  advantages 
of  their  neutrality,  but  alfo  in  fupplying  the  French 
with  naval  {lores,  and  tranfporting  the  produce  of  the 
French  fugar  colonies  to  Europe,  as  carriers  hired  by 
the  proprietors.  The  Englifh  government,  incenfed  at 
this  unfair  commerce,  profecuted  with  fuch  flagrant 
partiality  for  their  enemies,  iffued  orders  for  the  crui- 
y.ers  to  arreft  all  fhips  of  neutral  powers  that  fliould 
have  French  property  on  board ;  and  thefe  orders 
were  executed  with  rigour  and  ftveritv.  A  great 
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BOOK  number  of  Dutch  fhips  were  taken,  and  condemned  as 
legal  prizes,  both  in  England  and  Jamaica  :  Sometimes 
*ta*"Y^->  the  owners  met  with  hard  meafure,  and  fome  crews 
1752-  were  treated  with  infolence  and  barbarity.  The  fub- 
jefls  of  the  United  Provinces  raifed  a  loud  clamour  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh,  for  having,  by  thefe  captures,  vio 
lated  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  particular  treaty  of 
commerce  fubfifting;  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Republic.  Remonftrances  were  made  to  the  Englifh 
miniftry,  who  expostulated  in  their  turn  with  the  depu 
ties  of  the  ftates-general ;  and  the  two  nations  were  in 
flamed  againft  each  other  with  the  moft  bitter  animo- 
fity.  The  Britifh  refident  at  the  Hague,  in  a  confer 
ence  with  the  ftates,  reprefented,  that  the  king  his  ma- 
fter  could  not  hope  to  fee  peace  fpeedily  re-eftabliflied, 
if  the  neutral  princes  fhould  afiume  a  right  of  carrying 
on  the  trade  of  his  enemies  :  That  he  expected,  from 
their  known  juftice,  and  the  alliance  by  which  they 
were  fo  nearly  connected  with  his  fubje6ts,  they  would 
honeftly  abandon  this  fraudulent  commerce,  and  agree 
that  naval  ftores  fhould  be  comprehended  in  the  clafs 
of  contraband  commodities.  He  anfwered  fome  arti 
cles  of  the  complaints  they  had  made,  with  an  appear 
ance  of  candour  and  moderation  ;  declared  his  majef- 
ty's  abhorrence  of  the  violences  which  had  been  com 
mitted  upon  the  fubjecb  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  ex 
plained  the  fteps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Englifh 
governments  to  bring  the  offenders  to  juftice,  as  well  as 
to  prevent  fuch  outrages  for  the  future  ;  and  allured 
them  that  his  Britannic  majefty  had  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  to  renew  and  maintain,  in  full  force,  the  mu 
tual  confidence  and  friend fhip  by  which  the  maritime 
powers  of  England  and  Holland  had  been  fo  long  uni 
ted. 

Petetion  of  Thefe  profeffions  of  efteem  and  affection  were  not 
the  Dutch  fufficient  to  quiet  the  minds,  and  appeafe  the  refentment 
tTthe"""  °^  the  ^utcn  merchants  ;  and  the  French  party,  which 
ftates-ge-  was  both  numerous  and  powerful,  employed  all  their 
neral.  art  and  influence  to  exafperate  their  paffions  and  widen 

the  breach  between  the  two  nations.  The  court  of 
Verfailles  did  not  fail  to  feize  this  opportunity  of  infi- 
nuation  :  While,  on  one  hand,  their  ininiiters  and  e- 
mifiaries  in  Holland  exaggerated  the  indignities  and  in 
juries  which  the  ftates  had  fiifblned,  from  the  infolence 
and  rapacity  of  the  Engliih  ;  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
flattered  and  cajoled  them  with  little  advantages  in 
trade,  and  formed  profeflions  of  refpec^.  Such  was  the- 
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memorial  delivered  by  the  count  d'ArFry,  intimating,  CHAP, 
that  the  emprefs  queen  being  under  an  abiblute  necef-  ViIL 
fity  of  employing  all  her  forces  to  defend  her  hereditary  {>~~Y*~) 
dominions  in  Germany,  (lie  had  been  obliged  to  with-  171>s- 
draw  her  troops  from  Oftend  and  Nieuport? ;  and  appli 
ed  to  the  French  king,  as  her  ally  neareft  at  hand,  to 
garrifon  thefe  two  places,  which,  however,  fhould  be 
reftored  at  the  peace,  or  fooner,  fhould  her  imperial 
majefty  think  proper.  The  fpirit  of  the  Dutch  mer 
chants  at  thisjunclure,  and  their  fentiments  withrefpe£l 
to  England,  appeared  with  very  high  colouring  in  a 
memorial  to  the  ftates-general,  fubfcribed  by  two  hun 
dred  and  fixty-nine  traders,  .  compofed  and  prefented 
with  equal  fecrecy  and  circumfpecTiion.  In  this  famous 
remonftrance  they  complained,  that  the  violences  and 
unjuft  depredations  committed  by  the  Engiifh  fhips 
of  war  and  privateers  on  the  veffels  and  effects  of  them 
and  their  fellow-fubj eel:?,  were  not  only  continued,  but 
daily  multiplied  ;  and  cruelty  and  excels  carried  to  fuch 
a  pitch  of  wanton  barbarity,  that  the  petitioners  were 
forced  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  their  high  mighti- 
nefies  to  protect,  in  the  moft  effecacious  manner,  the 
commerce  and  navigation,  which  were  the  two  finews 
of  the  republic.  For  this  necefiary  purpofe,  they  of 
fered  to  contribute  each  his  contingent  and  to  arm  at 
their  own  charge  ;  and  other  propofkions  were  made  for 
an  immediate  augmentation  of  the  marine.  While  this 
party  induftrioufly  exerted  all  their  power  and  credit  to 
effecl:  a  rupture  with  England,  the  princefs  governante 
employed  all  her  intereft  and  addrefs  to  divert  them 
from  this  objedt,  and  alarm  them  with  refpecl:  to  the 
power  and  defigns  of  France  ;  againft  which  fhe  ear- 
neftly  exhorted  them  to  augment  their  military  forces 
by  land,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  all  invafion.  At  the  fame  time,  fhe  fpa- 
red  no  pains  to  adjuft  the  differences  between  her  huf- 
bands  country  and  her  father's  kingdom  ;  and  without 
doubt,  her  healing  councils  were  of  great  eflicacy  in 
preventing  matters  from  coming  to  a  very  dangerous 
extremity. 
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CHAP.    IX. 


Expeditions  a  gain  ft  the  coaft  of  Africa  -  Britijh  fuc- 
cefs  in  North  America  -  Bravery  of  captain  Tyr- 
rel  -  E  aft  -India  affairs  -  Progress  of  the  war 
In  Germany  -  The  French  driven  out  of  Hanover 
-  Various  engagements  with  them  -  Operations 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia  -  He  defeated  the  Ruffians 
at  'iorndorff-  -  Is  defeated  by  the  Avftrians  at 
Hochkirchen  -  Miserable  Jlate  ef  Saxony  -  Af- 
faffination  of  the  king  of  Portugal. 

BOOK  rTpHE  whole  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  during  this 
campaign    was  not   exhaufted  in  petty    defcents 


upon  the  coaft  of  France.     The  continent  of  America 
Ex'  editions  was  t^le  great  theatre  on  which   her   chief  vigour  was 
aga;ntithe    difplayed  ;  nor  did  fhe  fail  to  exert  herfelf  in  fuccefsful 
Jrench  let-  efforts  againft  the  French   fettlements  on   the  coaft  of 
thT!Sfc0of  Africa-     The  whole  gum-trade,  from  cape  Blanco  to 
Africa.        the  river  Gambia,  an  extent  of  five  hundred  miles,  had 
been  engrofled  by  the  French,  who  built   Fort-Louis 
within  the  mouth  of  the  Senegal,  extending  their  fa6to- 
ries  near  three  hundred  leagues  up  that  river,  and  on  the 
fame  coaft  had  fortified  the  Ifland  of  Goree,  in    which 
they  maintained  a  confiderable    garrifon.       The  gum- 
fenega,  of  which  a  great  quantity  is  ufed  by  the  manu 
facturers  of  England,  being  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,   the  Engiiih  dealers  were  obliged  to  buy  it  at 
fecond  hand  from  the  Dutch,  who  purchafcd   it  of  the 
French,  and  exadled  an  exorbitant  price  for  that  com 
modity.     This   confideration   forwarded   the    plan   for 
annexing  the  country  to  the  pofieffion   of  Great   Bri 
tain.     The  project  was  firft  conceived  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Gumming  a  fenfible  Quaker,  who  as  a  private  merchant 
had  made  a  voyage  to  Portenderrick,  an  adjoining  part 
of  the  coaft,  and    contracted   a   perfonal    acquaintance 
with  Amir,  the  Moorifh  king  of  Legibelli  *.   He  found 

*  The  names  the  natives  give  to  that  part  of  South  Barbary,  known 
to  merchants  and  navigators  by  that  of  the  gain  Coaft,  and  called  in 
maps  the  Sandy  Defert  of  Sara,  and  fometimes  Zara. 
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this  African  prince  extremely  well  difpofed  towards  the  CHAP. 
fubjects  of  Great  Britain,  whom  he  publicly  preferred       IX- 
to  all  other   Europeans,  and   fo  exafperated  againfi:  the  ^* *V^N>^ 
French,  that  he  declared  that  he  fhould  never  be  eafy      J758- 
till  they   were  exterminated    from  the    river    Senegal. 
At  that  very  time  he  had  commenced  hoftilities  againft 
them,  and  earneftly  defired  that  the  king   of  England 
would  fend  out  an   armament   to   reduce   Fort-Louis 
and  Goree,  with  fome  (hips  of  force  to  protect  the  tra 
ders.     In  that  cafe,  he  promifed  to  join   his   Britannic 
majefty's  forces,  and  grant  an   exclufive  trade   to  his 
fubjedts.     Mr.  Gumming,  not  only  perceived  the  ad 
vantages  that  would  refult  from  fuch  an  exclufive  pri 
vilege  with  regard  to  the  gum,  but  forefaw  many  other 
important    confluences    of  an    extenfive    trade   in    a 
country,  which,  over  and  above  the  gum-fenega,    con 
tains  many  valuable  articles,   fuch    as    gold-duff,   ele 
phants   teeth,  hides,  cotton,  bees- wax,  flaves,   oft  rich 
feathers,  indigo,  ambergris,  and  civet.     Elevated  with 
the  prcfpeit  of  an  acquifition  fo  valuable  to  his  country, 
this  honcft  Quaker  was  equally  minute  and    indefatig 
able   in   his  enquiries   touching   the  commerce  of  the 
coaft,  as  well  as  the  ftrength  and  ntuation  of  the  French 
fettlements  on  the  river  Senegal  ;  and,  at  his  return  to 
England,  actually  formed  the  plan  of  an  expedition  for 
the  conqueft  of  Fort-Louis.      This  was  prefented   to 
the  board  of  trade,  by  whom  it  was  approved,   after  a 
fevere  examination  ;  but  it  required  the  patriotic  zeal 
and  invincible  perfeverance  of  Gumming  to  furmount 
a  variety  of  obftacles  before  it  was  adopted  by  the  mi- 
niftry  ;  and  even   then  it  was  not  executed  in   its   full 
extent.      He  was  abridged  of  one  large  fhip,  and  in 
lieu  of  fix  hundred  land-forces,  to  be  drafted  from  dif 
ferent  regiments,  which  he  in  vain  demanded,  firftfrom 
the  duke   of  Cumberland,    and    afterwards    from  lord 
Ligonier,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty   allotted  two   hun 
dred  marines  only  for  the  fervice.     After  repeated  foli- 
citation  he,  in  the  year  one  thoufind  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-feven,  obtained  an  order,  that  the  two  annual  (hips 
bound  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea   fhould  be  joined    by  a 
floop  and  two   bufles,  and  make  an  attempt  upon   the 
French  fettlement  in  the  river   Senegal.      Thefe  fhips 
however,  were  detained  by   contrary  winds    until    the 
feafon  was  two  far  advanced  to  admit  a  probability  of 
fuccefs,  and  therefore  the  defign  was  poftponed.     In  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  year,   Mr.    Gumming   being 
reinforced   with  the  iatereft  of  a  confiderabh  merchant 
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BOOK  in  the  city,  to  whom  he  had  communicated  the  plan, 
renewed  his  application  to  the  miniftry,  and  they  re- 

^s~v^J  folved  to  hazard  the  enterprise.  A  fmall  fquadron  was 
^S5-  equipped  for  this  expedition,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Marfh,  having  on  board  a  body  of  marines, 
commanded  by  major  Mafon,  with  a  detachment  of 
artillery,  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  mortars,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  warlike  ftores  and  ammuni 
tion.  Captain  Walker  was  appointed  engineer;  and 
Mr.  Gumming  was  concerned  as  a  principal  director 
and  promoter  of  the  expedition*.  This  little  arma 
ment  failed  in  the  begining  of  March;  and  in  their 
paflage  touched  at  the  ifland  Teneriffe,  where,  while 
the  fhips  fupplied  themfelves  with  wine  and  water,  Mr. 
Cumming  proceeded  in  the  Swan  floop  to  Portender- 
rick,  being  charged  with  a  letter  of  credence  to  his  old 
friend  the  king  of  that  country  who  had  favoured  him  in 
his  laft  vifit  with  an  exclufive  trade  on  that  coaft,  by  a 
formal  charter  written  in  the  Arabick  language. 
This  prince  was  now  up  the  country,  engaged  in  a 
war  with  his  neighbours,  called  the  Diable-Moorsf  j 
arid  the  queen-dowager,  who  remained  at  Portender- 
rick,  gave  Mr.  Cumming  to  underftand,  that  fhe 
could  not  at  prefent  fpare  any  troops  to  join  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  their  expedition  againft  Senegal:  But  fhe  af- 
fured  him,  that  fhould  the  French  be  exterminated,  fhe 
and  her  fubjects  would  go  thither  and  fettle.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  chiefs,  called  Prince  Amir, 
difpatcheda  meffenger  to  the  king,  with  advice  of  their 
arrival  and  defign.  He  declared  that  he  would,  with 
all  poffible  diligence,  afTemble  three  hundred  warriors 
to  join  the  Englifh  troops,  and  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  king  would  reinforce  them  with  a  detachment 
from  his  army.  By  this  time  captain  Marfh,  with  the 
reft  of  the  armament,  had  arrived  at  Portenderrick,  and 

*  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Cumming  may  feem  to  have  afted  directly 
contrary  to  the  tenets  of  his  religious  profefiion  ;  but  he  ever  declared  to 
the  miniftry  that  he  was  fully  perfuaded  his  fchemes  might  be  accom- 
plifhed  without  the  effufion  of  human  blood  ;  and  that  if  he  thought  o- 
therwife,  he  would  by  no  means  have  concerned  himfelf  about  them. 
He  slib  defired,  let  the  confequence  be  what  it  might,  his  brethren  fhoiild 
not  be  chargeable  with  what  was  his  own  fingle  aft. — If  it  was  the  firft  mi 
litary  fcheme  of  any  Quaker,  let  it  be  remembered  it  was  aifo  the  firft 
fuccefsful  expedition  of  this  war,  and  one  of  the  firft  that  ever  was 
carried  on  according  to  the  pacific  fyftem  of  the  Quakers,  without  the  lofs 
of  a  drop  of  blood  on  either  lide. 

f  This  is  the  name  by  which  the  fubjcd:  of  Lfjibelli  diftinguifh  t'.-.ofe 
of  Brackna,  who  inhabit  the  country  farther  up  the  river  Senegal,  and  are 
in  conduct  alliance  with  the  French. 
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fearing  that  the  enemy  might  receive  intimation  of  his  CHAP. 
defign,  refolved  to  proceed  on  the  expedition,  without 
waiting  for  the  promifed  auxiliaries.  On  the  22d  day 
of  April  he  weighed  anchor,  and  next  day,  at  four 
o'clock,  difcovered  the  French  flag  flying  upon  Fort 
Louis,  fituated  in  the  midfr.  of  a  pretty  confiderable 
town,  which  exhibited  a  very  agreeable  appearance. 
The  commodore  having  made  prize  of  a  Dutch  {hip 
richly  laden  with  gum,  which  lay  at  anchor  without  the 
bar,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Senegal-road,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river ;  and  there  he  perceived  feveral  armed 
Hoops  which  the  enemy  had  detached  to  defend  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  bar,  which  is  extremely  dangerous.  All 
the  boats  were  employed  in  conveying  the  ftores  into 
the  finall  craft,  while  three  of  the  /loops  continued  ex 
changing  fire  over  a  narrow  tongue  of  land  with  the 
vefi^ls  of  the  enemy,  confifting  of  one  brig  and  fix 
armed  floops,  mounted  with  great  guns  and  fwivels. 
At  length,  the  channel  being  difcovered,  and  the  wind, 
which  generally  blows  down  the  river,  chopping  about, 
captain  Miller,  of  the  London  bufs,  feized  that  oppor 
tunity;  and  pa/Ting  the  bar  with  a  flowing  fheet,  drop 
ped  anchor  on  the  infide,  where  he  lay  till  night,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Next  day  he  was 
joined  by  the  other  fmall  vefTels,  and  a  regular  engage- 
mentenfued.  This  was  warmly  maintained  on  both  fides 
until  the  bufies  and  one  dogger  running  a-ground,  im 
mediately  bulged,  and  were  filled  with  water.  Then 
the  troops  they  contained  took  to  their  boats,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  reached  the  fhore,  where  they  formed 
in  a  body,  and  were  foon  joined  by  their  companions 
from  the  other  vefTels ;  fo  that  now  the  whole  amount 
ed  to  three  hundred  and  ninety  marine?,  befides  the 
detachment  of  artillery.  As  they  laid  their  account 
with  being  attacked  by  the  natives,  who  lined  the  fhore 
at  fome  diftance,  feemingly  determined  to  oppofe  the 
tlefcenr,  they  forthwith  threw  up  an  entrenchment,  and 
began  to  difembark  the  ftores,  great  part  of  which  lay 
under  water.  While  they  were  employed  in  raifing 
this  occafional  defence,  the  negroes  came  in  great  num 
bers  and  fubmitted  ;  and  en  the  fucceeding  day  they 
were  reinforced  by  three  hundred  and  fifty  feamen, 
who  pafiecl  the  bar  in  fioops,  with  their  enfigns  and  co 
lours  flying. 

They  had  made  no  further  progrefs  in  their  opera 
tions,  when  two  French  deputies  arrived  at  the  en 
trenchment,  with  propofals  for  a  capitulation  from  tHe 
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BOOK  governor   of  Fort-Louis.     After  fome  hefifation,  cap- 
*  tain   Marfh  and   major   Mafon   agreed,  That   all  the 

white  people  belonging  to  the  French  company  at  Se- 
negal  fhould  be  fafely  conducted  to  France  inan  Eng 
lifh  veflel,  without  being  deprived  of  their  private  ef 
fects,  provided  all  the  merchandifs  and  uncoined  trea- 
fure  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  victors ;  and  that  all 
the  forts,  ftore  houfes,  vefTels,  arms,  provifions,  and 
every  article  belonging  to  the  company  in  that  river, 
fhould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  immediately 
after  the  capitulation  could  be  figned.  They  promifed 
that  the  free  natives  living  at  Fort- Louis  fhould  re 
main  in  quiet  pofTeflion  of  their  effects,  and  in  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion;  and  that  all  negroes,  mulat- 

O  *  O  f 

toes,  and  others,  who  could  prove  themfelves  free, 
fhould  have  it  in  their  option  either  to  remain  in  the 
place,  or  remove  to  any  other  part  of  the  country*. 
The  captains  Campbell  and  Walker  were  immediate 
ly  fent  up  the  river  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  fee  the  ar 
ticles  figned  and  executed ;  but  they  were  fo  retarded 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  that  they  did  not  approach 
the  fort  till  three  in  the  morning.  As  foon  as  the  day 
broke,  they  hoifted  their  flag,  and  rowed  up  towards  a 
battery  on  a  point  of  the  ifland,  where  they  lay  upon 
their  oars  very  near  a  full  hour,  beating  the  chamade  ; 
but  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  approach.  This  re- 
ferve  appearing  myfterious,  they  retired  down  the  river 
to  their  entrenchment,  where  they  underftood  that  the 
negroes  on  the  ifland  were  in  arms,  and  had  blocked 
up  the  French  in  Fort-Louis,  refolving  to  defend  the 
place  to  the  laft  extremity,  unlefs  they  fhould  be  in 
cluded  in  the  capitulation.  This  intelligence  was 
communicated  in  a  fecond  letter  from  the  governor, 
who  likewife  informed  the  Englifh  commander,  that 
unlefs  the  French  director-general  fhould  be  permitted 
to  remain  with  the  natives,  as  a  furety  for  that  article 
of  the  capitulation  in  which  they  were  concerned,  they 
would  allow  themfelves  to  be  cut  in  pieces  rather  than 
fubmit.  This  requeft  being  granted,  the  Englifh  for 
ces  began  their  march  to  Fort-Louis  accompanied  by 
a  number  of  long  boats,  in  which  the  artillery  and 
ftores  had  been  embarked.  The  French  feeing  them 

*  The  vidlors,  however,  committed  a  very  great  miftake  in  allowing 
them  to  carry  oft  their  books  and  accounts,  the  perufal  of  which  would 
have  been  of  infinite  fcrvice  to  the  Engliih  merchants,  by  informing  them 
of  the  commodities,  their  value,  the  proper  fcafons,  and  methods  of  pro- 
fecutingthe  trade. 
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advance  immediately  ftruck  their  flag;  and  major  Ma-  CHAP. 
fon  took  pofleffion  of  the  caftle,  where  he  found  nine-  i-X 
ty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  treafure  and  merchandife  \~s~v~^S 
to  a  confiderable  value.  The  corporation  and  burgh-  ^S8- 
ers  of  the  town  of  Senegal  fubmitted,  and  fwore  alle 
giance  to  his  Britannic  majefty:  The  neighbouring 
princes,  attended  by  numerous  retinues,  vifited  the 
commander,  and  concluded  treaties  with  the  Englifli 
nation,  and  the  king  of  Portenderrick,  or  Legibelli, 
fent  an  ambaffador  from  his  camp  to  major  Mafon, 
with  prefents,  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  af- 
furances  of  friendihip.  The  number  of  free  indepen-* 
dent  negroes  and  mulattoes  fettled  at  Senegal  amount 
ed  to  three  thoufand,  and  many  of  thefe  enjoyed  flaves 
and  pofTeffions  of  their  own.  The  two  French  fac 
tories  of  Podore  and  Galam,  the  latter  fituated  nine 
hundred  miles  farther  up  the  river,  were  included  in 
the  capitulation  ;  fo  that  Great  Britain,  almoft  without 
ftriking  a  blow,  found  herfelf  poflfefled  of  a  conqueft, 
from  which,  with  proper  management,  (he  may  de 
rive  inconceivable  riches.  This  important  acquifi- 
tion  was  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  ow 
ing  to  the  fagacity,  zeal,  and  indefatigable  efforts  of 
Mr.  dimming,  who  not  only  formed  the  plan,  and 
folicited  the  armament,  but  alfo  attended  the  execution 
of  it  in  perfon,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and  to  the  in 
terruption  of  his  private  concerns. 

Fort-Louis  being  fecured  with  an  Englifli  garrifon, 
and  fome  armed  veflsls  left  to  guard  the  paflage  of  the 
bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  great  mips  proceed 
ed  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which 
lies  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues  from  Senegal. 
There  the  French  company  had  confiderable  magazines 
and  warehoufes,  and  lodged  the  negro  flaves  until  they 
could  befhipped  for  the  Weft  Indies.  If  the  addition 
al  force  which  Mr.  Gumming  propofed  for  the  conqueft 
of  this  ifland  had  been  added  to  the  armament  in  all 
probability  the  ifland  would  have  been  reduced,  and  in 
that  cafe  the  nation  would  have  faved  the  confiderable 
expence  of  a  fubfequent  expedition  againft  it,  under 
the  conduct  of  commodore  Keppel.  At  prefent,  the 
fhips  by  which  Goree  was  attacked  were  found  une 
qual  to  the  attempt,  and  the  expedition  mifcarried  ac 
cordingly,  though  the  mifcarriage  was  attended  with 
little  or  no  damage  to  the  aflailants. 

Scenes  of  ftill    greater   importance   were   acted   in  Bririfofuc- 
North  America,  where,  exclufive  of  the  fleet  and  ma-  ceM.i 
rines,  the  government  had   affembled  about  fifty  thou-  *J 

TT  TTT  f^  nicrica. 
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BOOK  fand  men,  including  two-and-twenty   thoufand  regular 
troops.     The  ea.il  of  Loudoun  having  returned  toEng- 
"  Lnd,  the  chief  command  in  America  devolved  on  ma- 

jor-general  Abercrombie;  bur,  as  the  objects  of  ope 
ration  were  various,  the  forces  were  divided  into  three 
detached  bodies,  under  as  many  different  commanders. 
About  twelve  thoufand  were  deftiiv  d  to  undertake  the 
iieo-e  of  LbuifbouFgj  on  th-  illand  oi  Cape  Breton.  The 
general  himfelf  rcferved  near  iixteen  thoufand  for  the 
reduction  of  Crown  Point,  a  fort  fituated  on  lake 
Champlain:  Eight  thoufand,  under  the  conduct  of 
Biigadier-general  Forbes,  were  allotted  for  the  con- 
c]ueft  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  which  flood  a  great  way  to 
the  fuuthward,  near  the  river  Ohio  ;  and  a  cor.fidera- 
b!e  garrifon  was  left  at  Annapolis,  in  Nova  Scotia. 
The  reduction  of  Louifbourg  and  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton  being  an  object  of  immediate  consideration, 
was  undertaken  with  all  poffible  difpatch.  Major- 
general  Amherlr.  being  joined  by  admiral  Bofcawen, 
with  the  fleet  and  forces  from  England,  the  whole  ar 
mament,  confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-feven  fail, 
took  their  departure  from  the  harbour  of  Halifax,  in 
Nova  Scotia,  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  on  the  fecond 
of  June,  part  of  the  tranfports  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
Gabarus,  about  fcven  miles  to  the  vveftward  of  Louif 
bourg.  The  garriton  of  this  place,  commanded  by  the 
Chevalier  Drucour,  confifted  of  two  thoufand  five  hun 
dred  regular  troops,  three  hundred  militia,  formed  of 
the  burghers,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  fiege  they 
were  reinforced  by  three  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians, 
including  threefcore  Indians.  The  harbour  was  fecured 
by  fix  fhips  of  the  line*,  and  five  frigates,  three  of 
v/hich  the  enemy  funk  acrofs  the  harbour's  mouth  in 
order  to  render  it  inaccefiible  to  the  Englifh  fhipping-. 
The  fortifications  were  in  bad  repair,  many  parts  of 
them  crumbling  down  the  covered  way,  and  feveral 
baftions  expcfed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  enfiladed  by 
the  befiegcrs,  and  no  part  of  the  town  fccure  from  the 
effects  of  cannonading  and  bombardment.  The  ao- 
vernor  had  taken  all  the  precautions  in  his  power  to 
prevent  a  landing,  by  eftablifhing  a  chain  of  ports,  that 
extended  two  leagues  and  a  half  along  the  mcft  acce/7i- 
ble  parrs  of  the  beach:  Entrenchments  were  thrown 

*  The  Prudent  of  74  guns,  the  Entrcprcnant  cf  74  guns,  the  Capri- 
cieax,  Cclcbre,  auJ  Mrniiiiunf,  of  64  guns  eui.h;  the  Apclio  ef  30 
g'.«n;,  the  Chcvre,  Biohe,  Fidelle,  Diana,  and  Echo  frigates. 
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up,  and  batteries  erected  ;  but  there  were  fome  inter-  CHAP, 
mediate  places  which  could  not  be  properly  fecured,  and 
in  one  of  thefe  the  Englifli  troops  were  clifembarkcd.  ^-x"v^w/' 
The  difpofition  being  made  for  landing,  a  detachment,  17S 
in  feveral  floops,  under  convoy,  paffed  by  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  towards  Lorembec,  in  order  to  draw  the 
enemy's  attention  that  way,  while  the  landing  fhould 
really  be  effected  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town.  On  the 
8th  day  of  June,  the  troops  being  aflfembled  in  the  boats 
before  day-break,  in  three  divifions,  feveral  floops  and 
frigates,  that  were  ftationed  along  fhore  in  the  bay  of 
Gabarus,  began  to  fcour  the  beach  with  their  {hot ;  and 
after  the  fire  had  continued  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
the  boats,  containing  the  divifion  on  the  left,  were  row 
ed  towards  the  fhore,  under  the  command  of  brigadier* 
general  Wolfe,  an  accomplimed  officer,  who  in  the 
fequel,  difplayed  very  extraordinary  proofs  of  military 
genius.  At  the  fame  time,  the  two  other  divifions,  on 
the  right  and  in  the  centre,  commanded  by  the  briga 
diers  Whitmore  and  Laurence,  made  a  fhovv  of  landing 
in  order  to  divide  and  dtfrracl:  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
ftanding  an  impetuous  furf,  by  which  many  boats  were 
overfet,  and  a  very  fevere  fire  of  cannon  and  mufketry 
from  the  enemies  batteries,  which  did  considerable  exT 
ecution,  brigadier  Wolfe  purfued  his  point  with  ad 
mirable  courage  and  deliberation.  The  foldiers  leaped 
into  the  water  with  the  moft  eager  alacrity,  and  gain 
ing  the  fhore,  attacked  the  enemy  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  in  a  few  minutes  they  abandoned  their  works  and 
artillery,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  other 
divifions  landed  alfo,  but  not  without  an  obftinate  op- 
pofition ;  and  the  ftores,  with  the  artillery,  being 
brought  on  fhore,  the  town  of  Louifbourg  was  for 
mally  inverted.  The  difficulty  of  landing  {lores  and 
implements  in  boifterous  weather,  and  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  which,  being  marfhy,  was  unfit  for  the 
conveyance  of  heavy  cannon,  retarded  the  operations  of 
the  fiege.  Mr.  Amherft  made  his  approaches  with 
great  circumfpeflion,  fecuring  his  camp  with  redoubts 
and  epaulements  from  any  attacks  of  Canadians  of 
which  he  imagined  there  was  a  confiderable  body  be 
hind  him  on  the  ifland,  as  well  as  from  the  fire' of  t he- 
French  fhipping  in  the  harbour,  which  would  other- 
wife  have  annoyed  him  extremely  in  his  advances. 

The  governor  of  Louifbourg  having  destroyed  the 
grand  battery,  which  was  detached  from  the  body  of 
the  place,  and  recalled  his  out- pods,  prepared  for  ma- 
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BOOK  king  a  vigorous  defence.     A  very  fevere'fire,  well  di- 
reeled,  was  maintained    againft  the  befiegers  and  their 


works,  from  the  town,  the  ifland  battery,  and  the 
fh;ps  in  the  harbour  ;  and  divers  Tallies  were  made, 
though  without  much  effect.  In  the  mean  time,  bri 
gadier  Wolfe,  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  had  marched 
round  the  north-cad  part  of  the  harbour,  and  taken 
pofleflion  of  the  Lighthoufe  point,  where  he  erected  fe- 
veral  batteries  againft  the  (hips  and  the  ifland  fortifi 
cation,  which  laft  was  foon  filenc-d.  On  the  igth 
day  of  June,  the  Echo,  a  French  frigate,  was  taken 
by  the  English  cruizers,  after  having  efcaped  from  the 
harbour  :  From  the  officers  on  board  of  this  fhip  the 
admiral  learned,  that  the  Bizarre,  another  frigate,  had 
failed  from  thence  on  the  day  of  the  difembarkation, 
and  the  Comete  had  fuccefsfully  followed  her  example. 
Befides  the  regular  approaches  to  the  town,  conducted 
by  the  engineers  under  the  immediate  command  and 
infp:ction  of  general  Amherft,  divers  batteries  were 
raifed  by  the  detached  corps  under  brigadier  Wolfe, 
who  exerted  himfelf  with  amazing  activity,  and  griev- 
o-jflv  incommoded  the  enemy,  both  of  the  town  and  the 
fliippin?.  On  the2ift  day  of  July,  the  three  great 
Ihips,  the  Entreprenant,  Capricieux,  and  Celebre, 
Avere  fct  on  fire  by  a  bomb-ftiell,  and  burned  to  allies, 
fo  that  none  remained  but  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant, 
which  the  admiral  undertook  to  deftroy.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  night  between  the  25th  and  26th  days  of 
the  month,  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  di- 
vifions  detached  into  the  harbour,  under  the  command 
of  two  young  captain?,  Laforey  and  Balfour.  They 
accordingly  penetrated,  in  the  dark,  through  a  terrible 
fire  of  cannon  and  mufquetry,  and  boarded  the  enemy 
fvvord  in  hand.  The  Prudent,  being  a-ground,  was 
fet  on  fire  and  deftroyed,  but  the  Bienfaifant  was  towed 
out  of  the  harbour  in  triumph.  In  the  profecution  of 
the  fiege,  the  admiral  and  general  co-operated  with  re 
markable  harmony;  the  former  chearfully  aflifting  the 
latter  with  cannon  and  other  implements  ;  with  detach 
ments  of  marines  to  maintain  pofts  on  fhore;  with 
parties  of  ieamen  to  act  as  pioneers,  and  concur  in 
working  the  guns  and  mortars.  The  fire  of  the  town 
was  managed  with  equal  fkill  and  activity,  and  kept 
up  with  great  perfeverance  ;  until,  at  length,  their 
fliipping  being  all  taken  or  deftroyed,  the  caferns  * 

*   It  may  not  be  amifs  to   obfcrve,  that   a  cavalier,    which    admiral 
-Kiw.vi'-'s  had  built  at  an  enormous  expence  to  the  nation,  while  Louif- 
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ruined  in  the  two  principal  baftions,  forty  out  of  fifty-  CHAP, 
two  pieces  of  cannon  difmounted,  broke,  or  rendered 
unferviceable,  and  divers  practicable  breaches  effected,  ^^^^ 
the  governor,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Amherft,  propofed  a  l75  ' 
capitulation  on  the  fame  articles  that  were  granted  to 
the  Englifti  at  Port-Mahon.  In  anfwer  to  this  propo- 
fal,  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that  he  and  his  gar'rifon 
muft  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  otherwife 
he  might  next  morning  expect  a  general  aflault  by  the 
fhipping  under  admiral  Bofcawen.  The  chevalier 
Drucour,  piqued  at  the  feverity  of  thefe  terms,  replied, 
that  he  would,  rather  than  comply  with  them,  ftand  an 
afTault;  but  the  commifTary-general,  and  intendant  of 
the  colony,  prefented  a  petition  from  the  traders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  place,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
fubmitted.  On  the  2ych  day  of  July,  three  companies 
of  grenadiers,  commanded  by  major  Farquhar,  took 
poflefflon  of  the  weftern  gate;  and  Brigadier  Whit- 
more  was  detached  into  the  town,  to  fee  the  garrifon 
lay  down  their  arms  and  deliver  up  their  colours  on  the 
efplanade,  and  to  poft  the  necefTary  guards  on  the  ftores 
magazines  and  ramparts.  Thus,  at  the  expence  of  a- 
bout  four  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded,  tlie  Eng- 
lifh  obtained  pofleOlon  of  the  important  ifland  of  Cape- 
Breton,  and  the  ftrong  town  of  Louifbourg,  in  which 
the  victors  found  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  eighteen  mortars,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  ftores  and  ammunition.  The  merchants 
and  inhabitants  were  fent  to  France  in  Englifli  bottoms, 
but  the  garrifon,  together  with  the  fea  officers,  ma 
rines,  and  mariners,  amounting  in  all  to  five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-feven  prifoners,  were  tranfport- 
ed  to  England.  The  lofs  of  Louifbourg  was  the  more? 
feverely  felt  by  the  French  king,  as  it  had  been  at 
tended  with  the  deftrudtion  of  fo  many  confiderable 
(hips  and  frigates.  The  particulars  of  this  tranfaction 
were  immediately  brought  to  England,  in  a  veffel  dif- 
patched  for  that  purpofe,  with  captain  Amherft,  bro 
ther  to  the  commander,  who  was  alfo  entrufted  with 
eleven  pair  of  colours  taken  at  Louifbourg  :  Thefe 
were,  by  his  majefty's  order,  carried  in  pompous  pa 
rade,  efcorted  by  detachments  of  horfe  and  foot  guards, 

bourg  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifti  in  the  laft  war  was,  in  the 
coarfe  of  this  fiege,  entirely  demolifhed  by  two  or  three  fliots  from  one  of 
the  Britifh  batteries  ;  fo  admirably  had  this  piece  of  fortification  been  con 
trived  and  executed,  under  the  eye  of  that  profound  engineer  ! 
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BOOK  with  kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  from  the   palace  of 
Kenfmgton   to  St.  Paul's   cathedral,  where  they   were 
(l~^Y~*J  dcpofited  as  trophies,  under  a  difcharge  of  cannon,  and 
3758-      other  noify  exprefllons  of  triumph  and  exultation.     In 
deed,  the  public  rejoicings  for  the  conqueft  of  Louif- 
bourg  were   difFufcd  through  every  part  of  the  Britifh 
dominions,  and   addrefies   of  congratulation  were  pre- 
fented  to  the    king   by  a  great  number   of  flourifliing 
towns  and  corporations. 

After  the  reduction  of  Cape-Breton,  fome  fhips 
were  detached,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  the  com 
mand  of  lieutenant-colonel  lord  Rollo,  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  which  alfo  lies  in  the 
gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  and,  by  its  fertility  in  corn  and 
cattle  had  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war  fupplicd  Que 
bec  with  confiderable  quantities  of  provifion.  It  was 
likewife  the  afylum  to  which  the  French  neutrals  of 
Annapolis  fled  for  flicker  from  the  Englifh  government 
and  the  retreat  from  whence  they  and  the  Indians  ufed 
to  make  their  fudden  irruptions  into  Nova-Scotia,  where 
they  perpetrated  the  moft  inhuman  barbarities  on  the 
defencelefs  fubjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  amounted  to  four  thoufand  one  hundred, 
who  fubmitted,  and  brought  in  their  arms:  Then  lord 
Rollo  took  pofTefHon  of  the  governor's  quarters,  where 
he  found  feveral  fcalps  of  Englishmen  whom  the  favages 
had  aflaflinated,  in  confequence  of  the  encouragement 
they  received  from  their  French  patrons  and  allies, 
who  gratified  them  v/ith  a  certain  premium  for  every 
fcalpthey  produced.  The  ifland  was  flocked  with  a- 
bout  ten  thoufand  head  of  black  cattle,  and  fome  of  the 
farmers  raifed  each  twelve  hundred  bufhels  of  corn  an 
nually  for  the  market  of  Quebec. 

The  joy  and  fatisfaction  arifing  from  the  conqueft 
of  Louifbourg  and  St.  John,  was  not  a  little  checked 
by  the  difafter  which  befel  the  main  body  of  the  Bri 
tifh  forces  in  America,  under  the  immediate  conduct 
of  general  Abercrombie,  who,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  h.td  propofed  the  reduction  of  the  French  forts 
on  the  lakes  George  and  Champlain,  as  the  chkf  ob 
jects  of  his  enterprize,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  fron 
tier  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  open  a  pafiage  for  the 
future  conqueft  of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  of  July 
his  forces,  amounting  to  near  feven  thoufand  regular 
troops,  and  ten  thoufand  provincial?,  embarked  on  the 
lake  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  hike  Champlain, 
on  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaus,  and  one  hundred 
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and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  with  provifion,  artillery,  C  H  A  P. 
and  ammunition;  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  being 
mounted  on  rafts  to  cover  the  purpofed  landing,  which 
was  next  day  effected  without  oppofition.  The  gene- 
ral's  defign  was  to  invcft  Ticonderoga,  a  fort  fituated 
on  a  tongue  of  land,  extending  between  Lake  George 
and  a  narrow  gut  that  communicates  with  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  This  fortification  was,  on  three  fides,  fur- 
rounded  with  water,  and  in  front  nature  had  fecured  it 
with  a  morafs.  The  Englifh  troops  being  difembarked, 
were  immediately  formed  into  three  columns,  and  be 
gan  their  march  to  the  enemy's  advanced  poft,  confift- 
ing  of  one  battalion,  encamped  behind  a  breaft-work 
of  logs,  which  they  now  abandoned  with  precipitation, 
after  having  fct  them  on  fire,  and  burned  their  tents 
and  implements.  The  Britifh  forces  continued  their 
march  in  the  fame  order  ;  but  the  route  lying  through 
a  thick  wood  that  did  not  admit  of  any  regular  progref- 
fion  or  paflage,  and  the  guides  proving  extremely  igno 
rant,  the  troops  were  bewildered,  and  the  columns 
broken  by  falling  in  one  upon  another.  Lord  Howe 
being  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right  centre  column, 
encountered  a  French  detachment  who  had  likewife 
loft  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  advanced  noft, 
and  a  warm  fkirmifh  erifuing,  the  enemy  were  routed 
with  confiderable  lofs,  a  good  number  were  killed,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were  taken  prifoners,  in 
cluding  five  officers.  This  petty  advantage  was  dear 
ly  bought  with  the  lofs  of  lord  Howe,  who  fell  in  the 
beginning  of  the  aclion,  unfpeakably  regretted  as  a 
young  nobleman  of  the  moft  promising  talents,  who 
had  diftinguifbed  bimfelf  in  a  peculiar  manner  by  his 
courage,  activity,  and  rigid  observation  of  military  dif- 
cipline,  and  had  acquired  the  efteem  and  afteclion  of 
the  foldiery  by  his  generofity,  fweetnefs  of  manners, 
and  engaging  addrefs.  The  general  perceiving  the 
troops  were  greatly  fatigued  and  difordered  from  want 
of  reft  and  rcfrefhmenr,  thought  it  advifable  to  march 
back  to  the  landing  place,  which  they  reached  about 
eight  in  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bradftreet,  with  one  regular  regiment,  fix 
companies  of  the  royal  Americans,  with  the  batteau- 
men,  and  a  body  of  rangers,  to  take  poffeffion  of  a  faw- 
mill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  which  the 
enemy  had  abandoned.  This  poft  being  fecured,  the  ge 
neral  advanced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where  he 
underftood  from  the  prifoners  the  enemy  had  affembled 
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BOOK  eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
,  amounting  in  all  to  fix   thoufand.     Thefe,    they  faid, 

""V*0  being  encamped  before  the  fort,  were  employed  in 
175  "  making  a  formidable  entrenchment,  where  they  intend 
ed  to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thoufand  men, 
who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of  M.  de 
Lev?,  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  fide  of  the  Mohawk 
riverf  ;  but  upon  intelligence  of  Mr.  Abercrombie's 
approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defence  of  Ticon- 
deroga.  This  irr, formation  determined  the  Englifli 
general  to  ftrike,  if  poffible,  fome  decifive  ftroke  be 
fore  the  junction  could  be  effected.  He,  therefore, 
early  next  morning,  fent  his  engineer  acrofs  the  river 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene 
my's  entrenchments,  and  he  reported,  that  the  works 
being  ftill  unfinilhed,  might  be  attempted  with  a  good 
profpect  of  fuccefs.  A  difpofition  was  made  accor 
dingly  for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guards  had  been 
left  at  the  faw-mill  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole 
army  was  put  in  motion.  They  advanced  with  great 
alacritv  towards  the  entrenchment,  which,  however, 
they  found  altogether  impracticable.  The  breaft- 
work  was  raffed  eight  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before 
it  covered  with  an  abbattis,  or  felled  trees,  with  their 
boughs  pointing  outwards,  and  projecting  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  the  entrenchment  almoit  inacceffi- 
ble.  Notwithftanding  thefe  difcouraging  difficulties,  the 
.Britifh  troops  marched  up  to  the  aflault  with  an  un 
daunted  refolution,  and  fuftained  a  terrible  fire  without 
flinching.  They  endeavoured  to  cut  their  way  through 
thefe  embarraflments  with  their  fwords,  and  fome  of 
them  even  mounted  the  parapet;  but  the  enemy  were 
fo  w^ll  covered,  that  they  could  deliberately  direct 
their  fire  without  the  leaft  danger  to  themfelves  :  The 
carnage  v/as  therefore  confiderable,  and  the  troops  be 
gan  to  fall  intoconfufion,  after  feveral  repeated  attacks, 
which  lalled  above  four  hours,  under  the  moft  difadvan- 
tageous  circumftances.  The  general,  by  this  time, 
faw  plainly  that  no  hope  of  fuccefs  remained  ;  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  took  meafures  for  the 
retreat  of  the  army,  which  retired  unmolefred  to  their 
former  camp,  with  the  lofs  of  about  eighteen  hundred 

•f  The  ofr.cer  intended  to  have  made  an  irruption  through  the  pafs  of 
Oneida  on  the  Mohawks  river,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could  execute 
his  defign.  General  Abercrombie  afterwards  fent  thither  brigadier  Stan- 
wix,  with  a  confiderable  body  of  Provincials  ;  and  this  important  pal's 
was  feciirej  by  a  fort  built  at  that  juncture. 
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men   killed  or  wounded,  including  a  great  number  of  c  HAP 
officers.     Every  corps    of  regular  troops   behaved,  on 
this  unfortunate  occafion,  with    remarkable  intrepidity,      ~y~*^ 
but  the  greatest  lofs  was   fuflained  by  lord  John  Mur-      *758' 
ray's  Highland  regiment,  of  which   above  one   half  of 

J  O  O  * 

the  private  men,  and  twenty-five  officers,  were  either 
flain  upon  the  fpot,  or  defperately  wounded.  Mr. 
Abercrombie,  unwilling  to  ftay  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  enemy  with  forces  which  had  received  fuch  a 
difpiriting  check,  retired  to  his  batteaus,  and  re-em 
barking  the  troops,  returned  to  the  camp  at  Lake 
George,  from  whence  he  had  taken  his  departure. 
Cenfure,  which  always  attends  mifcarriage,  did  not 
fpare  the  character  of  this  commander  ;  his  attack  was 
condemned  as  rafh,  and  his  retreat  as  pufillanimous. 
In  fuch  cafes,  allowance  muft  be  made  for  the  peevifh- 
nefs  of  difappointment,  and  the  clamour  of  connexion. 
How  far  Mr.  Abercrombie  acquitted  himfelf  in  the 
duty  of  a  general  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine  ; 
but  if  he  could  depend  upon  the  courage  and  difcipline 
of  his  forces,  he  furely  had  nothing  to  fear,  after  the 
action,  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  he 
would  have  been  fuperior  in  number,  even  though  they 
had  been  joined  by  the  expected  reinforcement  :  He 
might,  therefore,  have  remained  on  the  fpot,  in  order 
to  execute  fome  other  enterprife  when  he  fhould  bs  re 
inforced  in  his  turn  ;  for  general  Amherft  no  fooner 
heard  of  his  difafter,  than  he  returned  with  the  troops 
from  Cape  Breton  to  New  England,  after  having  left  a 
ftrong  garrifon  in  Louifbourg.  At  the  head  of  fix  re 
giments  he  began  his  march  to  Albany,  about  the  mid 
dle  of  September,  in  order  to  join  the  forces  on  the 
lake,  that  they  might  undertake  fome  ether  fervice  be 
fore  the  feafon  fhould  be  exhaufted. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Abercrombie  had  detach 
ed  lieutenant-colonel  Bradftreet,  with  a  body  of  three 
thoufand  men,  chiefly  provincials,  to  execute  a  plan 
which  this  officer  had  formed  againft  Cadaraqui,  or 
Fort  Frontenac,  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
St.  Laurence,  juft  where  it  takes  its  origin  from  the 
Lake  Ontario.  To  the  fide  of  this  lake  he  penetrated 
with  his  detachment,  and  embarking  in  fome  floops  and 
batteaus,  provided  for  the  purpole,  landed  within  a 
mile  of  Fort  Frontenac,  the  garrifon  of  which,  confift- 
ing  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  with  a  few  Indians, 
immediately  furrendered  at  difcretion.  Confidering 
the  importance  of  this  poft,  which,  in  a  great  meafure, 

VOL.     Hf.  2   P 
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BOOK   commanded  the   mouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  ami 
*  ferved  as  a  magazine  to  the  more  fouthern  caftles,  the 

^"V"*^  French  general  was  inexcufable  for  leaving  it  in  fuch 
l75"'  a  defencelefs  condition.  The  fortification  itfelf  was 
inconfiderable  and  ill  contrived;  neverthelefs,  it  con 
tained  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  fixreen  fmall  mortars, 
with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  merchandife  and  provi- 
fions,  depoftted  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  forces  detach 
ed  againft  brigadier  Forbes,  their  weftern  garrifons, 
and  Indian  allies,  as  well  as  for  the  fubfiftance  of  the 
corps  commanded  by  M.  de  Lev!,  on  his  enterprifc 
againft  the  Mohawk  river.  iVIr.  Bradftreet  not  only 
reduced  the  fort  without  bloodfhed,  but  alfomaue  himfelf 
maftcr  of  all  the  enemy's  {hipping  on  the  lake,  amount 
ing  to  nine  armed  veffels,  fome  of  which  carried  eigh 
teen  guns.  Two  of  thefe  Mr.  Bradftreet  conveyed  to 
Ofwego,  whither  he  returned  with  his  troops,  after  he 
had  deftroyed  Fort  Frontenac,  with  all  the  artillery, 
ftores,  provifion,  and  merchandife  which  it  contained. 
In  confequence  of  this  exploit,  the  French  troops  to 
the  fouthward  were  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  ftarving  ; 
but  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  general's  reafon  for 
giving  his  orders  to  abandon  and  deftroy  a  fort,  which, 
if  properly  ftrengthened  and  fuftained,  might  have  ren 
dered  the  Englifh  mafters  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  and 
grievoufly  haraffed  the  enemy,  both  in  their  commerce, 
and  expeditions  to  the  weftward.  Indeed,  great  part 
of  the  Indian  trade  centered  at  Frontenac,  to  which 
place  the  Indians  annually  repaired  from  all  parts  of 
America,  fome  of  them  at  the  diftance  of  a  thoufand 
miles,  and  here  exchanged  their  furs  for  European  com 
modities.  So  much  did  the  French  traders  excel  the 
Englifh  in  the  art  of  conciliating  the  affeclion  of  thofe 
favage  tribes,  that  great  part  of  them,  in  their  yearly 
progrefs  to  this  remote  market,  actually  pafled  by  the 
Britifh  fettlement  of  Albany,  in  New  York,  where 
they  might  have  been  fupplied  with  what  articles  they 
wanted  much  more  cheap  than  they  could  purchafe  them 
at  Frontenac  or  Montreal:  Nay,  the  French  traders 
ufed  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  thefe  very  commodities 
from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  found  this 
traffic  much  more  profitable  than  that  of  procuring  the 
fame  articles  from  France,  loaded  with  the  expence  of 
a  tedious  and  dangerous  navigation,  from  the  featothe 
fource  of  the  river  St.  Laurence. 


G     E     O    R     G    E        II.  29.1 

In  all  probability,  the  deftruction  of  Frontenac  faci-  CHAP, 
litated  the  expedition  againft  Fort  du  Quefne,  entrufted  , 
to  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Forbes,  who,  with  his  lit-     "'"Y"*' 
tie  army,  began  his  march  in   the  beginning  of  July     J'5  " 
from  Philadelphia  for  the  river  Ohio,  a  prodigious  tract 
of  country  very  little  known,  diftituteof  military  roads, 
incumbered   with  mountains,    morafles,    and     woods, 
that  were  almoft  impenetrable.     It  was  not  without  in 
credible  exertion  of  induftry  that  he  procured  provisions 
and  carriages   for   this    expedition,  formed  new  roads, 
extended  fcouting  parties,  fecured  camps,  and  furmount- 
ed  many  other  difficulties   in   the  courfe  of  his  tedious 
march,  during   which   he  was    alfo   haraiTed    by  fmall 
detachments  of  the   enemy's   Indians.     Having  pene 
trated  with  the   main  body  as  far  as  Ray's-Town,  at 
the  diftance  of  ninety  miles  from  Fort  du  Quefne,  and 
advanced  colonel  Bouquet,  with   two   thouf.ind    men, 
about    fifty  miles  farther,  to  a  place  called  Lyal-Hen- 
ning,  this  officer  detached  major  Grant,  at  the  head  of 
eight  hundred  men,  to  reconnoitre  the  fort  and  its  out 
works.     The  enemy   perceiving  him  approach,  fent  a 
body  of  troops  againft  him,  fufficient   to   furround  his 
whole  detachment :  A  very  fevere  action  began,  which 
the  Englifh  maintained    with  their   ufual    courage   for 
three  hours,  againft  cruel  odds,  but  at  length,    being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged   to  give 
way,  and  retired  in  diforder  to  Lyal-Henning  with  the 
lofs  of  about  three  hundred  men  killed  or  taken,  includ 
ing  major  Grant,  who   was  carried  prifoner  to  Fort  du 
Quefne,  and  nineteen   officers.     Notwithstanding   this 
mortifying  check,  brigadier  Forbes  advanced  with   the 
army,  refolved  to  profecute  his  operations  with  vigour  ; 
but  the  enemy,  dreading  the  profpeft  of  a  fiege,    dif- 
mantled  and  abondoned  the  fort,  and  retired  down  the 
river  Ohio,  to  their  fettlements  on  the  MiffifTippi.  They 
quitted  the  fort  on   the   24th  day  of  November,  and 
next  day  it  was  pofleffed  by  the  Britifh  forces.     As  for 
the  Indians  of  this  country,  they  feemed  heartily  to  re 
nounce  their  connections  with  France,  and  be  perfectly 
reconciled  to  the  government  of  his  Britannic  majefty* 
Brigadier  Forbes  having  repaired  the   fort,  changed  its 
name  from  Du  Quefne  to  Pittfourgh,  fecured  it  with  a 
garrifon  of  provincials,  and  concluded  treaties  of  friend- 
jlhip  and   alliance   with  the  Indian   tribes.     Then  he 
marched  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  his   retreat  built 
a  block-houfe,  near   Lyal-Henning,  for  the  defence  of 
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BOOK.  Pennfylvania  ;    but   he   himfclf  did  not   long  furvivc 
thefe  tranfaclions,  his  conftitutien  having  been  exhauft- 


e'd  by  the  incredible  fatigues  of  the  lervicc. 

Thus  have  we  given  a  particular  detail  of  all  the  re 
markable  operations  by  which  this  campaign  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  on  the  continent  of  America  :  The  reader 
will  be  convinced  that,  notwithftanding  the  defeat  at 
Ticonderoga,  and  the  difafter  of  the  advanced  party  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain  acquired  many  important  advantages  ; 
and,  indeed,  paved  the  way  for  the  reduction  of  Que 
bec,  and  conqueft  of  all  Canada.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
admirals  Bofcavven  and  Hardy,  having  left  a  confidera- 
ble  fquadron  at  Halifax  in  Nova-Scotia,  returned  with 
four  ihips  of  the  line  to  England,  where  they  arrived 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  after  having  given 
chace  to  fix  large  French  (hips,  which  they  defcried  to 
the  weftward  of  Scilly,  but  could  not  overtake  or  bring 
to  an  engagement. 

Corec  ta-  Theconqueft  of  the  French  fettlements  in  the  river 
Senegal  being  deemed  imperfect  and  incomplete,  whilft 
France  ftill  kept  poffsflion  of  the  ifland  of  Goree,  the 
miniftry  of  Great  Britain  refolved  to  crown  the  cam 
paign  in  Africa  with  the  reduction  of  that  fortrefs. 
For  this  purpofe,  commodore  Keppel,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Albemarle,  was  vefted  with  the  command 
of  a  fquadron,  confifting;  of  four  {hips  of  the  line  ferve- 
ral  frigates,  two  bomb-ketches,  and  fome  tranfports, 
having  on  board  feven  hundred  men  of  the  regular 
troops,  commanded  by  colonel  Worge,  and  embarked 
in  the  harbour  of  Corke  in  Ireland,  from  whence  this 
whole  armament  took  their  departure  on  the  nth  day 
of  November.  After  a  tempeftuous  paffage,  in  which 
they  touched  at  the  Ifle  of  Teneriffe,  they  arrived  at 
Goree  in  the  latter  end  of  December,  and  the  com 
modore  made  a  difpofition  for  attacking  this  Ifland, 
which  was  remarkably  ftrcng  by  nature,  but  very  in 
differently  fortified.  Goree  is  a  fmall  barran  ifland, 
extending  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  of 
a  triangular  form  ;  and  on  the  faith-weft  fide,  rifing 
into  a  rocky  hi)1,  on  which  the  paltry  fort  of  St.  Michael 
is  fituated.  Theie  is  another,  ftill  more  inconliderable, 
called  St.  Francis,  towards  the  other  extremity  of  the 
ifland  ;  and  feveral  batteries  were  raifed  around  its 
Ivvcep,  mounted  with  about  one  hundred  pieces  of  can 
non,  and  four  mortars.  The  French  governor,  M.  de 
St.  Jean,  had  great  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  his  gar- 
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rifon  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  men,  exclufive  C  H  A  P. 
of  as  many  negro  inhabitants.  The  flat-bottomed  boats  VI1L 
for  difembarking  the  troops,  being  hoifted  out,  and  dif- 
pofcd  a  long-fide  of  the  different  tranfports,  the  com- 
modore  ftationed  his  {hips  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  engagement  began  with  a  (hell  from  one  of  the 
the  ketches.  This  was  a  fignai  for  the  great  fhipSj 
which  poured  in  their  broad  fides  without  intermifiion, 
and  the  fire  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity  from  all 
the  batteries  of  the  ifland.  In  the  courfe  of  the  action, 
the  cannonading  from  the  (hips  became  fo  fevere  and 
terrible,  that  the  French  garrifon  deferted  their  quar 
ters,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  governor,  who  ac 
quitted  himfelf  like  a  man  of  honour  ;  but  he  was  o- 
bliged  to  ftrike  his  colours,  and  furrender  at  difcretion, 
after  afhort  but  warm  difpute,  in  which  the  lofs  of  the 
Britifh  commodore  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  men 
killed  and  wounded.  The  fuccefs  of  the  day-  was  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  the  French  garrifons  had 
not  loft  a  man,  except  one  negro  killed  by  the 
burfting  of  a  bomb-fhell,  ;  and  the  number  of  their 
wounded  was  very  inconftderable.  While  the  attack 
lafted,  the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  continent  was  lined 
with  a  concourfe  of  negroes,  afiTembled  to  view  the 
combat,  who  expreffed  their  fentiments  and  furprife  in 
loud  clamour  and  uncouth  gefticulations,  and  feemed 
to  be  imprefled  with  awe  and  aftonifhment  at  the  pow 
er  and  executions  of  the  Britifh  fquadron.  The  French 
colours  being  ftruck,  as  a  fignai  of  fubmiflion,  the 
commodore  fen t  a  detachment  of  marines  on  fhore,  who 
difarmed  the  garrifon,  and  hoifted  the  Britifh  flag  upon 
the  caftte  of  St.  Michael.  In  the  mean  time,  the  go 
vernor  and  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  were  ;<Jecured  a- 
mong  the  fhipping.  Thus  the  important  ifland  of  Go- 
ree  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  together  with  two 
trading  veflels  that  chanced  to  be  at  anchor  in  the  road, 
and  ftores,  money  and  merchandife  to  the  value  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  Part  of  the  troops  being 
left  in  garrifon  at  Goree,  under  the  command  of 
major  Newton,  together  with  three  (loops  for  his  fer- 
vice,  the  fquadron  being  watered  and  refreflaed  from  the 
continent,  that  part  of  which  is  governed  by  one  of  the 
Jalof  kings,  and  the  prifoners,  with  their  baggage,  be 
ing  difmifled  in  three  cartel  fhips  to  France,  the  com 
modore  fet  fail  for  Senegal,  and  reinforced  Fort-Louis 
with  the  reft  of  the  troops,  under  colonel  Worge,  who 
was  at  this  juncture  favoured  with  a  vifit  by  the  king 
-of  Legibelli :  But  very  little  pains  were  taken  to  dif- 
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B  O  O  *•  mifs  this  potentate  in  good  humour,  or   maintain   the 

difpofition  heprofefled  to  favour  the  commerce  of  Great 

^"Y"*"''   Britain.       True    it   is,  he    was  defirous  of  engaging 

J758-       the  Englim   in  his   quarrels  with  fome  neighbouring 

nations  ;  and  fuch  engagements  were  cautioufly   and 

politically  avoided,  becaufe  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great 

Britain  to   be  upon    good    terms  with  every   African 

prince  who  could  promote  and  extend  the  commerce  of 

her  fubje6r.s. 

Commodore  Keppel  having  reduced  Goree,  and  re 
inforced  the  garrifon  of  Senegal,  returned  to  England, 
where  all  his  {hips  arrived,  after  a  very  tempeftuous 
voyage,  in  which  the  fquadron  had  been  difperfed.  This 
expedition,  however  fuccefsful  in  the  main,  was  attend 
ed  with  one  misfortune,  the  lofs  of  the  Litchfield  fhip 
of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Barton,  which,  toge 
ther  with  one  tranfport  and  a  bomb-tender,  was 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues 
to  the  northward  of  Saffy,  in  the  dominions  of  Moroc 
co.  One  hundred  and  thirty  men,  including  feveral 
officers  perimed  on  this  occafion  but  the  captain  and 
the  reft  of  the  company,  to  the  number  of  two  hun 
dred  and  twenty,  made  fhift  to  reach  the  fhore,  where 
they  ran  the  rifk  of  ftarving,  and  were  cruelly  ufed  by 
the  natives,  although  a  treaty  of  peace  at  that  time  fub- 
iifted  between  Great  Britain  and  Morocco  ;  nay,  they 
were  even  enflaved  by  the  emperor,  who  detained  them 
in  captivity  until  they  were  ranfomed  by  the  Britifh 
government  :  So  little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the 
faith  of  fuch  barbarian  princes,  with  whom  it  is  even 
a  difgrace  for  any  civilized  nation  to  be  in  alliance, 
whatever  commercial  advantages  may  arife  from  the 
connection. 

The  incidents  of  the  war  that  happened  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  during  thefe  occurrences,  may  be  reduced  to  a 
fmall  compafs.  Nothing  extraordinary  was  atchieved 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jamaica,  where  admiral  Coates 
commanded  a  fmall  fquadron,  from  which  he  detached 

Bravery  of   cruifers  occafionally  for    the   protection   of  the  Britifh. 

captain        commerce    and  at  Antigua   the   trade  was    effectually 

Tyrrel.  fecured  by  the  vigilance  of  captain  Tyrrel,  whofe  cou 
rage  and  activity  were  equal  to  his  conduct  and  circum- 
fpection.  In  the  month  of  March,  this  gentleman, 
with  his  own  (hip  the  Buckingham,  and  the  Cambridge, 
another  of  the  line,  demolifhed  a  fort  on  the  Ifland  of 
Martinique,  and  deftroyed  four  privateers  riding  under 
its  protection  ;  but  his  valour  appeared  much  more 
conspicuous  in  a  fubfequent  engagement,  which  hap- 
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pened  in  the  month  of  November.  Being  detached  on  C  H  A  P. 
a  cruize  in  his  own  fhip,  the  Buckingham,  by  commo-  VHI- 
dore  Moore,  who  commanded  at  the  Leeward  iflands, 
he  fell  in  with  the  Weazle  floop,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain  Boles,  between  the  ifland  of  Montferrat  and  Gua- 
daloupe,  and  immediately  difcovered  a  fleet  of  nineteen 
fail,  under  convoy  of  a  French  fhip  of  war  carrying 
feventy-four  cannon  and  two  large  frigates.  Captain 
Tyrrel  immediately  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail  he 
could  carry,  and  the  Weazle  running  clofe  to  the  ene 
my,  received  a  whole  broadfide  from  the  large  fhip, 
which,  however,  fhe  fuftained  without  much  damage  : 
neverthelefs  Mr.  Tyrrel  ordered  her  commander  to 
keep  aloof,  as  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  able  to  bear  the 
fhock  of  large  metal,  and  he  himfelf  prepared  for  the 
engagement.  The  enemy's  large  fhip  the  Floriflent, 
tho' of  much  greater  force  than  the  Buckingham,  in- 
flead  of  lying  to  for  his  coming  up,  made  a  running- 
fight  with  her  ftern-chace,  while  the  two  frigates  an 
noyed  him  in  his  courfe,  fometimes  raking  him  fore 
and  aft,  and  fometimes  lying  on  his  quarter.  At  length, 
he  came  along  fide  of  the  Florifiant,  within  piftol-fhot, 
and  poured  in  a  whole  broadfide,  which  did  confiderable 
execution.  The  falutation  was  returned  with  equal  vi 
vacity,  and  a  furious  engagement  enfued.  Captain 
Tyrrel  was  wounded  in  the  face,  and  loft  three  fingers 
of  his  right  hand  ;  fo  that,  being  entirely  difabled,  he 
was  obliged  to  delegate  the  command  of  the  fhip  to  his 
firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Marfhal,  who  continued  the  battle 
with  great  gallantry  until  he  loft  his  life  :  Then  the 
charge  devolved  to  the  fecond  lieutenant,  who  acquitted 
himfelf  with  equal  honour,  and  fuftained  a  defperate 
fight  againft  three  fhips  of  the  enemy.  The  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Buckingham  exerted  themfelves  with 
equal  deliberation,  and  captain  Troy,  who  commanded 
a  detachment  of  marines  on  the  poop,  plied  his  fmall 
arms  fo  effectually  as  to  drive  the  French  from  their 
quarters.  At  length,  confufion,  terror,  and  uproar 
prevailing  on  board  the  Foriflant,  her  firing  ceafed,and 
her  colours  were  hauled  down  about  twilight ;  but  her 
commander,  perceiving  that  the  Buckingham  was  too 
much  damaged  in  her  rigging  to  purfue  with  any  hope 
of  fuccefs,  ordered  all  his  fails  to  be  fet,  and  fled  in  the 
dark  with  the  two  conforts.  Nothing  but  this  circum- 
ftance  could  have  prevented  a  Britifh  fliip  of  fixty-five 
»uns,  indifferently  manned  in  refpeft  to  number  from 
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BOOK  taking  a  French  fhip  of  the  line,  mounted  with  feven- 
III.  ty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  provided  with  feven  hundred 

^ "Y""*-*  men,  and  affifted  by  two  large  frigates,  one  of  thirty- 
1758-  eight  guns,  and  the  other  wanting  two  of  this  number. 
The  lofs  of  the  Buckingham,  in  this  action,  did  not 
exceed  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded;  whereas  the 
number  of  the  flain  on  board  the  Floriflknt  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  one  ^hundred  and  eighty,  and  that  of  her 
wounded  is  faid  to  have  exceeded  three  hundred.  She 
was  fo  difabled  in  her  hull,  that  fhe  could  hardly  be 
kept  afloat  until  fhe  reached  Martinique,  where  fhe 
was  repaired  ;  and  the  largeft  frigate,  together  with 
the  lofs  of  forty  men,  received  fuch  damage  as  to  be  for 
fome  time  quite  unferviceable. 

Operations        In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  tranfaclions  of  the  war  were 

in  tha  Eaft  chequered  with  a  variety  of  fuccefs  ;  but  on  the  whole 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy  were  entirely  defeated.  The 
French  commander,  M.  de  Buffy,  had  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  quarrelled  with 
Salabatzing,  viceroy  of  Decan,  becaufe  this  laft  would 
not  put  him  in  poffeflion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Golconda. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  while  the  Englifh  for 
ces  were  employed  in  Bengal,  M.  de  Buffy  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  Britifh  factories  of  Ingeram,  Bander- 
malanka,  and  Vizagapatam,  and  the  reduction  of  this 
laft  left  the  enemy  in  poffeffion  of  the  whole  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  from  Ganjam  to  Maffulapatam.  While 
a  body  of  the  Englifh  company's  forces,  under  captain 
Caillaud,  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  important  fortrefs 
and  town  of  Madura,  the  French,  under  M.  D'Anteu- 
il  inverted  Trichinopoly.  Caillaud  no  fooner  received 
intelligence  of  the  danger  to  which  this  place  was  ex- 
pofed,  than  he  haftened  to  its  relief,  and  obliged  the 
enemy  to  abandon  the  fiege.  Then  he  returned  to  Ma 
dura,  and,  after  an  unfuccefsful  affault,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  it  by  capitulation.  During  thefe  tranfadtions, 
colonel  Forde  made  an  attempt  upon  the  fort  of  Nel- 
loure,  a  ftrong  place,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-four 
miles  from  Madrafs,  but  mifcarried  ;  and  this  was  alfo 
the  fate  of  an  expedition  againft  Wandewafh,  underta 
ken  by  colonel  Aldercron.  The  rirft  was  repulfed  in 
ftorming  the  place,  the  other  was  anticipated  by  the 
French  army,  which  marched  from  Pondicherry  to  the 
relief  of  the  garrifon.  The  French  king  had  fent  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  under 
the  command  of  general  Lally,  an  officer  of  Irifh  ex 
traction,  together  with  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  as  ren- 
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tiered  the  fquadron  of  M.  d'Apche  fuperior  to  ,that  of  C  H  A  P» 
admiral  Pococke,  who  had  fucceeded  admiral  Watfon, 
lately  deceafed,  in  the  command  of  the  Englifh  fqua- 
dron  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel)  which,  in 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  was  reinforced  from  En 
gland  with  feveral  fhips,  under  the  direction  of  com 
modore  Stevens.  Immediately  after  this  junction, 
which  was  effected  in  the  road  of  Madras  on  the  24th 
day  ©f  march,  admiral  Pococke,  who  had  already  figna- 
lized  himfelf  by  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  conduct, 
failed  to  windward,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  French 
fquadron,  of  which  he  had  received  intelligence.  In 
two  days,  he  defcribed  in  the  road  of  fort  St.  David 
the  enemy's  fleet,  confifting  of  nine  fhips,  which  im 
mediately  ftood  out  to  fea,  and  formed  the  line  of  battle 
a-head.  The  admiral  took  the  fame  precaution,  and 
bearing  down  opon  M.  d'Apche,  the  engagement  began 
about  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  French  commodore 
having  fuftained  a  warm  action  for  about  two  hours, 
bore  away  with  his  whole  fleet,  and  being  joined  by 
two  fhips,  formed  a  line  of  battle  again  to  leeward. 
Admiral  Pococke's  own  fhip,  and  fome  others,  being 
greatly  damaged  in  their  mafts  and  rigging,  two 
of  his  captains  having  mifbehaved  in  the  action,  and 
night  coming  on,  he  did  not  think  it  advilable  to  pur- 
fue  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry ;  but,  never- 
thelefs,  he  followed  them  at  a  proper  diilance,  {landing 
to  the  fouth-weft,  in  order  to  maintain  the  weather-^ 
gage,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  able  to  renew  the  action  in 
the  morning.  In  this  expectation,  however,  he  was 
difappointed  ;  the  enemy  fhowed  no  lights,  nor  made 
any  fignals  that  could  be  obferved  ;  and  in  the  morning 
not  the  leaft  veftige  of  them  appeared.  Mr.  Pococke, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  they  had  weathered  him  at  night, 
endeavoured  to  work  up  after  them  to  windward,  but 
finding  he  loft  ground  confiderably,  he  dropped  anchor 
about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Sadras,  and 
received  intelligence  from  the  chief  of  that  fettlement, 
that  one  of  the  largeft  French  fhips  having  been  dif- 
abled  in  the  engagement,  was  run  afhore  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Alemparve,  where  their  whole  fquadron  lay  at 
anchor.  Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  firft  action  between 
the  Englifh  and  French  fquadrons  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
which  over  and  above  the  lofs  of  a  capital  fhip,  is  faid 
to  have  coft  the  enemy  about  five  hundred  men,  where 
as  the  Britifh  admiral  did  not  lofe  one- fifth  part  of 
that  number.  Being  diilatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of 
VOL.  IIL  2 
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BOOK  three  captains,  he,  on  his  return  to  Madras,  appointed 
IH        a  court-martial    to   enquire  into   their    conduct  ;  two 

V-^"VXJ  Were  difmifled  from  the  fervice,  and  the  third  was  fen- 
•75s-      tenced  to  lofe  one  year's  rank  as  a  poft-captain. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Lally  had  difembarked  his 
troops  at  Pondicherry,  and  taking  the  field,  immedi 
ately  inverted  the  fort  of  St.  David,  while  the  fquadron 
blocked  it  up  by  fea.  Two  Englifh  fhips  being  at  an 
chor  in  the  road  when  the  enemy  arrived,  their  cap 
tains  feeing  no  polTibility  of  efcaping,  ran  them  on 
fhore,  fet  them  on  fire,  and  retired  with  their  men  in 
to  the  fortrefs,  which,  however,  was  in  a  few  days  fur- 
rendered.  A  much  more  rcfolute  defence  was  expected 
from  the  courage  and  conduct  of  major  Polier,  who 
commanded  the  garrifon.  When  he  arrived  at  Madras, 
he  was  fubje&ed  to  a  court  of  enquiry,  which  acquit 
ted  him  of  cowardice,  but  were  of  opinion  that  the 
place  might  have  held  out  much  longer,  and  that  the 
terms  on  which  it  furrendered  were  fhameful,  as  the 
enemy  were  not  even  trailers  of  the  outward  covered 
way,  as  they  had  made  no  breach,  and  had  a  wet  ditch 
to  fill  up  and  pafs,  before  the  town  could  have  been 
properly  alTaulted.  Polier,  in  order  to  wipe  off  this 
difgrace,  defired  to  ferve  as  a  volunteer,  with  colonel 
Draper,  and  was  mortally  wounded  in  a  fally  at  the 
fie^e  of  Aladras. 

Admiral  Pococke  having,  to  the  beft  of  his  power, 
repaired  his  fhattered  fhips,  fet  fail  again  on  the  roth 
of  May,  in  order  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Fort  St.  Da 
vid's;  but,  notwithftanding  his  utmoft  endeavours,  he 
could  not  reach  it  in  time  to  be  of  any  fervice.  On 
the  30th  day  of  the  month,  he  came  in  fight  of  Pon 
dicherry,  from  whence  the  French  fquadron  flood  a- 
way  early  next  morning,  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to 
come  up  with  them,  though  he  made  all  poffible  ef 
forts  for  that  purpofe.  Then  received  intelligence 
that  Fort  St.  David's  was  furrendered  to  the  enemy,  he 
returned  again  to  Madras,  in  order  to  refrefh  his 
fquadron.  On  the  25th  day  of  July,  he  failed  a  third 
time  in  qutffc  of  M.  d'Apche,  and,  in  two  days  per 
ceived  his  fquadron,  coniifting  of  eight  fhips  of  the 
line  and  a  frigate,  at  anchor  in  the  read  of  Pondicher 
ry.  Thtyno  fooner  dtfcried  him  advancing,  than  they 
ftood  out  to  fea  as  before,  and  he  continued  to  chace, 
in  hopes  of  bringing  them  to  an  engagement ;  but  all 
his  endeavours  proved  fruitlefs  till  the  3d  day  of  Auguft, 
when  having  obtained  the  weather-gage,  he  bore  down 
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upon  them  in  order  of  battle.  The  engagement  began  CHAP 
with  great  impetuofity  on  both  fides,  but  in  little  IX> 
more  than  ten  minutes  M.  d'Apche  fet  his  fore-fail,  ^~°^*? 
and  bore  away,  his  whole  fquadron  following  his  ex-  '758.- 
ample,  and  maintaining;  a  running  fight  in  a  very  irre 
gular  manner.  The  Britifh  admiral  then  hoifted  the 
fignal  for  a  general  chace,  which  the  enemy  perceiving 
thought  proper  to  cut  away  their  boats,  and  crowd 
with  all  the  fail  they  could  carry.  They  efcaped  by  fa 
vour  of  the  night  into  the  road  of  Pondicherry,  and 
Mr.  Pococke  anchored  with  his  fquadron  offCarical,  a 
French  fettlemenr,  having  thus  obtained  an  undifputed 
victory,  with  the  lofs  of  thirty  men  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixteen  wounded,  including  commodore 
Stevens  and  captain  Martin,  though  their  wounds 
were  not  dangerous.  The  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  French  fquadron  amounted,  ac 
cording  to  report,  to  five  hundred  and  forty  ;  and  their 
fleet  was  fo  much  damaged,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  their  commodore  failed  for  the  ifiand  of 
Bourbon,  in  the  fame  latitude  with  Madagafcar,  in  or 
der  to  refit;  thus  leaving  the  command  and  fovereign- 
ty  of  the  Indian  feas  to  the  Englifli  admiral,  whofe 
fleet,  from  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  had  been 
much  inferior  to  the  French  fquadron  in  number  of 
fhips  and  men,  as  well  as  in  weight  of  metal. 

Mr.  Lally  having  reduced  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St. 
David's*,  rcfolved  to  extort  a  fum  of  money  from  the 
king  of  Tanjour,  on  pretence  that,  in  the  laft  war,  he 
had  granted  an  obligation  to  the  French  governor  for  a 
certain  fum,  which  had  never  been  paid.  Lally  ac 
cordingly  marched  with  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men 
into  the  dominions  of  Tanjour,  and  demanded  feventy- 
ty-two  lack  of  rupees.  This  extravagant  demand  be 
ing  rejected,  he  plundered  Nagare  a  trading  town  on 
the  fea-coaft,  and  afterwards  inverted  the  capital:  But 
after  he  had  profecuted  the  fiege  until  a  breach  was 
made,  his  provifions  and  ammunition  beginning  to  fail 
.feveral  vigorous  fallics  being  made  by  the  forces  of  the 
king  of  Tanjour,  and  the  place  well  defended  by  Eu 
ropean  gunners,  fent  from  the  Englifli  garrifon  at 
Trichinopoly,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  raife  the 
fiege,  and  retreat  with  precipitation,  leaving  his  can- 

*  Cuddalore  was  in  fu'ch  a  defencelefs  condition,  that  it  could  rr.aks 
no  refiftance ;  and  there  being  no  place  in  Fort  St.  David's  bomb-prrol, 
nor  any  provifions  or  frefh  water,  the  garrifon  furrendered  in  twelve  d?yj 
on  capitula.ion,  after  kaving  fuitained  a  fevcre  bombardment. 
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BOOK  non  behind.  He  arrived  at  Carical  about  the  middle 
of  Auguft,  and  from  whence  retired  to  Pondicherry  to- 
wards  the  end  of  September.  He  afterwards  cantoned 
his  troops  in  the  province  of  Arcot,  entered  the  city 
without  opposition,  and  began  to  make  preparations 
for  the  fiege  of  Madras,  which  fiiall  be  recorded  among 
the  incidents  of  the  fuccceding  year.  In  the  mean 
time  the  land-forces  belonging  to  the  Eaft-India  com 
pany  were  fo  much  out-numbered  by  the  reinforce 
ments  which  arrived  with  Mr.  Lally,  that  they  could 
not  pretend  to  keep  the  field,  but  were  obliged  to  re 
main  on  the  defenfive,  and  provide  as  well  as  they 
could  for  the  fecurity  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  o- 
ther  fettlements  in  that  part  of  India. 

Having  particularifed  the  events  of  the  war  which 
diftinguifhed  this  year  in  America,  Africa,  and  Afia, 
thofe  remote  fcenes  in  which  the  intereft  of  Great  Bri 
tain  was  immediately  and  intimately  concerned,  it  now 
remains  to  record  the  incidents  of  the  military  opera 
tions  in  Germany,  fupported  by  Britifli  fubfidies,  and 
enforced  by  Britifh  troops,  to  favour  the  ambitious  de- 
figns  of  an  ally,  from  whofe  folitary  friendship  the  Bri- 
tiih  nation  can  never  reap  any  folid  benefit;  and  to  de 
fend  a  foreign  electorate,  in  whofe  behalf  (he  had  al 
ready  lavifhed  an  immenfity  of  treafure.  Notwith- 
flanding  the  bloodfhed  and  ravages  which  had  fignalif- 
ed  the  former  campaign,  the  mutual  loffes  of  the  belli 
gerent  powers,  the  incredible  expence  of  money,  the 
difficulty  of  recruiting  armies  thinned  by  fword  a^d 
diftemper,  the  fcarcity  of  forage  and  provifion,  the  dif- 
trefTes  of  Saxony  in  particular,  and  -the  calamities  of 
war,  which  defolated  the  greateft  part  of  the  empire, 
no  propofilion  of  peace  was  hinted  by  cither  of  the 
parties  concerned,  but  the  powers  at  variance  feemed 
to  be  exafperated  againft  each  other  with  the  moft  im 
placable  refentment.  Jarring  interefts  were  harmo- 
nifed,  old  prejudices  rooted  up  inveterate  jealoufies  af- 
fuaged,  and  even  inconfiftencies  reconciled,  in  connect 
ing  the  confederacy  which  was  now  formed  and  efta- 
Mifned  againft  the  king  of  Prufiia  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  feemed  determined  to 
employ  the  whole  power  and  influence  of  his  crown  in 
fupporting  this  monarch.  Yet  the  members  of  the 
grand  confederacy  were  differently  actuated  by  difa- 
greeing  motives,  which,  in  the  fequel,  operated  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  Pruffian  majefty,  by  preventing 
the  full  exertion  of  their  united  ftrength.  The  empreis 
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queen,  over  and  above  her  defire  of  retrieving  Silefia,  CHAP. 
which  was  her  primary  aim,  gave  way  to  the  fuggef-  ,  " 
tions  of  perfonal  hatred  and  revenge,  to  the  gratifica 
tion  of  which  (he  may  be  faid  to  have  facrificed,  in  I7S  ' 
fomemeafure,  the  interefts  of  her  family,  as  well  as  the 
repofe  of  the  empire,  by  admitting  the  natural  enemies 
of  her  houfe  into  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  invit 
ing  them  to  invade  the  dominions  of  her  co-eftates 
with  a  formidable  army.  France,  true  to  her  old  poli 
tical  maxims,  wifhed  to  fee  the  houfe  of  'Auftria  weak 
ened  by  the  divifions  in  the  empire,  which  (he  accord 
ingly  fomented:  For  this  reafon  it  could  not  be  her  in- 
tereft  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh  ; 
arid,  therefore,  fhe  had,  no  doubt,  fet  bounds  to  the 
profecution  of  her  fchemes  in  concert  with  the  court  of 
Vienna;  but  her  defigns  againft  Hanover  amounted  to 
abfolute  conqueft.  In  purfuance  of  thefe,  fhe  fent  an 
army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  acrofs 
the  Rhine,  inftead  of  four-and-twenty  thoufand,  which 
flie  had  engaged  to  furnifli  by  the  original  treaty  with 
the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary,  who  is  faid  to  have 
fhared  in  the  fpoils  of  the  electorate.  The  czarina,  by 
co-operating  with  the  houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Auftria, 
gratified  her  perfonal  difguft  towards  the  Prufftan  mo 
narch,  augmented  her  finances  by  confiderable  fubfi- 
dies  from  both,  and  perhaps  amufed  herfelf  with  the 
hope  of  obtaining  an  eftablifhment  in  the  German  em 
pire;  but  whether  fhe  wavered  in  her  own  fentiments, 
or  her  miniftry  fluctuated  between  the  promifesof  France 
and  the  prefents  of  Great  Britain,  certain  it  is,  her 
forces  had  not  acted  with  vigour  in  Pomerania;  and 
her  General  Apraxin,  inftead  of  profecuting  his  advan 
tage,  had  retreated  immediately  after  the  Pruffians  mif- 
carried  in  their  attack.  He  was  indeed  difgraced,  and 
tried  for  having  thus  retired  without  orders :  But  in  all 
probability  this  trial  was  no  other  than  a  farce,  acted 
to  amufe  the  other  confederates,  while  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  gained  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  offers  that 
were  made,  and  determine  with  regard  to  the  advan 
tages  or  difadvantages  that  might  accrue  to  her  from 
perfevering  in  the  engagements  which  fhe  had  con 
tracted.  As  for  the  Swedes,  although  they  had  been 
inftigated  to  hoftilities  againft  PrufTia  by  the  intrigues 
of  France,  and  flattered  with  hopes  of  retrieving  Po 
merania,  they  profecuted  the  war  in  fuch  a  difpirited 
and  ineffectual  manner,  as  plainly  proved,  that  either 
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B  O  O  K  the  ancient  valour  of  that  people  was  extinct,  or  that 

"•  the  nation  was  not  heartily  engaged  in  the  quarrel. 
^"Y"*^       When  the  Ruffian   general    Apraxin  retreated  from 

1753.  Pomerania,  Marefchal  Lehwald,  who  commanded  the 
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of  the  king  "ruffians  in  that  country,  was  left  at  liberty  to  turn  his 
ofpruflia,  arms  againft  the  Swedes,  and  accordingly  drove  them 
before  him  almoft  without  oppofition.  By  the  begin 
ning  of  January  they  had  evacuated  all  Pruffian  Pome 
rania,  and  Lehwald  invaded  their  dominions  in  his 
turn.  He,  in  a  little  time  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all 
Swedifh  Pomerania,  except  Stralfund  and  the  ifle  of 
Rugen,  and  poflefled  himfelf  of  feveral  magazines 
which  the  enemy  had  erecled.  The  Auftrian  army, 
after  their  defeat  at  Breflau,  had  retired  into  Bohemia, 
where  they  were  cantoned,  the  head-quarters  being 
fixed  at  Koningfgratz.  The  king  of  Pruffia  having 
cleared  all  his  part  of  Silefia,  except  the  town  of 
Schweidnitz,  which  he  circumfcribed  with  a  blockade, 
fent  detachments  from  his  army  contoned  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Breflau,  to  penetrate  into  the  Auftrian  or 
fouthern  part  of  Silefia,  where  they  furprized  Troppau 
and  Jaggernfdorf,  while  he  himfelf  remained  at  Breflau, 
entertaining  his  officers  with  concerts  of  mufic.  Not 
that  he  fuffered  thefe  amufements  to  divert  his  attention 
from  fubjecls  of  greater  importance.  Helaid  Swedifh 
Pomerania  under  contribution,  and  made  a  frefh  de 
mand  of  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns  from  the  electo 
rate  of  Saxony.  Having  received  intimation  that  the 
duke  of  Mecklenbourg  was  employed  in  providing  ma 
gazines  for  the  French  army,  he  detached  a  body  of 
troops  into  that  country,  who  not  only  fecured  the 
magazines,  but  levied  confiderable  contributions  ;  and 
the  duke  retired  to  Lubeck,  attended  by  the  French 
minifter.  The  ftates  of  Saxony  having  proved  a  little 
dilatory  in  obeying  his  Pruffian  majefty's  injunction, 
received  a  fecond  intimation,  importing,  that  they 
{hould  levy  and  deliver,  within  a  certain  time,  eigh 
teen  thoufand  recruits  for  his  army,  pay  into  the  hands 
of  his  cotnmiflary  one  year's  revenue  of  the  electorate 
in  advance;  and  Leipzick  was  taxed  with  an  extraordi 
nary  fubfidy  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  on  pain 
of  military  execution.  The  ftates  were  immediately 
convoked  at  Leipzick,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  thefc 
demands  ;  and  the  city  being  unable  to  pay  fuch  a  con 
fiderable  fum,  the  Pruffian  troops  began  to  put  their 
monarch's  threats  in  execution.  He  juftified  thefe 
proceedings,  by  declaring  that  the  enemy  had  praclifed 
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the  fame  violence   and  oppreflion  on  the   territories  of  c  H  A  p- 
his  allies  ;  hut  how  the  practice  of  his  declared  enemies,  .   l 
in  countries  which  they  had  invaded  and  fubdued  in  the  ^*"Y^ 
common  courfe  of  war,  fhould  juftifyhimin  pillaging      17i 
and  oppreiling  a  people,  with  whom  neither  he  nor  his 
allies  were  at  war,  it  is  not  cafy  to  conceive.     As  little 
can  we  reconcile  this   conduct  to  the  character   of  a 
prince,  afluming  the  title  of  Protector  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  which   is    the  cftablifhed   faith  among   thofe 
very  Saxons  who  were    fubjected  to  fuch  grievous  im- 
pofitions;  impofitions  the  more  grievous  and  unmerit 
ed,  as  they  had  never   taken  any  fhare  in  the  prefent 
war,  but  cautioufly  avoided  every  ftep  that  might   be 
conftrued  into  provocation,  fmce   the  king  of  Pru/Ha 
declared  they  might  depend  upon  his  protection. 

Before  we  proceed  to  enumerate  the  events  of  the  State  of  thr 
campaign,  it  may  be  neceiTary  to  inform  the  reader,  l'lfferen;: 
that  the  forces  brought  into  the  field  be  the  emprefs-  M 
queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  ftates  of  the  empire,  the 
czarina,  the  kings  of  France  and  Sweden,  fell  very 
little  fhort  of  three  hundred  thoufand  men;  and  all 
thefe  were  diftined  to  act  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia 
and  the  elector  of  Hanover.  In  oppofition  to  this  for 
midable  confederacy,  his  Pruffian  majefty  was,  by  the 
fubfidy  from  England,  the  fpoils  of  Saxony,  and  the 
revenues  of  Brandenbourg,  enabled  to  maintain  an  ar 
my  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men  ;  while  the 
elector  of  Hanover  aflembled  a  body  of  fixty  thoufand 
men,  compofed  of  his  own  electoral  troops,  with  the 
auxiliary  mercenaries  of  Heffe-Caffel,  Buckebourg, 
Saxegotha,  and  Brunfvvick  Wolfenbuttel,  all  of  them 
maintained  by  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  At  this 
juncture,  indeed,  there  was  no  other  fund  for  their  fub- 
fiftance,  as  the  countries  of  Hanover  and  Hefle  were 
poflefted  by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  former  the  govern 
ment  was  entirely  changed. 

In  the  month  of  December,  in  the  preceding  year,  Admin!- _ 
a  farmer  of  the  revenues  from  Paris  arrived  at  Hanover,  ^Tnov"^ 
where  he  eftabliftied  his  office,  in  order  to  act  by  vir-  changed  by 
tue  of  powers   from  one   John  Faidy,    to   whom  the  the  Trench 
French  king  granted  the  direction,  receipt,  and  admi-  kl"s' 
niftration  of  all   the  duties  and  revenues  of  the  electo 
rate.     This  director    was,  by  a  decree  of  the  council 
of  ftate,  empowered  to  receive  the   revenues  not  only 
of  Hanover,  but  alfo  of  all  other  countries  that  fhould 
be  fubjefted  to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  in  the  courfe 
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BOOK  of  the  campaign  ;  to  remove  the  receivers  who  had  beert 
employed  in  any  part  of  the  direction,  receipt,  andad- 


minirbation  of  the  duties  and  revenues  of  Hanover, 
and  appoint  others  in  their  room.  The  French  king, 
by  the  fame  decree,  ordained,  that  all  perfons  who  had 
been  entrufted  under  the  preceding  government  with 
titles,  papers,  accounts,  regifters,  or  eftimatcs,  relat 
ing  to  the  adminiftation  of  the  revenues,  (hould  com 
municate  them  to  John  Faidy,  or  his  attornies  :  That 
the  magiftrates  of  the  towns,  diftrict,  and  commonalties, 
as  well  as  thofe  who  directed  the  adminiftration  of  par 
ticular  ftates  and  provinces,  fhould  deliver  to  the  faid 
John  Faidy,  or  his  attornies,  the  produce  of  'fix  years 
of  the  duties  and  revenues  belonging  to  the  faid  towns, 
diftri&s,  and  provinces,  reckoning  from  the  ift  of  Ja 
nuary  in  the  year  onethoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  together  with  an  authentic  account  of  the  fums 
they  had  paid  during  that  term  to  the  preceding  fove- 
reign,  and  of  the  charges  necefTarily  incurred.  It  ap 
pears  from  the  nature  of  this  decree,  which  was  dated 
on  the  1  8th  day  of  October,  that  immediately  after  the 
conventions  of  Clofter-Seven  and  Bremeworden*,  the 
court  of  Verfailles  had  determined  to  change  the  go 
vernment  and  fyftem  of  the  electorate,  countrary  to  an 
exprefs  article  of  the  capitulation  granted  to  the  city 
of  Hanover,  when  it  furrendered  on  the  gth  day  of 
Auguft  ;  and  that  the  crown  of  France  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ceflation  of  arms,  in  feizing 
places  and  provinces  which  were  not  yet  fubdued  ;  for, 
by  the  decree  above  mentioned,  the  adminiftration  of 
John  Faidy  extended  to  the  countries  which  might 
hereafter  be  conquered.  With  what  regard  to  juftice, 
then,  could  the  French  government  charge  the  elector 
of  Hanover  with  the  infraction  of  articles?  or  what 
refpect  to  good  faith  and  humanity  did  the  duke  de  Ri 
chelieu  obferve,  in  the  order  iffued  from  Zell,  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  importing,  that  as  the  treaty  made 
with  the  country  of  Hanover  had  been  rendered  void 
by  the  violation  of  the  articles  figned  at  Clofter-Seven, 
all  the  effects  belonging  to  the  officers,  or  others,  em 
ployed  in  the  Hanoverian  army,  ftiould  be  confifcated 
for  the  ufe  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  ? 

*  Six  days  af:er  the  convention  was  figned  at  Clofter-Seven,  another  ac"l 
of  accommodation  was  concluded  at  Bremeworden,  between  the  generali 
Sporcken  and  Villemur,  relating  to  the  releafe  of  prifoners,  and  fome 
other  points  omitted  in  the  convention. 
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The  landgrave  of  Hefie-CafTel,  being  defirous  of  C  H  A  P- 
averting  a  like  ftorm  from  his  dominions,  not  only 
promifed  to  renounce  all  connexion  with  the  kings  of 
Great  Britain  and  Pruffta,  but  even  folicited  the  court 
of  France  to  receive  him  among  the  number  of  its 
dependents;  for,  on  the  i8ih  day  of  O£lober,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  Due  de  Deuxponts  delivered  at  Verfailles, 
in  the  name  of  the  landgrave,  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
founded  on  the  following  conditions.  The  landgrave, 
after  having  exprefTed  an  ardent  defire  of  attaching 
himfelf  wholly  to  France,  propofed  thefe  articles : 
That  he  fhould  enter  into  no  engagement  againft  the 
king  and  his  allies  ;  and  give  no  afliftnnce,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  the  enemies  of  his  majefry  and  his  allies: 
That  he  fhould  never  give  his  vote-,  in  the  general  or 
particular  aflemblies  of  the  empire,  againft  his  vnajefty's 
intereft  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  employ  his  intereft, 
jointly  with  France,  to  quiet  the  troubles  of  the  em 
pire  :  That,  for  this  end,  his  troops,  which  had  ferved 
in  the  Hanoverian  army,  fhould  engage  in  ths  fervico 
of  France,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  not  a 61  in  the 
prefent  war  againft  his  Britannic  majefty:  That,  im 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  his  moil 
chriftian  majefty  fhould  reftore  the  dominions  of  the 
landgrave  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  when 
fubdued  by  the  French  forces  :  That  thefe  dominions 
fhould  be  exempted  from  all  further  contributions,  ei 
ther  in  money,  corn,  forag?,  wood,  or  cattle,  though 
already  impofcd  on  the  fubjects  of  Heffe  ;  and  the 
French  troops  pay  for  all  the  provifion  with  which  they 
might  be  fupplied  ;  in  which  cafe  the  landgrave  fhould 
exact  no  toll  for  warlike  ftores,  provifions,  or  other 
articles  of  that  nature,  which  might  pafs  through  his 
dominions:  That  the  king  of  France  fhould  guarantee 
all  his  eftates,  all  the  rights  of  the  houfe  of  Hefle-CaflVl, 
particularly  the  acT:  of  afiu ranee  fignec!  by  his  fon,  the 
hereditary  prince,  with  regard  to  religion  ;  ufe  his  in 
tereft  with  the  emperor  and  the  emprefs-queen  ;  that, 
in  confideration  of  the  immenfe  loffes  and  damages  his 
moft  ferene  highnefs  nad  fuffered  iince  th?  French  in 
vaded  his  country,  and  of  the  great  fums  he  fhould  lofe 
with  England  in  arrears  and  fubfidics  by  this  accom 
modation,  he  might  be  excufed  from  furnifhing  his 
contingent  to  the  army  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  from 
paying  the  Roman  months  granted  by  the  diet  of  the 
empire  ;  and  if,  in  refentment  of  this  convention,  the 
ftates  of  his  ferene  highnefs  fhould  be  attacked,  his 
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BOOK  mofl;  chriftian  majefly  fhould  afford  the  moftfpecdy  and 
^  '  effectual  fuccours.  Thefe  propofals  will  fpeak  for 
""Y"0  themfelves  to  the  reader's  apprchenfion  ;  and,  if  he  is 
175  '  not  blinded  by  the  darkcft  miftsof  prejudice,  exhibit  a 
clear  and  diftinft  idea  of  a  genuine  German  ally.  The 
landgrave  of  Heflc-C.  fTel  ~bad  been  fed  with  the  good 
thin2S  of  England,  even  in  time  of  peace,  when  his 
friencifhip  could  not  avail,  nor  his  averfion  prejudice 
the  intereftsof  Great  Britain:  But  he  was  retained  in 
that  feafon  of  tranquillity  as  a  friend,  on  whofe  fer- 
viccs  the  moil  implicit  dependence  might  be  placed  in 
any  future  ftorm  or  commotion.  How  far  he  merited 
this  confidence  and  favour  might  have  been  determined 
by  reflecting  on  his  conduct  during  the  former  war  :  In 
the  courfe  of  which  his  troops  were  hired  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  his  enemies  alternately,  as  the 
fcale  of  convenience  happened  to  preponderate.  Since 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  troubles,  he  had 
acted  as  a  mercenary  to  Great  Britain,  although  he 
was  a  principal  in  the  difpute,  and  flood  connected  with 
her  defigns  by  folemn  treaty,  as  well  as  by  all  the  ties 
of  gratitude  and  honour  :  But  now  that  the  caufe  of 
Hanover  feemed  to  be  on  the  decline,  and  his  own  do 
minions  had  fuffered  by  the  fate  of  the  war,  he  not  only 
appeared  willing  to  abandon  his  benefactor  and  ally, 
but  even  fued  to  be  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  his  adver- 
fary.  This  intended  defection  was,  however,  pre 
vented  by  a  fuddcn  turn  of  fortune,  which  he  could  not 
poflibly  forefee  ;  and  his  troops  continued  to  a<5r.  in 
conjunction  with  the  Hanoverians. 

The  landgrave  of  Hefle-CafTel  was  not  fingular  in 
making  fuch  advances  to  the  French  monarch.  The 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  flill  more  nearly  connected  with 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  ufed  fuch  uncommon  expe 
dition  in  detaching  himfelf  from  the  tottering  fortune 
of  Hanover,  that  in  ten  days  after  the  convention  of 
Cloflei-Seven,  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles  ;  fo  that  the  negocia- 
tion  mufl  have  been  begun  before  that  convention  took 
place.  On  the  2oth  day  of  September,  his  miniiler 
at  Vienna,  by  virtue  of  full  powers  from  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  accepted  and  figned  the  conditions  which 
the  French  king  and  his  Auflrian  ally  thought  proper 
to  irnnofe.  Thefe  imported,  That  his  moil  chriftian 
majefty  fhould  keep  poflefllorf  cf  the  cities  of  Brunf 
wick  and  Wolfenbuttel  during  the  war,  and  make  ufe 
cf  the  artillery,  arms,  and  military  {lores  depofited  in 
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their  arfenals  :  That  the  duke's  forces,  on  their  return  c  H  A  *'• 
from  the   camp  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  fhould  be  •  . 

di (banded  and  difarmed  ;  and  take  an  oath,  that  they  *7C" 
fhould  not,  during  the  prefcnt  war,  ferve  againfl  the 
king  or  his  allies  :  That  the  duke  fhoulu  be  permitted 
to  maintain  a  battalion  of  foot,  and  two  fquadrons  of 
horfe,  for  the  guard  of  his  perfon  and  caftles  ;  but  the 
regulations  made  by  the  marefchal  Richelieu  and  the 
intendant  of  his  army  fhould  fubfift  on  their  prefent 
footing  :  That  the  duke  fhould  furnifh  his  contingent 
in  money  and  troops,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  em 
pire  :  That  his  forces  fhould  immediately  join  thofe 
which  the  Germanic  body  had  afTembled  ;  and  that  he 
Ihould  order  his  minifter  at  Ratifbon  to  vote  conforma 
bly  to  the  refolutions  of  the  diet,  approved  and  con 
firmed  by  the  emperor.  In  consideration  of  all  thefc 
concelfions,  the  duke  was  reftored  to  the  favour  of  the 
French  kins;,  who  gracioufly  promifed,  that  neither  his 
revenues  nor  his  treafure  fhould  be  touched,  nor  the 
adminiftration.  of  juftice  invaded  ;  and  that  nothing 
further  fhould  be  demanded,  but  winter-quarters  for 
the  regiments  which  fhould  pafs  that  feafon  in  the  coun 
try  of  JBrunfwick.  How  fcrupuloufly  foever  the  duke 
might  have  intended  to  obferve  the  articles  of  this  trea 
ty,  his  intentions  were  fruftrated  by  the  conduct  of  his 
brother  prince  Ferdinand,  who,  being  inverted  with 
the  command  of  the  Hanoverian  army,  and  ordered  to 
refume  the  operations  of  war  againft  the  enemy,  detain 
ed  the  troops  of  Brunfwick,  as  well  as  his  nephew  the 
hereditary  prince,  notwithftanding  the  treaty  which  his 
brother  had  figned,  and  the  injunctions  which  he  had 
laid  upon  his  fon  to  quit  the  army,  and  make  a  tour  to 
Holland.  The  duke  wrote  an  expoftulatory  letter  to 
prince  Ferdinand,  pathetically  complaining  that  he  had 
feduced  his  troops,  decoyed  his  fon,  and  difgraced  his 
family  j  infifting  upon  the  prince's  purfuing  his  jour 
ney,  as  well  as  upon  the  return  of  the  troops  ;  and 
threatening,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  to  ufe  other 
means  that  fhould  be  more  effedtualf.  Notwlthftand- 

f  Tranflation  of  the  letter  written  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  to  his 
brother  prince  Ferdinand : 

"    S   I    R, 

"  I  know  you  too  well  to  doubt  that  the  fitnation  in  which  we  ftand 
at  prefent,  withrefpe&  to  each  other,  gives  you  abundance  of  uneafinels  ; 
.nor  will  you  doubt  that  it  gives  me  equal  concern  ;  indeed  it  afflicts  me 
greatly.  Mean  while  I  could  never,  my  deareft  brother,  have  believed 
that  you  would  be  the  perfon  who  fhould  carry  away  from  me  my  eldeft 
foa.  I  am  exceedingly  mortified  to  find  myfclf  under  the  hard  necefliry 
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BOOK   !ng  t'njs  warm  remonftrance,  prince  Ferdinand  adhered 

to'his  plan.     Fie  detained  the  troops,  and  the  heredita- 

^^C^  ry  princf,  who,  being  fond   of  the  fervice,  in  a  little 

J75°'     time  fignaiized  himfelf  by   very   extraordinary  a£ts  of 

of  tcling  you    that   this  (rep  is    contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
conftitutiflOa  of  the  empire  ;  and  that,  if  you  perfift  in  it,  you  will  dif- 
vour  fimily,  and  bring  aftainupon  your  country,  which  you  pretend 
to  iVive.     The  hereditary  prir.ce,  my  fon,  was  at  Hamburgh  by  my  order, 
ar)J  you  have  carried  him  to  Stade.     Could  he   diftruft  his    uncle,  an  un- 
clu  who  hath  done  fo   much  honour  to  hi-,  family  ?  Could  he  believe  that 
this  uncle  would  deprive  him  of  liberty ,  a  liberty  never  refufed  to  the  low- 
fit  orficcr  ?     I  ordered    him  to  ir.ake  a  tour  to  Holland  :     Could    not  the 
lowed  officer  h.ive  dune  a*  much  ?  Let  us  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  that  my 
troops,  among  whom  he  f-rved,  were  to  have  ftai'l  with  the  Hanoverians  ; 
would  it  not   have   been  (till   in  my  power  to  give  an  officer  leave  of  ab- 
fente,  or  even  leave  to  refign  his   commillion  ?     And    would  you  hinder 
your  brother,   the  head  of  your    family,  and  of  fuch  a  family  as  our's  to 
cxercife   this  right   with  regard  to  a  fon,   who  is  the  hereditary  prince,  of 
whole  rights  and  prerogatives  you  cannot  be  ignorant  ?  It  is  impoflibleyou 
could  have  conceived    I'uch   defigns,    without  the    fuggeftion  of  others. 
Thofc  who   did   fuggeft  them  have  trampled   on  the  rights  of  nature,  of 
nations,   and  of  the  princes  of  Germany  :   They  have  induced   you  to  add 
to  all  thefe  the  moft  cruel  infult  on  a  brother   whom   you   love,  and    who 
iihvays  loved  you  with    the  warmeft   afteclion.     Would   you   have    your 
brother   lay  his  juft  complaints  againft  you  before  the  whole  empire,  and 
all  Europe  ?  Arc  not  your  proceedings   without  example  ?  What  is  Ger 
many  oecome  ?  What  are  its  princes  become,  and  our  houfein  particular  ? 
Is  it  the  intereft  of   the  two  kings,  the   caufe  of  your    country,  aud  my 
caufe,  that  you  pretend  to  fupport  ? — I  rep  at  it,  brother,  that  this  defign 
could  never  have  been    framed  by     you.      I  again     command   my    fon   to 
purfue  his  journey  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  you  will  give  the  Isait  obftruc- 
tion.     If  you  wnuld   (which  I  pray  God  avert),  I  folemnly  declare,  that 
I  will  net  beconftrained  by  fuch  meafures,   nor  shall  I  ever   forget  what   I 
o\ve  to  myfelf.     As  to  my   troops,    you    may  fe:   what  I  have  written  on 
that  head  to  the  Hanoverian  miniftry.     The  duke  of  Cumberland,  by  the 
convention  of  Clofter- Seven,  dilmifTed  them,  and  fent  them  home  :   The 
laid   miniftry  sruve   me   notice  of  this  convention,  as  a  treaty    bv  which  I 
was  bound.     The  march  of  the  troops  was  fettled  ;  and  an   incident  hap 
pening,  tlitv  halted:   Tint  ohrtacle  b-ir.7    removed,   tV.-y    w. re  to   have 
continued  their  march.     The  court  of  Hanover   will  be  no  longer  bound 
bv  the  convi-nrio;-,   w'.ile  1  not  only   accepted    it  on  their  word,   but  have 
;.!fo,   in  confor/nity   with  tv:cir  inflru&kms,   negociated  at   Verfailles,   and 
.•.t  Vienna.     After  nil  tli-Il-  Treps,  they  would  have  me  conrradic.1  myfelf, 
break  rr,',-  \vord,  and  entirely  ruin  my  eftate,  as  well  as  my  honour.     Did 
you  ever  know  yo  ir  brother  guilty  of  fuch  things  ?  True  it  is,  I  have,  as 
you  lay,   fittrificed  rny  all  ;  or  rather,  I  have  been  facriiiced.     The  only 
tiling  lert  meis  my  honour ;  and  in  the  unhappy  contraft  of  our  fituations, 
I  lament  both  you  and  my-illr",   that  it  fliould    be  from  you,   my  dear  bro 
ther,   I  jhould   rec'.ive  the  cruel    advice  to  give  up  my   honour.     I  cannot 
liden  to  It  j   I  cannot    recede  from    my    promife,     My    troops,  therefore, 
riult  return  home,   a;,-:«-.'ah-ly  to  what  the  iluke  of  Cumberland   and    the 
Hanoverian  irjiniftry  ftipulated,  with  regard  to  me  in  the  ftrongelt  manner. 
'.  am  afiaid    that  the  true  circumftanccs  of  things  areconcealcd  from  you. 
Nor  to  detain  your  ex  p^efs   too   long,   I  ihall  fend  you,   bv  the  poll,   copies 
'"•t  a,l  I  have  written  to  fhe  Hanoverian  miniftry.      It  will  grieve  your  ho- 
ncft  hear  to  read  i  .     Iain,  with  a  heart almofi  broken,  yet   fall  of  tea- 
dern<.-fs  for  you,   yo;ir,   &c. 

•'   Rlaiickenbour-:,  Nov.  ^7,    J757." 
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bravery  and  conduct  ;  and  means  were  found  to  recon-  c  H  •**  y~ 
cile  his  father  to  meafures   that  exprefsly   contradicted  ,j        , 
his  engagements  with   the  courts  of  Vienna   and  Ver-     ^V* 
failles. 

The  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Rofbach,  and  the 
retreat  of  the   Ruffians   from    Pomerania,  had  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire.     The  French 
king  was  foon  obliged  to  abandon  his  conquefts  on  that 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  and    his   threats   founded  no  longer 
terrible  in  the  cars  of  the  Hanoverian  and  Pruffian  allies. 
As  little  formidable  were  the  denunciations  of  the  em 
peror,  who  had,  by  a  decree  of  the  Aulic  council,  com 
municated  to  the   diet  certain   mandates,  iflued  in   the 
month  of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year,  on  pain  of  the 
ban  of  the  empire,  with  avocatory  letters  annexed,  a- 
gainfl  the  king  of  Great    Britain,  elector  of  Hanover, 
and  the  other  princes   acting  in  concert  with    the  king 
of   Pruflia.     The   French  court  likewife    publifhed  a 
virulent  memorial,  after  the  convention  of  Clofter-Se- 
ven  had  been   violated  and  fet  afide,  drawing  an  invi 
dious  parallel  between  the  conduit  of  the  French  king 
and  the  proceedings  of  his  Britannic  majefty;  in  which 
the  latter  is  taxed  with  breach  of  faith,  and  almoft  every 
meannefs  that  could  ftain   the  character  of  a  monarch. 
In  anfwer  to  the  emperor's    decree,  and  this  virulent 
charge,  Baron   Gimmengen,  the  electoral  minifter  of 
Brunfwick-Lunenbourg,  prefented  to  the  diet,  in  No 
vember,  a  long  memorial,  recapitulsting  the  important 
fercices  his  fovereign  had  done  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and    the   ungrateful     returns  he    had    reaped,    in    the 
queen's  refufmg  to  aflift  him,  when  his  dominions  were 
threatened  with  an  invafion.     He  enumerated  many  in- 
flances  in  which  (he  had  aflifted,  encouraged,  and  even 
joined  the   enemies  of  the    electorate,  in   contempt  of 
her  former  engagements,  and    directly   contrary  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  empire.     He  refuted  every  article  of 
the  charge  which  the  French  court  had  brought  againft 
him  in  their  virulent  libel,  retorted  the  imputations  of 
perfidy  and  ambition,    and,  with   refpect  to    France, 
juftified  every  particular  of  his  own  conduct. 

While  the  French  and   Hanoverian  armies  remained  Operation? 
in  their  winter-quarters,  the  former  at  Zell,  and  the  latter  °fthe, 

T  .  *  ,.  .  j  French  and 

at  Lunenbourg,  divers  petty  enterprizes  were  executed  Hanove- 
by  detachments,  with  various  fuccefs.     The   Hanove-  rian?. 
rian  general,  Juncheim,  having  taken  poft  at    Halber- 
ftadt  and  Quedlimbourgh,  from   whence  he  made   cx- 
curfions  even  to  the  gates  of  Brunfwick,  and  kept  the 
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BOOK  French  army  in  continual  alarm,  was  vifited  by  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy,  who   compelled  him   to  retire   to 

^--y^*1  Achrrfkbe-n,  committed  ereat  cxceffes  in  the  town  of 
J7S8-  Halberftadt  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  carried  off  ho- 
ftages  for  the  payment  of"  contributions.  General  Har- 
denberg,  another  Hanoverian  officer,  having  diflodged 
the  French  detachments  that  occupied  Burg,  Vogel- 
fack,  and  Ritttrhude,  and  cleared  the  whole  territory 
of  Bremen,  in  the  month  of  January,  the  duke  de  Bro- 
glio  aflembled  a  confiderable  corps  of  troops  that  were 
cantoned  at  Ottcrfburoh,  Rothenburgh,  and  the  adja 
cent  country,  and  advancing  to  Bremen,  demanded  ad 
mittance,  threatening,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  he 
would  have  recourfe  to  extremities,  and  punifti  the  in 
habitants  feverely,  fhould  they  make  the  leaft  oppofl- 
tion.  When  their  deputies  waited  upon  him,  to  deiire 
a  fhort  time  for  deliberation,  he  anfv/ered,  "  Not  a 
"  moment — the  duke  de  Richelieu's  orders  are  peremp- 
"  tory,  and  admit  of  no  delay."  He  accordingly  ordered 
the  cannon  to  advance  ;  the  wall  was  fcaled,  and  the 
gates  would  have  been  forced  open,  had  not  the  magi- 
ftrates,  at  the  earneft  importunity  of  the  people,  rcfolv- 
ed  to  comply  with  his  demand.  A  fecond  deputation 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  the  duke  de  Broglio, 
ilgnifying  their  compliance,  and  the  gates  being  opened, 
he  marched  into  the  city  at  midnight,  after  having  pro- 
mifed  upon  his  honour,  that  no  attempt  fhculd  be  made  to 
the  prejudice  of  its  rights  and  prerogatives,  and  no  out 
rage  offered  to  the  privileges  of  the  regency,  to  the  li 
berty,  religion,  and  commerce  of  the  inhabitants.  This 
conqueft,  however,  was  of  fhort  duration.  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  being  joined  by  a  body  of 
Pruffian  horfe,  under  the  command  of  prince  George 
of  Holflein  Gottorb,  the  whole  army  was  put  in  mo 
tion,  and  advanced  to  the  country  of  Bremen  about  the 
middle  of  February.  The  enemy  were  diflodged  from 
Rothenburgh,  Otterfburg,  and  Verden,  and  they  aban 
doned  the  city  of  Bremen  at  the  approach  of  the  Hano 
verian  general,  who  took  poiTeilioa  of$t  without  oppo- 
fition. 

By  this  time  the  court  of  Verfailles,  being  dirfetis- 
fied  with  the  conduift  of  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  had  re 
called  that  general  from  Germany,  where  his  place  was 
fupplied  by  the  count  de  Clermont,  to  the  general  fatis- 
fadtion  of  the  army,  as  well  as  to  the  joy  of  the  Hano 
verian  fubje£ts,  among;  whom  Richelieu  had  commit 
ted  many  flagrant  and  inhuman  a6ts  of  rapine  and  op- 
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prelJion.  The  new  commander  found  his  matter's  C  H  A  p. 
forces  reduced  to  a  deplorable  condition,  by  the  acci 
dents  of  war,  and  diftemper  arifing  from  hard  duty, 
fevere  weather,  and  the  want  of  neceflaries.  As  he 
could  not  pretend,  with  fuch  a  wretched  remnant,  to 
oppofe  the  defigns  of  prince  Ferdinand  in  the  field,  or 
even  maintain  the  footing  which  his  predcceflbr  had 
gained,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  retiring 
with  all  poflible  expedition  towards  the  Rhine.  As  the 
allies  advanced,  his  troops  retreated  from  their  diftant 
quarters  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  leave  behind  all 
their  fick,  together  with  a  great  part  of  their  baggage 
and  artillery,  befides  a  great  number  of  officers  and 
foldiers,  that  fell  into  the  hands  of  thofe  parties  by 
whom  they  were  purfued.  The  inhabitants  of  Hanover, 
perceiving  the  French  intended  to  abandon  that  city 
were  overwhelmed  with  the  fear  of  being  fubje&ed  to 
every  fpecies  of  violence  and  abufe';  but  their  appre- 
henfions  were  happily  difappointed,  by  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  the  duke  de  Randan,  the  French  governor, 
who  not  only  took  effe&ual  meafures  for  reftraining 
the  foldiers  within  the  bounds  of  the  moft  rigid  dif- 
cipline  and  moderation,  but  likewife  exhibited  a  noble 
proof  of  generofity,  almoft  without  example.  Tnftead 
of  deftroying  his  magazine  of  provifions,  according  to 
the  ufual  practice  of  war,  he  ordered  the  whole  to  be 
either  fold  at  alow  price,  or  diflributed  among  the  poor 
of  the  city,  who  had  been  long  expofed  to  the  horrors 
of  famine  :  An  a£t  of  godlike  humanity,  which  ought 
to  dignify  the  character  of  that  worthy  nobleman  above 
all  the  titles  that  military  fame  can  deferve,  or  erbitra- 
ry  monarchs  beftow.  The  regency  of  Hanover  were  fo 
deeply  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  heroic  behaviour 
on  this  occafion,  that  they  gratefully  acknowledged  it, 
in  a  letter  of  thanks  to  him  and  the  count  de  Clermont; 
and  on  the  day  of  folerrn  thankfgiving  to  heaven,  on 
their  being  delivered  from  their  enemies,  the  clergy  in 
their  fermons  did  not  fail  to  celebrate  and  extol  the  cha 
rity  and  benevolence  of  the  duke  de  Randan.  Such 
glorious  teftimonies,  even  from  enemies,  muft  have 
afforded  the  moft  exquifite  pleafure  to  a  mind  endued 
with  fenfibility  ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  may  be  termed 
one  of  the  faireft  triumphs  of  humanity. 

The  two  grand  diviiions  of  the  French  army,  quar 
tered  at  Zell  and  Hanover,  retired  in  good  order  to 
Hamelen,  where  they  collected  all  their  troops,  except 
thofe  that  were  left  in  Hoya,  and  about  four  thoufand 
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BOOK  men  placed  in  garrifon  at  Minclen,  to  retard  the  opera 
tions  of  the  combined  army.  Towards  the  latter  end 

v^^v^k>'  of  February,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  having 
received  intelligence  that  the  count  de  Chabot  was 
ported  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  at  Hoya,  up 
on  the  Wefer,  detached  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunf 
wick,  with  four  battalions,  and  fome  light  troops  and 
<!ra'roons,  to  diflodge  them  from  that  neighbourhood. 
This  enterprize  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  intrepi 
dity.  The  hereditary  prince  pafled  the  Wefer  at  Bre 
men  with  part  of  his  detachment,  while  the  reft  ad 
vanced  on  this  fide  of  the  river  ;  and  the  enemy,  being 
attacked  in  front  and  rear,  were  in  a  little  time  forced, 
and  thrown  into  confufion.  The  bridge  being  aban 
doned,  and  near  feven  hundred  men  taken  prifoners, 
the  count  de  Chabot  threw  himfelf,  with  two  battalions, 
into  the  caftle,  where  he  refolved  to  fupport  himfelf,  in 
hope  of  being  relieved.  The  regiment  of  Bretagne, 
ajid  fome  detachments  of  dragoons,  were  actually  on  the 
march  to  his  alfiftance.  The  hereditary  prince  being 
made  acquainted  with  this  circumftance,  being  alfo  de- 
flitute  of  heavy  artillery  to  befiege  the  place  in  form, 
and  taking  it  for  granted  he  ihould  not  be  able  to  main 
tain  the  port  after  it  might  be  taken,  he  liftened  to  the 
terms  of  capitulation  propofed  by  the  French  general, 
whofe  garrifon  was  furFered  to  march  out  with  the  ho 
nours  of  war  ;  but  their  cannon,  ftores,  and  ammunition 
were  furrendered  to  the  victor.  This  was  the  nrft  ex 
ploit  of  the  hereditary  prince,  whofe  valour  and  activi 
ty,  on  many  fubfequent  occafions,  (hone  with  diftin- 
guifhed  luftre.  He  had  no  fooner  reduced  Hoya,  than 
he  marched  on  the  attack  of  Minden,  which  he  inverted 

fvtr.c'h        on  the  fth  day  of  March,  and  on  the  I4th  the  garrifon 

irivjuout  furrendered  at  difcretion,  After  the  reduction  of  the  ci 
ty,  the  combined  army  advanced  towards  Hamelen, 
where  the  French  general  had  cftablifhed  his  head 
quarters  ;  but  he  abandoned  them  at  the  approach  of  the 
allies,  and  leaving  behind  all  his  fick  and  wounded, 
with  part  of  his  magazines,  retired  without  halting  to 
Paderborn,  and  from  thence  to  the  Rhine,  recalling 
in  his  march  the  troops  that  were  in  Ernbden,  Caflel, 
and  the  landgraviate  of  HefTe,  all  which  places  were 
now  evacuated.  They  were  terribly  harajled  in  their 
retreat  by  the  Piuffian  huffars,  and  a  body  of  light  horfe, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Hanoverbn  hunters,  who 
took  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  together  with  many 
baggage-waggons,  and  fome  artillery.  Such  was  the 
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precipitation  of  the  enemy's  retreat,  that  they  could  CHAP. 
not  find  time  to  deftroyall  their  magazines  of  provifion 
and  forage  ;  and  even  forgot  to  call  in  the  garrifon  of  V-^V*^ 
Vechte,  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Diep-  17^ 
holt,  who  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  and  here  was 
found  a  complete  train  ofbattering  cannon  and  mortars. 
The  count  de  Clermont,  having  reached  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  diftributed  his  forces  into  quarters  of  can 
tonment  in  Wefel  and  the  adjoining  country,  while 
prince  Ferdinand  cantoned  the  allied  army  in  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Munfter  :  Here,  however,  he  did  not  long  re 
main  inactive.  In  the  latter  end  of  May,  he  ordered  a 
detachment  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  Duyfburg,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Scheither,  who  executed  his  order 
without  lofs,  defeated  three  battalions  of  the  enemy,  and 
took  five  pieces  of  cannon.  In  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  whole  army  patted  the  Rhine,  on  a  bridge  conftrucl:- 
ed  for  the  occafion,  defeated  a  body  of  French  cavalry, 
and  obtained  divers  other  advantages  in  their  march  to 
wards  Wefel.  Kaiferfworth  was  furprifed,  the  greater 
part  of  the  garrifon  either  killed  or  taken  ;  and  prince 
Ferdinand  began  to  make  preparations  for  the  fiege  of 
Dufleldorp.  In  the  mean  time,  the  count  de  Clermont, 
being  unable  to  flop  the  rapidity  of  his  progrefs,  was 
obliged  to  fecure  his  troops  with  ftrong  entrenchments, 
until  he  fhould  be  properly  reinforced. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  though  equally  mortified 
and  confounded  at  the  turn  of  their  affairs  in  Germany, 
did  not  fit  tamely  and  behold  this  reverfe  ;  but  exerted 
their  ufual  fpirit  and  expedition  in  retrieving  the  lofTes 
they  had  fuftained.  They  afiembled  a  body  of  troops  at 
Hanau,  under  the  direction  of  the  prince  de  Scubife, 
who,  it  was  faid,  had  received  orders  to  penetrate,  by 
the  way  of  Donawert,  Ingoldftadt,  and  Arnberg,  into 
Bohemia.  In  the  mean  time,  reinforcements  daily  ar 
rived  in  the  camp  of  the  count  de  Clermont  ;  and  as  re 
peated  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  want  of  difcip- 
line  and  fubordination  in  that  army,  meafures  were  ta 
ken  for  reforming  the  troops  by  feverity  and  example. 
The  marefchal  duke  de  Belleifle,  who  now  acted  as  fe- 
cretary  at  war  with  uncommon  ability,  wrote  a  letter, 
directed  to  all  the  colonels  of  infantry,  threatening  them, 
in  the  king's  name,  with  the  lofs  of  their  regiments, 
ihouldthey  connive  any  longer  at  the  fcandalous  prac 
tice  of  buying  commiflioners:  Anabufe  which  had  crept 
into  the  fervice  under  various  pretexts,  to  the  difcou- 
ragement  of  merit,  the  relaxation  of  difcipline,  and  the 
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BOOK  total  extinction   of  laudable  emulation.  The  prince   of 
'  Clermont  having  quitted  his  ftrong  camp  at  Rhinefeldt, 


retired  to  Nuys,  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  and  de- 
1751  tachsd  a  confiderable  corps,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  St.  Germain,  to  take  poft  at  Crevelt,  fituated 
in  a  plain  between  his  army  and  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
which  fronted  the  town  of  Meurs.  After  feveral  mo 
tions  on  both  fides,  prince  Ferdinand  refolved  to  attack 
the  enemy,  and  forthwith  made  a  difpofition  for  this 
purpofe.  He  afligned  the  command  of  the  whole  left 
wing,  confifting  of  eighteen  battalions  and  twenty-eight 
fqu?.drons,  to  lieutenant-general  Sporcken  :  The  con- 
duel  of  the  right  wing,  compofed  of  fixteen  battalions 
and  fourteen  fquadrons,  was  entrufted  to  the  hereditary 
prince  and  major-general  Wangenheim  ;  the  fquadrons, 
with  the  addition  of  t\vo  regiments  of  Prufllan  dragoons, 
were  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  prince  of 
Holftein,  while  the  hereditary  prince  commanded  the 
infantry.  The  light  troops,  confifting  of  five  fquadrons 
of  hufiars,  were  divided  between  the  prince  of  Holftein 
and  lieutenant-general  Sporcken.  Major  Luckner's 
fquadron,  together  with  Scheither's  corps,  were  order 
ed  to  obferve  the  of  the  enemy's  right,  and  with  this 
view  were  pofted  in  the  village  of  Papendeick  ;  and  a 
Battle  of  battalion  of  the  troops  of  Wolftnbuttel  were  left  in  the 
Crevelt.  town  Hulfte,  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  army.  Prince 
Ferdinand's  defign  was  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  left 
flank  ;  but  the  execution  was  rendered  extremely  diffi 
cult  by  the  woods  and  ditches  that  embarrafled  the  route, 
and  the  numerous  ditches  that  interfered  this  part  of 
the  country.  On  the  23d  day  of  June,  at  four  in  the 
morning,  the  army  began  to  move  ;  the  right  advanc 
ing  in  two  columns  as  far  as  St.  Anthony,  and  the  left 
marching  up  within  half  a  league  of  Crevelt.  The 
prince  having  viewed  the  pofition  of  the  enemy  from 
the  fteeple  of  St.  Anthony,  procured  guides,  and  having 
received  all  the  neceffary  hints  of  information,  proceed 
ed  to  the  right,  in  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  left 
flank  by  the  village  of  Worft  and  Anrath  ;  but,  in  or 
der  to  divide  their  attention,  and  keep  them  in  fufpencc 
with  refpeir.  to  the  nature  of  his  principal  attack,  he  di 
rected  the  generals  Sporcken  and  Oberg  to  advance  a- 
gainft  them  by  the  way  of  Crevelt  and  St.  Anthony  ; 
and,  in  particular,  to  make  the  moft  of  their  artillery, 
that,  being  employed  in  three  different  places  at  once, 
they  might  be  prevented  from  fending  any  reinforce 
ment  to  the  left,  where  the  chief  attack  was  intended. 
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Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  prince  Ferdinand,  put-  CHAP, 
ting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  right  . 
wing,  continued  his  march  in  two  columns  to  the  vil-  V-*'"Y"*-' 
lage  of  Anrath,  where -he  fell  in  with  an  advanced  par 
ty  of  the  French,  which,  after  a  few  difcharges  of  muf- 
quetry,  retired  to  their  camp,  and  gave  the  alarm.  In 
the  mean  time,  both  armies  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  j  the  troops  of  the  allies  in  the  plain  between  the 
villages  of  Anrath  and  Willich,  oppofite  to  the  French 
forces,  whofe  left  was  covered  with  a  wood.  The  ac 
tion  began  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  fevere 
cannonading  on  the  part  of  prince  Ferdinand,  which, 
though  well  fupported,  proved  ineffectual  in  drawing 
the  enemy  from  their  cover.  He,  therefore,  determi 
ned  to  diflodge  them  from  the  wood  by  dint  of  fmall 
arms.  The  hereditary  prince  immediately  advanced 
with  the  whole  front,  and  a  very  obftinate  a£bon  enfued. 
Mean  while,  the  cavalry  on  the  right,  in  vain  attempt 
ed  to  penetrate  the  wood  on  the  other  fide,  where  the 
enemy  had  raifed  two  batteries,  which  were  fuftained 
by  forty  fquadrons  of  horfe.  After  a  terrible  fire  had 
been  maintained  on  both  fides,  till  five  in  the  afternoon, 
the  grenadiers  forced  the  entrenchments  in  the  wood, 
which  were  lined  by  the  French  infantry.  Thefe  giv 
ing  way  abandoned  the  wood  in  the  utmoft  diforder  ;  French  <je 
but  the  purfuit  was  checked  by  the  conduct  and  refolu-  feated. 
tionofthe  enemy's  cavalry,  which,  notwithstanding  a 
dreadful  fire  from  the  artillery  of  the  allies,  maintained 
their  ground,  and  covered  the  foot  in  their  retreat  to 
Nuys.  Thefuccefs  of  the  day  was,  in  a  good  meafure, 
owing  to  the  artillery  on  the  left  and  in  the  centre,  with 
which  the  generals  Sporcken  and  Oberg  had  done  great 
execution,  and  employed  the  attention  of  the  enemy  on 
that  fide,  while  prince  Ferdinand  profecuted  his  attack 
on  the  other  quarter.  It  muft  be  owned,  however,  that 
their  right  wing  and  centre  retired  in  great  order  to 
Nuys,  though  the  left  was  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of 
fome  ftandards,  colours,  and  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fix 
thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners*. 
This  victory,  however,  which  coft  the  allies  about 
fifteen  hundred  men,  was  not  at  all  decifive  in  its  con- 

*  Among  the  French  officers  who  loft  their  lives  in  this  engagement 
was  the  count  de  Gifors,  only  fon  of  the  marefchal  duke  de  Belleifle, 
and  laft  hope  of"  that  illuftrious  family  j  a  young  nobleman  of  extraordina 
ry  accomplifhments,  who  finished  a  ftioit  life  of  honour  in  the  embrace  of 
military  glory,  and  fell  gallantly  righting  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment, 
to  the  inexprelfible  grief  of  his  aged  father,  and  the  uoiverfal  regret  of  his 
country. 
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BOOK  fequences  ;  and,  indeed,  the  plan  feemed  only  calculat- 
ed  to  difplay  the  enterprifing  genius  of  the  Hanoverian 
general.  True  it  is,  the  French  army  took  refuge  un- 
der  the  cannon  of  Gologn,  where  they  remained,  with 
out  hazarding  any  ftep  for  the  relief  of  DofTeldorp,  which 
prince  Ferdinand  immediately  inverted,  and  in  a  few 
days  reduced,  the  garrifon  being  allowed  to  march  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  on  condition  that  they  {hould 
not,  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  carry,  arms  againft  the 
allies. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  count  de  Clermont  refigned 
his  command,  which  was  conferred  upon  M.  de  Con- 
tades,  and  the  French  army  was  confiderably  reinforced. 
He  even  threatened  to  attack  prince  Ferdinand  in  his 
turn,  and  made  feme  motions  with  that  defign,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  little  river  Erff,  behind  which  the 
prince  refolvedto  lie  quiet,  until  he  fhould  be  joined  by 
the  body  of  Britifh  troops  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  the  firft  divifion  of  which  had 
juft  landed  at  Embden.  He  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
prince  of  Yfenbourg  at  the  head  of  the  Heflian  troops, 
•would  find  employment  for  the  prince  de  Soubife,  who 
had  marched  from  Hatiau,  with  a  defign  to  penetrate 
into  the  landgraviate  of  HefTe-CafTel :  His  vanguard 
had  been  already  furprifed  and  defeated  by  the  militia 
of  the  country  ;  and  the  prince  of  Yfenbourg  was  at 
the  head  of  aconfiderable  body  of  regular  force?,  afiem- 
bled  to  oppofe  his  further  progrefs.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
therefore,  hoped,  that  the  operations  of  the  French 
general  would  be  efFcclualiy  impeded,  until  he  himfelf, 
being  joined  by  the  Britifti  troops,  fhould  be  in  a  con 
dition  to  pafs  the  Meufe,  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into 
the  enemy's  country,  thus  make  a  divtrfion  from  the 
Rhine,  and  perhaps  oblige  the  prince  de  Soubife  to 
come  to  the  PiIi'Tance  of  the  principal  French  army, 
command:  d  by  M.  de  Coutades.  He  had  formed  a 
plan  which  would  have  anfwered  thefe  purpofes  effec 
tually,  and,  in  execution  of  it,  marched  to  Ruremond 
on  the  Maefe,  when  his  meafures  were  totally  difcon- 
certed  by  a  variety  of  incidents  which  he  could  not 
forefee.  The  prince  of  Yfenbourg  was,  on  the  23d 
dr.y  of  July,  defeated  at  Sangarfhaufen,  by  the  duke 
de  Broglio,  whom  the  prince  de  Soubife  had  detached 
agaii.fr,  him  with  a  number  of  troops,  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  which  the  Hcffian  general  commanded.  The 
duke  de  Broglio,  who  commanded  the  corps  that  form 
ed  the  vanguard  of  Soubife's  army,  having  learned  at 
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Caflel,  that  the  Heflian  troops,  under  the  prince  CHAP. 
of  Yfenbourg,  were  retired  towards  Munden,  he  ad 
vanced,  on  the  23d  of  July,  with  a  body  of  eight  thou-  ^^^^ 
fand  men,  to  the  village  of  Sangarfhaufen,  where  he  pr^e  of 
found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  forthwith  Yfenbourg 
made  a  difpofition  for  the  attack.  At  firft,  his  cavalry  d^e^-i  by 
were  repulfed  by  the  He/Han  horfe,  which  charged  the  ^ogiio? 
French  infantry,  and  were  broke  in  their  turn.  The 
He/Iians,  though  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  the  ene 
my,  made  a  very  obftinate  refiftance,  by  favour  of  a 
rock  in  the  Fulde  that  covered  their  right,  and  a  wood 
by  which  their  left  was  fecured.  The  difpute  was  fo 
obftinate,  that  the  enemy's  left  was  obliged  to  give 
ground,  but  the  duke  de  Broglio  ordering  a  frefh  corps 
to  advance,  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  Hef- 
fians,  overpowered  by  numbers,  gave  way;  part  plung 
ed  into  the  river,  where  many  perifhed,  and  part  threw 
themfelves  into  the  wood,  through  which  they  efcaped 
from  the  purfuit  of  the  buffers,  v/ho  took  above  two 
hundred  foldiers  and  fifty  officers,  iucluding  the  count 
de  Canitz,  who  was  fecond  in  command.  They  like- 
wife  found  on  the  field  of  battle  feven  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  eight  at  Munden:  But  the  carnage  was  pretty 
confiderable,  and  nearly  equal  on  both  fides.  The 
number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  on  the  fide  of  the 
French,  exceeded  two  thoufand  ;  the  lofs  of  the  Hef- 
fians  was  not  fo  great.  The  prince  of  Yfenbourg  hav 
ing  collected  the  remains  of  his  little  army,  took  pofl  at 
Eimbeck,  where  he  foon  was  reinforced,  and  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  men:  But,  in 
confequence  of  this  advantage,  the  enemy  became  ma- 
fters  of  the  Wcfer,  and  opened  to  themfelves  a  free 
paflage  into  Weftphalia. 

The  progrefs   of  prince  Ferdinand    upon  the  Maefe  The  French 
had  been  retarded  by  a  long  fucceffion  of  heavy  rains,  gainec  other 
which  broke  up  the  roads,  and  rendered  the   country  advantages, 
impa/Table;    and  now  the   certain  information  of  this 
unlucky  check  left  him  no  alternative  but  a  battle,  or  a 
retreat  acrofs  the  Rhine  :  The  firft  was  carefully  avoid 
ed  by  the  enemy  ;  the   latter    refolution,   therefore,  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  to  embrace.     In  his  pre- 
fent  pofition,  he  was  hampered  by  the  French  army  on 
one  wing,  on  the  other  by  the  fortrefs  of  Gueldres,  the 
garrifon  of  which  had  been  lately  reinforced,  as  well  as 
by  divers  other  pofts,  capable  of  obftrudaing  the   con 
voys  and    fubfiftence  of  the  combined  army  :     Befides, 
he  had  rcafon  to  apprehend  that   the  prince  de  Soubife 
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BOOK  would  endeavour  to  intercept  the  Britifh  troops  in  their 
.\  march  from  Embden.     Induced  by  thefe  confiderations, 

^*V^  he  determined  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  after  having  offered 
17581  battle  to  the  enemy,  and  made  feveral  motions  for  thaj: 
purpofe.  Finding  them  averfe  to  an  engagement,  he 
made  his  difpofitions  for  forcing  the  ftrong  pafs  of 
Wachtendonck,  an  ifland  furrounded  by  the  Niers,  of 
very  difficult  approach,  and  fituated  exactly  in  his  route 
to  the  Rhine.  This  fervice  was  performed  by  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who,  pereeived  the 
enemy  had  drawn  up  the  bridge,  rufhed  into  the  river 
at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  who  drove  them  away 
with  their  bayonets,  and  cleared  the  bridges  for  the 
paflage  of  the  army  towards  Rhinebergen.  At  this 
place,  prince  Ferdinand  received  intelligence  that  M. 
de  Chevert,  reputed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in  the 
French  fervice,  had  pafTed  the  Lippe  with  fourteen  bat 
talions  and  feveral  fquadrons,  to  join  the  garrifon  of 
Wefel,  and  fall  upon  lieutenant-general  ImhofF,  who 
commanded  a  detached  corps  of  the  combined  army  at 
Meer,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  guard  the  bridge 
which  the  prince  had  thrown  over  the  Rhine  at  Rees. 
His  ferene  highnefs  was  extremely  defirous  of  fending 
fuccours  to  general  ImhofF;  but  the  troops  were  too 
much  fatigued  to  begin  another  march  before  morning  ; 
and  the  Rhine  had  overflowed  its  banks  in  fuch  a  man 
ner  as  to  render  the  bridge  at  Rees  impaflable,  fo  that 
M.  ImhofF  was  left  to  the  refources  of  his  own  conduct, 
and  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  coniifting  of  fix  batta 
lions  and  four  fquadrons,  already  weakened  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  different  detachments.  This  general  having 
received  advice,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  pafs  the  Lippe  the  fame  evening  with  a 
confiderable  train  of  artillery,  in  order  to  burn  the 
bridge  at  Rees,  decamped  with  a  view  to  cover  this 
place,  and  join  two  battalions  which  had  pafTed  the 
Rhine  in  boats,  under  the  command  of  general  Zaft- 
row,  who  reinforced  him  accordingly;  but  the  enemy 
not  appearing,  he  concluded  the  information  was  falfe, 
and  refolved  to  refume  his  advantageous  poft  at  Meer. 
Of  this  he  had  no  fooner  repoflefled  himfelf,  than  his 
advanced  guards  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who 
marched  to  the  attack  from  Wefel,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general  de  Chevert,  confiftihg  of  the 
whole  corps  intended  for  the  fiege  of  DufFeldorp%  Im- 
hofF's  front  was  covered  by  coppices  and  ditches,  there 
being  a  rifing  ground  on  his  right,  from  whence  he 
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could  plainly  difcern  the  whole  force  that  advanced  a-  C  H  A  p. 
gainft  him,  together  with  the  manner  of  their  approach. 
Perceiving  them  engaged  in  that  difficult  ground,  he  ^^^ 
ported  one  regiment  in  a  coppice,  with  orders  to  fall  1/58' 
upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  which  appeared  quite 
uncovered  ;  and  as  foon  as  their  fire  began,  advanced 
with  the  reft  of  his  forces  to  attack  them  in  front. 
The  bayonet  was  ufed  on  this  occafion,  and  the  charge 
given  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  refolution,  that,  after 
a  fhort  refiftance,  the  enemy  fell  into  confufion,  and 
fled  towards  Wefel,  leaving  on  the  fpot  eleven  pie&es 
of  cannon,  with  a  great  number  of  waggons  and  other 
carriages  :  Befides  the  killed  and  wounded,  who 
amounted  to  a  pretty  confiderable  number,  the  viclor 
took  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  prifoners,  including 
eleven  officers  ;  whereas,  on  his  part,  the  victory  was 
purchafed  at  a  very  fmall  expence. 

Immediately  after  this  action,  general  Wangenheim 
pafled  the  Rhine  with  feveral  fquadrons  and  battalions, 
to  reinforce  general  IinhofF,  and  enable  him  to  profe- 
cute  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  while  prince  Fer 
dinand  marched  with  the  reft  of  the  army  to  Santen: 
From  thence  he  proceeded  to  Rhineberg,  where  he  in 
tended  to  pafs  ;  but  the  river  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  here,  as  well  as  at  Rees,  the  fhore  was 
inacceffible  ;  fo  that  he  found  it  necefiary  to  march  far 
ther  down  the  river,  and  lay  a  bridge  at  Griethuyzen. 
The  enemy  had  contrived  four  veflels  for  the  deftruclion 
of  this  bridge  ;  but  they  were  all  taken  before  they 
could  put  the  defigninto  execution,  and  the  whole  army 
pafled  on  the  loth  day  of  Auguft,  without  any  lofs  or 
further  interruption.  At  the  fame  time  the  prince 
withdrew  his  garrifon  from  Dufleldorp,  of  which  the 
French  immediately  took  pofleffion.  Immediately  after 
his  paflage  he  received  a  letter  from  tfie  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  acquainting  him  that  the  Britifti  troops  had 
arrived  at  Lingen,  in  their  route  toCoesfeldt:  To 
which  place  general  Imhoff  was  fent  to  receive  them, 
with  a  ftrong  detachment.  Notwithftanding  this  junc 
tion,  the  two  armies  on  the  Rhine  were  fo  equally 
matched,  that  no  ftroke  of  importance  was  ftruck  on 
cither  fide  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign. 
M.  de  Contades,  feeing  no  profpecl:  of  obtaining  the 
leaft  advantage  over  prince  Ferdinand,  detached  prince 
Xaverius  of  Saxony  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  to  the 
prince  de  Soubife,  who  had  taken  pofleffion  of  Gotten- 
gen,  and  feemed  determined  to  attack  the  prince  of 
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BOOK.  Yfenbourg  at  Eimbeck.     That  this  officer  might   bff 
able  to  give  him  a  proper  reception,    prince  Ferdinand 


detached  general  Oberg  with  ten  thoufand  men  to  Lip- 
ftadf,  from  whence,  fliould  occafion  require,  they  might 
continue  their  march,  and  join  the  Hefllans.  The 
whole  body,  when  thus  reinforced,  did  not  exceed 
twenty  thoufand  men,  of  whom  general  Oberg  now 
afTumed  the  command  ;  whereas  the  troops  of  Soubifc 
were  increafed  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand.  The 
allies  had  taken  poft  upon  the  river  Fulde  at  Sanderf- 
haufen,  where  they  hoped  the  French  would  attack 
them  ;  but  the  defign  of  Soubife  was  firft  to  diflodge 
them  from  that  advantageous  fituation.  With  this 
view,  he  made  a  motion,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  turn 
the  camp  of  the  allies  by  the  road  of  Munden.  In  or 
der  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this  fuppofed  defign, 
general  Oberg  decamped  on  the  loth  of  October,  and, 
patting  by  the  village  of  Landwernhagen,  advanced  to 
wards  Luttenberg,  where,  underftanding  the  enemy 
were  at  his  heels,  he  forthwith  formed  his  troops  in  or 
der  of  battle,  his  right  to  the  Fulde,  and  his  left  extend 
ing  to  a  thicket  upon  an  eminence,  where  he  planted 
five  field  pieces.  The  cavalry  fupported  the  wings  in 
a  third  line,  the  village  of  Luttenberg  was  in  the  rear, 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted  on  a  rifing 
ground  that  flanked  this  village.  Tha  French  having 
like  wife  pafTed  Landwernhagen,  ported  their  left  to 
wards  the  Fulde,  their  right  extending  far  beyond  the 
left  of  the  allies,  and  their  front  being  ftrengthened  with 
above  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  At  four  in  the  after 
noon  the  enemy  began  the  battle  with  a  fevere  cannon 
ading,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  firft  line  of  their  infan 
try  attacked  major-general  Zaftrow,  who  was  pofted 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  allies.  This  body  of  the  French 
was  repulfed  ;  but  in  the  fame  moment,  a  confiderablc 
line  of  cavalry  advancing,  charged  the  allies  in  front 
and  flank.  Thefe  were  fupported  by  a  frefti  body  of 
infantry  with  car\non,  which,  after  a  warm  difpute, 
obliged  the  confederates  to  give  way;  and  general 
Oberg,  in  order  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  made  a  dif- 
pofition  for  a  retreat,  which  was  performed  in  tolerable 
order  ;  not  but  that  he  fuffered  greatly,  in  pafllng 
through  a  defile,  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon, 
which  was  brought  up,  and  managed  under  the  direction 
of  the  duke  r*e  Broglio.  Having  marched  through 
Munden,  by  midnight,  the  retiring  army  lay  till  morn 
ing  under  arms  in  the  little  plain  near  Grupen,  on  the 
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other  fide  of  the  Wefer  ;  but  at  day-break  profecuted  CHAP, 
their  march,  -after  having  withdrawn  the  garrifon  from 
Munden,  until  they  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gunterfheim,  where  they  encamped.  In  this  engage 
ment  general  Obergloft  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  his 
artillery,  bagaage,  and  ammunition.  He  was  ob 
liged  to  abandon  a  magazine  of  hay  and  {{raw  at  Mun- 
den,  and  leave  part  of  his  wounded  men  in  that  place 
to  the  humanity  of  the  victor.  But,  after  all,  the 
French  general  reaped  very  little  advantage  from  this 
victory. 

By  this  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  retired  into 
Weftphalia,  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Munfter, 
while  M.  Contades  encamped  near  Ham  upon  the 
Lippe:  So  that,  although  he  had  obliged  the  French 
army  to  evacuate  Hanover  and  Hefle  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  when  they  were  weakened  by  death  and 
diftemper,  and  even  driven  them  beyond  the  Rhine, 
where  they  fuftained  a  defeat  ;  yet  they  were  foon  put 
in  a  condition  to  baffle  all  his  future  endeavours,  and 
penetrate  again  into  Weftphalia,  where  they  eftablifhed 
their  winter-quarters,  extending  themfclves  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  command  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine 
on  both  fides,  while  the  allies  were  difpofed  intheland- 
graviate  of  Heflfc-Caflel,  and  in  thebifhopricsof  Mun 
fter,  Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim.  The  Britifh  troops 
had  joined  them  fo  late  in  the  feafon,  that  they  had  no 
opportunity  to  fignalize  themfelves  in  the  field  ;  yet 
the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  which  they  had  fcverely 
felt,  proved  fatal  to  their  commander,  the  duke  of 
Marlborouwh,  who  died  of  a  dyfentery  at  Munfter, 
univerfally  lamented. 

Having  thus  particularifed  the  operations  of  the.allied  Operations 
army  fince  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  we  °* the  ^lns 

n     11  i  ^.L     n.  r     L       i  •  «o*  rruma. 

fhall  now  endeavour  to  trace  the  fteps  of  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  from  the  period  at  which  his  army  was  aflem- 
bled  for  action.  Having  collected, his  force  as  foon  as 
the  feafon  would  permit,  he  undertook  the  fiege  of 
Schweidnitz  in  form,  on  the  2ift  day  of  March  ;  and 
carried  on  his  operations  with  fuch  vigour,  that,  in 
thirteen  days  the  garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifon- 
ers  of  war,  after  having  loft  one  half  of  their  number 
in  the  defence  of  the  place.  While  one  part  of  his 
troops  were  engaged  in  this  fervice,  he  hirr.felf,  at  the 
head  of  another,  advanced  to  the  eaftern  frontier  of 
Bohemia,  and  fent  a  detachment  as  far  as  Trautenaw, 
garrifoned  by  a  body  of  Auftrians,  who,  after  an  ob- 
VOL.  III.  2  T 
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BOOK  ftjnate  refiftance,  abandoned  the  place,  and   retreated 
,  towards  their  grand  army.     By  this  fuccefs  he  opened 

to  himfelf  a  way  into  Bohemia,  by  which  he  poured  in 
detachments  of  light  troops,  to  raife  contributions,  and 
harafs  the  out-pofts  of  the  enemy.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  baron  de  la  Mothe  Fouquet  marched  with  another 
body  againft  the  Auftrian  general  Jahnus,  pofted  in  the 
county  of  Glatz,  whom  he  obliged  to  abandon  all  the 
ports  he  occupied  in  that  country,  and  purfued  as  far  as 
Nachod,  within  twenty  miles  of  Koningfgratz,  where 
the  grand  Auftrian  army  was  encamped,  under  the 
command  of  marefchal  Daun,  who  had  lately  arrived 
from  Viennaf.  Over  and  above  thefe  excurfions,  the 
king  ordered  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  men  to  be  aflem- 
bled,  to  acl:  nnder  the  command  of  his  brother  prince 
Henry,  an  accomplifhed  warrior,  againft  the  army  of 
the  empire,  which  the  prince  de  Deuxponts,  with  great 
difficulty,  made  a  fhift  to  form  again  near  Bamberg,  in 
Franconia. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  whofe  defigns  were  perhaps 
even  greater  than  he  cared  to  own,  refolved  to  fhift 
the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  penetrate  into  Moravia,  a 
fertile  country,  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  facred 
from  ravage  and  contribution.  Having  formed  an 
army  of  &fty  thoufand  choice  troops,  near  Niefs,  in 
Silefia,  he  divided  them  into  three  columns  ;  the 
£rft  commanded  by  marefchal  Keith,  the  fecond  by  him 
felf  in  perfon,  and  the  third  conduced  by  prince  Mau 
rice  of  Anhault  DefTau.  In  the  latter  end  of  Apri-1 
they  began  their  march  towards  Moravia  ;  and  general 
de  la  Vllle,  who  commanded  a  body  of  troops  in  that 
country,  retired  as  they  advanced,  after  having  thrown 
a  ftrorig  reinforcement  into  Olmutz,  which  the  king 
was  determined  to  befiege.  Had  he  palled  by  this  for- 
trefs,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  well  provided 
for  a  vigorous  defence,  he  might  have  advanced  to  the 
gate?  of  Vienna,  and  reduced  the  emperor  to  the  ne-. 
<£ei7ity  of  fuing  for  peace  on  is  own  terms  ;  but  it 
feems  he  was  unwilling  to  deviate  fo  far  from  the  com-, 
mon  maxims  of  war,  as  to  leave  a  fortified  place  in  the 

•f-  At  this  juncture  the  1'ruffian  commandant  of  Drefden  being  admit- 
^ed  into  Japan  palace,  to  fee  the  curious  porceloine  with  which  it  is  adorn 
ed,  perceivings  door  built  up  ;  and  ordering  the  pafl'ige  to  be  opened,  en- 
terea  a  1  .t^e  apartment,  where  he  found  three  thoufani  tents,  and  other. 
field  utenfils.  Theie  had  been  cone  aled  here  when  the  PrufTians  ftift 
took  pofTc-lfion  of  rh'?  city  :  They  were  immediately  fcizcd  by  the  com- 
aaaiuuntj  and  dilhibuted  among  the  troops  of  prince  Henry's  army. 
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rear;  and,  therefore,  he  determined  to  make  himfelf  CHAP 
mafter  of  it  before  he  (hould  proceed.  For  this  purpofe 
it  was  immediately  invefted  :  Orders  were  iflued  to  " 
haften  up  the  heavy  artillery^  and  marefchal  Keith  was 
appointed  to  fuperintend  and  direct  the  operations  of  the 
fiege.  Meanwhile,  the  Auftrian  commander,  count 
Daun,  being  informed  of  his  Pruflian  majefty's  mo 
tions  and  defignS)  quitted  his  camp  at  LeutomyfTel  in 
Bohemia,  and  entered  Moravia  by  the  way  of  Billa. 
Being  ftill  too  weak  to  encounter  the  Pruflians  in  the 
field,  he  extended  his  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  king's  army,  between  Gewitz  and  Littau,  in  a 
mountainous  fituation^  where  he  ran  little  or  no  rifk  of 
being  attacked.  Here  he  remained  for  fome  time  in 
iquiet,  with  the  fertile  country  of  Bohemia  in  his  rear> 
from  whence  he  drew  plentiful  fupplies^  and  received 
daily  reinforcements.  His  fcheme  was  to  relieve  the 
befieged  occafionally,  to  harafs  the  befiegers,  and  to 
intercept  their  convoys  from  Silefiaj  and  this  fcheme 
fucceeded  to  his  wifla.  Olmutz  is  fo  extenfive  in  its 
works,  and  fo  peculiarly  fituated  on  the  river  Morava* 
that  it  could  not  be  completely  invefted  without  weaken 
ing  the  ports  the  of  befieging  army,  by  extending  them 
to  a  prodigious  circuit  5  fo  that,  in  fome  parts,  they 
were  eafily  forced  by  detachments  in  the  nights,  who 
fell  upon  them  fuddenly,  and  feldom  failed  to  introduce 
into  the  place  fupplies  of  men,  provifionSj  and  ammu 
nition.  T  he  forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city 
having  been  previoufly  deftroyed,  the  Pruflian  horfe 
were  obliged  to  make  excurfions  at  a  great  diftance, 
confequently  expofed  to  fatigue,  and  liable  to  furprize j 
and,  in  a  word,  the  PrufTians  were  not  very  expert  in 
the  art  of  town-taking. 

Count  Daun  knew  how  to  take  advantage  of  thefe 
circumftances,  without  hazarding  a  battle,  to  which 
the  king  provoked  him  in  vain*  While  the  garrifort 
made  repeated  fallies  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  be 
fiegers,  the  Auftrian  general  harafied  their  foraging 
parties,  fell  upon  different  quarters  of  their  army  in 
the  night,  and  kept  them  in  Continual  alarm.  Ne- 
Verthelefs,  the  king  finifhed  his  firft  parallel  ;  and  pro 
ceeded  with  fuch  vigour  as  feemed  to  promife  a  fpeedy 
reduction  of  the  place,  when  his  defign  was  entirely 
fruftrated  by  an  untoward  incident.  Marefchal  Daunj 
having  received  intelligence  that  a  large  convoy  had  fefc 
out  from  Silefia.  for  the  Pruflian  camp,  refolved  td 
feize  this  opportunity  of  compelling  the  king  to  defift 
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BOOK  fmm  his  enterprize.     He  fent  general  Jahnus,  with  3 
'      ftrong  body  of  troops,  towards  Bahrn,  and  another  de- 


tachment  to    Stadtnliebe,  with    inftru&ions    to   attack 
17j8'      the  convoy  on  different  fides;  while  he  himfelf  advanc 
ed  towards   the  befiegers,  as    if  he  intended    to    give 
them  battle.     The  king  of  Pruffia,  far  from  be;ng  de 
ceived  by  this   feint,  began,  from  the  motions  of  the 
Auftrian  general,  to  fuipecT:   his  real  fcheme,  and  im 
mediately  difpatched    general   Ziethen,  with    a   ftrong 
reinforcement,    to    protect    the     convoy,    which   was 
efcorted  by  eight  battalions,  and  about  four  thoufand 
men,  who   had  been    fick,  and    were    juft  recovered. 
Before  this  officer  joined  them,  the   convoy  had   been 
attacked  on  the  28th   day  of  June  ;  but  the  aflailants 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.     Marefchal  Daun, 
however,  took  care  that   they  {hould   be   immediately 
reinforced;  and,  next    day,  the    attack    was   renewed 
with  much   greater   effect.      Four  hundred  waggons, 
guarded  by   four  battalions,  and   about   one  thoufand 
troopers,  had  juft  paflld  the  defiles  of  Domftadt,  when 
the  Auftrians    charged   them  furioufly  on   every  fide  : 
The  communication  between  the  head  and   the  reft  of 
the  convoy  was    cut   off;  and    general    Ziethen,  after 
having  exerted  all  his  efforts  for  its  prefervation,  being 
obliged   to  abandon  the  waggons,  retired  to  Troppau. 
Thus  the  whole  convoy  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
who  took  above  fix  hundred  prifoners,  together   with 
general  Putkammer  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  oblig 
ed  to  relinquish   his  enterprize.     This  was  a  mortify 
ing  neccffity  to  a  prince    of  his  high  fpirit,  at  a  time 
when  he   fuw  himfelf  on  the  eve  of  reducing  the  place, 
notwithstanding   the   gallant  defence   which   had   been 
made  by  general  Marfhal  the  governor.     Nothing  now 
remained   but  to    raife  the   fiege,  and    retir°,  without 
iofs,  in  the  face  of  a  vigilant  enemy,  prepared  to  feize 
every  opportunity   of  advantage;  a   taik  which,    how 
hard  foever  it   n:ay  appear,  he  performed    with    equal 
dexterity  and  fuccefs.      Inftead  of  retiring   into  Silefia, 
he  refolved  to  avert  the  war   from  his  own  dominions, 
and  take  the  route  of  Bohemia,  the  frontiers  of  which 
were  left    uncovered  by  marefchal  Daun's  laft  motion, 
v/hen   he   advanced  his  quarters  to  Pofnitz,  in  order  to 
fuccour  Olmutz  the  more  effectually.     After  the  king 
had  taken  his  meafures,  he  carefully  concealed  his  de- 
iign  from   the  enemy,  and,  notvvithftanding  the   lofs  of 
his  convoy,  profecuted  the  operations  of  the  fiege  with 
redoubled  vigour,  till  the  ift  day  of  July,  when  he  de- 
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camped  in  the  night,  and  began  his  march  to  Bohemia.  c  H  A  p. 
He  himfelf,  with  one  divifion,  took  the  road  to  Konitz, 
and  marefchal  Keith  having  brought  away  all  the  artil- 
lery,  except  four  mortars,  and  one  difabled  cannon, 
purfued  his  march  by  the  way  of  Littau  to  Mua;litz  and 
Tribau.  Although  his  Pruflian  majefty  had  gained  an 
entire  march  upon  the  Auftrians,  their  light  troops, 
commanded  by  the  generals  Euccow  and  Laudohn,  did 
not  fail  to  attend  and  harsfs  his  army  in  their  retreat; 
but  their  endeavours  were  in  a  great  meafure  fruftrated 
by  the  conduct  and  circumfpection  of  the  Pruflian  com 
manders.  After  the  rear  of  the  army  had  pafied  the 
defiles  of  Krenau,  general  Lafci,  who  was  pofted  at 
Oibau  with  a  large  body  of  Auftrian  troops,  occupied 
the  village  of  Krenau,  with  a  detachment  of  grenadiers 
who  were  foon  diflodged;  and  the  PrufTians  purfued 
their  march  by  Zwittau  to  Leutomyfiel,  where  they 
feized  a  magazine  of  meal  and  forage.  In  the  mean 
time,  general  de  Ratzow,  who  conducted  the  provi- 
Iions  and  artillery,  found  the  hills  of  Hollitz  pofleffed 
bytheentmy,  who  cannonaded  him  as  he  advanced; 
but  marefchal  Keith  coming  up,  ordered  them  to  be 
attacked  in  the  rear,  and  they  fl  ed  into  a  wood  with 
precipitation,  with  the  lofs  of  fix  officers  and  three  hun 
dred  men,  who  were  taken  pi  ifoners.  While  the 
marefchal  was  thus  employed,  the  king  proceeded  from 
Leutomyfiel  to  Koningfgratz,  where  general  Buccow 
who  had  got  the  ftart  of  him,  was  pofted  with  feven 
thoufand  men  behind  the  Elbe,  and  in  the  entrench 
ments  which  they  had  thrown  up  all  round  the  city. 
The  Pruflians  troops,  as  they  arrived,  pafied  over  the 
little  river  Adler;  and  as  the  enemy  had  broken  down 
the  bridges  over  the  Elbe,  the  king  ordered  them  to  be 
repaired  with  all  expedition,  being  determined  to  at 
tack  the  Auftaian  entrenchments  ;  but  general  Buccow 
did  not  wait  for  his  approach.  He  abandoned  his  en 
trenchments,  and  retired  with  his  troops  to  Clumetz;  fo 
that  the  king  took  pofle/Tion  of  the  moft  important  poft 
of  Koningfgratz  without  further  oppofition.  An  Auftrian 
corps  having  taken  poft  between  him  and  Holliiz  in  order 
to  obftruct  the  march  of  the  artillery,  he  advanced  againft 
them  in  perfon,  and  having  driven  them  from  the  place, 
all  his  cannon,  military  ftores,  provifion,  with  fifteen 
hundred  fick  and  wounded  men,  arrived  in  fafety  at 
Koningfgratz,  where  the  whole  army  encamped.  His 
intention  was  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  from  Moravia 
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BooK-  to  Bohemia,  where  he  fhould  be  able  to  maintain  a 
more  eafy  communication  with  his  own  dominions; 
but  a  more  powerful  motive  foon  obliged  him  to  change 
his  refolution* 

After  the  Ruffian  troops  under  Apraxin  had  retreat 
ed  from  Pomerania  in  the  couife  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  the  czarina  feemed  ready  to  change  her  fyftem,  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Vcrfailles  had,  by  dint  offub- 
fidies,  promifcs,  prefents,  and  intrigues,  attached  her, 
in  all  appearance,  more  firmly  than  ever  to  the  confe 
deracy,  and  even  induced  her  to  augment  the  number 
of  troops  deftined  to  acl:  againft  the  Pruffian  monarch. 
She  not  only  figned  her  acceffion  in  form  to  the  qaudru- 
ple  alliance  with  the  emprefs-queen  and  the  kings  of 
France  and  Sweden;  but,  in  order  to  manifeft  her 
zeal  to  the  common  caufe,  {he  difgraced  her  chancellor^ 
count  Beftuchef,  who  was  fuppofed  averfe  to  the  war : 
She  divided  her  forces  into  feparate  bodies,  under  the 
command  of  the  generals  Fermer  and  Browne,  and  or 
dered  them  to  put  their  troops  in  motion  in  the  middle 
of  winter.  Fermer  accordingly  began  his  march  in  the 
beginning  of  January,  and  on  the  22d  his  light  troops 
took  pofleflion  of  Koningfberg,  the  capital  of  Pruffia, 
without  oppofition  ;  for  the  king's  forces  had  quitted 
that  country,  in  order  to  profecute  the  war  in  the  wef- 
tern  parts  of  Pomerania.  They  did  not,  however* 
maintain  themfelve's  in  this  part  of  the  country ;  but, 
after  having  ravaged  fome  diftri&s,  returned  to  the 
main  body,  which  halted  on  the  Viftula,  to  the  no 
fmall  disturbance  of  the  city  of  Dantzick.  The  re- 
fident  of  the  czarina  actually  demanded,  that  the  magi- 
ftrates  fhould  receive  a  Ruffian  garrifon  :  A  demand 
which  they  not  only  peremptorily  refufed,  but  ordered 
all  the  citizens  to  arms,  and  took  every  other  method 
to  provide  for  their  defence.  At  length,  after  fome 
negociation  with  general  Fermer,  the  affair  was  com- 
promifed:  He  defifted  from  the  demand,  and  part  of 
his  troops  pafled  the  Viftula,  feemingly  to  invade  Po 
merania,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  which  count  Dohna  had 
aflembled  an  army  of  PrufHans  to  oppofe  their  pro- 
grefs.  But  after  they  had  pillaged  the  open  country, 
they  rejoined  their  main  body  5  and  general  Fermer, 
turning  to  the  left,  advanced  towards  Silefia,  in  order 
to  co-operate  with  the  other  Ruffian  army  commanded 
by  Browne,  who  had  taken  his  route  through  Poland, 
and  already  pafled  the  Pofna.  By  the  ift  of  July,  both 
bodies  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  iome  of 
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theif  cofiacks,  penetrating  into  the  province,  had  corn-  C  H  A  ? 
mitted  dreadful  ravages,  and  overwhelmed  the  inhabi 
tants  with  conftei nation.  Count  Dohna,  with  the 
Pruffian  army  under  his  command,  had  attended  their 
motions,  and  even  patted  the  Oder  at  Frankfort,  as  if 
he  had  intended  to  give  them  battle  :  But  he  was  too 
much  inferior  in  number  to  hazard  fuch  a  ftep,  which 
became  an  object  of  his  fovereign's  own  perfor.al  atten 
tion.  Marefchal  Daun  had  followed  the  king  into 
Bohemia,  and,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  encamped  on 
the  hills  of  Libifchau,  a  fituation  almoft  inacceflible, 
where  he  refolved  to  remain,  and  watch  the  motions  of 
the  Prufllan  monarch,  until  fome  oppportunity  fhould 
offer  of  acting  to  advantage.  Nature  feems  to  have 
exprefsly  formed  this  commander  with  talents  to  pene 
trate  the  defigns,  embarrafs  the  genius,  and  check  the 
impetuofity  of  the  Pruffian  monarch.  He  was  juftly 
compared  to  Fabius  Maximus,  diftinguimed  by  the 
epithet  of  Cundtator.  He  poflefled  all  the  vigilance, 
caution,  and  fagacity  of  that  celebrated  Roman.  Like 
him,  he  hovered  on  the  fkirts  of  the  enemy,  haraffing 
their  parties,  accuftoming  the  foldiers  to  ftricr.  difci- 
pline,  hard  fervice,  and  the  face  of  a  formidable  foe, 
and  watching  for  opportunities,  which  he  knew  how 
to  feize  with  equal  courage  and  celerity. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  being  induced  by  a  concur 
rence  of  motives  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  in 
Silefia,  made  his  difpofitions  for  retreating  from  Bohe 
mia,  and,  on  the  2jth  day  of  July,  quitted  the  camp  at 
Koningfgratz.  He  was  attended  in  his  march  by  three 
thoufand  Auftrian  light  troops,  who  did  not  fail  to  in 
commode  his  rear :  But  notwithftanding  thefe  impedi 
ments,  he  patted  the  Mittau,  proceeded  on  his  route, 
and  on  the  gth  day  of  Auguft  arrived  at  Landfhut. 
From  thence  he  battened  with  a  detachment  towards 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  and  joined  the  army  command 
ed  by  lieutenant-general  Dohna  at  Gorgas.  Then 
the  whole  army  patted  the  Oder  by  a  bridge  thrown  o- 
ver  it  at  Gatavife,  and  having  retted  one  day,  advanced 
to  Dertmitzel,  where  he  encamped.  The  Ruffians, 
under  general  Fermer,  were  ported  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  little  river  Mitzel,  their  right  extending  to  the 
village  of  Z wicker,  and  their  left  to  Quertchen.  The 
king  being  determined  to  hazard  a  battle,  patted  the 
Mitzel  on  the  25th  in  the  morning,  and  turning  the 
flank  of  the  enemy,  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle 
in  the  plain  between  the  little  river  and  the  town  of 
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BOOK  Zorndorf.     The  Ruffians,  by  whom  he  was  out-num- 
.  bered,  did  not  decline  the  difpute  ;  but   as  the  ground 

^"V^  did  not  permit  them  to  extend  thernfelves,  t  ley  appear- 
The7Ruf  e(^  'n  ^our  nnes>  forming  a  front  on  every  fid?,  defended 
fiansde-  by  cannon  and  a  chevaux-de-frize,  their  right  flank 
ii-ared  at  covered  by  the  village  of  Z  wicker.  After  a  warm  can- 
nonade>  the  prufn?.n  infantry  were  ordered  to  attack  the 
village,  and  a  body  of  grenadiers  advanced  to  the  afTault ; 
but  this  brigade  unexpectedly  giving;  way,  occafioned  a 
confiderable  opening  in  the  line,  and  left  the  whole, 
left  flank  of  the  infantry  uncovered.  Before  the  enemy 
could  take  advantage  of  this  incident,  the  interval  was 
filled  up  by  the  cavalry  under  the  command  of  general 
Seydlitz;  and  the  king,  with  his  ufual  prefence  of  mind, 
iubftituted  another  choice  body  of  troops  to  carry  on  the 
attack,  This  began  about  noon,  and  continued  for 
iome  time,  during  which  both  fides  fought  with  equal 
courage  and  perferveance  :  At  length  general  Seydlitz, 
having  routed  the  Ruffian  cavalry,  fell  upon  the  flank 
of  the  infantry  with  great  fury,  which  being  alfo  dread 
fully  annoyed  bx  the  Pruflian  artillery,  they  abandoned 
the  village,  together  with  their  military  cheft,  and  great 
part  of  their  baggage.  Notwithftandir.g  this  lofs,  which 
had  greatly  difordered  their  right  wing,  they  continued 
to  ftand  their  ground,  and  terrible  havock  was  made 
among  them,  not  only  with  the  fword  and  bayonet,  but 
alfo  by  the  cannon,  which  were  loaded  with  grape-fhot, 
and  being  excellently  ferved,  did  great  execution.  To 
wards  evening,  the  confufion  among  them  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  in  all  probability  they  would  have 
been  entirely  routed,  had  they  not  been  favoHred  by  the 
approaching  darknefs,  as  well  as  by  a  particular  opera 
tion,  which  was  very  gallantly  performed.  One  of  the 
Ruffian  generals  perceiving  the  fortune  of  day  turned  a- 
gainft  them,  rallied  a  felecl:  body  of  troops,  and  made  a  vi 
gorous  imprellion  on  the  right  wing  of  the  Pruffians.  This 
effort  diverted  their  intention  fo  ftrongly  to  that  quar 
ter,  that  the  right  of  the  Ruffians  enjoyed  a  refpite,  dur 
ing  which  they  retired  in  tolerable  order,  and  occupied 
a  new  pjft  on  the  right,  where  the  reft  of  their  forces 
were  the  more  eafi^y  aflembled.  In  this  battle  they  are 
faid  to  have  loft  above  fifteen  thoufand  men,  thirty-fe- 
ven  colours,  five  ftandards,  twelve  mortars,  the  greater 
part  of  their  baggaje,  and  above  one  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon.  Among  the  prifoners  that  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  victor,  were  feveral  general  officers,  and  a  good 
number  loft  their  lives  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  vie- 
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torycoft  the   king  above  two  thoufand    men,  including  C  H  AP 
ibme  officers  of  cliflin£tion,  particularly   two  aides-du-        IX- 
camp,  who  attended  his  own  perfon,  which  he  expofed  ^•""Y**^ 
without  fcruple  to  all  the  perils  of  the   day.     It  would     *7S8- 
have    redounded  ftill  more   to  his   glory,  had  he  put   a 
ftop  to  the  carnage ;  for  after  all  refiftance  was  at  an  end, 
the  wretched  Ruffians  were  hewn  down  without  mercy. 
It  muft  be   owned,  indeed,  that   the    Pruffian    foldiers 
were  in  a  peculiar  manner  exafperated  againft   this  ene 
my,  becaufe  they  had  laid   wafte  the  country,  burned 
the  villages,  ruined  the  peafants,  and  committed   many 
horrid  a£ts  of  barbarity,  which  the  practice  of  war  could 
not  authorife  *.     The  Pruflian  army   palled    the    night 
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*  A  detail  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  thofe  barbarians  cannot  be  read 
without  horror.  They  not  only  burned  a  great  number  of  villages,  but 
they  raviihed,  rifled,  murdered,  aud  mutilated  the  inhabitants,  without 
diftinction  of  age  or  fex,  without  any  other  provocation  or  incitement 
than  brutal  luft  and  wantonofs  of  barbarity.  They  even  violated  the  fe- 
pukhres  of  the  dead,  which  hare  been  held  facred  among  the  moft  fa- 
vage  nations.  At  Cumin  and  Brcckholtz  they  forced  open  the  graves  and 
fepulchral  vaults,  and  ftripped  the  bodies  of  the  generals  Schlaberndorf 
and  Ruitz,  which  had  been  depolited  there.  But  the  collected  force  of 
their  vengeance  was  difcharged  againft  Cuftrin,  the  capital  of  the  New 
M.irche  of  Brandenburgh,  fituated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Warta  and  the 
Oder,  about  fifteen  Englhh  miles  from  Franckfort.  The  particulars  of 
the  difaftsr  that  befel  this  city  are  pathetically  related  in  the  following  ex 
tracts  from  a  letter  written  by  an  inhabitant  and  eye-witnefs  : 

"  On  the  I3th  of  Auguft,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  fud- 
den  report  was  fpread,  that  a  body  of  Ruffian  huflars  and  coflacks  appeared 
in  fight  of  the  little  fuburb.  All  the  people  were  immediately  in  motion, 
and  the  whole  city  was  filled  with  terror,  efpecially  as  we  are  certainly- 
informed,  that  the  whole  Ruffian  army  was  advancing  from  Meferick  and 
Konigfwalda,  by  the  way  of  Landlburgh.  A  reinforcement  was  immedi 
ately  fent  to  our  piquet-guard  in  the  luburb,  amounting,  by  this  junction, 
to  three  hundred  men,  who  were  foon  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
fcirmiih lafted  from  four  till  fevcn  o'clock  in  the  evening.  During  this 
difpute,  we  could  plainly  perceive,  frrrm  our  ramparts  and  churc'n-fteeple, 
fcveral  perfons  of  diftinclion,  mounted  on  Englifh  horfes,  reco-inoiterinj 
our  fortification  through  perspective  glades.  They  retitx-d,  however, 
•when  our  cannon  began  to  fire  :  Then  our  piquet  took  pofl^flion  of  their 
iormer  poft  in  the  fuburb  ;  ana  the  reinforcement  we  had  fent  from  the 
city  returned,  after  having  brake  down  the  bridge  over  the  Oder.  Next 
day  Cour.t  Dohna,  who  commanded  the  arrry  near  Frankfort,  fent  in  a 
reinforcement  of  four  battalions,  tenfquadrons,  and  a  finall  body  of  h'uf- 
fars,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  -general  Scherlemmer. — The  hul- 
Jars  and  a  body  of  dragoons  wore  added  to  the  piquet  of  the  little  fuberb  < 
The  four  battalions  pitched  their  tents  on  the  Anger,  between  the  fuberb 
and  the  fortification  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  dragoons  remained  in  th?  field, 
to  cover  the  long  fuburb.  General  Scherlemmer,  attended  by  ov»r  govern  - 
or,  colonel  Schuck,  went  with  a  fmall  party  to  obferve  the  enemy  ;  but 
were  obliged  to  retire,  and  were  puvfued  by  the  coflacks  to  the  walls  of 
the  tity.  Between  four  and  five  o'clock  next  morning,  the  poor  inhabi 
tants  were  roufcd  from  their  flt.cp  by  the  nolle  of  the  cannon,  interming- 
Jed  withthi  difmal  flirieks  and  hedious  ye!llnt»s  of  ihc  cofl'icks  belonging 
to  the  Ruffian  army.  Alarmed  :vt  this  horrid  noife,  I  afcended  the  chuvch- 
iterp'u-,  fiO  n  whence  I  beheld  the  whole  pliin,  extending  from  the  little 
<'ub..irb  to  the  forcft,  cover*!  with  the  ensiny's  t*0'.>p.,  sod  our  J'ght 
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BOOK  under  arm?,  and  next  morning  the   connonade  was  rer- 
newed  againft  the  enemy,  who,  nevcrthclefs,  maintain- 

^^^  ed  that  poution,  without  flinching.     On  the  27th,  thc-y 
1758. 

horfe,  fupported  by  the  infantry,  engaged  in  different  places  with  their 
irregulars.  At  eight  1  difcried  a  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  whofe 
van  confillcu  of  four  or  five  thbufand  men,  advancing  towards  the  vine- 
v.ird,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  hnd  raifed  ocrafional  batteries 
in  the  preceding  evening  :  From  thefe  they  now  phyed  on  our  piquet-guard 
:;nJ  huf  v;s,  who  were  obliged  to  retire.  Then  they  fired,  en  ricochet,  on 
the.-  tents  and  baggage  of  the  four  battalions  encamped  on  the  Anger,  who 
were  alfo  compelled  to  retreat.  Having  thus  cleared  the  environ'-.,  they 
threw  into  the  city  fuch  a  number  of  bombs  and  re<i-hot  bullets,  that  by 
rinc  in  the  morning  it  was  fc:  on  fire  in  three  different  places  ;  and  the 
ftrcets.being  narrow,  burned  with  fuch  fury,  that  all  our  endeavours  to  extin- 
guifh  it  proved  ineffectual.  At  this  time  the  whole  atmofphere  appeared 
like  a  fhowcrof  fiery  rain  and  hail  ;  and  the  miferable  inhabitants  thought 
of  nothing  but  faving  their  lives  by  running  into  the  open  fields.  The 
whole  place  was  filled  with  terror  and  confternation,  and  refounded  with 
the  fhrieks  of  women  and  children,  who  ran  about  in  the  utmoft  diftraction, 
expofed  to  the  {hot  and  the  bomb-fhells,  which,  burfting,  tore  in  pieces 
every  thing  that  ftood  in  their  way.  As  I  led  my  wife,  with  a  young 
child  in  her  arms,  and  drove  the  rert  of  my  childreu  and  fervants  half  na 
ked  before  me,  thofe  inftruments  of  death  and  devastation  fell  about  us 
like  hail;  but,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  we  all  efcaped  unhurt.  Nothing 
could  be  r.iore  melancholy  and  affecting,  than  a  fight  of  the  wretched  peo 
ple,  flying  in  crouds,  and  leaving  their  all  behind,  while  they,  rent  the 
iky  with  their  lamentations.  Many  women  of  diftin&ion  I  faw  without 
fhoes  and  flocking!)  and  almoft  without  clothes,  who  had  been  roufed 
from  their  beds,  and  ran  out  naked  into  the  (beets.  \\Tien  my  family 
had  reached  the  open  plain,  I  endeavoured  to  return,  and  fave  fome  of  my 
cftedls ;  but  I  could  not  force  my  way  throvigh  a  multitude  of  people, 
thronging  out  at  the  gate  fome  fick  and  bed-ridden  perfons  being  carried, 
on  hcrfchac.k  and  in  carriages,  and  others  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  their 
friends, 'hrotigh  a  rr.oft  dreadful  fcene  of  horror  and  defolation.  A  great 
aii-j'i.-r  of  families  from  the  open  country,  and  defenceless  towns  in  Pruflia- 
and  Pomerania,  had  come  hither  for  father  with  their  rnoft  valuable  effedts,. 
vvhe-i.  the  Ruffians  fh ft  entered  the  king's  territories.  Thefe,  as  well  as 
the  ir.habitanrs,  are  all  rv.ised  ;  and  many  who  a  few  days  ago  poflefl'ed 
com"  'erable  wealth,  are  now  reduced  to  the  u'mott  indigence.  The 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were  fonn  crouded  with  the  people  of 
Cul'.rin  :  The  roads,  were  filled  with  objefts  ofmifery  ;  and  nothing  was 
1'i-en  but  nakednels  and- difpair  ;  nothing  heard  but  the  cries  of  hunger, 
f«av,  .  nd  diftra£VIoB.  r'or  my  own  part,  I  flayed  ?.l!  night  at  Goltz,  and 
then  proceeded  -or  Berlin.  '  Cuftrio  is  now  a  hi;ap  of  ruins.  The  great  ma- 
garine,  the  governor's  houfe,  the  church,  the  pr»!a:e,  the  ftore  and  artil 
lery  houfes  ;  in  a  word,  the  old  and  new  towns,  the  fubrubs,  and  all  the 
l>rkig '„.-•,  were  reduced  to  a/f,es  r  Nay,  a  her  the  aflies  were  dtMroyed,  the 
^iL  and  ftei lings  were  huvn?d  to  the  water' 3  edge.  The  writing?  of  all- 
the  colleges,  together  wirhthe  archives  of  the  country,  were  totally  con- 
fumed,  tOvge'.her  with  a  prodigious  rraiiuine  of  corn  ana  floar,  valued  at 
fome  rniliions  of  crown",.  The  cani.on  in  the  arfenal  were  all  melted; 
and  fhc  Na Jed  bombs  and  cartridges,  with  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder, 
went  oft"  at  once  with  a  rnoft  hortible  exp'ofion.  A  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants  ere  mifTing,  fuppofcd  to  have  pcri.lied  in  the  flames,  or  un  • 
d;-r  the  ruins  c,fhouf--s,  or  to  have  been  f  ifi'.icated  in  fuhterrancous  vaults 
and  c.'.vcrns,  to  which  they  had  fled  forfjfety." 

Nothing  couid  be  more  inhuman,  or  contrary  to  the  praflice  of  a  gene 
rous  enemy,  than  fuch  vengeance  wreaked  upon  the  innocent  inhabitants,. 
&r  ihe  Ruffians  did  not  beein  to  latter  the  fortifications  until  all  the  vail. 
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feemed  determined  to  hazard  another  action,  and  even  C  H  A  IJ 
attack  the  conquerers.  Inftead  of  advancing,  however, 
they  too'k  the  route  of  Landfoerg;  but  afterwards  turn- 
ed  off  towards  Vieztle,  and  pofted  themfelves  between 
he  river  Warta  and  that  village.  Immediately  after 
the  battle,  general  Fermer*,  who  had  received  a  flight 
wound  in  the  action,  fent  a  trumpet,  with  a  letter  to 
lieutenant-general  Dohna,  defining  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
for  two  or  three  days  to  bury  the  dead,  and  take  care  of 
the  wounded  ;  and  prefenting  to  his  Pruflian  majefty 
the  bumble  requeft  of  general  Browne,  who  was  much 
weakened  with  the  lofs  of  blood,  that  he  might  have  a 
.paflport,  by  virtue  of  which  he  could  be  removed  to  a 
place  where  he  fliould  find  fuch  accommodation  as  his 
lituation  required.  In  anfwer  to  this  meflage,  count 
Dohna  gave  the  Ruffian  general  to  underftand,  that  as 
his  Pruffian  majefty  remained  mafter  of  the  field,  he 
would  give  the  necefTary  orders  for  interring  the  dead, 
and  taking  care  of  the  wounded  on  both  fides  :  He  re- 
fufed  afufpenfion  of  arms,  but  granted  the  rcqucft  of 
general  Browne  ;  and  concluded  his  letter,  by  com 
plaining  of  the  outrages  which  the  Ru/Iian  troops  ftill 
continued  to  commit,  in  pillaging  and  burning  the 
king's  villages. 

The  king  of  PrufEa  had  no  fooner  repulfed  the  ene 
my  in  one  quarter  than  his  prefence  WPS  required  ina- 
nother.  When  he  quitted  Bohc'.nia,  Mrircfchal  Daun, 
at  the  head  of  the  A-uftrian  army,'  and  the  prince  dc 
Deuxpor.ts,  who  commanded  the  forces  of  the  empire, 
advanced  to  the  Elbe,  in  order  to  furround  the  king's 
brother  prince  Henry,  who,  without  immediate  fuc- 
•cour,  would  not  have  been  able  to  prefervc  his  footing 
in  Saxony.  TheTruffian  monarch.,  therefore,  determi 
ned  to  fupport  him  with  all  poiTible  expedition.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  battle,  he  began  his  inarch  from  Cull  - 
rin,  with  a  reinforcement  of  twenty-four  battalions  and 
part  of  his  cavalry,  and  purfued  his  route  with  fuch  un 
wearied  diligence,  that  by  the  fifth  day  of  September 

of  the  place  was  deftroyed.  In  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  the  Rufiiac 
toflaclcs  are  faid  to  have  plundered  and  burned  fourteen  large  t -wns  and 
two  hundred  villages,  and  wantonly  butchered  above  two  thoufand  d.-- 
fencelefs  woman  and  children.  Such  monfters  of  barbarliy  ought  io  be 
excluded  from  all  the  privileges  of  human  nature,  and  hunted  down  as 
wild  beafts,  without  pity  or  cefl'ation.  What  ini'ainy  ought  thofc  powers 
to  incur,  who  employ  and  encourage  fuchrulhlcis  barb^iiars  ! 

*  General  Fermer  was  of  a  ScottilTi  extract,  and  general  Biuvvne  a£W- 
.ally  a  native  of  Nor^i  Britain. 
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BOOK  he  reached  Torgau,  and  on  the  eleventh  joined  his  bro-»- 
•  thc.r     Marefchal  Daun  had    ported  himfelfat  Stolpen, 

to  the  eaftwardof  the  Elbe,  in  order  to  prefervean  eafy 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  empire,  encamp 
ed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Koningftein,  to  favour 
the  operations  of  general  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced 
through  the  Lower  Lufatia  to  the  frontiers  of  Branden- 
burgh ;  to  make  a  diverfion  from  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Sileiia,  where  a  body  cf  Auftrian  troops  acted  under  the 
command  of  the  generals  Haarache  and  de  Ville  ;  and 
to  interrupt  the  communication  between  prince  Henry 
and  the  capital  of  Saxony.  On  the  fifth  day  of  Sep 
tember,  the  garrifon  in  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Koning 
ftein  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  after  a 
very  feeble  refiftance,  to  the  prince  of  Deuxponts, 
who  forthwith  took  pofteflion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at 
Pirna.  When  the  king  of  Pruflia,  therefore,  arrived 
at  Drefden,  he  found  the  army  of  the  empire  in  this 
pofition,  and  marefchal  Daun  in  a  ftill  ftronger  fitua- 
tionac  Stolpen,  with  bridges  of  communication  thrown 
over  the  Elbe,  fo  that  he  could  not  attack  them  with 
any  profpecT:  of  advantage.  He  had  no  other  refolution 
to  take  but  that  of  endeavouring  to  cut  them  off  from 
fupplies  of  provifion,  and  with  this  view  he  marched  to 
Bautzen,  which  he  occupied.  This  motion  obliged 
the  Auftrian  general  to  quit  his  camp  at  Stolpen, but  he 
chofe  another  of  equal  ftrength  at  Libau,  yet  he  after 
wards  advanced  to  Rittlitz,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to 
feize  the  firft  favourable  occafion  of  executing  the  re 
folution  he  had  formed  to  attack  the  Pruffians.  The 
king  having  detached  general  Ratzow  on  his  left,  to 
take  pofleflion  of  Wiffenberg,  marched  forwards  with 
the  body  of  his  army,  and  pofted  himfclf  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Hochkirchen,  after  having  diflodged  the 
Auftrians  from  that  village.  Matters  were  now  brought 
to  fuch  a  delicate  crifis,  that  a  battle  feemed  inevitable, 
and  equally  defired  by  both  parties,  as  an  event  that 
\vould  determine  whether  the  Auftrians  fhould  be  obli 
ged  to  retreat  for  winter-quarters  into  Bohemia,  or  be 
enabled  to  maintain  their  ground  in  Saxony.  In  this 
iitu?.tion,  Marefchal  Daun  rcfolved  to  a&  offenfively, 
and  formed  afcheme  for  attacking  the  right  flank  of  the 
Pruffians  by  furprifc.  This  mcafure  was  fuggefted  to 
him  by  an  overfight  of,  the  Pruffians,  who  had  neglecl- 
ed  to  occupy  the  heights  that  commanded  the  village  of 
Hochkirchen,  which  was  only  guarded  by  a  few  free 
companies.  He  determined  to  take  the  advantage  of  a 
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very  dark  night,  and  to  Employ  the  flower  of  his  whole  CHAP, 
army  on   this    important  fervice,  well    knowing,    that      1X- 
fbotild  they  penetrate  through  the    flank  of  the  enemy,  V-/-y>w> 
the  whole  P  ruffian  army  would  bedifconcerted,and  in  all      I7SS- 
probability  entirely  ruined.   Having  taken   his  meafures 
with  wonderful  fecrecy  and  circumfpection,    the     troops 
began  to  move  in  the  night  between  the  13*11  and    I4th 
of  October  fa '/cured  by  a  thick  fog,  which  greatly  increased 
rth  darknefs    of  the  night.  Their  firft  care  was  to  take 
poffeiTion    oRhehill  that  commanded   Hochkirchen,  from 
whence  they    poured  down  upon  the  village,  of  which  King  of 
they  took  poflcm'on,  after  having  cut  in  pieces  the  free  PruHia  de- 
companies  pofted  there.    The  action  began  in  this  quar-  $?te.  .^ 

,  ^        .        ,  i  •  j     r  i  Hochkir. 

ter  about  four  in  the  morning,  and  continued  leveral  ch(.n. 
hours  with  great  fury  ;  for,  notwithstanding  impetuous 
efforts  of  the  Auftrian  troops,  and  the  confufion  occa- 
fioned  among  the  Pruflians  by  the  furprife  a  vigorous 
it  >nd  was  made  by  fome  general  officers,  who,  with 
admirable  expedition  and  prcfence  of  mind,  aflembled 
and  arranged  the  trospfr  as  they  could  take  to  their  arms, 
and  led  them  up  to  the  attack  without  diftinction  of  re 
giment,  place  or  precedence.  While  the  action  was 
obftinately  and  cifperately  maintained  in  this  place,  a- 
midft  all  the  horrors  of  darknefs,  carnage  and  confufion, 
the  king  being  alarmed,  exerted  all  IMS  perfonal  activi 
ty,  addrefs,  and  recollection,  in  drawing  regularity 
from  diforder,  arranging  the  different  corps,  altering 
pofitions,  reinforcing  weak  potts,  encouraging  the  fol- 
diery,  and  oppofing  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  ;  for  al 
though  they  made  their  chief  impreffion  upon  the  right, 
by  the  village  of  Hochkirchen,  Marefchal  Daun,  in  or 
der  to  devide  the  attention  of  the  king,  made  another 
attack  upon  the  left,  which  was  with  difficulty  fuftain- 
ed,  and  efFcctually  prevented  him  from  fending  rein 
forcements  to  the  right,  where  marefchal  Keith,  under 
the  greateft  disadvantages, bore  the  brunt  of  the  enemy's 
chief  endeavours.  Thus  the  battle  raged  till  nine  in 
the  morning,  when  this  gallant  officer  was  {hot  through 
the  heart.  Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick  had  met  witlf 
the  fame  fate  ;  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  was  woun 
ded  and  taken  prifoner,  and  many  others  were  either 
flain  or  difabled.  As  the  right  wing  had  been  furpri- 
fed  the  tents  continued  itand ing,  and  greatly  embarraf- 
fed  them  in  their  defence.  The  foldicrs  had  never  been 
properly  drawn  up  in  order  ;  the  enemy  ftill  perfevered 
in  their  attack  with  focceffive  rcinfovccrr.ents  and -re- 
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BOOK  doubled  refolution  ;  and   a  confidcrable    flaughter  was 
made  by  their  artillery,  which  they  had     brought  up  to 


the  heights  of  Hochkirchen.  All  thefe  circumftances 
concurring,  could  not  fail  to  increafe  the  confuiion  and 
difafter  of  the  PrufTians  ;  fo  that  about  ten  the  king  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  Dobrefchutz,  with  the  lofs  of  feven 
tboufand  men,  of  all  his  tents,  and  part  of  his  baggage. 
Nor  had  the  Auftrian  general  much  caufe  to  boaft  of 
his  viciory.  His  lofs  of  men  was  pretty  near  equal  to 
that  of  the  PrufTian  monarch  ;  and,  whatever  reputation 
he  might  have  acquired  in  foiling  that  enterprifing 
prince,  certainly  his  deiign  did  not  take  effects  in  its 
full  extent,  for  the  Prulfians  were  the  next  day  in  a. 
condition  to  hazard  another  engagement.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  had  fuftained  no  damage  which  he  could  not  ea- 
llly  repair,  except  the  death  of  marefchal  Keith,  which 
was  doubtlefs  an  irreparable  misfortune  *. 

*  As  very  little  notice  was  taken,  ia  the  detail  pub  lifted  by  authority, 
of  any  part  which  this  great  man  afted  in  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen,  and 
a  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated  in  this  kingdom,  that  he  was  furprifed 
in  his  tent,  naked,  and  half  afleep,  we  think  it  the  duty  of  a  candid  iiifto- 
lian  to  vindicate  his  memory  and  reputation  from  'he  foul  afperfioo  thrown 
by  the  perfidious  and  illiberal  hand  of  envious  malic?,  or  elfe  contrived  to 
fcreenfome  other  character  from  the  imputation  of  mifconduft.  This  ta/k 
we;  are  enabled  to  perform  by  a  gentleman  of  candour  and  undoubted  cre 
dit,  who  learned  the  following  particulars  atBe'.lin,  from  a  perfcn  thai 
was  eye-witncfs  of  the  whole  tranfaclion.  Field  marefchal  Keith,  who 
arrived  in  the  camp  the  very  day  thatpreceded  the  battle,  disapproved  of 
the  fituation  of  the  Fruffian  army,  and  remonflrated  to  the  king  on  thai 
fubjetr.  In  confluence  of  his  advice,  a  certain  general  was  fent  with  a 
detachment  to  t~;ke  poffeffion  of  the  heights  that  commanded  the  village 
of  Hochkirchen  j  hut  by  fomc  fatality  he  mifcarricd.  Marefchal  Keith 
was  not  in  any  tent,  but  lodged  \vithprince  Francis  ofBrunfwkk,  in  a 
houfe  belonging  to  a  Saxon  major.  \\  hen  the  firlr.  alarm  was  given  in  the 
nic'nt,  he  iniiandy  mounted  his  horfe,  afTetnbled  a  body  of  the  neareft 
troop?,  and  n.arched  directly  to  the  place  that  wa^i  attacked.  The  Au- 
ftria::s  had  taken  poileffion  of  the  hill  which  the  Pru-fian  officer  was  fent  to 
occupy,  and  this  they  fortified  withcnnnon  :  Then  they  m:ide  themfelves 
makers  of  the  village  in  which  the  free  companies  of  Anginelii  had  been 
psfted.  Marefchal  Keith  immediately  conceived  the  def;gn  of  the  Au- 
frrian  general,  and  knowing  the  importance  of  this  place,  thkher  diredled 
s!l  his  efforts.  He  in  pcrfon  led  on  the  troops  to  the  attack  of  the  village, 
from  whence  he  drove  the  enemy  j  but  bein^  overpowered  by  nurnoers 
continually  pouring  down  from  the  hills,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  his 
turn.  He  rallied  his  men,  returned  to  the  charge,  and  regained  poflellion 
of  the  place  ;  being  again  repuiieJ  by  frelTi  reinforcements  of  the  enemy, 
!:t  made  another  effort,  entered  the  village  a  third  time,  and  finding  it 
untenable,  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire.  Thus  he  kept  the  Auitnans  at 
hay,  and  maintair.r-d  ad-'fperate  conflict  ajrainft  the  flower  of  the  Auftrian 
army  from  four  in  the  morning  till  nine,  when  the  Prufiians  were-  formed, 
and  began  to  file  oiTin  thcirretrcar.  During  the  whole  difpute  he  rallied 
the  troops  in  perfon,  charged  at  their  head,  and  expofcd  his  life  in  the 
hutted  cf  a  dreadful  fire,  like  a  private  captian  of  granadiers.  He  found  it 
necevTary  to  exert  himfelf  in  this  manner,  the  better  to  remove  the  bad  ef- 
/rcis  .of  the  cenfufjon  thr.t  prevailed,  and  in  order  to  infpirit  the  troops  » 
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His  Pruflian  majefty  remained  with  his  army  ten  c  H  A  p' 
days  at  Dobrefchutz,  during  which  he  endeavoured  to  * 
bring  the  Auftrians  to  a  fecond  engagement,  but  count  ^~Y~*J 
Daun  declined  the  invitation,  and  kept  his  forces  ad-  175 
vantagcoufly  polled  on  eminences  planted  with  artil 
lery.  His  aim  having  been  frustrated  at  Hockirchen, 
where  he  fought  with  many  advantages  on  his  fide,  he 
would  not  hazard  another  battle  upon  equal  terms,  with 
fuch  an  enterprising  enemy.,  rendered  n^.ore  vigilant  by 
the  check  he  had  received,  already  reinforced  from  the 
army  of  prince  Henry,  and  eager  for  an  opportunity  to 
retrieve  the  laurel  which  had  been  matched  from  him 
by  the  wiles  of  ftratagem,  rather  than  by  the  hand  of 
valour  count  Daun  having  nothing  more  to  hope  from 
the  aclivc  operations  of  his  own  army,  contented  him- 
felf  with  amufing  the  PrulHan  monarch  in  Lufatia, 
while  the  Auftrian  generals,  Harfche  and  de  ViMe, 
fhould  profecute  the  reduction  of  Neifs  and  Cofel,  in 
Silefia,  which  they  now  a£lually  inverted.  As  the 
Pruffian  monarch  could  not  fpare  detachments  to  oppofe 
every  different  corps  of  his>  enemies  that  acted  againft 

their  utmoft  exertion  by  his  voice,  prefcncer  and  example.  Even  when 
dangeroufly  \voun.',ed,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  herefufed  to  quitthe  field  5 
but  continued  to  fignalize  himfelf  in  the  midftof  the  carnage  until  nine, 
when  he  received  a  fecond  ihot  in  his  breaft,  and  fell  fpeechlefs  into  the  arms 
of  Mr.  Tibay,  an  Engliih  volunteer,  who  had  attended  him  during  the 
whole  campaign.  This  gentleman,  who  was  Hkewife  wounded,  applied  to 
a  Pruffian  officer  for  a  file  of  men  to  remove  the  roarefchal,  being  uncer 
tain  whether  he  was  entirely  deprived  of  life.  His  requeft  was  gtnnted  } 
but  the  foldicr?,  in  advancing  to  the  fpot,  were  countermanded  by  ano 
ther  officer.  He  afterwards  (poke  on  the  tame  fubjeft  toone  of  the  Pruf 
fian  generals,  a  German  prince,  as  he  chanced  to  pafs  onhorfeback  j  when 
Mr.  Tibay,  told  him  the  field -marefcfeal  was  lying  wounded  on  the  field, 
he  afked  if  his  wounds  were  mortal  ;  ajrl  the  other  anfwering  he  was  a-  • 
fraid  they  were,  the  prince  fhvugged  up  his  {boulders,  and  rode  oft"  without 
further  queftion.  The  body  of  this  great  officer,  being  thus  fhamefully  a- 
bandoncd,  was  foon  flapped  by  the  Auftrian  ftragglers,  and  lay  expofed 
and  undifHnguiftied  on  the  field  of  battle-.  In  this  fituation  he  was  perceiv 
ed  by  count  Lafci,  fon  of  the  general  of  that  name,  with  whommaref- 
chal  Keith  had  ferved  In  Ruflia.  This  young  count  had  been  the  maref- 
cal's  pupil,  and  revered  him  as  his  military  father,  though  employed  in  die 
Auftrian  fervice.  He  recognifed  the  body  by  the  large  fear  of  a  cJangerou* 
weund,  which  general  Keith  had  received  in  his  thigh  at  the  fic-ge  of 
Oczakow,  and  could  cot  help  burfting  into  tears  to  fee  his  honoured 
mafter  thus  extended  at  his  feet,  a  naked,  lifelefs,  and  deferted  corpfe. 
He  forthwith  caufed  the  body  to  be  covered,  arid  interred.  It  was  after 
wards  taken  up,  and  decently  buried  by  the  curate  of  Hochkirchen  ;  and, 
finally,  removed  to  Berlin  by  order  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  bcftowed 
upon  it  thofe  funeral  honours  that  were  due  to  the  dignified  rank  an<i 
tranfcendent  merit  of  the  deceafed  ;  merit  fo  univerfally  acknowledged,  that 
even  the  Saxons  lamented  him  as  their  beft  friend  and  patron,  who  protected 
fhem  from  violence  and  outrage,  even  while  he  ailed  a  principal  part  in 
ftibjefting  them  to  the  dominion  of  fci-.  fjvereign. 
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BOOK  him  in  different  parts  of  his  dominions,  he  refolved  fa 
lH-        make  up  in  activity  what  he  wanted  in  number,  and    if 
v"xv"^'  poflibls  to  raife  the'fiege  of  Neils  in  perfon.  With   this 
•  75s-      view  he  decamped  from  Dobrefchutz,  and  in  fight  of 
the  enemy  inarched  to  Gorlitz,  without  the  leaft  inter 
ruption.     From  thence  he   proceeded    towards    Silefia 
with  his  ufual  expedition,  notwithftanding   all   the  en 
deavours  and  activity  of  general  Laudohn,  whoharaffed 
the  rear  of  the  Prufllans,  and  gained    fome    petty  ad 
vantages  over  them.     Count  Daun  not  only  fent   this 
detached  corps  to  retard  them  in  their    march,   but,  at 
the   fame    time    by    another    route,   detached     ftrong 
reinforcement    to  the   army  of  the  befiegers.     In    the 
mean  time,  having  received  intelligence  that  the   army 
of  prince  Henry  in  Saxony  was  confiderably   weaken 
ed,  he  himfelf  marched  thither,   in  hopes  of  expelling 
the  prince  from  that  country,  and  reducing  thecapital  in 
the  king's  abfcnce.    Indeed,  his  defigns  were  ftill  more 
extenflve,  for  he  propofed  to  reduce  Drefden,  Leipfick, 
and  Torgau  at  the  fame  time  ;  the  firft  with  the  main 
body  under  his  own  direction,  the  fecond  by  the   army 
of  the  empire  under  the  prince  de  Deuxponts,  and   the 
third  by  a  corps  under  general  Haddick,  while  the  for 
ces  directed  by  Laudohn  fliould  exclude  the  king  from 
Lufatia.     In  execution  of  this  plan  he  marched  directly 
to  the  Elbe,  which  he  palled  at  Pirna,  and  advanced  to 
Drefden,    which  he    hoped   would   furrender  without 
putting  him  to  the  trouble  of  a  formal  fiege.  The  army 
of  prince  Henry  had  already  retired  to  the  weftward  of 
this  capital,  before  the  prince  de  Deuxponts,  who  had 
found  means  to  cut  off  his  communication    with  Leip- 
fick,  and  even  inverted  that  city.     During  thefe  tranf- 
a£Hons,  general  Haddick  advanced  againft  Torgau. 

The  field  marefchal  count  Daun  appearing  on  the 
6th  of  November,  within  fight  of  Drefden,  at  the  head 
of  fixty  thoufand  men,  encamped  next  day  at  Locko- 
\vitz,  and  on  the  8th  his  advanced  troops  attacked  the 
Pruflian  huffars  and  independent  battalions  which  were 
ported,  at  Strieflen  and  Gruencwiefe.  Count  Schmct- 
tau,  who  commanded  the  garrifon,  amounting  to  ten 
thoufand  men  apprehenfive  that,  in  the  courfe  of  fkir- 
mifhing,  the  Auftrian  troops  might  enter  the  fuburbs 
pellmell,  ported  colonel  Itzcnplitz,  with  feven  hundred 
men,  in  the  redoubts  that  furrounded  the  fuburbs,  that 
in  cafe  of  emergency  they  might  fupport  the  irregu 
lars  ;  at  the  fame  time,  as  the  hcufes  that  conftituted 
the  fuburbs  were  generally  fo  high  as  to  overlook  the 
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ramparts,  and  command  the  city,    he  prepared  combu-  CHAP. 
ftibles,  and  gave  notice  to  the   magiftrates,    that  they 
would  be  fet  on  fire  as  foon  as  an  Auftrian   fhould  ap- 
pear  within  the  place.     This  muft  have  been  a  dreadful 
declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  fuburbs,   which 
compofe    one    of    the    moft    elegant    towns     in  Eu 
rope.     In  thefe  houfes,  which  were  generally  lofty  and 
magnificent,  the  fafhionable  and  wealthy   clafs  of  peo 
ple  refided,   and  here  a  number  cf  artifts    carried  on   a 
variety  of  curious  manufactures.     In    vain  the   magif 
trates  implored  the  mercy  and  forbearance  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  governor,  and  represented  in  the  rnott    fubmiffive 
ftrain,  that,  as  they  were  unconcerned  in  the  war,  they 
hoped  they  fhould  be  exempted  from  the  horrors  of  de- 
variation.       In  vain   the  royal  family,  who    remained 
at  Drefden,  conjured  him  to   fpare  that  laff.    refuge   of 
diftrefled  royalty,  and  allow  them  at  leaft  a   fecure  refi- 
dence,  fince  they  were  deprived  of  every  other  comfort. 
He  continued  inflexible,  or  rather  determined  to   exe 
cute  the  orders  of  his  matter,   which    indeed  he  could 
not  difobey  with  any  regard  to  his  own  fafety.     On  the 
^th  day  of  November,  about  noon>  the    Auftrian  van 
guard  attacked  the  advanced  poft  of  the  garrifon,  repel 
led  the  hufiars,  drove  the  independent  battalions  in  the 
fuburbs,  and  forced  three  of  the  redoubts,   while  their 
cannon  played  upon  the  town.     The  governor,  expec 
ting  a  vigorous    attack   next  day,   recalled  his  troops 
within  the  city,  after  they  had  fet  fire  to  the    fuburbs. 
At  three  in  the  morning,  the  fignal  was  made  for  this 
terrible  conflagration,  which  in  a  little  time  reduced   to 
afhes  the  beautiful  fuburbs  of  Pirna,  vvh'ch  had  fo  late 
ly  flouri(hed  as  the  feat  of  gaiety,  pleafure,  and  the  in 
genious  arts.     Every  boforn,  warmed  with  benevolence^ 
muft  be  affected  at  the  recital   of  fuch  calamities.      It 
excites  not  only  our  companion  for  the  unhappy  fuffer- 
ers,  but  alfo  our  refentment  againffc  the  perpetrators  of 
fuch  enormity;     Next  day  marefchal  Daun  fent   an  of 
ficer    to    count    Schmettau,    with   a  mefiage,  expref- 
fing  his  furprife  at  the  destruction  of  the  fuburbs    in  a 
royal    refidcnce,  an  act  of  inhumanity   unheard    of  a- 
mong  Chriftians.  He  defined  to  know  if  it  was  by    the 
governor's  order  this  meafure  was   taken,  and   aflured 
him,  that  he  fhould  be  refponfible,   in  his   perfon,    for 
whatever  outrages  had  been  or  might  be  committed  againfl 
place  in  which  a  royal  family  refided.  Schmettau  gave  him 
to  underftand  that  he  had  orders  to  defend  the  town  to 
the  laft  extremity,  and  that   the   prefervation  of  wrmf 
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BOOK  remained  depended  entirely  on  the  conduct  of  his  ex- 
ceJlency  ;  for  fhould  he  think  proper  to  attack  the  place 
he  (  the  governor)  would  defend  himfelf  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  and  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and  even  make  his 
laft  effort  in  the  royal  palace,  rather  than  abandon-  the 
city.  He  excufed  the  diftruction  of  the  fuburbs  as  a 
neceflary  meafure,  authorifed  by  the  practice  of  war  j 
but  he  would  have  found  it  a  difficult  tafk  to  reconcile 
this  ftep  to  the  laws  of  eternal  juftice,  and  far  lefs  to  the 
dictates  of  common  humanity.  Indeed,  if  the  fcene 
had  happaned  in  the  enemy's  country,  or  if  no  other 
ftep  could  have  faved  the  lives  and  liberties  of  himfelf 
and  his  garrifon,  fuch  defperate  remedy  might  have 
flood  excufed  by  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations  : 
But,  on  this  occafion,  he  occupied  a  neutral  city,  over 
•which  he  could  exercife  no  other  power  and  authority 
but  that  which  he  derived  from  illegal  force  and  vio 
lence  ;  nor  was  he  at  all  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fa- 
crificing  the  place  to  his  own  fafety,  inafmuch  as  he 
might  have  retired  unmolefted,  by  virtue  of  an  honour 
able  capitulation,  which,  however,  he  did  not  demand. 
Whether  the  peremptory  order  of  a  fuperior  will,  in 
foro  confcienticS)  juftify  an  officer  who  hath  committed 
an  illegal  or  inhuman  action,  is  a  queftion  that  an  En- 
glifti  reader  will  fcarce  leave  to  the  determination  of 
a  German  cafuift,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
land  armed  men  in  his  retinue.  Be  this  as  it  will,  Mr. 
Ponickau,  the  Saxon  minifter,  immediately  after  this 
tragedy  was  acted,  without  waiting  for  his  mafter's  or 
ders,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  diet  of  the  empire, 
complaining  of  it  as  an  action  referved  for  the  hiftory 
of  the  war  which  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  kindled  in 
Germany,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  future  ages.  He  af 
firmed,  that,  in  execution  of  Schmettau's  orders,  the 
foldiers  had  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  flreets  of  the 
Pirna  and  Witchen  fuburbs,  broke  open  the  houfes  anel 
fhops,  fet  fire  to  the  combuftibles,  added  frefti  fuel, 
arid  then  (hut  the  doors  :  That  the  violence  of  the 
flames  was  kept  up  by  reel  hot  balls  frredjnto  the  houfes 
and  along  th-  ftreets :  That  the  wretched  inhabitants, 
who  forfook  their  burning  houfes,  were  flain  by  the 
fire  of  the  cannon  and  fmall  arms:  That  thofe  who  en 
deavoured  to  fave  their  perfons  and  effects  were  pufhed 
down  and  deftroyed  by  the  bayonets  of  the  PrufTian  fol 
diers,  pofted  in  the  ftreets  for  that  purpofe.  He  enu 
merated  particular  inftances  of  inhuman  barbarity;  and 
declared,  that  a  great  number  of  people  periftied,  either 
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amidft  the  flames,  or  under  the  ruins  of  the  houfes.  CHAP 
The  deftru£tion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  elegant  hou- 
fes,  and  the  total  ruin  of  the  inhabitants  were  circum- 
ftances  in  themfelves  fo  deplorable,  as  to  need  noaggra- 
vation.  But  the  account  of  the  Saxon  minifter  was 
fhamefully  exaggerated,  and  all  the  particular  inftan- 
ces  of  cruelty  falfe  in  every  circumftance.  Baron 
Plotho,  the  minifter  of  Brandenburgh,  did  not  fail  to 
anfwer  every  article  of  the  Saxon  memorial,  and  refute 
the  particulars  therein  alledged,  in  a  fair  detail,  au 
thenticated  by  certificates  under  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates  judges,  and  principal  inhabitants  of  Dref- 
den.  The  moft  extraordinary  part  of  this  defence  or 
vindication  was  the  conclufion.,  in  which  the  Baron  fo- 
lemnly  aflured  the  diet,  that  the  king  of  Pruftia,  from 
his  great  love  to  mankind,  always  felt  the  greateft  e-- 
motion  of  foul,  and  the  moft  exquifite  concern,  at  the 
efFufion  of  blood,  the  devaftation  of  cities  and  coun 
tries,  and  the  horrors  of  v/ar,  by  which  fo  many  thou- 
iand  fellow-creatures  were  overwhelmed;  and  that  if 
his  fincere  and  honeft  inclination  to  procure  peace  to 
Germany,  his  dear  country,  had  met  with  the  ieaft  re 
gard,  the  prefent  war,  attended  with  fuch  bloodfhed  and 
defolation,  would  have  been  prevented  and  avoided. 
He,  therefore,  declared,  that  thofe  who  excited  the 
prefent  troubles,  who,  inftead  of  extinguiftiing,  threw, 
oil  upon  the  flames,  muft  anfwer  to  God  for  the  leas  of 
blood  that  had  been,  and  would  be  Ihed  ;  for  the  devaf 
tation  offo  many  countries  and  the  entire  ruin  of  fo  ma 
ny  innocent  individuals.  Such  declarations  coft  nothing  to 
thofe  hardened  politicians,  who  feeling  no  internal  check, 
are  determined  to  facrifice  every  confutation  to  the  mo 
tives  of  rapacity  and  ambition.  It  would  be  happy,  how 
ever,  for  mankind,  were  princes  taught  to  believe,  that 
there  is  really  an  Omnipotent  and  All-judging  Power, 
that  will  exact  a  fevere  account  of  their  conduct,  and 
punifh  them  for  their  guilt,  without  any  refpect  to  their 
perfons  ;  that  pillaging  a  whole  people  is  more  cru 
el  than  robbing  a  fingle  perfon  ;  and  that  the  maf- 
facre  of  thoufands,  if,  at  Ieaft,  as  criminal  as  private 
murder. 

While  count  Daun  was  employed  in  making  a  fruit- 
lefs  attempt  upon  the  capital  of  Saxony,  the  king  of 
Pru/Tia  proceeded  in  his  march  to  Ntifs,  which  was 
completely  inverted  on  the  3d  day  of  October.  The 
operations  of  the  fiege  were  carried  on  with  great  vi 
gour  by  the  Auftrian  general,  De  Harfche,  and  ,thc 
place  was  as  vigoroufly  defended  by  the  Pruflian  govern- 
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B  O  o  K  or,  Thefkati,  till  the  ift  day  of  November,  when  the 
Pruflian  monarch  approached,  and  obliged  the  befiegers 
to  abandon  their  enterprife.  M.  de  Harfche  having 
raifed  the  fiege,  the  king  detached  general  Fouquet, 
with  a  body  of  troops,  acrofs  the  river  Neifs,  and  im 
mediately  the  blockade  of  Cofel  was  likewife  abandon 
ed.  De  Harfche  retired  to  Bohemia  and  De  Ville  ho 
vered  about  Jagernfdorf.  The  fortrefs  of  Neifs  was  no 
fooner  relieved  than  the  king  of  Pruffia  began  his  march 
on  his  return  to  Saxony,  where  his  immediate  prefence 
was  required.  At  the  fame  time,  the  two  bodies  under- 
the  generals  Dohna  and  Wedel,  penetrated  by  differ 
ent  routes  into  that  country.  The  former  had  been 
left  at  Cuftrin,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Ruffians, 
who  had  by  this  time  retreated  to  the  Viftula,  and  even 
crofled  that  river  at  Thorn ;  and  the  other  had,  during 
the  campaign,  obferved  the  Swedes,  who  had  now  en 
tirely  evacuated  the  Pruflian  territories,  fo  that  Wedel 
was  at  liberty  to  co-operate  with  the  king  in  Saxony. 
He  accordingly  marched  to  Torgau,  the  fiege  of 
which  had  been  undertaken  by  the  Auftrian  general, 
Haddick,  who  was  repulfed  by  Wedel,  and  even  pur- 
iued  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Eulenbourg.  Wedel, 
being  afterwards  joined  by  Dohna,  drove  him  from 
thence  with  confiderable  lofs,  and  then  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Leipfick.  Mean  while,  the  king  profecuted  his 
march  towards  the  capital  of  Saxony,  driving  before 
him  the  body  of  Auftrian  troops,  under  Laudohn,  who 
retreated  to  Zittau.  On  the  10th  day  of  November, 
count  Daun  retired  from  Drefden,  and  with  the  army 
of  the  empire  fell  back  towards  Bohemia;  and,  on  the 
2Oth,  the  king  arrived  in  that  city,  where  he  approved, 
of  the  governor's  conduct. 

The  Ruffian  general  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  not  be 
able  to  maintain  his  ground  during  the  winter  in  Po- 
merania,  unlefs  he  could  fecure  fome  fea-port  on  the 
Baltic,  by  which  he  might  be  fupplied  with  provifions, 
detached  general  Palmbach,  with  fifteen  thoufand  men, 
to  befie^e  the  to\vn  of  Colberg,  an  inconsiderable 
place,  very  meanly  fortified.  It  was  accordingly  in 
verted  on  the  3d  day  of  October  ;  but  the  befiegers 
were  either  fo  ill  provided  with  proper  implements,  or 
fo  little  acquainted  with  operations  of  this  nature,  that 
the  gar ri fon,  though  feeble,  maintained  the  place  a- 
gainft  all  th?ir  attacks  for  fix-and-twenty  days,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  they  abandoned  thc-ir  enterprife, 
and  cruelly  ravaged  the  open  country  in  their  retreat. 
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Thus,  by  the  activity  and  valour  of  the   PrufTian  mo-  CHAP. 
narch,  his  generals,  and  officers,  fix  fieges  were  raifed 
almoft  at  the  fame   period,  namely,  thofe  of  Colberg,  VOT**J 
Neifs,  Cofel,  Torgau,  Leipfick,  and  Drefden.  J758- 

The  variety  of  fortune  which  the  king  of  Pruffia 
experienced  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign  was  very 
remarkable ;  but  the  fpirit  of  his  conduct,  and  the  ra 
pidity  of  his  motions,  were  altogether  without  exam 
ple.  In  the  former  campaign  we  were  dazzled  with 
the  luftre  of  his  victories;  in  this  we  admire  his  forti 
tude  and  (kill  inftemming  the  different  torrents  ofad- 
verfity,  and  rifing  fuperior  to  his  evil  fortune.  One 
can  hardly,  without  aftonifliment  recollect,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  months,  he  invaded  Moravia,  inverted 
Olmutz,  and  was  obliged  to  relinquifh  that  defign : 
That  he  marched  through  an  enemy's  country,  in  the 
face  of  a  great  army,  which,  though  it  harafled  him  in 
his  retreat,  could  not,  in  a  route  of  an  hundred  miles, 
obtain  any  advantage  over  him :  That  in  fpite  of  his 
difafter  at  Olmutz,  and  the  difficulties  of  fuch  a  march, 
he  penetrated  into  Bohemia,  drove  the  enemy  from 
Koningfgratz,  executed  another  dangerous  and  fa 
tiguing  march  to  the  Oder,  defeated  a  great  army  of 
Ruffians,  and  returned  by  the  way  of  Saxony,  from 
whence  he  drove  the  Auftrian  and  Imperial  armies: 
That  after  his  defeat  at  Hochkirchen,  where  he  loft  two 
of  hisbeft  generals,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  tents 
ftandine:,  he  baffled  the  vigilance  and  fuperior  number 
of  the  victorious  army,  ruftied  like  a  whirlwind  to  the 
relief  of  Silefia,  invaded  by  an  Auftrian  army,  which 
he  compelled  to  retire  with  precipitation  from  that  pro 
vince  :  That,  with  the  fame  rapidity  of  motion,  he 
wheeled  about  to  Saxony,  and  once  more refcued  it  from 
the  hands  of  his  adverfaries  :  That  in  one  campaign  he 
made  twice  the  circuit  of  his  dominions,  relieved  them 
all  in  their  turns,  and  kept  all  his  poffeflions  entire  a- 
gainft  the  united  efforts  of  numerous  armies,  conducted 
by  generals  of  confummate  fkill  and  undaunted  refolu- 
tion.  His  character  would  have  been  ftill  more  com 
plete,  if  his  moderation  had  been  equal  to  his  courage  ; 
but  in  this  particular  we  cannot  applaud  his  conduct:. 
Incenfed  by  the  pcrfecutina;  fpirit  of  his  enemies,  he 
wreaked  his  vengeance  on  thofe  who  had  done  him  no 
injury;  and  the  cruelties  which  the  Ruffians  had  com 
mitted  in  his  dominions  were  retaliated  upon  the  unfor 
tunate  inhabitants  of  Saxony.  In  the  latter  end  of  Sep 
tember,  the  prefident  of  the  Pruffian  military  directory 
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BOOK  fent  a  letter  to  the  magiftrates  of  Leipfick,  requiring 
them,  in  the  king's  name,  to  pay  a  new  contribution  of 

^*"Y"Vg^  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  and  to  begin  immediately 
J7S8-  with  the  payment  of  one-third  part,  on  pain  of  military 
execution.  In  anfwer  to  this  demand,  the  magiftrates 
reprefented,  that  the  city  having  been  exhaufted  by  the 
enormous  contributions  already  raifed,  was  abfolutcly 
incapable  of  furnifhing  turther  fupplies:  That  the  trade 
was  ftagnated  and  ruined,  and  the  inhabitants  fo  im- 
poverifhed,  that  they  could  no  longer  pay  the  ordinary 
taxes.  This  remonftrance  made  no  impreflion.  At 
five  in  the  morning,  the  Pruffian  foldiers  aflembled, 
and  were  pofted  in  all  the  ftreets,  fquares,  market  pla 
ces,  cemeteries,  towers,  and  fteeples :  Then  the 
gates  being  (hut,  in  order  to  exclude  the  populace  of 
the  fuburbs  from  the  city,  the  fenators  were  brought 
into  the  town-hall,  and  accofted  by  general  Haufs,  who 
told  them  the  king  his  mifter  would  have  money;  and 
if  they  refufed  to  part  with  it,  the  city  fhould  be  plun- 
dred.  To  this  peremptory  addrefs  th?y  replied  to  this 
effect :  "  We  have  no  more  money — we  have  nothing 
"  left  but  life;  and  we  recommend  ourfelves  to  the 
"  king's  mercy."  In  confequence  of  this  declaration, 
difpofuions  w:re  made  for  giving  up  the  city  to  be 
plundered.  Cannon  were  planted  in  all  the  ftreets,  the 
inhabitants  were  ordered  to  remain  within  doors,  and 
every  houfe  refounded  with  difmal  cries  and  lamenta 
tions.  The  dreaded  pillage,  however,  was  converted 
into  a  regular  exaction.  A  party  of  foldiers,  command 
ed  by  a  fubaltern,  went  from  houfe  to  houfe,  fignifying 
to  every  burgher  that  he  fhould  produce  all  his  fpecie, 
on  pain  of  immediate  pillage  and  maflacre  ;  and  every 
inhabitant  delivered  up  his  all  without  further  hefita- 
tion.  About  fix  in  the  evening,  the  foldiers  returned 
to  their  quarters  ;  but  the  magiftrates  were  detained  in 
confinement,  and  all  the  citizens  were  overwhelmed 
with  grief  and  confternation.  Happy  Britain!  who 
knoweft  fuch  grievances  only  by  report !  When  the 
king  of  Pruilia  firft  entered  Saxony,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  he  declared  he  had  no  defign  to  make  a 
conqueft  of  that  electorate,  but  only  to  keep  it  as  a  de- 
pofirum  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  until  he 
could  oblige  his  enemies  to  acquiefce  in  reafonable 
terms  of  peace;  but  upon  his  laft  arrival  at  Drefden  he 
adopted  a  new  refolution.  In  the  beginning  of  De 
cember,  the  Pruffian  directory  of  war  iifued  a  decree  to 
the  deputies  of  the  ftates  of  the  electorate,  demanding  a 
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certain  quantity  of  flour  and  forage,  according  to  the  C  H  .A  p 
convention  formerly  fettled  ;  at  the  fame  time  fignify-  i*X 
ing,  that  though  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  hitherto  treat-  V->"Y-S^ 
ed  the  electorate  as  a  country  taken  under  his  fpecial  I/5  ' 
protection,  the  face  of  affairs  was  now  changed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that,  for  the  future,  he  would  confkkr  it 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  conquered  country. 
The  Ruffians  had  feized  in  PruiTia  all  the  eftates  and 
effects  belonging  to  the  king's  officers  :  A  retaliation 
was  now  made  upon  the  effects  of  the  Saxon  officers 
who  ferveil  in  the  Ruffian  army.  Seals  were  put  on  all 
the  cabinets  containing  papers  belonging  to  the  privy- 
counfellors  of  his  Polifh  majefty,  and  they  themfelves 
ordered  to  depart  for  Wai  faw  at  a  very  fhort  warning. 
Though  the  city  had  been  impoverifhed  by  former  ex 
actions,  and  very  lately  fubjected  to  military  execution, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  demanded  frefli  contributions,  and 
even  extorted  them  by  dint  of  fcverities  that  fKoclc  hu 
manity.  He  furrounded  the  exchange  withfoldiers,  and 
confining  the  merchants  to  ft  raw-beds  and  naked  apart 
ments,  obliged  them  to  draw  bills  for  very  large  fums 
on  their  foreign  correfpondents  :  A  method  proceeding 
much  more  fuitable  to  the  defpotifm  of  a  Perfian  fophi 
towards  a  conquered  people  who  profefTed  a  different 
faith,  than  reconcilable  to  the  character  of  a  proteftant 
prince  towards  a  peaceable  nation  of  brethren,  with 
whom  he  was  connected  by  the  common  ties  of  neigh 
bourhood  and  religion.  Even  if  they  had  acted  as  de 
clared  enemies,  and  been  fubdued  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  the  exceffes  of  war  on  the  fide  of  the  conqueror 
ought  to  haveceafcd  with  the  hoftilities  of  the  conquer 
ed,  who,  by  fubmitting  to  his  fway,  would  have  be 
come  his  fubjects,  and  in  that  capacity  had  a  claim  to 
his  protection.  To  retaliate  upon  the  Saxons,  who 
had  efpoufed  no  quarrel,  the  barbarities  committed  by 
the  Ruffians,  with  whom  he  was  actually  at  war,  and 
to  treat  as  a  conquered  province  a  neutral  country, 
which  his  enemies  had  entered  by  violence,  and  been 
obliged  to  evacuate  by  force  of  arms,  was  a  fpecies  of 
conduct  founded  on  pretences  which  overturn  all  right, 
and  confound  all  reafon. 

Having   recovered  ajl  the  tranfactions  of  the  cam-  Operation^ 
paign,  except   thofe  in  which  the   Swedes   were  con- of  the 
cerned,  it  now  remains  that  we  (hould  particularife  the  Swedc5- 
progrefs  which  was  made  in  Pomerania  by  the  troops 
of  that  nation,  under  the  command  of  count  Hamilton. 
We  have  already   obferved,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
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BOOK  the  year,  the  Pruflian  general,  Lehwald,  had  compcl- 
m-  led  them  to  evacuate  the  whole  province,  except  Stral- 

**~Y**J  fund,  which  was  likewife  inverted.  This,  in  all  pro- 
»75S-  bability,  would  have  been  befieged  in  form,  had  not 
Lehwald  refigned  the  command  of  the  Pruffians,  on 
account  of  his  great  age  and  infirmities,  and  his  fuc- 
cefTor  count  Dohna  been  obliged  to  withdraw  his 
troops,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Ruffian  army  on  the 
other  fide  of  Pomerania.  The  blockade  of  Stralfund 
being  confequently  raifed,  and  that  part  of  the  country 
entirely  evacuated  by  the  Pruflians,  the  Swedifh  troops 
advanced  again  from  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  to  which  they 
had  retired  ;  but  the  fupplies  and  reinforcements  they 
expected  from  Stockholm,  were  delayed  in  fuch  a  man 
ner,  either  from  a  deficiency  in  the  fubfidies  promifed 
by  France,  or  from  the  management  of  fhofe  who  were 
avcrfe  to  the  war,  that  great  part  of  the  feafon  was 
clapfed  before  they  undertook  any  important  enterprize. 
Indeed,  while  they  lay  encamped  under  the  cannon  of 
Stralfund,  waiting  for  thefe  fupplies,  their  operations 
were  retarded  by  the  explofion  of  a  whole  fhip-load  of 
gunpowder  intended  for  their  ufe  ;  an  event  imputed 
to  the  practices  of  the  Pruflian  party  in  Sweden,  which 
at  this  period  feemed  to  gain  ground,  and  even  threa 
tened  a  change  in  the  miniftry.  At  length  the  rein 
forcement  arrived  about  the  latter  end  of  June,  and 
their  general  feemed  determined  toa<5l  with  vigour.  In 

o  o 

the  beginning  of  July,  his  army  being  put  in  motion, 
he  fent  a  detachment  to  diflodge  the  few  Pruflian  troops 
that  were  left  at  Anclam,  Demmin,  and  other  places, 
to  guard  that  frontier  ;  and  they  retreated  accordingly. 
Count  Hamilton  having  nothing  further  to  oppofe  him 
in  the  field,  in  a  very  little  time  recovered  all  Swedifh 
Pomerania,  and  even  made  hot  incurfions  into  the  Pruf- 
flan  territories.  Mean  while,  a  combined  fleet  of 
thirty-three  Rufllan  and  feven  Swedifh  fhips  of  war 
appeared  in  the  Baltic,  and  anchored  between  the  iflands 
of  Cragoe  and  Amao;h  ;  but  they  neither  landed  troops, 
nor  committed  hoftilitics.  The  Swedifh  general  ad 
vanced  as  far  as  Fehrbellin,  fent  out  parties  that  raifed 
contributions  within  five  and  twenty  miles  of  Berlin, 
and  threw  the  inhabitants  of  that  capital  into  the  ut- 
moft  confirmation.  The  king  of  Pruflia,  alarmed  at 
their  progrefs,  difpatched  general  Wedel from  Drefden, 
with  a  body  of  troops  that  were  augmented  on  their 
march ;  fo  that,  on  the  20th  of  September,  he  found 
himfelf  at  Berlin  with  eleven  thoufand  effective  men, 
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at  the  head  of  whom  he  proceeded  atrainft  count  Hamil-  CHAP, 
ton,  while   the  prince  of  Bevern,    with  five   thoufand,  .    IX< 
advanced  on   the  other  fide  from  Stetin.     At  their  ap-  ^•""Y"**'1 
proach,  the  Sweuifh  commander   retired,  after   ha  vino-      *75 
left  a  garrifon  of  fourteen  hundred   men  at  Fehrbellin, 
in  order  to  retard  the   Pruf£ans,    and  fecure  the  retreat 
of  his  army.     The  place  was   immediately  attacked  by 
general  Wedel  ;    and  though  the  Swedes  difputed    the 
ground  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  uncommon  obftiifecv, 
he  at  laft  drove  them  out  of  the  town,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
half  of  their  number  either  killed  or  taken  prifoner?. 
The  body  of  the  SwecHfli  army,  without  hazarding  any 
other  action,  immediately  evacuated  the  Pruffian  terri 
tories,  and  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Stralfund, 
intended  to  take  winter-quarters  in  the  Ifle  of  Rugen. 
Count  Hamilton,  either  difgufted  at  the  refractions  he 
had  been  laid  under,  or  finding  himfelf  unable  to  a£t  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  might  redound  to  the  advantage  of  his 
reputation,  threw   up  his   command,  retired   from  the 
army,  and  refigned  all  his  other  employment?. 
,  The  king  of  Pruffia  was  not  only  favoured  by  acon- 
fiderable   party  in   Sweden,  but  he   had  alfo    raifed  a 
irrong  intereft  in  Poland,  among  fuch  palatines  as  had 
always  oppofed  the  meafures  of  the   reigning   family. 
Thefe  were  now   reinforced  by  many  patriots,    who 
dreaded  the  vicinity,  and  fufpected  the  defigns  of  the 
Ruffian  army.      The  diet  of  the  republic  was  opened 
on  the  fecond  day  of  November  ;  and,  after  warm  de 
bates,  M.  Malachowfid  was  unanimoufly  elected  maref- 
chal  ;  but  no  fooner  had  the  chambers  of  nuncios  be 
gun  their  deliberations,  than  a  number  of  voices  were 
raifed  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  Ruffian  troops, 
who  had  taken  up  their  refidence  in  Poland  ;  and  heavy 
complaints  were  made  of  the  damages  fuftained   from 
their  cruely  and   rapine.     Great  pains   were  taken  to 
appeafe  thefe  clamours  ;  and  many  were  prevailed  upon 
to  refer   thefe   grievances  to  the   king  in  fenate  ;  but 
when  this  difficulty  feetned  almoft    furmounted,    Pad- 
horfid,  the  nuncio  of  Volhinb,  ftood  up,  and  declared 
that  he  would  not  permit  any  other  point  to  be  difufied 
in  the  diet,  while  the   Ruffians   maintained   the   leaft 
footing  within    the    territories  of  the  republic.     Vziirt 
were  all  the  attempts  of  the  courtiers   to  perfuade  and 
mollify  this    inflexible    patriot,    he   fnlemnly  protefted 
againft    their  proceedings,    and   haftily  withdrew ;  fo 
that  the  marefchal  v/as  obliged  to  diflblvc  the  aflembly, 
and  recourfe  was  had  to  a  fenatus  confiiium,  to  concert 
VOL.  II f.  2  Y 
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BOOK  proper  meafurts  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 
]  The  kine  of  Poland   was,  on    this    occafion,    likewife 

^"V^  difappointe:d  in  his  views  of  providing  for  his  ion, 
*'  5S'  prince  Charles,  in  the  duchy  of  Courland.  He  had 
been  recommended  by  the  court  of  Ruffia,  and  even 
approved  by  the  ftates  of  that  country  ;  but  two  diffi 
culties  occurred.  The  ftates  declared  they  could  not 
proceed  to  a  new  election  during  the  life  of  their  for 
mer  duke,  count  Biron,  who  was  {till  alive,  though  a 
prifoner  in  Siberia,  unlefs  their  duchy  fliould  be  declar 
ed  vacant  by  the  king  and  republic  of  Poland  ;  and, 
according  to  the  laws  of  that  country,  no  prince  could 
be  elected,  until  he  fhould  have  declared  himfelf  of  the 
Augfburgh  confeffion.  His  polifh  majefty,  however, 
being  determined  to  furmount  all  obftacies  to  his  fon's 
intereft,  ordered  count  Malachowfki,  high  chancellor 
cf  Poland,  to  deliver  to  prince  Charles  a  diploma,  by 
which  the  king  granted  permiffion  to  the  ftates  of  Cour 
land  to  ele6t  that  prince  for  their  duke,  and  appointed 
the  day  for  his  election  and  inftalment,  which  accor 
dingly  took  place  i-n  the  month  of  January,  notwith- 
ftanJing  the  clamour  of  many  Polifh  grandees,  who 
perhfted  in  affirming,  that  the  king  had  no  power  to 
grant  fuch  permiffion  without  the  confent  of  the  diet. 
The  viciffitudes  of  the  campaign  had  produced  no  revo 
lutions  in  the  feveral  fyftems  adopted  by  the  different 
powers  in  Europe.  The  czarina,  who  in  the  month 
of  June  had  fignified  her  fentiments  and  defigns  againft 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  a  declaration  delivered  to  all  the 
foreign  minifters  at  Peterfburgh,  feemed  now,  more 
than  ever,  determined  to  act  vigoroufly  in  behalf  of 
the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary,  and  -the  unfortunate 
king  of  Poland,  who  ft  ill  refided  at  Warfaw.  The 
court  of  Vienna  diftributed  among  the  imperial  mini 
fters  at  the  fcvefal  courts  of  the  empire,  copies  of  a  ref- 
cript,  explaining  the  conduct  of  her  generals  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  and  concluding  with  ex- 
preffions  of  fi-lf-approbation  to  this  effect :  "  Though 
the  iffue  of  the  campaign  be  not  as  yet  entirely  fatisfac- 
tory,  and  fuch  as  might  be  defired,  the  imperial  court 
enjoys,  at  leaft,  the  fincere  fatisfaction  of  reflecting, 
that,  according  to  the  change  of  circumftances,  it  in- 
ftantly  took  the  moft  vigorous  refoiutions  ;  that  it  was 
never  deficient  in  any  thing  that  might  contribute  to 
the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  and  is  now  employed 
in  making  preparations,  from  which  the  moft  happy 
confequences  may  be  expected." 
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We  Havre  already  hinted  at  a  decree  of  the  Aulick  c  H  A  P. 
council  of  the  empire,  published  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  enjoining  ail  directors  of  circles,  all  imperial 
towns,  and  the  noblefle  of  the  empire,  to  tranfmit  to 
Vienna  an  exacl:  lift  of  -all  thofe  who  had  difobeyed  the  mjrhis  to 
avocatorla  of  the  empire,  and  adhered  to  the  rebellion  tjle  dia  °r 
raifedby  theeleaorof  Brandenburgh;  that  their  re- the  emi'irc' 
venues  might  be  fequeftered,  and  themfelves  punifticd 
in  their  honours,  perfons,  and  efFecls.  As  the  elector 
of  Hanover  was  plainly  pointed  out,  and,  indeed,  ex- 
prcfsly  mentioned  in  this  decree,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  hands  of  Baron  Gemmegen,  hiseleilo- 
rai  minifter,  prefcnted  a  memorial  to  the  diet  of  the 
empire  in  the  month  of  November,  enumerating  the 
inftances  ia  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf,  and  even  ex- 
pofcd  his  life,  for  the  prefervation  and  aggrandizement 
of  thehoufe  of  Auftria.  In  return  for  thefs  important 
fervices,  he  obferved,  that  the  emprefs-queen  had  rc- 
fufed  him  the  affiftance  ftipulated  in  treaties  againft  an 
invafion  planned  by  France,  vvhofe  hatred  he  had  drawn 
upon  himfelf  by  his  friendfhip  to  that  p;  incefs  ;  and  his 
imperial  majefty  even  denied  him  the  dictatorial  letters 
which  he  foiicited  :  That  the  court  of  Vienna  had  fign- 
ed  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  France,  in  which  it  was 
ftipulated  that  the  French  troops  ihould  pafs  the  We- 
fer,  and  invade  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  emprefs-queen,  who 
ravaged  his  Britannic  majefty's  dominions  with  greater 
cruelty  than  even  the  French  had  pra&ifed  ;  and  the 
fame  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had  been  wounded  at 
Dettingen  in  the  defence  of  her  imperial  majefty, 
was  obliged  to  fight  at  Haftenbeck  againft  the  troops  of 
that  very  princefs,  in  defence  of  his  father's  dominions  : 
That  {he  fent  commirTaries  to  Hanover,  who  fliared 
with  the  crown  of  France  the  contributions  extorted 
from  that  electorate  ;  rejecled  all  propofals  of  peace, 
and  difmifled  from  her  court  the  minifterof  Brunfwick- 
Lunenbourg :  That  his  imperial  majefty,  who  had 
fworn  to  protect  the  empire,  and  oppofe  the  entrance 
of  foreign  troops  diftined  to  opprefs  any  of  the  ftates 
of  Germany,  afterwards  required  the  king  of  England 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  countries  which  they 
occupied,  that  a  French  army  might  again  have  free 
paflage  into  his  German  dominious  :  That  the  empe 
ror  had  recalled  thefe  troops,  releafed  them  from  their 
allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  enjoined  them  to  abandon 
their  pofts,  their  colours,  and  the  fcrvice  in  which  they 
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BOOK  were  embarked,  on  pain  of  being   punifhed    in  body, 
honour  and  cftate  ;  and  that  the  king  of  England  him- 


f.-lf  v/as  threatened  with  the  ban  of  the  empire.  H 
took  notice,  that,  in  quality  of  elector,  he  had  been 
accufed  of  rcfuiing  to  concur  with  the  refolutions  of 
the  diet  taken  in  the  preceding  year,  of  entering  into 
alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  joining  his  troops  to 
the  armies  of  that  prince,  employing  auxiliaries  belong 
ing  to  the  rbtes  of  the  empire,  fending  Englifh  forces 
into  Germany,  where  they  had  taken  pofiefTion  of 
Embden,  and  exacting  contributions  in  diiTerent  parts 
of  Germany.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  imputations,  he  al- 
ledged,  that  he  could  not,  confident  with  his  own  fafe- 
ty,  or  the  diftates  of  common  fenfe,  concur  with  a  ma 
jority,  in  joining  his  troops,  which  were  immediately 
nectfTary  for  his  own  defence,  to  thofe  which,  from  the 
arbitrary  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  were  ledagainfr. 
his  friend  and  ally,  the  king  of  Pruffca,  bv  a  prince 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  generality  of  the  empire, 
and  on  whom  the  command  had  been  conferred,  with 
out  a  previous  conclufum  of  the  Germanic  body  ;  Thar, 
with  refpect  to  his  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruffta, 
he  had  a  right,  when  deferted  by  his  former  allies,  to 
fjek  abidance  wherefoever  it  could  be  procured  :  And 
iurely  no  juft  grounds  of  complaint  could  be  offered 
againft  that  which  his  Pruffian  majefly  lent,  to  deliver 
the  electoral  dates  of  Brunfwick,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Brunfwick-Wolfenhuttel,  HefFe,  and  Buckebourg,  from 
the  oppreffions  of  their  common  enemy.  Pofterity,  he 
faid,  would  hardly  believe,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
troops  of  Auftria,  the  Palatinate,  and  Wirtembers;, 
were  engaged  to  invade  the  countries  of  the  empire, 
other  members  of  the  Germanic  body,  who  employed 
auxiliaries  in  their  defence,  fhould  be  threatened  with 
outlawry  and  fequeilration.  He  owned,  that,  in  qua 
lity  of  king,  he  had  fent  over  Enjrlifti  troops  to  Ger 
many,  and  taken  pofleffiort  of  Embden;  fteps  for  which 
be  was  accountable  to  no  power  upon  earth,  although 
the  comlitutions  of  the  empire  permit  the  co-eftates  to 
make  ufe  of  foreign  troops,  not  indeed  for  the  purpofe 
of  invafion  or  conqueft  in  Germany,  but  for  their  de 
fence  and  prefervation.  He  alfo  acknowledged,  that 
he  had  refented  the  conduct,  and  chaftifed  the  ir.juftice, 
of  thofe  co-efcafles  who  had  afUfted  his  enemies,  and 
and  helped  to  ravage  his  dominions  ;  inferring,  that  if 
the  crown  of  France  was  free  to  pillage  the  eilates  of 
the  duke  of  Brunfwi:!:,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle- 
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CarTel,  becaufe  they  had  fupplied  the  king  of  England  CHAP. 
with  auxiliaries  ;  if  the  emprefs-queen  had  a  right  to 
appropriate  to  hcrfelf  half  of  the  contributions  raifed  by  "" 
the  French  king  in  thefe  countries,  furely  his  Britannic 
majefty  had  an  equal  right  to  make  thoie  feel  the  bur 
den  of  the  war,  who  had  favoured  thcunjuft  enterprifes 
of  his  enemies.  He  exprefled  his  hope,  that  the  diet, 
after  having  dulyconfidered  thefe  circumftances,  would, 
by  way  of  advice,  propofe  to  his  imperial  majefty,  that 
he  fhould  annul  his  moft  inconfiftent  mandates,  and  not 
only  take  effectual  meafures  to  protect  the  electorate 
and  its  allies,  but  alfo  give  orders  for  commencing  a- 
gainft  the  emprefs-queen,  as  archduchefs  of  Auftria, 
the  elector  Palatine,  and  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
fuch  proceedings  as  {he  wanted  to  enforce  againft  his 
Britannic:  majefty,  elector  of  Brunfwick-Lunenbourg. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  miniflcr  now  requested  their  ex 
cellencies  to  afk  immediately  the  neceflary  inftructions 
for  their  principals.  The  reft  of  this  long  memorial 
contained  a  j  unification  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  con 
duct  in  deviating  from  the  capitulation  of  Clofter- Se 
ven  ;  with  a  refutation  of  the  arguments  adduced,  and 
a  retortion  of  the  reproaches  levelled  againfr  the  king 
of  England,  in  the  paper  or  manifefto  compofed  and 
publiflied  under  the  direction  of  the  French  miniftry, 
and  intituled,  "A  parallel  of  the  conduct  of  the  king 
of  France  with  that  of  the  king  of  England,  relative  to 
the  breach  of  the  capitulation  of  Clofter- Seven  by  the 
Hanoverians."  But  to  this  invective  a  more  circum- 
ftantial  anfwer  was  publifhed  ;  in  which,  among  other 
curious  particulars,  the  letter  of  expoftulation,  faid  to 
have  been  written  by  the  Pruilian  monarch  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  after  the  defeat  at  Col! in,  is  treated  as 
an  infamous  piece  of  forgery,  produced  by  fame  venal 
pen  employed  to  impofe  upon  the  public.  The  author 
alfo,  in  his  endeavours  to  demonftratc  his  Britannic 
majefty's  averfion  to  a  continental  war,  very  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  that  "  none  but  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with 
the  maritime  force  of  England  can  believe,  that  with 
out  a  diver/ion  on  the  continent,  to  employ  part  of  the 
enemy's  force,  (he  is  not  in  a  condition  to  hope  for 
fucccfs,  and  maintain  her  fuperiority  at  fe?..  England, 
therefore,  had  no  intereft  to  foment  quarrels  or  wars  in 
Europe  ;  but,  for  the  fame  reafon,  there  was  room  to 
fear  that  France  would  embrace  a  different  fyftem  : 
Accordingly,  fhe  took  no  pains  to  conceal  her  views, 
and  her  envoys  declared  publicly  that  a  war  upon  the 
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BOOK  continent  was  inevitable  ;    and    that  the  king's  domi- 
.  nions  in  Germany  would  be  its  principal  object."     He 

""V""*  afterwards,  in  the  courie  of  his  argumentation,  adds, 
1/5  "  "  that  ihey  muft  be  very  ignorant,  indeed,  who  ima 
gine  that  the  forces  of  England  are  not  able  to  reiiit 
thofe  of  France,  unlefs  the  latter  be  hindered  from 
turning  all  her  efforts  to  the  fea.  In  cafe  of  a  war  up 
on  the  continent,  the  two  powers  mud  pay  fubfidies  ; 
only  with  this  difference,  that  France  can  employ  her 
own  land  forces,  and  afpire  at  conquefts."  Such  were 
the  prof-fled  fentiments  of  the  Britifn  miniftry,  found 
ed  upon  eternal  truth  and  demonstration,  and  openly 
avowed,  when  the  buiincfs  was  to  prove,  that  it  was 
not  the  intercft  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain  a  war  up 
on  the  continent  ;  but,  afterwards,  when  this  conti- 
'  nental  war  was  eagerly  efpoufed,  foftered,  and  cheriih- 
ed  by  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  Englifti  nation, 
then  the  partifans  of  that  very  miniftry,  which  had  thus 
declared  that  England,  without  any  diver fion  on  the 
continent  cf  Europe,  was  an  overmatch  for  France  by 
fea,  which  may  be  termed  the  Britifh  clement  ;  tiieii 
their  partifans,  their  champion?,  declaimers,  and  de 
pendents,  were  taught  to  rife  in  rebellion  againft  their 
iormer  doctrine,  and,  in  defiance  of  common  fenfe  and 
reflection,  affirm,  that  a  diverfion  in  Germany  was 
abfolutely  necefTary  to  the  fucctfsful  ifTue  of  England's 
operations  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America.  Notvvith- 
ftanciing  all  the  fails  and  arguments  affembled  in  this 
elaborate  memorial,  to  expofe  the  ingratitude  of  the 
emprels-queen,  and  demonftrate  the  oppreflive  mea- 
fures  adopted  by  the  imperial  power,  it  remains  to  be 
proved,  that  the  member  of  a  community  is  not  obliged 
to  yield  obedience  to  the  refolutions  taken,  and  the  de 
crees  published,  by  the  majority  of  thofe  who  cornpofe 
this  community;  efpecially  when  reinforced  with  the 
authority  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  and  not  repugnant 
to  the  fundamental  conftitution  on  which  that  commu 
nity  was  eftablilhed. 

If  the  emprefs-queen  was  not  gratified  to  the  extent 
of  her  wiihes  in  the  fortune  of  the  campaign,  at  leait 
her  felf-importance  was  flattered  in  another  point,  which 
could  not  fail  of  being  interefting  to  a  princefs  famed 
for  a  glowing  zeal  and  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
religion  cf  Rome.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  pope 
conferred  upon  her  the  title  of  apoftolical  queen  of 
Hungary,  conveyed  by  a  brief,  in  which  hee'xtolled  her 
piety,  and  launchsd.out  into  rstrofpeclive  eulogiums  of 
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her  predeceflbrs,  the  princes  of  Hungary,  who  had  CHAP. 
been  always  accuftomed  to  fight  and  overcome  for  the 
catholic  faith,  under  this  holy  banner.  This  compli 
ment,  however,  fhe  did  not  derive  from  the  regard  of 
Profper  Lambertini,  who  exer.ci fed  the  papal  fway,  un 
der  the  affumed  name  of  Benedict  XIV.  That  pontiff,  Death  Of 
univerfally  efteemed  for  his  good  fenfe,  moderation,  Pope  Beue- 
and  humanity,  had  breathed  his  laft  in  the  month  of dlft- 
April,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age  i  and  in  July  was 
fucceeded  in  the  papacy  by  cardinal  Charles  Rezzonico, 
bifhop  of  Padua,  by  birth  a  Venetian.  He  was  for 
merly  auditor  of  the  Rota  ;  afterwards  promoted  to  the 
purple  by  pope  Clement  XII.  at  the  nomination  .of  the 
republic  of  Venice  ;  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of 
St.  Alaria  d'Ara  Cceli,  the  principal  convent  of  the 
Cordeliers,  and  nominated  protector  of  the  Pandou-rs, 
or  illyrians.  When  he  afcended  the  papal  chair,  he  af- 
fumed  the  name,  of  Clement  XIII.  in  gratitude  to  the 
laft  of  thatname,  who  was  his  benefactor.  Though  of  a 
difagreeable  perfon,  and  even  deformed  in  his  body, 
he  enjoyed  good  health,  and  a  vigorous  constitution. 
As  an  ecclefiaftic,  his  life  was  exemplary  ;  his  morals 
were  pure  and  unirnpeached  :  In  his  character  he  is  faid 
to  have  been  learned,  diligent,  fteady,  devout,  and  in 
every  refpect  worthy  to  fucceed  fuch  a  predeceffor  as 
Benedict." 

The  king  of  Spain  wifely  perfifted  in  reaping  the  ad 
vantages  of  a  neutrality  notwithstanding  the  intrigues 
of  the  French  partifans  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  who 
endeavoured  to  alarm  his  jealoufy  by  the  conquefts 
which  the  Englifh  had  projected  in  America.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  fagacioufly  kept  aloof,  refolving,  in 
imitation  of  his  predsceflbrs,  to  maintain  his  power  on 
a  refpectable  footing,  and  be  ready  to  feize  all  oppor 
tunities  to  extend  and  promote  the  intereft  of  his  crown, 
and  the  advantage  of  his  country.  As  for  the  king  of 
Portugal,  he  had  prudently  embraced  the  fame  fyftem  Attempt  to 
of  forbearance  :  But  in  the.  latter  end  of  the  feafon  his  afiafiinate 
attention  was  engroffed  by  a  domeftic  incident  of  a  ve-  l^-e  ^"8°* 
ry  extraordinary  nature.  Whether  he  had,  by  parti 
cular  inftances  of  feverity,  exafperated  the  minds  of  cer 
tain  individuals,  andexercifed  his  dominion  in  fuch  acts 
of  arbitrary  power  as  excited  a  general  fpirit  of  difaf- 
fection  among  his  nobility  ;  or,  laftly,  by  the  vigo 
rous  meafures  purfued  againft  the  encroaching  Jefuits 
in  Paraguay,  and  their  correfpondetjts  in  Portugal,  had 
incurred  the  refentmcnt  of  that  fociety,  we  fhall  not 
pretend  to  determine  :  Perhaps  all  thsfe  motives  concur- 
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BOOK,  red  in  giving  birth  to  aconfpiracy  againft  his  life,  which 
was  a&ually   executed  at   this  jun&ure  with  the  moft 
defperate  refolution.     On  the  3d  day  of  September,  the 
king,  according  to  curtom,  going  out  in  a    carriage  to 
take  the  air,  accompanied  by  one  domeftic,  was,  in  the 
night,  at  a  folitary  place  near  Belem,  attacked  by  three 
men  on   horfeback,    armed  with   mufquetoons,  one  of 
whom  fired  his    piece   at  the  coachman  without  effect. 
The  man,  however,  terrified  both  on  his  own    account 
and  that  of  his  fovereign,  drove  themuks  at  full  fpeed  ; 
a  circumftance  which  in  fome  meafure  difconcerted  the 
other  twoconfpirators,  who  purfued  him  at  full  gallop, 
and  having  no  leifure  to  take  aim,  difcharged  their  pie 
ces  at  random  through  the  back  of  the  carriage.     The 
flugs  with  which  they  were  loaded  happened    to   pals 
between  the  king's  right  arm  and    his  breaft,  dilacera- 
ting  the  parts  from  the  fnouKler  to  the  elbow,  but  with 
out    damaging     the    bone,    or  penetrating   into    the 
cavity    of     the     body.      Finding    himfef     gricvoufly 
wounded,  and  the  blood  flowing  a-pace,  he,  with  fuch 
prefence  of  mind  as  cannot  be  fufficicntly  admired,  in- 
ftead  of  proceeding  to  the  palace,  which    was   at  fome 
diftance,  ordered  the  coachman  to  return  to  Junqueria, 
where    his   principal    furgeon  refided,    and   there    his 
wounds  were  immediatley  drefied.     By  this   relolution, 
he  not  only   prevented    the  irreparable  mifchief  that 
might  have  arifen  from  an  excefiive   efFufion  of  blood; 
but,  without  all  doubt,  faved  his  life  from  the  hands  of 
other  aflaffins,  ported  on    the   road  to    accompli fh    the 
regicide,  in  cafe  he  fhould  efcape  alive  from  thenrft  at 
tack.     This   inftance  of  the   king's    recollection    was 
magnified  into  a  miracle,  on  afuppofition  that  it   muft 
have  been  the  effect  of  divine  infpiration  j   and,  indeed, 
among  a  people  addicted  to  fuperrtition,  might  well  pafs 
fora  favourable  interpofition  of  Providence.  The  king, 
being  thus   difabled  in  his   right  arm,  iiTued   a  decree, 
inverting  the  queen  with   the   abfolute   power   of  go 
vernment.     In  the  meantime,  no  perfon   had  accefs  to 
to  his  prefence  but  herfelf,  the  firft  minifter,  the   cardi 
nal  de   Saldanha,  the   phyficians,   and    furgeons.     An 
embargo  was  imrnediatiey  laid  on  all  the  (hipping  in  the 
port  of  Lifbon.     Rewards  were  publicly  offered,  toge 
ther  with  promife  of  pardon  to  the  accomplices,  for  de- 
tecling  any  of  the    aflaffins  ;  and   fuch  other   meafures 
ufed,  that  in  a  little  time  the  whole  confpiraey  was  dif- 
covered  :  A  confpiraey  the  mere  dangerous,  as  it  ap 
peared  to  have  been  formed  by  pcrfons  of  the  firft  qua 
lity  and  influence.     The  duke  de  Aveiro,  of  the  fami- 
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ly  of  Mafcarenhas  ;  the  marquis  de    Tavora,  who  had  C  H  A  P. 
been  viceroy  of  Goa,  and    now    actually   enjoyed   the 
commiflion  of  general  of  horfe  ;  the   count  de  Attou-  v-/~v>*-/ 
guia,  the  marquis  de  Alloria,  together  with  their  wives,     1758' 
children,  and  whole  families,  were  arrefted  immediate 
ly  after  the  afla/Ti  nation,  as  principals  in  the  defign  and 
many  other  accomplices,  including  fome  Jefuits,  were 
apprehended   in  the  fequel.  The   further   proceedings, 
on  this  myfterious  affair,  with  the  fate  of  the  confpira- 
tors  will  be  particularifed  among  the  trr.nfaclions  of  the 
following  year.  Atprefent,  it  will  be  fufficienttoobfcrve, 
that  the  king's  wounds  were  attended  with  no  bad  con- 
fequences  ;  nor  did  the  imprifonmentof  thofe  noblemen 
produce  any  difturbance  in  the  kingdom.  Affairs  in 

The  domeftic  occurrences  of  France  were  iffued  Francc'- 
with  a  continuation  of  the  difputes  between  the  parlia 
ments  and  clergy,  touching  the  bull  Unigenitus.  In 
vain  the  king  had  interpofed  his  authority  ;  firft  pro- 
poring  an  accommodation  ;  then  commanding  the  par 
liament  to  forbear  taking  cognizance  of  a  religious  con 
fer!,  which  did  not  fall  under  their  jurifdiction  ;  and, 
thirdly,  banifhing  their  perfons,  and  abrogating  their 
power.  He  afterwards  found  it  necefTary  to  the  peace 
of  his  dominions  to  recal  and  reinftate  thofe  venerable 
patriots  ;  and,  being  convinced  of  the  intolerable  in- 
folence  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  archbifhop  of  Paris, 
had  exiled  that  prelate  in  his  turn.  He  was  no  fooner 
re-admitted  to  his  function,  than  he  refumed  his  for 
mer  conduct,  touching  the  derial  of  the  facraments  to 
thofe  who  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  bull  Unigenitus  : 
He  even  acted  with  redoubled  zeal  ;  intrigued  with 
the  other  prelates  ;  caballed  among  the  inferior  clergy  ; 
and  not  only  revived,  but  augmented  the  troubles 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  Bifhops,  curates,  and 
monks  prefumed  tov/ith-hold  fpriritual  confolation  from 
perfons  in  extremity,  and  were  punimed  by  the  civil 
power.  Other  parliaments  of  the  kingdom  followed 
the  example  exhibited  by  that  of  Paris,  in  afferting 
their  authority  and  privileges.  The  king  commanded 
them  to  defift,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  indignation  : 
They  remonftrated,  and  perfevered  ;  while  the  archbi- 
fhop  repeated  his  injunctions  and  cenfures,  and  con 
tinued  to  inflame  the  difpute  to  fuch  a  dangerous  de 
gree,  that  he  was  given  to  understand  he  fliould  be  a- 
gain  obliged  to  quit  the  capital,  if  he  did  not  proceed 
with  more  moderation.  But  the  chief  care  of  the 
French  miniftry  was  employed  in  regulating  the  finan 
ces,  and  eftablifhing  funds  of  credit  for  railing  money 
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B  O  o  K  to  pay  fubfidie?,  and  maintain   the    war  in    Europe  and 
JIr-        America.     In  the  courfe  of  this  year  they  had  not  only 
confiderably  reinforced  their  armies   in  Germany,    but 
made  furprifing  efforts  to  fupply  the  colony  of  Canada 
v/ith   troops,  art  ill  .TV,  {tores,  and  ammunition,  for    its 
defence  againft   the    operations  of  the   Britifh    forces, 
which  greatly  out-numbered  the  French  upon  the   con 
tinent.     The  court  of  \rerfailles  praclifed  every  ftrata- 
gem  to  elude  the   vigilance  of  the   Englifh    cruizers. 
The  (hips  deftined  for   America   they    detached,  both 
fingle  and  in  convoys,     fometimes    from  the  Mediter 
ranean,  fometimes  from  their  harbours   in  the  channel. 
They    aflsmbled    tranfports  in  one    port,  in  order   to 
withdraw  the  attention  of  their   enemies   from  another, 
where  their  convoys  lay  ready  for  failing  ;  and,  in  boi- 
fterous    weather',  when  the    Englifh  could    no   longer 
block  up  their  harbours,  their   ftorefhips    came   forth, 
and  hazarded  the  voyage,  for  the  relief  of  their    Ame 
rican  fettlements.     Thofe  that  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  on  the  coafl  of  that  continent,  were  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  different    expedients   for    efcaping  the 
BritiOi  fquadrons  ftationed  at    Halifax,  or  cruizing  in 
the  bay   of  St.  Laurence.     They  either   ventured    to 
navigate  the  river  before  it  was  clear  of  the  ice,  fo  ear 
ly  in  thefpring,  that  the  enemy  had  not  yet  quitted  the 
harbour  of  Nova  Scotio  ;  or  they  waited  on  the  coaftof 
Newfoundland  for  fuch  thick  fogs  as  might  fcreen  them 
from  the  notice  of  the  Englifh  cruizers,  in    failing   up 
thegu'f;  or,  laftly,  they  penetrated  through  the  fiiaits  of 
Belleifle,  a   dangerous    paffage,  which,    however,    led 
them  direilly  into  the  river    St.    Laurence,  at  a confi- 
derable  diftance  above  the  ftation  oftheBritifn  fquadron. 
Though  the  French  navy  was  by  this  time  fo  reduced, 
that  it  could  neither  ftce  the  Englifh  at  fea,  nor  furnifh 
proper  convoys    for  commerce,  her  miniftry  neverthe- 
lefs  attempted  to   alarm   the   fubj eels  of  Great  Britain 
with  the   project  of  an  invafion.     Flat-bottomed  boats 
were  built,  tranfports   collected,  large  fhips  of  the  line 
equipped,  and    troops  ordered  to  aflemWe   on  the  coaft 
for  embarkation  ;  but  this  was  no  more  than  a  feint  to 
aroufe  the  apprehenfion  of  the  Englifh,  difconcert  the 
adminiftratior,,  prejudice  the  national  credit,  and  deter 
the  government  from  fending  forces   to  keep  alive  the 
war   in   Germany.     A    much    more  effedtual    method 
they  took  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of  England,  by  laying  up 
their  ufelefs  fhips   of   war,  and  encouraging  the  equip 
ment  of  flout  privateers,  which  did    confiderable  da 
mage  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain   and  Ireland, 
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by  cruizing  in  the  feas  of  Europe  and  America.  Some  CHAP, 
of  them  lay  clofe  in  the  harbours  of  the  channel,  front 
ing  the  coaft  of  England,  and  darted  out  occafionaily  *"~X"V7^' 
on  the  trading  (hips  of  this  nation,  as  they  received  in 
telligence  from  boats  employed  for  thatpurpofe.  Some 
chofe  their  ftation  in  the  north  fea,  where  a  great  num 
ber  of  captures  were  made  upon  the  coall  of  Scotland ; 
others  cruized  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  and  even  to 
the  weftward  of  Ireland  ;  but  the  far  greater  number 
fcoured  the  feas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  leeward 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  took  a  prodi 
gious  number  of  Britifh  fhips,  failing  to  and  from  the 
fugar-colonies,  and  conveyed  them  to  their  own  fettle- 
ments  in  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  or  St.  Domingo. 

With  refp eel  to  the  wsr  that  raged  in  Germany,  o.nduft  of 
the  king  of  Denmark  wifely  purfucd  that  courfe  which  t!u'  king  of 
happily  preferved  him  from  being  involved  in  thofe  ' 
troubles  by  which  great  part  of  Europe  was  agitated, 
and  terminated  in  that  point  of  national  advantage 
which  a  king  ought  ever  to  have  in  view  for  the  bene 
fit  of  his  people.  By  obferving  a  fcrupulous  neutrali 
ty,  he  enhanced  his  importance  among  his  neighbours  ; 
he  faw  himfelf  courted  by  all  the  belligerent  powers  ; 
he  faved  the  blood  and  treafure  of  his  fubjecls  ;  he  re 
ceived  large  fubfidies,  in  confuieration  of  his  forbea 
rance  ;  and  enjoyed,  unmolefted,  a  much  more  confi- 
derable  fhare  of  commerce  than  he  could  expect  to  car 
ry  on,  even  in  times  of  univerfal  tranquillity.  He 
could  not  perceive  that  the  Proteftant  religion  had  any 
thing  to  apprehend  from  the  confederacy  which  was 
formed  againft  the  Pruffian  monarch;  nor  was  he  mif- 
led  into  all  the  expence,  the  perils,  and  difquiets  of  a 
fanguiriary  war,  by  that  ignis  fatu^  which  ruthfeciuced 
and  impoverished  other  opulent  nations,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  title  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Germany.  How- 
foever  he  might  be  fway^d  by  private  inclination,  he 
did  not  think  it  was  a  point  cf  confequence  to  his  king 
dom,  whether  Pomerania  was  pofleffed  by  Sweden  or 
Pruflia  ;  whether  the  French  army  was  driven  back 
beyond  the  Rhine,  or  penetrated  once  more  into  the 
electorate  of  Hanover ;  whether  the-  emprefs-queen 
was  ftripped  of  her  remaining  pofleflions  in  Silefia,  or 
the  king  of  PruiTia  circumfcribed  within  the  original 
bound  of  his  dominion.  He  took  it  for  granted,  that 
France,  for  her  own  fake,  would  prevent  the  ruin  of 
that  enterprifmg  monarch  ;  and  that  the  houfe  of  Au- 
ftria  would  not/be  fo  impolitic,  and  blind  to  its  own 
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BOOK  jntereft,  as  to  permit  the  emprefsof  Ruffia  to  make  and 


L-y-0 


retain  conquefts   in    the   empire,    but,    even   if    thefe 
powers  fhould  be  weak  enough  to  facrifice  all  the  max- 


ims  of  found  policy  to  caprice  or  refentment,  he  did 
not  think  himfelf  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  event,  as, 
for  the  diftant  profpect  of  what  might  pofliby  happen,  to 
plunge  headlong  into  a  war  that  muft  be  attended  with 
certain  and  immediate  difadvantages.  True  it  is,  he 
had  no  hereditary  electorate  in  Germany  that  was  threa 
tened  with  invafion  ;  nor,  if  he  had,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  a  prince  of  his  fa^acity  and  patriotifm  would  have 
impoverifhed  his  kingdom  of  Denmark,  for  the  preca 
rious  defence  of  a  diftant  territory.  It  was  referved 
for  another  nation  to  adopt  the  pernicious  abfurdity  of 
wafting  its  blood  and  treafure,  exhaufting  its  revenues, 
loading  its  own  back  with  the  moft  grievous  impofi- 
tions,  incurring  an  enormous  debt,  big  with  bankrupt 
cy  and  ruin  ;  in  a  word,  of  expen-ding  above  one  hun 
dred  and  fifty  millions  fterlingin  fruitlefs  efforts  to  de 
fend  a  diftant  country,  the  entire  property  of  which 
was  never  valued  at  one  twentieth  part  of  that  fum  ;  a 
country  with  which  it  had  no  natural  connection,  but  a 
common  alliance  ar i fin g  from  accident.  The  king  of 
Denmark,  though  himfelf  a  prince  of  the  empire,  and 
poflefled  of  dominions  in  Germany,  almoft  contiguous 
to  the  fcenes  of  the  prefent  war,  did  not  yet  think  him 
felf  fo  nearly  concerned  in  the  iffue,  as  to  declare  him 
felf  either  principal  or  auxiliary  in  the  quarred  ;  yet  he 
took  care  to  maintain  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  upon  a 
rcfpcctable  footing;  and,  by  this  conduct,  he  not  only 
provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  country,  but  over 
awed  the  belligerent  powers,  who  confidered  him  as  a 
prince  capable  of  making  either  fcale  preponderate,  juft 
as  he  might  chufe  to  trim  the  balance.  Thus  he  pre- 
ferved  his  wealth,  commerce,  and  confequenceundimi- 
niflied;  and,  inftead  of  being  harafled  as  a  party,  was 
honoured  as  an  umpire. 

The  United  Province?,  though  as  averfe  as  his  Da- 
nifh  majefty  to  any  participation  in  the  war,  did  not 
however,  fo  fcrupuloufly  obferve  the  neutrality  they 
profetfed  :  At  leaft,  the  traders  of  that  republic,  either 
from  an  inordinate  thirft  of  lucre,  or  a  fecret  bias  in  fa 
vour  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,'  a/fifted  the 
French  commerce  with  all  the  appearance  of  the  moft  fla 
grant  partiality.  We  have,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year's 
tranfactions,  obferved  that  a  great  number  of  their  fhips 
were  taken  by  the  Englifh  cruizers,  and  condemned  as 
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legal  prizes,  for  having  French  property  on  board  -.CHAP. 
That  the  Dutch  merchants,  exafperated  by  their  lofles, 
exclaimed  againft  the  Englifh  as  pirates  and  robbers,  V^"V>^ 
petitioned  the  States  for  redrefs  in  very  high  terms,  and  I75 
even  loudly  clamoured  for  a  war  againft  Great  Britain. 
The  charge  of  violence  and  injuftice  which  they 
brought  againft  the  Enelifh,  for  taking  and  confifcat- 
ing  the  (hips  that  tranfported  to  Europe  the  produce  of 
the  French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  founded  on 
ths  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  ftates-general  of  the  United  Pro 
vinces,  concluded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty  eight,  ftipulating,  "  That  whatever  fhall 
be  found  on  board  the  (hips  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  Uni 
ted  Provinces,  though  the  lading,  or  part  thereof,  may 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  fhall  be  free 
and  unmolefted ;  except  thefe  be  prohibited  goods, 
which  are  to  be  ferved  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the 
foregoing  articles."  From  this  article  the  Dutch  mer- 

O  O 

chants  argued,  that,  if  there  were  no  prohibited  s;oeds 
on  board,  the  Englifh  had  no  right  to  flop  or  moleft  a- 
ny  of  their  fhips,  or  make  the  leaft  enquiry  to  whom 
the  merchandife  belonged,  whence  it  was  brought  or 
whither  bound.  This  plea  the  Englifh  cafuifts  would 
by  no  means  admit,  for  the  following  reafons  :  A  ge 
neral  and  perpetual  licenfe  to  carry  on  the  whole  trade 
of  their  enemy  would  be  fuch  a  glaring  abfurdity,  as 
no  convention  could  authorife.  Common  fenfe  had 
dictated,  and  Grotius  declared,  that  no  man  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  confented  to  an  abfurdity  ;  therefore,  the 
interpretation  given  by  the  Dutch  to  this  article  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  be  its  true  and  genuine  meaning; 
which  indeed  relates  to  nothing  more  than  the  common 
courfe  of  trade,  as  it  was  ufually  carried  on  in  time  of 
peace.  But  even  fhould  this  interpretation  be  accept 
ed,  the  article,  and  the  treaty  itfelf  would  be  fuper- 
feded  and  annulled  by  a  fubfequent  treaty,  conclu 
ded  between  the  two  nations  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fcventy-five,  and  often  confirmed 
fince  that  period,  ftipulating,  in  a  fecret  article,  That 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  fhould  give,  nor  con- 
fent,  that  any  of  their  fubje£ls  and  inhabitants  fhould 
give  any  aid,  favour,  or  counfel,  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  land  or  fea,  or  on  the  frefh  waters  ;  nor  fhould  fur- 
nifh,  or  permit  the  fubjec~ts  or  inhabitants  of  their  re- 
fpeclive  territories  to  furnifh  any  fhip,  foldiers,  feaman, 
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BOOK  vi&uals,  monies,  inftrum?nts  of  war,  gunpowder,  or  any 
]  other  neceflaries  tor  making  war  to  the  enemi'-s  of  ei- 

ther  party,  of  any  rank  or  condition  fo;ver.  Now  the 
Dutch  have  infringed  this  article  in  many  infcnces,  dur- 
ingthe  prefent  war,  both  in  Europe  and  America;  and, 
as  they  have  fo  openly  contravened  onejtr-  ary,  the  En- 
glifh  are  not  obliged  to  obfcrve  any  other.  They 
moreover,  forfeited  all  right  to  th<-  obfrrvance  of  the 
treaty  in  queftion,  by  refufing  the  fuccours  with  which 
they  were  bound,  in  the  moft  folcmn  manner,  to  furnifh 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  any  of  his  territo- 
ries  in  Europe  fhould  be  attacked  :  For  nothing  could 
be  more  weak  and  frivolous  than  the  allegation  upon 
which  this  refufal  was  founded  ;  namely,  that  the  hofti- 
lities  in  Europe  were  commenced  by  the  Englifh, 
when  they  feized  and  confifcated  the  vefT  Is  of  France  ; 
and  they,  being  the  a^grefTors,  h?d  no  right  to  infift  up 
on  the  fuccoiirs  ftipulated  in  a  treaty  which  was  purely 
defc-nfive.  If  this  argument  has  any  weight,  the  trea 
ty  itft-lf  can  have  no  fignification.  The  French,  as 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  will  always  commence  the  war  in 
America  ;  and  when  their  {hips,  containing  reinforce 
ments  and  ftores  for  the  maintenance  of  that  war,  fhall 
be  taken  on  the  European  feas,  perhaps  in  confequence 
ot  their  being  expofed  for  that  purpofe,  they  will  ex 
claim  that  the  Englifh  were  the  aggreftors  in  Europe, 
confequently  deprived  of  all  benefit  accruing  from  the 
drfen'lve  treaty  fubfifting  between  them  and  the 
fiates-general  of  the  United  Provinces.  It  being  im- 
poffible  for  the  Englifh  to  terminate  the  war,  while 
their  enemies  derive  the  finews  of  it  from  their  com 
merce  carried  on  in  neutral  bottoms,  they  are  obliged 
to  fupprefs  fuch  collufions,  by  that  neceftity  which  Gro- 
tius  himfelf  hath  allowed  to  be  a  fufficient  excufe  for 
deviating  from  the  letter  of  any  treaty  whatfoever.  In 
time  of  peace,  no  Dutch  {hips  v/ere  permitted  to  car 
ry  the  produce  of  any  French  fugar-tfland,  or  even  to 
trade  in  any  of  the  French  ports  in  America  or  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  confequently,  the  treaty  which  they 
quote  can  never  juftify  them  in  carrying  on  a  commerce, 
v.hich,  as  it  did  not  exift,  and  was  not  forefeen,  could 
rjot  pojTibly  be  guarded  againft  when  that  convention 
was  ratified.  Grotius,  whofe  authority  is  held  in  fuch 
veneration  among  the  Dutch,  has  determined,  that 
e very  nation  has  a  right  to  feize  and  confifcate  the  goods 
of  any  neutral  power,  which  fhall  attempt  to  carry 
them  into  any  place  which  is  blocked  up  by  that  na- 


GEORGE        II,  359 

tion,  either  by  land  orfea.  The  French  iflancls  in  the  c  H  *  p~ 
Weft  Indies  were  fo  blocked  up  by  the  Englifh  crui- 
zers,  that  they  could  receive  no  relief  from  their  own  f*^ 
government,  confequently  no  neutral  power  could  at 
tempt  to  fupply  them,  without  falling  under  this  predi 
cament*.  It  was  for  thefe  reafons  that  the  king  of 
England  declared,  by  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Yorke,  his 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  a  conference 
held  in  the  mouth  of  Auguft  with  the  deputies  of  the 
ftates-general,  that  though  he  was  ready  to  concur  in 
every  meafure  that  fhould  be  propofed  for  giving  fatif- 
fadlion  to  their  high  mightinefiej,  with  whom  he  had 
always  ftudied  to  live  in  the  moft  perfecl:  union,  he  was 
ncverthelefs  determined  not  to  fuffer  the  trade  of  the 
French  colonies  in  America  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
fubjefts  of  other  powers,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
neutrality;  nor  to  permit  words  to  be  interpreted  as  a 
licenfe  to  drive  a  trade  with  his  enemies,  which,  though 
not  particularly  fpecified  in  the  articles  of  contraband, 
was  nevcrthelefs  rendered  fuch  iri  all  refpects,  and  in 
every  fenfe,  by  the  nature  of  the  circumftances.  It  is 
not  at  all  more  furprifing  that  the  Dutch  merchants 
iliould  complain,  than  that  the  Englifh  government 
fhould  perfift  in  confifcating  the  (hips  that  were  found 
to  contain  the  merchandife  of  their  enemies.  The  in 
dividual  traders  of  every  mercantile  nation  will  run 
confiderable  rifles  in  extending  their  particular  com 
merce,  even  when  they  know  it  muft  be  detrimental  to 
the  general  intereft  of  their  country.  In  the  war  main 
tained  by  the  confederates  againft  Louis  XIV.  of 
France,  the  merchants  fhips  of  the  Dutch  carried  on 
an  uninterrupted  trade  to  the  French  ports  ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  folicitations  of  England,  the 
Hates-general  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  prohibit 
this  commerce,  which  undoubtedly  enabled  France  to 
protract  the  war.  The  truth  is,  they  gave  the  Britifh 

*  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the  English  and  Dutch  were  en 
gaged  in  a  war  agiinir.  France,  thenorthern  powers  of  Sweden  and  Denmark 
attempted  to  carry  on  the  French  commerce,  under  the  iliade  of  neutra 
lity  ;  but  the  Dutch  and  Eng!i:1i  joined  in  ftizing  the  vcfiels  that  were  tha> 
employed.  Complaints  of  thefe  captures  were  made  at  London  and  the 
Hague,  and  the  complainants  were  given  to  under ftand  at  boih  places, 
that  they  ihould  not  be  allowed  to  carry  on  any  trade  with  France,  hut 
what  was  ufual  in  time  of  peace.  In  conlequcnce  of  this  declaration, 
Mr.  Croning  formed  the  defign  of  writing  a  treatife  on  the  freedom  of 
navigation,  and  communicated  the  plan  of  i:is  work  to  the  celebrated 
Puffendorf,  who  fignined  his  fentiments  in  a  letter,  which  is  preferved  by 
the  learned  Barbeyrac,  in  his  notes  upon  that  author's  tr.atife  on  the  law  of 
nature  and  nations. 
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BOOK  miniftry  to  underftand,  that  unlefs  they  connived   at 
l       this  traffic,  their  fubje&s  could  not  pofTibly  defray  their 


proportion  of  the  expence  at  which  the  war  was  main- 
lLi  '  tained.  It  is  well  known  through  all  Europe,  that  the 
fubjec~h  of  the  United  Provinces  reaped  confiderable 
advantage,  not  only  from  this  branch  of  illicit  trade, 
but  alfo  by  providing  for  both  armies  in  Flanders,  and 
by  the  practice  of  flock-jobbing  in  England  ;  confe- 
quently,  it  was  not  the  intereft,  either  of  the  ftates- 
general,  or  the  Englifh  general,  between  whom  there 
was  a  very  good  underftanding,  to  bring  that  war  to  a 
fpeedy  conclufion  ;  nor,  indeed,  ought  we  to  fix  the 
imputation  of  partiality  upon  a  whole  nation,  for  the 
private  conduct  of  individuals,  influenced  by  motives 
of  felf  intereft,  which  operate  with  the  fame  energy  in 
Holland,  and  among  the  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  former  war,  fuch  a  fcandalous  appe 
tite  for  gain  prevailed  in  different  parts  of  the  Britifh 
dominions,  that  the  French  iflands  were  actually  fup- 
plied  with  provifions,  ftaves,  and  lumber  from  Ireland, 
and  the  Britifh  colonies  in  North  America  ;  and  Mar 
tinique,  in  particular,  muft  have  furrendered  to  the 
commander  of  the  Englifh  fquadron  flationed  in  thofe 
feas,  had  it  not  been  thus  fupported  by  Englifh  fubje&s. 
Certain  it  is,  the  Dutch  had  fome  reafon  to  complain 
that  they  were  decoyed  into  this  fpecies  of  traffic  by 
the  article  of  a  treaty,  which,  in  their  opinion,  admit 
ted  of  no  limitation  ;  and  that  the  government  of 
Great  Britan,  without  any  previous  warning,  or  ex 
plaining  its  fentiments  on  this  fubje£ts,  fwept  the  fea 
at  once  of  all  their  vefTels  employed  in  this  commerce, 
and  condemned  them,  without  mitigation,  to  the  entire 
ruin  of  many  thoufand  families.  Confidering  the  inti 
mate  connection  of  mutual  intereft  fubfiftins  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces, 
they  feem  to  have  had  fame  right  to  an  intimation  of 
this  nature,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have  in 
duced  them  torefign  all  profpect  of  advantage  from  the 
profecution  of  fuch  a  traffic. 

Conferences      Bcfides    the  univerfal  clamour  excited  in  Holland, 

BritloTm6  aru*  tne^amous  memorial  prefented  to   the  fttates-gene- 

baffador       ra^  which  we  have  already  mentioned  in  another  place, 

and  ftates-    a  deputation  of  merchants  waited  four  times  fucceflive- 

geneni.       ly  on  the  princefs   regent,  to  explain  their   grievances, 

and  demand  her  concurrence   in  augmenting  the   navy 

for  the  prefervation  of  their  commerce.     She    promifed 

to  interpofe  her  beft  offices  with  the  court  of  Great  Bri- 
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tain  ;  and  thofe  co-operating  with  reprcfentation  made  CHAP. 
by  the  ftates-general,  the  Englifh  minifter  was  empow-       lx- 
ered  to  open  conferences  at  the  Hague,  in  order  to  bring  {^"y*^ 
all  matters  in  difpute  to   an    amicable  accommodation.     1753. 
Thefe  endeavours,  however,  proved  ineffectual.     The 
Britifh    cruizers    continued    to  take,  and  the    Britifh 
courts  to  condemn,  all   Dutch   veffcls    containing   the 
produce  of  the  French  fugar  iflands.     The   me;c!-:-.nts 
of  Holland  and  Zealand  renewed  their   complaints  with 
redoubled  clamour,  and  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation, 
reinforced  by  the  whole  party   that   oppofed    the  houfe 
of  Orange,  cried  aloud  for  an  immediate  augmentation 
of  the  marine,  and  reprifals  upon   the   pirates  of  Eng 
land.     The  princefs,  in  order  to  avoid  extremities,  was 
obliged  not  only  to  employ  all  her  perfonal  influence  with 
the  ftates-general,  but  alfoto  play  off  one  faction  againft 
another,  in  the  way  of  remonftrance   and   exclamation. 
As  far  back  as  the  month  of  June,  {he  prefenteda  memo 
rial  to  the  ftates-general,  reminding  them,  that  in  the  be 
ginning  of  the  war  between   France  and    England,  fhe 
had  advifed  an  augmentation  ftiould  be   mr.de    in    their 
land-forces,  to  ftrengthen  the  garrifons  of  the  frontier 
towns,  and  cover  the  territories  of  the   republic  from 
invafion.     She  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  the   pro 
vinces  of  Gueldres   and  Overyflel,  intimidated  by   the 
proximity  of  two  formidable  armies,  had  refolved  to  de 
mand,  that  the  augmentation  of  their  land-forces  fhould 
be  taken  into  confideration  by  the  other  provinces  ;  and 
requcfted  her  to  reinforce   their  felicitations   that   this 
meafure  might  immediately  take  place.     This   requoft, 
fhe  faid,  ihe  the  more  readily  granted,  as  (he  could  not 
but  be   finable  of  the  imminent  danger  that    threatened 
the  republic,  efpecially  fince  the  Hanoverian  army   had 
paficd  the  Rhine  ;  and  as  it  behoved  the  ftate  to  put  it- 
felf  in  a  condition  to  hinder   either  army    from  retiring 
into  the  territories  of  the    republic,  if  it    fhould  be  de 
feated  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  the  conqueror  being  authorifed 
to  purfue  his  e-nemy  wherever  he  can   find   him,  would 
bring  the  war  into  the  heart  of  their  country.     This  re 
prcfentation  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  fufpending 
the  meafure  which  each  party  propofed.     The  princefs 
in  her  anfwer  to  the  fourth  deputation  of  the  merchants 
declared  that  fhe  beheld  the  prefent  ftate  of  their   trade, 
with  the  moft  anxious  concern;  that  its  want   of  pro 
tection  was  not  her  fault  ;  but   that  of  the  towns  of 
Dort,  Haerlem,  Amfterdam,  Torgau,  Rotterdam,  and 
VOL.  III.  3  A 
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BOOK  the  Brille,  to  whofe  conduct   it  was  owing,  that  the 
.  .  forces  of  the  ftate,  by  fea  and  land,  were  not   now  on 

""XT*  a  better  footing.  The  deputies  were  afterwards  refer 
red  to  her  minifter,  M.  de  la  Larrey,  to  whom  they  re- 
prefented,  that  the  augmentation  of  the  land-forces, 
and  the  equipment  of  a  fleet,  were  matters  as  diftincr, 
from  each  other  as  light  from  darknefs  :  That  there 
was  no  prefting  motive  for  an  augmentation  of  the  ar 
my,  whereas,  innumerable  reafonable  reafons  rendered 
the  equipment  of  a  fleet  a  matter  of  the  moft  urgent 
neceffity.  In  a  few  days  after  this  reprefentation  was 
made,  the  princefs,  in  an  afTembly  of  the  ftates-2;eneral, 
requeued  their  high  miehtinefles,  that  feeing  their  ear- 
neft  and  repeated  efforts  to  induce  the  provinces  of  Hol 
land,  Zealand,  Friefland,  and  Weft-Friefland,  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  propefed  augmentation  of  forces  by  fea 
and  land,  had  not  hitherto  met  withfuccefs,  they  would 
now  confider  and  deliberate  upon  fome  expedient  for 
terminating  this  affair,  and  the  fooner  the  better,  in 
order,  on  one  hand,  to  fatisfy  the  ftrong  and  well-ground 
ed  inftances  made  by  the  provinces  of  Gueldres,  Ut 
recht,  Overyftel,  and  Groningen;  and,  on  the  other, 
to  comply  with  the  ardent  and  juft  defires  exprefled  by  the 
commercial  inhabitants  of  the  country.  She  told  them, 
that  the  deputation  which  waited  on  her  confifted  of  for 
ty  merchants,  a  number  that  merited  attention  no  lefs 
than  the  fpeech  they  pronounced,  of  which  a  great  num 
ber  of  printed  copies  were  diftributed  through  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Without  making  any  particular  remarks 
on  the  harangue,  (lie  only  obferved,  that  the  drift  of  it 
t!id  not  tend  to  facilitate  the  negociation  begun  with 
Great  Britain,  nor  to  induce  the  nation  to  prefer  a  con 
vention  to  a  rupture  with  that  crown.  From  this  cir- 
cumftance,  fhe  inferred  it  was  more  than  time  to  finifh 
the  deliberations  on  the  propofal  for  augmenting  the 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land  ;  a  meafure,  without  which 
fhe  was  convinced  in  her  confcience  the  ftate  was,  and 
would  always  remain,  expofed  to  all  forts  of  misfortune 
and  danger,  both  now  and  hereafter. 

In  confeqitence  of  this  interpofition,  the  ftates-gene- 
ral,  that  fame  day,  fent  a  letter  to' the  ftates  of  Holland  and 
Weft-Friefland,  communicating  the  fentiments  of  the 
princefs  regent,  and  infifting  upon  the  neceflity  of 
complying  with  her  propofal  of  the  double  augmentation 
They  obferved,  that  an  augmentation  of  the  land-forces, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier?,  \vas  unavoidable,  as 
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well  as  an  equipment  by  fea  for  the  fecurity  of  com-  CHAP, 
merce:  That  the  ftates  of  the  provinces  of  Gueldres, 
Utrecht,  Overyflel,  and  Groningen  joined  with  them 
in  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  accordingly  had  infifted,  by 
divers  letters  and  proportions,  on  thofe  two  points,  fo 
effential  to  the  public  intereft.  They  reprefented  the 
danger  of  delay,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  difcord  :  They 
propofed,  that,  by  a  reciprocal  indulgence,  one  party 
fhould  comply  with  the  fentiments  of  the  other,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  fchifrn  and  dangerous  divifion  among  the 
confederates,  the  confequences  of  which  would  be  ve 
ry  deplorable;  while  the  republic,  in  the  mean  time, 
would  remain  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  and  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  power  of  its  neigh 
bours.  They  conjure^  them,  therefore,  as  they  valued 
the  fafety  of  their  country,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them, 
as  they  regarded  the  protection  of  the  good  inhabitants, 
the  concord  and  harmony  which  at  all  times,  but  efpe- 
cially  at  the  prefent  critical  juncture,  was  of  the  laft 
neceffity,  that  they  would  ferioufly  reflect  upon  the  ex 
hortations  of  her  royal  highnefs,  as  well  as  on  the  re 
peated  inftances  of  the  majority  of  the  confederates; 
and  take  a  wife  and  falutary  refolution  with  regard  to  the 
propofed  augmentation  of  the  landforces,  fo  that  this  ad 
dition,  together  with  an  equipment  at  lea,  might,  the 
fooner  the  better,  be  unanimoufly  brought  to  a  conclu- 
fion.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  all  who  wifhed 
well  to  their  country,  to  moderate  the  heat  and  precip 
itation  of  thofe  who,  provoked  by  their  lofles,  and  fti- 
mulated  by  rcfentment,  endeavoured  at  this  period  to 
involve  their  nation  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Had 
matters  been  pufhed  to  this  extremity,  in  a  few  months 
the  republic  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  brought 
to  the  brink  of  ruin.  The  Dutch  were  diflracted  by 
internal  divifions:  They  were  altogether  unprovided 
for  hoftilities  by  fea  :  The  ocean  was  covered  with  their 
trading  veflels  ;  and  the  naval  armaments  of  Great 
Britain  were  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  as  to  render 
all  refiftance  on  that  element  equally  vain  and  pernici 
ous.  The  Englifh  could  not  only  have  fcouredthe,  feas 
and  made  prize  of  all  their  {hipping,  but  were  alfo  in 
a  condition  to  reduce  or  demolish  all  their  towns  in 
Zealand,  where  they  would  hardly  have  met  with  any 
oppofition. 
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CHAP.      X. 


om-fi-iC  occurrence* New  treaty  with  Pruffia 

Parliamentary  trorjaflions Death  of  the  prince fs 

of  Qranpe,  and  Elifabeth  Caroline. Naval  tranf- 

aftions — Deplorable  ftate  of  the  Dolphin  floop — Ha- 

•vre-dr-Gracc  bombarded  by  admiral  Rodney De 

la  Chie  defeated  by  admiral  ]3efcaiven,  and    Confians 

ly  admiral  Hawke — • — hifurreftion  at    Dublin 

Scotland  alarmed  by  Thurot. 


BOOK.  "TTTTfULE  the  onerations  of  the  war  were   profe- 
\  V     cuted  through  the   four  quarters  of  the  globe, 

^*Y^s  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  which  may  be   termed    the 

t  •*  -%  - 

Affpi'r'in  centTe  tnat  gave  motion  to  this  vaft  machine,  enjoyed 
OJnutBri-  «11  the  tranquillity  of  the  moft  piofound  peace,  and  (aw 
tain.  nothing  of  war  but  the  preparations  and  trophies,  which 

ferved  only  to  animate  the  nation  to  a  defire   of  further 
conqueft  ;  for  the  dejection  occafioned  by  the    misfor 
tune  at   St.  Cas   foon   vani(hed    before  the    profpecb  of 
victory   and  fuccefs.      Confidering    the  agitation  natu 
rally  produced  among  the  common  people   by  the  prac 
tice  of  pi  effing  men  into  the  jerviceof  the  navy,  which, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  had  been    carried  on  with 
unufuul  violence,    the  levy  of  fo  many    new    corps  of 
foldiers,  and   the   endeavours  ufcd    in   the  forming  the 
national  militia,  very  few  difturbances  happened  to  in 
terrupt  the  internal  repofe  of  the  nation.      From  private 
adts  of  jrnlice,  fraud,    violence,  and    rapine,  no    com 
munity    whatfoever   is   exempted.       In    the    month   of 
April,  the  temporary  wooden  bridge  over  the  Thames, 
built  for  the   ronveniency  of  carriages  and    pafkngers, 
while  the  work-men  thould    be  employed  in    widening 
and   repairing    London  Bridge,  was    maliciouilv  fet  on 
fire  in  the  ni«ht,  and   contirried  burning  ti'l  noon  next 
day,  when  th-  ruins  of  it  fell  into  the   river.      The  dif- 
truftion  of  this  convc^niency  proved  very    detrimental 
to  the  commerce  of  the  city,  notwithftanding  the  vigi- 
lancy  and  difcretion  of  the  magiftrates,  in  applying  re 
medies  for   this    raibfortune.     A  promife  of  the  king's 


GEORGE        II. 

pardon  was  offered  in  a  public  advertifement,  by  the  c  H  A 
fecretary  of  irate,  and  a  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds 
by  the  city  of  London,  to  any  perfon  who  fhould  dif- 
cover  the  perpetrator  of  fuch  wicked  outrage  ;  but  ne- 
verthelefs  he  efcaped  detection.  No  individual,  nor 
any  fociety  of  men,  could  have  the  leaft  intereft  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  a  fcheme,  except  the  body  of  Lon 
don  watermen  ;  but  as  no  difcovery  was  made  to  the 
prejudice  of  any  perfon  belonging  to  that  fociety,  the 
deed  was  imputed  to  the  malice  of  fome  fecret  enemy  to 
the  public.  Even  after  a  new  temporary  bridge  was 
erected,  another  attempt  was  made  (in  all  probability 
by  the  fame  incendiary)  to  reduce  the  whole  to  afties, 
but  happily  mifcarried,  and  a  guard  was  appointed,  to 
prevent  any  fuch  atrocious  efforts  in  the  fequel.  Dan 
gerous  tumults  were  raifed  in  and  about  Alanchefter, 
by  a  prodigious  number  of  manufacturers,  who  had  left 
oft  working,  and  entered  into  a  combination  to  raife, 
by  force,  the  price  of  their  labour.  They  had  formed 
a  regular  plan,  and  collected  large  fums  for  the  mainte 
nance  of  the  poorer  fort,  while  they  refufed  to  work  for 
their  families.  They  infulted  and  abufed  all  thofe  who 
would  not  join  in  this  defection  ;  difperfed  incendiary 
letters,  and  denounced  terrible  threats  againft  all  fuch 
as  fhould  prefume  to  oppofe  their  proceedings.  But 
thefe  menaces  had  no  effect  upon  the  magiftrates  and 
juftices,  who  did  their  duty  with  fuch  difcretion  and 
courage,  that  the  ringleaders  being  fingled  out,  and 
punifhed  by  law,  the  reft  were  foon  reduced  to  order. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Florence  Henfey,  an  obfcure 
phyfician,  and  native  of  Ireland,  who  had  been  appre 
hended  for  treafonable  practices,  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  king's  bench,  on  an  indictment  for  high  treafon. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  it  appeared  that  he  had  been 
employed  as  a  fpy  for  the  French  miniftry,  to  which, 
in  confideration  of  a  paltry  penfion,  he  fent  intelligence 
of  every  material  occurrence  in  Great  Britain.  The 
correfpondence  was  managed  by  his  brother,  a  Jcfuit, 
who  acted  as  chaplain  and  fecretary  to  the  Spanifh  am- 
baflador  at  the  Hague.  The  Britifh  refidcnt  at  that 
court  having  learned  from  the  Spanifh  minifter  fome 
fecrets  relating  to  England,  even  before  they  were 
communicated'to  him  from  the  Englifh  miniftry,  was 
induced  to  feton  foot  an  enquiry  touching  the  fource  of 
this  information,  and  foon  received  an  aflurance,  that 
the  fecretary  of  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  had  a  brother  a 
phyfician  in  London.  The  fufpicion  naturally  arifing 
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BOOK  from  this  circumftance  being  imparted  to  the  miniftry 
of  England,  Henfey  was  narrowly  watched,  and  tvven- 
ty-nine  of  his  letters  were  intercepted.  From  the  con- 
tents  of  thefe  he  was  convicted  of  having  given  the 
French  court  the  firft  notice  of  the  expedition  to  North 
America,  the  capture  of  the  two  {hips,  the  Alcide  and 
Lys,  the  failing  arid  deftinatien  of  every  fquadron  and 
armament,  and  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  raifing 
money  for  the  fervice  of  the  public.  He  had  even  in 
formed  them,  that  the  fecret  expedition  of  the  forego 
ing  year  was  intended  againft  Rochefort,  and  advifed  a 
defcent  upon  Great  Britian,  at  a  certain  time  and  place, 
as  the  moft  effectual  method  of  diftreiling  the  govern 
ment,  and  affecting  the  public  credit.  After  a  long 
trial,  he  was  found  guilty  of  treafon,  and  received  the 
fentence  of  death  ufually  pronounced  on  fuch  occafions  : 
But,  whether  he  earned  forgivenefs  by  fome  material 
difcovery,  or  the  minifter  found  him  fo  infenfible  and 
infignificant  that  he  was  afhamed  to  take  his  life,  he 
efcaped  execution,  and  was  pardoned,  on  condition  of 
going  into  perpetual  exile.  The  feverity  of  the  go 
vernment  was  much  about  the  fame  period  exercifed  on 
Dr.  Shebbeare,  a  public  writer,  who,  in  a  feries  of 
printed  letters  to  the  people  of  England,  had  animad 
verted  on  the  conduct  of  the  miniftry  in  the  moft  acri 
monious  terms,  ftigmatized  fome  great  names  with  all 
the  virulence  ofcenfure,  and  even  affaulted  the  throne 
itfelf  with  oblique  infmuation  and  ironical  fatire.  The 
miniftry,  incenfed  at  the  boldnefs,  and  ftill  more  enraged 
at  the  iuccefs  of  this  author,  whofe  writings  were 
bought  with  avidity  by  the  public,  determined  to  pu- 
nilh  him  feverely  for  his  arrogance  and  abufe,  and  he 
was  apprehended  by  a  warrant  from  the  fecretary's 
office.  His  fixth  letter  to  the  people  of  England  was 
pitched  upon  as  the  foundation  of  a  profeeution.  Af 
ter  a  {hort  trial  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  he  was 
found  guilty  of  having  written  the  lixth  letter  to  the 
people  of  England,  adjudged  a  libellous  pamphlet, 
fentenced  to  ftand  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a  fmall  fine,  to 
be  imprifoned  three  years,  and  give  fecurity  for  his  fu 
ture  good  behaviour  :  So  that,  in  effect,  this  good  man 
fuffered  more  for  having  given  vent  to  the  unguarded 
effufions  of  miftaken  zeal,  couched  in  the  language  of 
pafiion  and  fcurrility,  than  was  inflicted  upon  Henfey, 
a  convicted  traitor,  who  had  acted  as  a  fpy  for  France, 
and  betrayed  his  own  country  for  hire. 
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Amidft  a  variety  of  crimes  and  diforders,  arifmg  CHAP. 
from  impetuofity  of  temper,  unreined  paflion,  luxury,  x- 
extravagance,  and  an  almoft  total  want  of  police  and 
fubordination,  the  virtues  of  benevolence  are  always 
fpringina;  up  to  an  extraordinary  growth  in  the  Britifh 
foil  ;  and  here  charities  are  often  eftablifhed  by  the  hu 
manity  of  individuals,  which  in  any  other  country 
would  be  honoured  as  national  inftitutions  :  Witnefs 
the  great  number  of  hofpitals  and  infirmaries  in  Lon 
don  and  Weftminfter,  creeled  and  maintained  by  vo 
luntary  contributions,  or  raifed  by  the  princely  dona 
tions  of  private  founders.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
the  public  began  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  feveral  admira 
ble  inftitutions.  Mr.  Henry  Raine,  a  private  gentle 
man  of  Middlefex,  had,  in  his  life-time,  built  and  en 
dowed  an  hofpital  for  the  maintenance  of  forty  poor 
maidens.  By  his  will  he  bequeathed  a  certain  fum  of 
money  to  accumulate  at  intereft,  under  the  management 
of  truftees,  until  the  yearly  produce  fhould  amount  to 
two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  to  be  given  in  marriage- 
portions  to  two  of  the  maidens  educated  in  his  hofpital, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  who  fhould  be  the  beft  re 
commended  for  piety  and  induftry  by  the  mafters  or 
miftrefles  whom  they  had  fcrved.  In  the  month  of 
March,  the  fum  diftined  for  this  laudable  purpofe  was 
completed;  when  the  truftees,  by  public  advertifement, 
fummoned  the  maidens  educated  in  the  hofpital  to  ap 
pear  on  a  certain  day,  with  proper  certificates  of  their 
behaviour  and  circumftanccs,  that  fix  of  the  moft  de- 
ferving  might  be  fele&ed  to  draw  lots  for  the  prize  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  as  her  marriage  por 
tion,  provided  fhe  married  a  man  of  an  unblemifhed 
character,  a  member  of  the  church  of  England,  refiding 
within  certain  fpecified  parifhes,  and  approved  by  the 
truftees.  Accordingly,  on  the  firft  of  May  the  candi 
dates  appeared,  and  the  prize  being  gained  by  one 
young  woman,  in  prefence  of  a  numerous  affembly  of 
all  ranks,  attracted  by  curiofity,  the  other  five  maidens, 
with  a  fixth,  added  in  lieu  of  her  who  had  been  fuccefT- 
ful,  were  marked  for  a  fecond  chance  on  the  fame  day 
of  the  following  year,  when  a  fecond  prize  of  the  fame 
value  would  be  prefented  :  Thus  a  new  candidate  will 
be  added  every  year,  that  every  maiden  who  has  been 
educated  in  this  hofpital,  and  preferved  her  character 
without  reproach,  may  have  a  chance  for  the  noble  do 
nation,  which  is  alfo  accompanied  with  the  fum  of  five 
pounds  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  wedding  entertain- 
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ment.  One  fcarce  knows  whether  mod  to  admire  the 
plan,  or  commend  the  humanity  of  this  excellent  infti- 
tution. 

Of  equal    and  perhaps  fuperior   merit  was  another 
charitable  eftablifhment,  which    alfo  took  effect  about 
this  period.      A  fmall    number  of  humane   individuals, 
chiefly  citizens  of  London,    deeply   affected  with  the 
fituationofcommonproftitur.es,  who  are  certainly  the 
moft  forlorn  of  all  human  creatures,  formed  a  senerous 
refolution  in  their  favour,  fuch  as  even  the  beft  men  of 
the  kingdom  had  never  before  the   courage  to  avow. 
They  confidered  that  many  of  thcfe  unhappy  creatures, 
fo  wretched  in  themfelves,  and  fo   productive   of  mif- 
chief  to  fociety,  had  been  feduced  to  vice  in  their  tender 
years  by  the  perfidious  artifice  of  the  other  fex,  or  the 
violence  of  unruly  pafiion,  before   they   had   acquired 
experience  to  guard  againft  the  one,  or  forefight  to  per 
ceive  the  fatal  confequences  of  the   other:   That   the 
jewel  reputation,  being  thus  irretrievably  loft,  perhaps 
in  one  unguarded  moment,    they  were   covered  with 
fhame  and  difgrace,  abandoned    by  their   families,  ex 
cluded  from  all    pity,    regard,    and    afliftance  :    That, 
ilung  by  felf-conviction,  infulted  with  reproach,  denied 
the  privilege  of  penitence  and  contrition,  cutoff  from 
all  hope,  impelled  by  indigence,    and    maddened  with 
defpair,  they  had  plunged  into  a  life  of  infamy,  in  which 
they  were  expofed  to  deplorable  viciflitudes  of  mifery, 
and  the  moft  excruciating  pangs  of  reflection  that  any 
human  being  could  fuftain  :  That,    whatever  remorfe 
they  might  feel,  howfoever  they  might  deteft  their  own 
vice,  long  for  an  opportunity  of  amendment,  they  were 
entirely  deftitute  of  ail  means  of  reformation,  they  were 
net  only  deprived  of  all  poflibility  of  profiting  by  thofe 
precious  moments  of  repentance,  and  becoming  again 
ufeful   members  of  fociety  ;    but,  in    order   to  earn  a 
miferable  fubfiftence,  were  obliged  to  perfevere  in  the 
paths  of  proftitation,    and  act   as   the  inftrurnents  of 
heaven's  vengeance  in  propagating  diftemper  and  pro 
fligacy,    in  ruining   the   bodies    and   debauching    the 
minds  of  their  fellow-creatures.     Moved  to  fympathy 
and   compaflion    by  thefe  confederations,  this  virtuous 
band  of  afiociates  determined  to  provide  a  comfortable 
afyium  for  female  penitents,  to  which   they    might  fly 
for  flicker  from  the  receptacles  of  vice,  the  miferies  of 
life,  and  the  fcorn  of  mankind  ;    where  they  might  in 
dulge  the  falutary   fcntiments  of  remorfe,    make  their 
peace  with  heaven,  accuftom   themfelves   to    induflry 
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and  temperance,  and  be  profitably  reunited  to  fociety,  CHAP, 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  unhappily  diflfevered. 
The  plan  of  this  excellent  inftitution  being  formed, 
was  put  in  execution  by  means  of  voluntary  fubfcrip- 
tion,  and  the  houfe  opened  in  Goodman's  fields,  under 
the  name  of  the  Maedalane-hofpital,  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  ;  when  fifty  petitions  were  prefented  by  peni 
tent  proftitutes,  foliciting  admittance.  Another  afyl urn 
v/a?  olfo  opened  by  the  hand  of  private  charity,  on  the 
Surrey  fide  of  Weftminfter  bridge,  for  the  reception 
and  education  of  female  orphans,  and  children  aban 
doned  by  their  parents. 

Nor  was  encouragement  refufed  to  thofe  who  diftin- 
guifhed   themfJves    by   extraordinary    talents   in  any 
branch   of  the   liberal    and   ufeful    arts    and  fciences, 
though  no  Maecenas  appeared  among  the  minifters,  and 
not   the  leaft    ray  of  patronage    glimmered  from   the 
throne.     The  protection,   countenance,  and  gratifica 
tion  fecured  in  other  countries  by  the  inltitution  of  aca 
demies,  and  the   liberalities  of  princes,   the   ingenious 
in  England    derived  from  the  generofity  of  a  public, 
endued  with  tafte  and  fenfibility,  eager   for  improve 
ment,  and  proud  of  patronizing  extraordinary   merit. 
Several  years  had  already  elapfed  fince  a  fociety  of  pri 
vate  perfons  was  inftituted  at  London,    for  the  encou 
ragement  of  arts,    manufactures,    and  commerce.     It 
confifted  of  a  prefident,  vice-prefident,    fecretary,   re- 
gifter,  collector,  and  other  officers,  elected  from  a  very 
confiderable  number  of  members,  who  pay   a  certain 
yearly  contribution  for  the  purpofes  of  the   inftitution. 
In  the  courfe  of  every  year  they  held  eight   general 
meetings  in  a  large  aflembly  room,  built  and  furnifhed 
at  the  common  expence;  befides  the  ordinary  meetings 
of  the  fociety,  held  every  week,  from  the  fecond  Wed- 
nefday  in  November  to  the  laft   Wednefday  in  May  ; 
and,  in  the  intermediate  time,  on  the    firft  and    third 
Wednefday  of  every  month.     At  thefe  ordinary  meet 
ings  provided  the  number  then   prefent  exceeded  ten, 
the  members  had  a   right  to  proceed   on  bufinefs,  and 
power  to  appoint  fuch  committees  as  they  fhould  think 
neceflary.     The  money  contributed,  by  this  aflbciation, 
after  the  neceflary  expence  of  the  fociety  had  been  de 
ducted,  was  expended    in  premiums  for   planting  and 
hufbandry;    for  difcoveries   and  improvements  in  che- 
miftry,  dying,  and  mineralogy  ;  for  the  promoting  the 
ingenious  arts  of  drawing,    engraving,  cafting,  paint 
ing,  itatuary,  and  fculpture ;  for   the  improvement  of 
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B  OO  K  manufactures   and  machines  in  the  various  articles  of 
,  .  hats,    crapes,   druggets,    mills,    marbled -paper,  fhip- 

""Y?"     blocks,    fpinning-wheels,   toys,    yarn,    knitting,    and 
weaving.     They  likewife  allotted   fums  for  the  advan 
tage  of  the  Britifti  colonies  in  America,  and  beftowed 
premiums  on  thofe  fettlers  who  fhould  excel  in   curing 
cochineal,  planting   logwood-trees,  cultivating   olive- 
trees,  producing   myrtle-wax,    making   pot-afh,    pre- 
ferving  raifins,  curing  fafflour,  making  filk  and  wines, 
importing  fturgeon,  preparing  ifmglafs,  planting  hemp 
and   cinnamon,  extracting  opium  and  the  gum  of  the 
perfimon-tree,  collecting    ftones  of  the  mango,  which 
fhould  be  found  to  vegetate   in  the  Weft  Indies  ;    rai- 
fing  illk-grafs,    and  laying    out  provincial    gardens. 
They,  moreover,  allowed  a  gold  medal,  in  honour  of 
him  who  ihould  compofe  the  beft  treatife  on  the  arts  of 
peace,  containing  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  progref- 
five  improvements   of  agriculture,    manafaclures,  and 
commerce  in  the  kingdom  of  England,  with  the  effects 
of  thofe  improvements  on   the  morals  and  manners  of 
the  people,  and    pointing   out  the   moft  proper   means 
for  their  future  advancement.     In  a  word,    the  fociety 
is  fo  numerous,  the  contributions  fo   confiderable,  the 
plan  fojudicioufly  laid,  and  executed  with  fuch  difcre- 
tion  and  fpirit,  as  to  promife  much  more   effectual  and 
extenfive  advantage   to  the  public  than  ever   accrued 
from  all  the  boafted   academies  of  Chriftendom.     The 
artifts  of  London  had  long  maintained  a  private  acade 
my  for  improvement  in  the  art  of  drawing  from  living 
figures  ;  but,  in  order  to  extend  this  advantage,  which 
was  not  attained  without   difficulty  and  expence,    the 
duke  of  Richmond,  a  young   nobleman   of   the   moft 
amiable  character,  provided  a  large  apartment  at  White 
hall,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  ftudied  the  arts  of  paint 
ing,  fculpture,  and  engraving  j  and  furnifhing  it  with 
a  collection  of  original  plaifter  cafts  from  the  beft  am- 
tique  ftatues  and  bufts   at  Rome  and  Florence.     Here 
any  learner  had  liberty  to  draw,  or  make  models,  un 
der  the  eye  and   inftruclions   of  two  eminent   artifts  ; 
and  twice  a  year  the  munificent  founder  beftowed  pre 
miums  of  filver  medals  on  the  four  pupils  who  excelled 
the  reft  in  drawing  from  a  certain  figure,  and  making 
the  beft  model  of  it  in  baflb-relievo*. 

r  *  Among  other  tranfadions  that  diftinguifli  the  hiftory  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  fcarce  a  year  glides  away  without  producing  fome  incident  that 
ftrongly  marks  the  figular  chara&er  of  the  Znglifti  nation.  A  yery  extra 
ordinary  ioltance  of  this  nature,  relating  to  the  late  duke  of  Marlborough, 


G     E    O    R    G    E        II.  371 

On  the  ijd  day  of  November  both  houfes  of  parlia-  CHAP, 
ment  met  at  Weltminfter,  when  his  majefty  being  in- 
tiifpofed,  the  fe/Tion  was  opened  by  commiflion,  and  the 
lord-keeper  harangued   them  to  this  effedt.     He  told 

we  /hall  record  among  the  events  of  this  year,  although  it  derived  its  ori 
gin  from  the  the  latter  end  of  the  laft,  and  cannot  be  properly  enumerated 
among  thofe  occurrences  that  appertain  to  general  hiftory.  Towards  the 
end  of  November,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  abovementioned  noblemnn 
received,  by  the  pott,  a  letter  directed  "  To  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  with  care  ana  fpeed,"  and  containing  this  addrefs : 
"  M  Y  L  o  «  D, 

"  As  ceremony  is  an  idle  thing  upon  moft  occafions,  more  efpecially  to 
perfons  in  my  ftate  of  mind,  I  fhall  proceed  immediately  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  motive  and  end  of  addrefling  this  epiftle  to  you,  which  is  equally 
intefefting  to  us  both.  You  are  to  know,  then,  that  my  prefent  fituation 
in  life  is  fuch,  that  I  fhould  prefer  annihilation  to  a  continuance  in  it. 
Defperate  difeafes  require  defperate  remedies  ;  and  you  are  the  man  I  have 
pitched  upon,  either  to  make  me  or  unmake  yourfelf.  As  I  never  had 
the  honour  to  live  among  the  graat,  the  tenour  of  my  propofals  will  noc 
be  very  courtly  ;  but  let  that  be  an  argument  to  enforce  a  belief  of  what 
I  am  now  going  to  write.  It  has  employed  my  invention  for  fome  time  to 
find  out  a  method  of  destroying  another  without  expofing  my  own  life  : 
That  I  have  accomplifhed,  and  defy  the  law.  Now,  for  the  application 
of  it.  I  am  defperate,  and  muft  be  provided  for.  You  have  it  in  your 
power  ;  it  is  my  bufinefs  to  make  it  your  inclination  to  ferve  me,  which 
you  muft  determine  to  comply  with,  by  procuring  me  a  genteel  fupport  j 
for  my  life,  or  your  own  will  be  at  a  period  before  this  feilion  of  parlia 
ment  is  over.  I  have  more  motives  than  one  for  fingling  you  out  upon 
this  occalion  ;  and  I  give  you  this  fair  warning,  becaufe  the  means  I  {hall 
make  ufe  of  are  too  fatal  to  be  eluded  by  the  power  of  phyfic.  If  you 
think  this  of  any  confequence,  you  will  net  fail  to  meet  the  author  on 
Sunday  nezt,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  or  on  Monday  (if  the  weather  {hould 
be  rainy  on  Sunday)  near  the  firft  tree  beyond  the  rtile  in  Hyde-park,  in 
the  foot-walk  to  Kenfington.  Secrefy  and  compliance  may  preferve  you 
from  a  double  danger  of  this  fort,  as  there  is  a  certain  part  of  the  world 
where  your  death  has  more  than  been  wifhed  for  upon  other  motives.  I 
know  the  world  too  well  to  truft  this  fecret  in  any  breaft  but  my  own.  A 
few  days  determine  me  your  friend  or  enemy. 

"  FELTON. 

"  You  will  apprehend  that  I  mean  you  (hould  be  alone  ;  and  depend 
upon  it,  that  a  difcovery  of  any  artifice  in  this  affair  will  be  fatal  to  you. 
My  fafety  is  infured  by  my  filence,  for  conferTion  only  can  condemn 
me." 

The  duke,  in  compliance  with  this  ftrange  remonftrance,  appeared  at 
the  time  and  place  appointed,  on  horfe-back  and  alone,  with  piftoh  be 
fore  him,  and  the  ftar  of  his  order  difplayed,  that  he  might  be  the  more 
ealily  known.  He  had  likewife  taken  the  precaution  of  engaging  a  friend 
to  attend  in  the  Park,  at  fuch  a  diftance,  however,  as  fcarce  to  be  ob- 
lervable.  He  continued  iome  time  on  the  fpot  without  feeing  any  perfon 
he  could  fufpecl  of  having  wrote  the  letter,  and  then  rode  away ;  but 
chancing  to  turn  his  head  when  he  reached  Hyde-park  corner,  he  perceived 
a  man  ftanding  at  the  bridge,  and  Iwoking  at  the  water,  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  tree  which  was  defcribed  in  the  letter.  He  forthwith  rode 
back  at  a  gentle  pace,  and  parting  by  the  perfon  expedted  to  be  addnfTed, 
hut  as  no  advance  of  this  kind  was  made,  he,  in  repafling,  bowed  to  the 
ftranger,  and  afked  if  he  bad  not  fomething  to  communicate.  The  man 
replyed,  "  No,  I  don't  know  you  ;"  the  duke  told  him  his  narr.e,  ad 
ding,  «  Now  you  know  me,  I  imagine  you  hare  fomething  to  fay  t» 
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majefty  had  dire&ed  the   lords  of 

afTure  his  parliament,  that  he  alwa 

the  hi2;heft  fatisfa£tion  in  being-  able  to  lay  before  them 


BOOK,  them,  his   majefty  had  dire&ed  the   lords  of  the  com- 
mifTion  to  afTure  his  parliament,  that  he  always  received 


me."     But  he  ftill  anfvvered  in  the  negative,  and  the  duke  rode  home. 
In  a  day  or  two  after  this  tranfaflion  another  letter  was   brought  to  him, 
couched  in  the  following  terms  : 
"   My  Lord, 

"  You  receive  this  as  an  acknowledgment  of  your  punctuality  as  to 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  on  Sunday  laft,  though  is  was  owing 
to  you  it  anfwered  no  purpofe.  The  pageantry  of  being  armed,  anci  the 
enfign  of  your  order,  were  ufelefs,  and  too  confpicious.  You  needed  no 
attendant,  the  place  was  not  calculated  for  mifchief,  nor  was  any  intended. 
If  you  walk  in  the  weft  aille  of  Weftminller-Abbey,  towards  eleven 
o'clock  on  Sunday  next,  your  fagacity  will  point  out  the  perfon  whom 
you  will  addrefs,  by  a/king  his  company  to  take  a  turn  or  two  with  you. 
You  will  not  fail,  on  enquiry,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  nam"  and  place 
of  abode.  According  to  which  direction  you  will  pleafe  to  fend  tws  or 
three  hundred  pound  bank-notes  the  next  day  by  the  penny  poft.  Exert 
not  your  curiofity  too  early  ;  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  me  grateful  on 
certain  terms.  I  have  friends  who  are  faithful,  but  they  do  not  bark  be 
fore  they  bite. 

"  lam,   &c.   F." 

The  duke,  determined,  if  pofTible,  to  unveil  this  myftery,  repaired  to 
the  Abbey  at  the  time  prefcribed,  and,  after  having  walked  up  and  down 
for  five  or  fix  minutes,  faw  the  very  fame  perfon  to  whom  he  had  fpoke 
in  Hyde-park  enter  the  Abbey,  with  another  man  of  a  creditable  appear 
ance.  This  laft,  after  they  had  viewed  fome  of  the  rronuments,  went 
into  the  choir,  and  the  other  turning  back,  advanced  towards  the  duke, 
who  accofted  him,  aiked  him  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  him,  or  any 
commands  forhim  ?  He  replied,  "  No,  my  lord,  I  have  not."  "  Sure 
you  have,"  faid  the  duke,  but  he  perfifted  in  his  denial.  Then  the 
duke  leaving  him,  took  feveral  turns  in  the  aifle,  while  theftranger  walk 
ed  on  the  other  fide.  But  nothing  further  parted  bee'veen  them,  and  al 
though  the  duke  had  provided  fev:ral  perfons  in  difguife  to  apprehend  the 
delinquent,  he  forbore  giving  the  fignal  that,  notwithstanding  appearances, 
he  might  run  no  rifque  of  injuring  an  innocemt  perfon.  Not  long  after 
this  fecond  difappointment  he  received  a  third  letter,  to  the  following 


"  My  Lord, 

"  I  am  fully  convinced  you  had  a  companion  on  Sunday  ;  I  interpret  it 
as  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  but  fuch  proceeding  is  far 
from  being  ingenuous,  and  may  produce  bad  effefts,  whillt  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  You  will  fee  me  again  foon,  as  it  were 
by  accident,  and  may  eafily  find  where  I  go  to  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
by  being  fent  to,  I  (hall  wait  on  your  grace,  but  expe£l  to  be  quite  alone, 
and  to  converfe  in  whifpers:  You  will  likewife  give  your  honour,  upon 
meeting,  that  no  part  of  the  convention  fhall  tranfpire.  Thefe,  and  the 
former  terms  complied  with,  infure  your  fafety  :  My  revenge,  in  cafe  of 
non-compliance  (or  any  fcheme  to  expofe  me)  will  be  flower,  but  not 
the  lefs  fure  ;  and  ftrong  fufpicion  the  utmoft  that  can  porTibly  enfue  upon 
it,  while  the  chances  would  be  ten-fold  againlt  you.  Yo--  will  pofiibly 
be  in  doubt  after  the  meeting,  but  it  is  quite  necefiary  the  outfi.de  fhould 
be  a  mafk  to  the  in.  The  family  of  the  Bloods  is  not  extinct,  tho'  they 
are  not  in  my  fcheme." 

The  expreflion,  "  You  will  fee  me  again  foon,  a?  it  were  by  accident," 
plainly  pointed  at  the  perfon  to  whom  he  had  fpoke  in  the  Park,  and  in 
the  Abbey;  neverthelefs,  he  faw  him  not  again,  nor  did  he  hear  any 
thing  further  of  the  affair  for  two  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
the  poft  brought  him  the  following  letter  : 
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any  events  that  might  promote  the  honour  and  intereft  CHAP, 
of  his  kingdoms:  That,  in  confequence  of  their  advice,  •     *' 
and  enabled  by  the  afliftance  which  they  unanimoufly  gave,  ^~Y~*J 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

"  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fon  of  one  Barnard,  a  furveyor,  in 
Abingdon  Buildings,  Weftminfter,  is  acquainted  with  fomc  fecrcts  that 
nearly  concern  your  fafety.  His  father  is  now  out  of  town,  which  will 
give  you  an  opportunity  of  queftioning  him  more  privately  ;  it  would  be 
ufelef;;  to  your  grace,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  me,  to  appear  more  publicly 
In  this  afFair. 

"  Your  fmcere  friend, 

"  ANONYMOUS. 

*'  He  frequently  goes  to  Storey's-Gate  coffee-houfe." 
In  about  a  week  after  this  intimation  was  received,  the  duke  fentaper- 
fon  to  the  coff:e-houfe,  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Barnard,  and  tell  him  he 
would  be  glad  to  fpeak  to  him.  The  mefiage  was  d  livered,  and  Barnard 
declared  he  would  wait  upon  his  Grace  next  Thurfday,  at  half  an  hour 
afte.-  ten  in  the  morning.  He  was  punftral  to  his  appointment,  and  no 
sooner  appeared  than  the  duke  recognifed  him  to  be  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  h.id  (poke  in  the  Park  and  in  th'i  Abbey.  Having  conducted  himinto 
an  appar^ment,  and  ihut  the  door,  he  afked,  m  before,  if  he  had  any 
thiig  t.)  communicate  ?  and  was  anfwe.ed,  as  formerly,  in  the  negative. 
Then  the  duke  repeated  every  circumftance  of  this  ftrange  tranfaftion  $ 
to  which  Barnard  liftened  with  afren'ian  and  furprife,  yet  without  exhi 
biting  any  mark^  of  confcious  guilt  or  confulion.  The  duke  obferving 
that  it  was  matter  of  aftonilh  '-cnt  to  fee  letters  of  fuch  import  written 
with  ihe  corrc-ctnefs  of  a  i'cholar,  the  other  replied,  that  a  man  might  be 
very  poor  and  v?ry  learne.l  at  the  fame  time.  "V\  hen  he  faw  the  fourth 
letter,  in  wHch  his  name  was  mentioned,  with  the  circumftance  of  his 
father's  abfence,  he  faid  "  It  is  very  odd,  my  fatl.fr  was  then  out  of 
town."  An  expreffion  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  letter  was  without 
date,  and  he  could  not,  as  an  innocent  man,  be  fuppofed  to  know  at  what 
time  it  was  written.  The  duke  having  made  him  acquainted  \\iththe  par 
ticular?,  told  him,  that  if  he  was  innocent  he  ought  to  uf  his  endeavours 
to  detect  the  writer  of  the  letters,  efpecially  of  the  laft,  in  which  he  was 
cxprcflly  named.  To  this  admonition  he  returned  no  other  anfwer  but  a 
frr.ile,  and  then  withdrew  He  wa?  afterwards  taken  intocuftody,  and 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  fending  a  threatening  letter,  contrary  to  the 
ftatute ;  but  no  evidence  could  be  found  to  prove  the  letters  were  of  his 
hand  writing  ;  nor  did  any  prefumption  appear  againft  him,  except  his  be 
ing  in  Hyde-park  and  in  Weftminfter  Abb?y,  at  the  time  and  place  ap 
pointed  in  the  two  firft  letters.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Barnard  proved, 
that  on  the  Sunday,  when  he  faw  theduks  in  Hyde-park,  he  was  on  his 
way  to  Kenfington,  on  particular  bufim-fs,  by  his  father's  order,  fignified 
to  him  that  vc-ry  morning  :  That  he  accordingly  w;nt  thither,  and  dined 
with  his  uncle,  in  company  with  feveral  other  perfons,  te  whum  he  relat 
ed  what  had  patted  between  the  duke  of  Marlborojgh  and  him  in  the 
Park  :  That  his  being  afterwards  in  Weltminfter  Abbey  was  the  effect  of 
mere  aceident :  That  Mr.  James  Greenwood  his  kinfman,  who  had  lain 
the  preceding  nifrht  at  his  father's  houfe,  defired  him  to  drefs  himfelf, 
that  they  might  walk  together  in  the  Park  $  and  he  did  not  comply  with 
his  requeft  till  after  much  felicitation  :  That  he  propofed  to  enter  the 
Park  without  paffing  through  the  Abbey,  but  was  prevailc-d  upon  by  Mr. 
Greenwood,  who  exprefled  a  defireof  feeing  the  newly-erected  monun-ent 
of  general  Hargrave  :  That,  as  he  had  formerly  communicated  to  his 
friend  the  ftrange  circumftance  of  the  duke's  fpeaking  to  him  in  Hyde- 
park,  Mr.  Greenwood  no  fooner  faw  that  nobleman  in  the  Abbey,  than  he 
gave  notice  to  Mr.  Barnard,  who  was  very  fhort-fighted  ;  and  that,  from 
his  parting  them  feveral  times,  concluding  he  wanted  to  fpe«k  with  Mf. 
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B  0  K  h'Sroajefty  had  exerted  his  endeavours  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  the  moft  vigorous  manner,  in  order  to  attain  that 
defirable  end,  always  to  be  wifhed,  a  fafe  and  honoura- 
Pariiamen-  ble  peace*  :  That  it  had  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence 
tary  pro-  to  blefs  his  meafures  and  arms  with  fuccefs  in  feveral 
eeedmg5.  parts,  and  to  make  the  enemies  of  the  nation  fee!,  that 
the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain  is  not  to  be  provoked 
with  impunity  :  That  the  conqueft  of  the  ftrong  for- 
trefs  of  Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton 
and  St.  John;  the  demolition  of  Frontenac,  of  the  high- 
eft  importance  to  his  operations  in  America,  and  the 
reduction  of  Senegal,  could  not  fail  to  bring  great  dif- 
trefs  on  the  French  commerce  and  colonies,  and,  in 
proportion,  to  procure  great  advantage  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain.  He  obferved,  that  France  had  alfo 
been  made  fenfible,  that  whilft  her  forces  are  fent  forth 
to  invade  and  ravage  the  dominions  of  her  neigh 
bours,  her  own  coafts  are  not  inaeceflible  to  his  majef- 
ty's  fleets  and  armies :  A  truth  which  (he  had  experi 
enced  in  the  demolition  of  the  works  at  Cherbourg, 
creeled  at  a  great  expence,  with  a  particular  view  to 
annoy  England,  as  well  as  in  the  lofs  of  a  great  num 
ber  of  fhips  and  veflels;  but  no  treatment,  however  in- 

Barnard  alone,  he  quitted  him,  and  retired  intothe  choir,  that  they  might 
commune  together  without  interruption.  Itlikewife  appeared,  from  un 
doubted  evidence,  that  Barnard  had  often  mentioned  openly,  to  his  friends 
and  acquaintance,  the  circumftances  of  what  paffed  between  him  and  the 
duke  inthe  Park  and  the  Abbey  :  That  his  father  was  a  man  of  unble- 
miflied  reputation,  and  in  affluent  circumftances  :  That  he  himfelfwai 
never  reduced  to  any  want,  or  fuch  exigence  as  might  impel  him  to  any  def- 
perat*  methods  of  obtaining  money  :  That  his  fidelity  had  been  often  tri 
ed,  and  his  life  always  irreproachable.  For  thefe  reafons  he  was  acquitted 
of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  an<|  the  myftery  remains  to  this  day  un- 
difcovered. 

After  all,  the  author  of  the  letters  does  not  feCm  to  have  had  any  real 
defigri  to  extort  money,  becaufe  the  fcheme  was  very  ill  calculated  for 
that  purpofe,  and  indeed  could  not  poffibly  tal*e  effec~r,  without  the  moft 
imminent  rilk  of  detection.  Perhaps  his  aim  was  nothing  more  than  to 
gratify  a  petulance  and  peculiarity  of  humour  by  alarming  the  duke, 
exciting  the  curiofity  of  the  public,  puzzling  the  multitude,  and  giving 
rife  to  a  thoufand  ridiculous  conjectures.  If  any  thing  more  was  intended, 
and  the  duke  earnaftly  dcfired  to  know  the  extent  of  the  fcheme,  he 
might,  when  he  clofeted  the  perfon  fufpefted,  have  encouraged  him  to  a 
declaration,  by  promifing  inviolable  fecrefy  on  his  word  and  honour,  in 
which  any  man  would  have  confided  as  a  facred  obligation.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  furprifing,  that  the  death  of  the  duke,  which  happened  inthe  courfe 
of  this  year,  was  never  attributed  to  the  fecret  practices  of  this  incendiary 
eorrefpondent,  who  had  given  him  to  underftand,  that  his  vengeance, 
though  flow,  would  not  be  the  lefs  certain. 

*  Inthe  month  of  Auguft,  the  king,  in  quality  of  eleftor  of  Hanover, 
having  occaiion  for  two  hundred  thoufand  pound:,  a  loan  by  fubi'cription 
for  that  fumwas  spened  at  the  bank,  and  filled  inimedutely  by  fcven  Or 
tigkt  money-dealers  of  London. 
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jurious  to  his  majefty,  could  tempt  him  to  make  reta-  CHAP 
liation  on  the  innocent   fubjedts  of  that   crown.     He 
told  them,  that    in  Germany   his  majefty's  good  bro- 
ther,  the  king    of  Pruflia,  and   prince    Ferdinand    of 
Brunfwick,  had  found  full  employment  for  the  armies 
of  France  and  her  confederates,  from  which  the  Eng- 
lifh  operations,  both  by    fea  and   in   America,  had  de 
rived  the  moft  evident  advantage  ;  their  fuccefles,  ow 
ing,  under  God,  to  their  able  conduct,  and  the  brave 
ry  of  his  majefty's  troops,  and  thofe  of  his  allies,  hav 
ing  been  fignal    and  glorious.     The  king,  moreover, 
commanded   them  to  declare,  that   the  common  caufe 
of  liberty  and  independency  was  ftill  making  noble  and 
glorious  efforts  againft  the  unnatural    union  formed  to 
opprefs    it :  That  the  commerce   of  his  fubjeclis,  the 
fource  of  national  riches,  had,  by  the  vigilant  protec 
tion  received  from  his  majefty's    fleet  flourifhed  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  paralleled  during  fuch  troubles.     In 
this  ftate  of  things,    he  faid,    the  king,  in  his  wifdoni 
thought   it  neceflary  to   ufe  many  words  to  perfuade 
them  to  bear   up   againft   all   difficulties,  effectually  to 
ftand  by  and  defend  his  majefty,  vigouroufly  to  fupport 
the  king  of  PruiJia,  and  the   reft  of  his  majefty's  allies, 
and  to   exert  themfelves  to  reduce  their  enemies  to  e- 
quitable  terms  of  accommodation.     He  obferved  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  the  uncommon  extent  of  this 
war,  in  different  parts,  occafioned  it  to  be  uncommon 
ly  expenfive :  That  the   king  had  ordered   them  to  de 
clare  to  the  commons,  that  he  fmcerely  lamented,  and 
deeply  felt  for  the  burthens  of  his  people:  That  the  fe- 
veral  eftimates  were  ordered    to   be  laid  before  them  ; 
and  that  he  defired  only  fuch  fupplies  as  fhould   requi- 
fite  to  pufli    the  war  with  advantage,  and  be   adequate 
to  the  neceflary  fervices.     In  the  laft  place,  he  affured 
them  the  king  took  fo   much  fatisfa&ion   in  that  good 
harmony  which   fubfifted  among  his   faithful  fubje£ls, 
that  it  was  more  proper  for  him  now  to  thank  them  for 
it,  than    to  repeat   his    exhortation    to   it:  That   this 
union,  neceflary  at  all  times,  was  more  efpecially  fo  in 
fuch  critical  conjunctures;  and  his  majefty  doubted  not 
but  the  good  effects  the  nation  had  found  from  it  would 
be  the  ftrongeft   motives   to  them  to  purfue   it. — The 
reader  will,  no  doubt,  be  furprifed  to  find  this  harangue 
abound   with   harfhnefs   of  period   and  inelegancy   of 
expreffion  :  He  will  wonder  that,  in  particularifmg  the 
fuccefles   of  the  year  in  America,  no  mention   is  made 
of  the  redu&ion   of  Fort   Du  Quefne,  on  the   river 
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BOOK  Ohio;    a  place  of  great    importance,  both   from   its 
ftrength  and  fituation,  the  erection  of  which   had  been 


"Y        one  great  motive  to  the  war  between  the  two  nations  : 
17581       But  he  will  be  ftill  more   furprifed  to   hear  it  declared 
from  the  throne,  that  the  operations,  both  by  fea,  and 
in  America,  had  derived   the   moft  evident  advantage 
from  the  war  in  Germany.     An  aflertion  the  more  ex 
traordinary,  as  the  BritHh  miniftry,  in  their  anfvver  to 
the  Parallel,  which    we  have  already  mentioned,  had 
exprefsly  affirmed,  that    "  none  but  fuch  as  are  unac 
quainted  with   the  maritime  force  of  England  can  be 
lieve,  that  without  a  diverfiononthe  continent,  to  em 
ploy  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  fhs  is   not  in  a  condi 
tion  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  and   maintain    her  fuperiority 
at  fea.  —  That  they  muft  be  very  ignorant,  indeed,  who 
imagine  that  the  forces  of  England  are  not  able  to  re- 
fift  thofe  of  France,  unlefs  the  latter  be  hindered  from 
turning  all  her  efforts  to  the  fea."     It  is  very  remarka 
ble,  that  the   Britifh  miniftry  fhould  declare,  that  the 
war  in  Germany  was  favourable  to  the  Englifh  opera 
tions  by  fea  and  in  America  :    and   almoft  in   the  fame 
breath  accufe  the  French  king  of  having  fomented  that 
war.     Let  us  fuppofe,  that  France  had  no  war  to  main 
tain  in  Europe;    and  afk  in  what  manner  fhe,  in  that 
cafe,  would  have  oppofed   the  progrefs    of  the  Britifh 
arms  by  fea,  and  in  America?     Her  navy  was  reduced 
to  fuch  a  condition  that  it  durft  not  quit  her  harbours  ; 
her  merchant  (hips  were  all  taken,  her  mariners    con 
fined  in  England,  and  the  fea  was  covered  with  Britifh 
cruizers  :    In   thefe    circumftances,    what   expedients 
could  fhe  have  contrived  for  fending  fupplies   and  rein 
forcements  to  America,  or  for  oppofing  the   naval  ar 
maments  of  Great   Britain  in  any   other   part  of  the 
world  ?  —  None.     Without   (hips  and    mariners,    her 
troops,  ammunition,  and  ftores  were,  in  this  refpedl:, 
as  ufelefs  as  money  to  a  man  {hip-wrecked  on  adefolate 
ifland.     But,  granting  that  the  war  in   Germany  had, 
in  fome  meafure,  diverted  the  attention  of  the  French 
miniftry  from   the    profecution  of  their   operations   in 
America  (and  this    is   granting  more  than  ought  to  be 
allowed)  the  queftion   is   not,    whether   the  hoftilities 
upon  the  continent  of  Europe  prevented    France  from 
fending  a  great  number  of  troops  to  Canada;  but  whe 
ther  the  war  in  Germany  was  either  neceflary  or  expe 
dient  for  diftreffing  the  French  more  effectually  in  other 
parts   of  the  world  ?     Surely  every  intelligent  man  of 
candour  muft   anlwer  in  the  negative.     The   expence 
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Incurred  by  England  for  fubfidies  and  armies  in  the  CHAP, 
empire,  exceeded  three  millions  fterling  annually  j 
and  this  enormous  expence,  without  being  able  to  ^~Y**J 
protect  Hanover,  only  ferved  to  keep  the  war  alive  in  I/5  " 
different  parts  of  Germany.  Had  one  half  of  this 
fum  been  employed  in  augmenting  and  extending  the 
naval  armaments  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  reinforcing 
her  troops  in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  Franca 
would  have  been,  at  this  day,  deprived  of  all  her  fu- 
gar  colonies,  as  well  as  of  her  fettlements  on  the  con 
tinent  of  America  ;  and  being  abfolutely  cut  off  from 
thefe  fources  of  wealth,  would  have  found  it  impracti 
cable  either  to  gratify  her  fubfidiaries,  or  to  maintain 
fuch  formidable  armies  to  annoy  her  neighbours. 
Thefe  are  truths,  which  will  appear  to  the  conviction 
of  the  public,  when  the  illufive  fpells  of  unfubftantial 
victory  are  diiiblved,  and  time  fliail  have  difperfed  the 
thick  mills  of  prejudice,  which  now  feem  to  darken  and 
perplex  the  underitanding  of  the  people. 

The  conduct  of  the  adminiftration  was  fo  agreeable 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  that,  in  their  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  they  exprefTed  their  unfhaken  zeal  and 
loyalty  to  his  majefty's  perfon,  congratulated  him  on 
the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  promifed  to  fupport  his 
meafures  and  allies  with  fteadinefs  and  alacrity*.  It 
was  probably  in  confequence  of  this  affurance  that  a 
new  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  PrufTla  was 
concluded  at  London  on  the  yth  of  December,  im 
porting,  That  as  the  burthenfome  war  in  which  the 
king  of  Pruflia  is  engaged,  lays  him  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  making  frefh  efforts  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
the  multitude  of  enemies  who  attack  his  dominions,  he 
is  obliged  to  take  new  meafures  with  the  king  of  Eng 
land,  for  their  reciprocal  defence  and  fafety  ;  and  his 
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*  That  the  charge  of  difaffec-tion  to  the  king's  perfon,  which  was  fa 
loudly  trumpeted  by  former  miniftcrs  and  their  adherents,  againft  all 
thofe  who  had  honefly  and  courage  to  oppofe  the  meifures  of  a  weak 
and  corrupt  administration,  was  entirely  falfe,  and  without  foundation, 
appeared  at  this  jundture,  when  in  the  midft  of  a  cruel,  oppreffive,  and 
continental  war,  maintained  by  the  blood  and  tre:ifure  of  Great  Br  tain, 
all  oppofition  ceafcd  in  both  houfes  of  parliament.  The  addrefles  of 
thanks  to  his  majefty,  which  are  always  didtuted  by  the  irrv.ne.jiate 
lervants  of  the  crown,  were  unanimoufly  adopted  in  both  houfcs,  and 
not  only  couched  in  terms  of  applaufe,  but  even  inflated  with  expref- 
lions  of  rapture  and  admiration.  They  declared  themfelves  fenfible,  that 
the  operations  of  Great  Britain,  both  by  feaand  in  America,  had  rec;ivjci 
the  moft  evident  and  important  advantages  from  the  maintenance  ot  the 
war  in  Germany,  and  feemed  eager  to  efpoufe  any  meal  are  that  might 
gratify  the  inclinations  of  the  ibveieign. 
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^r'tann'c  niajefty  bath,  at  the  fame   time,  fignified  his 
earneft  dcfire  to  ftrengthcn  ^e  friendfhip  fubfifting  be- 
twecn   the  two  courts,  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  to 
conclude   a    formal   convention,    for    granting  to   his 
Pruilkm  mrjefty  fpecdy  and  powerful   affiftance,   their 
majefties  have  nominated  and  nuthotifed  their  mir.if- 
teis  to  concert  and  fettle  the  following  articles  :  —  All 
formal  treaties  between  the  two   crowns,  particularly 
that  iigned  at  Weftminfter  on  the  i6th  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one   thoufand  feven  hundred   and    fifty-fix, 
snd  the  convention  of  the  nth  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  are  confirm 
ed  by  the  prefent  convention  of  the  nth  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  in  their 
whole  tenor,  as  if  they  were  herein   inferted  word   for 
word.     The  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall   caufe  to   be 
paid  at  London,  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as   (hall  be 
authorifed  by  the  kinc  of  Prufiia  for  that  end,  the  fum 
of  four  millions  of  rix-dollars,  making  fix  hundred  and 
feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  at  one  payment,  im 
mediately  on  the  exchange  of  the    ratifications,  if  the 
king  of  Pruffia  {hall  fo  require.     His  Pruffian  majefty 
ihali  employ  the  faid  fum  in  fupporting  and  augment 
ing  his  forces,  which  mall  act  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall 
be  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  the  common  caufe,  and  con 
tribute  moft  to  the  mutual  defence  and  fafety  of  their 
laid  majefties.     The  king  of  Great  Britain,   both  as 
king  and  elector,  and  the  king  of  PrufTia,  reciprocally 
bind  themfelves  not  to  conclude  with  the  powers    that 
have  taken  part  in  the  prefent  war,  any  treaty  of  peace, 
truce,  or  other  fuch  like  convention,  but  by   common 
advice  and  confent,   each  exprefsly    including   therein 
the  other.     The  ratification  of  the  prefent  convention 
fliall  be   exchanged    within  fix   weeks,   or    fooner,  if 
poffible.     In  efredt,  this   treaty  was    no  other   than  a 
renewal  of  the  fubfidy   from  year  to   year,  becaufe   it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  ftipulate  in  the  ift  fubfidiary 
convention  an  annual   fupply  of  fuch  importance  until 
the  war  fhould  be    terminated,  left  the  people  of  Eng 
land  mould   be   alarmed  at  the  profpecl  of  fuch  fuc- 
ceflive  burthens,  and  the   complaifance   of  the  com 
mons  be   in  fome  future   feflion  exhaufted.     On   the 
whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary  treaty 
that  ever  was  concluded  ;  for  it  contains   no  fpecifica- 
tion  of  articles,   except   the   payment  of  the  fubfidy  : 
Every  other  article  was  left  to  the  interpretation  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty. 
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The  parliament,  having  performed  the  ceremony  CHAP. 
ofaddrefles  to  the  throne,  immediately  proceeded  to  X> 
the  great  work  of  the  fupply.  The  two  committees 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  were  immediately  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  continued  by  adjournments  to  the  month  cf 
May,  by  the  23d  day  of  which  all  their  refolutions 
were  taken.  They  voted  fixty  thoufand  men,  inclu 
ding  fourteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five 
marines,  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year;  and  for 
the  operations  by  land,  a  body  of  troops  amounting  to 
fifty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  effec 
tive  men,  befides  the  auxiliaries  of  Hanover,  Hefle, 
Brunfwick,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  Buckebourg,  to  the 
number  of  fifty  thoufand,  and  five  battalions  on  the 
Irifh  eftablilliment,  in  adlual  fervice  in  America  and 
Africa.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  fixty  thoufand 
men  employed  in  the  fea-fervice,  they  granted  three 
millions  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ; 
for  the  land-forces,  one  million  two  hundred  fifty-fix 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  fifteen  (hil 
lings  and  two  pence  ;  for  the  charge  of  the  additional 
five  battalions,  forty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings  and  nine  pence ;  for 
the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officers,  and  hofpitals 
of  the  land-forces,  fifty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-four  pounds,  one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  ;  for 
maintaining  the  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Gibraltar, 
Nova-Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Providence,  Cape-Bre 
ton,  and  Senegal,  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds,  five 
(hillings  and  feven  pence;  for  the  charge  of  ordnance 
for  land  fervice,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fe 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  eleven  (hillings 
and  nine  pence  ;  for  extraordinary  fervice  performed 
by  the  fame  office,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  three  hundred 
twenty-three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-feven 
pounds,  thirteen  (hillings  and  three  pence;  for  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to  fea-officers, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-one  pounds,  nine  (hillings  and  eight  pence; 
towards  the  fupport  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  and  for  the 
out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-college,  the  fum  of  thirty-fix 
thoufand  pounds.  They  allotted  for  one  year's  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  one  million  two  hundred  thirty-eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-feven  pounds,  nine 
teen  (hillings  and  ten  pence,  over  and  above  fixty 
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BOOK  thoufanci   pounds  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  fulfil  his 
engagements  with  the   landgrave  of  Hefie-Cafiel,  pur- 


fur.nt  to  the  feparate  article  of  a  new  treaty  concluded 
between  them  in  the  month  of  January  of  this  current 
yea;,  ftipulating  that  this  fum  fhould  be  paid  to  his  fe- 
yene  highnefs,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  means  by  which 
he  might  a^ain  fix  his  refidence  iji  his  own  dominions, 
and  by  his  prtfence  give   frefh   courage  to  his    faithful 
fubjects.     Eighty     thoufand  pounds   were  granted  for 
enabling  his  majecty  to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifed  in 
purfuancc  of  an  acr  pafled  in  the  preceding  fefiion,  and 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids   or  fupplies   to  be  granted 
in  this  feilion  of  parliament.     The  fum  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  voted    towards   the  building  and 
repairing;  fhips  of  war  for  the   enfuing  year.     Fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  were  allowed  for   improving  London 
bridge;  and  forty  thoufand  on  accompt  for  the  Found- 
Jing-hofpital.     For  the  charge  of  tranfports  to  be  em 
ployed  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  they  afiigned  fix  hun 
dred  fixty-,feven  thoufand   feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  pounds  nineteen   (hillings    and    feven   pence:  For 
maintaining  the  colonies  of  Nova-Scotia  and    Georgia 
they  bellowed  twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  pounds,  thirteen  {hillings  and    five   pence. 
To  replace  fums  taken  from  the  finking  fund,  thirty- 
three    thoufand    two  hundred   and    fifty-two   pounds, 
eighteen  fhillings  and  ten  pence  half-penny  ;   for  main 
taining  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettiements  en  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  ten    thoufand   pounds  ;  and   for  paying  off 
the  mortgage  on  an  eftate  dtvifed  for  the   endowment 
of  a  profeflbrfhip  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  the 
fum  of  twelve    hundred   and  eighty  pounds.     For  the 
rxpence   of   the  miiiiia,    they  voted    ninety   thoufand 
pounds  :    For  extraordinary  expences    relating   to  the 
land  forces,  incurred   in   the   courfe  of  Jaft  year,  and 
unprovided  for  by  parliament,  the    fum  of   four   hun 
dred  fixty-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-five 
pounds  ten   {hillings  and   five  pence   three  farthings. 
For  the  purchafe  of  certain  lands   and   hereditaments, 
in   order    to   fecure   the   king's  docks   at  Portfmouih, 
Chatham,  and   Plymouth,  they  granted  thirty-fix  thou 
fand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-fix   pounds  two  Shillings 
and   ten  pence.     They  voted   two   hundred   thoufand 
pounds    for    enabling     his    majefty     to   give     proper 
compenfations  to   the   refpe£tive   provinces  in    North 
America,  for  the  expences  they  had  incurred    in  levy 
ing  and  maintaining  troops  for  the  ftrvice  of  the  public, 


G    E    O    R    G    E        II.  381 

They  granted  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Eaft  CHAP. 
India  company,  towards  enabling  them  to  defray  the 
expence  of  a  military  force  in  their  fettlements  ;  and  ^^^^ 
the  fame  fum  was  granted  for  carrying  on  the  fortifi-  1759' 
cations  to  fecure  the  harbour  of  Milford.  To  make 
good  feveral  fums  ifmed  by  his  majefty ;  for  indemni 
fying  the  inn-holders  and  victuallers  of  Hampfhire, 
for  the  cxpences  they  had  incurred  in  quartering  the 
Heflian  auxiliaries  in  England;  for  an  addition  to  the 
falaries  of  judges,  and  other  lefs  considerable  purpofes, 
they  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty-fix  thoufand  one  hun 
dred  and  feventy-eight  pounds,  fixteen  fhillings  and 
fix  pence.  Finally,  they  voted  one  million,  upon  ac- 
compt,  for  enabling  the  king  to  defray  any  extraor 
dinary  expence  of  the  war,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year;  and  to  take  all 
fuch  meafures  as  might  be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or 
defeat  any  enterprizes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies^  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  fhould  require.  The  fum  of 
all  the  grants  voted  by  the  committee  of  fupply  amount 
ed  to  twelve  millions  feven  hundred  fixty-one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nineteen  fhillings  and 
five  pence. 

The  commons  v/ere  ftill  employed  in  deliberations 
on  ways  and  means  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  when  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt  communicated  to  them  a  meflage  from 
the  king,  couched  in  thefe  terms  :  "  His  majefty,  re 
lying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affection  of  his  faith 
ful  commons,  and  confidering  that,  in  this  critical  con 
juncture,  emergencies  may  arife,  which  may  be  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  and  be  attended  with  the  moft  per 
nicious  confequences,  if  proper  means  fliould  not  im 
mediately  be  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is 
defirous  that  this  houfe  will  enable  him  to  defray  any 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  war,  incurred,  or  to  be 
incurred,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprizes 
or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exigencies  of  af 
fairs  may  require."  This  meflage  being  read,  a 
motion  was  made,  and  agreed  to  nem.  con.  that  it 
fliould  be  referred  to  the  committee,  who  forthwith 
formed  upon  it  the  refolution,  whereby  one  million 
was  granted,  to  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
chargeable  on  the  firft  aids  that  mould  be  given  in  the 
next  feflion.  This  produced  a  bill,  enabling  his  ma 
jefty  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for  the  ufes  and 
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3  O  O  x.  purpofss  therein   mentioned,  comprehending  a  claufe, 

.J  allowing  the  bank  of  England  to  advance,  on  the  cre- 

*"Y""*     dit  of  the  loan    therein   mentioned,   any  fum  not  ex- 

}759-      ceeding  a  million,   notvvithftanding  the  acl:  of  the  fifth 

and  fixth  years    in  the  reign  of  William  and    Mary, 

by  which  the  bank  was  eftabliftied. 

The  bills  relating  folely  to  the  fupply  being  difcuf- 
fed  and  expedited,  the  houfe  proceeded,  as  ufual,  to 
enact  other  laws  for  the  advantage  of  the  community, 
Petitions  having  been  prefented  by  the  cities  of  Brif- 
tol  and  New  Sarum,  alledging,  that  fuice  the  laws 
prohibiting  the  making  of  low  wines  and  fpirits  from 
grain,  meal,  and  flour,  had  been  in  force,  the  com 
monalty  appeared  morefober,  healthy,  and  induftrious  ; 
reprefenting  the  ill  confequences  which  they  appre 
hended  would  attend  the  repeal  of  thefe  laws;  and 
therefore  praying  their  continuance  ;  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  refolved,  that  the  prohibition  to  ex 
port  corn  fhould  be  continued  to  the  24th  day  of  De 
cember,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  ;  fubjecl  neverthelefs  to  fuch  provifions  for 
fhortening  the  laid  term  of  its  continuance  as  fhould 
therefore  be  made  by  any  acl:  of  that  feflion,  or  by  his 
inajefry,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament  :  That  the  acl  for  difcontinu- 
ingthe  duties  upon  corn  and  flour  imported,  or  brought 
in  as  prize,  was  not  proper  to  be  further  continued  ; 
and  that  the  prohibition  to  make  low  wines  or  fpirits 
from  any  fort  of  grain,  meal,  or  flour,  mould  be  con 
tinued  to  the  24th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine.  Before  the 
bill  wns  formed  on  thefe  retblutions,  petitions  arrived 
frcm  Liverpool  and  Bath,  to  the  fame  purport  as  thofe 
of  Briftol  and  Sarum  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  a  re- 
monflrance  was  prefented  by  a  great  number  of  the 
malt-diMillers  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  London,  al 
ledging,  that  it  having  been  deemed  expedient  to  pro 
hibit  the  diftiilino;  of  fpirits  from  any  fort  of  grain  to 
the  24th  day  of  December  then  inftant,  fome  of  the 
petitioners  had  entirely  ceafed  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs 
of  diftilling,  while  others,  merely  with  a  view  to  pre- 
ferve  their  cuftomers,  the  compound  diftiilers,  and  em 
ploy  fome  of  their  fervants,  horfes,  and  utenfils,  had 
iubmitted  to  carry  on  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  from 
molafles  and  fugars  under  great  difadvantages,  in  full 
hope  that  the  faid  reilraint  would  ceafe  at  the  expira 
tion  of  the  limited  time,  or  at  leaft  when  the  neceffity 
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which  occafioned  that    reftraint  fliould  be  removed  ;  C  H  A  P, 
That  it  was  with  great  cancern   they  obferved    a  bill  ,         ' 
would  be  brought  in  for  protracting  the   faid   prohibi 
tion,  at  a  time  when  the  price  of  all  manner  of  grain, 
and  particularly  of  wheat  and  barley,  was  confiderably 
reduced,  and,  as  they  humbly  conceived,  at  a  reafona- 
ble  medium.     They  expatiated   on  the  great  lofs  they, 
as  well  as  many  traders  and  artificers,  dependants  upon 
them,  muft  fuftain,   in  cafe   the    faid   bill  fhould    be 
pa{Ted  into  a  law.     They   prayed   the  houfe  to   take 
thefe  circumftances  into  confideration,  and  either  per 
mit  them  to  carry  on  the  diftillation  from  wheat,  malt, 
and  other  grain,  under  fuch   reftriclions  as  fhould  be 
judged  neceflary  ;  or  to  grant  them  fuch  other    relief, 
in  refpecl:  of  their  feveral  lories  and    incumbrances,  as 
to   the   houfe   fhould   feem    reafonable   and  expedient. 
This  petition,  though  ftrenuoufly  urged  by  a  powerful 
and  clamourous  body  without  doors,  did  not  meet  with 
great  encouragement  within.     It   was   ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table  ;    and  an   inllruftion  was  given  to  the 
committee,   empowering  them  to  receive  a  claufe  or 
claufes    to  allow   the  tranfportation  of  certain  quanti 
ties  of  meal,  flour,  bread,    and  buifcuir,  to  the  iflands 
of  Guernfey  and   Jerfey,   for  the  fole  ufe  of  the  inha 
bitants  ;  and  another  to  prohibit   the  making  of  low 
wines  and  fpirits    from  bran.     Much    more  attention 
was  paid  to  a  petition  of  feveral   farmers  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,   reprefenting,   that    their  farms   confided 
chiefly  of  arable   land,   which  produced  much    greater 
quantities  of  corn  than  could  be  confumed    within  that 
county  :  That,  in  the  laft  harveft,  there  was   a    great 
and  plentiful   crop   of  all    forts  of  grain,  the   greateft 
part  of  which  bad,  by  unfavourable  weather,  been  ren 
dered  unfit  for  fale  at  London,  or  other   markets,   for 
home  confumption  :  That  large  quantities  of  malt  were 
then  lying  at  London,   arifing   chiefly   from  the  crops 
of  barley  growing  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven   hun 
dred  and  fifty- feven,   the  fale  of  which  was  ftagnated  : 
That   the  petitioners  being    informed   the   houfe  had 
ordered  a  bill  to  continue  the  prohibition    of  corn  ex 
ported,  they   begged  leave  to  obferve,  that,  fhould  it 
pafs  into  a   law,  it  would  be  extremely  prejudicial  to 
all,  and  ruin  many  farmers  of  that  county,  as  they  had 
offered  their  corn  for  fale  at  divers  ports  and  markets 
of  the  faid  county;  but  the  merchants   refufed  to   buy 
it  at  any   price,  alledging  its   being  unfit  for  the  Lon 
don  market,  the  great  quantity  of  corn  with  which  that 
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BOOK  market  was  already  overftocked,  and  their  not  being 
'  allowed  either  to  export  it,  or  make  it  into  malt  for 
exportation  :  They,  therefore,  prayed  this  prohibition 
might  be  removed,  or  they  the  petitioners  indulged 
with  fome  other  kind  of  relief.  Although  this  remon- 
ftrance  was  dulv  confidered,  the  bill  paiTed  with  the 
amendments,  becaufe  of  the  provifo,  by  which  his  ma- 
iefty  in  council  was  empowered  to  fhorten  the  date 
of  the  prohibition,  with  refpecfc  to  the  exportation  of 
corn,  during  the  recefs  of  parliament:  But  the  tem 
porary  reftraint  laid  upon  diftillation  was  made  abfo- 
lute,  without  any  fuch  condition,  to  the  no  fmall  difap- 
pointment  and  mortification  of  the  diftillers,  who  had 
fpared  no  pains  and  expence,  by  private  felicitation  and 
iirenuous  difpute  in  the  public  papers,  to  recommend 
their  caufe  to  the  favour  of  the  community.  They  ur 
ged,  that  malt-fpirit?,  when  ufed  in  moderation,  far 
from  being  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  individuals,  were, 
in  many  damp  and  marfliy  parts  of  the  kingdom,  abfo- 
luteiy  necefTary  for  preferving  the  field-labourers  from 
agues,  and  other  diftempers  produced  by  the  cold  and 
moiilure  of  the  climate  :  That  if  they  were  debarred 
the  ufe  of  malt-fpirits,  they  would  have  rccourfe  to 
French  brandy,  with  which,  as  they  generally  refided 
near  the  fea-coaft,  the  fmugglers  would  provide  them 
almoft  as  cheap  as  the  malt-fpirits  could  be  afforded  : 
Thus  the  increafed  confumption  of  French  fpirits  would 
drain  the  nation  of  ready  money  to  a  considerable  a- 
mount,  and  prejudice  the  king's  revenue  in  the  fame 
proportion.  They  obferved,  that  many  diftillers  had 
already  quitted  that  branch  of  trade,  and  difpofed  of 
their  materials  :  That  all  of  them  would  probably  take 
the  fame  refolution,  fhould  the  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  as 
no  man  could  forefee  when  the  prohibition  would  ceafe, 
fhould  it  be  continued  at  a  time  when  all  forts  of  grain 
abounded  in  fuch  plenty:  That  the  very  wafte  of  ma 
terials  by  difufe,  over  and  above  the  lying  out  of  the 
money,  would  be  of  great  prejudice  to  the  proprie 
tor  :  Thus  the  bufinefs  of  diftilling,  by  which  fo 
many  families  were  fupported,  would  be  banished 
from  the  kingdom  entirely  ;  efpecially,  as  the  ex- 
pence  of  eftablifhing  a  lars;e  diilillery  was  fo  great, 
that  no  man  would  choofc  to  employ  his  money  for 
this  purpofe,  judging  from  experience,  that  fome  fu 
ture  accidental  fcarcity  of  corn  might  induce  the  le- 
gillaturc  to  interpofe  a  ruinous  delay  in  this  branch 
of  bufinefs.  They  affirmed,  that,  from  the  excefUve 
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ufe  of  malt-fpirits,  no  good  argument  could   be   drawn  c  H  A  p« 
againft   this  branch    of  traffic,    no  more   than  ng-iinft 
any  other conveniency  of  life  :  Thst  the    exceffive  ufe  ^-'v^-' 
of  common  beer  or  ale  was  prejudicial  to  the  health  and      l'59' 
morals  of  the  people,  yet  no  perfon  ever  thought  of  put 
ting  an  end  to   the  practice    of  brewing,  in    order    to 
prevent  the   abufe    of  brewed  liquors.     They    urged, 
that  in  all  parts  of  Great  Britain,  there   are   forne  par 
cels  of  land  that  produce   nothing  to   advantage,  but  a 
coarfe  kind  of  barley,  called  Big,  which,    though    nei 
ther  fit  for  brewing  or  for  baking,  may  neverthdefs  be 
ufed  in  the  diftillery,  and  is  accordingly  purchafed  by 
thofe  concerned  in  this  branch  at  fuch   an   encouraging 
price,  as  enables  many  farmers  to  pay  a  higher    rent  to 
their  landlords  than  they  could  otherwise  afford  :  That 
there  are  every  yearfome  parcels  of  all  forts  of  grain  fo 
damaged  by  unfeafonable  weather,  or   other   accidents, 
as  to  be  rendered  altogether  unfit  for  bread  or  brewery, 
and  would  prove  a  very  great  misfortune  to  the   farmer, 
if  there  was  no  diftillery,  for  the  ufe  of  which  he  could 
fell  his  damaged  commodity.     They  aflerted,  that  malt- 
fpirits  were  abfolutely   neceflary   for  profecuting  feme 
branches  of  foreign  commerce,  particularly  the  trade  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  which  traffic  no  afibrtment  could 
be  made  up  without  a  large  quantity  of  geneva,  of  which 
the  natives  are  fo  fond,  that  they    will  not  traffic   with 
any  merchants  who  has  not  a  configurable  quantify,  not 
only  for  fale,  but  alfo  for  prefents    to   their  chiefs    and 
rules  :  That  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain    mull  ei 
ther  have  this  commodity  of  their  own  produce,  or  im 
port  it  at  a  great  national  expence  from  Holland  :  That 
the  charge  of  this  importation,  together    with  the   du 
ties  payable  upon  it,  fome  part  of  which  is   not  to  he 
drawn  back  on  exportation,  will  render  it   poffible   for 
the  traders  to  fell  it  fo  cheap  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  as  it 
might  be  fold  by  the  Dutch,  who  are  the  great  rivals  of 
Great  Britain  in  this  branch  of  commerce.     To  thefe 
argument?,  all  of  which    were  pl:;ufible,  and    fome  of 
thc-.n  unanswerable,  it  was  replied, that raalt-fpiritsnjight 
be  confidered    as   a  fatal  ?.nd  bewitched   poifon,  which 
had  adlunlly  debauched  the  minds,  and   eperfated    t]ie 
bodies  of  the  common  people   to  a  very  deplorable  de 
gree  :   That,  without  entering  fu'ther  into  a  cornpari- 
fon  between  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  the  two   liquors,  beer 
and  geneva,  it  would  ivj  fufHcieru   to   obferve,  t'.at  the 
uf.:  of  be-.jr  anu  ale  hud  pro.uio-iJ  n!>;;j  ai' !.::;,!.:   d.-.r^iul 
effects  which  were  the  conferences  of  diinki:1^  su:^- 
VOL.  ill.  3  I) 
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B  O  p  K  va  ;  and  fmce  the  prohibition  of  the  diftillery   of  malt- 
iJ^Lt  Spirits  had  taken  place,  the  common    people    were    be 
come  apparently  more  fober,  decent,  healthy,    and  in- 
*759'      duftrious  :  A  circumftancefufficient  to  induce  the    le- 
giflature  not  only  to  intermit,  but  even  totally  to  abo- 
lifh  the  pra£Hce  of  diftillation,  which   has  ever    been 
productive  of  fuch  intoxication,  riot,  diforder,  and  dif- 
temper,  among  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  as  might 
be  deemed  the  greateft  evils  incident  to  a  well    regula 
ted  commonwealth.     Their  aflertion    with   refpedt   to 
the  coarfe  kind  of  barley,  called  Big,  was  contiadicted 
as  a  deviation  from   truth,  inafmuch  as    it  wa?  uftd  in 
making  malt,  as  well  as  in   making   bread  :   And  wirh 
rcfpecl:  to   damaged   corn,  thofe   who   underftood    the 
nature  of  grain  affirmed,  that  if  it  was   fpoiled  to    fuch 
a  degree  as  to  be    altogether  unfit  for  either  of  t'-  -,'e 
purpofes,  the  diftillers  would  not  purchafe    it  at  fuch  a 
price  as  would  indemnify  the  farmer  for  the    charge  of 
threfhing  and  carriage  ;  for  the  diftillers  are  very  fenfi- 
ble  that  their  greateft  profit  is  derived  from  their   diftil- 
ling  the  malt  made  from  the  beft  barley,  fo  that  the  in- 
creafeofthe   produce  far  exceeded    in  proportion   the 
advance  of  the  price.     It   was    not,  however,  an   eafy 
matter  to  prove,  that  the  diftillation  of  malt-fpirits  was 
not  necefiary   to  an  advantageous   profecution  of  the 
commerce  on  thecoaft  of  Guinea,  as  well  as  among  the 
Indians  in  feme  parts  of  North  America.     Certain  it  is, 
that  in  thcfe  branches   of  traffic,  the    want   of  geneva 
may  be  fupplied  by  fpirits  diftilled  from  fugars  and  mo- 
lafTes.     After  all,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  good  and 
falutary  effects  of  the  prohibition  were  vifible  in   every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  ?.nd  no  evil  confequences   enfued, 
except  a  derninution  of  the  revenue  in  this  article  :  A 
confideration  which,  at  all  times,  ought  to  be  facn'ficed 
to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people  ;  nor  will  this 
confideration  be  found  of  any   great  weight,  when  we 
refleitl,  that  the  lefs  the  malt-fpirit  is  drunk,  the  greater 
quantity  of  beer  and  ale  will  be  confumed,  and  the  pro 
duce  of  the  duties  and  excife  upon  the  brewery  be  aug 
mented  accordingly. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  forts  of  grain  continuing  to 
fall  in  price,  and  great  plenty  appearing  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the 
grand  juries  afTeniblcd  at  the  general  quarter  feiTions  of 
the  peace  held  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  compofed 
and  prefentt-d  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  begin 
ning  of  February,  a  petition,  representing,  that  the 


G    E    O    R    G    E        II.  387 

weather  proving  unfavourable  in  the  harveft,  great  CHAP. 
part  of  the  barley  raifed  in  that  county  was  much  da-  , 
maged,  and  rendered  unfit  for  any  other  ufe  than  that  *~V~* 
of  being  made  into  malt  for  exportation  ;  that,  unlefs  >1759' 
it  fhould  be  fpeedily  manufactured  for  that  purpofe,  it 
would  be  entirely  fpoiled,  and  perifh  in  the  hands  of 
the  growers  ;  a  lofs  that  muft  be  very  fenfibly  felt  by 
the  land  owners  :  They,  therefore,  entreated  that  leave 
might  be  given  for  the  exportation  of  malt;  and  that 
they  might  be  favoured  with  fuch  further  relief,  as  to 
the  heufe  fhould  feem  juft  and  reafonable.  In  confe- 
quenceof  this  petition,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  to  deliberate  upon  the  fubjec~l;  and  as  it 
appeared,  upon  examination,  that  the  price  of  grain 
was  reduced  very  low,  and  great  abundance  diffufed 
through  the  kingdom,  they  refolved,  that  the  continu 
ance  of  that  part  of  the  a£l,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  grain,  ought  to  be  abridged  and  Shortened,  and  the 
exportation  of  thcfe  commodities  allowed,  under  pro 
per  regulations  with  refpect  to  the  time  of  fuch  expor 
tation,  and  the  allowance  of  bounties  thereupon.  A 
bill  being  founded  on  thefe  refolutionc;,  was  difcufTed, 
and  underwent  feveral  amendments  :  At  length,  it  was 
fent  with  a  new  title  to  the  lords,  who  patted  it  with 
out  further  alteration,  and  then  it  obtained  the  royal 
fandtion. 

While  this  affair  was  under  the  deliberation  of  the 
committee,  the  commons  unanimoufly  iffued  an  order 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  a£l  of  laft  feffion,  permitting  the  importation  offalt- 
ed  beef  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  with  an  in- 
ftru&ion  to  receive  a  claufe,  extending  this  perrniflion 
to  all  forts  of  faked  pork,  or  hog-meat,  as  the  officers 
of  the  cuftom-houfehad  refufed  to  admit  hams  from  Iro» 
land  to  an  entry.  The  bill  likewife  received  another 
confiderable  alteration,  importing,  That,  inftead  of 
the  duty  of  one  {hilling  and  three  pence,  charged  by 
the  former  a£t  on  every  hundred  weight  of  falted  beef  or 
pork  imported  from  Ireland,  which  was  found  not 
adequate  to  the  duty  payable  for  fuch  a  quantity 
of  fait  as  is  requifite  to  be  ufed  in  curing  and 
faking  thereof ;  and  to  prevent  as  well  the  expence  to 
the  revenue,  as  the  detriment  and  lofs  which  would  ac 
crue  to  the  owner  and  importer,  from  opening  thecafks 
in  which  the  provifion  is  generally  depofited,  with  the 
pickle  or  brine  proper  for  preferving  the  fame,  in  order 
to  afcertain  the  nett  weight  of  the  provifion  liable  to 
the  faid  duties — 'for  thefe  rcafons  it  was  enacTx-d,  That 
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BOOK  from  and  after  the  24'h  day  of  laft  December,  and  du 
ring:  the  continuance  of  this  act,  a  duty  of  three   fhil- 

^•"V"*''  lings  sr.d  four  pence  fnould  be  paid  upon  importation 
l759'  for  every  barrel  or  cad;  of  faked  beef  or  pork  contain 
ing ;  thirty-two  gallons  ;  and  one  (hilling  and  threepence 
for  every  hundred  weight  of  faltcd  beef,  called  dried 
beef,  ciied  neats  tongues,  or  dried  hog- meat,  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefler  quantity. 

Repeated  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  go 
vernment  by  neutral  nations,  efpecially  the  Dutch,  that 
their  feips  find  been  plundered,  and  their  crews  mal 
treated,  by  fome  of  the  Engli'h  privateers,  the  leg  if 
lature  refolved  to  provide  effectually  againfr.  any  fuch 
outrageous  practices  f^r  the  future  ;  and,  with  this 
view,  the  commons  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  for 
amending  and  explaining  an  acl  of  the  SgrJi  year  of 
his  late  majefty's  reign,  intituled,  "  an  act  for  the  cn- 
"  couragement  of  fcaiT.cn,  and  morefpeedy  and  effeftu- 
"  al  manning  of  his  majefry's  navy."  While  the  com 
mittee  was  employed  in  perufing  commifiions  and  pa 
pers  relating  to  private  fhips  of  war,  that  they  might 
be  fully  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thefubject,  acon- 
fiderabk  number  of  merchants  and  others,  inhabiting 
the  ifl^ndsof  Guernley  and  Jerfcy,  prefented  a  petition 
to  the  houfe,  alledging,  that  the  ijihabitants  of  thofe 
iflands,  which  lie  in  the  Biitiih  channel,  v^ithin  fight 
of  the  French  ccaft,  had  now,  as  well  as  in  former  wars, 
embarked  their  fortunes  in  equipping  fmall  privateers, 
which  ufed  to  run  in  clofe  with  the  French  fhore,  and 
being  difguifed  like  fifhing-boats,  had  not  only  taken  a 
confUkrable  number  of  prizes,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  trie  enemy,  but  alfo  obtained  material  intelligence 
of  their  defigns,  on  many  important  occafions>:  That 
thefe  fervices  could  not  be  performed  by  large  vefTels, 
•which  durft  not  approach  fo  near  the  coaft,  and  indeed 
could  not  appear  without  giving  the  alarm,  which  was 
communicated  from  place  to  place  by  appointed  fignals. 
Being  informed  that  a  bill  was  depending,  in  order  to 
prohibit  privateers  of  fmr.il  burthen,  they  declared  that 
that  fuch  a  law,  if  extended  to  privateers  equipped  in 
thofe  iflands,  would  ruin  fuch  as  had  inverted  their  for 
tunes  in  fmall  privateers  ;  and  not  only  deprive  the 
kingdom  of  the  before-mentioned  advantages,  but  ex- 
pofe  Great  Britain  to  infinite  prejudice  from  the  fmall 
armed  veflels  of  France,  which  the  ensmy  in  that  cafe 
would  pour  abroad  over  the  whole  channel,  to  the  great 
annoyance  of  navigation  and  commerce.  They  prayed, 
therefore,  that  fuch  privateers  as  belonged  to  the  if- 


G    E     O     R     G     E        II.  389 

lands  ofGuernfey  and  Jerfey  might  be  wholly  cxcepted  CHAP- 
from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  bill;   or   that    they 
(the  petitioners )  might  be  heard  by  thtir  council,  and  t-*^*»' 
be  indulged  with  fuch  relief  as  the   houfe   fliould  judge      '7S9* 
expedient.     This  representation  being  referred    to    the 
confideration  of  the  committee,  produced  divers  amend 
ments  to  the  bill,  which,  at  length,  obtained  the  rovul 
afTent,  and  contained  thelefregulations  :  That,  after  the 
I  ft  day  of  January  in  the  p refer t  year,  no  cornmiflicn 
fhould  be  granted  to  a  privateer  in  Europe    under    the 
burthen  of  one  hundred  tons,    the  force  of  ten  carriage 
guns,  being   three-pounders  or  above,  with  forty  men 
at  the  lead,  unlefs  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  or  perfons 
authorifed  by  them,  fhould  think  fitto  grant  the  lame  to 
any  fhip  of  inferior  force  or  burthen,  the  owners  there 
of  giving  fuch  bail  of  fecurity  as   fhould  beprefcibed  : 
That  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  might   at  any   time   re 
voke,  by  an  order  in  writing  under   their   hands,  any 
commiflion  granted  to  a  privateer  ;  this  revocation  be- 
:;o  lubject  to  an    appeal   to  his    majefty  in    council, 
whofe  determination  fhould   be  final  :  That,  previous 
to  the  granting  any  commiffion,  the  perfons  propofing 
to  be  bound,  and  give  Security,  fhould  feverally  make 
oath  of  their  being  respectively  worth  more  money  than 
the  fum  for  which  they  were  then  to  be  bound,  over  and 
above  the  payment  of  all  their  juft  debts  :  That  perfons 
.•Applying  for  fuch  corruniflions  fhould  make  application 
in  writing,  and  therein  fet  forth  a  particular  and  exadfc 
description  of  the  vefFel,  fpecifying  the  burthen  and  the 
number  and  nature  of  the  guns  onboard,  to  what  place 
belonging,  as  well  as  the  name  or  names  of  the   princi 
pal  owner  or  owners,  and  the  number  of  men  :    Thefe 
particulars  to  be  inferted  in  the  commilTion,  and   every 
commander  to  produce  fuch   commiffion  to  thecuftom- 
houfe  officer  who   fhould  examine  the  vcflcl,  and,  find 
ing   her    anfwer   the     defcription,     give  a    certificate 
thereof  gratis,    to  be  deemed    a  necefTary    clearance, 
without  which  the  commander  fliould  not  depart  :  That 
if,  after  the  firft  day  of  June,  any   captain  of  a  priva 
teer  fhould  agree  for  the  ranfom  of  any  neutral  veflel, 
or  the  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  after   it  fhould  have 
been  taken  as  prize,  and  in  purfuance  of  fuch  agree 
ment  fhould  actually  difcharge  fuch  prize,  he  fliould  be 
deemed  guilty  of  piracy  ;  but  that  wkh  refpcc"t  to   con 
traband  merchandife,  he  might  take  it  on  board  his  own 
fhip,  with  the  confent  of  the  commander  of  the  neutral 
veffei,  and  then  fet   her  at  her   liberty;  and  that  no 
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BOOK  perfon  fhould  purloin  or  embezzle  the  faid  merchandife 
,  .  before  condemnation:  That  no  judge,  or  other    perfon 

^>  belonging  to  any  court  of  admiralty,  fhould  be  concern- 
ed  inany  privateer  :  That  owners  of  vefTels,  not  being 
under  fifty,  or  above  one  hundred  tons,  whofe  commif- 
fions  are  declared  void,  fhould  be  indemnified  for  their 
lofsby  the  public  :  That  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
and  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed 
within  the  juriftiftion  of  the  admiralty,  fhould  be  held 
twice  a-year  in  the  Old  Bailey,  at  London,  or  in  fuch  ci 
ther  place  within  England  as  the  board  of  admiralty 
fhould  appoint :  That  the  judge  of  any  court  of  admi 
ralty,  after  an  appeal  interpofed,  as  well  as  before, 
fhould,  at  the  requeft  of  the  captor  or  claimant,  iffue 
an  order  for  appraifing  the  capture,  when  the  parties 
do  not  agree  upon  the  value,  and  an  inventory  to  be 
taken  ;  then  exacl:  fecurityfor  the  full  value,  and  caufc 
the  capture  to  be  delivered  to  the  perfon  giving  fuch 
fecurity  ;  but,  fhould  objection  be  made  to  the  taking 
fuch  fecurity,  the  judge  fhould,  at  the  requeft  of  either 
party,  order  fuch  merchancife  to  be  entered,  landed, 
and  fold  at  public  auction,  and  the  produce  be  depofi- 
ted  at  the  bank,  or  in  fome  public  fecurities  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  fecurity  being  given,  the  judge  fhould  grant  a 
pafs  in  favour  of  the  capture.  Finally,  the  force  of  this 
acl  was  limited  to  the  duration  of  the  then  war  with 
France  only.  This  ragulation  very  clearly  de- 
monftrated,  that  whatever  violences  might  have  been 
committed  on  the  fhips  of  neutral  nations,  they  were 
by  no  means  countenanced  by  the  legiflature,  or  the 
body  of  the  people. 

Every  circumftance  relating  to  the  reformation  of 
the  marine  muft  bean  important  object  to  a  nation 
whofe  wealth  and  power  depend  upon  navigation  and 
commerce ;  but  a  confideration  of  equal  weight  was  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  militia,  which,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  endeavours  of  the  parliament,  was  found 
flill  incomplete,  and  in  want  of  further  affiftance  from 
the  legislature.  His  majefty  having,  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  recommended  to  the  houfe  the  mak 
ing  fuitable  provifion  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
militia  during  the  current  year,  the  accounts  of  the  ex- 
pence  already  incurred  by  this  eftablifhment  were  re 
ferred  to  the  committee  of  fupply,  who,  after  having 
duly  perufed  them,  refolved,that  ninety  thoufand  pounds 
fhould  be  granted  on  accompt,  towards  defraying  the 
charges  of  pay  and  clothing  for  the  militia,  from  the  laft 
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day  of  the  laft  year  to  the  25th  day  of  March   in  the  CHAP. 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty,  and  for   re- 
paying  a  fum  advanced  by  the  king   for   this  fervice. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  one  bill  purfuant   to    this 
refolution,  and  another  to  enforce   the    execution,  and 
laws  relating  to  the  militia,  remove  certain  difficulties, 
and  prevent  the  inconveniences  by  which  it   might  be 
attended.     So  intent  were  the  majority  on  both   fides 
upon  this  national  meafure,  that  they  not  only   carried 
both  bills  to  the  throne,  where  they  received  the   royal 
affent  ;  but  they  prefentcd  an  addrefstothe  king,  defir- 
ing  his  majefty  would  give  diredtions  to  his  lieutenants 
of  the  feveral  counties,  ridings,  and  places  in  England, 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  and  attention  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  feveral  acts  of  parliament  relating  to 
the  militia.  By  this  time  all  the  individuals  that  conftitu- 
ted  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,    except   fuch   as 
adtually  ferved  in  the  army,  were  become  very  well  dif- 
pofed  towards  this  inftitution.  Thofe  who  really  wifhed 
well  to  their  country  had  always  exerted   themfelves  in 
its  favour;  and  it  was  now  likewife  efpoufed  by  thofe 
who  forefaw  that  the  eftablifhent   of  a  national    militia 
would  enable   the  adminiftration   to  fend   the   greater 
number  of  regular  troops  to  fight  the  battles  of  Germany. 
Yet  how  zealous  foever  the  legiflature  might  be  in  pro- 
mo<"in°;  this  inftitution,  and   notwithftanding   the  fuc- 
cefs  with  which  many  patriots  exerted  their  endeavours 
through  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  in    raifing  and 
difciplining  the  militia,  it  was  found  not  only  difficult, 
but  almoft  impracticable  to  execute  the  intention  of  the 
parliament  in  ibme  particular  counties,  where  the  gen 
tlemen  where  indolent  and  enervated,  or  in  thofe  places 
where  they  looked   upon   their  commander  with    con 
tempt.     Even  Middlefex  itfelf,  where  the  king  refides, 
was  one  of  the  laft  counties  in  which  the  militia   could 
be  arrayed.     In  allufion  to  this  backwardnefs,  the  pre 
amble  or  firft  claufe  in  one  of  theprefent  acts  imported, 
that  certain  counties,  ridings,  and  places  in    England 
had  made    fome    progrefs    in   eftablifhing   the  militia, 
without  completing  the  fame,  and  that   in  certain  other 
counties  little   progrefs  had    been   made   therein  ;  his 
majefty's  lieutenants  and  the  deputy  lieutenants  and  all 
others  within  fuch  counties  or  diitricts,  were   therefore 
ftriclly  required  fpeedily  and  diligently  to  put  thefe  acts 
in  execution.     The  truth  i?,  Tome  of  thefe    un warlike 
commanders  failed  through  ignorance  and   inactivity  ; 
others  gave  or  offered   commuTions  to  fuch  people   as 
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BOOK  threw  a  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the  whole  eftabliih- 
."^  ment,  and  confequently  hindered  many  gentlemen  of 
worth,  fpirit,  and  capacity,  from  engaging  in  the  fer- 
vice.  The  mutiny-bill,  and  that  for  the-  regulation  of 
the  marine-forces  while  on  fnore,  parted  through  the 
ufual  forms,  as  annual  meafures,  without  any  difpute  or 
alteration  *. 

A  committee  having  been  appointed  to  enquire  what 
laws  were  expired,  or  near  expiring,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  to  the  hcufc,  touching  the  revival  or  continua 
tion  of  thefe  laws,  they  agreed  to  feveral  refolutions  ; 
inconfcquenceof  which,  thefollowing  bills  were  brought 
in,  and  enacted  into  laws;  namely,  an  acT:  for  regulat 
ing  the  laft  ;ge  and  ballaftage  of  the  river  Thames;  an 
a6l  for  continuing  the  law  relating  to  the  punifliment 
of  perfons  going  armed  or  difguifed ;  an  acl  for  conti 
nuing  feveral  laws  near  expiring  ;  an  a£t  concerning 
the  admeafurement  of  coals ;  and  an  a£t  for  the  relief  of 
debtors,  with  refpe£t  to  the  imprifonment  of  their  per 
fons.  This  laft  was  almoft  totally  metamorphofed  by 

*  The  next  bill  that  fell  under  the  cognizance  ofthe  houfe  related  to  a 
law-tranfaction,  and  was  fuggcfte d  by  a  petition  prelented  in  the  name  of 
the  iherirfc,  and  grnstees  of  pott-fines  under  the  crown  of  England.  They 
enumerated  and  explained  the  difficulties  under  which  they  laboured,  in 
railing  and  collecting  thefe  fines  within  the  refpedlive  coun  ies  ;  particu 
larly  when  the  eftate  conveyed  by  fin-.-  was  no  more  than  a  right  of  rever- 
fion,  in  which  cale  they  could  not  po.Tibly  levy  the  port-fine,  unltfs  the 
purchaferfhoi'.ld  obtain  pofl'eflion  within  the  term  ofthe  lh?rifT.ilty,  or  pay 
it  of  hio  own  tree  will,  as  they  could  not  diltrain  while  the  lands  wcie  in 
the  poifeflion  of  the  donee.  They,  therefore,  prop  fed  a  method  for  rai- 
fing  thefe  port-fines  by  a  proper  officer,  to  be  app  Dinted  fo  tliat  purp  n"e  ; 
and  prayed  that  have  might  be  given  to  brir.g  in  a  bill  accjrdi ,  giy. 
This  petition  was  fecond.u  by  a  meflage  from  the  king,  imparting,  tha:  his 
majefty,  as  far  as  his  intereft  WAS  concerned,  gavj  L.is  c..nfen:  thac  the 
houfe  might  acl  in  this  affair  as  they  fhould  thiiik.  proper. 

The  commons,  in  a  commirtee  of  the  whole  houfe,  having  taken  into 
confidera'ion  the  merits  of  the  petition,  formed  ftve.al  rciblutions  ;  upon 
Wiiicha  bill  was  fo  nded  for  the  more  egular  and  eafy  colleftip.^  ace  jj  ;t- 
ing  for,  and  paying  of  pod-fines,  which  ftould  "be  due  to  trv.  C'own,  or 
to  the  grant-cs  thereof  under  the  crown,  and  for  the  cafe  »f  i'h.-tirr'j  in  ref- 
pe£t  to  the  iam;.  Belure  it  paflcd  into  a  Itw,  how.-ver,  i"  was  opp  .1-d 
by  a  petition  In  favour  of  one  William  DAV,  a  lunatic,  clevic  or"  ..he 
king's  fiiver-office,  alledging,  that  flio  ild  the  bill  pafs,  it  would  de»riv» 
the  faid  Daw  and  his  fucceflots  of 'an  ancient  fee  belonging  to  hiscvrk;,  u.n 
fearchel  made  for  poft-fi'vsby  t^-  un  u  r-iTuiiffs  or  ihe  ieveral  :ou  .  ; 
therefore  praying,  t'nat  luch  proviiicn  mig'.it  be  ma«e  for  ihe  fai '  unnic, 
«  to  the  houfe  ihjuld  fec-rjuft  an  1  r-i.iLnat.il.  T!.is,  an.l  !:v.rj  athir 
petitions  refpeiting  the  bill,  being  difcufle.i  in  the  co  mittie,  i"  u  i-;er- 
v.ent  feveral  amendments,  anj  was  jradtcd  into  a  law  ;  the  paiti-*  tl>:  s  oi 
whick  cannot  be  properly  ur.d.'riload  without  a  previou-  exp'.;na  icmofthii 
method  of  conveying  efbres  ;  A  fu!:jec"i  obfi.urein  irfelf,  f.-j-iJei  u  -on  a 
feeming  fubterfjge  of  Jaw,  fca'ce  reconcilable  with  the  d:clates  of  com 
mon  feufe,and  conf;^usntly  improper  for  the  pen  of  an  hiftorun. 
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alterations,  amendments,  and  additions,  among  which  CHAP. 
the  moft  remarkable  were  thefe  :  That  were  more  ere-  X" 
ditors  than  one  (hall  charge  any  prifoner  in  execution,  V"*"Y""*'1' 
and  defire  to  have  him  detained  inprifon,  theyfhall  on-  J~59 
ly  refpe&ively  pay  him  each  fuch  weekly  fum,  not  ex 
ceeding  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  per  week,  as  the  court 
at  the  time  of  his  being  remanded,  (hall  direct  :  That 
if  any  prifoner,  described  by  the  aft,  ftiall  remain  in 
prifon  three  months  after  being  committed,  any  credi 
tor  may  compel  him  to  give  into  court,  upon  oath,  an 
account  of  his  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  to  be  difpofed  of 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  they  confenting  to  his 
being  difcharged.  Why  the  humanity  of  this  lav/  was 
cofined  to  thofe  prifoners  only  who  are  not  charged 
in  execution  with  any  debt  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds,  cannot  eaflly  be  conceived.  A  man,  who, 
through  unavoidable  misfortunes,  hath  funk  from  afflu 
ence  to  mifery  and  indigence,  is  generally  a  greater  ob 
ject  of  companion  then  he  who  never  knew  the  delica 
cies  of  life,  nor  ever  enjoyed  credit  furficient  to  con 
tract  debts  to  any  confiderable  amount :  Yet  the  latter 
is  by  this  law  entitled  to  his  difcharge,  or  at  leaft  to  a 
maintenance  in  prifon  }  while  the  former  is  left  to  ftarve 
in  goal,  or  undergo  perpetual  imprifonment,  amidft  all 
the  horrors  of  mifery,  if  he  owes  above  one  hundred 
pounds  to  a  revengeful  and  unrelenting  creditor.  Where 
fore,  in  a  country,  the  people  of  which  juftly  pique 
themfelves  upon  charity  and  benevolence,  an  unhappy 
fellow-citizen,  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy  by  un- 
forefeen  lories  in  trade,  fliould  be  fubjc&ed  to  a  pu- 
nifhment,  which,  of  all  others,  muft  be  the  moft  griev 
ous  to  a  free-born  Briton,  namely,  the  entire  lofs  of 
liberty  ;  a  punifhment  which  the  moft  flagrant  crime 
can  hardly  deferve,  in  a  nation  thatdifclaims  the  torture; 
for,  doubtlefs,  perpetual  imprifonment  muft  be  a  tor 
ture  infinitely  more  fevere  than  death,  becaufe  protract 
ed  through  a  feries  of  years  ipent  in  mifery  and  defpair, 
•without  one  glimmering  ray  of  hope,  without  the  moft 
diftant  profpect  of  deliverance  ?  Wherefore  the  legi- 
flature  fnould  extend  its  humanity  to  thofe  only  who  are 
the  leaft  fenfible  of  the  benefit,  becaufe  the  moft  able 
to  ftruggle  under  misfortune;  and  wherefore  many  va 
luable  individuals  ftiould,  for  no  guilt  of  their  own,  be 
not  only  ruined  to  themfelves,  but  loft  to  the  commu 
nity  ?  are  queftions  which  we  connot  refolve  to  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  the  reader.  Of  all  imprifoned  debtors, 
thofe  who  are  confined  for  large  fums  may  be  deemed 
the  moft  wretched  and  forelorn,  becaufe  they  have  ge- 
VOL.  III.  3E 
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BOOR  nerally  fallen  from  a  fphere  of  life  where  they  had  little 
1I',  acquaintance  with  ncceflity,  and  were  altogether  igno- 
^""Y""^  ,-ant  af  the  arts  by  which  the  feverities  of  indigence  are 
17S9'     alleviated.     On  the  other  hand,  thofe  of  the  lower  clafs 
of  mankind,  \vhofe  debts  are  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
narrownefs  of  their  former  credit,  have  not  the  fame  de 
licate  feelings  of  calamity.     They  are  injured  to   hard- 
fhip,  and    accumftomed  to  the  labour  of  their  hands,  by 
which,    even    in  prifon,  they  can  earn  a    fubfiftence. 
Their  reverfc  of  fortune  is  not  fo  great,  nor  the   tranfi- 
tion  fo  affecting.     Their   fenfations  are    not   delicate; 
nor  are  they,  like   their  betters  in  misfortune,  cut   off 
from  hope,  which  is   the  wretch's  laft  com  fort.     It  is 
the  man  of  fentiment  and  fenfibility  who,  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  is  overwhelmed   with  a   complication  of  mifery 
ar.d  ineffable  diftrefs.     The  mortification  of  his  pride, 
his  ambition  blafted,  his  family  undone,  himfelf  depriv 
ed  of  liberty,  reduced  from  opulence  to  extreme   want, 
from  the  elegancies  of  life  to  the  moftfqualid  and  fright 
ful  fcenes  of  poverty  and  affli«5lion ;  divefted  of  comfort 
deftitute  of  hope,  and  doomed  to   linger  out  a  wretched 
being  in  the  midft  of  infult,  violence,  riot,  and  uproar. 
Thefe  are  reflections  fo  replete  with  horror,  as  to  ren- 
derhim,  in  all  refpe&s,  the  moft   miferable  object   on 
the  face  of  the  earth.     He,  alas!  though  poffefTed  of  ta 
lents  that  might  have  effentially  ferved,  and  even  adorn 
ed  fociety,  while  thus  restrained  in  prifon,  and  affected 
in  mind,  can  exert  no  faculty,  nor  ftoop  to  any  condef- 
cenfion,  by  which  the  horrors  of  his  fate  might  be   af- 
fuaged.     He  fcorns  to  execute  the  loweft  offices  of  me 
nial  fervices,  particularly  in  attending   thofe   who   are 
the  objects  of  contempt  or  abhorrence.  He  is  incapable 
of  exercifing  any  mechanic  art,  which  might   afford   a 
happy,  though  a  fcanty  independence.     Shrunk  within 
his  difmal  cell,  furrounded  by  haggard  poverty,  and  her 
gaunt  attendants,  hollow-eyed  famine,  fhivering  cold, 
and  wan  difeafe,  he  wildly  caft  his  eyes  around :  He  fees 
the  tender  partner  of  his   heart  weeping  in  filent   woe ; 
he  hears  hishelplefs  babes  clamorous  for  fuftenanee  ;  he 
feels  bimfelf  the  importunate  cravings  of  human  nature, 
which  he  connot  fatisfy ;  and  groans  with  all  the  compli 
cated  pangs  internal  anguifh,  horror,  and  defpair.  Thefe 
are  not  the  fictions  of  idle   fancy,  but  real  pictures, 
drawn  from    nature,  of  which   almoft  every   prifon  in 
England  will  afford  but  too  many  originals. 

Among    other  new   meafures,  a   fuccefsful  attempt 
was  made  in  favour  of  Ireland,  by  a   bill,  permitting 
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the  free  importation  of  cattle  from  that  kingdom  for  a  c  H  A  p 
limited  time.  This,  however,  was  not  carried  through  ,  ' 
both  houfes  without  confiderable  oppofition,  arifing  it" 
from  the  particular  intereft  of  certain  counties  and  di 
stricts  in  fcveral  parts  of  Great  Britain,  from  whence 
petitions  againft  the  bill  were  tranfmitted  to  the  com 
mons.  Divers  artifices  were  alfo  ufed  within  doors  to 
faddle  the  bill  with  fuchclaufes  at  might  overcharge  the 
fcheme,  and  render  it  odious  or  alarming  to  the  public: 
But  the  promoters  of  it  being  aware  of  the  defign,  con 
ducted  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fruftrate  all  their  views, 
and  convey  it  fafely  to  the  throne,  where  it  was  enacted 
into  a  law.  The  like  fuccefs  attended  another  effort  in 
behalf  of  our  fellow-fubje6ts  of  Ireland.  The  bill  for 
the  importation  of  Irifli  cattle  was  no  fooner  ordered  to 
be  brought  in,  than  the  houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  duties  then  payable  on  the  importation  of 
tallow  from  the  fame  kingdom  ;  and  feveral  witneffes  be 
ing  examined,  the  committee  agreed  to  a  refolution 
that  thefe  duties  fhould  ceafe  and  determine  fora  limited 
time.  A  bill  being  formed  accordingly,  puffed  through 
both  houfes  without  oppofition  ;  though  in  the  preced 
ing  feflion  a  bill  to  the  fame  purpofe  had  mifcarried  a- 
mong  the  peers  :  A  mifcarriage  probably  owing  to  their 
being  unacquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  his  majefty, 
as  fome  of  the  duties  upon  tallow  conitituted  part  of  one 
of  the  branches  appropriated  for  the  civil  lift  revenue. 
This  objection,  however,  was  obviated  in  the  cafe  of 
the  prefent  bill,  by  the  king's  rneffage  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  fiwnifyino;  his  majefty's  confent,  as  far  as 
his  intereft  was  concerned  in  the  affair.  By  this  new 
act  the  free  importation  of  Irifh  tallow  was  permitted  for 
the  term  of  five  years. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  commons  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  requeiting  that  he  would  give 
directions  for  laying  before  the  houfe  an  account  of 
what  had  been  done,  fince  the  beginning  of  laft  year, 
towards  fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  in  purfuance 
of  any  directions  from  his  majefty.  Thefe  accounts  be 
ing  perufed,  and  the  king  having,  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  exhorted  them  to  make  provifion  for 
fortifying  the  (aid  harbour,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to 
explain,  amend,  and  render  more  effectual,  the  act  of 
the  laft  feffion  relating  to  this  fubject ;  and,  paffing 
through  both  houfes,  received  the  royal  affent  without 
oppofition.  By  this  aft  feveral  engineers  were  added 
to  the  commifTioners  formerly  appointed  ;  and  it  was  or- 
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BOOK,  dained  that  fortifications  fhould  be  ere&ed  at  Peter- 
1IL  church-point,  Wefthnyon-point,  and  Newland-point 
as  being  the  moft  proper  and  beft  fituated  places  for  for- 
tifying  the  interior  parts  of  the  harbour.  It  was  alfo 
enacted,  that  the  commiffioners  fhould  appoint  proper 
fecretaries,  clerks,  affiftants,  and  other  officers,  for 
carrying  the  two  acts  into  execution;  and  that  an  ac 
count  of  the  application  of  the  money  fhould  be  laid 
before  parliament,  within  twenty  days  of  the  opening 
of  every  feffion. 

What  next  attracted  the  attention  of  the  houfe,  was 
an  affair  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  commerce  of 
the  kingdom,  which  equally  affected  the  intereft  of  the 
nation,  and  the  character  of  the  natives.  In  the  latter 
end  of  February,  complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe, 
th^.t,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  an  infamous 
traffic  had  deen  feton  foot  by  fome  merchants  of  London 
of  importing  French  clothes  into  feveral  ports  of  the 
Levant,  on  account  of  Britifh  fubjects.  Five  perfons 
were  fummoned  to  attend  the  houfe,  and  the  fa6t  was 
fully  proved,  not  only  by  their  evidence,  but  alfo  by 
fome  papers  fubmittedto  the  houfe  by  the  Turkey  com 
pany.  A  biil  was  immediately  contrived  for  putting  a 
flop  to  this  fcandalous  practice,  reciting  in  the  preamble, 
that  fuch  traffic  was  not  only  a  manifeft  difcouragement 
and  prejudice  to  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  but  alfo  a  relief  to  the  enemy,  in  confequence 
of  which  they  were  enabled  to  maintain  the  war  againft 
thefe  kingdoms. 

The  next  object  that  employed  the  attention  of  the  com 
mons,  was  to  explain  and  amend  a  law  made  in  the  laft 
fefiion,  for  granting  to  his  majefty  feveral  rates  and  du 
ties  upon  officers  and  penfions.  The  directions  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  former  a6t  for  levying  thisimpofuion  having 
been  found  inconvenient  in  many  refpe<5ts,  new  regu 
lations  were  now  eftablifhed,  importing,  that  thofe  de 
ductions  fhould  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  receivers  ap 
pointed  by  the  king  for  that  purpofe;  that  all  fums  de 
ducted  under  this  act  fhould  be  accounted  for  to  fuch 
receivers,  and  the  accounts  audited  and  pafTed  by  them, 
and  not  by  the  auditors  of  the  imprefts,  or  of  the  Ex 
chequer;  that  all  difputes  relating  to  the  collection  of 
this  duty  fhould  be  finally,  and  in  a  fummary  way,  de 
termined  by  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  England 
and  Scotland  refpedtively  :  That  the  commiflloners  of 
the  land-tax  fhould  fix  and  afcertain  the  fum  total  or  a- 
ir.ountof  the  perquifues  of  every  office  and  employment 
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•* 

within  their  refpe<5tive  diftriiSts,  diftinct  from  the  falary  c  H  A  p 
thereunto  belonging,  to  be  deducted  under  the  faidsdt,  j        _, 
independently  of  any  former  valuation  or   afTefTment  of 
the  fame  to  the  land-tax  ;  and  fhould  rate  or  aficfs    all       759 
offices  and  employments,  the  perquifites  whereof  fhould 
be  found  to  exceed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  at  one  (hilling  for  every  twenty  thence  arifing: 
That  the  receivers  fhould  tranfmit  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  in  every  diftricl:  where  any  office  or  employment  is 
to  be  afTefled,  an  account  of  fuch  offices   and    employ 
ments,  that  upon  being  certified  of  the  truth  of  their  a- 
mount  they  might  be   rated  and    afleffed  accordingly  : 
That  in  all  future  aflefTments  of  the  land-tax,  the    faid 
offices  and  employments  fhould  not  be  valued  at  higher 
rates  than  thofe  at  which  they  were  afieiTed  towards  the 
land-tax  of  the  thirty-fiift  year  of  the  prefent  reign  : 
That  the  word  perquijite  fliould  be  understood  to  mean 
fuch  profits  of  offices  and  employments  as  arifefrom  fees 
eftablifhed  by  cuftom   or  authority,  and  payable   either 
by  the  crown  or  the  fubjecls,  in   confideration  of  bufi- 
ncfs  done  in  the  courfe  of  executing  fuch  offices  and  em 
ployments  ;  and  that  a   commiffioner   pofiefTed    of  any 
office  or  employments  might  not  interfere  in   the  exe 
cution  of  the  faid  a6t,  except  in  what   might  relate  to 
his  own  employment.     By  the  four   laft  claufes  feveral 
falaries  were  exempted    from  the  payment  of  this  duty. 
The  objections  made  without  doors  to  this  new    law 
were,  the  acceffion  of  pecuniary  influence  to  the  crown, 
by  the  creation  of  a   new   office   and   officers,  whereas 
this  duty  might  have  been  eafily  collected  and  received 
by  the  commilfioners  of  the  land  tax  already  appointed, 
and  the  inconfiftency  that  appeared  between  the   fifth 
and  feventh  claufes.     In   the  former  of  thefe,  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  land-tax  were  vefted  with  the  power 
of  afleffing  the  perquifites  of  every  office  within  their 
refpcclive  diftri£ts,  independent  of  any  former  valuation, 
or  aflefTment  of  the  fame  to  the  land-tax  ;  and  by  the 
latter,  they  are  reftridted   from  afleffing   any  office  at  a 
higher  rate  than  that  of  the  thirty-firft  year  of  the  reign 
of  George  II. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  petitions  were  offered 
to  the  houfe,  by  the  merchants  of  Birmingham,  in 
Warwickfhire,  and  Sheffield,  in  Yorkfhire,  fpecify- 
ing,  that  the  toy  trade  of  thefe  and  many  other  towns 
confifted  generally  of  articles  in  which  gold  and  filver 
might  be  faid  to  be  manufactured,  though  infmall  pro 
portion,  inafmuch  as  the  fale  of  them  depended  upon 
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BOO  K- flight  ornaments  of  gold  and  filvcr  :  That  by  aclaufe 
pafled  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  parliament,  obliging  every 
perfon  who  fnould  fell  goods  or  waters  in  which  any 
gold  or  filver  was  manufactured,  to  take  out  annual 
licence  of  forty  (hilling?,  they,  the  petitioners,  were 
laid  under  great  difficulties  and  di  fad  vantages  :  That 
not  only  the  firft  feller,  but  every  perfon  thro'  whofe 
hands  the  goods  or  wares  pafied  to  the  confumer,  was 
required  to  take  out  the  f-iid  licenfe  ;  they  therefore  re- 
quelled,  that  the  houfo  would  take  thefe  hirdfhips  and 
inequalities  into  confideration,  and  indulge  them  with 
reasonable  relief.  The  committee,  to  which  this  affair 
v/as  referred,  baring  refolved  that  this  impofition  was 
found  detrimental  to  the  toy  and  cutlery  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  the  houfe agreed  to  the  resolution,  and  a  bill 
being  prepared,  under  the  title  of  "  An  aft  to  amend 
"  the  act  made  in  the  I'd  fcffion,  for  repealing  the  duty 
"  granted  by  an  act  of  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
"  late  rnajcfty  on  filver  plate,  and  for  granting  a  duty 
cc  on  licenfes  to  be  taken  out  by  all  peribns  dealing  in 
"  geld  and  filver  plate,"  v/as  enacted  into  a  hw  by  the 
royal  fjnfHoD.  By  this  new  regulation,  final!  quanti 
ties  of  gold  and  fiivcr  plate  \vcrc  allowed  to  be  fold 
v/ithout  licenfc.  Inftead  of  the  duty  before  pavable 
upon  lice.-?  fes  another  was  granted,  to  be  taken  out 
by  certain  dealers  in  gold  and  filver  plate,  pawnbrok 
ers  and  refiner?.  This  affair  bein^  difcufled,  the  houfe 
took  into  confideration  the  claims  of  the  proprietors  of 
lands  purchafed  for  the  better  fecuring  of  his  majeftv's 
<jr;ck?,  fhipF,  r.nd  (lores  at  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  a'nd 
Plynouth  ;  and  for  brtrcr  fortifving  the  town  of  Portf- 
rnouth  and  citadel  of  Plymouth,  in  purfuance  of  an  act 
pafied  in  the  I  alt  feiTio::.  We  have  already  fpecified 
the  fum  granted  for  this  purpofe,  in  confequence  of  a 
rtfolution  of  the  houfe,  upon  v/hich  a  bill  being  found 
ed,  ioon  palled  into  a  law,  without  opposition  *. 

*  T!::  n.-xt  bill  -.vliicli  \va:  b:ought  Lito  t!i2  hoafe  related  to   fummons 
r.-C''.:  iiTut-d  by  the  commi.lioners  of  the  excife,and  juftices  of  the  peace, 
for  the  appearance  of  perfons  offending  againft,  or  for    forfeitures  incurred 
by  the  laws  of  excife.     As  fome   doubts  hai  arifi'n    with  refpcft  to  the 

•  :  >i  o:  fj;nrr.on:ng  in  fuch  cafes,  thic  bill,    which  obtained  the   royal 
t  indue  co ..rfc,  enaclcd,  thr.r  a  fu"-.rr.3r.s!:.ft  a:  the  houfe,  or   ufual 

p'ace  cf  reridcnce,  or  with  the  v-ife,  child,  or  menial  fervants  of  the 
r.erfon  fo  fummonej,  mould  be  held  as  legal  notice,  as  well  as  the  leaving 
notice  at  the  hoof?,  w>rlthoufe,  watrehoufe,  ftop,  cellar,  vault,  or 
>:£jal  placa  of"  rcfiJrncc  of  fuch  perfon,  dircfle  i  to  him  by  his  ri^ht  or  af- 
:\.:rt.d  narr.c  ;  and  all  dealers  in  cofLe,  tea,  or  chocolate,  were  fuojefted 
•c  the  penalty  of  r.vrnty  poundr,  as  often  as  t'ncy  iliould  negledl  to  attend 
the  corr.rniffioners  ofexcif:,  \"hen  Airnmontd  in  this  manner. 
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In  the  month  of  April1  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  c  H  A  p- 
more  effectual  preventing  the  fraudulent  importation  of 
cambrics  ;  and  while  it  was  under  deliberation,  feveral  ""Y"**"^ 
merchants  and  wholefale  drapers  of  the  city  of  London 
prefented  a  petition,  representing  the  grievances  to 
which  they,  and  many  thoufands  of  other  traders,  would 
be  fubjected,  fhould  the  bill,  as  it  then  flood,  be  palled 
into  a  law.  According  to  their  requeft,  they  were 
heard  by  their  council  on  the  merits  of  this  remonftrance, 
and  fome  amerjdments  were  made  to  the  bill  in  their 
favour.  At  length  it  received  the  royal  affent,  and  be 
came  a  law  to  the  following  effect  :  It  enacled,  that  no 
cambrics,  French  lawns,  or  linens  of  this  kind,  ufually 
entered  under  the  denomination  of  cambrics,  fhould  be 
imported  after  the  ift  day  of  next  Auguft,  but  in  bales, 
cafes,  or  boxes  covered  witb  fackcloth  or  canvas,  con 
taining  each  one  hundred  whole  pieces,  or  two  hundred 
hairpieces,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  whole  :  That 
cambrics  and  French  lawns  (hould  be  imported  for  ex 
portation  only,  lodged  in  the  king's  warehoufb,  and 
delivered  out  under  lilce  fecurity  and  reftricHons  as 
prohibited  Eaft-India  merchandise  ;  and,  on  importa 
tion,  pay  only  the  half  fubfidy  :  That  all  cambrics  and 
French  lawns  in  the  cuftody  of  any  perfons  fhould  be 
depofited,  by  the  ift  of  Auguft,  in  the  king's  ware- 
houfes  the  bonds  thereupon  be  delivered  up,  and  the 
drawback  on  exportation  paid  ;  yet  the  goods  fhould 
not  be  delivered  out  again  but  for  exportation  :  That 
cambrics  and  French  lawns  expofed  to  (ale,  or  found 
in  the  poffeflion  of  private  perfons,  after  the  fa  id  day, 
fhould  be  forfeited,  and  liable  to  be  fearched  for,  and 
feized,  in  like  manner  as  other  prohibited  and  uncuf- 
tomed  goods  are  ;  and  the  offender  fhould  forfeit  two 
hundred  pounds,  over  and  above  all  other  penalties  and 
forfeitures  inflicled  by  any  former  a6l  :  That  if  any 
doubt  fhould  arife  concerning  the  fpecies  or  quality  of 
the  goods,  or  the  place  where  they  were  manufactured, 
the  proof  fhould  lie  on  the  owner  :  Finally,  That  the 
penalty  of  five  pounds,  inflicted  by  a  former  acl,  and 
payable  to  the  informer,  on  any  perfon  that  fhould 
wear  any  cambric  or  French  lawns,  fhould  ftill  remain 
in  force,  and  be  recoverable,  on  conviction,  by  oath 
of  one  witnefs,  before  one  juftice  of  the  peace. — .The 
laft  fuccefsful  bill  which  this  feffion  produced,  was  that 
relating  to  the  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the  jud 
ges  in  his  majefty'sfuperior  courts  of  juftice.  A  mo 
tion  having  been  made  for  an  inftru&ion  to  the  com- 
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BOOK  mittsc  of  fupply,  to  confider  of  the  faid  augmentation, 

Til  I    I       J    *  .  ,*-     j  i  f 

ij"_,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  acquainted  the  notife, 
'T^*  that  this  augmentation  was  recomrnended  to  them  by 
17591  his  majefty.  Neverthelefs,  the  motion  was  oppofed, 
and  a  warm  debate  enfued.  At  length,  however,  be 
ing  carried  in  the  affirmati  ye,  the  committee  agreed  to 
certain  relolutions,  on  which  a  bill  was  founded. 
While  it  remained  under  difcuffion,  a  motion  was  made 
for  an  inrrruflion  to  the  committee,  that  they  fhould 
have  power  to  receive  a  claufe  or  claufes  for  retraining 
the  judges,  comprehended  within  the  pfovifions  of  the 
bill,  from  receiving  any  fee,  gift,  prefent,  or  enter 
tainment  from  any  city,  town,  borough,  or  corporation, 
or  from  any  (heriff,  jailor,  or  other  officer,  upon  their 
feveral  refpeftive  circuits,  and  from  taking  any  gratui 
ty  from  any  office  or  officer  of  any  of  the  courts  of  law. 
Another  motion  was  made,  for  a  claufe  reftraining  fuch 
judges,  barons,  and  juftices,  as  were  comprehended 
within  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  from  interfering,  o- 
therwife  than  by  giving  their  own  votes,  in  any  elec 
tion  of  members  to  icrve  in  parliament;  but  both  thefe 
propofhls,  being  put  to  the  vote,  were  carried  in  the 
negative.  Thefe  two  motions  being  over-ruled  by 
the  majority,  the  bill  underwent  fome  amendments  ; 
and,  having  pafied  through  both  houfes  in  the  ordinary 
eourfc,  was  enacted  into  a  law  by  the  royal  fanclion. 
With  refpect  to  the  import  of  this  acl,  it  is  no  other 
than  the  eftablifhment  of  the  feveral  ftamp-duties,  applied 
to  the  augmentation  and  the  appropriation  of  their  pro 
duce  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  crown  cannot  alter  the 
application  of  the  fums  thus  granted  in  parliament.  But, 
on  this  occafion,  no  attempt  was  made  in  favour  of  the 
independency  of  the  judges,  which  feems  to  have 
been  invaded  by  a  late  interpretation  of,  or  rather  by  a 
deviation  from,  the  a£r.  of  fettlement;  in  which  it  is 
exprefsly  ordained,  that  the  commifTions  of  the  judges 
iliould  continue  in  force  quam  dlu  fe  bene  gefferint  j 
that  their  fabrics  fliould  be  fixed,  and  none  of  them 
removeable  but  by  an  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parlia 
ment.  It  was  then,  without  all  doubt,  the  intention 
of  the  legiflature,  that  every  judge  fhould  enjoy  his 
office  during  life,  unlcfs  convicted  by  legal  trial  of  fome 
mifbehavior,  or  unlefs  both  houfes  of  parliament  fhould 
concur  in  defiringhis  removal  :  But  the  doctrine  now 
adopted  imports,  that  no  commiflion  can  continue  in 
force  longer  than  the  life  of  the  king  by  whom  it  was 
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granted  ;  that  therefore  the  commiffions  of  the  judges  CHAP 
muft  be  renewed  by  a  new  king  at  his  acceflion,  who  ,  _'_  , 
fhould  have  it  in  his  power  to  employ  either  thofe 


whom  he  finds  ailing  as  judges  at  his  acceflion,  or  confer  ' 
their  offices  on  others,  with  no  other  reftraint  than  that 
the  condition  of  the  new  comrniilions  fhould  be  quam 
diu  fe  bene  gejjerint.  Thus  the  office  of  a  judge  is 
rendered  more  precarious,  and  the  influence  of  the 
crown  receives  a  confiderable  reinforcement. 

Among  the  bills  that  mifcarried  in  the  courfe  of  this 
feffion,  we  may  namber  a  fecond  attempt  to  carry  into 
execution  the  fcheme  which  was  offered  laft  year  for  the 
more  effectual  manning  the  navy,  preventing  defertion, 
and  relieving  and  encouraging  the  feamen  of  Great 
Britain.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  couched 
in  nearly  the  fame  terms  which  had  been  rejected  in  the 
laft  feffion  ;  and  it  was  fupported  by  a  confiderable 
number  of  members,  animated  with  a  true  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifm  :  But,  to  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  it  ap 
peared  one  of  thofe  plaufible  projects,  which,  though 
agreeable  in  fpeculation,  can  never  be  reduced  into 
practice  without  a  concomitency  of  greater  evils  than 
thofe  they  were  intended  to  remove.  While  the  bill 
remained  under  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  petitions 
were  prefented  againft  it  by  the  merchants  of  Briftol, 
Scarborough,  Whitby,  Kingfton-upon-Hull,  and 
Lancafter,  reprefenting,  That,  by  fuch  a  law,  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  the  nurfery  and  fup- 
port  of  feamen  at  all  times,  and  that  fpirit  of  equip 
ping  private  fhips  of  war,  which  had  been  of  diftin- 
guifhed  fervice  to  the  nation,  would  be  laid  under 
fuch  difficulties  as  might  caufe  a  great  ftagnation  in 
the  former,  and  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  latter  ;  the 
bill,  therefore,  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  ma 
rine  of  the  kingdom,  and  altogether  ineffectual  for  the 
purpofes  intended.  A  great  number  of  books  and  pa 
pers,  relating  to  trading;  fhips  and  veffels,  as  well  as  ta 
leamen,  and  other  perfons  protected  or  prefTed  into  the 
navy,  and  to  expences  occafioned  by  preffing  men  into 
the  navy,  were  examined  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  the  bill  was  improved  with  many  amend 
ments  :  Nay,  after  it  was  printfd  and  engrofled,  feve- 
ral  claufes  were  added  by  way  of  rider  ;  yetftill  the  ex 
periment  feemed  dangerous.  The  motion  for  its  be 
ing  pufT.-d  was  violently  oppofed  ;  warm  debates  en-* 
fued  ;  they  were  adjourned;  and  refumed  ;  and  the  ar 
guments  againft  the  bill  appeared  at  length  in  fuch  a 
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BOOK  {hiking    light,    that,  when  the  queflion   was   put,   the 
*  majority  declared  for  the  negative.     The  regulations 

>*"V*'  which  had  been  made  in  parliament  during  the  26th, 
the  28th,  and  301)1  years  of  the  prefent  reign,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  roads,  being  attended  with 
fome  inconveniencies  in  certain  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
petitions  were  brought  from  fome  counties  in  Wales, 
as  well  as  from  the  freeholders  of  Herefordfhire,  the 
farmers  of  Middlefex,  and  others,  enumerating  the 
di  faculties  attending  the  ufe  of  broad  wheels  in  one 
cafc,  and  the  limitation  of  horfes  ufed  in  drawing  car 
riages  with  narrow  wheels  in  the  other.  The  matter 
of  thefe  remonitranccs  was  confidered  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  which  refolved,  that  the  weight  to  be 
carried  by  all  waggons  and  carts  travelling  on  the  turn 
pike  roads  ftiould  be  limited.  On  this  retblution  a  bill 
\vas  framed,  for  amending  and  reducing  into  one  adl:  of 
parliament,  the  three  acts  before  mentioned,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  highways  :  But  fome  objections 
being  flavted,  and  a  petition  interpofed  by  the  land 
owners  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  alledging  that  the  bill, 
if  paffed  into  a  law,  wloud  render  it  impoilible  to  bring 
frefh  provifions  from  thole  counties  to  London,  as 
ih;  iupply  depended  abfolutely  upon  the  quicknefs  of 
conveyance,  the  further  confideration  of  it  was  poftpon- 
ed  to  a  longer  day,  and  never  refumed  in  the  fequel  ; 
i'o  that  the  attempt  mifcarried. 

Of  all  the  fubjects  which,  in  the  courfe  of  this  fef- 
iion,  fell  under  the  co^nir.ance  of  parliament,  there 
v/as  none  that  more  interefled  the  humanity  or  challeng 
ed  the  redrefs  of  the  legiilature  than  did  the  cafe  of  the 
poor  infolvent  o'ebtors,  who  languifhed  under  all  the 
miferies  of  indigence  and  imprifoninent.  In  the  month 
of  February,  a  petition  was  offered  to  the  commons  in 
behalf  of  the  bankrupts,  who  reprefented,  That  having 
fcrupulouily  confirmed  to  the  laws  made  concerning 
bankruptcy,  by  furrendering  their  all  upon  oath  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors,  they  had  neverthclefs  been  re 
in  fed  their  certificates,  without  any  probability  of  re 
lief:  That  by  this  cruel  refufal,  many  bankrupts  had 
been  obliged  to  abfcond,  while  others  were  immured 
m  prifon,  and  thefe  unhappy  fufferers  groaned  un 
der  the  particular  hardship  of  being  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  laws  occafionaily  made  for  the  relief  of  infol 
vent  debtors:  That  the  power  vefted  in  creditors  of 
refilling  certificates  to  their  bankrupts  was,  as  the  pe 
titioners  conceived,  founded  upon  a  prefumption  that 
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flich  powers  would  be  tenderly  exercifed,  and  never  but  C  H  ^A  p. 
in  notorious  cafes  ;  but  the  great  increafe  in  the  num- 
her  of  bankrupts  within  two  years  paft,  and  the  fmall  **"Y"<*/ 
proportion  of  thofe  who  had  been  able  to  obtain  their  I?59 
certificates,  feemed  to  demonftrate  that  the  power  had 
been  u fed  for  cruel  and  unjuft  purpofcs,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  legiflature  :  That  is  the  greater  part 
ofthe  petitioners,  and  their  fellow-fufFerers,  muft  in 
evitably  and  fpeedily  perifh,  with  their  diftreffed  fami 
lies,  unlefs  feafonably  relieved  by  the  interpofition  of 
parliament,  they  implored  the  companion  of  the  houfe, 
from  which  they  hoped  immediate  favour  and  relief. 
This  petition  was  accompanied  with  a  printed  cafe,  ex 
plaining  the  nature  ofthe  laws  relating  to  bankrupts, 
and  pointing  out  their  defects  in  point  of  policy  as  well 
as  humanity  ;  but  little  regard  was  feemingly  paid  to 
either  remonfl ranee.  Other  petitions,  however,  being 
prefented  by  infolvent  debtors  imprifoned  in  different 
jails  within  the  kingdom,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  their  relief,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  ex 
amine  the  laws  relating  to  bankruptcy. 

Among  other  petitionary  remonftrances  on  this  fub-  cafe  of 
je£t,  the  members  were  feparately  prefented  with  the  capt.  Wai- 
printed  cafe  of  captain  George  Walker,  a  prifoner  in  ker'a 
the  jail  of  the  king's  bench,  who  had  been  declared  a  °* 
bankrupt,  and  complained  that  he  had  been  fubjecled 
tofome  flagrant  ac"ts  of  injuftice  and  oppreflion.  The 
cafe  contained  fuch  extraordinary  allegations,  and  the 
captain's  character  was  fo  remarkably  fair  and  intereft- 
ing,  that  the  committee,  which  were  empowered  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  refolved  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars  of  his  misfortunes.  A  motion  was 
made  and  agreed  to,  that  the  marfhal  of  the  prifon 
fhould  bring  the  captain  before  the  committee,  Und  the 
fpeaker's  warrant  was  iffued  accordingly.  The  prifon 
er  was  produced,  and  examined  at  feveral  fittings;  and 
fome  of  the  members  expreffed  a  laudable  eagernefs  to 
do  him  juftice  ;  but  his  antagonifts  were  very  powerful, 
and  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  fruftrate  the  purpofe  of 
the  enquiry,  which  was  dropped  of  courfe  at  the  end  of 
the  feffion.  Thus  the  unfortunate  captain  Walker, 
•who  had,  in  the  late  war,  remarkably  dlftinguifhed 
himfelfratfea  by  his  courage  and  conduct,  repeatedly 
fignalized  himfelf  againft  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
was  fent  back,  without  redrefs,  to  the  gloomy  manfions 
of  a  jail,  where  he  had  already  pined  for  feveral  years, 
ufelefe  to  himfelf,  and  loft  to  the  community,  while  he 
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BOOK  might   have    been  profitably   employed    in    retrieving 
his  own  fortune,  and  exerting  his  talents  for  the  gene- 

^V°  ral  advantage  of  the  nation.  While  this  affair  was  in 
J759-  agitation,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors  was 
prepared,  printed,  and  read  afecondtime;  but,  when 
the  motion  was  made  for  its  being  committed,  a  debate 
arofe,  and  this  was  adjourned  from  time  to  time  till  the 
end  of  the  fefiion.  In  the  mean  time,  the  committee 
continued  to  deliberate  upon  the  laws  relating  to  bank 
ruptcy,  and  in  the  beginning  of  June  reported  their  re- 
folution  to  the  houfe,  that,  in  their  opinion,  fome  a- 
mendments  mi<;ht  be  made  tothe  laws  concerning  bank 
ruptcy  ;  to  the  advantage  of  creditors,  and  relief  of  in- 
folvents.  Such  was  the  notice  vouchfafed  to  the  cries 
of  many  Britifh  fubject?,  deprived  of  liberty,  and  de- 
ftitute  of  the  common  neceflaries  of  life. 

It  would  engage  us  in  a  long  digreffive  difcufiion, 
were  we  to  enquire  how  the  fpiritof  the  laws  in  Eng 
land,  fo  famed  for  lenity,  has  been  exafperated  into 
iuch  feverity  againft  infolvent  debtors  ;  and  why,  a- 
mong  a  people  fo  diftinguifhed  for  generofity  and  com 
panion,  the  jails  fhould  be  more  filled  with  prifoners 
than  they  are  in  any  other  part  of  Chriftendom.  Per 
haps  both  thefe  deviations  from  a  general  charecter  are 
violent  efforts  of  a  wary  legifiatuie  made  in  behalf  of 
trade,  which  cannot  be  too  much  cheriftied  in  a  nation 
that  principally  depends  upon  commerce.  The  quefti- 
on  is,  whether  this  laudable  aim  may  not  be  more  ef 
fectually  accomplifhed,  without  fubjecttng  individuals 
to  opprCilion,  arifmg  from  the  cruelty  and  revenge  of 
one  another.  As  the  laws  are  modelled  at  prefent,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  debtor,  in  fome  cafes,  lies  in 
a  peculiar  manner  at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors.  By 
the  original  and  common  law,  of  England,  no  man  could 
be  imprifoned  for  debt.  The  plaintiff  in  any  civil  ac 
tion  could  have  no  execution  upon  his  judgment  a- 
gainft  either  the  body  or  the  lands  of  the  defendant  ; 
even  with  refprct  to  his  goods  and  chattels,  which  were 
fubjed  to  execution,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  him  fuch 
articles  as  were  neceffary  for  agriculture.  But,  in 
procefs  of  time,  this  indulgence  being  found  prejudici^ 
al  to  commerce,  a  law  was  enacted,  in  the  reign  of  Ed 
ward  I.  allowing  execution  on  the  perfon  of  the  debtor, 
provided  his  goods  and  chattels  were  not  fu/Hcient  to 
pay  the  debt  which  he  had  contracted.  This  law  was 
jftill  attended  with  a  very  obvious  inconveniences.  The 
debtor  y/ho  pofTciTed  an  eilate  in  lands  was  tempted  to 
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fecret  his  moveable  effects,  and   live  in   concealment  CHAP, 
on  the  produce  of  his  lands,  while  the  fheriff  connived 
at  his    retirement.     To  remove  this  evil,  a  fecond  fra- 
tute  was  enacted  in  the  fame  reign,  granting  immedi- 
ate  execution  againft  the  body,  lands,  and  goods  of  the 
debtor;  yet  his  effect  could  not  be  fold    for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditor  till  the   expiration  of  three  months,  dur 
ing  which  ha  himfelf  could    difpofe  of  them   for  ready 
money,  in  order  to  difcharge  his  incumbrances.     If  the 
creditor  was  not  fatisfied  in  this  manner,  he  continued 
in  pofleflion   of  the   debtor's   lands,  and    detained    the 
debtor  himfelf  in  prifon,  where  he  was  obliged  to  fup- 
ply  him  with  bread  and  water  for  his   fupport,  until  the 
debt  was  difcharged.     Other  fevere    regulations  were 
made  in    the  fequel,  particularly  in  the    reign  of  Ed- 
III.  which  gave  rife  to  the  writ  of  capias  ad  fatisfaci- 
cndutn.     This,  indeed,   rendered  the    preceding    laws, 
called    ftatute-merchant,    and  ftatute-ftaple,  altogether 
unneceflary.     Though    the  liberty  of  the  fubjeci,  and 
the  feverity  of  the  landholder,  were  thus,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  facrificed  to  the  advantage   of  commerce,  an  im- 
prifoned  debtor  was  not  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  an 
inexorable  creditor.     If  he  made  all   the   fatisfa<5tion  in 
his  power,  and  could  (how  that  his  infolvency  was  ow 
ing  to  real  misfortunes,  the  court  of  Chancery  interpo- 
fed  on  his  petition,  and  actually  ordered  him  to  be  dif 
charged  from  prifon,  when  no  good  reafon    for  detain 
ing  him  could  be  affigned.     This   interpontion,  which 
feems  naturally  to  belong  to  a  court  of  equity,  confti- 
tuted  with  a  view  to  mitigate  the    rigour  of  the   com 
mon  law,  ceafed,  in  all  probability,  after   the   reftora- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  and  of  confequence  the  prifons  were 
filled  with  debtors.  Then  the  legiflature  charged  them- 
felveswith  the  extention  of  a   power,  which  perhaps  a 
chancellor  no  longer  thought  himfelf  fafe  in  exercifing  ; 
and  in  the  year  one  thoufund   fix  hundred   and  feventy, 
pafied  the  firft  act  for   the    relief  of  infolvent  debtors, 
granting  a  releafeto  all  prifoners  for  debt,  without  dif- 
tinction  or  enquiry.  By  this  general  indulgence,  which 
has  even  in  a  great  meafure  continued  in  all   fubfequent 
acts  of  the  fame  kind,  the  lenity  of  the   parliament  may 
be  fometimes  mifapplied,  inafmuch  as  infolvency  is  of 
ten  criminal,  arifing  from  profligacy  and  extravagance, 
which  dcferve  to  be  feverely  punifhed.     Yet,  even  for 
this  fpecies  of  infolvency,  perpetual  imprifonmenf,  ag 
gravated  by  the  miferies  of  extreme  indigence,  and  the 
ganger  of  perifhing  through  famine,  may  be  deemed  a 
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BOOK  punifliment  too  fevere.     How  cruel  then  muft  it  oe  to 
HI-        leave  the  moft  innocent  bankrupt  expofed  to  this  punifh- 

v-xv>^'  ment,  from  the  revenge  or  finifter  defign  of  a  mercilefs 
*759-  creditor  ;  a  creditor,  by  whofe  fraud,  perhaps,  the  pri- 
foner  became  a  bankrupt,  and  by  whole  craft  he  is  de 
tained  in  jail,  left,  by  his  difcharge  from  prifon,  he 
Ihould  be  enabled  to  feek  that  redrefs  in  Chancery  to 
which  he  is  entitled  on  a  fair  account  !  The  feverity  of 
the  law  was  certainly  intended  againft  fraudulent  bank 
rupts  only  ;  and  the  flatute  of  bankruptcy  is,  doubtlefs, 
favourable  to  infolvents,  as  it  difcharges  from  all  for 
mer  debts  thofe  who  obtain  their  certificates.  As  Bri- 
tifli  fubjects,  they  are  furely  entitled  to  the  fame  indul 
gence  which  is  granted  to  other  infolvents.  They  were 
always  included  in  every  act  pafTed  for  the  relief  of  in- 
folvent  debtors,  till  the  fixth  yearof  George  the  I.  when 
they  were  fir  ft  excepted  from  this  benefit.  By  a  law 
enacted  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  relating  to  bank 
ruptcy,  any  creditor  was  at  liberty  to  object  to  the  con 
firmation  of  the  bankrupt's  certificate ;  but  the  chan 
cellor  had  power  to  judge  whether  the  objection  was 
frivolous  or  well  founded  ;  yet,  by  a  latter  act,  the  chan 
cellor  is  obliged  to  confirm  the  certificate,  if  it  is  agree 
able  to  four-fifths  in  number  and  value  of  the  criditors  ; 
whereas  he  cannot  confirm  it,  fhould  he  be  oppofed, 
even  without  any  reafon  afngned,  by  one  creditor  to 
whom  the  the  greareft  part  of  the  debt  is  owing.  It 
might,  therefore,  deferve  the  confideration  of  parliament, 
whether,  in  extending  their  clemency  to  the  poor,  it 
fhould  not  be  equally  diffufed  to  bankrupts  and  other 
infolvents  ;  whether  proper  diilindtion  ought  not  to  be 
made  between  the  innocent  bankrupt,  who  fails  through 
misfortunes  in  trade,  and  him  who  becomes  infolvent 
from  fraud  or  profligacy  ;  and  finally,  whether  the  en 
quiry  and  trial  of  all  fuch  cafes  would  not  properly  fall 
within  the  province  of  chancery,  a  tribunal  inftituted 
for  the  mitigation  of  common  law  ? 

The  houfe  of  commons  feems  to  have  been  deter 
mined  on  another  meafure  which,  however,  does  not 
admit  of  explanation.  An  order  was  made  in  the 
month  of  February,  that  leave  fnould  be  given  to  brin^ 
in  a  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and  render  effectual  fo 
much  of  an  act,  pafTed  in-  the  thirteenth  year  of  George 
II.  againft  the  exceinve  increafe  of  horfe-races,  and 
deceitful  gaming,  as  related  to  that  increafe.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  prefented,  read,  printed,  and  or 
dered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whale 
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houfe  ;  but  the  order  was  delayed  from  time  to  time  CHAP. 
till  the  end  of  the  feflion.  Some  progrefs  was  like,  •**» 
wife  made  in  another  affair  of  greater  confcquence  to  *"Y^ 
the  community.  A  committee  was  appointed  in  the 
month  of  March,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate 
of  the  poor  in  England,  as  well  as  the  laws  enacted  for 
their  maintenance.  The  clerks  of  the  peace  belong 
ing  to  all  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  in  England 
and  Wales,  were  ordered  to  tranfmit,  for  the  perufal 
of  the  houfe,  an  account  of  the  annual  expence  of  paf- 
fing  vagrants  through  their  refpective  divifions  and 
diftricts  for  four  years  ;  and  the  committee  began  to 
deliberate  on  this  important  fubject.  In  the  latter  end 
of  May  the  houfe  was  made  acquainted  with  their  re- 
folutions,  importing,  that  the  prefent  method  of  re 
lieving  the  poor  in  the  refpective  parifh.es,  where  no 
work-houfes  have  been  provided  for  their  reception 
and  employment,  are,  in  general,  very  burthenfome 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  tend  to  render  the  poor  mifera- 
ble  to  themfelves,  and  ufclefs  to  the  community  :  That 
the  prefent  method  of  giving  money  out  of  the  paro 
chial  rates  to  perfons  capable  of  labour,  in  order  to 
prevent  them  from  claiming  an  entire  fubfiftence  for 
themfelves  and  their  families,  is  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
and  intention  of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
is  a  dangerous  power  in  the  hands  of  parochial  officers, 
a  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  and  a  great  en 
couragement  to  idlenefs  and  intemperance  :  That  the 
employment  of  the  poor,  under  proper  direction  and 
management,  in  fuch  works  and  manufactures  as  are 
fuited  to  their  refpective  capacities,  would  be  of  great 
utility  to  the  public  :  That  fettling  the  poor  in  work- 
houfes,  to  be  provided  in  the  feveral  counties  and 
ridings  in  England  and  Wales,  under  the  direction  and 
management  of  governors  and  truftees  to  be  appoint 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  would  be  the  moft  effectual  method 
of  relieving  fuch  poor  perfons,  as,  by  age,  infirmities, 
or  difeafes,  are  rendered  incapable  of  fupporting  them 
felves  by  their  labour  ;  of  employing  the  able  and  in- 
duftrious,  reforming  the  idle  and  profligate,  and  of 
educating  poor  children  in  religion  and  induilry  :  That 
the  poor  in  fuch  workhoufes  would  be  better  regulated 
and  maintained,  and  managed  with  more  advantage  to 
the  public,  by  guardians,  governors,  or  truftees,  to  be 
fpecially  appointed  or  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  and  in 
corporated  with  fuch  powers,  and  under  fuch  reftric- 
tions,  as  the  legiflature  (hould  deem  proper,  than  by 
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BOOK  the  annual  parochial   officers  :    That    erecting  work 


uPon  wafte  lands,  and  appropriating  a  certain 
quantity  of  fuch  lands  to  be  cultivated,  in  order  to 
produce  provisions  for  the  poor  in  the  faid  houfcs, 
would  not  only  be  a  means  of  inftrucling  and  employ 
ing  many  of  the  faid  poor  in  agriculture,  but  leflen 
the  expence  of  the  public  :  That  controverfies,  and 
law-fuits  concerning  the  fettlements  of  poor  perfons 
occafioned  a  very  great,  and  in  general,  an  ufelefs  ex- 
pence  to  the  public,  amounting  to  many  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum  ;  and  that  often  more  money  is  ex 
pended  in  afcertaining  fuch  fettlements,  by  each  of 
the  contending  parimes,  than  would  be  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  paupers  :  That  fhould  workhoufes  be  ef- 
tabliihed  for  the  general  reception  of  the  poor,  in  the 
refpe&ive  counties  and  ridings  of  England,  the  laws 
relating  to  the  fettlements  of  the  poor,  and  the  palling 
of  vagrants  might  be  repealed  :  That  while  the  pre- 
lent  laws  relating  to  the  poor  fubfift,  the  compelling 
parifh-officers  to  grant  certificates  to  the  poor  would, 
in  all  probability,  prevent  the  hardfhips  they  now  fuf- 
fer,  in  being  debarred  gaining  their  livelihood,  where 
they  can  do  it  mofl  ufefu'-y  to  themfelves  and  the  pub 
lic.  From  thefe  fenfible  refolutions,  the  reader  may 
conceive  fome  idea  of  the  mifconducl:  that  attends  the 
management  of  the  poor  in  England,  as  well  as  of 
the  grievous  burthens  entailed  upon  the  people  by  the 
prefect  laws  which  conftitute  this  branch  of  the  legif- 
lature.  The  committee's  refolves  being  read  at  the 
table,  an  order  was  made  that  they  fhould  be  taken 
into  confederation  on  a  certain  day,  when  the  order 
was  again  put  off,  and  in  the  interim  the  parliament 
was  prorogued.  While  the  committee  deliberated 
upon  this  affair,  leave  was  given  to  prepare  a  bill  for 
preventing  tenants  under  a  certain  yearly  rent  from 
gaining  fettlements  in  any  particular  parifh,  by  being 
tiiere  rated  in  any  land-tax  aflefTment,  and  paying  for 
the  landlord  the  money  fo  charged.  This  order  was 
afterwards  difcharged;  and  another  bill  brought  in,  to 
prevent  any  perfon  from  gaining  a  fettlement,  by  being 
rated  by  virtue  cf  an  a<5l  of  parliament  for  granting 
any  aid  to  his  majefty  by  a  land  tax,  and  paying  the 
lame.  The  bill  was  accordingly  prefented,  read, 
committed,  and  paffed  the  lower  houfe  ;  but  among  the 
lords  it  mifcarried.  It  can  never  be  expected  that  the 
poor  will  be  managed  with  ceconomy  nnd  integrity, 
while  the  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  their  main- 
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tenance  is    left    in  the  hands  of  low  tradefmen,  who  C  n  A  P. 
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derive  private  advantage  from  fupplying  them  with 
neceflaries,  and  often  favour  the  impoutioa  of  one  ano-  ""T** 
thsr  with  the  moft  fcandalous  collufion*  This  is  an 
evil  which  will  never  be  remedied,  until  perfons  of 
independent  fortune,  and  unblemifhed  integrity,  actua 
ted  by  a  fpirit  of  true  patriotism,  fhall  rcfcue  their  fel 
low-citizens  from  the  power  of  fttch  interefted  mif- 
creants,  by  taking  the  poor  into  their  own  manage 
ment  and  protection.  Inftead  of  multiplying  laws 
with  refpecl  to  the  fettlernent  and  management  of  the 
po:>r,  which  ferve  only  to  puzzle  and  perplex  the  pa- 
rifb  and  peace  officers,  it  would  become  the  fagacity  of 
the  legislature  to  take  fome  effectual  precautions  to 
prevent  the  increafs  of  paupers  and  vagrants,  which 
is  become  an  intolerable  nuifance  to  the  common 
wealth.  Towards  this  falutary  end,  furely  nothing 
would  more  contribute  than  a  reformation  of  the  po- 
lice,  that  would  abolifh  thofe  infamous  places  of  en 
tertainment,  which  fivarm  in  every  corner  of  the  me 
tropolis,  feducing  people  of  all  ranks  to  extravagance, 
profligacy  and  ruin  ;  that  would  refine!  within  due 
bounds  the  number  of  public-houfes,  which  are  aug 
mented  to  an  enormous  degree.?  affording  io  many  afy- 
lums  for  riot  and  debauchery,  and  corrupting  the  mo 
rals  of  the  common  people  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  licentious 
indecency, as  muft  be  a  reproach  to  every  civilized  na 
tion.  Let  it  not  be  affirmed,  to  the  dilgrace  of  Great 
Britain,  that  fuch  receptacles  of  vice  and  impunity 
fubfift  under  the  connivance  of  the  government,  ac 
cording  to  the  narrow  views  and  confined  {peculation 
of  thofe  {hallow  politicians,  who  imagine  that  the  re 
venue  is  inc'reafed  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
ftrong  liquors  confumed  in  fuch  infamous  receives  oi; 
intemperance.  Were  this  in  reality  the  cafe,  that  ad- 
miriiftration  would  deferve  to  be  branded  with  eternal 
infamy,  which  could  facrifice  to  fuch  a  bafe  confeder 
ation,  the  health,  the  lives,  and  the  morals  of  their 
f-llow-crcatures:  But  nothing  can  be  more  fallacious, 
than  the  fuppofi tion,  that  the  revenue  of  any  govern 
ment  c.in  be  increafed  by  the  augmented  intempe 
rance  of  the  people  ;  for  intemperance  is  the  bane  of 
induftry,  as  well  as  of  population  5  and  what  the  go 
vernment  gains  in  the  articles  of  the  duty  on  malt,  and 
the  excife  upon  liquors,  will  always  be  greatly  over 
balanced  by  the  lofs  in  other  articles,  arifing  from  th/e 
diminution  of  hands,  and  the  neglect  of  labour. 
VOL.  III.  ^G 


4io  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

E  oo  x  Exclufive  of  the  bills  that  were  adually  prepared, 
though  they  did  not  pafs  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion, 
the  commons  deliberated  on  other  important  fubje&s, 
v.i.ich,  however,  were  not  finally  difcufled.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  feflion,  a  corriv.ir.tee  being  appointed 
to  refume  the  enquiry,  touching  the  regulation  of 
weights  and  meafures,  a  fubjecl:  we  have  mentioned  in, 
the  hiftory  of  the  preceding  feflion,  the  box  which  con 
tained  a  troy  pound  weight,  locked  up  by  order  of  the 
houfe,  was  again  produced  by  the  clerk,  in  whofe  cuf- 
tody  it  had  been  depolited.  This  affair  being  care 
fully  inveftigated,  the  committee  agreed  to  fourteen 
refolutions*.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  ordered, 

*  As  the  curofity  of  the  reader  may  be  interefted  in  thefe  refolutions,  we 
ftall  here  "infert  them  for  his  fatisfaftion.  The  committee  refolved,  That 
the  ell  ought  to  contain  one  yard  and  one  quarter,  according  to  the  yard 
mentioned  in  the  third  refolution  of  the  former  committee  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  of  weights  and  meafures  :  That  the  pole,  or  psrch,  fhould  contain  in 
length  five  fuch  yards  and  a  half  ;  the  furlong  two  hundred  and  twenty; 
and  the  mile  one  thoufand  fjven  hundred  and  fixty  :  That  the  fuperficial 
perch  fhould  contain  thirty  fquare  yards  and  a  quarter  :  The  rood  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ten  ;  and  the  acre  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty :  That,  according  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  refoluuons  of 
the  former  committee,  upon  the  fubjecl  of  weights  and  meafures,  agretd 
to  by  the  houfe  on  the  2,d  day  of  June  in  the  preceding  year,  the  quart 
ought  to  contain  fevsnty  cubical  inches  and  one  half  j  the  pint,  thirty-five 
and  one  quarter  ;  the  peck,  fiva  hundred  and  fixty-four  ;  and  the  bufhe!, 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  :  That  the  (evcral  parts  of  the 
pound,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  refola:ion  of  the  former  committee,  exa 
mined  and  auj  afted  in  prcfence  of  this  committee,  viz  The  half  pound 
or  fix  ounces,  quarter  of  a  pound  or  three  ounces,  two  ounces,  one  ounce,  two 
half  ounces,  the  five-penny  weight,  three-penny  weight,  two-penny  weight, 
2nd  one-penny  weight,  the  .twelve  grains,  fix  grains,  three  giuh,s,  two  grains, 
jne  grain  each)  ought  to  be  the  models  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
faid  pound,  and  to  be  ufcd  for  fizing  or  :-.';jufting  weights  for  the  future  : 
That  all  weight!  exceeding  a  pound  ihou.d  b;  of  brafs,  c^pptr,  bell-metal, 
or  caft-iron  and  allthofe  ofcift-iron  fhouW  be  made  in  the  form,  and  with 
a  hanUle  of  hammered  iron,  fucli  as  the  pattern  herewith  produaed,  having 

i.ric  of  the  weight  cait  in  the  iron  and  all  weights  of  a  pound,  or  under, 
JhouM  be  of  gold,  lilver,  brafs,  copper,  or  bell-metal:  That  all  weights  of 
calt-irouihouldhavethe  initial  letters  of  th;  name  of  the  maker  uponthe  upper 

f  t  1C  .-laiidlc:  and  all  other  weights  fhould  have  the  fame,    together 
with  the  naark  of  the  weight,  according  to  this  ftandard,  upon    fome  con- 
vsr.ient  part  thereof:  That  the  yard,  mentioned  in  the  fecond  refolution 
of  the  former  committee,  upon  the  fuhjsrft  of  weights  and  meafures,  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe  in  the  laft  feflion,  being    the  ftasdard  of  length,  and    the 
;oi;:;d,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  refolution,  being  the   ftandard   of   weight, 
:.ed  i-i  the  court  of  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  and  there 
kept  under  the  leals  of  the   the    chancellor  of  the  faid  exchequer, 
rthe  chief  baron,  and  the  feal  of  office  of  the  chamber  fain  of  the  ex- 

er,  and  no:  to  be  opened  but  by  the  order  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
I"  the  exchequer  and  chief  baron  for  the  time  being  :   That  the 
.      .  -i;.insto    afcertain  uniformity  in   meafures   of  length    and 

',  to  be  ufed  throughout  the  realm,  would  be  to  appoint  certain  per- 
toi.s  r.t  one  particular  office,  with  clerks  and  workmen  under  them,  for 

:i;'..fj  only  of  fizing  and  adjufling,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fubje&s,  all 
c»  vf  length,  and   all  weights,   D-Jr^    paits,  multiples,  or   certain 
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that  all  the  weights,  referred   to  in   the  report,  fhould  CHAP. 

be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  to  be  locked  up, 

and  brought  forth  again  occafionally.  ^—'-w^ 

The  houfe  of  commons,  among  other  articles  of  do-  1759- 
meftic  ceconomy,  beftowed  fome  attention  on  the  hof- 
pital  for  foundlings,  which  was  now,  more  than  ever, 
become  a  matter  of  national  confideration.  The  ac 
counts  relating  to  this  charity  having  been  demanded, 
and  fubjecT:ed  to  the  infpeclion  of  the  members,  were, 
together  with  the  king's  recommendation,  referred  to 
the  committee  of  fupply,  where  they  produced  the  re- 
folutions  which  we  have  already  fpeciiied  among  the 
other  grants  of  the  year.  The  houfe  afterwards  i  e- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  deliberate  on  the  ftate 
of  the  hofpital,  and  examine  its  accompts.  On  the  3d 

proportions  of  the  ftandards  to  be  ufed  for  the  future  :  That  a  model  or  pat 
tern  of  the  faid  ftandan?  yard,  mentioned  in  the  fecond  refolation  of  the 
former  committee,  and  now  in  the  cuftody  of  the  cleikof  lhe  houiL,  a.j>!  a 
model  or  pattern  of  the  ftandard  pound,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  refolution 
of  that  committee,  together  with  models  or  patterns  of  the  pares  of  the 
faid  pound,  now  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  of  the  multiples;  of  the  laid 
pound,  mentioned  in  this  report  when  they  fame  areadjufted,  fliouldbe  kept 
in  the  faid  office,  in  cuftody  of  the  faid  perfons  to  be  appointed  for  nzing 
weights  and  meafurcs,  under  the  feal  of  the  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer  for 
the  time  being,  to  beopjnedoniy  by  erder  of  the  faid  chief  baron,  in  his  pre- 
fence,  or  the  prefence  of  one  of  the  barons  of  trreexchequer,on the  application 
of  the  faid  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  of  correcting  and  adj  lifting,  as  occaijoa 
mould  require,  the  patterns  or  models  ufed  at  the  fai<t  office  for  fixing  mea- 
fures  of  length  and  weight,  delivered  outtothefubjeCU  :  That  models  or  pat 
terns  of  the  faid  ftandardyard  and  ftandard  pound  aforefaid,  and  allb  modsu  or 
patternsof  the  parts  and  multiples  aforefaid  of  the  faid  pound,  ihoald  be 
lodged  in  the  faid  office,  for  the  fizing  of  fjch  meafures  of  length  or 
weight,  as,  being  pa-<ts,  multiples,  or  proportions  of  the  faid  ftancLt.'ds, 
Ihould  hereafter  be  required  by  any  of  his  majcfty  's  fubjcc'ts :  That  all  rnea- 
fures  of  length  and  weight,  fized  at  the  faiJ  office,  ihould  be  marked  in 
fome  convenient  part  thereof  with  fuch  marks  as  ihould  be  thought  expe 
dient,  to  (how  the  identity  of  the  meafures  and  weights  fized  at  the  laid 
office,  and  to  difcover  any  frauds  that  may  be  committed  therein:  That 
the  faid  office  mould  be  kept  within  a  convenient  diftance  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  at  Weftminfter  ;  and  that  all  meafures  of  length  and  weight, 
within  a  certain  diftance  of  London,  ihoulci  -b-  corretled  and  re-aili/.ed,  as 
occafion  (bould  require,  at  the  laid  office  :  That,  in  order  to  enforce  the 
uniformity  in  weights  and  meafurca  to  !>e  ufed  fur  the  futur,',  all  perfons 
appointed  by  the  crown  to  a<fl  juftices  of  the  peace  in  any  county,  city,  or 
town  corporate,  being  refpedtively  counties  within  themfelves,  dirough- 
out  the  realm,  mould  be  empowered  to  Lear  anl  determine,  and  put  tli  la  v 
in  -  xecution,  in  refpeft  to  w/ights  and  meafures  only,  without  any  of  them 


thoritics  as  Ihould  be  necclTary  for  compelling  the  ufe  of  weights  and 
meafures,  agreeably  to  the  aforefaid  itandards  :  That  models  or  patterns  of 
the  faid  ftandard  yard  and  pound,  and  of  the  parts  and  multiples  thereof, 
before  mentioned,  fhould  be  distributed  in  each  county,  in  fuc'n  a  manner 
as  to  be  readily  ufed  for  evidence  in  all  cafes  where  meafures  and  weights 
fhould  be  queftioned  before  the  faid  co.umiflioners,'  and  for  adjufting  tha 
fa:n2  ia  a  proper  manner. 
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BOOK,  (tay  of  May  their  refolutions  were  reported,  to  the  fol- 
iJ~Lj  lowing  effe£t :  That  the  appointing,  by  the  governors 
""Y"*  and  guardians  of  the  faid  hofpital,  places  in  the  feve- 
I7j9'  ral  counties,  ridings,  or  divifions  in  this  kingdom,  for 
the  fi>-ft  reception  of  cxpofed  and  deferred  young  chil 
dren,  would  be  attended  with  many  evil  confequences ; 
and  that  the  conveying  of  children  from  the  country 
to  the  faid  hofpital  is  attended  with  many  evil  confe 
quences,  and  ought  to  be  prevented.  A  bill  was  or 
dered  to  be  brought  in,  founded  upon  this  laft  refolu- 
tion,  but  never  prefented  ;  therefore  the  enquiry  pro 
duced  no  cffecl.  Notwithstanding  the  inftitution  of 
this  charity,  for  the  fupport  of  which  great  fums  are 
yearly  levied  on  the  public,  it  does  not  appear,  that 
the  bills  of  mortality,  refpe&ing  new-born  children, 
are  decreafed,  nor  the  {hocking  crime  of  infant-murder 
rendered  lefs  frequent  than  heretofore.  It  may,  there 
fore,  be  not  improperly  ftiled  a  heavy  additional  tax 
for  the  propagation  of  baftardy,  and  the  encourage 
ment  of  idlenefs,  among  the  common  people  ;  befides 
the  tendency  it  has  to  cxtinguifh  the  feelings  of  the 
heart,  and  difiblve  thofe  family  ties  of  blood  by  which 
the  charities  are  connected. 

In  the  month  cf  March,  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevenring  of  the  melt 
ing  dou'n  and  exporting  the  gold  and  filver  coin  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  perfons  were  nominated  to  pre 
pare  it  ;  but  the  bill  never  appeared,  and  no  further 
enquiry  was  made  about  the  matter.  Perhaps  it  was 
fuppofed  that  fuch  a  meafure  might  be  thought  an  en- 
encroachment  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which 
hath  always  exercifed  the  power  of  fixing  the  ftandard 
and  regulating  the  currency  of  the  coi-i.  Perhaps  fuch 
a  {rep  was  deferred  on  account  of  the  war,  during 
•which  a  great  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  was  neccfia- 
rily  exported  to  the  continent,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
allies  and  armies  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain.  The 
legiflature,  however,  would  do  well  to  confider  this  eter 
nal  maxim  in  computation,  that  when  a  greater  quan 
tity  of  bullion  is  exported  in  wafte,  than  can  be  repla 
ced  by  commerce,  the  nation  muft  be  haftening  to  a 
ftate  of  infolvency. 

Over  2nd  above  thefe  proceedings  in  this  feflion  of 
parliament,  it  may  not  be  unnecenTary  to  mention  fe- 
veral  meff;)ges  which  were  fent  by  the  king  to  the 
houfe  of  commons.  That  relating  to  the  vote  of  cre 
dit  we  have  already  fpecified  in  our  account  of  the  fup- 
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ply.     On  the  26th  clay  of  April,  the  chancellor  of  the  c  H  A  p. 
exchequer  prefented  to  the  hoi-fe  two  meflages,  finned  • 

by  his  majefty,  one  in  favour  of  his  fuhje&s  in  North  ^"Y"*-' 
America,  and  the  other  in  behalf  of  the  Eaft-India  I7S9* 
Company:  The  former  recommending  to  their  confi- 
deration  the  zeal  and  vigour  with  winch  his  faithful 
fubjedts  in  North  America  had  exerted  thcrrfclves,  in 
defence  of  his  juft  rights  and  poffeiTions,  defiring  he 
might  be  enabled  to  give  them  a  proper  compenLtiort 
for  the  expences  incurred  by  the  respective  provinces 
in  levying,  clothing,  and  paying  the  troops  raifed  in 
that  couiit'.y,  according  as  the  aclive  vigour  and  Stre 
nuous  efforts  of  the  feveral  colonies  Should  appear  to 
merit,  in  the  latter,  he  defned  the  houfe  would 
empower  him  to  aflift  tde  EaSt  India  Company  in  de 
fraying  the  expence  of  a  military  force  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  to  be  maintained  by  them,  in  lieu  of  a  battalion 
of  regular  troops  withdrawn  from  thence,  and  return 
ed  to  Ireland.  Both  thefe  mefTages  were  referred  to 
the  committee  of  fupply,  and  produced  the  refolutions 
Tipon  each  fubjeft  we  have  already  explained.  The 
meffage  relating  to  a  projected  invafion  by  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  we  (hall  particularize  in  its  proper 
place,  when  we  come  to  record  the  circumftances  and 
mifcarriage  of  that  defign.  In  the  mean  time,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  voted  and  given  to  admiral 
Bofcawen  and  major-general  AmherSr,  for  the  fervices 
they  had  done  their  king  and  country  in  North  Ame 
rica  ;  and  the  fame  compliment  was  paid  to  admiral 
OSborne,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  cruize  in  the  Mediter 
ranean. 

The  feflionwas  clofed  on  the  ad  day  of  June  with  a 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  from  the  commiflioners  appointed 
by  his  majefty  for  that  purpoSe.  In,  this  harangue  the 
parliament  was  given  to  underShnd,  that  the  king  ap 
proved  of  their  conduct,  and  returned  them  his  thanks 
for  their  condefcenfion  :  That  the  hopes  he  had  con 
ceived  of  their  furmounting  the  difficulties  which  lay  \n 
the  way  were  founded  on  the  wifdom,  zeal,  and  af 
fection  of  fo  good  a  parliament  ;  and  that  his  expecta 
tions  were  fully  anfwered  :  That  they  had  considered 
the  war  in  all  its  parts,  and  notwithstanding  its  long 
continuance,  through  the  obftinacy  of  the  enemy,  had 
made  fuch  provifion  for  the  many  different  operations 
as  ought  to  convince  the  adverfaries  of  Great  Britain, 
that  it  would  be  for  their  interefl,  as  well  as  for  the  eafe 
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BOO  K.  and  relief  of  all  Europe,  to  embrace  equitable  and  ho- 
nourable  terms  of  accommodation.  They  we  re  told,  that 
by  their  affiftance,  the  combined  army  in  Germany  had 
been  completed  ;  powerful  fquadrons,  as  well  as  nu 
merous  bodies  of  land-forces,  were  employed  in  Ame 
rica,  in  order  to  maintain  the  Britifh  rights  and  pofief- 
fions,  and  annoy  the  enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner  in 
that  country :  That,  as  France  was  making  confider- 
able  preparations  in  her  different  ports,  he  had  taken 
care  to  put  his  fleet  at  home  in  the  beft  condition,  both 
of  ftrength  and  fituation,  to  guard  againft  and  repel 
any  attempts  that  might  be  meditated  againfl  his  king 
doms  :  That  all  his  meafures  had  been  directed  to  af- 
fert  the  honour  of  his  crown  ;  to  preferve  the  eflential 
interefts  of  his  faithful  fubjects  ;  to  fupport  the  caufe 
of  the  proteftani  religion,  and  public  liberty  ;  he  there 
fore  trufted,  that  the  uprightnefs  of  his  intentions 
would  draw  down  the  bleffing  of  heaven  upon  his  en 
deavours.  He  exprefled  his  hope,  that  the  precautions 
they  had  taken  to  prevent  and  correct  the  excefies  of 
the  privateers  would  produce  the  defired  effect;  a  confi- 
deration  which  the  king  had  much  at  heart  ;  for,  though 
fenfible  of  the  utility  of  that  fervice,  when  under  pro 
per  regulations,  he  was  determined  to  do  his  utmoft  to 
prevent  any  injuries  or  hardlhips  which  might  be  fuf- 
tainedby  thefubjects  of  neutral  powers,  as  faras  might 
be  practicable  and  ccnfiftent  with  his  majefty's  jufl 
right  to  hinder  the  trade  of  his  enemies  from  being  col- 
lufively  and  fraudulently  covered.  He  not  only  thank 
ed  the  commons,  but  applauded  the  firmnefs  and  vi 
gour  with  which  they  had  acted,  as  well  as  their  pru 
dence  in  judging,  that,  notwithftanding  the  prefent 
burthens,  the  making  ample  provifion  for  carrying  on 
the  war  was  the  moft  probable  means  to  bring  it  to  an 
honourable  and  happy  conclufion.  He  allured  them 
that  no  attention  (hould  be  wanting,  on  his  part,  for 
the  faithful  application  of  what  had  been  granted.  They 
were  informed  he  had  nothing  further  to  defire,  but 
that  they  would  carry  down  the  fame  good  difpofitions, 
and  propagate  them  in  their  feveral  counties,  which 
they  had  fliown  in  their  proceedings  during  the  feflion. 
Thefe  declarations  being  pronounced,  the  parliament 
was  prorogued. 

The  people  of  England,  provoked  on  one  hand  by 
intrigues,  the  hoftilities,  and  menaces  of  France,  and 
animated  on  the  other  by  the  pride  of  triumph  and  fuc- 
cefs,  v.hich  never  fails  to  reconcile  them  to  difficulties. 
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howfoever  great,  and  expence,  however  enormous,  at  c  H  A  p- 
this  period  breathed  nothing  but  war,  and  difcourfed  a- 
bout  nothing  but  new  plans  of  conqueft.  We  have 
feen  how  liberally  the  parliament  beftowed  the  nation's 
money  ;  and  the  acquiefcence  of  the  fubjects  in  general 
under  the  additional  burdens  which  had  been  impofed, 
appeared  in  the  remarkable  eagernefs  with  which  they 
embarked  in  the  fubfcriptioa  planned  by  the  legifla- 
ture;  in  the  vigorous  afliftance  they  contributed  to 
wards  manning  the  navy,  recruiting  the  army,  and  le 
vying  additional  forces  ;  and  the  warlike  fpirit  which 
began  to  defufe  itfelf  through  all  ranks  of  the  people. 
This  was  a  fpirit  which  the  miniftry  carefully  cherifh- 
ed  and  cultivated,  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  which,  it 
muft  be  owned,  was  profecuted  with  an  ardour  and  ef 
ficacy  peculiar  to  the  prefent  adminiftration.  True  it  is 
the  German  war  had  been  for  fome  time  adopted  as 
an  object  of  importance,  by  the  Britifh  councils,  and 
a  refolution  was  taken  to  maintain  it  without  flinching: 
At  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  confi- 
deration  had  not  hitherto  weakened  the  attention  of  the 
miniftry  to  the  operations  in  America,  where  alone  the 
war  may  be  faid  to  have  been  carried  on  and  profecu 
ted  on  Britifh  principles,  fo  as  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  in 
their  moft  tender  part,  and  at  the  fame  time  acquire 
the  moft  fubftantial  advantage  to  the  fubjecl:  of  Britain. 
For  thefe  two  purpofes,  every  preparation  was  made 
that  fagacity  could  fuggeft,  or  vigour  execute.  The 
navy  was  prepared  and  augmented,  and  in  order  to  man 
the  different  fquadrons,  the  expedient  of  prefllng,  that 
difgrace  to  a  Britifli  adminiftration,  was  praclifed 
both  by  land  and  water  with  extraordinary  rigour  and 
vivacity.  A  proclamation  was  iflued,  offering  a  confi- 
derable  bounty  for  every  feaman  and  evenlandman  that 
fhould,  by  a  certain  day,  enter  voluntarily  into  the 
fervice.  As  an  additional  encourgement  to  this  clafs 
of  people,  the  king  promifed  his  pardon  to  all  feamen 
who  had  deferted  from  the  refpeclive  fhips  to  which 
they  belonged,  provided  they  fhould  return  to  their  du 
ty  by  the  3d  day  of  July  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  de 
clared,  that  thofe  who  (hould  neglect  this  opportunity, 
at  a  tirne  when  their  county  fo  much  required  their  fer 
vice,  would,  upon  being  apprehended,  incur  the  penal 
ty  of  a  court-martial,  and,  if  convicted,  be  deemed 
unfit  objects  of  the  royal  mercy.  All  juftices  of  the 
peace,  mayors,  and  magiftrates  of  corporations  through 
out  Great  Britain,  where  commanded  to  make  particu- 


4i6  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  larfearch  of  ftragglinjf-amen  fit  for  the  fervice,  and  ttf 
,  .  fend  all  that  ftnufd  be  found   to   the  neareft   fea-port, 

^"Y"*'  that  they  might  be  fenton  board  by  the  fer.-ofHcer  there 
1759"  commanding.  Other  methods  more  gentle  and  effec 
tual  were  taken  to  levy  and  recruit  the  land-forces. 
New  regiments  were  raffed,  on  his  majefty's  promife, 
that  every  man  fhould  be  entitled  to  his  difcharge  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  and  the  premiums  for  inlifting 
were  increafed.  Over  and  above  thefe  indulgences, 
confiderable  bounties  were  offered  and  given  by  cities, 
towns,  corporations,  and  even  by  individuals,  fo  uni- 
verfally  were  thj  people  poffeffed  with  a  fpirit  of  chi 
valry  and  adventure.  The  example  was  fet  by  the 
metropolis,  where  the  common  council  refolved,  that 
voluntary  fubfci  iptions  fhould  be  received  in  the  cham 
ber  of  London,  to  be  appropriated  as  bounty-money  to 
fuch  perfons  as  fhould  engage  in  his  majefty's  fervice. 
The  city  fubfcribed  a  confiderable  fum  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  a  committee  of  aldermen  and  commoners  was  ap 
pointed  to  attend  at  Guildhall,  to  receive  and  apply  the 
fubfcriptions.  As  a  further  encouragement  to  volun 
teers,  they  moreover  revived,  that  every  perfon  fo  en 
tering  ihould  be  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  the  city,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years,  orfooner,  if  the  war 
fhould  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  Thefe  refolutions 
being  communicated  to  the  ki-ig,  he  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  his  approbation,  and  return  his  thanks  to  the  ci 
ty,  in  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  lord 
mayor.  Large  fums  were  immediately  fubfcribed  by 
different  companies,  and  forrte  private  perfons  ;  and,  in 
imitation  of  the  capital,  bounties  \vcre  offered  by  many 
different  communities  in  every  quarter  of  the  united 
kingdom.  At  the  fame  time,  fuch  care  and  diligence 
were  ufed  in  difciplining  the  militia,  that,  before  the 
clofe  of  the  year,  the  greater  part  of  thofe  truly  confti- 
tutional  battalions  rivalled  the  regular  troops  in  the 
perfection  of  their  exercife,  and  feemed  to  be  in  all  ref- 
peels  as  fit  for  actual  fervice. 

Before  we  proceed  to  record  the   tranfa&ions  of  the 
campaign  that  fucceeded  thefe   preparations,    we   (hall 
take  notice  of  fome  dom-jftic    events,  which,  though 
not  very  important  in    thcmfelves,    may   neverthelefs 
claim  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  England.     In  the  begin 
ning  of  this  year,  the  court  of  London  was  overwhelm 
ed  with  affliction  at  the  death  of  the  princefs  dowser 
Death  of     of  Orangeand  NaiTau,  governate of  the  United  Provinces 
the  p.-in-     in  the  minority  of  her  fon,  the  prefent  fUdtholdcr.     She 
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was  the  eldeft  daughter  of  his  Britannic  majefty,    pof-  C  HA  P. 
feffed  of  manyperfonal  accomplimments  and   exempla-  ^.^-^ 
ry  virtues,  pious,  moderate,  fenfible,  and  circumfpecT..        J* 
She  had  exercifed    her  authority   with  equal   fagacity  ccf^f9^- 
and  refolution,  refpected  even  by   thofe   who   were  no  range, 
friends    to  the   houfe  of  Orange,  and  died  with    great 
fortitude  and  refignation  *.     In  her  will  fhe    appointed 
the  king  her  father,  and  the    princefs    dowager  of  O- 
range,  her  mother-in-law,  honorary  tutors,  and  prince 
Louis  of  Brunfwick  adding  tutor  to   her  children.     In 
the  morning  after  her  deceafe,  the  ftates-general  and  the 
ftates  of  Holland    were  extraordinarily  afiembled,  and 
having   received    notice    of  this   event,  proceeded  to 
confirm  the  regulations  which  had   been   made  for   the 
minority  of  the  ftadtholder.     Prince   Louis   of  Brunf 
wick  was  invited  to  afiift  in  the   aflembly   of  Holland, 
where  he   took  the  oaths,  as    reprefenting  the  captain 
general  of  the  union.     Then  he  communicated  to  the 
affembly  the  act  by  which  the   princefs  had  appointed 
him  guardian  of  her  children.     He  was  afterwards   in 
vited  to  the  aflembly  of  the  Hates-general,  who  agreed  to 
the  refolution   of  Holland  with  refpecl  to  his  guardian- 
ihip  ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  different  colleges  of  the 
government  fent  formal  deputations  to  the  young  ftadt- 
holder,  and  the  princefs    Caroline,  his  fifter,  in  whufe 
names  and  prefence  they  were  received,  and   anfwered 
by  their  guardian  and   reprefentative.     A  formal    inti 
mation  of  the  death  of  the  princefs  was  communicated  to 
the  king  her  father  in  a  pathetic  letter,  by  theftates  ge 
neral,  who  condoled  with    him  on  the   irreparable  lofs 
which  he  as  well  as  they  had  fuftained  by  this  melancho 
ly  event,  and  affured  him  they  would   employ  all   their 
care  and  attention  in  fecuringand  defending  the  rights 
and  interefts  of  the  young  ftadtholder,  and  the  princefs  And  pr;n- 
his  fifter,  whom  they  confidered  as  the  children  of  the  c-rf  r|iza- 
republic.     The  royal  family  of  England  fuffered  ano-  ••' 
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*  Feeling  her  end  approaching,  {he  delivered  a  key  to  one  of  her  atten 
dants,  oirediing  him  to  fetch  two  papers,  which  {he  figned  with  her  own 
hand.  One  was  a  contraft  ot  marriage  between  her  daughterand  the  prince 
of  N'aflau-Weilburgh  ;  the  othe  •  was  a  letter  to  the  dates-general,  belcech- 
ing  them-taconfent  to  this  marriage,  and  prsferve  inviolate  the  regulations 
{he  had  made,  touching  the  education  and  tutelageof  the  young  ftadthold 
er. — Tl  efe.  two  papers  being  fjgned  and  fcaled,  ihe  fent  for  her  childr.n, 
cxhiirtvd  them  to  make  prop, r  improvements  on  the  education  they  ha.l 
receive  .,  and  to  live  in  harmony  with  each  other.  Then  /he  hr.plorccl 
heaven  to  ihower  its  bliffings  on  them  both,  and  embraced  them  with  rh:  moft 
aiL-iling  marks  of  maternal  tendern«fs.  bhe  afterwards  continued  tocon- 
verfc  calmly  and  deliberately  wich  her  fu-mdtj  and  in  a  few  hoars  expired. 
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BOOK  ther  difafter  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  by  the  deceafe  of 
:li-       the  princefs  Elizabeth  Caroline,  fccond  daughter  of  his 
^•Y"0  late  royal  highnefs  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  a  lady  of 
'759-       thjino'li:    amiable  character,   who  died  at  Kew  in  the 
month  of  September,  before  fhe  had  attained  the  eigh 
teenth   year  of  her  age. 

Certain  privateers  continuing  their  exceffcs  at  fea, 
and  lifting  neutral  (hips  without  diftindtion  or  authori 
ty,  the  government  refolved  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  by  making  examples  of  thofe  pirates,  who, 
as  fair,  as  they  could  be  detected  and  fccured,  were 
brought  to  trial,  and,  upon  conviction,  facrificed 
to  juftice.  While  thefe  fteps  were  taken  to  ref- 
cue  the  nation  from  the  reproach  of  violence  and  ra 
pacity,  which  her  neighbours  had  urged  with  fuch  ea- 
gernefs,  equal  fpirit  was  exerted  in  convincing  neutral 
powers  that  they  fhould  not,  with  impunity,  contra 
vene  the  law  of  nations,  in  favouring  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain.  A  great  number  of  caufes  were  tried, 
relating  to  difputed  captures,  and  many  Dutch  vefiels, 
with  their  cargoes,  were  condemned,  after  a  fair  hear 
ing,  notwithftanding  the  loud  clamours  of  that  peo 
ple,  and  the  repeated  remonftrances  of  the  ftates  gene 
ral. 

The  reputation  of  the  Englifh  was  not  fo  much  af 
fected  by  the  irregularities  of  her  privateers,  armed  for 
rapine,  as  by  the  neglect  of  internal  police,  and  an  in 
gredient  of  i'avage  ferocity  mingled  in  the  national  cha 
racter  ;  an  ingredient  that  appeared  but  too  confpicu- 
cuous  in  the  particulars  of  feveral  (hocking  murders 
m^del?  brought  to  light  about  this  period. — One  Halfey,  who 
;n  England,  commanded  a  merchant-fhip  in  the  voyage  from  Jamai 
ca  to  England,  having  conceived  fome  perfonal  diflike 
to  a  poorfailor,  infulted  him  with  fuch  abufe,  expofed 
him  to  fuch  hardfhips,  and  punifhedhim  with  fuch  wan- 
tonnefs  of  barbarity,  that  the  poor  wretched  leaped  over 
board  in  defpair.  His  inhuman  tyrant  envying  him 
that  death,  which  would  have  refcued  a  miferable  ob-^ 
jecl  from  his  brutality,  plunged  into  the  fea  after  him, 
and  brought  him  on  board,  declaring  he  fhould  not  ef- 
cape  fo  while  they  were  any  torments  left  to  inflicl. 
Accordingly,  he  exercifed  his  tyranny  upom  him  with 
redoubled  rigour,  until  the  poor  creature  expired,  in 
confequence  of  the  inhuman  treatment  he  had  fuftaincd. 
This  favage  ruffian  was  likewife  indicted  for  the  mur 
der  of  another  mariner,  but  being  convicted  on  the  firft 
tri.il,  the  fecond  was  found  unncceffary,  and  the  crimi- 
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aal  differed  death  according  to  the   law,  which  is  per-  CHAP, 
haps  too  mild  to  malefactors  of  fuch  aggravated  cruelty. 
— Another  barbarous   murder  was  perpetrated  in  the  ^"Y"^ 
country,  near  Birmingham,  upon  a  flieriff's  officer,  by 
the  fons  of  one  Darby,  whofe  effects    the    bailiff   had 
feized,  on  a  diftrefs  for  rent.     The  two  young  affaflins, 
encouraged  by  the  father,  attacked  the  unhappy  wretch 
with  clubs,  and  mangled  him  in  a   terrible   manner,  fo 
that  he  hardly  retained  any  figns  of  life.     Not  contented 
with  this  cruel  execution,  they  (tripped  him  naked,  and 
dragging  him  out  of  the  houfe,  fcourged  him   with  a 
waggoner's  whip,  until  the  flefh  was  cut  from  his  bones. 
In  this  miferable  condition  ha    was  found   weltering  in 
his  blood,  and  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  houfe,  where 
he  immediately  expired.     The  three   barbarians   were 
apprehended,  after  having  made    a  defperate  refiftance. 
They  were  tried,  convicted,  and  executed  :  The  fons 
were  hung  in  chains,  and  the  body  of  the  father  diffect- 
ed. — The  widow  of  a  timber  merchant  at  Rotherhithe 
being  cruelly   murdered  in  her    own  houfe,  Mary  Ed 
monton,  a  young  woman,  her  niece,  ran  out   into  the 
ftreet  with  her  own  arms  cut  acrofs,  and  gave  the  alarm, 
declaring  her  aunt  had  been   affaffmated  by   four  men, 
who  forced  their  way  into  the  houfe,  and  that  fhe  (the 
niece)  had  received  t'nofe  wounds,  in  attempting  to  de 
fend  her  relation.      According  to  the  circumftances  that 
appeared,  this  unnatural  wretch  had   cut  the    throat  of 
her  aunt  and  benefactrefs  with  a  cafe-knife,  then  drag 
ged  the  body  from  the  wafh-houfe  to  the  parlour ;  that  fhe 
had  ftolena  watch  and  fome  filver  fpoons,  and  concealed 
them,  together  with  the  knife  and  her  own  apron,  which 
was  foaked  with  the  blood  of  her  parent.     After  having 
acted  this  horrid  tragedy,  the  bare  recital   of  which  the 
humane  reader  will  not  perufe  without  horror,  fhe  put 
on  another  apron,  and  wounded  her  own  flem,  the  bet 
ter  to  conceal   her   guilt.     Notwithftanding  thefe  pre 
cautions,  (he  was  fufpected,  and  committed   to  prifon. 
Being  brought  to  trial,  {he  was  convicted  and  condemn 
ed  upon  circumstantial  evidence,  and  finally  executed  on 
Kennington-Common,  though  (he  denied  the  fact  to  the 
laft  moment  of  her  lite.     At  the  place  of  execution,  fhe 
behaved  with  great  compofure,  and,  after  having  fpcnt 
fome  minutes  in  devotions.,  protefted  fhe  was    innocent 
of  the  crime  laid  to  her  charge.     What  feemed  to   cor 
roborate  this  proteltation,  was    the   condition  and  cha 
racter  of  the  young  woman,  who  had    been  educated  in 
a  fphere  above  the  vulgar,  and  maintained  a  reputation 
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BOOK  without  reproach  in  the  country,  where  fhe  was 

ally  betrothed   to  a  clergyman.     On  the  other    hand, 

^^C^  thecircumfhnces  that  appeared  againO:  her  almoit  a- 
I759'  mounted  to  a  certainty,  though  nothing  weaker  than 
proof  pofuive  ought  to  determine  a  jury  in  capita!  cafes 
to  g;ive  a  verdiit  againft  the  perfon  accufed.  After  ail, 
thit  is  one  of  thofe  problematic  events  which  elude  the 
force  of  ail  evidence,  and  ferve  to  confound  the  pride 
of  human  reafon. — A  mifcreant,  who-b  name  was 
Haines,  having  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  a  farmer  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Gloucefter,  who  poifefled  a  fmall 
eftatc,  which  he  intended  to  divide  among  feven  chil 
dren,  was  fo  abandoned  as  to  form  the  defign  of  poi- 
foninsr  the  v/hole  family,  that  by  virtue  of  his  wife  he 
mi2;ht  enjoy  the  whole  inheritance.  For  the  execution 
cf  this  infernal  fcheme,  he  employed  his  own  father  to 
pufchafe  a  quantity  of  arfenic  ;  part  of  which  he  admi- 
niftered  to  three  of  the  children,  who  were  immediately 
feized  with  the  dreadful  fymptoms  produced  by  this  mi 
neral,  and  the  eldeft  expired.  He  afterwards  mixed  it 
with  three  apple-cakes,  which  he  bought  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  prefented  to  the  other  three  children,  who 
underwent  the  f.ime  violence  of  operation  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  the  eldeft  brother.  The  inftantaneous 
effects  of  the  poif.»n  created  a  fufpicionof  Haines,  who 
being  examined,  the  whole fcene  cf  villainy  ftccd  difclc- 
fed.  Neverthekfs,  the  villain  found  means  to  cfcapc. 
— The  uncommon  fpirit  of  afiaifination  which  raged  at 
this  period  feemed  to  communicate  i til.  If  even  to  fo 
reigners  who  breathed  Englifh  air.  Five  French  pri- 
/oncrs,  confined  on  board  the  king's  fhip  the  Royal 
Oak,  were  conviclej  cf  having  murdered  one  J^an  de 
Pvlanaux,  their  countryman  and  fdlow  prilbner,  in  re 
venge  for  his  having  difcovered  that  they  had  forged 
paiTes  to  facilitate  their  efcapc.  Exafperated  at  this  de 
tection,  they  feized  this  unfortunate  ir.former  in  the 
place  of  their  confinement,  gauged  his  mouth,  ftripped 
him  naked,  tied  him  with  a  flrong  cord  to  a  ring  bolt, 
andfcourged  his  body  with  the  moil  brutal  perfevetxnce. 
Ey  dint  of  ftruggling  the  poor  wretch  difengaged  him- 
felf  from  the  cord  with  which  he  had  been  tied:  Then 
they  fmifhed  the  tragedy,  by  leaping  and  {lamping  on 
his  bread  till  the  cheft  was  broke,  and  he  expired. 
They  afterwards  fevered  the  body  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  thefe  they  conveyed  at  different  times  into  the  fea, 
through  the  funnel  of  a  convenience  to  which  they  had 
accefsjbut  one  of  the  other  prifoners  gave  information  of 
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the  murder,  in  coniequence  of  which  they  were  fecured,  CHAP, 
brought  to  trial,  condemned,  and  puniflied  with  death.  .__. 
—•Nor  were  the  inftances  of  cruel  affaffination  which 
prevailed  at  this  juncture  confined  to  Great  Britain.  t759 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  foregoing  year,  an  atrocious 
maffacre  was  perpetrated  by  two  Genoefe  mariners  up 
on  the  ma  it  sr  and  crew  of  an  Englifh  veiTc-1,  among 
whom  they  were  enrolled.  Thefe  monfters  of  cruelty 
were  in  different  watches,  a  circumftance  that  favoured 
the  execution  of  the  horrid  plan  t,hey  had  concerted. 
When  one  of  them  retired  to  reft  with  his  fellows  of  the 
watch,  confifcing  of  the  mate  and  two  feamen,  he  wait- 
ed,till  they  were  fuft  afleep,  and  then  butchered  them 
all  with  a  knife.  Having  fo  far  fucceeded  without  dif- 
covery,  he  returned  to  the  deck,  and  communicated  the 
exploit  to  his  aflociate  :  Then  they  fuddenly  attacked 
the  mafter  of  the  veffel,  and  cleft  his  head  with  a  hatch 
et,  which  they  likewife  uftd  in  murdering  the  man  that 
ftood  at  the  helm  ;  a  third  was  likewife  difpatched,  and 
no  Englilhman  remained  alive  but  the  matter's  fon,  a 
boy,  who  lamented  his  father's  death  with  inceflant 
tears  and  cries  for  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  was  likewife  fr.crih'ced,  becaufe  the  ailaffins  were  dif- 
turbcd  by  his  clamour.  This  barbarous  fcenc  was 
a6ted  within  iixty  leagues  of  the  rock  of  Lifbon  ;  but 
the  vtlfel  was  taken  between  the  capes  Ortugal  and  Fi- 
niiterre,  by  the  captain  of  a  French  privateer  called 
La  Favourite,  who  feeing  the  deck  ftained  with 
blood,  and  finding  all  the  papers  of  the  fhipdeftroyed, 
began  to  iufpeCt  that  the  mafter  and  crew  had  been 
murdered.  He  accordingly  taxed  them  with  the  mur 
der,  and  they  confeiled  the  particulars.  The  privateer 
touched  at  V  igo,  where  the  captain  imparted  this  detail 
to  the  Engiifh  conful ;  but  the  prize,  with  the'  two 
villains  on  board,  was  fent  to  Bayonne  in  France,  where 
they  were  brought  to  condign  punifhment. 

We  ihall  dole  this  regifter  of  blood  with  the  account 
of  a  murder  remarkable  in  all  its  circumftancep,  for 
which  a  perfon,  called  Eugene  Aram,  fuffered  at  York, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  year.  This  man,  who  exercifed 
the  profeffionof  a  fchoolmafter  at  Knarefborough,  had, 
as  far  back  as  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-five,  been  concerned  with  one  Houfeman,  in  rob 
bing  and  murdering  Daniel  Clarke,  whom  they  had 
previously  perfuaded  to  borrow  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
valuable  effects  from  different  perfons  in  the  neighbour 
hood  on  falje  pretences,  that  he  might  retire  with  the 
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BOOK  booty.  He  had  accordingly-filled  a  fack  with  thefe  par- 
ni<  ticulars,  and  began  his  retreat  with  his  two  perfidious 
aflbciates,  who  fuddenly  fell  upon  him,  deprived  him  of 
59-  life,  and,  having  buried  the  body  in  a  cave,  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  plunder.  Though  Clarke  difappeared  at 
once  in  fuch  a  myfterious  manner,  no  fufpicion  fell  up 
on  the  afTaffins  ;  and  Aram,  who  was  the  chief  contri 
ver  and  agent  in  the  murder,  moved  his  habitation  to  a- 
nother  part  of  the  country.  In  the  fummer  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  Houfeman  beiag  employed,  among  other  la 
bourers,  in  repairing  the  public  highway,  they,  in  dig 
ging  for  gravel  by  the  road  fide,  difcovered  the  fkeleton 
of  a  human  creature,  which  the  majority  fuppofed  to  be 
the  bones  of  Daniel  Clarke.  This  opinion  was  no  foon- 
cr  broached,  than  Houfeman,  as  it  were  by  fome  fuper- 
natural  impulfe  which  he  could  not  refift,  declared  that 
it  was  not  the  fkslcton  of  Clarke,  inafmuch  as  his  bo 
dy  had  been  interred  in  a  place  called  St.  Robert's 
Cave,  where  they  would  find  it,  with  the  head  turned 
to  a  certain  corner.  He  was  immediately  apprehended 
examined,  admitted  as  evidence  for  the  crown,  and 
difcovered  the  particulars  of  the  murder.  The  fkeleton 
of  Clarke  being  found  exactly  in  the  place  and  manner 
he  had  defcribed,  Eugene  Aram,  who  now  acted  as 
uftier  to  a  grammar-fchool,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
was  fecured,  and  brought  to  trial  at  the  York  affixes. 
There,  his  own  wife  corroborating  the  teitirnony  of 
Houfeman,  he  was  found  guilty,  and  received  fcntence 
of  death,  notwithstanding  a  very  artful  and  learned  de 
fence,  in  which  he  proved,  from  argument  and  exam 
ple,  the  danger  of  convicting  a  man  upon  circumftan- 
tial  evidence.  Finding  all  his  remor. {trances  ineffectual, 
he  recommended  himfelf  in  pathetic  terms  to  the  king's 
mercy  ;  and  if  ever  murder  was  entitled  to  indulgence, 
perhaps  it  might  have  been  extended,  not  improperly, 
to  this  man,  whofe  genious,  in  itfelf  prodigious,  might 
have  exerted  itfelf  in  works  of  general  utility.  He 
had,  in  fpite  of  all  the  difadvantages  attending  low 
birth  and  ftraitened  circumflances,  by  dint  of  his  own 
capacity  and  inclination,  made  confiderable  progrefs  in 
mathematics  and  philofophy,  acquired  all  the  languages 
ancient  and  modern,  and  executed  part  of  a  Celtic  dic 
tionary,  which,  had  he  lived  to  finifh  it,  might  have 
thrown  fome  efiential  light  upon  the  origin  and  obfcu- 
ritiesof  the  European  hiitory.  Convinced,  at  lair,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  clemency  of  the  go 
vernment,  he  wrote  ;i  fhort  pcern  in  defencs  of  fuicidej 
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and,  on  the    day  fixed  for  his   execution,  opened  the  C  H  A  P. 
veins  of  his  left  arm  with  a  razor,  which  he  had  conceal-       x- 
cd  for  that  purpofe.     Though  he  was  much    weakened  (~^Y**J 
by  the  effufion  of  blood,  before  this  attempt  was  difco-      l?59~ 
vered;  yet,  as  the  inftrumenthad  miffed  the  artery,  he 
did  not  expire  until  he  was  carried    to  the  gibbet,  and 
underwent  the  fentence  of  the  law.     His  body  was  con 
veyed  to   Knarefborough-foreft,  and  hung    in    chains, 
near  the  place  where  the  murder  was  perpetrated.  Thefe 
are  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable   that   appeared  among 
many  other  inftances  of  homicide  j  a  crime  that  prevails 
to  a  degree  alike  deplorable  snd  furprifing,  even  in  a  na 
tion   renowned   for  companion   and   placability.     But 
this  will  generally  be  the  cafe  among  people  whofe  paf- 
fions,  naturally  impetuous,  are  ill  rcftrained    by   laws, 
and  the  regulations  of  civil  fociety,  which  the  licentious 
do  not  fear,  and  the  wicked  hope  to  evade. 

The  prince  of  Wales  having,  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  entered  the  two-and-twentieth  year  of  his  age, 
the  anniverfary  of  his  birth  was  celebrated  with  great 
rejoicings  at  court,  and  the  king  received  compliments 
of  congratulation  on  the  majority  of  a  prince,  who  feem- 
ed  born  to  fulfil  the  hopes  and  complete  the  happinefs 
of  Great  Britain.  The  city  of  London  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  king  on  this  occafion,  replete  with  ex- 
preflionsof  loyalty  and  affeclion,  afTuring  his  majefly, 
that  no  hoftile  threats  could  intimidate  a  people  animat 
ed  by  the  love  of  liberty,  who,  confiding  in  the  Divine 
Providence,  and  in  his  majefty's  experienced  wifdom 
and  vigorous  councils,  were  refolved  to  exert  their  ut- 
moft  efforts  towards  enabling  their  fovereign  to  repel 
the  infults  and  defeat  the  attempts  made  by  the  ancient 
enemies  of  his  crown  and  kingdom.  Congratulations 
of  the  fame  kind  were  offered  by  other  cities,  towns, 
corporations,  and  commurwtics,  v/ho  vied  with  each 
other  in  profefiions  of  attachment ;  and,  indeed,  there 
was  not  the  leaft  trace  of  difaffection  perceivable  at  this 
juncture  in  any  part  of  the  ifland. 

So  little  were  the  citizens  of  London    diftrefled   by 
the  cxpence,  or    incommoded  by  the  operations  of  the 

war,  that  thcv  found  leifure  to  plan,  and  funds  to  exe-  ,T 

•  r  •'  i        r  r        \  r    i      Newbridge 

cute  magnificent  works  or  art,  lor  the  ornament  of  the  at  Black- 
metropolis,  and  the  convenience  of  commerce.     They  friars, 
had  obtained  an  acT:  of  parliament,  empowering  them  to 
build  a  new  bridge  over  the  Thames,  from  Black-friars 
to  the  oppofite  fhore,  about  mid-way  between  thofe  of 
London  and  Weftminfrer.     CommifTioners   were  sp- 
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BOOK  pointed  to  put  this  adl  in  execution;  and,  at  a  court  of 
common-council,  it  was  refolved  that  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing  one  hundred  and  forty  four  thoufand  pounds  fhould 
be  forthwith  raifed,  within  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  by 
inftallments,  not  exceeding  thirty-thoufand  pounds  in 
one  year,  to  be  paid  into  the  chamber  of  London  ;  that 
the  perfons  advancing  the  money  fhould  have  an  in- 
tereft  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
be  paid  half  yearly  by  the  chamberlain,  yet  redeema 
ble  at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  ten  years ;  and  that 
the  chamberlain  ftiould  affix  the  city's  feal  to  fuch  in- 
ftrumsnts  as  the  committee  might  think  fit  to  give  for 
fecuring  the  payment  of  the  faid  annuities.  Such  were 
the  firft  effectual  fteps  taken  tov/ards  the  execution  of 
a  laudable  meafure,  which  met  with  the  moft  obftinate 
oppofition  in  the  fequel,  from  the  narrow  views  of  par 
ticular  people,  as  well  as  from  the  prejudice  of  party. 

The  fpirit  that  now  animated  the  citizens  of  London 
was  fuch  as  (mall  difficulties  did  not  retard,  and  even 
conilderable  lofl.es  could  not  difcourage.  In  the  month 
of  November,  the  city  was  expo  fed  to  a  dangerous 
conflagration,  kindled  in  the  night  by  accident  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  which  burned 
with  great  fury,  notwithftanding  the  afllflance  of  the 
fireiren  and  engines  employed  under  the  perfonal  di- 
reclion  of  the  magiflracy,  confumed  a  good  number  of 
houfce,  and  damaged  many  mere.  That  whole  quar 
ter  of  the  town  was  filled  with  confternation:  Some 
individuals  were  beggared  ;  one  or  two  perifhed  in  the 
flames,  and  fome  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  houfes 
that  funk  under  the  difafter. 

MctSo-i  of  The  ferment  of  mind  fo  peculiar  to  the  natives  of 
r-  Great  Britain,  excited  by  a  ftrange  mixture  of  genius 
and  caprice,  pafllon  and  philofophy,  ftudy  and  con 
jecture,  produced  as  this  period  fome  flowers  of  im 
provement,  in  different  arts  and  fcience?,  that  feemed 
to  promife  fruit  of  public  utility.  Several  perfons 
invented  methods  for  difcovering  the  longitude  at 
f?a,  that  great  defideratum  in  navigation,  for  the  af- 
ceruinrnent  of  which  fo  many  nations  have  offered  a 
public  recorr.pence,  and  in  the  inveftisation  of  which  fo 
many  mathematical  heads  have  been  difoidered.  Some 
of  thofe  who  now  appeared  candidates  for  the  prize  de- 
fcrvc<i  erKouraacrRL-nt  for  the  ingenuity  of  their  feveral 
fyftems  ;  but  he  who  feemed  to  enjoy  the  pre-eminence 
in  the  opinion  and  favour  of  the  public,  was  Mr.  Irwin, 
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a  nati'/eof  Ireland,  who  contrived   a   chair  fo  artfully  C  HA  P, 
poifed,  that  a  parfon  fitting  in  it  on  board  a  fhip,  even  , 
'•n  a  rough  lea,  can,  through  a    tekfcope,  obferve  the 
immerfion  and  ernerfion  of  Jupiter's  fattllites,  without      *759" 
being  interrupted  or  incommoded  by  the  motion  of  the 
veffel.  This  gentleman  was  favoured  with  the  ailiftance 
and  protection  of  commodore  lord  Howe,  in  whole  pre- 
fence  the  experiment   was  tried  in  fevcral  fhips  at  fea 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  granted  a  certificate,  figni- 
fying  his  approbation  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this,  Mr. 
Irwin  is  faid  to  have   obtained  a   confiderable   reward 
from  the  board  of  admiralty. 

The  people  of  England,  happy  in  their  fituation, 
felt  none  of  the  ftorms  of  war  and  defolation  which  ra 
vaged  the  neighbouring  countries  >  but,  enriched  by  a 
furprifing  augmentation  of  commerce,  enjoyed  all  the 
fecurity  of  peace,  and  all  the  pleafures  of  talle  and  afflu 
ence.  The  univerilty  of  Oxford  having  conferred  the 
office  of  their  chancellor,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
carl  of  Arr.in,  upon  another  nobleman  of  equal  honour 
and  integrity,  namely,  the  earl  of  Weflmoreland,  he 
made  a  public  entrance  into  that  celebrated  feat  of  learn 
ing  with  great  magnificence,  and  was  inftalled  amidfi: 
the  Encaenia,  which  were  celebrated  with  fuch  clafllcal 
elegance  of  pomp,  as  might  have  rivalled  the  chief  Ro 
man  feflival  of  the  Auguftan  age-  The  chancellor  e- 
Ie6t  was  attended  by  a  fplendid  train  of  the  nobility  and 
psrfons  of  diftindtion.  The  city  of  Oxford  was  filled 
with  a  vaft  concourfe  of  ftraugers.  The  proceffions 
were  contrived  with  tafte,  and  conducted  with  deco'urn. 
The  inftallation  was  performed  with  the  moft  ftritcing 
folemnity.  The  congratulatory  veifes,  and  public 
fpeeches,  breathed  the  fpirit  of  Old  Rome;' and  the" 
ceremony  was  clofed  by  Dr.  Kingj  that  venerable 
fage  of  St.  IVlaryHall,  who  pronounced  an  oration  in 
praife  of  the  new  chancellor,  with  all  the  flow  of  Tul- 
ly,  animated  by  the  fire  of  Oernofthenes. 

We  (hall  conclude  the  remarkable  incidents  of  thi» 
year*,  that  are  detached  from  the  profecution  of  the  war 

VOL.  Ill,  3! 

*  In  the  fpring  ofthis  year,  the  liberal  a-fs  fufbained  a  lamentable  lofs^ 
in  the  death  of  George  Fiederick  Handd.,  "h?  ir.oft  c-jltbrated  master  ire 
mufic  which  this  >.ge  had  produced.  He  w'js  by  birth  a  German  ;  but 
had  Hudiedin  It.ily,  and  afterwards  f:'.tlcd  in  tn^land,  where  he  met 
with  tho  moft  tivourable  receptio1-,  :  i.l  refiJed  above  half  a  certwy, 
univcrfally  admired  for  his  ftupendoui  ganius  in  the  fublime  parts  or  urn- 
Acal  compolitioiv 

One  would  be  apt;  to  imagine,  that  there  was  foiru tiling  in  the  conftitu- 
*tori  of  the  air  at  this  period,  which  was  particularly  unfavouiable  •  old 
».;«,  inifmuch  as,  in  rhe  compafj  of  a  few  months,  the  following  iper 
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B  OO  K  with  the  detail  of  an  event  equally  furprifing  and  depla- 
m-  rable  : — A  (loop  called  the  Dolphin,  bound  from  the 
^V^  Canaries  to  New- York,  met  with  fuch  unfavourable 
Mh-i^i"  Weatn~r5  that  fhe  was  detained  one  hundred  and  iixty- 
fate'ofthe  five  tlays  in  the  pa/Tage,  and  the  provifion  of  the  {hip 
fioopDoi-  was  altogether  expended  before  the  firft  fifty  days  were 
phin>  elapfed.  The  wretched  crew  had  devoured  their  dog, 

cat,  and  all  their  fhoes  on  board.  At  length,  being  re 
duced  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  they  agreed  to  caft  lots 
for  their  lives,  that  the  body  of  him  upon  whom  the 
lot  flioald  fall  might  ferve  for  fome  time  to  fupport  the 
furvivors.  The  wretched  vi&im  was  one  Antonio 
Galatia,  a  Spanifh  gentleman  and  pafienger.  Him 
they  fhot  with  a  muflcet;  and  having  cut  off  his  head, 
threw  it  overboard  ;  but  the  entrails,  and  the  reft  of 
the  carcafe,  they  greedily  devoured.  This  horrid  ban 
quet  having,  as  it  were,  fiefhed  the  famimed  crew, 
they  began  to  talk  of  another  facrifice,  from  which, 
however,  they  were  diverted  by  the  influence  and  re- 
monftrances  of  their  captain,  who  prevailed  upon  them 
to  be  fatisfied  with  a  miferable  allowance  to  each  per 
dienijCut  from  a  pair  of  leather  breeches  found  in  the  ca 
bin.  Upon  this  calamitous  pittance,  reinforced  with 
the  grafs  which  grew  plentifully  upon  the  deck,  thefe 
poor  objects  made  {hi ft  to  fubfift  for  twenty  days,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  they  were  relieved,  and  taken  on 
beard  by  one  captain  Bradfhaw,  who  chanced  to  fall  in 
with  them  at  fea.  By  this  time  the  whole  crew  con- 
fifting  of  fevcn  men,  where  fo  fqualid  and  emaciated, 
as  to  exhibit  an  appearance  at  once  piteous  and  terri 
ble  ;  and  fo  reduced  in  point  of  ftrcngth,  that  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  ufe  ropes  and  tackle  for  hoifting 
them  from  one  fhip  to  the  other.  The  circumftance  of 
the  lot  falling  upon  the  Spaniard,  who  was  the  only 
foreigner  on  board,  encourages  a  fufpicion  that  foul 
play  was  offered  to  this  unfortunate  ftranger  ;  but  the 
moft  remarkable  part  of  this  whole  incident  is,  that  the 
mailer  and  crew  could  not  contrive  fome  fort  of  tackle 

Cons,  remarkable  for  their  longevity,  died  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  : 
William  Barnes,  who  had  been  above  feventy  years  a  fervant  in  the  fa- 
mily  of  Brodie,  died  there,  at.  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  nine.  Catha 
rine  Mackenzie  died  in  Rofs-fliire,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  eigh 
teen.  Janet  Blair  deceafed  at  Monymu/k,  in  the  MK  of  Aberdeen,  tur 
ned  of  one  hundred  and  twelve.  Alexander  Stephens,  in  P.anfr-ihire,  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  Janet  Harper,  at  Bains-hole,  at  the 
age  nf  on:  hundred  and  fevtn.  Daniel  Cameron  in  Rannach,  married 
when  he  was  turned  of  one  hundred,  and  furvived  his  marriage  thirty 
JCtt* 
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to  catch  fifh,  with  which  the  Tea  every  where   abounds,  c  H  A  p. 
and  which,  no  doubt,  might  be  caught  with  the  help  of  i^^^j 
efa  little  ingenuity.     If  implements  of  this   kind  were 
provided  in  every  (hip,  they  would  probably  prevent  all 
thole  tragical  events  at  fea  that  are  occafioned   by   fa 
mine. 

Previous  to  the  more  capital  operations  in  war,  we 
fliall  particularize  the  moft  remarkable  captures  that 
were  made  upon  the  enemy  by  Tingle  {hips  of  war,  du 
ring  the  courfe  of  this  fuminer  and  autumn.  In  the 
month  of  February,  a  French  privateer  belonging  to 
Granville,  called  the  marquis  de  Marigny,  having  on 
board  near  two  hundred  men,  and  mounted  with  twen 
ty  cannon,  was  taken  by  captaia  Parker,  commander 
of  his  majefty's  fhip  the  Montague;  who  likewife 
made  prize  of  a  fmaller  armed  veflel,  from  Dunkirk,  of 
eight  cannon  and  fixty  men.  About  the  fame  period, 
captain  Graves,  of  the  Unicorn,  brought  in  the  Moras 
privateer,  of  St.  Maloes,  carrying  two  hundred  men, 
and  two-and-twenty  cannon.  Two  large  merchant 
fnips,  loaded  on  the  French  king's  account  for  Marti 
nique,  with  provifion,  clothing,  and  arms,  for  the 
troops  on  that  iiland,  were  taken  by  captain  Lendriclc, 
commander  of  the  Brilliant ;  and  an  Engliih  tranfport 
from  St.  John's,  having  four  hundred  French  prifon- 
ers  on  board,  periftied  near  the  Weftern  lilands. 
Within  the  circle  of  the  fame  month,  a  large  French 
fhip  from  St.  Domingo,  richly  laden,  fell  in  with  the 
Favourite  fhip  of  war,  and  was  carried  into  Gibral 
tar. 

In  the  month  of  February,  captain  Hood,  of  his  Engage- 
majeizy's  frigate  the  Veftal,  belonging  to  a  fmall  fqua-  ^^°^, 
dron  commanded  by  admiral  Holmes,  who  had  failed  f^, 
for  the  Weft  indies  in  January,  being  advanced  a  con- 
fiderable  way  a-head  of  the  fleet,  defcried  and  gave 
chace  to  a  fail,  which  proved  to  be  a  French  frigate, 
called  the  Bellona,  of  tv/o hundred  and  twenty  men,  and 
two-and-thirty  great  guns,  commanded  by  the  count 
de  Beauhonoire.  Captain  Hood,  having  made  a  fig- 
nal  to  the  admiral,  continued  the  chace  until  he  ad 
vanced  within  half  muiket-fhot  of  the  enemy,  and  then 
poured  in  a  broadiide,  which  was  immediately  return 
ed.  The  engagement,  thus  begun,  was  maintained 
with  great  vigour  on  both  fides,  for  the  fpace  of  four 
hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  Bcllona  ilruck, 
after  having  loft  all  her  mafts  and  rigging,  together 
with  about  forty  men  killed  in  the  action.  Nor  was  •, 
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"  O  O  K  the   victor  in   a  much  better  condition.     Thirty  men 
,  were  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Veftal.     Imme- 

^Y"*^  diately  after  the  enemy  fubmitted,  all  her  rigging  being 
I?59<  deftroyed  by  the  fhot,  the  topmafts  fell  overboard  j  and 
fhe  wagotherwife  fo  damaged,  that  {he  could  not  proceed 
on  her  voyage.  Captain  Hood,  therefore,  returned 
with  his  prize  to  Spithead;  and  afterwards  met  with  a 
gracious  reception  from  his  majefty,  on  account  of  the 
valour  and  conduct  he  had  difplayed  on  this  occafion. 
The  Bellona  had  failed  in  January  from  the  ifland  of 
Martinique,  along  with  the  Floriffant,  and  another 
French  frigate,  from  which  fhe  had  been  fcparated  in 
the  pafiage.  Immediately  after  this  exploit,  captain 
Elliot,  of  the  ^olus  frigate,  accompanied  by  the  Ifis, 
made  prize  of  a  French  fhip,  thr  Mignonne,  of  twenty 
guns,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  one  of  our  fri 
gates  employed  as  convoy  to  a  large  fleet  of  merchant- 
ihips,  ne<cr  th,.  ifland  of  Rhee. 

In  the  month  of  March,  the  Englifh  frigates,  the 
Southampton  and  Melampe,  commanded  by  die  cap 
tains  Gilchrift  and  Hotham,  being  at  fea  to  the  north 
ward  on  a  cruize,  fell  in  with  .the  Danae,  a  French 
fhip  of  forty  cannon,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty  men 
which  was  engaged  by  captain  Hotham  in  a  fhip  of 
half  the  force,  who  maintained  the  battle  a  confiderable 
time  with  admirable  gallantry,  before  his  confort  could 
come  to  his  afftftance.  As  they  fought  in  the  dark, 
captain  Gilchrift  was  obliged  to  lie  by  fome  time,  be- 
raufe  he  could  not  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other ; 
but  no  fooner  did  the  day  appear  than  he  bore  down  up 
on  the  Danae  with  his  ufual  impetuofity,  and  foon 
compelled  her  to  furrender.  She  did  not  ftrike,  how 
ever,  until  thirty  or  forty  of  her  men  were  flain,  and 
the  gallant  captain  Gilchrift  received  a  grape-fhot  in 
his  fhoulder,  which,  though  it  did  not  deprive  him  of 
life  yet  rendered  him  incapable  of  future  fervice;  a 
misfortune  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  it  happened  to 
a  brave  officer  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  and  in  the  midft 
of  a  fanguinary  war,  which  might  have  afforded  him 
many  other  opportunities  of  fignalizing  his  courage  for 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  his  country.  Another  re 
markable  exploit  was  atchieved  about  the  fame  junc 
ture  by  captain  Barrington,  commander  of  the  fhip 
Achilles,  mounted  with  fixty  cannon,  who,  to  the 
weftward  of  Cape  Finifterre,  encountered  a  French  (hip 
nf  equal  force,  called  the  count  de  St.  Florentin,  bound 
from  Cape  Francois  on  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  to  Ro- 
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chefort,  under  the  command  of  Sieur  de  Montay,  who  CHAP. 
w,  s  obliged  to  ftrike,  after  a  clofe  and    obftinate  en-  , 
gagement,  in   which  he  himfelfwas  mortally  wounded,  ***y~*J 
a  great  number  of  his  men  {bin,  and  his  (hip  fo  damag 
ed  that  {he  was  with  difficulty  brought  into  Falmouth. 
Captain  Barrington  obtained  the  victory  at  the  expence 
of  about  five-and-twenty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
all   his  rigging,  which   the  enemy's  (hot  rendered  ufe- 
lefs.     Two   Quail  privateers    from   Dunkirk  were  alfo 
taken,  one  called  the  marquis  de  Bareil,  by  the  Brilli 
ant,  which  carried  her  into  Kinfale  in   Ireland;  the  o- 
ther  called  the   Carilloneur  which  ft  ruck  to   the  Grace  ; 

cutter,  affifted  by  the  boats  of  the  {hip  Rochefter, 
commanded  by  captain  Duff,  who  fent  her  into  the 
Downs. 

About  the  latter  end  of  March,  captain  Samuel  Falk- 
ner,  in  the  fhip  Windfor,  of  fixty  guns,  cruizing  to 
the  wefhvard,  difcovered  four  large  fhips  to  leeward, 
which,  when  he  approached  them,  formed  the  line  of 
battle  a-head,  in  order  to  give  him  a  warm  reception. 
He  accordingly  clofed  with  the  ftemmoft  (hip,  which  -j 

fuftained  his  fire  about  an  hour ;  then  the  other  three 
bearing  away  with  all  the  fail  they  could  carry,  fhe 
ftruck  her  colours,  and  was  conducted  to  Lifbon.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Due  de  Chartre?,  pierced  for  fixty 
cannon,  though  at  that  time  carrying  no  more  than 
four-and-twenty,  with  a  complement  of  three  hundred 
men,  about  thirty  of  whom  were  killed  in  the  action. 
She  belonged,  with  the  other  three  that  efcaped,  to  the 
French  Eaft-India  company,  was  loaded  with  gunpow- 
'der  and  naval  ftores,  and  bound  for  Pondicherry. 
Two  privateers,  called  La  Chafleur  and  Le  Conque- 
rant,  the  one  from  Dunkirk,  and  the  other  from  Cher 
bourg,  were  taken  and  carried  into  Plymouth  by  cap 
tain  Hughs,  of  his  majefty's  frigate  the  Tamer.  A 
third,  called  the  Defpatch  from  Morlaix,  was  brought 
into  Penzance  by  the  Diligence  (loop  under  the  com 
mand  of  captain  Eaftwood.  A  fourth  called  the  Bafque, 
from  Bayonne,  furnifhed  with  two-and-twenty  guns, 
and  above  two  hundred  men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  cap 
tain  Parker  of  the  Brilliant,  who  conveyed  her  into 
Plymouth.  Captain  Antrobus  x>f  the  Surprife,  took 
the  Vieux,  a  privateer  of  Bourdcaux;  and  a  fifth,  from 
Dunkirk,  ftruck  to  captain  Knight  of  the  Liverpool, 
off  Yarmouth.  In  the  month  of  May,  a  French  fri 
gate  calL-d  the  Arcthufa,  mounted  with  two-and-thirty 
cannon,  manned  with  a  large  complement  of  hand?, 
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BOOK  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de  Vaudrieul,  fub- 

.         l-      mitted  to   two   Britifh   frigates,    the   Venus    and    the 

^'y^^  Thames,    commanded  by  the  captains    Harrifon   and 

1759'      Colby,  after   a  warm  engagement,  in  which  fitxy  men 

were  killed  and   wounded    on  the   fide    of  the  enemy. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  an  armed  fhip  belonging  to 

Dunkirk,  was  brought  into  the  Downs  by  captain  An- 

o;el  of  the    Stag;  and  a   privateer  of  force,  called  the 

Countcfs  de  la  Serre,  was  fubdued  and  taken,  after  an 

obftinate  action,  by  captain   Moore,  of   his   majefty's 

ihip  the  Adventure. 

Several  armed  fhips  of  the  enemy,  and  rich  prizes, 
were  taken  in  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly  two  French 
frigates,  and  two  Dutch  fhips  with  French  commodi 
ties,  all  richly  laden,  by  fomeofthe  (hips  of  the  fqua- 
dron  which  vice-admiral  Cotes  commanded  on  the  Ja 
maica  ftation.  A  fifth,  called  the  Velour,  from  St. 
Domingo,  wich  a  valuable  cargo  on  board,  being  forti 
fied  with  twenty  cannon,  and  above  one  hundred  men, 
fell  in  with  the  Favourite  {loop  of  war,  under  the  com 
mand  of  captain  Edwards,  who  after  an  obftinate  dif- 
pute,  carried  her  in  triumph  to  Gibraltar.  At  St. 
Chriftopher's,  in  the  Weft- Indies,  captain  Colling- 
wood,  commander  of  the  king's  fhip  the  Crefcent,  at 
tacked  two  French  frigates,  the  Amethyfte  and  Berke 
ley  ;  the  former  of  which  efcaped,  after  a  warm  engage 
ment,  in  which  the  Crefcent's  rigging  was  fo  much  da 
maged,  that  fhe  could  not  purfue;  but  the  other  was 
taken,  and  conveyed  into  the  harbour  of  Baffeterre. 
Notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and  courage  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  cruizers  in  thofe  feas,  the  French  privateers 
fvvarmed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  they  took  above  two  hundred  fail  of  Britifh  fhips 
valued  at  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  This 
thdr  fucods  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  by  this  time 
the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  Eng- 
Jifh,  and  commodore  Moore  commanded  a  numerous 
fquadron  in  thofe  very  latitudes. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  Hercules  fhip  of 
war,  mounted  with  feventy-four  guns,  under  the  com 
mand  of  captain  Porter,  cruizing  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel,  dcfcried  to  windward  a  large  fhip,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Floriflant,  of  the  fame  fores  with  the 
Hercules.  Her  commander,  perceiving  the  Englifli 
ihip  giving  cliace,  did  not  fcem  to  decline  the  action; 
but  bore  down  upon  her  in  a  flanting  direction,  and 
the  engagement  began  with  great  fury.  In  a  little 
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time,  the   Hercules  having  loft  her   top-maft,  and  ail  CHAP, 
her  rigging  being  (hot  away,  the  enemy   took  advan-  , 
tatrc  of  this  difafter,  made  the  beft  of  his  way,  and  was 
purfued  till  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  when  he  efcap-      *75^ 
ed  behind   the    ifle    of  Oleron.     Captain    Porter   was 
wounded  in  the  head  with  a  grape-lhot,  and  loft  the  ufe 
of  one  leg  in  the  engagement. 

Having  taken  notice  of  all  the  remarkable  captures 
and  exploits  that  were  made  and  atchieved  by  Tingle 
fhips  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  year,  we 
fhall  now  proceed  to  defcribs  the  actions  that  were 
performed  in  this  period  by  the  different  fquadrons  that 
conftituted  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain.  Intelli 
gence  having  been  received  that  the  enemy  meditated 
an  invafion  upon  fome  of  the  Britifh  territories,  and 
that  a  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats  were  prepared  at 
Havre-de-Grace,  for  the  purpofe  of  di (embarking 
troops,  rear-admiral  Rodney  was,  in  the  beginning  of  Havre-ds- 
July,  detached  with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  foips  and  Grace  bom- 
bombs  to  annoy  and  overawe  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  ^miral y 
France.  He  accordingly  anchored  in  the  road  of  Ha-  Rodney, 
vre,  and  made  a  difpofition  to  execute  the  inftruclions 
he  had  received.  The  bomb  veffels  being  placed  in  the 
narrow  channel  of  the  river  leading  to  Honfleur,  be 
gan  to  throw  their  fhells,  and  continued  the  bombard 
ment  for  two-and-fifty  hours,  without  intermiffion, 
during  which  a  numerous  body  of  French  troops  was 
employed  in  throwing  up  entrenchments,  creeling  new 
batteries,  and  firing  both  with  (hot  and  fhells  upon  the 
afFailants.  The  town  was  fet  on  fire  in  feveral  places, 
and  burned  with  great  fury  ;  fome  of  the  boats  were 
overturned,  and  a  few  of  them  reduced  to  afhcs,  while 
the  inhabitants  forfook  the  place  in  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation  :  Nevertheless,  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy 
was  too  inconfiderable  to  make  amends  for  th?  expencc 
of  the  armament,  and  the  lofs  of  nineteen  hundred 
fhells  and  eleven  hundred  carcafTes,  which  were  ex 
pended  in  this  expedition.  Bombardments  of  this  kind 
arc  at  beft  but  expenfive  and  unprofitable  operation.- , 
and  may  be  deemed  a  barbarous  method  of  profecuting 
war,  inafinuch  as  the  damage  falls  upon  the  wretched 
inhabitants,  who  have  given  no  caufe  of  offence,  and 
who  are  generally  fpared  by  an  humane  enemy,  unlefs 
they  have  committed  force  particular  acl  of  provoca 
tion. 

The  honour  of  the  Britlih  flag  was  much  more  ef 
fectually  afierted  by  the  gallant  admiral  Bofcawcn,  who 
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E  O  C  K  as  We   have  already  obferved,  was  entru!^'  with   the 
.  conduct  of  a  fquadron  in  the   Mediterranean.     It  muft 

^"Y^  be  owned,  however,  that    his  firft  attempt  favoured  of 
M.'deb      temerity.     Having  in   vain  difplay^d  the  Bntifh  flag  in 
Clue  de-      fight  of  Toulon,  by  way  of d  fiance  to  the  French  fleet 
feat  dby     that  lay  there  at  anchor,  he  ordered  three  fhips    of  the 
BofcawL    linc'  commanded  by  th»  captains  Smith,  Karland,  and 
Barker,  to  advance  and  burn  two  fhips  that  I.iy  clofe  to 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour.    They  accordingly  app  unch- 
cd  with   great  intrepidity,  and  rr.t  with  a    warn:    re 
ception  from  divers  batteries  which   they  had  not  be 
fore  perceived.     Two  fmall  forts  they  attempted  tode- 
ftroy,  and    Cannonaded  f  >r  fome  time  with  ^reat  fury; 
but   being   over-matched   by   fuperior    force,  and    the 
wind  fubliding  into  a  calm,  they  fuftained  confiderahle 
damage,  and  were  towed  off  with  great  difficulty,  in  a 
very  fhatter.d  condition.     The  adiriral  feeing  three  of 
his  beft  (hips  fo  roughly  handled  in  thisenterprize,  re 
turned   to  Gibraltar  in    order   to   reft;  and  M.  de  la 
Clue,  the  French  commander  of  the  fquadron  at  Tou 
lon,  feized  this  opportunity  of  failing,  in  hopes  of  paf- 
fing  the  Straits-mouth   unobferved,  his  fleet  confuting 
of    twelve  large  {hips,  and    three  frigates.     Admiral 
Bofcawen,  who  commanded    fourteen  fail  of  the  line, 
with  two  frigates,  and  as  many  fire-fhips,  having  refit 
ted  his    fquadron,  detached   one  frigate  to   cruize  off 
Malaga,  and   another  to  hover  between  Eftepona  and 
Ceuta-point,  with  a  view  to  keep  a  good  look-out,  and 
give  timely  notice  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhou Id  approach. 
On  the  iyth    day  of  Au^uft,  at  eight  in  the  evening, 
the  Gibraltar  frigate  made  a    fignal  that  fourteen  fail 
appeared  on  the  Barbary  fhore,  to  the  eaftward  of  Ceu- 
ta;  upon  which  the  Englifh  admiral  immediately  heav 
ed  up  his  anchors  and  went  to  fea:   At  day-light  he  def- 
cried  feven  large  (hips  lying  to;  but  when  the  Englifh 
fquadron  forebore  to  anfwer  their  fignal,  they  difcover- 
ed  their   miftake,  fet  all  their  fails,  and  made  the  beft 
of  their  way.     This  was  the  greater  part  of  the  French 
fquadron,  commandfdbyM.de  la   Clue,  from   whom 
five  of  his    large  fhips  and   three  frigates  had  fcparatecl 
in   the. night.     Even    now,  perhaps,    he   might   have 
efcaped,  had  he    not  been  obliged  to  wait  for  the  Suu- 
vcraine,  which  was  a  heavy  failer.     At  noon  the  wind, 
\vhich  had  blown  a  frefh  g: -.le,  died  away,  and  although 
admiral    Bofcawen   had   made  fignal  to  chice,  and  en 
gage  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head,  it  was  ru-t  till   half  an 
hour  after  two  that  fome  of  his  head-mod  fhips  could 
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dofe  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy;  which,  though  great-  CHAP. 
]y  out-numbered,  fought  with  uncommon  bravery.  ,  X' 
The  Englifh  admiral,  without  waiting  to  return  the  V-**Vr>^ 
fire  of  the  fternmoft,  which  he  received  as  he  patted,  I;59> 
ufed  all  his  endeavours  to  come  up  with  the  Ocean, 
which  M.  de  la  Clue  commanded  in  perfon ;  and  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  running  athwart  her 
hawfe,  poured  into  her  a  furious  broadfide:  Thus  the 
engagement  began  with  equal  vigour  on  both  fides. 
This  difpute,  however,  was  of  fhort  duration.  In  a- 
bout  half  an  hour  admiral  Bofcawen's  mizen-m?.ft  and 
topfail-yards  were  fiiot  away ;  and  the  enemy  hoifted 
all  the  fail  they  could  carry.  Mr.  Bofcawen  having 
fhifted  his  flag  from  theNamur  to  the  Newark,  joined 
fome  other  fhips  in  attacking  the  Centaur,  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  which,  being  thus  overpowered,  was  oblig 
ed  to  furrender.  The  Britifh  admiral  purfued  them  all 
niuht,  during  which  the  Souveraine,  and  the  Guerrier, 
altered  their  courfe,  and  deferted  their  commander* 
At  day-break,  M.  de  la  Clue,  whofe  left  leg  had  been 
broke  in  the  engagement,  perceiving  the  Englifh  fqua- 
dron  crowding  all  their  fails  to  come  up  with  him,  and 
finding  himfelf  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  determined  to 
burn  his  ihips,  rather  than  they  fliould  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  victors.  The  Ocean  was  run  afliore  two 
leagues  from  Lagos  near  the  fort  of  Almadana,  the  com 
mander  of  which  fired  three  fhot  at  the  Englifh,  another 
captain  of  the  French  fquadron  followed  the  example  of 
his  commander,  and  both  endeavoured  to  difembark 
their  men;  but  the  fea  being  rough,  this  proved  a  very 
tedious  and  difficult  attempt.  The  captains  of  the  Te- 
meraire  and  Modefte,  inftead  of  deftroying  their  fhips, 
anchored  as  near  as  they  could  to  the  forts  Xavier  and 
Lagres,  in  hopes  of  enjoying  their  protection;  but  in 
this  hope  they  were  difappointed.  M.  de  la  Clue  had 
been  landed,  and  the  command  of  the  Ocean  was  left  to 
the  count  de  Carne,  who,  having  received  one  broad- 
fide  from  the  America  ftruckhis  colours,  and  the  Eng 
lifh  took  pofleffion  of  this  noble  prize,  the  beft  fliip  in 
the  French  navy,  mounted  with  eighty  cannon.  Cap 
tain  Bentley,  of  the  Warfpight,  who  had  remarkably 
fignalized  himfelf  by  his  courage  during  the  action  of 
the  preceding  d?y  attacked  the  Temeraire  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  and  brought  her  off  with  little  damage, 
vice  admiral  BnxLrick,  the  fecond  in  command,  ad 
vancing  with  his  divifion,  burned  the  Redoubtable  of 
feventy-four  guns,  which  was  bulged,  and  abandoned 
Voi.  III.  3  K 
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B  O  O  K  by  her  men   and  officers  ;  but  they  made   prize  of  the 
*  Modcfte,  carrying  fixty-four  guns,  which  had  notheen 

^~y~*  much  injurcd'in^the  engagement.  This  victory  was 
I759'  obtained  by  the  Englifh  admiral  at  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pence  of  men}  the  whole  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  not  exceeding  two  hnudred  and  fifty  on  board 
of  the  Britiih  fquadron,  though  the  carnage  among  the 
enemy  mull  bave  been  much  more  conficlerable,  M.  de 
la  Clue,  in  his  letter  to  the  French  ambaffador  at  Lif- 
bon,  owned,  that  onboard  of  his  own  ftiip,  the  Ocean, 
one  hundred  men  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  feventy 
dangerouf.y  v/ounded;  but  the  moft  fevere  circumftance 
of  this  difafter,  was  the  lofs  of  four  capital  fhips,  two 
of  which  were  deftroyed,  and  the  other  two  brought  in 
triumph  to  England,  to  be  numbered  among  the  beft 
bottoms  of  the  Britifh  navy.  What  augmented  the 
good  fortune  of  the  victors,  was,  that  not  one  officer  loft 
his  life  in  the  engagement.  Captain  Bentley,  whom 
the  admiral  difpatched  to  England  with  the  tidings  of 
his  fuccefs,  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from  the 
king,  who  knighted  him  for  his  gallantry. 

As  we  propofe  to  throw  together  all  the  naval  tranf- 
aftions  of  the  year,  efpccially  thofe  that  happened  in 
the  European  leas,  that  they  may  be  comprehended  as 
it  were  in  one  view,  we  muft  now,  without  regarding 
the  order  of  time,  poftpcne  many  previous  events  of 
importance,  and  record  the  laft  action  by  fea  that  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year  diftinguifhed  the  flag  of  Great 
Britain.  The  court  of  Verfailles,  in  order  to  embar- 
rafs  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  divert  their  attention 
from  all  external  expeditions,  had  in  the  winter  pro 
jected  a  plan  for  invading  fome  part  of  the  Britifh  do 
minions  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  had  actual- 
Jy  begun  to  make  preparations  on  different  parts  of 
their  coaft  for  carrying  this  defign  into  execution. 
Even  as  far  back  as  the  latter  end  of  May,  melTages 
from  the  king  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  were  deli 
vered  by  the  earl  of  HoldernefTe  and  Mr.  Pitt,  the  two 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  fignifying  that  his  majefty  had  re 
ceived  advices  of  preparations  making  by  the  French 
court,  with  a  deiign  to  invade  Great  Britain:  That 
though  perfuaded,  by  the  univerfal  zeal  and  affection 
cf  his  people,  any  fuch  attempt  muft,  under  the  blef- 
iing  of  God,  end  in  the  deftr  action  of  thofe  who  en 
gaged  in  it ;  yet  he  apprehended  he  fhould  not  act 
confiftent  with  that  paternal  care  and  concern  which 
hs  had  always  ftiQWH  for  the  fafefy  apd  prefervation  of 
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his  fubjects,  if  he  omitted  any  means  in  his  power  CHAP. 
which  might  be  neceiTary  for  their  defence  ;  he,  there-  , 
fore,  acquainted  the  parliament  with  his  having  re-  ""V*1 
ceived  repeated  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  prepara 
tions,  to  the  end  that  his  majefty  might,  if  he  ftiould 
think  proper,  in  purfuance  of  the  late  act  of  parlia 
ment,  caufe  the  rnilitia,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  fhould 
be  neceffary,  to  be  drawn  out  and  embodied,  in  order 
to  march  as  occafion  fhould  require.  Thefe  meffages 
v/ere  no  fooner  read,  than  each  houfe  feparately  re- 
folved  to  prefent  an  addrefs,  thanking  his  majefty  for 
having  communicated  this  intelligence  ;  alluring  him 
that  they  would,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  fupport 
him  againft  all  attempts  whatever  :  That,  warmed 
with  affection  and  zeal  for  his  perfon  and  government, 
and  animated  by  indignation  at  the  daring  defigns  of 
an  enemy  whofe  fleet  had  hitherto  fhunned  the  terror  of 
the  Britifh  navy,  they  would  chearfully  exert  their  ut- 
moft  efforts  to  repel  all  infults,  and  effectually  enable 
their  fovereign,  not  only  to  difappoint  the  attempts  of 
France,  but,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  turn  them  to  their 
own  confufion.  The  commons  at  the  fame  time  re- 
folved  upon  another  addrefs,  defiring  his  majefty  v/ould 
give  directions  to  his  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  coun 
ties,  ridings,  and  places  within  South  Britain,  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  diligence  and  attention  in  executing  the 
feveral  acts  of  parliament  made  for  the  better  ordering 
the  militia. 

Thefe  and  other  precautionary  fteps  were  according 
ly  taken  ;  but  the  administration  wifely  placed  their 
chief  dependence  upon  the  ftrength  of  the  navy,  part 
of  which  was  fo  divided  and  ftationed,  as  to  block  up 
all  the  harbours  of  France  in  which  the  enemy  were 
known  to  make  any  naval  armament  of  coniequence. 
We  have  feen  in  what  manner  rear-admiral  Rodney 
vifited  the  town  and  harbour  of  Havre-de-Grace,  and 
fcoured  that  part  of  the  coaft  in  fuccefiive  cruizes. 
We  have  alfo  recorded  the  expedition  and  victory  of 
admiral  Bofcawen  over  the  fquadron  of  La  Clue,  which 
was  equipped  at  Toulon,  with  a  defign  to  affift  in  the 
projected  invafion.  Notwithftanding  this  difafter,  the 
French  miniftry  perfifted  in  their  defign  ;  towards  the 
execution  of  which  they  had  prepared  another  confi 
derable  fleet,  in  the  harbours  of  Rochcfort,  Breft,  and 
Port-Louis,  to  be  commanded  by'M.  de  Conflans,  and 
reinforced  by  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  which  were 
actually  afTembled  under  the  due  d'Aguillon,  at  Vaa- 
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BOOK  ne?^  in  Lower   Bretagne.      Flat-bottomed   boats  and 
tranfp°rts>  to  be  u^  'n  this  expedition,  were  prepared 


Jn  different  ports    on   the  coaft    of  France  ;     and 
I759'     fmall  fquadion  was   equipped  at  Dunkirk,   under   the 
r  command  of  an  enternrifing-  adventurer,   called    Thu- 

Atcount  of  11-1  /•       r    i  If  r 

Thurot.  rot->  who  hadj  m  tne  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  fig- 
nalized  his  courage  and  condudt  in  a  large  privateer, 
called  the  Belleifle,  which  had  fcoured  the  North  Seas, 
taken  a  number  of  fhip?,  and  at  one  time  maintained 
an  obftinate  battle  agair.ft  two  Englifli  frigates,  which 
were  obliged  to  defift,  after  having  received  conftderable 
damage.  This  man's  name  became  a  terror  to  the 
merchants  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  his  valour  was  not 
more  remarkable  in  battle  than  his  conduct  in  eluding 
the  purfuitofthe  Britifti  cruizers,  who  were  fuccef- 
fively  detached  in  queft  of  him,  through  every  part 
of  the  German  Ocean  and  North  Sea,  as  far  as  the 
ifland  of  Orkneys,  It  muft  be  likewife  owned,  for  the 
honour  of  human  nature,  that  this  bold  mariner,  though 
cieftitute  of  the  advantages  of  birth  and  education,  was 
remarkably  diftinguiflied  by  his  generofity  and  com- 
paffion  to  thofe  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  his 
power  ;  and  that  his  deportment,  in  every  refpedfc,  en 
titled  him  to  a  much  more  honourable  rank  in  the 
lervice  of  his  country.  The  court  of  Verfailles  were 
not  infeniible  to  his  merit.  He  obtained  a  commifllon 
from  the  French  king,  and  was  vefted  with  the  com- 
mandof  the  fmall  armament  now  fitting  out  in  the 
harbour  of  Dunkirk.  The  Britifli  government  beino- 
apprifed  of  all  thefe  particulars,  took  fuch  meafures  to 
defeat  the  purpofed  invafion  as  muft  have  conveyed  a 
very  high  idea  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  thofe 
who  confidered  that,  exclufive  of  the  force  oppofed 
to  this  defign,  they  at  the  fame  time  carried  on  the  moft 
vigorous  and  important  operations  of  war  in  Germany, 
America,  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Thurot's  arma 
ment  at  Dunkirk  was  watched  by  an  Englilh  fqua- 
dron  in  the  Downs,  commanded  by  commodore  Boys  ; 
the  port  of  Havre  was  guarded  by  rear-admiral  Rod 
ney  ;  Mr.  Bofcawen  had  been  ftationed  off  Toulon, 
and  the  coaft  of  Vannes  was  fcoured  by  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron  detached  from  fir  Edward  Hawke,  who  had,  dur 
ing  the  fummer  blocked  up  the  harbour  ofBreil,  where 
Conflans  lay  with  his  fleet,  in  order  to  be  joined  by 
the  other  divifions  of  the  armament.  Thefe  different 
Iquadronsof  the  Britifn  navy  were  connected  by  a  chain 
ot  feparate  cruizers  i  fo  that  the  whole  coaft  of  France, 
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from  Dunkirk  to  the   extremity  of  Bretagne,  was  dif-  C  H^A  P. 
trefied  by  an  aflual  blockade.  ' 

The  French  miniftry  being  thus  hampered,  forbore 
their  attempt  upon  Britain  ;  and  the  projected  invafion  intendej 
feemed  to  hang  in  fufpence  till  the  month  of  Auguft,  invafion  of 
in  the  beginning  of  which  their  army  in  Germany  was  Bmam- 
defeated  at  Minden.  Their  defigns  in  that  country 
being  baffled  by  this  difafter,  they  feemed  to  convert 
their  chief  attention  to  their  fea-armament ;  the  pre 
parations  were  refumed  with  redoubled  vigour  ;  and 
even  after  the  defeat  of  La  Clue,  they  refolved  to  try 
their  fortune  in  a  defcent.  They  now  propofed  to 
difembark  a  body  of  troops  in  Ireland.  Thurot  re 
ceived  orders  to  fail  from  Dunkirk  with  the  firft  op 
portunity,  and  (hape  his  courfe  round  the  northern  parts 
of  Scotland,  that  he  might  alarm  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
and  make  a  diverfion  from  that  part  where  Conflans 
intended  to  effe&uate  the  difembarkation  of  his  forces. 
The  tranfports  and  fhips  of  war  were  aflembled  at 
Breft  and  Rochefort,  having  on  board  a  train  of  artil 
lery,  with  faddles,  and  other  accoutrements  for  cavalry, 
to  be  mounted  in  Ireland  ;  and  a  body  of  French  troops, 
including  part  of  the  Irifti  brigade,  was  kept  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  embark.  The  execution  of  this  fcheme  was, 
however,  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  who  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft  with 
a  fleet  of  twenty-three  capital  {hips  ;  while  another 
fquadron  of  fmaller  {hips  and  frigates,  under  the  com 
mand  of  captain  Duff,  continued  to  cruize  along  the 
French  coaft,  from  port  L'Orient,  in  Bretagne,  to  the 
point  of  St.  Gilles  in  Poitou.  At  length,  however,  in 
the  beginning  of  November,  the  Britifh  fquadron,  com 
manded  by  fir  Edward  Hawke,  fir  Charles  Hardy,  and 
rear-admiral  Geary,  were  driven  from  the  coaft  of 
France  by  ftrefs  of  weather  and  on  the  Qth  day  of  the 
month  anchored  in  Torbay,  The  French  admiral, 
Conflans,  fnatched  this  opportunity  of  failing  from 
Breft,  with  one-and-twenty  fail  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  deftroy  the  Englifh, 
fquadron  commanded  by  captain  Duff,  before  the 
larger  fleet  could  return  from  the  coaft  of  England. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  French  fleet  had  failed  from  Breft,  immediately 
ftood  to  fea  in  order  to  purfue  them  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  government  iffued  orders  for  guarding  all 
thofe  parts  of  the  coaft  that  were  thought  the  mod 
cxpofed  to  a  defcent.  The  land  forces  were  put  in 
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BOOK  motion,  and  quartered  along  the  fhore  of  Kent  and  Suf_ 
fex  :  All  the  ftiipsofwar  in  the  different  harbours, 
even  thofe  that  had  juft  arrived  froii  America,  were 
ordered  to  put  to  fea,  and  every  ftep  was  taken  to  dif_ 
concert  the  defigns  of  the  enemy. 

While  thefe  meafures  were  taken  with  equal  vigour 
an>i  deliberation,  fir  Edward  Hawke  fleered  his  courfe 
direclly  for  Quiberon,  on  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  which 
he  fuppofed  would  be  the  rendezvous  of  the  French 
fquadron  :  But,  notwithftanding  his  utmoft  efforts,  he 
was  driven  by  a  hard  gale  confiderably  to  the  weftward, 
where  he  was  joined  by  two  frigates,  the  Maidftone 
and  Coventry.  Thefe  he  directed  to  keep  a-head  of 
the  fquadron.  The  weather  growing  more  moderate, 
the  former  made  a  fignal  for  feeing  a  fleet,  on  the  2Oth 
day  of  November,  at  half  an  hour  paft  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  difcovered 
Conflans  them  to  be  the  enemy's  fquadron.  They  were  at  that 
defeated  by  time  in  chace  of  captain  Duff's  fquadron,  which  now 
Hawke  joined  the  large  fleet,  after  having  run  fome  rifque  of 
being  taken.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who,  when  the 
Maidftone  gave  the  firft  notice,  had  formed  the  line 
a-breaft,  now  perceiving  that  the  French  admiral  en 
deavoured  to  efcape  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry, 
threw  out  a  fignal  for  feven  of  his  fhips  that  were 
neareft  to  the  enemy  to  chace,  and  endeavour  to  detain 
them,  until  they  could  be  reinforced  by  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron,  which  were  ordered  to  form  into  a  line  of 
battle  a-hcad,  as  they  chaced,  that  no  time  might  be 
loft  in  the  purfuit.  Confidering  the  roughnefs  of  the 
weather,  which  was  extremely  tempeftuous;  the  na 
ture  of  the  coaft,  which  is  in  this  place  rendered  very 
hazardous  by  a  great  number  of  fand-banks,  fhoals, 
rocks,  and  ifiands,  as  entirely  unknown  to  the  Britifh 
Bailors  as  they  were  familiar  to  the  French  navigators  ; 
the  dangers  of  a  fhort  day,  dark  night,  and  lee-fhore  ; 
it  required  extraordinary  refolution  in  the  Englifh 
ncmiral  to  attempt  hoftilities  on  this  occafion  :  But 
fir  Edward  Hawke,  fteeled  with  the  integrity  and  for 
titude  of  his  own  heart,  animated  by  a  warm  love  for 
his  country,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  importance 
of  the  ftake  on  which  the  fafety  of  that  country  in  a 
great  meafure  depended,  was  reiblved  to  run  extraor 
dinary  rifks  in  his  endeavours  to  fruftrate  at  once  a 
boafted  fcheme  projected  for  the  annoyance  of  his  feU 
low-fubje&s.  With  refpect  to  his  fhips  of  the  line, 
he  had  but  the  advantage  of  one  in  point  of  number, 
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and  no  fuperiority  in  men  or  metal ;  confequently,  M.  C  H  A  P- 
de  Conflans  might  have  hazarded  a  fair  battle  on  the  ,^' 
open  fea,  without  any  imputation  of  temerity  ;  but  ^"Y**11' 
he  thought  proper  to  play  a  more  artful  game,  though  1759' 
it  did  not  fucceed  according  to  his  expectation.  He 
kept  his  fleet  in  a  body,  and  retired  clofe  in  fhore,  with 
a  view  to  draw  the  Englifh  fquadron  among  the  fhoals 
and  iflands,  on  which  he  hoped  they  would  pay  dear 
for  their  ralhnefs  and  impetuofity,  while  he  and  his 
officers,  who  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  na 
vigation,  could  either  ftay  and  take  advantage  of  the 
diiafter,  or,  if  hard  prefied,  retire  through  channels  un 
known  to  the  Bfituh  pilots.  At  half  an  hour  after 
two,  the  van  of  the  Englifh.  fleet  began  the  engagement 
with  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Belleifle.  Every  {hip  as  fhe  advanced  poured  in  a 
broadfide  on  the  fternrnoft  of  the  French,  and  bore 
down  upon  their  van,  leaving  the  rear  to  thofe  that 
came  after.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  in  the  Royal  George, 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  referved  his  fire  in  pal 
ling  through  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  his 
mafter  to  bring  him  alongfide  of  the  French  admiral, 
who  commanded  in  pcrfon  on  board  the  Soleil  Royal, 
a  (hip  mounted  with  eighty  cannon,  and  provided  with 
a  complement  of  twelve  hundred  men.  When  the 
pilot  remonftrated,  that  he  could  not  obey  his  com 
mand,  without  the  moft  imminent  rifk  of  running  upon 
a  fhoal,  the  brave  veteran  replied,  "  You  have  done 
"  your  duty  in  fhowing  the  danger  ;  now  you  are  to 
"  comply  with  my  order,  and  lay  me  alongfide  the 
"  Soleil  Royal."  His  wifh  was  gratified  :  The  Royal 
George  ranged  up  with  the  French  admiral.  The 
Thefee,  another  large  {hip  of  the  enemy,  running  up 
between  the  two  commanders,  fuflained  the  fire  that 
was  referved  for  the  Soleil  Royal  ;  but  in  returning 
the  firft  broadfide  foundered,  in  confequence  of  the 
high  fea  that  entered  her  lower  deck-ports,  and  filled 
her  with  water.  Notwithftanding  the  boifterous  wea 
ther,  a  great  number  of  {hips  on  both  fides  fought  with 
equal  fury  and  dubious  fuccefs,  till  about  four  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  Formidable  {truck  her  coulours. 
The  Superbe  {hared  the  fate  of  the  Thefee  in  going 
to  the  bottom.  The  Hero  hauled  down  her  coulours, 
in  token  of  fubmiffion,  and  dropped  anchor  ;  but  the 
wind  was  fo  high,  that  no  boat  could  be  fent  to  take 
pofleffion.  By  this  time,  day-light  began  to  fail,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  French  fleet  efcaped,  under 
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BOOK  cover  of  the  darknefs.     Night  approaching,  the  wind 
blowing  with  augmented  violence  on  a  lec-fhore,  and 

^s*v**->  the  Britifh  fquadron  being  entangled  among  unknown 
3 759-      fhoals  and  iflands,  fir  Edward  Hawlcc   made  the  fignal 
for  anchoring  to  the  weftward  of  the  fmall  ifland  Du- 
met  ;  and  here  the  fleet  remained  all   night    in  a  very 
dangerous  riding,    alarmed   by   the  fury  of  the  ftorm, 
and  the  incefiant  firing  of  guns  of  diftrefs,  without  their 
knowing  whether  it  proceeded   from  friend    or  enemy. 
The  Soleil  Royal  had,  under  favour  of  the   night,  an 
chored  alfo  in  the  midft  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  j  but, 
at  day-break,  M.  de  Conflans   ordered  her  cable  to  be 
cut,  and  fhe  drove  afhore  to  the  weftward  of  Crozie. 
The  Englifh   admiral   immediately  made  fignal  to  the 
Effex  to  ilip   cable   and    purfue  her  ;    and  in  obeying 
this  order,  fhe   ran  unfortunately  on  a  fand-bank  called 
Lefour,   where   the  Refolution,    another  Ihip  of  the 
Britifh  fquadron,  was  already    grounded.     Here  they 
were  both  irrecoverably  loft,  in  fpite  of  all    the  aflift-^ 
ance  that  could  be  given  :  But  all  their  men,  and  part 
of  their  ftores,  were  faved,  and  the    wrecks  fet  on  fire 
by  order  of  the  admiral.     He   likewife  detached  the 
Portland,  Chatham,  and  Vengeance  to  deftroy  the  So 
leil  Royal,  which  was  burned  by  her  own   people,   be 
fore  the  Englifli  fhips  could  approach;    but   they  ar 
rived  time  enough  to  reduce  the  Plero  to  afhes  on  the 
Lefour,  where  fhe  had  been    alfo   ftrar.ded  ;    and  the 
Jufte,  another  of  their  great  fhips,    perifhed  in    the 
mouth  of  the  Loire.     The  admiral,  perceiving  feven 
large   fhips   of  the   enemy   riding   at  anchor  between 
Point  Penvas  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Vilaine  made 
the  fignal  to  weigh,  in   order  to  attack   them ;  but  the 
fury  of  the  florin   increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  remain  at  anchor,  acd   even   order  the 
top-gallant-mafts  to  be  ftruck.     In  the  mean  time,  the 
French  fhips  being  lightened  of  their  cannon,  their  of 
ficers  took  advantage  of  the  flood,  and   a   more  mode 
rate  gale  under  the  land,  to  enter   the   Vilaine,   where 
they  lay  within  half  a  mile  of  the  entrance,   protected 
by  ibrne  occafional  batteries  erected  on  the  fliore,  and 
by  two  large  frigates  moored   acrofs  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.     Thus  they  were  effectually  fecured    from 
any  attempts  of  fmall  veficls  ;  and    as  for  large   fhips, 
there   was   not   water  fufEcient  to  float  them  within 
fighting  diftance  of  the  enemy.     On  the  whole,  this 
battle,  in  which  a  very  inconfiderable  number  of  lives 
w-i  loll,  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  pert* 
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lous  and  important  actions  that  ever  happened  in   any  C  K  A  P. 
war  between  the    two    nations  ;    for,   it  not  only  de- 
feated  the  projected  invafion,  which  had  hung  menacing 
fo  long   over  the    apprthenfions   of     Great  Britain ; 
but  it  gave  the  finifhing  blow  to   the  naval    power  of 
France,  which  was  totally  difabled   from    undertaking 
any  thing  of  confequence  in  the  fequel*.     By  this  time, 
indeed,  Thurot  had  efcaped  from  Dunkirk,  and  direc 
ted  his  courfe  to    the  North  Sea,   whither   he  was  fol 
lowed    by    commodore   Boys,   who  neverthelefs    was 
difappointed  in  his  purfuit;  but  the  fate  of  that  enter- 
prifing  adventurer  falls  under  the  annals  of  the  enfuing 
year,  among  the  tranfaclions  of  which    it  (hall   be   re 
corded.       As    for  fir    Edward    Hawke,   he   continued 
cruizing  oft"  the   coaft  of  Bretagne  for  a   confiderable 
time  after  the  victory  he  had  obtained,  taking  particular 
care  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  river  Vilaine,  that 
the  feven  French  (hips  might  not  efcape  and  join  M. 
Confians,    who  made  fhift   to  reach    Rochefort  with 
the   (battered    remains   of  his  fquadron.     Indeed,  this 
fervice  became  fuch  a  confiderable  object  in  the   eves 
of  the  Britilh  miniftry,  that  a  large  fleet  was  maintain 
ed  upon  this  coaft,  apparently  for   no  other   purpofe, 
during  a   whole  year,  and,  after  all,  the  enemy  eluded 
th'Mr  vigilance.   Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  undergone 
a  long  and  dangerous  confliift  with  tempeftuous    wea 
ther,  was  at  length  recalled,  and  prefented  to  his  fove- 
reign,  who  gratified  him  with  a  confiderable  penfion, 
for  the  courage  and    conduct  he  had  fo   often  and   fo 
long  difplayed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country;  and  his 
extraordinary  merit  was  afterwards  honoured  with  the 
approbation  of  the  parliament.     The  people  of  France 
were  fo  difpirited    by  the  defeat  of  their  army  at  Min- 
den,  and  the  difafter  of  their  fquadron  .at  Lagos,  that  the 
miniftry  of   Verfailles  thought    proper  to  conceal  the 
extent  of  their  laft  misfortune  under  a  palliating  detail 
publilhed  in    the  gazette  of  Paris,  as  a  letter  from  M. 
Conflans  to  the  count  de  St.  Florentin,  fecretary  of  the 
marine.     In  this  partial  mifreprefentation  their  admiral 
VOL.  III.  3   L 

*  During  this  war,  the  English  had  already  taken  and  deftroyed  twen 
ty- f-jven  French  (hips  of  the  lire,  and  thirty-one  frigates;  two  of  their 
great  fhips  and  four  frigates  periihed  ;  Cot-hut  their  whole  lofs,  in  this 
particular,  amounted  tofixty-four  ;  whereas,  the  lofs  of  Great  Eritain  did 
not  exceed  (even  fail  of  the  line,  »n<l  fiv  ;  iY.jates.  It  may  be  eui'ly  con 
ceived  how  die  French  marine,  at  firft  y '. '.i'.y  inferior  to  the  naval  power  of 
Britain,  muft  have  been  nfivfted  b)1  this  lireadful  balance  to  iti  prejudSc«. 
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BOOK.  Was  made  to  affirm,  that  the  Britifli  fleet   confiitcd  of 
'       forty  fhips  of  the  line   of  battle,   bcfides  frigates  ;  that 

^-OT^  the  "Soleil  Royal  had  obliged  the  Royal  George  to 
-^'  fheer  off  ;  that  the  feven  ihips  which  retreated  into  the 
river  Vilaine  had  received  very  little  damage,  and 
would  be  foon  repaired  ;  and  that,  by  the  junction  of 
Bompart's  fquadron,  he  (hould  be  foon  able  to  give  a 
good  account  of  the  Englifh.  admiral.  Thefe  tumid 
afTertions,  fo  void  of  truth,  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  an 
illiberal  fpirit  of  vain  glory,  fo  much  as  to  a  political 
tiefign  of  extenuating  the  national  calamity,  and  fup- 
porting  the  fpirit  of  the  people. 

The  alarm  of  the  French  invafion,  which  was  thus 
fo  happily  fruftrated,  not  only  difturbed  the  quiet  of 
Great  Britain,  but  alfo  diffufed  itfelf  to  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  where  it  was  productive  of  fome  public  dif- 

I'roccedlngs  order.     In  the  latter  end  of  October,  the  two  houfes  of 

jntheinih  parliament,  aflembled  at  Dublin,  received  a  formal 
meflage  from  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord-lieutenant  or 
that  kingdom,  to  the  following  effect :  That,  by  a  let 
ter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  written  by  his  majefty's 
exprefs  command,  it  appeared,  that  France,  far  from 
refigning  her  plan  of  invafion,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
after  that  befel  her  Toulon  fquadron,  was  more  and 
more  confirmed  in  her  purpofe,  and  even  inftigated  by 
defpalr  itfelf,  to  attempt,  at  all  hazards,  the  only  re- 
iource  file  feemed  to  have  left  for  thwarting,  by  a  di- 
verfion  at  home,  the  meafures  of  England  abroad,  in 
profecuting  a  war  which  hitherto  opened,  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  fo  unfavourable  a  profpccl  to  the  views  of 
French  ambition :  That  in  cafe  the  body  of  French 
troops,  amounting  to  eighteen  thoufand  men  under  the 
command  of  the  due  d'Aiguillon,  aflembled  at  Vannes, 
where  alfoa  fufficient  number  oftranfports  was  prepar 
ed,  fhould  be  able  to  elude  tne  Britifh  fquadron,  Ire 
land  would,  in  all  probability,  be  one  of  their  chief  ob 
jects;  his  grace  thought  it,  therefore,  incumbent  upon 
him,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  high  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  that  kingdom,  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to 
the  Irifh  parliament.  He  told  them,  hismajefty  would 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  his  faithful  protef- 
tar.t  fubje&s  in  that  kingdom  had  been  already  fuffici- 
ently  quickened  by  the  repeated  accounts  received  of 
the  enemy's  dangerous  d^figns,  and  actual  preparations 
made,  at  a  vail  expence,  in  order  to  invade  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions.  He  gave  tjhem  to  un- 
deritand,  he  had  received  his  fovereign's  commands  t<. 
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uie  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  animate  and  excite  his  c  H  A  *'• 
loyal  people  of  Ireland  to  exert  their  well  known  zeal 
ind  fpirit  in  fupport  of  his  majefty's  government,  and 
in  defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  by  timely  pre 
paration  to  refift  and  fruftrate  any  attempts  of  the  ene 
my  to  difturb  the  quiet  and  fhake  the  fecurity  of  this 
kingdom :  He,  therefore,  in  the  ftrongefr  manner  re 
commended  it  to  them  to  manifeft,  upon  this  occafion, 
that  zeal  for  the  prcfent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  that 
affection  for  his  majefty's  perfon  and  government,  by 
which  the  parliament  of  that  nation  had  been  fo  often 
diftinguifhed.  Immediately  after  this  meffage  was 
communicated,  the  houfe  of  commons  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  lord-lieutenant, 
thanking  his  grace  for  the  care  and  concern  he  had 
fhown  for  the  fafcty  of  Ireland,  in  having  imparted  in 
telligence  of  fo  great  importance  ;  defiring  him  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  means  as  ihould  appear  to  him  the 
moft  efFec"r.ual  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  the  king 
dom;  and  affuring  him,  that  the  houfe  would  make 
c;ood  whatever  expence  fhould  be  necefTarily  incurred 
for  that  purpofe.  This  intimation,  and  the  fteps  that 
were  taken  in  confequence  of  it  for  the  defence  of 
Ireland,  produced  fuch  apprehenfions  and  diftra&ions 
among  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  as  had  well  nigh 
proved  fatal  to  the  public  credit.  In  the  firft  transports 
of  popular  fear,  there  was  fuch  an  extraordinary  run 
upon  the  banks  of  Dublin,  that  feveral  confiderable 
bankers  were  obliged  to  flop  payment;  and  the  circu 
lation  was  in  danger  of  being  fuddenly  ftagnated,  when 
the  lord-lieutenant,  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  par 
liament,  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  merchants  and 
principal  traders  of  Dublin,  engaged,  in  an  allocution 
to  fupport  public  credit,  by  taking  the  notes'  of  bankers 
in  payment :  A  refolution  which  effectually  anfwered 
the  purpofe  intended. 

Howfoever  the  court  of  Verfailles  might  have  flatter 
ed  itfelf,  that  their  invading  army  would  in  Ireland  be 
joined  by  a  great  number  of  the  natives,  in  all  proba 
bility  it  would  have  been  difappointed  in  this  hope,  had 
their  purpofed  defcent  even  been  carried  into  execution 
for  no  figns  of  difaffection  to  the  reigning  family  ap 
peared  at  this  juncture.  On  the  contrary,  the  wealthy 
Individuals  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion  offered  to  accom 
modate  the  government  with  large  fums  of  money,  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  to  fupport  the  prefent  eftablifhment 
againft  all  its  enemies ;  and  Roman  Catholics  of  the  city 


444  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 


in  a  body,  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the    lord 
lieutenant,    exprcifmg    their   loyalty    in   the    warmed 
terms  of  aflurance.      After   having    congratulated   his 
grace  en  the   unparalleled  fucceffes  which  had  attended 
his  majefty's  arm?,  and   txpreffed  their  fenfe   of  the 
king's  paternal   tendernefs  for  his  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
they  acknowledged,    with   the  deepeft  fcnfe  of  grati 
tude,  that   protection  and   indulgence  they  had  enjoyed 
under  his  majefty's   mild  and  aufpicious   reign.     They 
profefTed  the  warmeft  indignation  at  the  threatened  in- 
vafion  of  the  kingdom,  by  an  enemy,  who,  grown  de- 
fperate  from  repeated  defeats,  might  pollibly  make  that 
attempt  as  a  laft  effort,  vainly  flattered  with  the  imagi 
nary  hope  of  affiftance  in  Ireland,  from   thL>  forrr.er  at 
tachments  of  their  deluded  predeceflbrs.     They  aftured 
h;s    o;race,    in    the    moft   folemn    manner,    that    fuch 
fchemes  were  altogether  inconCftent  with  their  princi 
ples    and  intentions  :  That  they  would,  to  the  utmoft 
exertion   of  their  abilities,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
join  iii  the  defence   and  fupport  of  his  majefty's  royal 
perfon  and  government  agaiiut  all  invaders  whatfoever  : 
That  they   fhould  be  always  ready  to  concur    in   fuch 
meafures,  and  to  acl  fuch  parts   in   the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  his  majefty's  fub- 
jecb,  as  his  grace  in  his  great  wifdom  fhould  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  appoint  ;  and  think  themfelves  particularly  happy 
to  be  under  the  direction  and  command  of  fo  known  an 
afTerter  of  liberty,  fuch  an  important  and  diftineuifhed 
governor.     Finally,    they    expreffed   the    moft   earned 
wifh,  that  his  majefty's    arms  might  be  crowned   with 
fuch  a  continuance  of  fuccefs,  as  fhould  enable  him  to 
defeat  the  devices  of  all  his  enemies,  and  obtain  afpee- 
dy  and  honourable  peace.     This  cordial  addrefs,  which 
was  tranfmitted   to  the    earl  of  Shannon,  and  by  him 
prcfcnted  to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  muft  have  been  ve 
ry  agreeable  to  the  government  at  fuch  a  critical  junc 
ture. 

Infur-fftion  Although  no  traces  of  difaffecVion  to  his  majefty's 
ia  Dublin,  family  appeared  on  this  trying  occafion,  it  muft  ne- 
verthelefs  be  acknowledged,  that  a  fpirit  of  diffatis- 
fadlion  broke  out  with  extraordinary  violence  among 
the  populace  of  Dublin.  The  prefent  lord-lieutenant 
was  not  remarkably  popular  in  his  adminiftration.  He 
had  beftowed  one  place  of  confiderable  importance  up 
on  a  gentleman  wiiofe  perfon  was  obnoxious  to  many 
people  in  that  kingdom,  and  perhaps  failed  in  that  affa 
bility  and  condefcenlion  which  a  free  and  ferocious  tu- 
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tion  expe&s  to  find  in  the  character  of  him  to  wliofe 
rule  they  are  fubje6ted.  Whether  the  offence  taken  at 
his  deportment  had  created  enemies  to  his  perfon,  or 
the  nation  in  general  began  to  entertain  doubts  and  iea- 
louues  of  the  government's  defigns;  certain  it  is,  great 
pains  were  taken  to  propagate  a  belief  among  the  lower 
Tort  of  people,  that  an  union  would  foon  be  effected  be 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  in  which  cafe,  this 
laft  kingdom  would  be  deprived  of  its  parliament  and 
independency,  and  be  fubjected  to  the  fame  taxes  that 
are  levied  upon  the  people  of  England.  This  notion 
inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  aiTem- 
blcd  in  a  prodigious  multitude,  broke  into  the  houfe  of 
lords,  infulted  the  peers,  feated  an  old  woman  on  the 
throne,  and  fearched  for  the  journals,  which,  had  they 
been  found,  they  would  have  committed  to  the  flames. 
Not  content  with  this  outrage,  they  compelled  the 
members  of  both  houfes,  whom  they  met  in  the  ftreets 
to  take  an  oath  that  they  would  never  confent  to  fuch 
an  union,  or  give  any  vote  contrary  to  the  true  intereft 
of  Ireland.  Divers  coaches  belonging  to  obnoxious 
perfons  were  dcftroyed,  and  their  horfcs  killed;  ?md  a 
gibbet  was  erected  for  one  gentlemau  in  particular, 
who  narrowly  efcaped  the  ungovernable  ra2;e  of  thole 
riotous  infurgents.  A  body  of  horfe  and  infantry  were  ' 
drawn  out  on  this  occafion,  in  order  to  overawe  the 
multitude,  which  at  night  difperfed  of  itfelf.  Next 
day,  addrefies  to  the  lord-lieutenant  were  agreed  to  by 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  a  committee  of  enquiry 
appointed,  that  the  ringleaders  of  the  tumult  might  be 
difcovered,  and  brought  to  condign  punifhment. 

When  the  miniltry  of  England  received  the  firft  ad-  Scotland  a- 
vice  that  M.  Thurot  had  efcaped  from  Dunkirk  with  a  l^^by 
fmall  fquadron  of  drmed  (hips,  having  on  board  a  body 
of  land-troops,  defigned  for  a  private  expedition  on  the 
coaft  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  exprefTes  were  immediate 
ly  difpatched  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  forces 
in  North  Britain,  with  orders  to  put  the  forts  along 
the  coaft  of  that  kingdom  in  the  beft  pofture  of  defence, 
and  to  hold  every  thing  in  readinefs  to  repel  the  ene 
my,  in  cafe  they  {hould  attempt  a  defcent.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  inftruflions,  beacons  were  erecled 
for  the  immediate  communication  of  intelligence  ;  pla 
ces  of  rendezvous  appointed  for  the  regular  troops  and 
militia  ;  and  ftrict  orders  ifltied,  that  no  officer  fhould 
abient  himfelf  from  his  duty  on  any  pretence  what 
ever.  The  greateft  encomium  that  can  be  given  to 
the  character  of  this  par tii'aa,  is  an  account  of  the  alarm 
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BOOK  which  the  failing  of  his  puny  armament  fpread  through 
the  whole  extent  of  fuch  a  powerful   kingdom,  whofe 


fleets  covered  the  ocean.  Perhaps  Thurot's  career 
•would  have  been  fooner  flopped,  had  commodore 
Boyes  been  victualled  for  a  longer  cruize  ;  but  this 
commander  was  obliged  to  put  into  Leith  for  a  fupply 
of  provifions,  at  the  very  time  when  Thurot  was  feen 
Covering  on  the  coaft  near  Aberdeen  ;  and,  before  the 
Englifh  fquadron  was  provided  for  a  profecution  of 
the  cruize,  the  other  had  taken  fhelter  at  Gottcnburg 
in  Sweden. 
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CHAP,        XL 


Unftifcefsful  expedition  again/I  Martinique—  —  —  Gua- 
daloupe,  Dominica,  and  Maregalante  reduced'  -  • 
Campaign  on  the  North  American  continent  •—  * 
Death  of  general  Wolfe*  -  ••  *£>uebec  taken. 


HAVING  finilhed  the  detail  of  the  adions  achie-  c  H  A  P, 
ved  in  the  European  feas  by  the  naval  force  of  XI. 
Great  Britain  within  the  compafs  of  the  prcfent  year, 
we  fhall  now  proceed  to  record  the  exploits  of  the 
liritifh  arms  within  the  tropics,  and  particularly  the 
expedition  to  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  which  is 
fuid  to  have  fucceeded  even  beyond  the  expectation 
of  the  miniftry.  A  plan  had  been  formed  for  impro 
ving  the  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  year  in  North  A- 
nierica,  by  carrying  the  Britifh  arms  up  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  and  belieging  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Ca 
nada.  The  armament  employed  againft  the  French 
iflands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  conftituted  part 
of  this  defign,  inafmuch  as  the  troops  embarked  on 
that  expedition  were,  in  cafe  of  a  mifcarriage  at  Mar 
tinique,  intended  to  reinforce  the  Britifh  army  in 
North  America,  which  wasjuftly  confidered  as  the 
chief  feat  of  the  war.  What  hope  of  fuccefs  the  ad- 
miniftration  conceived  from  an  attempt  upon  Mar-  state  of  tkc 
tinique  may  be  guefled  from  the  ftate  of  that  ifland,  ifland  of 
as  it  appeared  in  a  memorial  prefented  by  the  French  Mamnitius' 
king's  lieutenants  of  its  feveral  diftricls,  to  the  gene 
ral  of  the  French  iflands,  in  confequence  of  an  order 
ifl'ued  in  November,  for  holding  them  in  readinefs  to 
inarch  and  defend  the  ifland  from  the  Englifh,  of 
whofe  defign  they  were  apprifed.  They  reprefenteu, 
that  the  trade  with  the  Dutch  was  become  their  fole 
dependence:  That  they  could  expecl'  no  fuccour  from 
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BOOK  Europe,  by  which  they  had  been  abandoned  ever  fines 
the  commencement  of  the  war  :  That  the  traders  vcft- 
ed  with  the  privil-jge  of  trafficking  among  them  had 
abufed  the  intention  of  the  general,  and,  inftead  of  be 
ing  of  fervice  to  the  colony,  had  fixed  an  arbitrary 
price  for  ail  the  provifions  which  they  brought  in,  as 
well  as  for  the  commodities  which  they  exported  ;  of 
confequence,  the  former  was  valued  at  as  high  a  price 
as  their  avarice  could  exacl:,  and  the  latter  funk  as  low 
in  value  as  their  own  felfifh  hearts  could  conceive: 
That  the  colony  for  two  months  had  been  deftitute  of 
all  kinds  of  provision  :  The  commodities  of  the  plan 
ters  lay  upon  their  hands;  and  their  negroes  were  in 
danger  of  perifhing  through  hunger  :  A  circumftance 
that  excited  the  apprehenUon  of  the  moft  dreadful  con- 
fequences  :  As  to  ilaves  half-ftarved,  all  kinds  cf  bon 
dage  were  equal ;  and  people  reduced  to  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  were  often  driven  to  defpair,  feeking  in  anarchy 
and  confufion,  a  remedy  from  the  evils  by  which  they 
were  oppreiTed  :  That  the  beft  provided  of  the  inrbbi- 
tants  laboured  under  the  want  of  the  common  necefla- 
riesof  Irfe  ;  and  others  had  not  fo  much  as  a  grain  of 
falc  in  their  houfes  :  7'hat  their  was  an  irreparable 
fcarcity  of  fb.ves  to  cultivate  their  land  ;  and  the  plan 
ters  were  reduced  to  the  neceility  of  killing  their  cattle 
to  fupport  the  lives  of  thofe  who  remained  alive  ;  fo  that 
the  mills  were  no  longer  worked,  ?.nd  the  inhabitants 
confumed  beforehand  what  ought  to  be  referved  for  their 
luftenance,  in  cafe  of  being  blocked  up  by  the  entmy. 
They  defired,  therefore,  that  the  general  would  fup- 
prefs  the  permirnons  granted  to  particular  merchants, 
and  admit  neutral  verTels  freely  into  their  ports,  that 
they  might  trade  with  the  colonifts  unmolefted  and  un- 
reftrained.  They  obferved,  th?.t  the  citadel  of  Port- 
Royal  feerned  the  principal  object  on  which  the  fafety 
and  defence  of  the  country  depended  ;  as  the  lofs  of  it 
would  be  necefiarily  attended  with  the  reduction 
of  the  whole  ifland  :  They,  therefore,  advifed  that  this 
fort  fhould  be  properly  provided  with  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  for  its  fafety  and  defence  ;  and  that  magazines 
ofprovifion,  as  well  as  ammunition, fhould  be  eflabiifh- 
ed  in  different  quarters  of  the  ifland.  This  rcmon- 
ftrance  plainly  proves,  that  the  ifiand  was  wholly  un 
prepared  to  repel  the  meditated  invafion,  and  juftifies 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain.  The 
regular  troops  of  Martinique  confifted  of  about  twenty 
independent  companies  greatly  defeclive  in  point  of 
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number.  The  militia  was  compofed  of  burghers  and  c  *?  A 
planters  diftrefled  and  difiatisned,  mingled  with  a  par 
cel  of  wretches  negro  flaves,  groaning  under  the  moft 
intolerable  mifery,  from  whence  they  could  have  no 
hope  of  deliverance  but  by  a  fpeedy  change  of  mailers  ; 
their  magazines  were  empty,  and  their  fortifications 
out  of  repair. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Martinique,    when   the    inha-  Brirfih  sr-s 
bitants  every  day  expected  avifit  from  the    Britifh   ar-  ""^ 

,rr  nn  i  r^,        i       gamll  ths 

matr.ent,  whole  progreis  we  {hall  now  relate*  On  the  ifland, 
I2th  day  of  November,  in  the  preceding  year,  Cap 
tain  Hughes  failed  from  St.  Helen's,  with  eight  fail  of 
the  line,  one  frigate,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  a  fleet  of 
tranfports,  having  on  board  fix  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  a  detachment  of  artillery,  befides  eight  hundred 
marines  diftributed  among  the  (hips  of  war ;  this  whole 
force  being  under  the  command  of  major-general  Hop- 
fon,  an  old  experienced  officer,  afliftcd  by  major-gene 
ral  Harrington,  the  colonels  Armiger  and  Haldane,  the 
lieutenant-colonels  Trapaud  and  Clavering,  acling  in 
the  capacity  of  brigadiers.  After  a  voyage  of  {even 
weeks  and  three  days,  the  fleet  arrived  at  Barbadoes, 
and  anchored  in  Carlifle-bay,  where  they  joined  com 
modore  Moore,  appointed  by  his  majefty  to  command 
the  united  fquadrons,  amounting  to  ten  (hips  of  the 
line,  befides  frigates  and  bomb-ketches.  Five  days 
were  employed  in  fupplying  the  fleet  with  wood  and 
water,  in  waiting  for  the  hofpital  ihip,  in  reviews, 
re-embarkations,  councils  of  war,  affemblies  of  the 
council  belonging  to  the  ifiand  in  iffuing  proclamations, 
and  beating  up  for  volunteers.  At  length,  every  great 
Ihip  being  reinforced  with  forty  negroes,  to  be  em 
ployed  in  drawing  the  artillery  ;  and  the  troops,  which 
did  not  exceed  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  men,  be 
ing  joined  by  two  hundred  Highlanders,  belonging  to 
the  fecond  battallion  of  the  regiment  commanded  by- 
lord  John  Murray  in  North  America,  who  were  brought 
as  recruits  from  Scotland,  under  convoy  of  the  (hip 
Ludlowcaftle,  the  whole  armament  failed  from  Carlifle- 
bay  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January  :  But  by  this  time, 
the  troops,  unaccuftomed  to  a  hot  climate,  were  con- 
fiderably  weakened  and  reduced  by  fevers,  diarrhoeas, 
the  fcurvy,  and  the  fmall-pox,  which  la  ft  difeafe  had 
unhappily  broke  out  amongft  the  tranfports.  Next 
morning  the  fquadron  discovered  the  ifiand  of  Marti 
nique,  which  was  the  place  of  its  domination.  The 
chief  fortification  of  Martinique  was  the  citacid  of  PoFt* 
VOL.  Ill,  '1  M 
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BOOK  Royal,  a  regular   forr,  garrifoncd  by  four  companies 
that  did  not   exceed  the  number  of  one    hundred    and 


fifty  n!en,  thirty-fix  bombardiers,  eighty  Swifs,  and 
I/55'  fourteen  officers.  One  hundred  barrels  of  beef  con- 
ftituted  their  whole  {tore  of  provifion  ;  and  they  were 
dcfHtuted  of  all  other  neceflaries.  They  were  almoft 
v.'holly  unprovided  with  water  in  the  cifterns,  with 
fpare  carriages  for  their  cannon,  match,  wadding,  and 
langrage  :  They  had  but  a  fmall  ftock  of  other  ammu 
nition,  and  the  walls  were  in  many  parts  decayed.  The 
only  preparations  they  had  made  for  receiving  the 
Englifh  were  fome  paltry  entrenchments  thrown  up  at 
St.  Pierre,  and  a  place  called  Cafdenavires,  where 
they  imagined  the  defcent  would  probably  be  attempted, 
On  the  j  5th  day  of  the  month,  the  Britifh  fquadron 
entered  the  great  bay  of  Port-Royal,  fome  of  the  (hips 
being  expofed  to  the  {hot  of  a  battery  erected  on  the  ific 
de  Ranieres,  a  little  inland  about  half  way  up  the  bay. 
At  their  firft  appearance,  the  Floriffant,  of  feventy- 
fbur  guns,  which  had  been  fo  roughly  handled  by  cap 
tain  Tyrrel,  in  the  Buckingham,  then  lying  under  the 
guns  of  Fort-Negro,  along  with  two  frigatrs,  turned 
up  under  the  citadel,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
carenage,  behind  the  fortification.  One  frigate,  cal 
led  the  Veftal,  under  favour  of  the  night,  made  her 
cfcape  through  the  tranfports,  and  directed  her  courfe 
for  Europe  ;  where  fhe  was  taken  by  captain  Hood,  as 
\ve  have  already  related.  Next  day  three  fhips  of  the 
line  were  ordered  to  attack  Fort-Negro,  a  battery  at 
the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the  citadel,  which,  be 
ing  mounted  with  feven  guns  only,  was  foon  filenced, 
and  immediately  pofTefled  by  a  detachment  of  marines 
and  failors  ;  who  being  landed  in  flat-bottomed  boats, 
clambered  up  the  rock,  and  entered  through  the  embra- 
fures  with  their  bayonets  fixed  ;  here,  however,  they 
met  with  no  refiftance.  The  enemy  had  abandoned  the 
fort  with  precipitation.  The  Britifh  colours  were 
immediately  hoifted,  and  centinels  of  marines  pofted 
upon  the  parapet.  The  next  care  was  to  fpike  and 
difable  the  cannon,  break  the  carriages,  and  deftroy 
the  power  which  they  found  in  the  magazine  :  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  detachment  was  ordered  to  keep  poflef- 
fion  of  the  battery.  This  fervice  being  fuccefsfully 
performed,  three  fhips  were  fc-t  to  reduce  the  other 
battery  at  Cafdenavires,  which  confided  only  of  four 

funs  ;  andthefe  were  foon  rendered  unferviceable.  The 
rench  troops,  reinforced  with  militia  which  had  been 
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detached  from  the  cidatel  to  oppofe  the  difembarkation,  c  *^_A  p 
perceiving  the  whole  Britifh  fquadron,  and  all  the  .  ' 
tranfports,  already  within  the  bay,  and  Fort-Negro  ""Vs 
occupied  by  the  marines,  retired  to  Port-Royal,  leav 
ing  the  beach  open  ;  fo  that  the  Engli{h  troops  were 
landed  without  oppofition,  and,  being  formed,  advan 
ced  into  the  country  towards  Fort-Negro,  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  which  they  lay  all  night  upon  their  arms  ; 
while  the  fleet,  which  had  been  galled  by  bomb-fhells 
from  the  cidatel,  fluffed  their  ftation,  andftood  farther  up 
the  bay.  By  ten  next  day,  the  Englifh  officers  had 
brought  up  fome  field-pieces  to  an  eminence,  and  fcour- 
ed  the  woods,  from  whence  the  troops  had  been  great 
ly  annoyed  by  the  fmall  fhot  of  the  enemy  during  the 
beft  part  of  the  right,  and  all  that  morning.  At  noon, 
the  Britifh  forces  advanced  in  order  towards  the  hill 
that  over-looked  the  town  and  citadel  of  Port- Royal, 
and  fuftained  a  troublefome  fire  from  enemies  they 
cold  notfee  ;  for  theFrench  militia  were  entirely  cover 
ed  by  the  woods  and  bufhes.  This  eminence,  called 
the  Morse  Tortuefon,  through  the  moft  important  poft 
of  the  whole  ifland,  was  neglected  by  the  general  of 
Martinique,  who  had  refolved  to  blow  up  the  fortifica 
tions  of  the  citadel :  But,  luckily  for  the  iflanders,  he 
had  not  prepared  the  materials  for  this  operation,  which 
muft  have  been  attended  with  the  immediate  deftructioii 
of  the  capital,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  country.  Some 
of  the  inferior  officers,  knowing  the  importance  of  the 
Morne  Tortuefon,  refolved  to  defend  that  poft  with  a 
body  of  the  militia,  which. was  reinforced  by  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Fort-Negro  and  Cafdenavires,  as  well  as  by 
lome  foldiers  detached  from  the  FlorifTant  :  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  endeavours,  as  they  were  entirely 
unprovided  with  cannon,  extremely  defective  in  point 
of  difcipline,  difpirited  by  the  pufillanimity  of  their  go 
vernor,  and  in  a  great  meafure  difconcerted  by  the 
general  confternation  that  prevailed  among  the  inhabi 
tants,  in  all  probability  they  could  not  have  withftood  a 
fpirited  and  well  conducted  attack  by  regular  forces. 
About  two  o'clock  general  Hopfon  thought  proper  to 
defift  from  his  attempt.  He  gave  the  commodore  to 
underftand,  that  he  could  not  maintain  his  ground,  un- 
lefs  the  fquadron  would  fupply  him  with  heavy  cannon, 
landed  near  the  town  of  Port-Royal,  at  a  favannah, 
where  the  boats  muft  have  been  greatly  expofed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  oraflift  him  in  attacking  the  citadel 
by  fez,  while  he  fhould  make  his  approaches  by  land. 
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BOOK  Both  thefe  expedients  *  being  deemed  impracticable  by 
a  council  of  war,  the  troops  were  recalled  from  their 
advanced  pofts,  and  reaimbarked  in  the  evening,  with- 


,  17S9;  out  any  coniiderable  moleftation  from  the  enemy 
troop*  with-  Their  attempt  on  the  Morne  Turtuefon  had  coft  them 
drawn.  fevcral  men,  including  two  officers,  killed  or  wound 
ed  in  the  attack;  and  in  revenge  for  this  lofs,  they 
burned  the  fugar-canes,  and  defolated  the  country  in 
their  retreat.  The  inhabitants  of  Martinique  could 
hardly  credit  the  teftimony  of  their  own  fcnfes,  when 
they  (aw  themfelves  thus  delivered  from  all  their  fears, 
at  a  time  when  they  were  overwhelmed  with  terror 
and  confufion  ;  when  the  principal  individuals  among 
them  had  resigned  all  thought  of  further  refiftance.  and 
were  actually  affembledat  the  pupiic  hall  in  Port-Royal, 
to  fend  deputies  to  the  Englifb  general,  with  propcfels 
of  capitulation  and  furrender. 

The  majority  of  the  Britiih  officers,  who  conflituted 

a  council  of  war  held  for  this  purpofe  f,  having    given 

their  opinion,  that  it  might  be  for  his  majerly's   fervice 

to  make  an  attack  upon  St.  Pierre,  the  fleet   proceeded 

to  that  part  of  the  iflr.nd,  and  entered    the  bay  on   the 

igth.     The  commodore  told  the  general,  that  he   made 

no  doubt  of  bein-;  able  to  reduce  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  ; 

but  as  the  fhins  might  bedifablcd  in  the  attack,  fo  as  not 

to  be  in  a  condition    to  proceed    immediately    on   any 

material  fervice  ;  as  the   troops    might  be    reduced  in 

their  numbers,  fo  as  to  be  incapable  of  future  attacks  ; 

and  as  the  reduction  of  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  would 

be  of  great   benefit  to  the  fugar  colonies,  Mr.    Moore 

proposed  that  the  armament   fhould    immediately  pro 

ceed  to  that  ifland,  and  the  general  agreed  to  the   pro- 

pofal.     The  reafons  produced  on  this  occanon   are,  we 

apprehended,  fuch  as  maybe  urged    againft  every  ope 

ration  of  war.     Certain   it  is,  no  conqueft  can  be   at- 

temped,  either  by  fea  or   land,    without  cxpofing   the 

Ihips  and  troops  to  a  poilibility   of  being  difabled  and 

*  The  commodore  ctTered  to  land  the  cannon  on  the  other  fide  of  Point 
Negro,  at  a  place  equally  near  the  road  from  the  Englifn  army  to  Port- 
Royal,  and  even  caufe  them  to  be  drawn  up  bv  the  feamen,  without  gi 
ving  rhe  troops  the  leaft  trouble.  But  this  offer  was  not  accepted.  Ge 
neral  Hopfon  afterwards  declared,  that  he  did  not  underftand  Mr.  Moore's 
meilage  in  the  Icnie  which  it  was  meant  to  i  npiy. 

•f  The  cornrnoaore  did  not  attend  at  this  council  ;  it  was  convoked  to 

deliberate  upon  the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer,  who  thought  they  fhould 

make  another  landing  to  thefouthword  of  the  carenage.     Inthi;  cafe,  the 

pilots  declared  k  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,   for 

.Teet  to  keep  up  a  communicutioa  with  the  army. 
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diminifhed  ;  and  the  fame  poflibility  militated  as  ftrongly  CHAP. 
againft  an  attempt  upon  Guadaloune,  as  it  could   pof-    ^ 
fibly   difcourage    the    attack   of  St.    Pierre.     Befides,   ^V^ 
Martinique  was  an  object  of  greater  importance  f  than 
Guadalcupe ;  as  being  the  principal  place  pofTefTed  by 
the  French  in  thofe  feas,  and  that  to  which  the   opera 
tions  of  the   armament  were  exprefsly    limited  by    the 
inftrudtions  received    from   the    miniftry.     St.    Pierre 
was  a  place  of  confiderable  commerce  ;  and  at  that  very 
juncture  above  forty  fail  of  merchant    fhips  lay  at  an 
chor  in  the  bay.     The  town  was   defended  by  a  citadel 
regularly  fortified,  but  at  that  time  poorly  garrifoned  ; 
and  fo  fituated  as  to  be  acceflible  to  the  fire  of  the  whole 
fquadron  j  forthefhore  was  bold,  and  the  water  fufficient 
to  float  any  {hip  of  the  line.     Before  the  refolution  of 
proceeding  to  Guadaloupe  was   taken,  the  commodore 
had  ordered  the  bay  to  be    founded,    and    directed   the 
Rippori  to   advance,  and    filcnce   a  battery   fituated  a 
a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  northward  cf  St.   Pierre.  Ac 
cordingly,  captain  Jekyll,  who  commanded    that   (hip, 
flood  in,  and  anchored  clofe  to    the  iliore,  attacked    it 
with     fuch    impetuofity,    that    in    a   few  minutes    it 
was  abandoned.     At  the  fame  time  the  Rippon  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  three  other  batteries,  from  which  (he 
received  confiderable  damage  both  in  her  hull  and  rig 
ging  ;  and  was  in  great  danger   of  running   a-ground, 
when  orders  were  given  to  tow  her  out  of  danger. 

The  armament  having  abandoned  the  defign  on  ^ttom,,t 
Martinique,  directed  their  courfe  to  Guadaloupe,  ano-  onGuada- 
ther  of  the  Carib'oee  iflands,  lying  at  the  difiance  oflouP-- 
thirty  leagues  to  the  weftward,  about  fifteen  Icap-ues  in 
length,  and  twelve  in  breadth ;  divided ;  into  two 
parts  by  a  final!  channel,  which  the  inhabitants  crofs  in 
a  ferry-boat.  The  weftcrn  divifion  is  known  by  the 
name  of  BaiTeterre ;  and  here  the  metropolis  (lands,  de 
fended  by  the  citadel,  and  other  fortifications.  The 
eaftern  part,  called  Grandterre,  is  deftitute  of  frefh  wa 
ter,  which  abounds  in  the  other  divifion,  and  is  de 
fended  by  Fort-Louis,  with  a  redoubt,  which  com 
mands  the  road  in  the  diftricl:  of  Gofier.  The  gut,  or 
canal,  that  fepnrates  the  two  parts  is  diftinguifhed  by 
the  appellation  of  the  Salt -River,  having  a  load  or  bay 
at  each  end  ;  namely,  the  great  Cul  de  Sac,  and  the 
fmall  Cul  de  Sac  Guadaloupe  is  incumbercd  with  high 

-}•  Only  as  bcinr;  the  feat  of  government ;  for  Guadaloupe  makes  a 
much  greater  quantity  of  fugar,  anil  equipped  a  much  greater  number  of" 
privateers  with  the  ail:!>aQCC  of  the  Dutch  of  St.  Euftatia,  fituaicd  in  its 

jieighbourhcod. 
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BOOK  mountains'  and  precipices,  to  which  the  inhabitants  uf- 
ed   to  convey  their  valuable  effects  in  time  of  danger  ; 


but  here  are  alfo  beautiful  plains  watered  by  brooks  and 
J759-  rivers,  which  fertilize  the  foil,  enabling  it  to  produce  a 
great  quantity  of  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  tobacco,  and 
caffia  ;  befides  plenty  of  rice,  potatoes,  all  kinds  of 
pulfe,  and  fruit  peculiar  to  the  ifland.  The  country 
is  populous  and  ffourifhing,  and  the  government  com 
prehends  two  fmaller  ifland?,  called  All-Saints  and  De- 
feada,  which  appear  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  coafr,  on 
theeaftern  fide'of  the  ifland.  The  Britifh  fquadron  hav 
ing  arrived  at  Bafleterre,  it  was  refolved  to  make  a  ge 
neral  attack  by  lea  upon  the  citadel,  the  town,  and  o- 
ther  batteries  by  which  it  was  defended.  A  difpofition 
being  made  for  this  purpofe,  the  large  fhips  took  their 
refpecl:ive  ftations  next  morning,  which  was  the  23d 
day  of  January.  At  nine,  the  Lion,  commanded  by 
captain  Trelawney,  began  the  engagement  againft  a 
battery  of  nine  guns  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet  continued 
to  place  themfelves  a-breaft  of  the  other  batteries  and  the 
citadel,  which  mounted  forty-fix  cannon,  befides  two 
mortars.  The  adtion  in  a  little  time-  became  general, 
and  was  maintained  on  both  fides  for  feveral  hours 
with  great  vivacity,  while  the  commodore,  who  had 
fhifted  his  flae  into  the  Woolwich  frigate,  kept  aloof 
without  gun-fhot,  that  he  might  be  the  more  difen- 
gaged  to  view  the  (late  of  the  battle,  and  give  his  orders 
with  the  greater  deliberation.  This  expedient  of  an 
admiral's  removing  his  flag,  and  retiring  from  the  ac 
tion  while  his  own  (hip  is  engaged,  howfoever  confo- 
nant  to  reafon,  we  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  prac- 
tifed  upon  any  other  occafion,  except  in  one  inftance, 
at  Carthagena,  where  fir  Chaloner  Ogle  quitted  his 
own  fhip,  when  ftie  was  ordered  to  ftand  in,  and  can 
nonade  the  fort  of  Boca-Chica. 

In  this  prefent  attack,  all  thefea  commanders  behav 
ed  with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  refolution,  particular 
ly  the  captains  Lefiie,  Burner.,  Gayton,  Jekyil,  Tre 
lawney,  and  Shuldam  ;  who,  in  the  hottelr.  tumult  of 
the  adlion,  diftir.euifhed  themfelves  equally  by  their 
courage,  impetuofity,  and  deliberation.  About  five  in 
the  afternoon,  the  fire  cf  the  citadel  was  exhaufted. 
The  Burford  and  Berwick  were  driven  out  to  fea  ;  fo 
that  captain  Shuldam,  in  the  Panther,  was  unfuftained  ; 
and  two  batteries  played  upon  the  Rippon,  captain  Je- 
kyll,  who,  by  two  in  the  afternoon,  filenced  the  guns 
of  one,  called  ths  Adorne-rouge  -3  but  at  the  fame  time 
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could  not  prevent  his  ftiip  from  running  a  ground.  The  CHAP, 
enemy  perceiving  her  difafter,  aflembled  in  great  num-  ' 

bers  on  the  hill,  and  lined  the  trenches,  from  whence  ""Y""* 
they  poured  in  a  fevere  fire  of  mufquetry.  The  militia  1759 
afterwards  brought  up  a  cannon  of  eighteen  pound  ball, 
and  for  two  hours  raked  her  fore  and  aft  with  confider- 
able  effect  :  Neverthelefs,  captain  Jekyll  returned  the 
fire  with  equal  courage  and  perfeverance,  though  his 
people  dropped  on  every  fide,  until  all  his  grape-fhot 
and  wadding  was  expended,  and  all  his  rigging  cut  to 
pieces  ;  to  crown  his  misfortune,  a  box,  containing; 
nine  hundred  cartridges,  blew  up  on  the  poop,  and  fet 
the  fhip  on  fire;  which,  however,  was  foon  extin- 
guifhed.  In  the  mean  time,  the  captain  threw  out  a 
fignal  of  diftrefs ;  to  which  no  regard  was  paid,  till 
captain  Liflie,  of  the  Briftol,  coming  from  fsa,  andob- 
ferving  his  fituation,  ran  in  between  the  Rippon  and 
the  battery  ;  and  -engaged  with  fuch  impetuofity,  as 
made  an  immediate  diverfion  in  favour  of  captain  Jekyll 
whofe  fhip  remained  a-ground,  notwithftanding  all  the 
aftiftance  that  could  be  given,  till  midnight,  when  fhe 
floated,  and  efcapcd  from  the  very  jaws  of  deftruclion. 
At  feven  in  the  evening,  all  the  other  large  fhips  hav 
ing  filenced  the  guns  to  which  they  had  been  refpec- 
tively  oppofed,  he  joined  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  The  four 
bombs  being  anchored  near  the  fhore,  began  to  ply  the 
town  with  {hells  and  carcafes  ;  fo  that  in  a  little  time 
the  houfes  were  in  flames,  the  magazines  of  gun-powder 
blew  up  with  the  moft  terrible  explofion  ;  and  about 
ten  o'clock  the  whole  place  blazed  out  in  one  general 
conflagration. 

Next  nay,  at  two  in  the  afterooon,  the  fleet  came  to  The  troops 
an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Bafieterre,  where  they  found  the  ani*> 
hulls  of  divers  fhips  which  the  enemy  had  fet  on  fire  at 
their  approach  :   Several  fhips    turned  out,  and  endea 
voured  to  efcape,  but  were   intercepted  and  taken   by 
the  Englifh  fquadron.  At  five,  the  troops  landed  with 
out  oppofition,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  town  and  ci 
tadel,  which   they  found  entirely   abondoned.     They 
learned  from  a  Genoefedeferter,  that  the  regular  troops 
of  the  ifland  confifted  of  five  companies  only,  the  number 
of  the  whole  not  exceeding  one  hundred  men  j  and  that 
they  had  laid  a  tram  to  blow  up  the  powder  magazine  Bafleterre 
in  the  citadel;  but  had  been   obliged   to   retreat  with  uken. 
fuch  precipitation,  as  did  not  permit  them  to   execute 
this  defign.     The  train   was  immediately   cut  off,  and 
the  magazine  fecured,     The  »ai]s  with  which  they  had 
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BOOK  fpiked  up  their  cannon  were  drilled  out  by  the   matrof- 

t**~Lj  f"*j  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the   Britiih    colours    were 

^"Y"^     hoiftcd  on  the  parapet.     Part  of  the  troops  took    pofTtf- 

fion  of  an  advantageous    pcft  on  an  eminence,  and  part 

entered  the  town,  which  ftill  continued  burning  with 

great  violence. 

/•-nor         In  the  morning  at  day-break,  the  enemy   appeared, 

or  o  .  --  i          r       i         I  r         "        M          r 

i-.jcc  re-  to  the  number  or  two  tnouiand,  about  rour  miles  from 
f.ifesto  ca-  the  town,  and  began  to  throw  up  entrenchments  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  houfe  where  the  governor  had  fixed 
his  head-quarters,  declaring  he  would  maintain  his 
ground  to  the  laft  extremity.  To  this  resolution,  in 
deed,  he  was  encouraged  by  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  a  pafs  c?.I!ed  the  Dos  d'Ane, 
a  cleft  through  a  mountainous  ridge,  opening  a  commu 
nication  with  Capefterre,  a  more  level  and  beautiful 
part  of  the  ifland.  The  afcent  from  BaiTeterre  to  this 
pafs  was  fo  very  fteep,  and  the  way  fo  broken  and  inter 
rupted  by  rocks  and  gullies,  that  there  was  no  profpect 
of  attacking  it  with  fuccefs,  except  at  the  firft  landing, 
when  the  inhabitants  were  under  the  dominion  of  a  pa 
nic.  They  very  foon  recovered  their  fpirits  and  recol 
lection,  aiiembicd  and  fortified  themfelves  among  the 
hills,  armed  and  arrayed  their  negroes,  and  affected  to 
hold  the  invaders  at  defiance.  A  flag  of  truce  being 
fent,  with  offers  of  terms,  to  the  governor,  their  che 
valier  d'Etreil,  he  rejected  them  in  a  letter,  with  which 
his  fubfequent  conduct  but  ill  agreed*.  Indeed,  from 
the  beginning,  his  deportment  had  been  fuch  as  gave  a 
very  unfavourable  impreilion  of  his  character.  When 
the  Sritiih  fquadron  advanced  to  the  attack,  inftcad  cf 
vifiting  in  perfcn  the  citadel  and  the  batceries,  in  order 

*  The  letter  was  to  this  erreft : 
n  tMT  aetelltatia    MfJJ.  Hcfj'on    and  More)  general  officers  of  bis   Eritanr.i: 

majffiy  at  Bajjxerre. 

"  C-;entlpmen, 

"  I  Have  received  t'.ie  letter  which  your  excellencies  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  write,  or  the  twenty-firth.  You  make  me  propolals  which  could 
arife  from  nothing  but  the  facility  with  which  you  have  got  pofleflion  of 
tile  little  town  and  citadel  of  Baffetcrre  ;  for  otherwise  you  ought  to  do  me 
thejuftice  to  believe  they  could  not  be  rec-iveii.  You  have  itrength  luf- 
tlcient  to  fubdue  the  exteriors  of  the  ifland  j  but,  with  relpctt  to  the  inte 
riors,  the  match  between  us  is  equal.  As  to  the  confequences  that  may 
attend  my  refufal,  I  am  pcrfuaded  they  will  be  no  other  than  fuch  as  are 
pr-ji^:iLid  by  the  laws  of  w.ir.  Should  we  be  dilappointcd  in  this  parti 
cular,  we  have  a  mater  powerful  enough  to  revenge  any  injury  we  may 
Lftain.  I  am,  \vi:h  rtfpstt, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obeiient  fervant, 
NADAU 
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to  encourage  and  animate  his  people  by  his  exhortation  CHAP- 
and  exampfe,  he  retired  out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  to  .        ^. 
a  diflrant  plantation,  where   he    remained  a  tame  fpec-     "iT* 
tator  of  th?  deftru£Hon  in  which  his  principal  town  and 
citadel  were  involved.     Next  morning  when    he  ought 
to  have  exerted  himfeif  in  preventing   the    difjmbarka- 
tionofthe  Englifh   troops,  who  had  a  difficult   fhore 
and  violent  furf  to  furmount,  and  when  he  might  have 
defended  the  entrenchments  and  lines    which    had  been 
made  to  oppofe  their  landing ;  he   abandoned  all    thefe 
advantages,  and    took  {belter    among    the    mountains 
that  were  deemed  inacce/Tible. 

But,  howfoever  deficient  the  governor  might  have  Skirmiflu* 
been  in  the  article  of  courage,  certain  it  is  the  inhabi-  j'fl^-rs 
tants  behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  activity  in  defence 
of  their  country.  They  continually  harraffed  the  fcour- 
ing detachment?,  by  firing  upon  them  from  woods  and 
fugar  plantations,  which  laft  the  Englifn  burned  about 
their  ears  in  refentment.  Their  armed  negroes  were 
very  expert  in  this  kind  of  bufh-  fighting.  The  natives  or 
militia  appeared  in  confiderble  parties,  and  even  en 
countered  detached  bodies  of  the  Britifli  army.  A  lady 
ofmafculine  courage,  whofe  name  was  Ducharmey, 
having  armed  her  flaves,  headed  them  in  perfon,  made 
feveral  bold  attempts  upon  an  advanced  poft,  occupied 
by  major  Melville,  and  threw  up  entrenchments  upon 
a  hill  oppofite  to  the  (ration  of  this  officer,  who  had  all 
along  fignalized  himfeif  by  his  uncommon  intrepidity, 
vigilence,  and  conduct.  At  length,  the  works  of  this 
virago  were  ftormed  by  a  regular  detachment,  which, 
after  an  obftinate  and  dangerous  conflict,  entered  the 
entrenchment  fword  in  hand,  and  burned  the  houfes 
and  plantations  ;  but  the  lady,  who  commanded  in  per 
fon,  during  the  action,  efcaped  with  fome  difficulty, 
fome  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  a  good  number  ta 
ken.  Of  the  Englifh  detachment  twelve  foldiers  were 
fiain,  and  thirty  wounded,  including  three  fubnltern 
officers,  one  of  whom  loft  his  arm.  The  greatefl  body 
of  the  enemy  always  appeared  at  the  governor's  head- 
quarters,  where  they  had  raifed  a  redoubt,  and  thrown 
up  entrenchments.  From  thefe  a  confiderable  detach- 

VOL.  Ii±.  3  N 

It  is  pretty  remarkable,  that  the  apprehenfion  of  cruel  ufage  from 
tliu  Engli.1i,  who  arc  undoubtedly  the  molt  generous  and  humane  enemies 
urv-icv  the  fan,  not  only  prevailed  among  the  common  French  foldierjr 
throughout  this  whole  war,  uut  evrn  ini.dted  officers  of  diftinition  who 
Ought  to  have  been  exempted  fiom  theit  prejudices,  by  a  better  acquain 
tance  witli  life,  and  a  more  liberal  turn  of  thinking. 
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Bo  K.  ment  advanced  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  in  the  morn- 
ing,  towards  the  citadel,  and  fell  in  with  an  Englifh. 
party,  whom  they  engaged  with  great  vivacity;  but,  af 
ter  a' ihort,  thoueh  warm  difpute,  they  were  obliged  to 
retire,  with  fome  lofs.  Without  all  doubt,  the  inhabi 
tants  of  Guadaloupe  purfued  the  moft  fenfible  plan  that 
could  po/Tibly  have  been  projected  for  their  own  fafety. 
Inftead  of  hazarding  a  general  engagement  with  regu 
lar  troops,  in  which  they  could  have  no  profpecl:  of  fuc- 
cefs,  they  refolved  to  weary  them  out,  by  maintaining 
a  kind  of  petty  war  in  fcparate  parties,  to  alarm  and 
harrafs  the  Englifh  with  hard  duty  in  a  fultry  climate, 
where  they  were  but  indifferently  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifion  and  refrefhmenr.  Nor  were  their  hopes  in  this 
particular  difappointed.  Both  the  army  and  navy  were 
invaded  with  fevers  'and  other  difeafes,  epidemical  in 
thofe  hot  countries  ;  and  the  regimental  hofpitals  were 
io  crowded,  that  it  was  judged  convenient  to  fend  five 
hundred  fick  men  to  the  ifland  of  Antigua,  where  they 
might  be  properly  attended. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  reduction  of  the  iflanders  on  the 
fide  of  Guadaloupe  more  and  more  impracticable,  the 
general  refolved  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  to  the  eaftern 
and  more  fertile  part  of  the  ifland,  called  Grandeterre, 
which  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was  defended  by 
a  ftrong  battery,  called  Fort-Louis.  In  purfuance  of 
this  determination,  the  great  ihips  were  fent  round  to 
Grander:  rre,i  n  order  to  reduce  this  fortification,  which 
they  accordingly  attacked  on  the  I3th  day  of  February. 
After  a  fevere  cannonading,  which  lafted  fix  hours,  a 
body  of  marines  being  landed,  with  the  Highlanders, 
Fort  Louis  they  drove  the  enemy  from  their  entrenchments  fword 
:ed>  in  hand,  and,  taking  pofMon  of  the  fort,  hoifted  the 
Englifh  colours. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  exploit,  general  Hopfon  dy 
ing  at  Baffeterre,  the  chief  command  devolved   on   ge 
neral  Barrington,  who  refolved  to    profecute  the   final 
reduction  of  the  ifland  with  vigour   and  difpatch.     As 
one  ftep  towards  this  conqueft,  the  commodore  ordered 
two  fhipsof  war  to  cruize  off  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia, 
and  prevent  the  Dutch  traders  from  affifting  the  natives 
of  Guadaloupe,  whom    they    had    hitherto   conftantly 
The  troop,    fupplied  with  provifions,  fince  they  retired  to  the  moun- 
^'atBaff'"  ta^ns>     General  Barrington,  on   the    very  fir  ft  day    of 
ten-e.  his  command,  ordered  the  troops  who  v/ere    encamped 

to  ftrike  their  tents  and  huts,  that   the   enemy   might 
imagine  he  intended  to  remain  in  this  quarter  ;  but,   in 
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a  few  days,  the  batteries  in  and  about   Bafieterrc  were  c  H  A  p* 

blown  up  and  deftroyed,  the  detachments  recalled  from  t  ^  j 

the  advanced  pofts,  and  the  whole   army  re-embarked, 


except  one  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery, 
left  in  garrifon  at  the  citadel,  the  command  of  which 
was  beftowed  on  colonel  Debrifay,  an  accomplished 
officer  of  great  experience.  The  enemy  no  (ooner 
perceived  the  coaft  clear,  than  they  defcended  from  the 
hills,  and  endeavoured  to  take  pofTeflion  of  the  town, 
from  which)  however,  they  were  driven  by  the  fire  of 
the  citadel.  They  afterwards  erected  a  battery,  from 
whence  they  annoyed  this  fortification  both  with  fhot 
and  (hells,  and  even  threatened  a  regular  attack  ;  but, 
as  often  as  they  approached  the  place,  they  were  repul- 
fed  by  fallies  from  the  cattle.  In  the  micft  of  thefe 
hoftilities,  the  gallant  Debrifay,  together  with  major 
Trollop,  one  lieutenant,  two  bombardiers,  and  feveral 
common  foldiers,  were  blown  up,  and  perifhed,  by  the  Fate  of  c°- 
explofion  of  a  powder  magazine  at  the  flanked  angle  of  j^ 
the  fouth-eaft  baftion.  The  confufion  necefTarily  pro 
duced  by  fuch  an  unfortunate  accident,  encouraged  the 
enemy  to  come  pouring  down  from  the  hills,  in  order 
to  make  their  advantage  of  the  difafter  ;  but  they  were 
foon  repulfed  by  the  fire  of  the  garrifon.  The  general, 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  fate  of  colonel  Debri 
fay,  conferred  the  government  of  the  fort  upon  major 
Melville,  and  fent  thither  the  chief  engineer  to  repair 
and  improve  the  fortifications. 

In  the  mean    time,  commodore  Moore   having    re-  The  fqua- 

ceived  certain  intelligence,  that  Monf.  de  Bompart  had  ^ron.)2.lh  to 
i          .  i       .    .    =  .  ,  ,.         ,  ,i ., .  .Dominique. 

arrived  at    Martinique,  with  a  jquadron    confuting  of 

eight  fail  of  the  Hue  and  three  frigates,  having  on  board 
a  whole  battallion  of  Swifs,  and  fome  other  troops,  to 
reinforce  the  garrifons  of  the  ifland,  he  called  in  his 
cruizcrs,  and  failed  immediately  to  the  bay  of  Dominique, 
an  ifland  to  the  windward,  at  the  diftance  of  nine  leagues 
from  Guadeloupe,  whence  he  could  always  fail  to  op- 
pofe  any  defigns  which  the  French  commander  .might 
form  againfl  the  operations  of  the  British  armaments. 
For  what  reafon  Mr.  Moore  did  not  fail  immediately  to 
the  bay  of  Port-Royal  in  Martinique,  where  he  knew 
the  French  fquadron  lay  at  anchor,  we  fhall  not  pre 
tend  to  determine.  Had  he  taken  that  ftep,  M.  Bom- 
part  muft  either  have  s;iven  him  battle,  or  retired  into 
the  carenage,  behind  the  citadel  ;  in  which  laft  cafe, 
the  Englifh  commander  might  have  anchored  between 
Pigeon  Ifliind  and  Fort-Negro,  and  thus  blocked  him 
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E  o  o  K.  Up  effectually.     By  retiring  to  Dominique,  he  left  the 

i_*L.  ^ea  °Pen  to    Drench   privateers,  who    roved    along  the 

^X**     coafts  of  the  ifiands,  and  in  a  very  little  time  carried  in- 

i7;>9'      to  ivlartinique  above  fourfcore  merchanr-fhips    beio.-.g;- 

ing  to  the  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain.     Thcfe  continual 

depredations,  committed  under  the  nofe  of  the  Enr-.lifh 

commodore,  irritated  the  planters  of  the  Englifh  iii.-.na-:, 

(bine  of  whom  are  faid  to  have  circulated    unfavourable 

reports  of  thst  gentleman's  character. 

General  Barrineton,  being  left  with  no  more  than 
one  (hip  of  forty  ^uns  for  the  protection  of  the  tranf- 
ports,  formed  a  plan  of  profecuting  the  war  in  Gun- 
daloupe  by  detachments,  and  the  fuccefs  fully  ar.fvvercd 
his  expectation.  He  determined  to  make  a  delcent  on 
the  divifion  of  the  ifland  called  Grandeterre,  and  for 
thatpurpofe  allotted  fix  hundred  men  ;  who,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Crump,  landed  between  the  towns 
of  St.  Anne  and  St.  Francois,  and  defrroyed  fome  bat 
teries  of  the  enemy,  from  whom  he  fuftaincd  very  little 
oppofition.  While  he  was  thus  employe-:],  a  detach 
ment  of  three  hundred  men  attacked  the  town  of  Go- 
fier,  which,  notwithstanding  a  fevere  fire,  they  took 
by  florm,  drove  the  garrifon  into  the  woods,  fet  fire  to 
the  place,  and  demolifhed  the  battery  and  entrench 
ment  raifed  for  its  defence.  This  fervice being  happily 
performed,  the  detachment  was  ordered  to  force  their 
way  to  Fort-Louis,  while  the  garrifon  of  that  caftle 
was  directed  to  make  two  fallits,  in  order  to  favour 
their  irruption.  They  accordingly  penetrated  with 
fomelofs  fuftained  in  forcing  aftrongpafs,  and  took 
pofTeiilon  of  a  battery  which  the  enemy  had  raifed  a- 
'.it  the  Englifh  camp,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort- 
Louis.  The  general,  having  hitherto  fucceeded  in 
his  defigns,  formed  the  fchvrnc  of  furprizing  at  one 
time  the  three  towns  of  Petitbouig,  Gonoyave,  and  St. 
Mary,  iituated  on  the  BafTeterre  lide  of  the  little  Cul 
de  Sac,  and  committed  the  execution  of  it  to  the  colo 
nels  Crump  and  Clavering :  But  the  night  appointed 
for  the  fervice  proved  exceeding  dark  and  tempertu- 
ous,  and  the  negro  conductors  were  fo  frightened,  that 
they  ran  feveral  of  the  fiat-bottomed  boats  on  the  (heals 
that  fkirt  this  part  of  the  ifland.  Colonel  Clavering 
landed  with  about  eighty  men  ;  but  found  himfelf  fo 
entangled  with  n.angrove  trees,  and  the  mud  fo  im- 
pafiably  deep,  that  he  was  obliged  tore-embark,  though 
not  before  the  enemy  hnd -Jiicovered  his  defign.  This 
project  having  mifcarried,  the  general  derachod  the 
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fame  commanders,  whofe  gallantry  and  conduct  canr.ot  c  H  A  p- 
he  fufficiently  applauded,  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  , 
hundred  men,  including  one  hundred  and  fifty  vclnr.-  ""V*" 
teers  from  Antigua,  to  land  in  a  bay  not  far  from  the  I759< 
town  of  Arnouvillc,  at  the  bottom  of  the  little  Cul  de 
Sac,  under  the  protection  of  his  majefty's  fhip  the 
Woolwich.  The  enemy  made  no  oppofition  to  their 
landing  ;  but  retreated,  as  the  Engliili  advanced,  to  a 
ftrong  entrenchment  thrown  up  behind  the  river  Lecor-  The  pntr_ 
ne,  a  pod  of  the  utmoft  importance,  as  it  covered  the  lirtittorm 
whole  country  as  far  as  the  bay  Mahaur,  where  provi-  th«  difficult 
lions  and  fupplies  of  all  forts  were  landed  from  St.  Eu-  income, 
itatia.  The  river  was  rendered  inacceflible  by  a 
morafs,  covered  with  mangroves,  except  at  two  nar 
row  paries,  which  they  had  fortified  with  a  redoubt, 
and  entrenchments  well  pallifaded,  mounted  with  can 
non  and  defended  by  a  numerous  militia  :  Befides,  the 
narrow  roads  through  which  only  they  could  be  at 
tacked,  were  interfered  wii.li  deep  andwide  ditches. 
Notwithftandine;  thefe  difadvantages,  the  Englifh  com 
manders  determined  to  hazard  an  aflault.  While  four 
field-pieces  and  two  howitzers  maintained  a  conftant 
fire  upon  the  top  of  the  entrenchments,  the  regiment  of 
Duroure  and  the  Highlanders  advanced  under  this  co 
ver,  firing  by  platoons  with  the  utmoft  regularity.  The 
enemy,  intimidated  by  their  cool  and  refolute  behavi 
our,  began  to  abandon  the  firft  entrenchment  on  the 
left.  Then  the  Highlanders,  drawing  their  fwords, 
and  fuftained  by  part  of  the  regiment,  threw  themfclves 
in  with  their  ufual  impetuority,  and  followed  the  fugi 
tives  pell-mell  into  the  redoubt,  of  which  they  took 
pofleffion  :  But  they  ftill  maintained  their  ground 
within  the  entrenchments  on  the  right,  from  whence 
they  annoyed  the  afTailants  both  with  rnufketry  and 
cannon.  In  half  an  hour,  an  occalional  bridge  being 
made,  the  Englidi  troops  palled  the  river  in  order  to 
attack:  this  pott,  which  the  enemy  abandoned  with  pre 
cipitation  :  Notwithstanding  all  their  hafte,  however, 
about  feventy  were  taken  prifoners,  and  among  thefe 
fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  inhabitants  of  the  ifland. 
This  advantage  coft  the  Englifh  two  officers  and  thir 
teen  men  killed,  and  above  fifty  wounded. 

The  roads  being  mended  for  the  pafTageof  the  artil-  T!lcy  take 
lery,  the  troops  advanced  towards    Petitbourg,   harraf--  ^lt^>uri 
fed  in  their  march  by  flying   bodies   of  the  enemy,  and  Mary's, 
arrived  late  at  nia;ht  on  the  banks  of  the  river    Lizarde, 
the  only  ford  of  which  the   French   had   fortified    with 
ftrong  entrenchments,  proteiten  by  a  battery  of  four 
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BOOK  cannon,  erected  on  a  rifing  ground  in  their  rear.  Co- 
lonel  Clavering,  while  he  amufed  them  all  night  at 
thjs  place  by  a  conltant  fire  into  their  lines,  transported 
in  two  canoes,  which  he  launched  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  farther  down  the  river,  a  fufficient  number  of  troops, 
by  day-break,  to  attack  them  on  the  other  fide  in  flank, 
while  he  fhould  advance  in  front  at  the  head  of  his  lit 
tle  army  ;  but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  fuftain  the 
afiault.  On  the  contrary,  they  no  fooner  perceived  his 
intention,  than  they  forfook  the  poft,  and  fled  without 
order.  Colonel  Clave  ring,  having  parTed  the  river, 
purfuea  them  to  Petitbourg,  which  they  had  alfo  for 
tified  ;  and  here  he  found  captain  Uvedale,  of  the  Gre 
nada  bomb-ketch,  throwing  fhells  into  the  redoubt. 
Re  forthwith  fent  detachments  to  occupy  the  neighbour 
ing  heights;  a  circumftance  which  the  enemy  no  foon 
er  obferved,  than  they  deferted  the  place,  and  retired 
with  great  expedition.  On  the  1 5th  day  of  April, 
captain  Steel  deftroyed  a  battery  at  Guoyave,  a  ftrong; 
poft,  which,  though  it  might  have  been  defended  againft 
an  army,  the  French  abandoned  at  his  approach,  after 
having  made  a  hafte  difcharge  of  their  artillery.  At  the 
fame  time  colonel  Crump  was  detached  with  feven 
hundred  men  to  the  bay  of  Mahaut,  where  he  burned 
the  town  and  batteries,  which  he  found  abandoned,  to 
gether  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  provifions,  which  had 
been  brought  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia.  Colonel 
Clavering  having  left  a  fm all  garrifon  at  Petitbourg, 
began  his  march  on  the  20th  day  of  the  month  towards 
St.  Mary's  where  he  underftood  the  enemy  had  collect 
ed  their  whole  force,  thrown  up  entrenchments,  and  rai 
led  barricadoes  :  But  they  had  left  their  rear  unguarded. 
The  Englifh  commander  immediately  detached  colonel 
Barlow,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  attack  them  from 
rhat  quarter,  while  he  himfclf  advanced  againft  the  front 
of  their  entrenchment.  They  ftood  but  one  cannon- 
ihor,  and  iled  to  their  lines  and  batteries  at  St.  Mary's 
the  flanks  of  which  were  covered  with  woods  and  pre 
cipices.  When  they  perceived  the  Englifh  troops  en 
deavoured  to  furmount  thefe  difficulties,  and  turn  their 
lines,  they,  quitted  them,  in  order  to  oppofe  thedefign  ; 
and  were  immediately  attacked  with  fuch  vivacity,  in. 
the  face  of  a  fevere  fire  of  mufketry  and  cannon,  that 
they  abandoned  their  ground,  and  fied  in  the  utmoft 
confuf.on,  leaving  the  field  and  all  their  artillery  to  the 
victors,  who  took  up  their  Quarters  for  the  ni»ht  at  St. 
Gary's. 
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Next  day  they  entered  the  charming  country  of  Ca-  CHAP, 
pefterre,  where  eight  hundred  and  kventy  negroes  be-  ._  . 
longing  to  one  planter  furrendered  at  difcretion.  Here  ""V^ 
colonel  Cliivering  was  met  by  Mefileurs  de  Clainvil- 
liers  and  Duqueruy,  deputed  by  the  principal  inhabi 
tants  of  the  ifland  to  know  what  capitulation  would  be 
granted.  Thefe  he  conducted  to  Petitbourg,  where 
they  v/ere  prefented  to  general  Barrington,  who  con- 
fidering  the  abfence  of  the  fleet,  the  fmall  number  of 
the  forces  daily  diminishing,  the  difficulty  of  the  coun 
try,  and  the  poflibility  of  the  enemy's  being  reinforced 
from  Martinique,  wifely  took  the  advantage  of  their 
prefent  panic,  and  fettled  terms  of  capitulation  without 
delay.  The  fanity  of  this  refolution  foon  appeared.  The  ifland 
The  inhabitants  had  juft  figned  the  agreement,  when  a  ^rrender 
mefTenger  arrived  at  their  camp,  with  information,  that 
M.  de  Beauharnois,  the  general  of  the  French  iflands, 
had  landed  at  St.  Anne's,  to  the  windward,  with  a  re 
inforcement  from  Martinique,  confiding  of  fix  hundred 
regulars  from  Europe,  and  about  two  thoufand  bucca 
neers,  with  a  great  fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
mortars  and  artillery,  under  convoy  of  the  fquadron 
commanded  by  M.  de  Bompart,  who  no  fooner  learned 
that  the  capitulation  was  figned,  than  he  re-embarked 
the  troops  and  ftores  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  re 
turned  to  Martinique. 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  conqueft  of  this  important  ifland, 
which  is  faid  to  produce  a  greater  quantity  of  fugar 
than  is  made  in  all  the  Englifh  plantations,  was  as 
much  owing  to  accident  as  to  the  valour  of  the  troops 
and  the  conduct  of  the  general  :  For,  had  the  re-en 
forcement  arrived  an  hour  fooner  than  it  actually  land 
ed,  in  all  probability  the  Englifh  would  have  found  it 
impracticable  to  finifh  the  reduction  of  Guadaloupe. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  natives  certainly  deferved  great 
commendation,  not  only  for  perfevering  fo  gallantly  in 
defence  of  their  country,  but  alfo  for  their  fortitude  in 
bearing  every  ipecies  of  diftrefs.  They  now  quitted 
the  Dos  d'Ane,  and  all  their  other  pofts  and  returned 
to  their  refpective  habitations.  The  town  of  Baffeterre 
being  reduced  to  a  heap  of  afhes,  the  inhabitants 
began  to  clear  away  the  rubbim,  r.nd  erect  occafional 
flieds,  where  they  refumed  their  feveral  occupations 
with  that  good-humour  fo  peculiar  to  the  French  na 
tion  ;  and  general  Barrington  humanely  indulged  them 
with  all  the  afliftr.ncc:  in  his  power. 
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BOOK       Immediately  after   the    capitulation  of  Guada  loupe? 

.         '      he  fummoned  the  iflancis  called  Santos  and    Defeada  to 

Surrender;  and  they,    together   with    Petit-terre,  fub- 

LM  Santos,  Bitted  on  the  fame  terms  which  he  hsd  granted   to   the 

andMari-    great  ifland  ;  but  his  propofal  was    rejected  by  the   in- 

gahntcfub-  habitants    of  Marigalante,    which     lies    about    three 

leagues  to  the   fouth-eatt   of    Granceterre,  extending 

twenty  miles   in  length,  fifteen   in   breadth,  flat,  ant! 

fjriilr,  but  poorly  watered,  and  ill  fortified.     The    ge- 

!,  reviving  to  reduce  it  by  force,  embarked  a  body 

ef  troops  on  board   of  tranfports,  which   failed  thither 

unuer  convoy  of  three  (hips  of  war  and  two  bomb-vef- 

fds  from  prince  Rupert's  Bay  ;  and  at  their  appearance 

the  il:.  r.dcrs  fubmitting,   received  an  Engliih   earrifon. 

C,  '  Q  O 

...re  this  period,  commodore  Moore  faring  re- 
ceiv-j'i  intelligence  that  Al.  de  Bompr-rt  had  failed  from 
linique,  with  defign  to  land  a  reinforcement  on 
GuadaJoup?,  and  that  his  fquadron  was  feeri  at  fea  fe- 
vcn  leagues  to  windward  of  Marigalante,  he  failed  from 
prince  Rupert's  Bay,  and  turned  to  windward  ;  bu" 
bringing;  to  about  noon,  he  fell  to  leeward,  and  loft 
ns  much  in  the  day  as  he  had  gained  in  the  night. 
.After  having  been  beaten  about  for  five  days  to  very 
little  purpofe,  he  received  notice  from  one  of  his  crui- 
zers,  that  the  French  admiral  had  returned  to  Marti 
nique  ;  upon  which  information  he  retired  quietly  to 
his  former  ftaticn  in  the  bay  of  Dominique,  the  people 
of  which  were  fo  infolent  as  to  affirm,  in  derifion,  that 
the  P^nglifli  fquadron  failed  on  one  fide,  of  the  ifland 
and  the  French  upon  the  other,  that  they  might  be 
lure  of  not  meeting  ;  but  this,  without  doubt,  was 
an  impudent  calumny. 

General  Barringlon,  having  happily  finiihed  the  con- 
queft  of  Guadaloupe,  gave  notice  to  the  commodore, 
that  he  intended  to  fend  back  part  of  the  troops,  with 
the  tranfports,  to  England,  about  the  beginning  of 
July.  In  confequence  of  this  intimation,  Mr.  Moore 
!<M!CU  with  his  fquadron  to  Bafleterre  road,  where  he 
was  next  day  joined  by  two  {hips  of  the  line  from  Eng 
land,  which  rendered  him  greatly  fuperior  in  ftrensth 
to  the  commander  of  the  French  fquadron,  who  at  this 
time  retired  to  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  lying  about 
ei^ht  leagues  from  Guadaloupe.  Here  he  was  clifco- 
vered  by  the  ini[>  R.ippon,  whole  captain  returned 
immediately  to  BaiTeterre,  to  make  the  commodore  ac 
quainted  with  this  circumftance  :  But,  before  he  could 
v/eigh  anchor,  a  frigate  arrived,  with  information,  that 
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Bompart   had    quitted  Grenada,  and   was  fuppofed  to  c  H  A  ?• 
have  directed  his  courfe   to  Hifpaniola.     The  commo- 
dore  immediately  difpatched  the  Ludlow-caftle  with  this 
intelligence  to   admiral   Coates,  who  Commanded   the 
fquadron  at  Jamaica. 

General  Barrington  having;  made  a  tour  of  the  ifland, 
in  order  to  vifit  and  repair  the  fortifications  which  he 
thought  necefiary  to  be  maintained,  and  the  affairs 
relating  to  the  inhabitants  being  entirely  fettled,  he 
fent  the  Highlanders,  with  a  body  of  drafts,  to  North 
America,  under  convoy  :  He  garrifoned  the  principal 
ftrengths  of  the  ifland,  and  left  the  chief  command  to 
colonel  Crump,  who  had  for  fonie  time  a&ed  as  bri 
gadier-general,  colonel  Clavering  having  been  fent 
home  to  England  with  the  account  of  the  capitulation. 
Colonel  Melville,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  a  re 
markable  manner  ever  fmce  their  firft  landing,  conti 
nued  governor  of  the  citadel  at  BafTetcrre  ;  and  the 
command  at  Grandeterre  was  conferred  on  colonel  9en-  Bar" 
Delgarno.  Three  complete  regiments  were  allotted  torttfto"" 
as  a  fuflicient  guard  for  the  whole  ifland,  and  the  other  England. 
three  were  embarked  for  England.  General  Barring- 
ton  himfelf  went  on  board  the  Roebuck  in  the  latter 
end  of  June,  and,  with  the  tranfports,  under  convoy  of 
captain  Hughes,  and  a  fmail  fquadron,  fet  fail  for  Great 
Britain,  while  commodore  Moore,  with  his  larger  fleet, 
directed  his  courfe  to  Antigua. 

While  this  armament  had  been  employed  in  the  con- 
queft  of  Guadaloupe,  North  America  exhibited  ftill 
more  fanguinary  fcenes  of  war  and  devaftation,  which, 
in  order  properly  to  introduce,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
explain  the  fteps  that  were  taken  on  this  continent,  pre 
vious  to  this  campaign.  1  n  October  of  the  preceding 
year,  a  grand  affembly  was  held  at  Eafton,  about  fixty 
miles  from  Philadelphia  ;  and  there  peace  was  efta- 
bli/hed,  by  a  formal  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  fevera!  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  country 
between  the  Apalachian  mountains  and  the  lakes. 


The  Twif'htwces,  however,  fettled  between  the  river  Confereil 
Ohio  and  the  lake?,  did  not  affift  at  this  treaty,  though  wfcbthelL 
fome  fteps  had  been    taken  towards  an   alliance    with  dians. 
that  people.     The  conferences  were  managed  by  the 
governors  of  Pennsylvania  and    New-Jerfey,   accom 
panied  by  fir  William  Johnfon*s  deputy  for  Indian  af 
fairs,  four  members  of  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  fix 
members  of  the  afTembly,  tvw-  agents  for  the  province 
of  New-  Jerfev,  a  great  number  of  planters,  and  citi- 
VOL     IH/  3  O 
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BOOK  zens  of  Philadelphia,  chiefly  quakers.  They  were  met 
by  the  deputies  and  chiefs  of  Mohawks,  G-neidoes, 

v-x"v^>'  Onondagoes,  Cayugas,  Senecas,  1  ufcaroras,  Nanti- 
l?52'  coques,  and  Cono/s,  the  Tuteloes,  Chugnuts;  Dela- 
wares,  and  Uanrr.ies,  the  Minii'inks,  Mchicor.s,  and 
Wnppingers  ;  the  whole  number,  including  their  wo 
men  and  children  amounting  to  five  hundred.  Some 
of  the  Six  Nations,  thinking  themlelves  aggrieved  by 
the  Britifh  colonifts,  who  had  imprifoned  fome  indivi 
duals  of  their  nation,  killed  a  few,  and  treated  others 
with  contempt,  did  not  Fail  to  exprefs  their  refentmenf, 
which  had  been  artfully  fomented  by  the  French  emif- 
farics,  even  into  an  open  rupture.  The  Delawares 
and  Mini/inks,  in  particular,  complained  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  had  encroached  upon  their  lands,  and,  on  that  ac 
count,  were  provoked  to  hcdilities  :  But  their  chief, 
Teedyufcung,  had  made  overtures  of  peace  ;  and  in 
the  chara6i-er  of  amballador  from  all  the  Ten  Nations, 
had  been  very  inftmmental  in  forming  this  aflembly. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  though  very  well  dif- 
pofed  to  peace,  took  umbrage  at  the  importance  af- 
iumed  by  one  of  the  Delawares,  over  whom,  as  their 
tlefccndants,  they  exercife  a  kind  of  parental  authority  ; 
and  on  this  occafion  they  made  no  icruple  to  difclofc 
their  diiTatisfaction.  The  bufinefs,  therefore,  of  the 
English  governors  at  this  congrefs  was  to  afcertain  the 
limits  of  the  lands  in  difpute,  reconcile  the  Six  Nations 
with  their  nephews,  the  Delawares,  remove  everv 
caufe  of  mifunderiranding  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Indians,  detach  thefe  favages  entirely  from  the 
French  intercft,  eftablifh  a  firm  peace,  and  induce  them 
to  exert  their  influence  in  perfuading  the  Twightwees 
to  accede  to  this  treaty.  Thofc  Indians,  though  pof- 
iefled  of  few  ideas,  circumfcribed  in  their  mental  fa 
culties,  fhipid,  brutal,  and  ferocious,  conducl  them fclves, 
nevertheless,  in  matters  of  importance  to  the  commu 
nity,  by  the  general  maxims  of  reafon  and  juftice  j  and 
their  treaties  are  always  founded  upon  good  fenfe,  con 
veyed  in  a  very  ridiculous  manner.  Their  language 
is  guttural,  harlh,  and  polyfyllabical  ;  and  their  fpeech 
coniifts  of  hyperbolical  metaphors  and  fimilies,  which 
invert  it  with  an  air  of  dignity,  and  heighten  the  ex- 
preiiion.  They  manage  their  conferences  by  means 
of  wampum,  a  kind  of  bead,  formed  of  hard  (hell,  ei 
ther  in  fingle  firings,  or  fewed  in  broad  belts  of  dif 
ferent  dimeniionSj  according  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjecl.  Every  proportion  is  offered,  every  anfwcr 
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made,  every  promife  corroborated,  every  declaration  at-  c  H  A  p- 
tefted,  and  every  treaty  confirmed,  by  producing  and 
interchanging  thefe  belts  of  wampum.  The  conferen-  ^"^Y"*1'^ 
ces  were  continued  from  the  8th  to  the  2&th  day  of  I?59" 
October,  when  every  article  was  fettled  to  the  mutual 
fatisfaclion  of  all  parties.  The  Indian  deputies  were 
gratified  with  a  valuable  prefent,  confifting  of  looking- 
glafles,  knives,  tobacco-boxes,  fleeve-buttons,  thim 
bles,  fheers,  gun-locks,  ivory  combs,  fhirts,  fhoes, 
ftockings,  hats,  caps,  handkerchiefs,  thread,  clothes, 
blankets,  gartering,  forges,  watch-coats,  and  a  few 
fuits  of  laced  clothes  for  their  chieftains.  To  crown 
their  happinefs,  the  ftores  of  rum  were  opened  ;  they 
drank  themfelves  into  a  ftate  of  brutal  intoxication, 
and  next  day  returned  in  peace  to  their  refpedtive  places 
of  habitation. 

This  treaty  with  the  Indians,  who  had  been  de 
bauched  from  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  aufpici- 
oufiy  paved  the  way  for  thofe  operations  which  had 
been  projected  againft  the  French  Settlements  in  Cana 
da.  Inftead  of  employing  the  whole  ftrensth  of  the  Pian  oft^f 
Britiih  arms  in  North  America  againft  one  object,  the  armament 
miniftry  propofed  to  divide  the  forces,  and  make  im-  on  that 
preflions  on  three  difFerent  parts  at  once,  that  the  ene-  c' 
my  might  be  divided,  diitracted,  and  weakened,  and 
the  conqueft  of  Canada  completed  in  one  campaign. 
That  the  fuccefs  might  be  the  more  certain,  the  difFer 
ent  expeditions  were  planned  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  co 
operate  with  each  other,  and  even  join  occasionally ;  fo 
practicable  was  it  thought  for  them  to  maintain  fuch  a  »  , 
correfponCience  as  would  admit  of  a  junction  of  this 
nature.  The  project  of  this  campaign  imported,  that 
general  Wolfe,  who  had  diftinguifhsd  himftlf  fo  emi 
nently  in  the  fiege  of  Louifoourg,  fhould  proceed  up 
the  river  St.  Laurence,  as  foon  as  the  navigation  fhould 
be  clear  of  ice,  with  a  body  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
and  a  confiderable  fquadron  of  fhips  from  England,  to 
undertake  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada: 
That  general  Ainherft,  who  commanded  in  chief, 
fhould,  with  another  army  of  regular  troops  and  pro 
vincials,  amounting  to  twelve  thouf.md  men,  reduce 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  crofs  the  lake  Cham- 
plain,  and,  proceeding  along  the  river  Richelieu  to  the 
banks  of  St.  Laurence,  join  general  Wolfe  in  the  fiege 
of  Quebec:  That  brigadier-general  Pricleaux,  with  a 
third  body,  reinforced  by  a  ccnfiderable  number  of 
friendly  Indians,  aflembled  by  the  influence  and  under 
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BOOK  the  command  of  fir  William  Johnfon,  fhould  invcft  the 
French  fort  erected  by  the  fall  or  cataract  of  Niagara, 

^*""V^  which  was  certainly  the  moft  important  poft  of  all 
*759-  French  America,  as  it  in  a  manner  commands  all  the 
interior  parts  of  that  vaft  continent.  It  overaws  the 
whole  country  of  th?  Six  Nations,  who  are  cajoled  into 
a  tame  acquiescence  in  its  being  built  on  their  territory, 
it  fecurccl  all  the  inland  trade,  the  navigation  of  the 
great  lakes,  th°  communication  between  Canada  and 
L'j  lifiana,  ?nd  opened  a  p?flage  for  inroads  into  the  co- 
lon'es  of  Great  Britain.  It  w~~>  propofed,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  foice-S  having  reduced  Ni-.garj,  might  be  em- 
barlred  on  the  lake  Ontario,  fall  down  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  befiege  a;:d  take  Montreal,  and  then  join 
or  co-operate  with  Amherfl's  army.  Befides  thefe  hr- 
gcr  aimaments,  colonel  Stanwix  Commanded  a  fmaller 
detachment  for  reducing  fmaller  forts,  and  fcouring  the 
'•inks  of  the  lake  Ontario. 

How  far  this  proje6t  was  founded  on  reafon  and  mi 
litary  knowledge  may  be  judged  by  the  following  parti- 

Anitmd-     cu^ars>    of    which    the  projectors   were  not    ignorant. 

v«riT->ns  01    The  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  is  dangerous 

that  plan,  and  uncertain.  The  city  of  Quebec  was  remarkably 
ftrong  from  lituation  and  fortification,  from  the  brave 
ry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  number  of  the  garrifon. 
Monfieurde  Alontcalm,  an  ofHccr  of  great  courage  and 
activity,  kept  the  field  between  Montreal  ?.nd  QTiebec, 
v.'ith  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men  confiding  of  regular 
troops  and  difciplined  militia,  reinforced  by  a  confider- 
able  number  of  armed  Indians ;  and  another  body  of  re- 
f^rv'^  hovered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal, 
\vhich  v/as  the  refidence  of  monfieur  de  V.iudretiil,  go 
vernor  general  of  Canada.  The  garrifon  of  Niagara 
confiftca  of  above  fix  hundred  men  ;  the  march  to  it 
was  tedious  and  embarrafied  ;  and  monfieur  de  Levi 
fcoured  the  country  with  a  flying  detachment,  well 
acquainted  with  ail  the  woods  and  pa  fie?.  With  rtf- 
j-cct  to  general  Amherfl's  iharc  of  the  plan,  the  forts 
•  i"  Tico:;deroga  and  Crown  Point  flood  in  his  way. 
'I  ho  enemy  were  matters  of  the  lake  Champlain, 
and  poffeffed  the  ftrong  fort  of  Chambly,  by  the  fall 
of  the  river  Richelieu  which  defended  the  pafs  to 
the  river  St.  Juaurer.ce.  Even  had  thcf.-  obftacles 
been  removed,  it  was  hardly  poflibie  that  he  and  Mr. 
Wolfe  fliould  arrive  at  Qncbec  in  the  fame  inftant  of 
time.  The  firft  that  reached  it,  far  from  being  in  a 
condition  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  would  run 
the  rill:  of  being  engaged  and  defeated  by  the  covering 
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army;  in  which  cafe,  the  other  body  muft  have  been  c  H  rA  p 
expofed  to  the  moft  imminent  hazard  of  deftru&ion,  in  ,  ' 
the  midft  of  an  enemy's  country,  far  diftant  from  any  •'"Y"*" 
place  of  fafety  to  which  it  could  retreat.  Had  thefe  dif- 
afters  happened,  and,  according  to  the  experience  of 
war,  they  were  the  natural  confequences  of  the  fcheme, 
the  troops  at  Niagara  would  in  all  probability  have  fal 
len  an  eafy  facrifice,  unlefs  they  had  been  Ib  fortunate 
as  to  receive  intelligence,time  enough  to  accomplifh 
their  retreat  before  they  could  be  intercepted.  The  de- 
fign  would,  we  apprehend,  have  been  more  juftifiable, 
or  at  Icaft  not  fo  liable  to  objection,  had  Mr.  Amher/} 
left  two  or  three  regiments  to  protect  the  frontiers  o{ 
New- York,  and  joining  Mr.  Wolfe  with  the  reft,  fail 
ed  up  the  river  St  Laurence  to  befiege  Quebec.  Even 
in  that  cafe,  the  whole  number  of  his  troops  would  not 
have  been  furfieient,  with  any  probability  of  fucccfs,  to 
inreft  the  place,  and  cope  with  the  covering  army.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  had  the  enterprifefucceeded,  Montcalm  nuift 
either  have  hazarded  an  engagement  againft  great  odds, 
or  retired  farther  into  the  country :  Then  the  route 
would  have  been  open  by  land  and  water  to  Montreal, 
which  could  have  made  little  refinance.  The  two 
principal  towns  being  taken,  and  the  navigation  of  St. 
Laurence  blocked  up,  and  the  dependant  forts  muft  have  • 

furrendered  at  difcretion,  except  Niagara,  whrch  there 
was  a  bare  pofiibility  of  fupplyino;,  at  an  increditable 
trouble  and  expence,  from  the  diftant  Miffiffippi;  but, 
even  then,  it  might  have  been  'oefieged  in  form,  and 
eafily  reduced.  Whatever  defects  there  might  have 
been  in  the  plan,  the  execution,  though  it  mifcarried  in 
fome  eflential  points,  was  attended  with  furprifing  fuc- 
cefs.  The  fame  good  fortune  that  profpered  the  Britifh 
arms  fo  remarkably  in  the  conqueft  of  Guadaloupe, 
itemed  tointerpofe  ftill  more  aftonifhing  in  their  favour 
at  Quebec,  the  liege  of  which  wefhall  record  in  its  pro 
per  place.  At  preient  we  muft  attend  the  operations  of 
general  Amhcrft,  whofe  feparate  army  was  in  motion, 
though  fucli  impediments  were  thrown  in  his  way  as 
greatly  retarded  the  progrefs  of  his  operations  ;  impedi 
ments  faid  to  have  arifen  from  the  pride,  inlblence,  and 
obftinacy  ofcertain  individuals,  who  poffeffcd  great  in- 
iluence  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  employed  it  all  ta 
thwart  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

The  fummer  was  already  far  advanced  before  general 
Amherft  could  pafs  Lake  George  with  his  forces,  al 
though  they  met  with  no  oppofition,  and  reach  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga,  where,  in  the  preced- 
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BOOK  ing  year,  the  Britifh  troops  had  fuftained  fuch  a  terrible 
difafter.     At  firft  the  enemy  feemed   determined  to  de- 
^V*^  fend  this   fortrefs ;  but   perceiving   the   Englifh  com- 
Tie  French  man<^er  refolute,  cautious,  and  well   prepared    for    un- 
abandon       dertaking  the   fiege  ;  having,  moreover,  orders  to   re- 
Ticcndero-  treat  from  place  to  place,  towards  the  centre  of  opera 
tions  at  Quebec,  rather  than  run  the  leaft  rifk  of  being; 
Pt"r"n        made  prisoners  of  war  ;  they  in  the  night  of  July    the 
27th  abandoned  the  poll,  after  having  in  fome  meafure 
difmantled  the  fortifications,   and  retired    to   Crown- 
Point,  a  fort  fituated  on  the  verge  of  Lake-Champlain. 
General  Amherft,  having   taken  poffeffion  of  this    im 
portant  poft,  which  effectually  covered  the    frontiers  of 
New-York,  and  fecured  tohimftlf  a  fafe  retreat  in  cafe 
of  neceflitv,  ordered  the  works  to  be  repaired,  and  al 
lotted  a  ftrong  garrifon  for   its  defence.     The  acquifi- 
tion,  however,  was  not  made  without  the  lofs  of  a  brave 
accoinplifhed    young    officer,    colonel    Roger   Town- 
fliend,  who,  in  reconnoitring  the  fort,  was  killed  with 
a  cannon-fhor,  and  fell  near  the  fame  fpot  which  in  the 
former   year  had    been   enriched  with  the  blood   of  the 
gallant  lord  Howe,  whom  he  ftrongly  refembled  in  the 
circumftances  of  birth,  age,  qualifications,  and  charac 
ter. 

While  the  general  fuperintended  the  repairs  of  Ti- 
cop.deroga,  and  they  men  v/ere  employed  in  preparing 
batteaux  and  other  vefiels,  his  fcouting  parties  hovered 
HI  the  neighbourhood  of  Crown-Point,  in  order  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  From  one  of  thefe  detach 
ments  he  received  intelligence,  on  the  ift  day  of  Auguft, 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  Crown-Point.  He  im 
mediately  detached  a  body  of  rangers  before  him,  to 
take  poiieilion  of  the  pi  ace,  embarked  with  the  reft  of 
the  army,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  the  month  landed  at  the 
fort,  where  the  troops  were  immediately  encamped. 
His  next  care  was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  fort, 
to  be  maintained  for  the  further  fecurity  of  the  Britifa 
dominions  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  particularly 
tor  preventing  the  inroads  of  fcalping  parties,  by  whom 
the  plantations  had  been  dreadfully  infefted. 

Here  information  was  received   that  the  enemy  had 
,  retired  to  the  Ifle   aux    Noix,  at  the  other  end  of  the 
t'^  Lake     Lake-Champlain,  five  leagues  on  the  hither  fide  of  St. 
Champiain.  John's  ;  that  their  force  encamped  in  that  place,  under 
the  command  ofM.  de  Burlcmaque,  confifted  of  three  bat 
talions  and  five  piquets  of  regular  troops,  with  Canadi 
ans  and  marines,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  three  thou- 
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fand  five  hundred  effective  men,  provided  with  nume-  CHAP- 
rous  artillery;  and  that  the  lake  was  occupied  by  four  XL 
large  veflels,  mounted  with  cannon,  and  manned  with 
piquets  of  different  regiments,  under  the  command  and 
direction  of  M.  le  Bras,  a  captain  in  the  the  French  na 
vy,  affiftedby  M.  de  Rigal,  and  other  fea  officers.  In 
confequence  of  this  intimation,  general  Amherft,  who 
had  for  fome  time  employed  captain  Loring  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  building  of  veffels  at  Ticonderoga,  being  re- 
folved  to  have  the  fuperioritv  on  the  lake,  directed  the 
captain  to  build  with  all  poffible  expedition,  a  flcop  of 
fixteen  guns,  and  a  radeau  eighty-four  feet  in  length, 
capable  of  carrying  fix  large  cannon.  Thefe,  together 
with  a  brigantine,  being  finifhed,  victualled,  and  man 
ned  by  the  uth  day  of  October,  the  general  embarked 
with  the  whole  of  the  troops  in  batteaux,  in  order  to 
attack  the  enemy  ;  but  next  day,  the  weather  growing 
tempeftuous,  was  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  a  bay  on  the 
weftern  fhore,  where  the  men  were  landed  for  refrefh- 
ment.  In  the  mean  time,  captain  Loring,  with  his 
fmail  fquadron,  failed  down  the  lake,  gave  chace  to  a 
French  fchooner,  and  drove  three  of  their  (hips  into  a 
bay,  where  two  of  them  were  funk,  and  the  third  run 
a-ground  by  their  own  crews,  who  efcaped  :  One,  how 
ever,  was  repaired  and  brought  away  by  captain  Lor 
ing,  fo  that  now  the  French  had  but  one  fchooner  re 
maining.  General  Amherft,  after  having  been  fome 
days  wind-bound,  re-embarked  his  forces,  and  proceed 
ed  down  the  lake  ;  but  the  ftorm,  which  had  abated, 
beginning  to  blow  with  redoubled  fury,  fo  as  to  fwell 
the  waves  mountain  high,  the  feafon  for  a6tion  being 
elapfed,  and  winter  fetting  in  with  the  moft  rigorous 
feverity,  he  favv  the  impossibility  of  accomplifhing  his 
defign,  and  was  obliged  to  defift. 

Returning  to  the  fame  bay  where  he  had  been  fhel- 
tered,  he  landed  the  troops,  and  began  his  march  for 
Crown-Point,  where  he  arrived  on  the  2ift  day  of  Oc 
tober.  Having  fecured  a  fuperiority  on  the  lake,  he 
now  employed  all  his  attention  in  rearing  the  new  fort- 
refs  at  Crown-Point,  together  with  three  fmall  out- 
forts  for  its  better  defence  ;  in  opening  roads  of  com 
munication  with  Ticonderoga,  and  the  governments  of 
Maffachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  in  making 
difpofitions  for  the  winter-quarters  of  his  troops,  fo  as 
to  protecl  the  country  from  the  inroads  of  the  enemy. 
During  this  whr.!e  fummer  he  received  not  the  leaft  in- 
tclljgence  of  Mr,  Wolfe's  operations,  except  a  few  hints 
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B  O  O  K.  in  fome  letters  relating  to  the   exchange    of  prifonsrs, 
111  •       that  came  from    the  French   general,  Montcalm,  who 

<to*Vw'  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  Mr.  Wolfe  had  landed  in 
I/59-  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec,  and  feemed  determined 
to  undertake  the  fiege  of  that  city  :  That  he  had  ho 
noured  him  (the  French  general)  with  feveral  notes, 
fomctirn.es>  couched  in  a  foothing  ftrain,  fometimes  fill 
ed  with  threats  :  That  the  French  army  intended  to 
give  him  battle,  and  a  few  days  would  determine  the 
fate  of  Quebec. 

Though  Mr.  Amherft  was  ignorant  of  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  Quebec  fquadron,  his  communication  con 
tinued  open  with  his  forces  which  undertook  the  fiege 
of  Niagara  ;  and  he  received  an  account  of  their  fucccf* 
before  he  had  quitted  the  lines  of  Ticonderoga. 

General  Prideaux,  with  his  body  of  his  troops,  rein 
forced  by  the  Indian  auxiliaries  under  fir  William  John- 
fon,  advanced  to  the  cataracl  of  Niagara,  without  be 
ing  expofed  to  the  leaft  inconvenience  on  his  march  ; 
and  inverting  the  French  fortrefs  about  the  middle  of 
July,  carried  on  his  approaches  with  great  vigour  till 
the  2oth  day  of  that  month,  when,  vifiting  the  trenches, 
he  was  unfortunately  flain  by  the  burfting  of  a  cohorn. 
Mr.  Amherft  wasnofooner  informed  of  hisdifafter,  than 
he  detached  brigadier-general  Gage  from  Ticonderoga, 
to  aflume  the  command  of  that  army.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  devolved  to  fir  William  Johnfon,  who  happily 
Rc.hirtion  profecuted  the  plan  of  his  predeceflbr  with  all  the  fuccefs 

i.Ni.gara.  that  could  have  been  defired.  The  enemy,  alarmed 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  a  place  of  fuch  impor 
tance,  refolved  to  exert  their  endeavours  for  its  relief. 
They  afiembled  a  body  of  regular  troops,  amounting 
to  twelve  hundred  men,  drawn  from  Detroit,  Venango, 
and  Prefque-Ifle;  and  thefe,  with  a  number  of  Indian 
auxiliaries,  were  detached,  under  the  command  of 
Monfieur  d'Aubry,  on  an  attempt  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Niagara.  Sir  William  Jonnfon  having  receiv 
ed  intelligence  of  their  defign,  made  a  difpofition  to 
intercept  them  in  their  march.  In  the  evening,  he 
ordered  the  li<jht  infantry  and  piquets  to  poft  themfelves 
to  the  left,  on  the  road  leading  from  Niagara  falls  to 
the  fortrefs,  and  thefe  were  reinforced  in  the  morning 
with  the  grenadiers,  and  part  of  the  forty-fixth  regi 
ment,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  MafTey  ;  and 
another  regiment,  under  lieutenant-colonel -Farquhar, 
was  ported  at  the  tail  of  the  works,  in  .>rder  to  fupport 
the  guard  cf  the  trenches.  About  eight  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  the  enemy  being  in  fight,  the  Indians  in  the  Eng-  c  H  ^  P- 
lifh  army  advanced  to  fpeak  with  their  countrymen  who 
ferved  under  the  French  banners  :  but  this  conference  ^^r***? 
was  declined  by  the. enemy.  Then  the  French  Indi-  TheVrcach 
ans  having  uttered  the  horrible  fcream  called  the  war-  defeated. 
xvhoop,  which  by  this  time  had  loiT:  its  effect  among  aad  N^ga- 
the  Britifh  forces,  the  enemy  began  the  action  withrata  en' 
great  irnpetuofity  ;  but  they  met  with  fuch  a  hot  re 
ception  in  front,  while  the  Indian  auxiliaries  fell  upon 
their  flanks,  that,  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour,  their 
whole  army  was  routed  ;  their  general,  with  all  his  of 
ficers,  taken;  and  the  purfuit  continued  through  the 
woods  for  feveral  miles  v/ith  confiderable  (laughter. 
This  battle,  which  happened  on  the  24th  day  of  July, 
having  been  fought  in  fight  of  the  French  garrifon  at 
Niagara,  fir  William  Johnfon  font  major  Harvey  with 
a  trumpet  to  the  commanding  officer,  to  prefent  him 
with  a  lift  of  the  feventeen  officers  taken  in  the  engage 
ment,  and  exhort  him  to  lurrender  before  more  blood 
was  ihed  ;  while  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  reftrain  the 
Indians.  The  commandant,  having  certified  hirrsftlfof 
the  truth,  by  fending  an  orHcer  to  vifit  the  prifoners, 
agreed  to  treat,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  the  capitulation 
was  ratified.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  fix  hundred 
and  feven  effective  men,  marched  out  with  the  honours 
of  war,  in  order  to  be  embarked  in  vefiels  on  the  lake, 
and  conveyed  in  the  moft  expeditious  manner  to  New- 
York.  They  laid  down  their  arms  when  they  embark 
ed;  but  were  permitted  to  keep  their  baggage;  anu', 
by  a  proper  efcorte,  protected  from  the  favage  irifo- 
Icncc  and  rapacity  of  the  Indians.  All  the  women  were 
conducted,  at  their  own  requeft,  to  Adontreal ;  and  the 
f:ck  and  wounded,  who  could  not  bear  the  fatigue  of 
travelling,  were  treated  with  humanity.  This  was  the 
fecond  complete  victory  obtained  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  war,  by  fir 
William  Johnfon,  who  without  the  help  of  a  military 
education,  fucceeded  fo  fignally  in  the  field  by  dint  of 
innate  courage  and  natural  fagacity.  What  remarka 
bly  chara&erifes  ihcfc  battles,  is  the  circumftance  of 
his  having  in  both  taken  the  commander  of  the  enemy. 
Indeed,  the  war  in  general  may  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 
fmgular  fuccefs  of  this  gentleman,  and  the  celebrated 
M.Clive,  two  felf-taught  generals;  who,  by  a  feries 
of  fnining  actions,  have  demonftrated,  that  uninftrucr- 
ed  genius  can,  by  its  own  internal  light  and  efficacy, 
rival,  if  not  ecltpfe,  the  acquired  art  of  difciplin« 
VOL.  HI.  3  P 
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BOOK  anc)  experience.     Sir  William   Johnfon  was    not  more 
ferviceable  to  his  country  by  his  valour  and  conduct  in 


the  field,  than  by  the  influence  and  authority  which 
hisjufticc,  benevolence,  and  integrity  had  acquired  a- 
mong  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  whom  he 
not  only  aflVmbled  at  Niagara  to  the  number  of  eleven 
hundred,  but  alfo  retrained  within  the  bounds  of  good 
order  and  moderation. 

The  reduction  of  Niagara,  and  the  pofieiTion  of 
Crown-Point,  were  exploits  much  more  ealily  at- 
chieved  than  the  conqueft  of  Quebec,  the  great  object 
to  which  all  thefe  operation  were  fubordinate.  Of  that 
we  now  come  to  give  the  detail,  fraught  with  fingular 
adventures  and  furprifing  events  ;  in  the  courfeof  which 
a  noble  fpirit  of  enterprize  was  difplayed,  and  the  fcenes 
of  war  were  exhibited  in  all  the  variety  of  defolation. 
It  was  about  the  middle  of  February  that  a  confidera- 
ble  fquadron  failed  from  England  for  Cape-Breton,  un 
der  the  command  of  the  admirals  Saunders  and  Holmes, 
two  gentlemen  of  worth  and  probity,  who  had  on  fe- 
veral  occafions  fignalized  their  courage  and  couduct  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country.  By  the  2ift  day  of  April, 
they  were  in  fiiiht  of  Louifbourg  ;  but  the  harbour  was 
blocked  up  with  ice  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  bear  away  for  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia.  From 
hence  rear-admiral  Durell  was  detached,  with  a  fmall 
fquadron,  to  fail  up  the  river  St.  Laurence  as  far  as  the 
Me  de  Coudrcs,  in  order  to  intercept  any  fuppli-es  from 
France  intended  for  Quebec.  He  accordingly  took 
two  ftore-fnips  ;  but  he  was  anticipated  by  fevcnteen 
fail  of  (hips,  loaded  with  provifions,  {lores,  and  fome  re- 
cruits,  under  convoy  of  three  frigates,  which  had  alrea 
dy  reached  the  capital  of  Canada.  Meanwhile,  admiral 
Saunders  arrived  at  Louifbourg;  and  the  troops  beino- 
embarked,  to  the  number  of  eight  thoufand,  proceed 
ed  up  the  river  without  delay.  The  operations  at  land 
were  entrufted  to  the  conduct  of  major-general  James 
Wolfe,  whofe  talents  had  fhone  with  fuch  fuperiorluf- 
tre  at  the  fiege  of  Louifbourg  ;  and  his  fubordinates  in 
command  were  the  brigadiers  Monckton,  Town- 
fhend,  and  Murray  ;  all  four  in  the  flower  of  their  age, 
who  had  limited  the  military  art  with  equal  eagernefs 
and  proficiency,  and,  though  young  in  years,  were  old 
in  experience.  The  fiiil  was  a  foldier  by  defcent, 
the  fon  of  major-general  Wolfe,  a  veteran  officer  of 
acknowledged  capacity:  The  other  three  refembled 
each  other,  not  only  in  years,  qualifications  and  ftation 
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but  alfo  in  family  rank,  all  three  being  the  fons  of  no-  CHAP 
blemen.     The  fituation  of  brigadier    Townfhend    was  l~ 

fingular  :  He  had  ferved  abroad  in  the  laft  war  with  re-  ^"""V^ 
putation,  and  refigned  hiscommifllon  during  the  peace, 
in  difdain  of  fome  hard  ufage  ha  had  fuftained  from  his 
fuperiors.     That  his  military   talents,  however,  might 
not  be  loft  to  his  country,  he  exercifed  them  with  equal 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  in  projecting  and  promoting  the 
plan  of  a  national    militia.     When  the  command  and 
direction  of  the  army  devolved  to  a  new  leader,  fo  pre 
dominant  in  his  breaft  was  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  the 
love  of  glory,  that  though  heir  apparent  to  a   Britiib. 
peerage,  poffcfied  of  a  very  affluent  fortune,  remarka 
bly  dear  to  his  acquaintance,  and   folicited  to   a  life  of 
quiet  by  every  allurement  of  domeftic  felicity,  he  wav 
ed  thefe   confederations  :  He  burtt   from  all   entangle 
ments;  proffered  his  ferviccs  to  his    fovereign  ;  expof- 
ed  himfelf  to  the  perils  of  a   difagreeable    voyage,  the 
rigours  of  a  fcvere  climate,  and    the  hazard  of  a   cam 
paign  peculiarly  fraught  with  toil,  danger  and  difficulty. 
The    armament  intended   for   Quebec  failed  up  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  without  having  met  with  any  in 
terruption,  or  having  perceived  any  of  thofe  difficulties 
and  perils  with  which  it  had  been  reported  that  the  na 
vigation  of  it  was  attended.       Their   good   fortune   in 
this  particular,  indeed,  was  owing  to  fome  excellent 
charts  of  the  river,  which  had   been  found  in  vefTcls 
taken  from  the  enemy.       About  the  latter  end  of  June 
the  land-forces  were  difembarked  in  two  divifior.s  upon 
the  iile   of  Orleans,  fituated  a  little  below   Quebec,  a 
large  fertile  ifiand,  well  cultivated,  producing  plenty  of  we"e;a]I,  , 
grain,  abounding  with  people,  villages  and  plantations,  ontheirte 
General  Wolfe  no  fooner  landed  on  the  ifiand  of  Or-  of  Ori -:w, 
leans,  than  he  diftributed  a  manifefto  among  the  French  ^V  ?ub" 
colonifts,  importing,    that  the  king  his  matter,  juftly  ^if^o. 
exafperated  againft  the  French  monarch,  had  equipped 
a  confiderable  armament,  in  order  to  humble  his  pride, 
and   was  determined  to  humble  the  moft  confiderable 
French   fettlements  in  America,     fie  declared,  it  was 
not  againft  the  induftrious  pcafants,  their  wives,  and 
children,  nor  againft  the  minifters  of  religion,   that  he 
intended  to  make  war  :    On  the  contrary,  he  lamented 
the  misfortunes  to  which  they  muft  be  expofed  by  the 
quarrel:  He  offered  them  his  protection,  and  promifed 
to  maintain  them  in  their  temporal   pofleffions,  as  well 
as  in  the  free  exercife  of  their   religion,  provided  they 
would  remain  quiet,  and  take  no  part  in  the  difference 
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BOOK  between  the-two  crowns.      He  obferved  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  were  matters  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  fo  as  to  in- 
tercept  all  fuccours  from  Europe,  and,  befides,  a  pow- 
erful  arn:y  on  the  continent,  under  the  command  of  ge 
neral  Amherft.       He  affirmed,  that  the  refolution  they 
ouffht  to  take  was  neither  difficult  nor  doubtful,  as  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  their  valour  would  be  ufelefs,  and 
ferve  only  to  deprive  them  of  the  advantages  which  they 
might  reap  from  their  neutrality.       He  reminded  them, 
th.it  the  cruelties   exercifed  by  the  French  upon   the 
fubjecSts  of  Great  Britain  in  America  would  excufe  the 
moll  fevere   reprifals  ;  but  Britons  v.-ere  too  generous 
to  follow  fuch  barbarous  examples.       He  again  offered 
to  the  Canadians  the  fweets  of  peace,  amidft  the  horrors 
of  war  ;  and  left  it   to  themfelves    to   determine  their 
own  fate  by  their  own  conduct.    He  expreffed  his  hope, 
that  the  world  would  do  him  juftice,  fhould  they  oblige 
him,  by  rejecting  thefe  favourable  terms,  to  adopt  vio 
lent  meafure?.       He   expatiated  upon  the  flrength  and 
power,  as  well  as  the  generality  of  Great  Britain,  in 
thus  ftretohing  out  the  hand  of  humanity;  a  hand  rea 
dy  to  affift  them  on  all  occafions,  even  when  France 
was,  by  her  weaknefs,  compelled    to  abandon  them   in 
the  moft  critical  conjuncture.     This  declaration    pro 
duced  no  immediate  effect  ;  nor,  indeed,  did  the  Cana 
dians  depend  upon  the    fincerity  and   promifed  faith  of 
a  nation,  whom   their   priefts  had   induftrioufly  repre- 
iented  as  the   moft   favage  and  cruel  enemy    on    earth. 
Poffeffed  cf  thtfe  notions,  which  prevailed  even  among 
the  better  fort,  they  chofe  to  abandon  their  habitations,  and 
expofe  themfelves  and  families  to   certain  ruin,  in  pro 
voking  the  Engliih  by  the  mcft  cruel  hoftiiities,  rather 
than  be  quiet,  and  confide  in  the  general's  promife   of 
protection.     Inftead  of  purfuing  this   prudent  plan  of 
conduct,  they  joined   the  fcalping  parties*  of  Indians 

*  The  operation  of  fcalping,  which,  to  the  fname  of  both  nations,  is 
enccunned  both  by  French  and  Engliih,  iheftva^es  perform  in  this  man 
ner-. — The  haplefs  riftim  being  difabied  or  difarmed,  the  Indian,  with  a 
ftarp  knife,  provided  and  worn  tor  tru1  purpofe,  makes  a  circular  incifiun 
to  the  bone  round  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  and  t^ars  oft"  the  fcalp  with 
lils  fincerf.  previous  to  this  execution,  he  generally  difpatches  the  pri- 
ibner  by  repeated  blows  on  the  h.ad  with  the  hammer-fide  of  an  iriftru- 
ment  called  a  tomahawk  :  But  fomctimcs  they  favc  themfelves  tlie trouble, 
and  fome times  the  blows  prove  rfTedluai,  fo  that  the  miferable  patient  is 
d  alive,  groaning  in  the  ntmoft  agony  of  torture. — The  Indian  ftring? 
the  fca'ps  he  has  procuveci,  to  be  produced  as  a  teftiaioney  of  his  pruweii, 
and  receives  a  premium  for  each  from  th^  aatioa  under  whpfe  bd.-ir.er5  he 
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who  fkulked  among  the  woods,  and   falling   upon   the  CHAP. 
Englifh  ftragglers  by  furprife,  butchered  them  with  the 
moft  inhuman   barbarity.     Mr.    Wolfe,  whofe   nature  ^^^"^ 
revolted  againft    fuch  wanton   and   perfidious  cruelty,     I759' 
lent  a  letter  to  the   French   general,  reprefenting,  that 
fuch  enormities  were  contrary  to  the   rules  of  war    cb- 
fervec*  among  civilized    nations,  difhonourable  to    the 
fervice  of  France,  and  difgraceful  to  human  nature  :  He, 
therefore,  defired  the  French  coloniftsand  Indians  might 
be  retrained  within    due  bounds,  otherwife  he  would 
burn  their  villages,  defolute  their  plantations,  and  reta 
liate  upon  the  perfons  of  his  prifoner,  whatever   cruel 
ties  fhould,  in  the  fequel,  be  committed  on  the  foldiers 
or  fubjedts  of  his  mafter.     In  all  probability  the  French 
general's  authority  was  not    fufficient  to  bridle  the  fe 
rocity  of  the  favages,  who  continued  to  fcalp  and   mur 
der  with  the  moft  brutal  appetite  for  blood  and  revenge; 
fo  that  Mr.  Wolfe,  in  order  to  intimidate  the    enemy 
into  a  ceflation  of  thefe  outrages,  found  it   neceflary  to 
connive  at  fome  irregularities  in  the  way  of  retaliation. 
M.  de  Montcalm,  who  commanded  the  French  troops 
though  fuperior  in  number  to  the  invaders,  very  wifely  Takeof. 
refolved  to  depend  upon  the  natural  ftrerigth  of  thecoun-  feflbnof 
try,  which  appeared    almoft    infurmountable,  and    had  Point  Lev;, 
carefully  taken  all  his  precautions  of  defence.     The  ci 
ty  of  Quebec  was  fkilfully  fortified,  fecured  with  a  nu 
merous  garrifon,  and  plentifully    fupplied    with  provi- 
fion  and    ammunition.     Montcalm  had    reinforced  the 
troops  of  the  colony  with  five  regular  battalions  formed 
of  the  be  ftof  the     inhabitant?,   completely  difciplined 
all   the  Canadians  of   the   neighbourhood   capable    of 
bearing  arms,    and  feveral   tribes  of  favac;es.     With 
this  army  he  had  taken  the   field  in  a  very  advantageous 
fituation,  encamped  along  the  fhore  of  Beaufort,  from 
the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  eve 
ry  acceflible  part  being  deeply  entrenched.     To  under 
take  the  fiege  of  Quebec  againft  fuch  odds   and  advan 
tages  was  not  only   a  deviation   from   the  eftablifhed 
maxims  of  war,  but  a  ra(h  enterprife,  feemingly  urged 
in  diametrical  oppofition  to  the   diclatfs   of  common 
fenfe.     Mr.  Wolfe  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  dif 
ficulties  of  the  undertaking  ;  but  he  knew  at  the   fame 
time  he  {hould  always  have  it  in  his  power  to  retreat  in 
cafe  of  emergency,  while  the   Biitifh    fqu;ulron    main- 
tsined  its  ftation  in  the  river  ;  he  was  not  without  hope 
of   being  joined   by    general    Amherft  ;  and   he    was 
ftimulatedby  an  appetite  for  glory,  which  the  profpeclof 
accumulated  dangers  could  not  allay.     Underftanding 
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BOOK,  that  there  was  a  body  of  the  enemy  potted,  with  cannon, 
,  '  at  the  Point  of  Levi,  on  the  fouthfhore,  oppofite  to  the 
''y*'  city  of  Quebec,  he  detached  againft  them  Brigadier 
Pvlonckton,  at  the  head  of  four  battalions,  who  parted 
the  river  at  night,  and  next  morning,  having  fkirmifh- 
ed  with  fome  of  the  enemy's  irregulars,  obliged  them 
to  retire  from  that  poll,  which  the  Englifh  immediately 
occupied.  At  the  feme  time  colonel  Carlton,  with  ano 
ther  detachment,  took  pofTefTion  of  the  v/eftern  point  of 
the  ifland  of  Orleans  ;  and  both  thefe  pofts  were  fortifi 
ed,  in  order  to  anticipate  the  enemy,  who,  had  they 
kept  pcfTeffion  of  either,  might  have  tendered  it  impof- 
:;ble  for  any  fliip  to  lie  at  anchor  within  two  miles  of 
Quebec.  Befides,  the  Point  of  Levy  was  within  can 
non-foot  of  the  city,  againft  which  a  battery  of  mortars 
and  artillery  immediately  was  erected.  MontoaJaa, 
fore-feeing  the  effecl:  of  this  expedient,  detached  a  body 
of fixtecn  hundred  men  acrofs  the  river,  to  attack  and 
deftroy  the  works  before  they  were  compleated  ;  but 
tliis  detachment  fell  into  diforder,  firing  upon  each 
ether,  and  retired  in  con  full  on.  The  battery  being 
finifned  without  further  interruption,  the  cannon  and 
mortars  began  to  play  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  a  little 
time  the  upper  town  was  confiderably  damaged,  and  the 
lower  town  reduced  to  a  heapof  rubbifh. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fleet  was  expofed  to  the  moft 
endangered  imminent  danger.  Immediately  after  the  troops  had 
by  a  ftorm.  been  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Orleans  the  wind  increa- 
fed  to  a  furious  ftorm,  which  blew  with  fuch  violence, 
that  many  tranfports  ran  foul  of  one  another,  and  were 
cifabled.  A  number  of  boats  and  fmall  craft  founder 
ed,  and  divers  large  fhips  loft  their  anchors.  The  ene 
my,  refplving  to  take  advantage  of  the  confufion  which 
they  imagined  this  difafter  muft  have  produced,  prepar 
ed  (even  fire  {hips,  and  at  midnight  fent  them  down 
from  Quebec  among  the  tranfports,  which  lay  fo  thick 
as  to  cover  the  whole  furface  of  the  river.  The  fcheme, 
though  well  contrived,  and  feafonably  executed,  was 
entirely  defeated  by  the  deliberation  of  the  Britilli  admi 
ral,  and  the  dexterity  of  his  mariners,  who  refolutely 
boarded  the  fire-fliip,  and  towed  them  faft  a-ground, 
where  they  lay  burning  to  the  water's  edge,  without 
having  done -the  leaft  prejudice  to  the  jEnglifli  fquadron. 
On  the  very  feme  day  cf  the  fucceeding  month,  they 
f.\nt  oov/n  a  raft  of  fire-fhips,  or  radcaux,  which  likc- 
v/ifcconfumcd,  without  producing  any  effect. 
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The  works  for  the  fecuiity  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  'CHAP 
flores  on  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  being  finifhed  the  Bri-  ' 

tifh  forces  crofted  the  north  channel  in  boats,  and  land- 
ing  under  the  cover  of  two  floops,  encamped  on  the  fide 
of  the  river  Montmorenci,  which  devided  them  from  ni  encamps 
the  left  of  the  enemy,  and  next  morning  a  company  of  bx  the  (a]ls 
rangers  poised  in  a  wood  to  cover  fome  workmen  were  Montmo-C 
attacked  by  the  French  Indians,  and  totally  defeated  :  rend. 
However,  the  neareft  troops  advancing,  repulfed  the 
Indians  in  their  turn  with  confide;  able  lofs.  The  rea- 
fons  that  induced  general  Wolfe  to  choofe  this  fituation 
by  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  in  which  he  was  devided 
from  Quebec  by  this,  and  another  river  called  St. 
Charles,  he  explained  in  a  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
He  obferved  that  the  ground  which  he  had  chofen  was 
high,  and  in  fome  meafure  commanded  the  oppofite 
fide  on  which  the  enemy  was  ported  :  That  there  was 
a  ford  btlow  the  falls,  paftable  in  every  tide  for  fome 
hours  at  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  and  beginning  of  the 
flood  ;  and  he  hoped  that  means  might  be  found  of  paf- 
fing  the  river  higher  up,  fo  as  to  fight  the  marquis  de 
Montcalm  upon  lefs  difadvantageous  terms  than  thofe 
of  diredftly  attacking  his  entrenchments.  According 
ly,  in  reconnoitring  the  river  Montmorenci,  a  ford 
was  difcovered  about  three  miles  above  ;  but  the  oppo- 
fite  bank,  which  was  naturally  ftcep,  and  covered  with 
woods,  the  enemy  had  entrenched  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  render  it  almoft  inacceffible.  The  efcorte  was  twice 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  who  were  as  often  repulfed  ; 
but  thefe  rencounters  coft  the  Englifli  about  forty  men 
killed  and  wounded,  including  fome  officers. 

Some-fhrewd  objections  might  be  ftartedto  the  gene 
ral's  choice  of  ground  on  this  occafion.  He  could  not 
act  at  all  without  paffing  the  river  Montmorenci  at  a 
very  great  difadvantage,  and  attacking  an  enemy  fupe- 
rior  to  himfelf  in  number,  fecured  by  redoubts  and  en 
trenchments.  Had  he  even,  by  dint  of  extraordinary 
valour,  driven  them  from  thefe  ftrong  pofts,  the  fuccefs 
muft  have  coft  him  a  great  number  of  officers  and  men  ; 
and  the  enemy  might  have  retreated  behind  the  river 
St.  Charles,  which  he  muftalfo  have  pafled  under  the  fame 
of  di (advantage,  before  he  could  begin  his  operations  a- 
gainft  the  city  of  Qnebec.  Had  his  good  fortune  enabled 
him  to lurmount  all  thtfe  difficulties,  and  after  all  to  defeat 
the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle,  the  garrifon  of  Quebce 
might  have  been  reinforced  by  the  wreck  of  their  ar 
my  ;  and  he  could  nor,  with  any  probability  of  fuccds. 
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BOOK  have  undertaken  thefiege  of  an  extenfive  fortified  place, 
.  which  he  had  not  troops  fufficient  to  inveft,  and  whofe 

"""V^  garrifon  would  have  been  nearly  equal  in  number  to  the 
ium  total  of  the  troops  he  commanded.  At  any  rate, 
the  chance  of  a  fair  engagement  in  the  open  field  was 
what  he  had  little  reafon  to  expect  in  that  fituation, 
from  the  known  experience  and  the  apparent  conduct 
of  the  French  general.  Thefe  objections  appeared  fo 
obvious  and  important,  that  general  Wolfe  would  not 
determine  to  rifquean  attack,  until  he  had  furveyed  the 
upper  part  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  in  hopes  of  find 
ing  fome  place  more  favourable  for  a  defcent. 

On  the  i3ih  day  of  July,  the  admiral,  at  his  requeflr, 
fent  two  (hips  of  war,  two  armed  (loops,  and  fome 
tranfports,  with  troops  on  board,  up  the  river  ;  and 
they  pafled  the  city  of  Quebec  without  having  fuftained 
any  damage.  The  general  being  on  board  of  this  little 
armament,  carefully  obferved  the  banks  on  the  fide  of 
the  enemy,  which  were  extremely  difficult  from  the  na 
ture  of  the  ground,  and  thefs  difficulties  were  redoub 
led  by  theforefightand  precaution  of  the  French  com 
mander.  Though  a  defent  feemed  impracticable  be 
tween  the  city  and  Cape  Rouge,  where  it  was  intended, 
general  Wolfe,  in  order  to  divide  the  enemy's  force, 
and  procure  intelligence,  ordered  a  detachment,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Carlton,  to  land  higher  up,  at 
the  Point  au  Tremble,  to  which  place  he  was  informed 
a  good  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec  had  retired 
with  their  moft  valuable  effects.  This  fervice  was  per 
formed  with  little  lofs,  and  fome  prifoners  were  brought 
away,  but  no  magazine  was  difcovered. 

The  general  thus  difappointed  in  his  expectation, 
returned  toMontmorenci,  where  Brigadier  Townfhend 
had,  by  maintaining  a  fuperior  fire  acrofs  that  river, 
prevented  the  enemy  from  erecting  a  battery,  which 
would  have  commanded  the  Englifh  camp  ;  and  now 
he  refolved  to  attack  them,  though  ported  to  great  ad 
vantage,  and  every  where  prepared  to  give  him  a  warm 
reception.  His  defign  was,  firft  to  reduce  a  detached 
redoubt  clofe  to  the  water's  edge,  feemingly  fituatcd 
without  gun-fhot  of  the  entrenchment  on  the  hill. 
Should  this  fortification  be  fupported  by  the  enemy,  he 
forefaw  that  he  fhoulsl  be  able  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement  ;  on  the  contrary,  fhould  they  remain 
tame  fpeclators  of  its  reduction,  he  could  afterwards 
examine  their  fituation  at  leifure,  and  determine  the 
place  at  which  they  could  be  moft  enfily  attacked.  Prc- 
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parations  were  accordingly  made  for  ftorming   the  re-  c  HrA  p- 
doubt.     On  the  laft  day  of  July,  in '  the  forenoon,  part  , 
of  Brigadier  Monckton's  brigade  was  embarked  in  the     ^V^ 
boats  of  the  fleet,  to  be  tranfported  from  the  Point   of     17S9' 
Levi.     The  two  brigades,  commanded  by  the    briga 
diers   Townfhend  and    Murray,  were    drawn  out,  in 
order  to  pafs  the  ford  when  it  fhould  be  neceiTary.  To  V"fuccef 

f      -i-  I     •  rr  i      •      i     i       i     n       •  j       i       ful  «*«k 

facilitate  their  paiiage,  the   admiral   had  itationed    the  On  the 
Centurion  {hip  of  war  in  the  channel,  to  check  the  fire  French  En- 
of  the  lower  battery,  by  which  the  ford  was  command-11"  nch" 

1         A  •         r         MI  11  i        menu. 

ed  :  A  numerous  train  of  artillery  was  placed  upon  the 
eminence,  to  batter  and  enfilade  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
entrenchment  ;  and  two  flat-bottomed  armed  vefTels, 
prepared  for  the  purpofe,  were  run  a-ground  near  the 
redoubt,  to  favour  the  defcent  of  the  forces.  The  ma- 
nifeft  confufion  produced  among  the  French  by  thefe 
previous  meafures,  and  by  the  fire  of  the  Centurion, 
which  was  well  directed  and  fuftained,  determined  Mr. 
Wolfe  toftorm  this  entrenchment  without  further  delay. 
Orders  were  ifTued,  that  the  three  brigadiers  ihould  put 
their  troops  in  motion  at  a  certain  fignal,  which  was 
accordingly  made  at  a  proper  time  of  the  tide.  Many 
of  the  boats  from  Point  Levi  ran  a-ground  upon  a  ledge 
that  runs  off"  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fhore  ; 
and  this  accident  occafioned  a  diforder,  by  which  fo 
much  time  was  loft,  that  the  general  was  obliged  to 
flop  the  march  of  brigadier  Townfliend's  corps,  which 
he  perceived  to  be  in  motion.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
boats  were  floated,  and  ranged  in  proper  order,  though 
expofed  to  a  fevere  fire  of  (hot  and  (hells  ;  and  the  ge 
neral  in  perfon  founding  the  fhore,  pointed  out  the  place 
where  the  troops  might  difembark  with  the  lead  dif 
ficulty.  Thirteen  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  two 
hundred  men  of  the  fecond  American  battalion,  were 
the  firft  who  landed.  They  Had  received  orders  to  form 
in  four  diftindt  bodies,  and  began  the  attack,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  corps  of  brigadier  Monckton,  as  foon  as  the 
other  troops  (hou'd  have  pafled  the  ford,  and  be  near 
enough  to  contribute  to  their  afliftance.  Thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  however,  were  entirely  neglected.  Before  Mr. 
Monckton  had  landed,  and  while  brigadier  Town 
fhend  was  on  his  march  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
the  grenadiers,  without  waiting  to  be  drawn  up  in 
any  regular  form,  impctuoufly  ruihed  towards  the  e- 
nemy's  entrenchments  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  Their 
courage  ferved  only  to  increafe  their  misfortune. 
The  firft  fire  thev  received  did  fuch  execution  among 
VOL.  III.  3  (^ 
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BOOK  them,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fhelter  themfelves  un- 
der  the  redoubt  which  the  French  had  abandoned  at 
their  approach.  In  this  uncomfortable  fituation  they 
remained  feme  time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot  a  fire, 
notwithstanding  the  utrncft  efforts  of  many  gallant  of 
ficers,  who  lavifhly  expofed,  and  even  loft  their  lives 
in  the  honourable  difcharge  of  their  duty*.  The  ge- 

*  The  following  anecdote  is  fo  remarkable,  and  tends  fo  much  to  tht 
honour  of  the  Eritifh  foldiery,  that  we  iufertit  without  fear  of  the  reader's 
<iifn;-  probation  : — Captain  Ochterlony  and  enfign  Peyton  belonged  to  the 
regiment  of  brigadier-general  Monckton.  They  were  nearly  of  an  age, 
which  did  HOC  exceed  thirty  ;  the  firft  was  a  North-Briton,  the  other  a  na 
tive  of  Ireland.  Both  were  agreeable  in  perfon,  and  unbkrnifhed  in  cha 
racter,  and  connected  together  by  the  ties  of  mutual  friendfiiip  and  eftecm. 
On  the  day  that  preceded  the  battle,  captain  Ochterlony  had  been  oblig 
ed  to  fight  a  duel  with  a  German  officer  ;  in  which,  though  he  wounded 
and  difarmed  his  antagonist,  yet  he  himfclf  received  a  dangerous  hurt  un 
der  the  right  arm,  inconsequence  of  which  his  friends  infilled  on  his  re- 
irtaieing  in  camp  during  theadlbn  ofnextd?.y;  but  his  fpirit  was  toj 
great  to  comply  with  this  rernonftrance.  He  declared  it  fhciuld  never  bi 
laid,  that  a  1  cratch  received  in  a  private  rencounter  had  prevented  him 
from  doing  his  duty,  when  his  country  required  his  fervice  ;  and  he  took 
the  field  with  a  fufil  i.i  his  hands,  though  he  was  hardly  able  to  curry 
his  arms  In  leading  up  his  men  to  the  enemy's  entrenchment,  he  was 
ihct  through  the  lungs  with  a  mufquet-ball,  an  accident  which  obliged 
him  to  part  with  his  fufil  ;  but  he  ftiil  continued  advancing,  until,  by  lofs 
of  blood,  he  became  too  weak  to  proceed  further.  About  the  fame  time 
:.:i.  Peyton  was  lamed  by  a  {hot,  which  ihatter-d  the  fmall  bsoz  of  his 
left  leg.  The  foldicrs,  in  their  retreat,  earneftly  begged,  withers  in 
th.-ireyes,  that  captain  Ochterlony  would  allow  them  to  carry  him  and 
the  enfign  off  the  field.  But  he  was  fo  bigotted  to  a  fevere  point  of  ho 
nour,  that  he  would  not  quit  the  ground,  though  he  defired  they  would 
t;:ke  care  of  his  enfign.  Mr.  Peyton,  with  a  generous  difdain,  rejected 
their  good  omces,  declaring  that  he  would  not  leave  his  captain  in  luch  a 
fituatioa  ;  and  in  a  little  time  remained  the  fole  furvivors  on  that  part  of 
the  field. 

Captain  Ochterlony  fat  down  by  his  friend,  and,  as  they  expedled  no 
thing  but  immediate  death,  they  took  leave  of  each  other  ;  yet  they  were 
r.ot  altogether  abandoned  by  the  hope  of  being  protected  as  prifoflen  ;  for 
the  captain  feeing  a  French  foldier  with  two  Indians  approach,  ftarted  up, 
and  accofting  them  in  the  French  language,  which  he  fpoke  perfectly  well, 
txpreiled  his  expectation  that  they  would  treat  him  and  his  corr.par.ion  as 
officers,  prifoners,  and  gentlemen.  The  two  Indians  feemed  to  be  entire 
ly  under  the  conduct  of  the  Frenchman,  who  "  corr.irg  up  t»  Mr.  Peyton, 
as  he  fat  on  the  ground,  fnatched  his  laced  hat  from  his  head,  and  robbed 
the  captain  of  his  watch  and  mon<-y.  This  outvagJ  was  a  fignal  to  the 
Indians  for  murder  and  pillage.  One  of  them,  clubbing  his  firelock, 
firi:ck  at  him  behind,  with  a  view  to  knock  him  down,  but  the  blow 
rrifling  his  head,  took  place  upon  the  llioalder.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant.  the  other  Indian  poured  his  (hot  into  the  bieait  of  this  unfortunate 
young  gentleman,  who  cried  out,  "  O  Pevton  !  the  villian  has  (hot  me. 
Not  ve^fatiated  with  cruelty,  the  barbarian  fprung  upon  him,  and  ftabbed 
him  in  the  belly  with  his  fcalping  knife.  The  captain,  having  parted 
with  his  fufil,  had  no  weapon  for  his  defence,  as  none  of  the  officers  wore 
fwords  in  the  aftion.  The  three  ruffians,  finding  him  ftill  alive,  endea 
voured  to  ft: angle  him  with  his  own  fafh  ;  and  he  was  now  upon  his  knees 
ftnurijling  againft  them  with  furprifing  exertion.  Mr.  Peyton,  at  this 
jun.ih.re,  having  a  double  barrelled  mufket  in  his  hand,  and  ieeing  the  di- 
fttefs  of  his  fiicnd,  fiied  at  one  of  the  Indians,  who  dropped  dead  upon  the. 
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neral,   feeing  their  endeavours  abortive,  ordered  them  C  H  A  P 
to  retreat,  and  form  behind  Moncktou's  brigade,  which        XL 


fpot.     The  other,  thinking  the  enfign  would  now  be   an  eafy  prey,  ad-         J759- 

vanced  towards  him,  and  Mr.  Peyton,   having   taken  good  aivri  at  the  di- 

ftance  of  f  mr  yards,  difchar^ed  his  piece  the  facond  time,  bat  it  feemed  to 

take  no  effect.     The  fcvage  fired  in  hi.;  turn,  and   wounded  the  enfign  in 

the  fhoulder  ;  then  ruining   upon  him,   thrufl    his  bayonet   through   his 

body.     He  repeated  the  blow,   which  Mr.  Peyton  attempting   to     parry, 

received  another  wound  in  his  left  hand,  neverthclefs  he  fsizsd  the  Indian's 

mufket  with  the  fame  hand,  fulled    him  forwards,  and   with  his  right, 

drawing  a  dagger   which  hang  by  his    fide,  plunged  it  in  the  barbarian's 

fide.     A  violent  ftrugjle  enfuedj   but  at  length  Kir.  Peyton   was   upper- 

rnoft,  and,  with  repeated  ftrokes  of  his  dagger,  killed  his  ant-'gonift  out 

right.     Here  he  was  feized  with    an  unaccountable  emotion  of  curiofity, 

to  kuow  whether  or  not  his  ihot  had  taken  place  on  the  body  of  the  Indian  ; 

he  accordingly  turned  him  up,  and  ftrippi.ig  off  his  blanket,  perceived 

that  the  ball  hid  penetrated  quite  though  the  cavity  of  the  brealt.  —  Hav 

ing  thus  obtained  a  dear-bought  victory,   he    flatted    up  en  one    kg,  ar.d 

Jaw  captain  Ochterlony  ftanding  at  the  diflance  of  fixty  yards,  clofe  by  the 

enemy's  breaftwork,  with  the  French  foldier  attending  him.     Mr.  Peyton 

'•  then  called   aloud,  "  captain  Ochterlany,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  have  at 

<l  laft  git  under  protection.     Beware  of  that  villain,  who  is  more  barbn- 

"  rous  than  the  favages.     God  blefs  you,  my  dear  captain.     I  fee  a   party 

"  of  Indians    coming  this  way,  and  expect  to  be  murdered  immediately." 

A  number  of  thofe  barbarians  had  for  Ibme  time  been  employed  on  the  left 

in  fcalping  and  pillaging  the  dying  and  the  dead  that    were  left   upon  the 

field  of  battle  ;  and  above  thirty  of  them  were  in  full  march  to  deftroy  Mr. 

Peyton.     This  gentleman  knew  he  had  no  mercy   toexp?dt;  for  lhauld 

his  life  be  fpared  for  theprefent,  they  would  have   afterwards  infilled  up 

on  facrificing  him  to  the  manes  of  their  brethren  whom  he  had  flain  ;  and 

in  that  cafe  he  would  have  been  put  to  death  by  the  molt  excruciating  tor 

tures.     Full  ofthis  idea,  he  fnatched  up  his  mufksr,   and  notvvithftanding. 

his  broken  leg,  ran  above  forty  yards  without  halting  :   Feeling    himfelf 

now  totally  difabled,  and   incapable  of  proceeding  one  ftep    farther,  he 

loaded  his  piece,  and  prefcnted  it  to  the  two  foremoft  Indians,  who  flood 

aloof,  waiting  to  be  joined  by    their  fellows  :  while    the   French,  from 

their  bvealt-works,  kept  up  a  continual  fire  of  cannon  ami  fmall  arms  upon, 

this  poor,  folitary,  maimed  gentleman.     In  this  uncomfortabh  fituation  he 

ftood,  when  he  difcerned  at  a  diftance  a  Highland  officer,  with   a  party  of 

his  men,  /kirting  the  plain  tovards  the  field  of  battle.     He  forthwith  wav 

ed  his  hand  in,  fignal  of  diftrefs,  and  being  perceived  by  the  officer,  he  de  - 

tached  three  of  his  men  to  his  a.Tifrance.     Thcfe  brave  fellows  haftened  to 

him  through  the  rr.idftof  a  terrible  fire,  and   one  them  bore  him  off"  on 

his  ihoulders.     The  Highland  officer  was  captain   Macrlonald,  of  colonel 

Frafer'a  battalion;  who  underllanding  that  a  young  gentleman,  his  kinf- 

man,  had  dropped  on  the  field  of  battle,  had  put   himfdf  at  the    head   of 

this  party,  with  which  he  penetrated   to  the   middle  of  the  fields  drc-ve  a 

a  confiderable  number  of  the  French  and   Indians  before  him,  and    finding 

his  relation  ftill    unfcalped  carried  him  ofF  in   triumph.       Poor  captain 

Ochterlony  was  conveyed  to  Quebec,  where  in  a  few  days  ne  died  of  his 

wounds.  —  And  after  the  reduction  of  that  place,  the  French  furgeons  who 

attended  him  declared,  that,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  recovered  of 

the  two  (hots  h'i    had    received   in   his  breaft,  had  not  he  been  mortally 

v.oupded  in  the  belly  by  the  Indian's  fcalping  knife. 

As  this  very  remarkable  fcene  was  acted  in  fight  of  both  armies,  gene 
ral  Townfhend,  in  the  fequel,  expcftulated  with  the  French  officers  upon 
the  inhumanity  of  keeping  up  fach  a  levere  fire  agiinft  two  wounded  gen 
tlemen,  who  were  difabled,  and  deftiturs  of  all  hope  of  efcdplng.  They 
anfwered,  that  the  fire  was  not  made  by  the  regulars,  bv.t  the  Canadians 
and  favages,  whom  it  was  net  in  the  power  of  difcipHne  to  rcftrain. 
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BOOK  was,  by  this  time,  landed  and  drawn  up  on  the  beach 
in  order.  They  accordingly  retired  inconfufion,  leav- 

^~Y*>~'  ing  a  confiderable  number  lying  on  the  field,  to  the 
1759'  barbarity  of  the  Indian  favages,  who  maffacred  the  liv 
ing  and  fcalped  the  dead,  even  in  fight  of  their  indig 
nant  companions.  This  unhappy  accident  occafioned 
a  new  delay,  and  the  day  was  '  already  far  advanced. 
The  wind  began  to  blow  with  uncommon  violence, 
and  the  tide  to  make  ;  fo  that  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  re- 
pulfe,  the  retreat  of  brigadier  Townftiend  might  have 
been  rendered  hazardous  and  uncertain  ;  Mr.  Wolfe, 
therefore,  thought  proper  to  defift,  and  returned  with 
out  further  moleftation  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
Montmorenci.  The  admiral  ordered  the  two  veffels 
which  were  a-ground  to  be  fet  on  fire,  that  they  might 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  advantages 
that  favoured  an  attack  in  this  part  confifted  of  the  fol 
lowing  particulars:  All  the  artillery  could  be  ufed  with 
good  effect  :  All  the  troops  could  a£t  at  once ;  and  in 
cafe  of  a  mifcarriage,  the  retreat  was  fecure  and  open, 
at  leafr  for  a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Thefe,  however, 
feemecl  to  be  overbalanced  by  other  confiderations.  The 
enemy  were  ported  on  a  commanding  eminence  :  The 
beach  was  covered  with  deep  mud,  flippery,  and  broken 
into  holes  and  gullies:  The  hill  was  fteep,  and  infome 
places  impracticable  :  The  enemy  were  numerous,  and 
poured  in  a  very  fevere  fire  from  their  entrenchments. 
Had  the  attack  fucceeded,  the  lofs  of  the  Englifh  muft 
have  been  very  heavy,  and  that  of  the  French  inconfi- 
derable,  becaufe  the  neighbouring  woods  afforded  them 
immediate  fhelter ;  finally,  the  river  St.  Charles  {till 
remained  to  be  paiTcd,  before  the  town  could  be  inveft- 
cd. 

Bvigadirr,         Immediately  after  this  mortifying   check,  in    which 

Murray's  above  five  hundred  men,  and  many  brave  officers,  were 
loft,  the  general  detached  brigadier  Murray,  with  twelve 
hundred  men,  in  tranfpcrts,  above  the  town,  to  co-ope 
rate  with  rear-auniiral  Holmes,  whom  the  admiral  had 
fent  up  with  fome  force  againft  the  French  {hipping, 
which  he  hoped  to  deflroy.  The  brigadier  was  like- 
wife  inflru-fted  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  fighting 
the  enemy's  detachments,  and  even  of  provoking  them 
to  battle.  In  purfuance  of  thefe  directions,  he  twice 
attempted  to  land  on  the  north  fhore  ;  but  thefe  attempts 
were  unfuccefsful.  The  third  effort  was  more  fortu 
nate.  He  made  a  fudden  defcent  at  Chambaud,  and 
burned  a  coiifiderable  magazine,  filled  with  arms,  cloth- 
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ing,  provifion,  and  ammunition.     The  enemy's   fhips  c  H  A  P 
being  fecured  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  approach-       XIr 
ed,  and  nothing  elfe  occurring  that  required  the  briga-  **~Y**~' 
dier's  longer  ftay,  he  returned  to  the  camp,  with  intel-     I?59 
ligence   obtained  from  his   prifoners,  that  the  fort  of 
Niagara  was  taken,  Crown-Point  abandoned,  and  gene 
ral  Amherft  employed  in  making  preparations  to  attack 
the  corps  commanded  at  the  Ifle  aux  Noix  by  M.  Bur- 
lemaque. 

The  difafter  at  the  falls  of  Montmorenci  a  deep  im- 
preffion  on  the  mind  of  general  Wolfe  whofe  fpirit  was  General 
too  great  to  brook  the  moft  diftant  profpe<St  of  cenfure  /^t-^ 
or  difgrace.  He  knew  the  character  of  the  Englifli 
people,  rafh,  impatient,  and  capricious  ;  elevated  to 
exultation  by  the  leaft  gleam  of  fuccefs  ;  dejeclx-d  even 
to  difpondency  by  the  moft  inconfiderable  frov/n  of  ad- 
verfe  fortune  ;  fanguine  even  to  childifh  hyperbole  in 
applauding  thofe  fervants  of  the  public  who  have  prof- 
pered  in  their  undertakings  ;  clamourous  to  a  degree 
of  perfecution  againft  thofe  who  have  mifcarried  in 
their  endeavours,  without  any  inveftigation  of  merit, 
without  any  confideration  of  circumftances.  A  keen 
fenfeofthefe  vexations  peculiarities  confpiring  with 
the  fliame  of  difappointment,  an  eager  defire  of  re 
trieving  the  laurel  that  he  might  by  ibme  be  fuppofed 
to  have  loft  at  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  and  the  def- 
pair  of  finding  fuch  an  occafion,  excited  an  internal 
agitation,  which  vifibly  affeifted  his  external  frame,  and 
difordered  his  whole  conftitution,  which  was  naturally 
delicate  and  tender.  Among  thofe  who  fhared  his 
confidence,  he  was  often  feen  to  figh  ;  he  was  often 
heard  to  complain,  and  even  in  the  tranfports  of  his 
chagrin  declare,  that  he  would  never  return  without 
fuccefs,  to  be  expofed  as  other  unfortunate  comman 
ders  had  been,  to  the  cenfure  and  reproach  of  an  igno 
rant  and  ungrateful  populace.  This  tumult  of  the 
mind,  added  to  the  fatigues  of  body  he  had  undergone, 
produced  a  fever  and  dyfentery;  by  which,  for  fome 
time,  he  was  totally  difabled. 

Before  he  recovered  any  degree  of  ftrength,  he  defi-  Calh 
red  the  general  officers  to  confult  together  for  the  pub-  council 
lie  utility.     And   it  was  their  opinion,  that  the  points  of 
of  Levi  and  Orleans  being   left    in  a  proper  ftate  of 
defence,  the  reft  of  the  troops   (hould   be  conveyed  up 
the  river,  with  a  view  to  dray/  the    enemy  from    their 
prefent  fituation,  and  bring  them,  if  po/Tible,  to  an  en 
gagement.     This  meafurc,  however,  was  not  adopted, 
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BOOK  until  the  general  and  admiral  had  reconnoitered  the 
totvn  of  Quebec,  with  a  view  to  a  general  afTault,  and 
concluded  from  their  own  obfervations,  reinforced  by 
the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer,  who  was  perfectly 
v/cll  acquainted  with  the  interiors  of  the  place,  that 
fuch  an  attack  could  not  be  hazarded  with  any  prof- 
pe£t  of  fuccefs.  The  {hips  of  war,  indeed,  might 
have  filenced  the  batteries  of  the  lower  town  ;  but 
they  could  not  affedt  the  upper  works,  from  which  they 
muft  have  fuftained  conftderable  damage. 

When  we  confider  the  lituation  of  this  place,  and 
the  fortifications  with  which  it  was  fecured,  the  natu 
ral  ftrength  of  the  country  ;  the  great  number  of  vef- 
fels  and  floating  batteries  they  had  provided  for  the 
defence  of  the  river  ;  the  (kill,  valour,  fuperior  force, 
and  uncommon  vigilance  of  the  enemy;  their  nume 
rous  bodies  of  favages  continually  hovering  about  the 
ports  of  the  Englifh,  to  furprife  parties  and  harafs  de 
tachments  ;  we  mult  own  that  there  was  fuch  a  com 
bination  of  difficulties  as  might  have  difcouraged 
and  perplexed  the  moft  refolute  and  intelligent  com 
mander. 

fn  confequence  of  the  rcfolution  taken  to  quit  the 
camp  at  Montmorsnci,  the  troops  and  artillery  were 
re-embarked,  and  -landed  at  Point  Levi  :  They  after 
wards  pafTed  up  the  river  in  tranfports,  while  admiral 
Holmes  made  a  movement  with  his  Ihips,  to  amufe 
the  enemy  ported  on  the  north  lliore  :  And  the  men 
being  much  crowded  on  board,  the  general  ordered  one 
half  of  them  to  be  landed  for  refrclhment  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river.  As  no  poflibility  appeared  of  annoy 
ing  the  enemy  above  the  town,  the  fcheme  of  opera 
tions  was  totally  changed.  A  plan  was  formed  by 
the  three  brigadiers  for  conveying  the  troops  farther 
down  in  boats,  and  landing  them  in  the  night  within 
a  league  of  Cape  Diamond,  in  hopes  of  afeendinu  the 
heights  of  Abraham,  which  rife  abruptly,  with  a  fteep 
afcent,  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  that  they  might 
take  pofleiTion  of  the  ground  on  the  back  of  the  city, 
where  it  was  but  indifferently  fortified.  The  dangers 
and  difficulties  attending  the  execution  of  this  defign 
were  fo  peculiarly  difcouraging,  that  one  would  ima 
gine  it  could  not  have  been  embraced  but  by  a  fpirit 
of  enterprife  that  bordered  on  defperation.  The  ftream 
was  rapid  ;  the  fhorc  {helving  ;  the  bank  of  the  river 
lined  with  centinels  ;  the  landing-place  fo  narrow  as 
to  be  cafily  miffed  in  the  dark  5  and  the  ground  fo  dif- 
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ficult  as  hardly  to  be  furmounted  in  the  day  time,  had  CHAP, 
no  oppofition  been  expected.  If  the  enemy  had  re- 
ceived  the  leaft  intimation  from  fpy  or  deferter,  or 
even  fufpefted  the  fcheme  ;  had  the  embarkation  been 
difordered,  in  confequery:e  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
the  rapidity  of  the  river,  or  the  fhelvinefs  of  the  north 
fhore,  near  which  they  were  obliged  to  row  ;  had  one 
centinel  been  alarmed,  or  the  landing-place  much  mif- 
taken,  the  heights  of  Abraham  muft  have  been  inftant- 
ly  fecured  by  fuch  a  force  as  would  have  rendered  the 
undertaking  abortive  ;  confufion  would  have  necc/Tari- 
ly  enfued  in  the  dark ;  and  this  would  have  naturally 
produced  a  panic,  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  detachment.  Thefe  objections 
could  not  efcape  the  penetration  of  the  gallant  Wolfe, 
who,  neverthelefs,  adopted  the  plan  without  hefitation  j 
and  even  executed  it  in  perfon  ;  though  at  that  time 
labouring  under  a  fevere  dyfentery  and  fever,  which 
had  exhaufted  his  conftitution,  and  reduced  him  almoft 
to  an  extremity  of  weaknefs. 

The  previous  fteps  being  taken,  and  the  time  fixed 
for  this  hazardous  attempt,  admiral  Holmes  moved 
with  his  fquadron  farther  up  the  river,  about  three 
leagues  above  the  place  appointed  for  the  difembarka- 
tion,  that  he  might  deceive  the  enemy,  and  amufe  M. 
tie  Bougainville,  whom  Montcalm  had  detached  with 
fifteen  hundred  men  to  watch  the  motions  of  that  fqua 
dron  ;  but  the  EngJifa  admiral  was  directed  to  fail 
down  the  river  in  the  night,  fo  as  to  protect  the  landing 
of  the  forces  ;  and  thefe  orders  he  punctually  fulfilled. 
On  the  i2th  day  of  September,  an  hour  after  midnight, 
the  firft  embarkation,  confifting  of  four  complete  regi 
ments  the  light  infantry,  commanded  by  colonel  Howe, 
a  detachment  of  Higlanders,  and  the  American  grena 
diers  was  made  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  under  the  im 
mediate  command  of  the  brigadiers  Monckton  and 
Murray;  though  general  Wolfe  accompanied  them  in 
perfon,  and  was  among  the  firft  who  landed  ;  and  they 
began  to  fall  down  with  the  tide  to  the  intended  place  of 
difembarkation ;  rowing  clofe  to  the  north  more,  in  or 
der  to  find  it  the  more  eafily.  Without  any  diforder  the 
boats  glided  gently  along;  but  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
tide,  and  the^ darknefs  of  the  night,  the  boats  overfhot 
the  mark,  and  the  troops  landed  a  little  below  the  place 
at  which  the  difembarkation  was  intended*.  As  the 

*   Row  far  the  fuccefs  of  this  attemt  depended  upon  accident  may   be 
coucrived  train  the  follcwing  particular* ;— In  the  twilight  two   French 
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BOOK,  troops  landed,  the  boats  were  fent  back  for  the  feconcl 
m>  embarkation,  which  was  fuperintended  by  brigadier 

^V~>-;  Townfhend.  In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Howe,  with 
1759-  the  light  infantry  and  the  Highlanders,  afcended  the 
woody  precipices  with  admirable  courage  and  activity  ; 
and  diflodwed  a  captain's  guard,  which  defended  a  fmall 
entrenched  narrow  path,  by  which  alone  the  reft  of  the 
forces  could  reach  the  fummit.  Then  they  mounted, 
without  further  moleftation  from  the  enemy,  and  the 
general  drew  them  up  in  order  as  they  arrived.  A'lon- 
iieur  de  Montcalm  no  fooner  undcrftood  that  the  Eng- 
lifn  had  gained  the  heights  of  Abraham,  which  in  a 

ilsferters  were  carried  on  board  a  (Tiipof  war,  commanded  by  captain  Smith, 
and  lying  at  anchor  near  the  north  fhore.  They  told  him,  that  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Quebec  expected  that  night  to  receive  a  convoy  of  provifions,  fenc 
down  thi  river  in  boats,  from  the  detachment  above,  commanded  by  M. 
de  Bougainville.  Thefe  deferters  (landing  upon  deck,  and  perceiving  the 
Engliih  boats  with  the  troops  gliding  down  the  river  in  the  dark,  began  to 
fhout,and  make  a  noife,  declaring  they  were  part  of  the  expeded  convoy.  Cap 
tain  Smith,  who  was  ignorant  of  General  Wolfe's  defign,  believing  their 
affirmation,  had  actually  given  orders  to  point  the  guns  at  the  Britifh 
troops  :  when  the  general,  perceiving  a  commotion  on  board,  rowed 
along-fide  in  perfon,  and  prevented  the  difcharge,  which  would  have  alar- 
ined  the  town,  and  entirely  fruftrated  the  attempt. 

The  French  had  pofted  centries  along  (bore,  to  challenge  boats  and 
veffels,  and  give  the  alarm  occafioaally.  The  firft  boat  that  contained 
the  Engliih  troops  being  qu-ftioned  accordingly,  a  captain  of  Frafer's  regi 
ment,  who  had  i'erved  in  Holland,  and  who  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  French  language  and  cuftoms,  anfwcred  without  hefitation  to 
^ai  •vlt,  which  is  their  challenging  word,  la  France  :  Nor  was  he  at  a 
l')fs  to  anfwer  the  fecond  queftion,  which  was  much  more  particular  and 
difficult.  When  the  centinel  demanded  a  qud  regiment?  to  what  regi 
ment  ?  the  captain  replied,  dela  Reint,  which  he  knew,  by  accident,  to  beoni 
ofthofe  that  compofed  the  body  commanded  by  Bougainville  .The  foldier 
took  it  for  granted  this  was  the  expected  convoy  :  and  faying  faj/'e,  allow 
ed  all  the  boats  to  proceed  without  further  queftion  In  the  fame  manner, 
the  o;her  centries  were  deceived  ;  though  one,  more  wary  than  the  reft, 
came  running  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  called,  "  Pnurquoi  ejl  qua  ties  r.c 
far/at  flat  haunt  ?  Why  don't  you  fpeak  with  an  audible  voice  ?"  To  this 
interrogation  which  implied  doubt,  the  captain  anfwered,  with  admi 
rable  prefence  of  mind,  in  a  foft  tone  of  voice,  "  Tut  toi,  tioxs  jert»:s  enten~ 
*'  dues  !  Hufti  !  we  fhall  be  overheard  and  difcovered."  Thus  cautioned, 
the  centry  retired  without  further  altercation.  The  midfhipman  who  pi 
loted  the  firft  boat,  palling  by  the  landing  place  in  the  dark,  the  fame 
captain,  who  knew  it,  from  his  having  been  pofted  formerly  wirh  his  com 
pany  on  the  other  ude  of  the  river,  infifted  upon  the  pilot's  being  mi- 
rtaken,  and  commanded  the  rower!  to  put  afhore  in  the  proper  place,  or  at 
kail  very  near  it. 

When  general  Wolfe  landed,  and  faw  the  difficulty  of  afcending  the 
precipice,  he  faid  to  the  fame  officer,  in  a  familiar  ftrain,  "  I  don't  be- 
"  lieve  there  is  any  pofiibility  of  getting  up  ;  but  you  muft  do  your  en- 
"  deavour."  The  narrow  path  that  flanted  up  the  hill  from  the  landing- 
place,  the  enemy  had  broken  up  and  rendered  iinpaflable  by  crofs  ditches, 
befidci  the  entrenchment  at  the  tap  :  In  every  other  part  the  hill  was  fo 
fteep  and  dangerous,  that  the  foldiers  where  obliged  to  pull  themfelve;  up 
by  the  roots  anj  boughs  of  trees  growing  on  both  fides  of  the  path. 
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manner  commanded  the  town  on  its  weaken:  part,  than  c  H  ^  p 
he  refolved  to  hazard  a   battle,   and  began  his   march 


without  delay,  after   having  collected  his    whole  force 
from  the  fide  of  Beauport. 

General  Wolfe,  perceiving  the  enemy  croffing  the  Battle  of 
river  St.  Charles,  began  to  form  his  own  line,  which  Quebec. 
confifted  of  fix  battalions,  and  the  Louifoourg  grena 
diers  ;  the  right  commanded  by  brigadier  Monclcton, 
and  the  left  by  brigadier  Murray  :  To  the  rear  of  the 
left,  colon  -I  Howe  was  pofted  with  his  light  hifantry 
juft  returned  from  a  four-gun  battery,  which  they  had 
taken  without  oppofition.  M.  de  Montcalrn  advanc 
ing  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fhow  his  intention  was  to 
flank  the  left  of  the  Englifh,  brigadier  Townfhend  was 
font  thither  with  the  regiment  of  Amherft,  which  he 
formed  en  potence,  prefenting  a  double  front  to  the  ene 
my  :  He  was  afterwards  reinforced  by  two  battalions, 
and  the  referve  confifted  of  one  regiment  drawn  up 
in  eight  fub-divifions,  with  large  intervals.  The  right 
of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  half  the  colony  troops, 
two  battalions,  and  a  body  of  Canadians  and  favages  : 
Their  centre  confifted  of  a  column,  formed  by  two 
other  regular  battalions  ;  and  on  the  lefr,  one  battalion, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  colony  troops,  was  pofted  : 
The  bufhes  and  corn-fields  in  their  front  were  lined 
v/ith  fifteen  hundred  of  their  beft  markfmen,  who  kept 
isp  an  irregular  Calling  fire,  which  proved  fatal  to  ma 
ny  brave  officers,  thus  Tingled  out  for  deftruclion. 
This  fire,  indeed,  was  in  fome  meafure  checked  by  the 
advanced  pofts  of  the  Britifh  line,  who  piqueered  with 
the  enemy  for  fome  hours  before  the  battle  began. 
Both  armies  were  deftitute  of  artillery,  except  two 
fmall  pieces  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  and  a  fingle 
gun,  which  the  Englifh  feamen  had  made  fhift  to  draw 
up  from  the  landing  place.  This  was  very  well  fer- 
ved,  and  galled  their  column  feverely.  At  length, 
about  nine  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  advanced  to 
the  charge  with  great  order  and  vivacity,  though  their 
fire  was  irregular  and  ineffectual.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Britifh  forces  referved  their  fhot  until  the  French 
had  approached  within  forty  yards  of  their  line  ;  then 
they  poured  in  a  terrible  difchar^e,  and  continued  the 
fire  with  fuch  deliberation  and  fpirit,  as  could  not  fail 
to  produce  a  very  confidcrable  effect.  General  Wolfe 
was  ftationed  on  the  right,  at  the  head  of  Bragg's  re 
giment  and  the  Louifbourg  grenadiers,  where  the  at 
tack  was  moft  warm.  As  he  ftoocl  confpicuous  in  the  ^ 
VOL  .  III.  3  R 
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BOOK  front  of  the  line,  he  had  been  aimed  at  by  the  enemy's 
markfmen,  and  received  a  (hot  in  the  wrift,  which, 
'•"Y^  however,  did  not  oblige  him  to  quit  the  field.  Having 
TfaVfrench  wraPP"d  a  handkerchief  round  his  hand,  he  continued 
defeated,  giving  orders  without  the  leaft  emotion,  and  advanced 
and  general  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  with  their  bayonets  fixed, 
U  when  another  ball  unfortunately  pierced  the  breaft  of 
this  young  hero*,  who  fell  in  the  arms  of  victory,  juft 
as  the  enemy  gave  way  ;  for,  at  this  very  inftant,  eve 
ry  feparate  regiment  of  the  Britifh  army  feemed  to 
exert  itfclf  for  the  honour  of  its  own  peculiar  character. 
While  the  right  prefled  on  with  their  bayonets,  briga 
dier  Murray  brifkly  advanced  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  and  foon  broke  the  centre  of  the  enemy: 
Then  the  Highlanders,  drawing  their  broad  fwords,  fell 
in  among  them  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity,  and  drove 
them  with  great  daughter  into  the  town,  and  the 
works  they  had  raifed  at  the  bridge  of  the  river  St. 
Charles.  On  the  left  and  rear  of  the  Englifh,  the  ac 
tion  was  not  fo  violent.  Some  of  the  light  infantry 
had  thrown  themfelves  into  houfes,  where,  being  at 
tacked,  they  defended  themfelves  with  great  courage 
and  refolution.  Colonel  Howe  having  taken  poft  with 
two  companies  behind  a  fmall  copfe,  fallied  out  fre 
quently  on  the  flanks  of  the  enemy,  during  this  at 
tack,  and  often  drove  them  into  heaps  ;  while  briga 
dier  Townfhend  advanced  platoons  againft  their  front : 
So  that  the  right  wing  of  the  French  were  totally 
prevented  from  executing  their  firft  intention.  The 
brigadier  himfelf  remained  with  Amherft's  regiment, 
to  fupport  trns  difpofition,  and  to  over-awe  a  body  of 
favages,  ported  oppofitc  to  the  light  infantry,  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  Britifh 
army.  General  Wolfe  being  (lain,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Monckton  dangeroufly  wounded  at  the  head 
of  Lafcelles's  regiment,  where  he  diftinguifhed  him 
felf  with  remarkable  gallantry,  the  command  devolv 
ed  on  brigadier  Townfhend,  who  battened  to  the  cen 
tre,  and  finding  the  troops  difordered  in  the  purfuit, 
formed  them  again  with  all  poflible  expedition.  This 
necefTary  tafk  was  fcarce  performed,  when  M.  de  Bou- 

*  When  the  fatal  ball  took  place,  general  Wolfe,  finding  himfelf 
unable  to  ftand,  leaned  upon  the  Shoulder  of  a  lieutenant,  who  fat  down 
for  that  p  irpofe.  This  officer  feeing  the  French  give  way,  exclaimed, 
•«  They  run  !  they  run  !" — "  Who  run  ?"  cried  the  gallant  Wolfe, 
with  great  eagernefs.  When  the  lieutenant  replied,  "  The  French." — 
"  What!  (faid  he)  do  the  cowards  run  alitu&y  ?  then  I  die  happy.  ' 
So  faying,  the  glorious  youth  ext.irtd. 
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gainville,  with  a  body  of  two  tboufand  frefh  men,  ap-  CHAP- 
peared  in  the  rear  of  the  Englifh.     He   had  begun  his  ,  , 

march  from  Cape  Rouge  as  foon  as  he  received  in-  ir* 
telligence  that  the  Britifli  troops  had  gained  the  heights  *755' 
of  Abraham,  but  did  not  come  up  in  time  to  have  any 
fhare  in  the  battle.  Mr.  Townfhend  immediately  or 
dered  two  battalions,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to 
advance  againft  this  officer,  who  retired,  at  their  ap 
proach,  among  woods  and  fwamps,  where  general 
Townfliend  very  wifely  declined  hazarding  a  preca 
rious  attack.  He  had  already  obtained  a  complete 
victory,  taken  a  great  number  of  French  officers,  and 
was  porTeffed  of  a  very  advantageous  fituation,  which 
it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  forego.  The  French 
general,  M.  de  Montcalm,  was  mortally  wounded  in 
the  battle,  and  conveyed  into  Quebec,  from  whence, 
before  he  died,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  general  Town- 
friend,  recommending  the  prifoners  to  that  generous 
humanity  by  which  the  Britiih  nation  is  diftinguifhed. 
His  fecond  in  command  was  left  wounded  on  the  field, 
and  next  day  expired  on  board  an  Englifh  fhip,  to 
which  he  had  been  conveyed.  About  one  thoufand  of 
the  enemy  were  made  prifoners,  including  a  great  num 
ber  of  officers,  and  about  five  hundred  were  flain  on  the 
field  of  battle.  The  wreck  of  their  army,  after  they 
had  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Quebec,  retired  to  Point- 
au-Tremble,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Jaques 
Quartiers,  where  they  remained  entrenched,  until  they 
were  compelled  by  the  feverity  of  the  weather  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Trois  Rivieres  and  Mon 
treal. 

This  important  victory  was  obtained  at  the  expence  Eulcgium 
of  fifty  men  killed,  including  nine  officers;  and  ofa-^se!ur*' 
bout  five  hundred  men  wounded  ;  but  the  death  of 
general  Wolfe  was  a  national  lofs,  univerfally  lament 
ed.  He  inherited  from  nature  an  animating  fervour 
of  fentiment,  an  intuitive  perception,  an  extenfive  ca 
pacity,  and  u  pafTion  for  glory,  which  ftimulated  him 
to  acquire  every  fpccies  of  military  knowledge  that 
jftudy  could  comprehend,  that  aclual  fervice  could  il- 
luftrate  and  confirm.  This  noble  warmth  of  difpofi- 
tion  fcldom  fails  to  call  forth  and  unfold  the  liberal 
virtues  of  the  foul.  Brave  above  all  cftimation  of  dan- 
?: j'-,  he  was  aifo  generous,  gr-ruk-,  complacent,  and  hu 
mane  ;  the  pattern  of  the  oilic-r,  the  darling  of  the  fol- 
dier :  There  was  a  fublimity  In  his  genius,  which  foared 
above  the  pitch  of  ordinary  minds  i  and  had  his  la.- 
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B  o  o  K  culties  been  exercifed  to  their  full  extent  by  opportu 
nity  and  aftion  ;  had  his  judgment  been  fully  matured 

*-*"Y*^  by  age  and  experience,  he  would,  without  doubt,  have 
I759-      rivalled  in    reputation  the  moil  celebrate'd   captains  of 
antiquity. 

Surrender         Immediately    after   the   battle   of    Quebec,  admiral 

of  Quebec.  Saunders,  who,  together  with  his  fubordinatcs,  Durell 
and  Holmes,  had  all  along  co-operated  heartily  with 
the  land  forces  for  the  advantage  of  the  fervice,  fent 
up  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  with  artillery  and  -ammu 
nition  ;  and  on  the  iyth  day  of  the  month  failed  up, 
with  all  the  {hips  of  war,  in  a  difpofition  to  attack  the 
lower  town,  while  the  upper  part  fhould  be  affaulted 
by  general  Townfhcnd.  This  gentleman  had  em 
ployed  the  time  from  the  day  of  aclion  in  fecuring  the 
camp  with  redoubts,  in  forming  a  military  road  for  the 
cannon,  in  drawing  up  the  artillery,  preparing  bat 
teries,  and  cutting  off  the  enemy's  communication  with 
the  country.  On  the  lyth,  before  any  battery  could  be 
finifhed,  a  flag  of  truce  was  fent  from  the  town,  with 
propofals  of  capitulation  ;  which,  being  maturely  confi- 
dered  by  the  general  and  admiral,  were  accepted,  and 
figned  at  eight  next  morning.  They  granted  the  more 
favourable  terms,  as  the  enemy  continued  to  aflemblc 
in  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  army;  and  the  fcafon  was  be 
come  wet,  ftormy,  and  cold ;  threatening  the  troops 
with  ficknefs,  and  the  fleet  with  accident,  and  as  a  con- 
hderable  advantage  would  refult  from  taking  pofTeffion 
of  the  town  while  the  walls  were  in  a  ftate  of  defence. 
What  rendered  the  capitulation  ftill  more  fortunate  for 
the  Britilh  general,  was  the  information  he  afterwards 
received  from  deferters,  importing,  that  the  enemy  had 
rallied,  and  were  reinforced  behind  Cape  Rouge,  un 
der  the  command  of  M.  de  Levy,  arrived  from  Mon 
treal  for  that  purpofe,  with  two  regular  battalions ;  and 
that  M.  de  Bougainville,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred 
men,  with  a  convoy  of  provifions,  was  actually  on  his 
march  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  town  on  the  1 8th,  that 
very  morning  on  which  it  was  furrendered  ;  for  the 
place  was  not  then  completely  inverted,  as  the  enemy 
had  broke  their  bridge  of  boats,  and  polled  detachments 
in  very  ftrong  works,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
St.  Charles. 

The  capitulation  was  no  fooner  ratified  than  the  Bri 
tifh  forces  took  pofieffion  of  Quebec  on  the  land  fi'de, 
and  guards  were  pofted  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
topreierve  order  and  difcipline :  At  the  fame  time, 
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captain  Pallifer,  v.'ith  a  body  of  fcarncn,  entered  the  CHAP 
lower  town,  and  took  the  fame  precautions.  Next  , 
day,  about  a  thoufand  prifoners  were  embarked  on  board 
tranfports,  which  proceeded  to  France  with  the  firft  op 
portunity.  In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  came  in  great  numbers,  to  deliver  up  their 
arms,  and  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Englilh  go 
vernment.  The  death  of  Montcalm,  which  was  in 
deed  an  irreparable  lofs  to  France,  in  all  probability 
overwhelmed  the  enemy  with  confirmation,  and  con 
founded  all  their  councils ;  otherwifewe  cannot  account 
for  the  fame  furrender  of  Quebec  to  a  handful  of  troops, 
even  after  the  victory  they  had  obtained  ;  for  although 
the  place  was  not  regularly  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  and 
moft  of  the  houfes  were  in  ruins,  their  walls  and  para 
pets  had  nor  yet  fuftained  the  leaft  damage  :  The  be- 
fiegers  were  hardly  fufficient  to  complete  the  inveftiture  : 
A  frefb.  army  was  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood,  with 
which  their  communication  continued  open  :  The  fea- 
fon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  the  Britifh  forces  in  a  lit 
tle  time  muft  have  been  forced  to  defift  by  the  feveri- 
ty  of  the  weather,  and  even  retire  with  their  fleet  be 
fore  the  approach  of  winter,  which  never  fails  to  freeze 
up  the  river  St.  Laurence. 

Immediately  after  the  action  at  the  fall  of  Montmo-  Rejoicings 
renci,  General  Wolfe  had  difpatched  an  officer  to  Eng-  in  England. 
land,  with  a  detail  of  that  difafter,  written  with  fuch 
elegance  and  accuracy,  as  would  not  have  difgraced  the 
pen  of  a  Caefar.  Though  the  public  acquiefced  in  his 
conduct,  they  were  exceedingly  mortified  at  his  mif- 
carriage ;  and  this  mortification  was  the  greater,  as  he  . 
feetned  to  clefpair  of  being  able  to  ftrike  any  other  ftrokc  ' 
of  importance  for  the  accompliftiment  of  their  hope, 
which  had  afpired  at  the  abfolute  conqueft  of  Canada. 
The  firft  tranfports  of  their  chagrin  were  not  yet  fub- 
fidc-d,  when  colonel  Hale  arrived  in  the  fhip  Alcide, 
with  an  account  of  the  victory  and  furrender  of  Que 
bec  ;  which  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  peo 
ple  in  an  extraordinary  gazette.  The  joy  which  this 
excited  among  the  populace  rofe  in  proportion  to  the 
defpondence  which  the  former  had  produced  ;  all  was 
rapture  and  riot  ;  all  was  triumph  and  exultation,  ming 
led  with  the  praife  of  theall-accomplifhed  V/olfe,  v/hich, 
they  exalted  even  to  a  ridiculous  degree  of  hyperbole. 
— 'The  king  exprefTed  his  fatis  fact  ion,  by  conferring 
the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  captain  Douglas,  whofe 
fhip  brought  the  li;-£  tidings  of  this  fucc'efs  ;  and^ra- 
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BOOK,  tified  him  and  colonel  Hale  with   confiderable  prefents. 
A  day  of  foleinn  thenkfeiving  was  appointed  by  procla- 

^^Y"*"^  mation  through  all  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain. 
»759-  The  city  of  London,  the  univerfities,  and  many  other 
corporations  of  the  kingdom,  preferred  congratulatory 
addreffes  to  his  majefty.  The  parliament  was  no  foon- 
er  aflembled,  than  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  with  that  energy  of  eloquence  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  expatiated  upon  the  fuccefles  of  the  campaign, 
the  tranfcendant  merit  of  the  deceafcd  general,  the  con 
duct  and  courage  of  the  admirals  and  officers  who  affift- 
ed  in  the  conqueft  of  Quebec.  In  confequence  of  this 
harangue,  and  the  motion  by  which  it  was  fucceeded, 
the  houfe  unanimoufly  refolved  to  prefent  an  addrefs, 
deiiring  his  majefty  would  order  a  monument  to  be 
erected  in  Weftminfter-Abhey  to  the  memory  of  ma 
jor-General  Wolfe  ;  at  the  fame  time,  they  pafTed  an 
other  refolution,  that  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  fhould  be 
given  to  the  furviving  generals  and  admirals  employed 
in  the  glorious  and  fuccefsful  expedition  to  Quebec. 
Teftimoniesof  this  kind,  while  they  reflect  honour  upon 
the  character  of  the  nation,  never  fail  to  animate  indi 
viduals  to  a  fpirited  exertion  of  their  talents  in  the  fer- 
viceof  the  public. 

The  people  of  England  were  fo  elevated  by  the  afto- 
nifhing  fuccefs  of  this  campaign,  which  was  alfo  prof- 
perous  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  that  far  from  ex- 
prefling  the  Jeaft  fenfe  of  the  enormous  burdens  which 
they  bore,  they,  with  a  fpirit  peculiar  to  the  Bdtifh 
nation,  voluntarily  raifed  large  contributions,  to  pur- 
chafe  warm  jackets,  ftockings,  {hoes,  coats,  and  blan 
kets,  for  the  foldiers  who  were  expofed  to  the  rigours 
of  an  inclement  fky  in  Germany  and  America.  But 
they  difplayed  a  more  noble  proof  of  unreftrained  be 
nevolence  extended  even  to  foes.  The  French  minif- 
try,  ftraitened  in  their  finances,  which  were  found 
fcarce  fufficient  to  maintain  the  war,  had  facrificed  their 
duty  to  their  king,  and  every  fentiment  of  companion 
for  his  unhappy  fubjects,  to  a  thirft  of  vengeance,  and 
fanguinary  views  of  ambition.  They  had  withdrawn 
the  ufual  allowance  from  their  fubjects  who  were  de 
tained  prifoners  in  England  ;  and  thofe  wretched  crea 
tures,  amounting  in  number  to  near  twenty  thoufand, 
were  left  to  the  mercy  of  thofe  enemies  whom  their 
fovereign  had  taken  fuch  pains  to  exafnenite.  The 
allowance  with  which  they  were  indulged  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  effectually  feeured  them  from  the  hor- 


GEORGE        II.  495. 

rors  of  famine;  but  frill  they  remained  deftitute  of  other  CHAP, 
conveniences,  and  particularly  expofed  to  the  miferies 
of  cold  and  nakednefs.  The  generous  Englim  beheld 
ihefe  forlorn  captives  with  fentiments  of  fympathy  and 
compaffion :  They  confidered  them  as  their  fellow 
creatures  and  brethren  in  humanity,  and  forgot  their 
country  while  they  beheld  their  diftrefs.  A  confidera- 
ble  fubfcription  was  raifed  in  their  behalf ;  and,  in  a 
few  weeks,  they  were  completely  clothed  by  the  cha 
rity  of  their  Britifh  benefactors.  This  beneficent  exer 
tion  was  certainly  one  of  the  nobleft  triumphs  of  the 
human  mind,  which  even  the  moft  inveterate  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  cannot  but  regard  with  reverence  and 
admiration. 

The  city  of  Quebec  being  reduced,  together  with 
great  part  of  the  circumjacent  country,  brigadier 
Townfhend,  who  had  accepted  his  commiflion  with 
the  exprefs  provifo  that  he  fhould  return  to  England 
at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  left  a  garrifon  of  five  thou- 
fand  effective  men,  victualled  from  the  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  brigadier  Murray;  and  embarking 
with  admiral  Saunders,  arrived  in  Great  Britain  about 
the  beginning  of  winter.  As  for  brigadier  Monckton, 
he  was  conveyed  to  New- York,  where  he  happily  re 
covered  of  his  wound. 
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BOOK        IV. 


C  H  A  P.     I. 


•j    ir.    the    Eaft  Indies Madras  beficged- 

Succefs  of  the  Britifo  arms — • — French  defeated 

Ivlafulipatain  and  Surat   taken Brttijb  defeated 

at  wandewajh — i — 'French  fleet  defeated HcftUi- 

ties  with   the  Dutch— — wandnuajb  taken ^Ge 
neral  Lally  defeated— — <Arcot  reduced. 


B  O  9  K  "T7T7HILE  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  triumphed  in 
\  \     Eurone  and    America,  her    intereft   was   not 
t-**Y"s"<'  fufFered  to  languifh  in  other  parts  of  the  world.     This 
I"59-      was  the  feafon  of  ambition  and  aftivity,  in  which  every 
EaVln-  feParate  armament,  every  diftindl  corps,  and  every  in 
dies,  dividual   officer,  feemed  to  exert  themfelves  with  the 
mofb  eager  appetite  for  glory.     The  Eaft  Indies,  which 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,    had  been  the  thea 
tre  of  operations  carried  on  with  various  fuccefs,  exhi 
bited   nothing  now  but  a  fucceflion  of  trophies  to  the 
Englifh  commanders.      The  Indian  tranfactions  of  the 
laft  year  we  interrupted  at  that  period  when  the  French 
general,  Lally,  was  employed   in  making  preparations 
for  the  fiege  of  Madras.       In  the  month  of  October  he 
had  marched  into  Arcot  without  opposition;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  December,  he  advanced  towards  Msdras. 
On  the  1 2th,  he  marched  over  Choultry  plain,  in  three 
divisions,  cannonaded  by  the  Englifh  artillery  with  con- 
fu'erable   tffedi:,    and    took    pelt    at  Egmore    and    St. 
Thome.     Colonel  Laurence,  who  commanded  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Madras,  retired  to  the  ifland,  in  order  to  pre 
vent  the  enemy  from  taking  pcfiellion  of  the  Ifland- 
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bridge,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  the  pofts  to  be  c  H  A 
occupied  in  the  Black-town  or  fuburbs  of  Madras.  In 
the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  enemy  marching  with 
their  whole  force  to  attack  this  place,  the  Englifh  de- 
tachments  retreated  into  the  garrifon,  and  within  the 
hour  a  grand  fally  was  made,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Draper,  a  gallant  officer,  who  fignalized  him- 
felf  remarkably  on  this  occaiion.  He  attacked  the  re 
giment  of  Lorraine  with  great  impetuofity;  and,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  cut  them  off,  had  they  not  been 
fuftained  by  the  arrival  of  a  frefh  brigade.  After  a  ve 
ry  warm  diipute,  in  which  many  officers,  and  a  good 
number  of  men,  were  killed  on  each  fide,  colonel  Dra 
per  was  obliged  to  retreat,  not  altogether  fatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  his  grenadiers.  As  the  garrifon  of  Ma 
dras  was  not  very  numerous,  nothing  further  was  at 
tempted  on  their  ficle  without  the  works.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  enemy  ufed  all  their  diligence  in  creeling  bat 
teries  againft  the  fort  and  town,  which  being  opened  oa 
the  6th  day  of  January,  they  maintained  a  continued 
difcharge  of  fhot  and  fhells  for  twenty  days,  advancing 
their  trenches  all  the  time  under  cover  of  this  fire,  un 
til  they  reached  the  breaft  of  this  glacis.  There  they 
erected  a  battery  of  four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  opened 
it  en  the  laft  day  of  the  month  ;  but  for  five  days  fuc- 
ceflively  they  were  obliged  to  clofe  their  embrazures, 
by  the  fuperior  fire  of  the  fort,  and  at  length  to  abandon 
it  entirely;  neverthelefs,  they  ftill  maintained  a  fevere 
fire  from  the  firft  grand  battery,  which  was  placed  at 
the  diftance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  de 
fences.  This  artillery  was  fo  well  ferved,  as  to  difable 
twenty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  three  mortars,  and  effecl 
an  inconfiderable  breach.  Perhaps  they  might  have 
had  more  fuccefs,  had  they  battered  in  breach  from  the 
beginning ;  but  M.  Lally,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
inhabitants,  had  cruelly  bombarded  the  town,  and  de- 
rnolifhed  the  houfes  :  He  was,  however,  happily  difap- 
pointed  in  his  expectation  by  the  wife  and  refolute  pre 
cautions  of  governor  Pigot ;  by  the  vigilance,  conduct 
and  bravery  of  the  colonels  Laurence  and  Draper,  fe- 
conded  by  the  valour  and  activity  of  major  Brereton, 
and  the  fpirit  of  the  inferior  officers.  The  artillery  of 
the  garrifon  was  fo  well  managed,  that  from  the  5th 
day  of  February,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  gradually  de- 
creafed  from  twenty-three  to  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  ne 
verthelefs,  they  advanced  their  fap  along  the  lea-fide, 
fo  as  to  embrace  entirely  the  north- eaft  angle  of  the  co- 
VOL.  Ill  3  S 
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BOOK  vered  way,  from  whence  their  mufquetry  drove  the  be- 
fiegcd.     They  iikewife  endeavoured  to  open  a  paffage 

<v-X^''>ta*/  into  the  ditch  by  a  mine,  but  fprung  it  fo  injudicioufly, 
75^'  that  they  could  make  no  advantage  of  it.  As  it  lay  ex- 
poled  to  the  fire  of  feveral  cannon.  While  thefe  ope 
rations  were  carried  on  before  the  town,  major  Gail- 
laud,  with  a  body  of,  fepoys,  {bine  of  the  country  horfe, 
and  a  few  Europeans,  drawn  from  the  Englifh  garri- 
fons  of  Trichcnapally  and  C'hingalaput,  hovered  at  the 
d iila nee  of  a  few  mile?,  blocking  up  the  roads  in  i'uch 
a  manner,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged,  four  feveral 
tin  LS,  to  fend  large  detachments  againft  him,  in  order 
to  op.:ii  the  communication  :  Thus  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege  was  in  a  great  ineafure  retarded.  On  the  loth 
day  of  February,  in  the  evening,  the  Queenborough 
i'hip  of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Kempenfeldt,  and 
the  company's  fhip  the  Revenge,  arrived  in  the  road 
of  Madras,  with  a  reinforcement  of  fix  hundred  men 
belonging  to  colonel  Draper's  regiment,  and  part  of 
them  Wcis  immediately  difembarked.  From  the  begin 
ning  of  the  fiege,  the  enemy  difcovered  a  backward- 
nefs  in  the  fervice  very  unfuitable  to  their  national  cha 
racter.  They  were  ill  fupplied  by  their  cominifTaries 
and  contractors:  They  were  clifcouraged  by  the  obfti- 
nate  defence  of  the  garrifon,'  and  all  their  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  vanifned  at  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement.  Af- 
j"°e  tcr  a  brifk  fire,  they  raifed  the  fiege  that  very  night, 
abandoning  forty  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  having  deftroy- 
ed  the  povvder-miils  at  Ogmore,  retreated  to  the  terri 
tory  of  Arc.. 

-.1  mortification  of  Lally  are  ftrongly  marked  in  the 
f;;l  lowing  intercepted  letter  toM.  ds  L:gret,  dated  from  the  camp  before 
Madras. 

"  A  good  blow  might  be  (truck  here  ;  there  h  a  <hip  in  the  road,  of 

twenty  guns,  la-ien  with  all  the  riches  of  Madras,   which  it  is  faid  will 

remaia  there  till  the  2oth.     The  Expedition  is  juft  arrived,   but  M.  Gor- 

lin  is  not  a  man  to  attack  her ;  for  ihe  has   made  him  run  away  once  be- 

i  ,.e.     The  Briftol,  on  the  other  haad,  did  but  juft  make  her  appearance 

before  St.  Thomas,  and  on  the  vague  report  o!:  thirteen  (hips  coming  fiorn 

Porto-Novo,  (he  took  i:  the  provifions  with  which 

iadeo,  me  would  not  ttay  long  enough  even  to  take  on  board 

-r  o\vn  gur,5,  which  fne  had  lent  us  for  the  fie^e. 

"  If  t  was  the  judge  of  the  point  of  honour  of  the  company's  officers, 
I  v.ould  break  him  like  glafs,  as  w^ll  as  forr.e  others  of  them. 

"  The  tidelle,  or  the  Harlem  or  even  the  aforefaid  Briftol,  with  her 
twelve  guns  reftored  to  her,  would  be  fafficient  to  make  themfelves  ma- 
Lrigliihiriip,  if  they  couid  manage  fo  as  to  get  to  windward  of 
her  in  the  night.  Maugendre  and  Tremillier  are  faid  to  be  good  men,  and 
were  they  employed  only  to  tranfpOrt  two  hundred  wounded  men  that  w; 
iiave  Leve,  thsir  fervice  would  be  of  importance. 
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Mr.  Lally  having  weakened  his  forces  that  were  at  c  H  A  p 
Mafulipatarn,  under  the  conduit  of  the  Marquis  de 
Conflans,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  army  with  which  " 
he  undertook  the  fiege  of  Madras,  the  rajah  of  Vila- 
napore  drove  the  French  garrifon  from  Vizaga- 
patam,  and  hoifted  Englifli  colours  in  the  place.  The 
marquis  having  put  his  troops  in  motion  to  revenge 
this  infult,  the  rajah  folicitcd  fuccour  from  colonel 
Clive  at  Calcutta  ;  and  with  the  confent  of  the  council, 
a  body  of  troops  was  fent,  under  the  command  of  co 
lonel  Forde,  to  his  afliflance.  They  confifted  of  five 
hundred  Europeans,  including  a  company  of  artillery, 
and  fixteen  hundred  feapoys,  with  about  fifteen  pieces 
of  cannon,  one  howitzer,  and  three  mortars.  The 
forces  of  Conflans  were  much  more  confiderable.  On 
the  2Oth  day  of  October,  colonel  Forde  arrived  at 
Vizagapatam,  and  made  an  agreement  with  the  rajah, 
Who  promifed  to  pay  the  expenfe  of  the  expedition  as 

"  We  remain  ftill  in  the  fame  pofition  :  The  breach  made  thcfe  fifteen 
days,  all  the  time  within  fifteen  toifes  of  the  wall  of  the  place,  and  ne 
ver  holding  up  our  heads  to  look  at  it. 

"  I  reckon  we  ihall,  on  our  arrival  at  Pondicherry,  endeavour  to  learn 
fome  other  trade,  for  this  of  war  requires  too  much  patience. 

"  Of  one  thoufar.d  five  huudred  feapoys  which  attended  our  army,  I 
reckon  nuir  eight  hundred  arc  employed  upon  the  road  to  Pondicherry,  la 
den  with  lugar,  pepper,  and  other  goods  ;  and  as  for  the  Coulis,  they  are 
all  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  firft  day  we  came  here. 

"  I  am  taking  my  meafures  from  this  day  to  fet  fire  to  the  Black-town, 
and  to  blow  up  the  powder-mills. 

"  You  will  ncvsr  imagine  that  fifty  French  defe.rters,  and  one  hundred 
Svvifs,  are  actually  flopping  the  progvefs  of  two  thoufandmen  of  the  king's 
and  company's  troops,  which  are  ftill  here  exifting,  notwithstanding  the 
exaggerated  accounts  that  every  one  makes  here,  according  to  his  own  fan 
cy,  of  the  {laughter  that  has  been  maJe  of  them  ;  and  you  will  be  ftill 
more  furprifcd,  if  I  tell  yovi,  that,  were  it  not  for  the  two  combats  an! 
four  battles  we  fultained,  and  for  the  batteries  which  failed,  or,  to  fpealc 
more  properly,  which  w,jre  unfkiHally  made,  we  fhould  not  have  loft 
fifty  men,  from  the  commencement  of  the  fiege  to  this  day.  I  have  writ 
ten  to  M.  de  Larchc,  that  if  he  perfifb  in  not  coming  here,  let  who  will 
raife  money  upon  the  Poleagers  for  me,  I  will  not  do  it  ;  and  I  renounce 
(as  I  informed  you  a  month  ago  I  would  do)  meddling  directly  or  indirect 
ly  with  any  tiling  whatever  that  may  have  relation  to  your  administration, 
whether  civil  or  military.  For  I  had  rather  go  and  command  the  Caffres 
of  Madagal car  than  retrain  in  thi?  Sodom  ;  which  it  is  impoffible  but  the 
fire  oftheEnglifh  muft  deilroy  fooner  or  later,  even  though  that  from  Hea 
ven  (hould  not. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  "cc. 

"  Signed,  LALLY. 

"  -P.  5.  I  think  it  neceffary  to  apprife  you,  that  as  M.  de  Soupire  has. 
refufed  ro  take  upon  him  the  command  of  this  army,  which  I  have  ofl-'er- 
f.lto  him,  p.nd  which  he  is  empowered  to  accept,  by  having  received  from 
the  court  a  duplicate  of  my  cornmiffion,  you  muft  of  neceffity,,  together 
with  the  council  take  it  upon  you.  For  my  part,  I  undertake  cn!y  to, 
l-.ing  it  h.ick  either  to  Arcot  or  Saclraftc.  Send,  t.her.:forj,  ycur  orders,  or 
come  yourfelves  to  command  it ;  ierl  ihall  quit  it  upon  my  arrival  thare»'* 
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BOOK  foon  a"  hsfhould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  Rajamumiry,  a 
lv-        large  town  and  fort  poflefied   by  the  French.     It  was 

^""V^  ftipulated  that  he  fhould  have  ail  the  inland  country 
1759-  belonging  to  the  Indian  powers  in  the  French  intercft, 
and  at  prefent  in  arms  ;  and  that  the  Englifh  company 
ihould  retain  all  the  conquered  fea-coaft  from  Vizaga- 
tapam  to  Mafulipatam.  On  the  firft  of  November, 
colonel  Forde  proceeded  on  his  march,  and  on  the 
3d  joined  the  rajah's  army,  confiding  of  between  three 

TheF-crch  anc*  ^our  thoufand  men.     On  the  3d  of  December  they 

<Je;«red.  came  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  near  the  village  of  Tallapool : 
But  the  French  declining  battle,  the  colonel  determi 
ned  to  draw  them  from  their  advantageous  fituation,  or 
march  round,  and  get  between  them  and  Rajamundry. 
On  the  yth,  before  day-break,  he  began  his  inarch, 
leaving  the  rajah's  forces  on  their  ground  ;  but  the 
enemy  beginning  to  cannonade  the  Indian  forces,  he, 
at  the  requefc  of  the  rajah,  returned  and  took  them  under 
his  protection.  Then  they  marched  together  to  the 
village  of  Golapcol,  and  halted  a  fin  all  plain  about 
three  miles  from  their  encampment.  About  nine  he 
formed  the  line  of  battle.  About  ten  the  enemy  were 
drawn  up,  and  began  the  cannonade.  The  firing  on 
both  fides  having  continued  about  forty  minutes,  the 
enemy's  line  advanced  to  the  charge  with  great  refolu-. 
tion,  and  were  fo  warmly  received,  that  after  feveral 
fpirited  effort?,  at  eleven  they  gave  xvay,  and  retreated 
in  ciforder  towards  Rajamundry.  During  this  con 
flict,  the  rajah's  forces  ftood  as  idle  fpe&ators  ;  nor 
could  their  horfe  be  prevailed  upon  to  purfue  the  fugi 
tives.  This  victory  coil  the  Englifh  forty-four  Euro 
peans  killed  and  wounded,  including  two  captains  and 
three  lieutenants.  The  French  loft  above  three  time 
the  number,  together  with  their  whole  camp,  baggage, 
thirty-two  pieces  of  cannon!  and  all  their  ammunition., 
A  great  number  of  black  forces  fell  on  both  fides. 
The  rr.arqius  de  Gonflans  did  not  remain  at  Rajamun 
dry,  but  proceeded  to  Mafulipatam  ;  while  captain 
Knox,  with  a  detachment  from  the  Engiifh  army,  took 
poiTefiion  of  the  fort  of  Rajamundry,  which  is  the  ha- 
rier  2nd  key  to  the  country  of  Vizagapatam.  This 
was  delivered  to  the  rajah  on  his  paying  the  expence 
of  the  expedition  ;  and  Captain  Knox  being  detached 
with  a  battalion  of  feapoys,  took  poficffion  of  the 
French  factory  at  Narfipore.  This  was  alfo  the  fate 
of  a  fmall  fort  at  Coucate,  which  furrendered  to  cap 
tain  Maclean,  after  having  made  an  obfiinate  defence* 
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In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  French  army  of  ob-  CHAT, 
fervation   made   {hilt   to   retake   Rajamundry,     where        *• 
they  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  money,  baggage,  ^"V^ 
and  effects  belonging  to  Englifh  officers. 

Colonel  Forde  advancing  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mafulipatam,  the  marquis  de  Confians  with  his  forces 
retired  within  the  place,  which  on  the  yth  day  of  March 
was  inverted.  ^  By  the  feventh  of  April  the  amunition 
of  the  bcfiegers  being  almoft  expended,  col.  Forde  de 
termined  to  give  the  aiTault,  as  two  breaches  were  al 
ready  made,  and  made  his  difpofition  accordingly.  The 
attack  was  begun  in  the  night,  and  the  aflailants  arriv 
ed  at  the  ditch  before  they  were  difcovered.  But  here 
they  underwent  a  terrible  difcharge  cf  grape  {hot  and 
and  mufquetry  ;  notwithstanding  -which  they  entered 
the  breaches,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  baftion  to  baf- 
tion.  At  length,  the  marquis  de  Confians  fent  an  offi-  MafuHps- 
cer  to  demand  quarter  for  the  garrifon,  which  was  tam  taken 
granted  as  foon  as  he  ordered  his  men  to  ceafe  firing. 
Thus  with  about  three  hundred  and  forty  European 
foldiers  a  handful  of  feamen,  and  feven  hundred  of 
feapoys,  colonel  Forde  took  by  afiault  the  ftrong  to-*-n 
ofMafuHpatam,  garrifoned  by  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  Europeans,  two  thoufand  and  thirty-nine  cafFrees, 
to  pafTes,  and  feapoys  ;  and  here  he  found  above  one 
hundred  anJ  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  great  quan 
tity  of  ammunition.  Salabatzing,  thefubah  of  Decan, 
perceiving  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh.  here  as  well  as  at 
.Madras  being  fick  of  his  French  alliance  and  in  dread 
of  his  brother  Nizam  Alice,  who  had  fet  up  a  feparate 
intereft,  and  taken  the  field  againft  him,  made  advances 
to  the  company,  with  which  he  forthwith  concluded  a 
treaty  to  following  effect. — u  The  whole  of  the  circar 
cf  Mafulipatam  {hall  be  given  to  the  Englifh  company. 
Salabatzing  will  not  fuffer  the  French  to  have  a  fettie- 
mcnt  in  this  country,  nor  keep  them  in  his  fervice  nor 
give  them  any  affiflancc.  The  Englifh,  on  their  part, 
•will  not  affift,  nor  give  protection  to  the  fubah's 
enemies.*'  In  a  few  days  after  Mafulapatam  was  re 
duced,  two  {hips  arrived  in  the  road,  with  a  reinforce 
ment  of  four  hundred  men  to  the  marquis  de  Confians ; 
but  undemanding  the  fate  of  the  place,  made  the  beft 
cf  their  way  to  Ganjam. 

The  merchants  rending  at  Surat  finding  themfelves 
expofe«l  to  numbcrlcfs  dangers,  and  every  fpecies  of 
oppreflion,  by  the  Sidee  who  commanded  the  caftle,  on 
one  hand,  by  the  governor  of  the  city  on  the  ether,  and 
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BOOK  by  the  Mahrattas,  who  had  a  claim  to  a  certain 

[V<       of  the  revenue,  made  application  to  the  Englifh  prefi- 
^"Y*^  dency  at  Bombay,  defiring  they  would  equip  an  expe- 
Sunt59'      dition  for  taking  poffeffion   of  the   caftle   and    Tanka, 
taken.         ?nd  fettle  the    government  of  the  city  upon   Pharafs 
Cawn,  who  had  been  naib  or  deputy-governor  under 
Meah  Atchund,  and  regulated  the  police   to  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  the  inhabitants.     The  prefidency   embraced 
the  propofal  :  Admiral  Pococke  fpared  two  of  his  fhips 
for  this  fervice.     Eight  hundred  and  fifty  men,  artillery 
and  infantry,  with   fifteen  hundred   feapoys,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Richard  Maitland,  of  the  royal 
regiment   of  artillery,   were   embarked    on   board  the 
company's  armed  vefFels  commanded  by  captain  Wat- 
fon,  who  failed  on  the  gth  day  of  February.     On   the 
I5th  they  were  landed  on  a  place  called   Dentiioury, 
about  nine  miles  from  Surat  ;  and  here  they  were  en 
camped  for  refreshment.     In  two  days   he  advanced  a- 
gainft  the  French  garden,  in  which  a  confiderable  num 
ber  of  the  Sidee's  men  were    pofted,  and   drove  'them 
from  thence,  after  a  very  obflinate  difpute.     Then  he 
creeled  a  battery,  from  which  he  battered  the   wall  in 
breach  ;  but  this  method  appearing  tedious,   he  called 
a  council  of  war,  compofed  of  the  land  and  fea  officers,  and 
laid  before  them  the  plan  of  a  general  attack,  which  was 
accordingly  executed  next  morning.     The  company's 
grab,  and  the  bomb-ketches,  being  warped  up  the  river 
in  the  night,  were  ranged  in  a  line  of  battle   oppofite 
to  the  Bundar  which  was  the  ftrongeft  fortification  that 
the  enemy  poffefled  ;  and  under  the  fire  of  thefe,  the 
troops  being  landed,  took  the  Bundar  by  afTault.     The 
outward   town  being  thus  gained,  he   forthwith  began 
to  bombard  the  inner  town  and  caftle  with  fuch  fury, 
that  next  morning  they  both  furrendered,  on  condition 
ef  being  allowed    to  march  out  with  their  effecls  ;  and 
captain    Maitland  took  pofleflion  without  further  dif 
pute.     Meah  Atchund  was  continued  governor  of  Su 
rat,  and  Pharafs    Cawn  was  appointed  naib.     The   ar 
tillery  and  ammunition  found  in  the  caftle  were  fecured 
for  the   company,     until    the    mogul's    pleafure  was 
known  ;  and  in  a  little  time  a  phirmaund,  or  grant  ar 
rived  from  Delhi,  appointing   the    Englifh    company 
admiral  to  the  mogul  ;  fo  that  the  {hips  and  {lores  be 
longed  to  them  of  courfe,  as  part  of  the  Tanka  ;  and 
they  were  now  declared  legal  poflefTors    of  the  caftle. 
This  conqueft,  which  coft  about  two  hundred  men,  in 
cluding  a  few  officers,  was  atchieved  with  fuch  expedU-- 
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tion,  that  captain  Watfon  returned  to  Bombay  by  the  c  HjA  p- 
^th  day  of  April. 

The  main  body    of  the  Englilh   forces,  which  had 
been  centered  a  Madras,  for   the  prefervaHon   of  that 
important  fettlement,  took  the  field  after  the  fiege  was 
raifed,  and  poflelTed  themfelves  of  Conjeveram,  a  place 
of  great  confequence,  which,  with  the    fort  of   Schen- 
gelpel,  commanded  all  the  adjacent  country,  and  fecu- 
red  the  Britifh  pofTeflions  to  the   northward.     M.  Lal- 
ly,  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  poft,  took  the  fame 
route,  in  order  todiflodge  them  ;  but  finding  all  his  at- 
temps  ineffectual,  he  retired  towards  Wandewafti,  where 
his  troops  were  put  into  quarters  of  cantonment.     No 
other  operations  enfued  till    the  month  of  September, 
when  major  Brereton,  who   commanded    the   Englifh 
forces,    being  joined   by  major    Gordon,  with    three 
hundred  men  of  colonel   Cooce's  battalion,  refolved  to  ^f^/d  « 
attack  the  enemy   in   his  turn.     On  the    I4th   day  ofwar.de- 
the  month  he  began  his    march    from   Conjeveram    for  v/aftl« 
Wandewafh,  at  the  head   of  four  hundred   Europeans. 
feven  thoufand  fjapoys,  feventy    European,  and   three 
hundred  black  horfe,  with  fourteen  pieces   of  artillery. 
In  his  march  he  inverted  and  took  the  fort  of  Trivitar, 
from  whence  he  proceeded    to  the  village   of  Wande 
wafh,  where  the  French,  to  the  number  of  one  thou- 
fand,  were  ftrongly  encamped  under  the  guns    of  a  fort 
commanded  by  a  rajah,  mounting  twenty  cannon,  un 
der  the  direction  of  a  French  gunner.     On  the    30th 
day  of  September,  the  Englifli,  at  two  in  the  morning, 
attacked  die  village  in  three  different  places,  and  drove 
them  from  it,  after  a  very  obftinate  difpute  ;  but   this 
advantage  they  w^re  not  able  to  maintain.     The   black 
pioneers  ran  away  during    the  attack,  fo   that  proper 
traverfes  could  not  be  made  in  the  ftreets  ;  and,  at  day 
break,  the  fort  poured  in  upon  them  a  prodigious   dii- 
charge  of  grape-mot  with  a  confiderable  effect.     The 
enemy  had  retired  to  a  dry  ditch,  which   ferved   as  an 
entrenchment,  from  whence  they  made  furious    fallies  ; 
and  a  body  of  three  hundred  European  horfe   were   al 
ready  in  motion,  to  fall  upon  and  complete  their  confu- 
fion.     In  this  emergency,  they  retired  in  diforder,  and 
might  have  been  entirely  ruined,  had  not  the   body   of 
referve    effectually     covered  their    retreat  ;  yet     this 
could  not  be  effected  without  the  lofs  offeveral  officers, 
and  above   three   hundred   men    killed   and  wounded, 
After  this  mortifying  check,  they  encamped  a  few  days 
iu  fight  of  the  fort,  and  the  rainy  feafon  letting  in,  re- 
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BOOK  turned  to  Conjeveram.     The  fort  of  Wandcwafh  was 
.J  afterwards  garrifoned  by  French  and    feapoy?,  and    the 

""Y^     other  forces  of  the  enemy  were  afTembled  by  brigadier- 
general  de  BufTy  at  Arcot. 

The  French  During  thefe  tranfacYions  by  land,  the  fuperiority  at 
Jdn£ld  by  fea  was  fti!l  deputed  between  the  Englifh  and  French 
Poiock.;.  admirals.  On  the  1  ft  day  of  September,  vice-admiral 
Pococke  failed  from  Madras  to  the  fouthward,  in  queft 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  next  day  defcried  the  French  fleet, 
coufffting  of  fifteen  fail,  iranding  to  the  northward. 
He  forthwith  threw  out  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace, 
and  flood  towards  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry ; 
but  the -wind  abating,  he  could  not  approach  near 
enough  to  engage.  During  the  three  fucceeding  days 
he  ufcd  his  utmof!:  endeavours  to  bring  them  to  battle, 
which  they  dill  declined,  and  at  laft  they  difappeared, 
Ke  then  directed  his  courfe  to  Pondicherry,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  they  were  bound  to  that  harbour  ;  and 
on  the  8th  day  of  the  month  perceived  them  ftanding 
to  the  fouthward  ;  but  he  could  not  bring  them  to  an 
engagement  till  the  loth,  when  M.  d'Apche,  about 
two  in  the  aiternoon,  made  the  fignal  for  battle,  and  the 
cannonading  began  without  further  delay.  The  Bri- 
tifh  fquadron  did*  not  exceed  nine  {hips  of  the  line  i 
the  enemy's  fleet  confided  of  eleven  ;  but  they  had  ftill 
a  greater  advantage  in  number  of  men  and  artillery.  Both 
fquadrons  fought  with  great  impetuofity  till  about  ten 
minutes  after  four,  when  the  enemy's  rear  began  to 
give  way  ;  this  example  was  foon  followed  by  their 
centre,  and  finally  the  van,  with  the  whole  fquadron, 
bore  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft,  with  all  the  canvas  they 
could  fpread.  The  Britifh  fquadron  was  fo  much  da 
maged  in  their  mafts  and  ringing,  that  they  could  not 
purfue;  fo  that  M.  d'Apche  retreated  at  his  leifure  un- 
molefted.  On  the  I5th,  admiral  Pococke  returned  to 
Madras,  where  his  fquadron  being  repaired  by  the 
26th,  he  failed  a<*ain  to  Pondicherry,  and  in  the  road 
fa\v  the  enemy  lying  at  anchor  in  line  of  battle.  The 
wind  being  off  fiiore,  he  made  the  line  of  battle  a-head, 
and  for  fome  time  continued  in  this  fituation.  At 
length  the  French  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  came 
forth  ;  but  inilead  of  bearing  down  upon  the  Enc;lifh 
fquadron,  which  had  fallen  to  leeward,  he  kept  clofe 
to  the  wind,  and  ftretched  away  to  the  fouthward.  Ad 
miral  Pococke  finding  him  averfe  to  another  engage 
ment,  and  his  own  fquadron  being  in  no  condition  to 
purfue,  he,  with  the  advice  of  his  captains,  defifted, 
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and  meafured    back   his    courfe  to  Madras.     On  the  c  H  A  p< 
iide  of  the    Engliih,  above  three   hundred    men  were  ,  , 

killed  in  the  engagement,  including  captain  Michie,  ^^ 
who  commanded  the  Newcaft'e,  captain  Gore  cf  the 
marines,  two  lieutenant?,  a  mafter,  gunner,  and  boat- 
fwain  :  The  captains  Somerfet  and  Brereton,  with 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  were  wounded,  and 
many  of  the  {hips  confiderably  damaged.  The  lofs  of 
the  enemy  muft  have  been  much  more  considerable; 
becaufe  the  Englifh  in  battle  always  fire  at  the  body  of 
the  (hip  ;  becaufe  the  French  fquadron  was  crowded 
with  men  ;  becaufe  they  g:ive  way,  and  declined  a  fe-  „, 
cond  engagement  ;  and  finally,  becaufe  they  now 
made  the  bcft  of  their  way  to  the  ifland  of  Mauritius, 
in  order  to  be  refitted,  having  on  board  general  Lal- 
ly,  and  fome  other  officers.  Thus  they  left  the  Eng- 
lifh  mailers  of  the  Indian  coaft  ;  a  fuperiority  ftill 
more  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  rear-admiral  Cor- 
nifh,  with  four  fhips  of  the  line,  who  had  fet  fail  from 
England  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  joined  ad 
miral  Pococke  at  Madras  on  the  1 8th  day  of  Oclo- 
ber. 

The  French  were  not  the  only  enemies  with  whom  Hoftilitfca 
the  Englifh  had  to  cope  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  The  great 
extenfion  of  their  trade  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  had 
excited  the  envy  and  avarice  of  the  Dutch  factory,  who 
pollefled  a  ftrong  fort  at  Chinchura,  on  the  river  of  Ben 
gal  ;  and  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  engrofs  the  whole  falt-pe- 
tre  branch  of  commerce.  They  had,  without  doubt,  tam 
pered  with  the  new  nabob,  or  fubah,  who  lay  under  fuch 
obligations  to  the  Engliih,  and  probably  fecured  his 
connivance.  Their  fcheme  was  approved  by  the  go 
vernor  of  Batavia,  who  charged  himfelf  with  the  exe 
cution  of  it;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  chofe  the  opportu 
nity  when  the  I>iitim  fquadron  had  retired  to  tlv.  coaft 
of  Malabar.  On  pretence  of  reinforcing  the  Dutch 
garrifons  in  Bengal,  he  equipped  an  armament  of  feven 
fhips,  having  on  board  five  hundred  European  troops, 
and  fix  hundred  Malayefe,  under  the  command  of  co 
lonel  Ru'llel.  This  armament  having  touched  at  Ne- 
tr.'.p-Uam,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  and  arrived  in  the  river 
of  Bengal  about  the  beginning  of  October.  Colonel 
Clive,  who  then  refided  at  Calcutta,  had  received  in 
formation  of  their  defign,  which  he  was  refolved,  at  all 
events,  to  defeat.  He  complainqfl  to  the  fubah,  who, 
upon  fuch  application,  could  not  decently  refufe,  an 
order  to  the  director  and  council  of  Hughley,  implying, 
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BOOK  that  this  armament  fhould   not  proceed   up  the  river, 
The   colonel,  at  the   fame  time,   fent  a  letter  to  the 


Dutch,  commodore,  intimating,  that  as  he  had  received 
intimation  of  their  defign,  he  could  not  allow  them  to 
land  forces,  and  march  to  Chinchura.  In  anfvver  to 
this  declaration,  the  Dutch  commodore,  whofe  whole 
Pieei:  had  not  vet  arrived,  affured  the  Endifh  comman- 

*  .  ^ 

der  that  he  had  no  intention  to  fend  any  forces  to 
Chinchura  ;  and  begged  liberty  to  land  fome  of  his 
troops  for  refrefhment  ;  a  favour  that  was  granted, 
on  condition  that  they  (hould  not  advance.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  fubah's  order,  and  his  own  engagement 
to  this  effect,  the  reft  of  the  fhips  were  no  fooner  ar 
rived,  than  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Tannah-fort,  where  his  forces  being 
difembarked,  began  their  march  to  Chinchura. 
In  the  mean  time,  by  way  of  retaliating  the 
affront  he  pretended  to  have  fuftained,  in  being  de 
nied  a  paffage  to  their  own  factory,  he  took  feveral 
{mail  veflels  on  the  river  belonging  to  the  Englifh 
company;  and  the  Calcutta  Indiaman,  commanded  by 
captain  Wilfon,  homeward-bound,  failing  down  the 
river,  the  Dutchman  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  if 
he  prefumed  to  pafs  he  would  fink  him  without  fur 
ther  ceremony.  The  Englifh  captain  feeing  them  run 
out  their  guns,  as  if  really  refolved  to  put  their  threats 
in  execution,  returned  to  Calcutta,  where  two  other 
India  fhips  lay  at  anchor,  and  reported  his  adventure 
to  colonel  Clive,  who  forthwith  ordered  the  three  fhips 
to  prepare  for  battle,  and  attack  the  Dutch  armament. 
The  {hips  being  properly  manned,  and  their  quarters 
lined  with  falt-petre,  they  fell  down  the  river,  and 
found  the  Dutch  fquadron  drawn  up  in  line  qf  battle, 
in  order  to  give  them  a  warm  reception,  for  which 
indeed  they  feemed  well  prepared  :  For  three  of  them 
were  mounted  with  thirty-fix  guns  each  ;  three  of 
them  with  twenty-fix,  and  the  feventh  carried  fixteen. 
The  duke  of  Dorfet,  commanded  by  captain  Forrefter, 
being  the  firft  that  approached  them,  dropped  anchor 
clofe  to  their  line,  and  began  the  engagement  with  a 
broadfide,  which  was  immediately  returned.  A  dead 
calm  unfortunately  intervening,  this  fingle  fhip  was  for 
a  confiderable  time  expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  a  fmall  breeze  fpringing  up,  the  Calcutta 
and  the  Hardwicke  advanced  to  her  aiuftance,  and  a 
fevere  fire  was  maintained  on  both  fides,  till  two  of  the 
Dutch  {hips,  flipping  their  cables,  bore  away,  and  a 
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third   was   driven   afliore.       Their    commodore   thus  CHAP. 
weakened,  after  a  few  broadfides,   ftruck    his    flag  to 
captain  Wilfon,  and  the  other  three   followed  his  ex-  ^"""Y"*"1'' 
ample.     The  victory  being  thus  obtained,  without  the      17"~'-'' 
lofs  of  one  man  on    the  fide  of  the    Englifh,  captain 
Wilfon  took  poffeffion  of  the  prizes,  the  decks  of  which 
were  ftrewed  with  carnage,  and  fent  the  prifoners  to  co 
lonel  Clive,  at  Calcutta.     The  detachment   of  troops 
which  they  had  landed,  to  the  number  of  eleven  hun 
dred  men,  was  not  more   fortunate   in    their  progrefs. 
Colonel  Clive  nofooner  received  intelligence  that  they 
were  in   full  march   to  Chinchura,  than    he   detached 
colonel  Forde,  with  five  hundred  men,   from  Calcutta, 
in  order  to  oppofe,  and    put  a   flop   to  their  march  at 
the  French  gardens.     He  accordingly  advanced  to  the 
northward,  and    entered  the    town  of  Chandernagore, 
where  he   fuftained  the  fire  of  a  Dutch  party,  fent  out 
from  Chinchura  to  join  and  conduct  the  expected  re 
inforcement.     Thefe  being  routed  and   difperfed,  after 
a  fhort  action,  colonel  Forde  in  the  morning  proceeded 
to  a  plain  in  the   neighbourhood  of  Chinchura,  where 
he  found  the  enemy  prepared  to   give    him    battle,  on 
the  25th  day  of  November.     They  even   advanced  to 
the   charge   with  great  refolution   and   activity  ;    but 
found  the  fire  of  the  Englifti  artillery  and  battalion  fo 
intolerably   hot,   that  they   foon  gave    way,  and  ,were 
totally  defeated.     A  confiderable  number  were  killed, 
and  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  furvived  the  action 
were    taken    prifoners.       During    this     conteft,     the 
nabob,   at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army,  obferved  a 
fufpicious  neutrality  ;  and  in   all  likelihood  would  have 
declared  for  the  Dutch,  had  they  proved   victorious,  as 
he  had  reafon  to  believe   they,  would,   from  their  great 
fuperiority  in  number  ;  but   fortune    no  fooner  deter 
mined  in  favour  of  the  Englifti,  than  he  made  a  tender 
of  his  fervice  to  the  victor,  and  even  offered  to  reduce 
Chinchura  with    his   own    army.     In    the  mean  time, 
propofals  of  accommodation  being  fent  to  him  by  the 
directors  and  council  of  the  Dutch  factory  at  Chinchura, 
a  negociation   enfued,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded  to 
the  fatisfadtion  of  all    parties.     Above  three   hundred 
of  the  prifoners  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Great  Bri 
tain  ;  the  reft  embarked  on  board   their  {hips,  which 
were  reftored  as  foon  as  the    peace  was  ratified,  and  fet 
out  on  their  return  for   Batavia.     After  all,   perhaps, 
the  Dutch  company  meant  nothing   more  than   to  put 
their  factory  of  Chinchura  on  a  more  refpectable  foot- 
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°O  K  ing  ;  and,  by  Acquiring  greater  weight  and  confequence 
j^_  _j  among  the  people  cf  the  country  than  they  formerly 
po/Teffed,  the  more  eafily  extend  their  commerce  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  At  any  rate,  it  will  admit  of  a  dif- 
pute  among  tlrofe  who  profefs  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations,  whether  the  Dutch  company  could  be  juftly 
debarred  the  privileds*e  of  fending  a  reinforcement  to 
their  o\vn  garrifons.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  fhips  were 
not  reftored  until  the  factory  at  Chinchura  had  given 
fccurity  to  indemnify  the  Engliih  for  the  damage  they 
had  fuftained  on  this  occafion. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh  company  was  ftill  more 
confpicuous  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  The  go 
vernor  and  council  of  Madras  having  received  infor 
mation,  that  the  French  general  Lally  had  fent  a  de 
tachment  of  his  army  to  the  fouthward,  taken  Syring- 
ham,  and  threatened  Trichenapally  with  a  fiege,  it  was 
determined  that  colonel  Coote,  who  had  lately  arrived 
from  England,  fhould  take  the  field,  and  endeavour  to 
make  a  diverfion  to  the  fouthward.  He  accordingly 
began  his  march  at  the  head  of  feventeen  hundred  Eu 
ropeans,  including  cavalry,  and  three  thoufand  blacks, 
with  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  one  howitzer.  On 
SSfbT*  the  27th  day  of  November,  he  inverted  the  fort  of 
colonel  Wandewafli ;  having  made  a  practicable  breach,  the 
Cojte.  garrifon,  confiding  of  near  nine  hundred  men,  furren- 
flered  prifoners  of  war  ;  and  he  found  in  the  place 
forty-nine  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  great  quantity  of 
ammunition.  Then  he  undertook  the  fiege  of  Caran- 
goly,  a  fortrefs  commanded  by  colonel  O'Kennely,  £t 
the  head  of  one  hundred  Europ:aris,  and  five  hundred 
ieapoys.  In  a  few  days  he  difmounted  the  greater  part 
of  their  guns  ;  and  they  fubmitted,  on  condition  that  the 
Europeans  fhould  be  allowed  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war  ;  but  the  feapoys  were  difarmed,  and 
difmifled. 

General  Lally,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  this  brave 
vigilant,  ami  enterprifing  officer,  aflembled  ail  his  for 
ces  at  Arcot,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand  two  hun 
dred  Europeans,  including  horfc,  three  hundred  cafFrts, 
2nd  ten  thoufand  black  troops,  or  feapoys,  with  fivc- 
and-twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  Of  thefe  he  afiumed 
G'  .-.I  *^e  cornnr-ind  in  perfon;  and  on  the  JOth  day  of  Janu- 
L::'v  dc-  arv  began  his  march,  in  order  to  recover  V/andewafh, 
Colonel  Coote,  having  received  intelligence  on  the 
1 2th,  that  he  had  taken  poflcffion  of  Cor.jcveram,  en 
deaVcured  by  a  f-jixcd  march  to  Waadewaffe,  invefted 
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the  fort  without  delay.     The  Englifh  commander  paf-  CHAP. 
led  the  river  Palla,   in  order  to  follow  the   fame  route  ; 


and,  on  the  2ift  clay  of  the  month,  underftanding  that 
a  breach  was  already  made,  refolved  to  give  them  bat 
tle  without  further  delay.  The  cavalry  being  formed, 
and  fupportcd  by  five  companies  of  feapoys,  he  advan 
ced  againft  the  enemy's  horfe,  which  being  at  the  fame 
time  galled  by  two  piece  of  cannon,  retired  with  pre 
cipitation.  Colonel  Coote,  having  taken  poffeflion  of 
a  tank  which  they  had  occcupied,  returned  to  the  line, 
which  was  by  this  time  formed  in  order  of  battle. 
Seeing  the  men  in  high  fpirits,  and  eager  to  engage, 
he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  advance,  and  by  nine 
in  the  morning  they  were  within  two  miles  of  the  ene 
my's  camp,  where  they  halted  about  half  an  hour. 
During  this  interval,  the  colonel  reconnoitered  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  French  forces,  who  were  very  advanta- 
geoufly  pofted,  and  made  a  movement  to  the  right, 
which  obliged  them  to  alter  their  rlifpofition.  They 
now  advanced,  in  their  turn,  within  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  Englifh  line,  and  the  cannonading  began 
with  great  fury  on  both  fides.  About  noon,  their  Eu 
ropean  cavalry  coming  up  with  a  refolute  air  to  charge 
the  left  of  the  Englifh,  colonel  Coote  brought  up  fome 
companies  of  feapoys,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
fuftain  the  horfe,  which  were  ordered  to  oppofe  them, 
and  thefe  advancing  on  their  flank,  difturbed  them  fo 
much,  that  they  broke,  and  were  driven  by  the  Englifh 
cavalry  above  a  mile  from  the  left,  upon  the  rear  of 
their  own  army.  Mean  while,  both  lines  continued 
advancing  to  each  other,  and  about  one  o'clock,  the 
firing  with  fmall  arms  began  with  great  vivacity.  One 
of  the  French  tumbrils  being  blown  up  by  an  acciden 
tal  fhot,  the  Englifh  commander  took  immediate  ad 
vantage  of  their  confufion.  Reordered  major  Brere- 
ton  to  wheel  Draper's  regiment  to  the  left,  and  fall 
upon  the  enemy's  flank.  This  fervice  was  performed 
with  fuch  refolution  and  fuccefs,  that  the  left  wing  of 
the  French  was  completely  routed,  and  fell  upon  their 
centre,  now  clofely  engaged  with  the  left  of  the  Eng 
lifh.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  their  whole  line  gave 
way,  and  fled  towards  their  own  camp,  which  perceiv 
ing  themfelves  clofely  purfued,  they  precipitately  aban 
doned,  together  with  twenty-two  pieces  cf  cannon. 
In  this,  engagement  they  loft  about  eight  hundred  men 
killed  and  wounded,  befides  about  "fifty  prifoners,  in 
cluding  brigadier-general  de  Bufly,  the  chevalier  Go- 
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phy,  three  captains,  five  lieutenants,  and  fome  other  of- 
ficers.     On  the  fide  of  the  Englifh,  two  hundred   and 
fixty-two  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  among  the  for 
mer    the   gallant   and  accomplifhed    major    Brereton, 
whofe  death  was  a  real  lofs  to  his  country. 
'~he  pro-         General    Lally   having  retreated  with   his    broken 
\.aceof  Ar-  troops  to  Pondicherry,  the  Baron  de   V^afferot  was  de- 

cot  reduced.         ,      .  i        i       /-  1  •  1  i        r      i 

taened  towards  the  lame  place,  with  a  thouiand  horfe 
and  three  hundred  feapoys,  to  ravage  and  lay  wafte  the 
French  territory.  In  the  mean  time,  the  indefatigable 
colonel  Coote  undertook  the  fiege  of  Chilliput,  which, 
in  two  days,  was  furrendered  by  the  chevalier  de 
Tilly,  himfelf  and  his  garrifon  remaining  prifoners  of 
war.  Such  alfo  was  the  fate  of  Fort  Timmery,  which 
being  reduced,  the  colonel  profecuted  his  march  to 
Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  province,  againft  the  fort  of 
which  he  opened  his  batteries  on  the  5th  day  of  Fe 
bruary.  When  he  had  carried  on  his  appro-aches  with 
in  fixty  yards  of  the  creft  of  the  glacis,  the  garrifon, 
confifting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  and 
near  three  hundred  feapoys,  furrendered  as  prifoners  of 
war  ;  and  here  the  Englifh  commander  found  two-and- 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  four  mortars,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  all  kinds  of  military  ftores.  Thus  the 
campaign  was  glorioufly  finifhed  with  the  conqueft  of 
Arcot,  after  the  French  army  had  been  routed  and 
ruined  by  the  diligence  of  colonel  Coote,  whofe  cou 
rage,  conduft,  and  activity  cannot  be  fufficiently  ad 
mired.  The  reader  will  perceive,  that,  rather  than  in 
terrupt  the  thread  of  fuch  an  interefting  narration,  we 
have  ventured  to  incroach  upon  the  annals  of  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixtv. 


GEORGE      II, 


CHAP.     II. 


State  of  the  war  in  Europe French  defeated  at  M'rn- 

den King  ofPruffia  totally  defeated  at  Cunnerfdorf 

' Two  of  his  generals  taken  with  their  whole  armies 

Bankruptcy  of  France Tranfaftions  with  the 

Dutch Death  of  the  king  of  Spain Punijhment 

of  the  Portuguese  confpirators Proceedings  in  par 
liament— —A<^  in  favour  of  earl  Marifchal  Keith. 


'AVING     thus    followed    the    Britifh   banners  C 
through  the  glorious  tracts  they  purfued    in  dif 
ferent  parts  of  Afia  and  America,  we  muft  now  convert 
our  attention  to  the   continent   of   Europe,  where  the  „ 

-i-.        i-n  •  i  r          r     t  •  r  .  ,,   State  of 

Engliih  arms,  in  the  courie  or  this  year,  triumphed  the  War  in 
with  equal  luftre  and  advantage,  But  firft  it  may  be  Europe, 
neceffary  to  Iketch  out  the  fituations  in  which  the  bel 
ligerent  powers  were  found  at  the  clofe  of  winter.  The 
viciflitudes  of  fortune  with  which  the  preceding  cam 
paign  had  been  checquered,  were  fufficient  to  convince 
every  potentate  concerned  in  the  war,  that  neither  fide 
poflelled  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  ftrcngth  or  conduct  as 
was  requifite  to'  impofe  terms  upon  the  other.  Battles 
had  been  fought  with  various  fuccefs;  and  furprifmg 
efforts  of  military  fkill  had  been  exhibited,  without  pro 
ducing  one  event  which  tended  to  promote  a  general 
peace,  or  even  engender  the  leaft  defire  of  accommoda 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  firft  and  moft  violent  tranf- 
ports  of  animofity  had  by  this  time  fubfidedinto  a  con 
firmed  habit  of  deliberate  hatred,  and  every  contending 
power  feemed  more  than  ever  determined  to  protract 
thedifpute,  while  the  neutral  ftakcs  kept  aloof,  without 
expreffing  •  the  leaft  dt-fire  of  interpofing  their  media 
tion.  Some  of  them  were  restrained  by  confiderations 
of  conveniency,  and  others  waited  in  fufpence  for  the 
death  of  the  Spanifh  monarch,  as  an  event  which  they 
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BOOK  imagined  would  be  attended  with  very  important  con- 
'  feq  u cnces  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe.     With    ref- 

pedl  to  the  maintenance  of  the  war,  whatever  difficul 
ties  might  have  arifen  in  fettling  funds  to  fupport  the 
expence,  and  finding  men  to  recruit  the  different  armies, 
certain  it  i?,  all  thefe  difficulties  were  furmounted  be 
fore  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  The  court  of  Vien 
na,  though  hampered  by  the  narrownefs  of  finances,  ft  ill 
found  refources  in  the  fertility  of  its  provinces,  in  the 
number  and  attachment  of  its  fubjects,  who,  more  than 
any  other  people  in  Europe,  acquiefce  in  the  difpoii- 
tions  of  their  fovereign  ;  and,  when  pay  cannot  be  af 
forded,  willingly  contribute  free  quarters  for  theTubfif- 
tence  of  the  army.  The  czarina,  though  (he  compiain- 
ed  that  the  ftipulated  fubfidics  were  ill  paid,  neverthe- 
lefs  perliftrd  in  purfaing  thofe  favourite  aims  which  had 
for  fome  time  influenced  her  cor.dudl  ;  namely,  her 
perfonal  animofity  to  the  king  of  Fruilia,  and  her  de- 
lire  of  obtaining  a  permament  intereft  in  the  German 
empire.  Sweden  (till  made  a  fliow  of  hoftility  againft 
the  Pruffian  monarch,  but  continued  to  fl umber  over 
the  engagements  fhe  had  contracted.  France,  exhauft- 
ed  in  her  finances,  and  abridged  of  her  marine  com 
merce,  maintained  a  rcfolute  countenance,  tupplied 
frefh  armies  for  her  operations  in  Weflphalia,  projecl- 
ed  new  fchemes  of  conqueft,  and  cajoled  her  allies  with 
fair  promifes,  when  fhe  had  nothing  more  folid  to  be- 
ftow.  The  king  of  Prufiia's  dominions  were  generally 
drained,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  but,  to  balance 
thefe  difodvantages,  he  kept  poffeflion  of  Saxony,  and 
enjoyed  his  annual  fubiidy  from  Great  Britain,  which 
effectually  enabled  him  to  maintain* his  armies  on  a  ref- 
pe&able  footing,  and  open  the  campaign  with  equal 
eagernefs  and  confidence. 

The  Hanoverian  army,  commanded  by  prince  Fer 
dinand  of  Brunfwick,  was  ftrengthened  by  frefh  rein 
forcements  from  England,  augmented  with  German  re 
cruits,  regularly  paid,  and  well  fupplied  with  every 
comfort  and  convenience  which  foreiight  could  fuggeft, 
or  money  procure  ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions 
that  could  betaken,  they  were  cut  off  from  fome  re 
fources  which  the  French,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  opened  to  themfeves,  by  a  flagrant' ftroke  of  per 
fidy,  which  even  the  extreme  neceflities  of  a  campaign 
can  hardly  excufe.  On  the  2d  day  of  January,  the 
French  regiment  of  Naflau  prefenting  itfelf  before 
the  gates  of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  a  neutral  Imperial 
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city,  and  demanding  a  paflage,  it  was  introduced,  and  CHAP. 
conducted  by  a  detachment  of  the  garnfon  through  the 
city,  as  far  as  the  grtteof  Saxen-hauftn,  where  it  unex-  ^"Y"^ 
pecledly  halted,  and  immediately  diiarmed  the  guards.  l759' 
Before  the  inhabitants  could  recover  from  theconfterna- 
tion  into  which  they  were  thrown  by  this  outrageous 
infult,  five  other  French  regiments  entered  the  place, 
and  here  their  general,  the  prince  de  Soubife,  eftab- 
iiflitrd  his  head  quarters.  How  deeply  foever  this  vio 
lation  of  the  laws  of  the  empire  might  be  refented  by 
all  honeft  Germans,  who  retained  affection  for  the  con- 
ftitutions  of  their  country,  it  was  a  ftep  from  which  the 
French  army  derived  a  very  manifeft  and  important 
advantage;  for  it  fecured  to  them  the  courfe  of  the 
Maine  and  the  Upper  Rhine  ;  by  which  they  received, 
without  difficulty  or  danger,  every  fpecies  of  fupply 
from  Mentz,  Spire,  Worms,  and  even  the  country  of 
Alface  ;  while  it  maintained  their  communication  with 
the  chain  formed  by  the  Auftriaa  forces  and  the  army  of 
the  empire. 

The  fcheme  of  operations  for  the  enfuing  campaign 
was  already  formed  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and 
prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  ;  and  before  the  armies 
took  the  field,  feveral  fkirmifhes  were  fought,  and 
quarters  furprifed.  In  the  latter  end  of  February,  the 
prince  of  Yfembourg  detached  major-general  Urfr, 
with  four  battalions  and  a  body  of  horfe,  who,  afTem- 
bling  at  Rhetenbourg,  furprifed  the  enemy's  quarters 
in  the  night  between  the  ift  and  2d  day  of  March,  and 
drove  them  from  Hirchfield,  Vacha,  and  all  the  Heffian 
bailiwicks  of  which  they  had  taken  poffeflion  i  but  the 
Auftrians  foon  returning  in  greater  numbers,  and  be 
ing  fupported  by  a  detachment  of  French  troops  from 
Franckfort,  the  allies  fell  back  in  their  turn.  In  a 
few  days,  however,  they  themfclves  retreated  again 
with  great  precipitation,  though  they  did  not  all  efcape. 
The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  with  a  body  of 
Pruffian  huflars,  fell  upon  them  fuddenly  at  Molrich- 
{ladt  where  he  routed  and  difperfed  a  regiment  of 
Hohenzollern  cuirafliers,  and  a  battalion  of  the  troops 
ofWurtzburg.  He  next  day,  which  was  the  ift  of 
April,  advanced  with  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot  to  Mein- 
ungen,  where  he  found  a  confiderable  magazine,  took 
two  battalions  prifoners,  and  furpriled  a  third  polled  at 
Wafunggn,  after  having  defeated  fome  A uftrian  troops 
that  were  on  the  march  to  its  relief.  While  the  here 
ditary  prince  was  thus  employed,  the  duke  of  Holftein, 
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BOOK  with  another  body  of  the  confederates,  diflodged  the 

IV-        French  from  the  poft  of  Freyinftenau. 
^V^**'       But  the  great  object  was  to  drive   the   enemy   from 
»759-      Franckfort,  before  they  fliould    receive    the  expected 
diiiandde-'  reinforcements.     Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwiclc,  be- 
feated  at     ino;  determined  upon  this  enterprize,  affembled    all  his 
Eergen.       forces   near   Fulda,  to  the   amount  of  forty  thcufand 
choice  troops,  and  began  his  march  on  the  loth  day  of 
April.     On  the  1 3th  he  came  in  fight  of    the   enemy, 
whom  he  found  ftrongly  encamped  about  the   village  of 
Bergen,  between  Franckfort  and  Hanau.     Their    ge 
neral,  the  duke  de  Broglio,  accounted  one   of  the  beft 
officers  in  France  with  refpect  to  conduct  and    intrepi 
dity,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  prince's  defign, 
occupied  this  poft  on  the  I2th,  the  right  of  his  army  be 
ing  at   Bergen,  and  his    centry  and  flanks  fecured   in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  allies  could  not  make  their  at 
tack  any  other  way  but  by  the  village.     Notwithftand- 
ing  the  advantage  of  their  fituation,  prince  Ferdinand 
refolved  to  eive  them  battle,   and  made  his   dilpofitions 
accordingly.     About  ten  in  the  morning  the  grenadiers 
of  the  advanced  guard  began  the  attack  on    the  village 
of  Bergen  with    great   vivacity,  and   fuftained   a  moft 
terrible  fire  from  eight  German  battalions,  fupported  by 
feveral  brigades  of  French  infantry.     The  grenadiers  of 
the  allied  army,  though  reinforced  by  feveral  battalions 
under  the  command  of  the   prince   of  Yfembourg,    far 
from  diflodging  the  enemy  from  the  village,  were,  after 
a  veary  obftinate  difpute,  obliged  to  retreat  in  fome  dif- 
order,  but  rallied  again  behind  a  body  of  Heffian  caval 
ry.     The  allies  being  repulfed  in  three  different  attacks, 
their  general  made  a  new  difpofition,  and  brought  up 
his  artillery,  with  which  the  village  and  different  parts 
of  the  French   line   were   feverely   canonaded.     They 
were  not  flow  in  retorting  an  equal  fire,  which  continu 
ed  till  night,  when  the  allies   retreated  to   Windeken, 
with  the  lofs  of  five  pieces  of  cannon,   and  about   two 
thoufand  men,  including  the  prince  of  Yfemboure,  who 
fell  in  the  action. 

The  French,  by  the  nature  of  their  fituation,  could 
not  fuffer  much  ;  but  they  were  fo  effectually  anmfed 
by  the  artful  difpofition  of  prince  Ferdinand,  that,  in- 
ftcad  of  taking  meafures  to  harafs  him  in  his  retreat, 
they  carefully  maintained  their  fituation,  cpprehenfive 
of  another  general  attack.  Indeed,  they  had  great  rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  ifilte  of  this  battle,  without 
rifking,  in  any  meafure,  the  advantage  which  they  had 
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gained.  It  was  their  bufir.efs  to  remain  quiet,  until  c  H  A  p- 
their  reinforcement  fliould  arrive,  and  this  plan  they  i^^i 
invariably  purfued. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  allies,  in  confequence  of  their 
mifcarriage,  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  acting  up 
on  the  defenfi  ve,  and  encountering  a  great  number  of 
difficulties  and  inconveniencies,  during  great  part  of 
the  campaign,  until  the  mifconduct  of  the  enemy  turned 
the  fcale  in  their  favour.  In  the  meantime,  the  prince 
thought  proper  to  begin  his  retreat  in  the  night  to 
wards  Fulda,  in  which  his  rear  fuffered  confidera- 
bly  from  a  body  of  the  enemy's  light  troops,  under 
the  command  of  M.  de  Blaifel,  who  furprifed  two 
iquadroris  of  dragoons,  and  a  battalion  of  grenadiers. 
The  firft  were  taken  or  difperfed  ;  the  laft  efcaped 
\viththelofs  of  their  baggage.  The  allied  army  return 
ed  to  their  cantonments  about  Munfter,  and  the  prince 
began  to  make  preparations  for  taking  the  field  in  ear- 
neft. 

While  the  French  enjoyed  plenty  in  the  neighbour-  infpettorof 
hood  of  DufTcldorp  and  Crevelt,  by  means  of  the  forage. 
Rhine,  the  allies  laboured  under  a  death  and  fcarcityof 
every  fpecious  of  provifion,  becaufe  the  country  which 
they  occupied  v/as  already  exhaufted,  and  all  the  fup- 
plies  were  brought  from  an  immenfe  diftance.  The 
iingle  article  of  forage  occafioned  fuch  enormous  ex- 
pence,  as  alarmed  the  adminiftration  of  Great  Britain,  • 
who,  in  order  to  prevent  mifmanagement  and  fraud 
tor  the  future,  nominated  a  member  of  parliament  in- 
Ipector-general  of  the  forage,  and  fenthim  over  to 
Germany  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  the  rank 
and  appointments  of  a  general  officer,  that  the  import 
ance  qf  his  character,  and  the  nature  of  his  office,  might 
be  a  check  upon  thole  who  were  fufpected  of  iniqui 
tous  appropriations.  This  gentleman  is  faid  to  have 
met  with  fuch  a  cold  reception,  and  fo  many  mortifi 
cations  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  that  he  was  in  a 
very  little  time  fick  of  his  employment.  An  enquiry 
into  the  caufes  of  his  reception,  and  of  the  practices 
which  rendered  it  neceflary  to  appoint  fuch  a  fuperin- 
tendant,  may  be  the  province  of  fome  future  hiftorian, 
when  trooth  may  be  inveftigated  freely,  v/ithout  any 
spprehenfion  of  pains  and  penalties. 

While  great  part  of  the  allied  army  remained  in  can-  pr;nce  Fer, 
toaments  about   Munfter,  the  French   armies  on   the  dinana  re- 
Upper  and  Lower  Rhine,  being  put  in  motion,  join- trea:s- 
ed  on  the  3<1  day  of  June  near  Marpurg,  under  the 
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BOOK  command  of  the  marefchal  de  Contades,  who  advanced 
!V        to  the  northward,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Cor- 
**~Y**>  bach  ;  from  whence  he  detached  a   body  of  light  troops 
J759-      to  take  poffeffion  of  Caff.1,  which  at  his  approach  was 
abandoned  by  general  Imhcff.     The  French  army  be 
ing  encamped  at  Stadtberg,  the   duke  tie  Broglio,  who 
commanded  the  right  wing,  advanced  from  Caflel  into 
the  territories  of  Hanover,  where  he  occupied  Gottengen 
without  oppofition  >  while  the   allied    army    aflembled 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lipftadt,  and  encamped  about 
Sorlt  and  VVerk.     Prince  Ferdinand,  funding  himfelf 
inferior  to  the  united  forces  of  the  enemy,  was  obliged 
to  retire  as  they    advanced,    after  having,  left   ftrong 
garrifons  in  Lipftadt,  Retberg,  Munfter,  and  Minden. 
Thefe  precautions,  however,  feemed  to   produce  little 
effect  in  his  favour.     Retberg   was   furprifed    hy   the 
duke  de  Broglio,  who  likewiie  took  Minden  by  affault, 
and  made  general  Zaftrow,  with  his  garrifon  of  fifteen 
hundred  men,  prifoners  of  war  ;  misfortune  confidera- 
bly  aggravated  by  the  lofs  of  an  immenfe  magazine   of 
hay  and  corn,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
They  likewifemade  themfelves  mailers  of  Munfter,  in 
verted  Lipftadt,  and   ail  their  operations  were   hitherto 
crowned  with  fuccefs.    The  regency  of  Hanover,  alarm 
ed  at  their  progrefs,  refolved   to  provide  for  the  worft, 
by  fending  their  chancery  and  moft  valuable  effects  to 
Stade,  from  whence,  in  cafe  of  nccelfity  they  might  be 
conveyed  by  fea  to  England.     In  the  mean   time,  they 
exerted  all  their  induftry  in  prefling  men  for  recruiting 
and  reinforcing  the  army  under  prince  Ferdinand,  who 
ftill  continued  to   retire;  and  on  the  nth  day  of  July, 
removed  his  head-quarters  from  Ofnabruck  to  Bomte, 
near  the  Wefer.     Here   having  received  advice  that 
Minden  was  taken  by  the  French,   he  fent    forwards  a 
detachment  to  Iccure  the  poftof  Stoltznau  on  that  river, 
\vhere  on  the  I5th  he  encamped. 

Animofity        The  general  of  the  allied  army  had  for  fome  time  ex- 
between      hibited  marks  of  animofity  towards  lord  George  Sack- 
dLandand"  v^e>  the  lecond  in  command,  w'nofe  extenfive  under- 
lord  Gee.     {landing,  penetrating  eye,  and  inquifitive  fpirit,  could 
Sa;kville.    neither  be  deceived,  dazzled,  nor  foothed  into  tame  ac- 
quicfctrnce.     He  had  oppofed,  with  all  his  influence,   a 
defign  of  retiring    towards  the  frontiers  of  Brunfwick, 
in  order  to  cover  that  country.     He  fupported   his  op 
pofition,  by  alledging,  that  it  was  the  enemy's  favour 
ite  object  to  cut  off  their  communication  with  the  We 
fer  and  the  Elbe ;  in  which,  ihould   they   fucceed,  it 
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would  be  found  impoffible  to  tranfport  the  Britifh  troops  CHAP- 
to  their  own  country,  which  was  at  that  time  threatened 
with  invafion.     He,  therefore,  iniifted  upon  the  army's  ^-'"v^-' 
retreating,  fo  as  to  keep  the  communication  open  with     *759' 
Stade,  where,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  the  Englifh  troops 
might  be  embarked.     By   adhering  tenaciouily  to  this 
opinion,  and   exhibiting  other   initances   of  a   prying 
difpofition,  he  had   rendered  himfelffo  difugreeable  to 
the  commander  in    chief,  that,  in    all   appearance,  no 
thing  was  fo  eagerly  deli  red  as  an    oppoi  tunity  of  re 
moving  him  from  the  itation  he  filled. 

Mean  while,  the  French  general,  advancing  to 
Minderi,  encamped  in  a  ftrpng  iitu:;tion,  having  that 
town  on  his  right,  a  fteep  hill  on  his  lett,  a  morafs  in 
front,  and  a  rivulet  in  rear.  The  duke  de  Broglio  com 
manded  a  feparate  body  between  Hanfbergen  and  Min- 
den,  on  the  other  iide  of  the  Wefer  ;  and  a  third,  un-  Battk  of 
der  the  duke  de  Briffac,  conlifhr.g  of  eight  thoui'and  Minden. 
men,  occupied  a  itroag  poft  by  tfu  village  of  Coveldt, 
to  facilitate  the  route  of  the  convoys  from  Paderborn. 
Prince  Ferdinand  having  moved  his  camp  from  Stcltz- 
nau  to  Peterfhagen,  detached  the  hereditary  prince  on, 
the  aBth  day  of  July  to  Lubelce,  from  whence  he  drove 
the  enemy  $  and  proceeding  to  Rimi.il,  was  joined  by 
major-general  Dreves,  wlio  had  retaiceu  Ufnabruck, 
and  cleared  all  that  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy's  par 
ties  :  Then  he  advanced  towards  Herverden,  and  fix 
ed  his  quarters  at  Kirchlinnegcr,  to  hamper  the  ene 
my's  convoys  fom  Paderborn.  During  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  prince  Ferdinand  marched  with  the  allied  army 
in  three  columns  from  Peterihagen  to  Hille,  where  it 
encamped,  having  a  morafs  on  the  right,  the  village  of 
JVedewalde  on  the  left,  and  in  front  thofe  of  Northem- 
mern  and  Holtzenhaufen.  Fifteen  battalions,  and 
nineteen  fquadrons,  with  a  brigade  of  heavy  artillery, 
were  left  under  the  command  of  general  Wangenhemi 
on  the  left,  behind  the  village  of  Docienhaufen,  which 
was  fortified  with  fome  redoubts  defended  by  two  bat 
talions.  Colonel  Luckner,  with  the  Hanoverian  huf- 
fars,  and  a  brigade  of  hunters,  fuftained  by  two  batta 
lions  of  grenadiers,  was  pofted  between  Buckebourg 
and  the  Wefer,  to  obferve  the  body  of  troops  command 
ed  by  the  duice  of  Broglio  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

On  the  laft  day  of  July,  the   marefchal  de    Contades  French  de- 
refolving  to  attack    the  allied  army,  ordered  the   corps  feated- 
of  Broglio  to  repafs   the  river  ;  advancing  in  eight  co 
lumns,  about  midnight  pafied  the  rivulet  of  Barta,  that 
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BOOK  runs  alon?  the  morafs,  and  falls  into  the  Weier  at  Min- 

1\T 

.  den.     At  day-break    he  formed    his  anr.y  in   order  of 

^V^*1  battle,  part  of  it  fronting  the  corps  of  general  Wangen- 
hcim  at  Dodenhaufen,  and  part  of  it  facing  Hille  ;  the 
two  wings  confuting  of  infantry,  and  the  cavalry  being 
ftationcd  in  the  centre.  At  three  in  the  morning  the  ene 
my  began  to  cannonade  the  prince's  quarters  at  Hille 
from  a  battery  of  fix  cannon,  which  they  had  raifed  in 
the  preceding  evening  on  the  dyke  of  Eickhorft.  This 
was  probably  the  hVii:  intimation  he  received  of  their  in 
tention.  He  forthwith  caufed  tv/o  pieces  of  artillery  to 
be  conveyed  toHilie,  and  ordered  the  officer  of  the  pi 
quet-guard,  there  pelt cd,  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft 
extremity  :  At  the  fame  time,  he  fent  orders  to  ge- 
r.cral  Giefen,  whooccupied  Lubeke,  to  attack  the  ene 
my's  poft  at  Eickhorftj  and  this  ferviee  was  fuccefsful- 
ly  performed,  The  prince  of  Anhalt,  lieutenant-ge 
neral  for  the  day,  took  poffefllon  with  the  reft  of  the 
piquets  of  the  village  of  Halen,  where  prince  Ferdi- 
jiand  refolved  to  fupport  his  right,  it  v/as  already  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  they  foon  abandoned  it  with 
precipitation.  The  allied  army,  being  put  in  motion, 
advanced  in  eight  columns,  and  occupied  the  ground 
between  Halen  and  Kemmern,  while  general  Wangen- 
heim's  corps  filled  up  the  fpace  between  this  laft  vil 
lage  and  Dodenhaufen.  The  enemy  made  their  prin 
cipal  effort  on  the  left,  intending  to  force  the  infantry 
of  Wangenheim's  corps,  and  penetrate  between  it  and 
the  body  of  the  allied  army.  For  this  purpcfe,  the  duke 
de  Broglio  attacked  them  v.-ith  great  fury,  but  was  fe- 
verely  checked  by  a  battery  of  thirty  cannon,  prepared 
for  his  reception  by  the  count  de  Buckebourg,  grand 
mafterofthe  artillery,  and  ferved  with  admirable  effect., 
under  his  own  eye  and  direction.  About  five  in  the 
morning  both  armies  cannonaded  each  other;  at  fix  the 
fire  of  mufquctry  began  with  great  vivacity,  and  the 
cjiion  became  very  hot  tov.v.rus  the  right,  where  fix  re 
giments  of  Englilh  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  Ha 
noverian  guards,  not  only  bore  the  whole  brunt  of  the 
French  carabineers  and  gendarmerie,  but  a'ofolutely 
broke  every  body  of  horfe  and  foot  that  advanced  to  at 
tack  them  on  the  left  and  in  the  centre.  The  Heffian 
cavalrv,  with  forv.e  regiments  of  Holftein,  Pruffian,  and 
Hanoverian  dragoons,  pofted  on  the  left,  performed 
good  ferviee,  The  cavalry  on  the  right  had  no  oppor 
tunity  of  en,;;-;  n-r.  They  were  deftined  to  fupport 
the  infantry  of  the  third  line  ;  they  confi lieu  of  the  Bri- 
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tiili  and  Hanoverian  horfe,  commanded  by  lord  George  c  ll  A  p 
Sackville,  whofe  fecond  was  the  marquis  of  Granby.  j-,^ 
Thsy  were  ported  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fi  rft 
line  of  infantry,  and  divided  from  it  by  a  wood  that  bor 
dered  on  a  heath,  Orders  were  fcnt,  during  the  ac 
tion,  to  bring  them  up  ;  but  whether  thefe  orders  were 
contradictory,  unintelligible,  or  imperfectly  executed, 
they  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  have  any  {hare  in  the  ac 
tion*  ;  nor,  indeed,  were  they  originally  intended  for 
that  purpofe ;  nor  was  there  the  leaft  occafion  for  their 
fervice ;  nor  could  they  have  come  up  in  time  and  con 
dition  to  perform  effectual  fervice,  had  the  orders  been 
explicit  and  confiftent,  and  the  commander  afted  with 
all  pofTible  expedition.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  enemy 
were  repulfed  in  all  their  attacks  with  confiderable  lofs: 
At  length  they  gave  way  in  every  part ;  and  about  noon, 

*  That  the  general  was  not  pleafed  with  the  behaviour  oflord  George 
Snckville  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  compliment  to  the  marquis 
of  Granby,  implying  a  fevere  reflection  upon  his  fuperior  in  command: 
Orders  of  bis  ftrene  bigbnefs prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunjwick,  relative  to  the  ke- 

J.aviour  of  the  troops  under  him  at  tke  famous  battle  near  Afmden,  on  the  ift  of 

A':gltfl     1759. 

"   HIS  ferene  highnefs  orders  his  greateft  thanks  to  bs  given  the  whole 
army,  for  their  bravery  and  good  behaviour  yefterday,  particularly  to  the 
Englifh  infantry,  and  the  two  battalions  of  Hanoverian  guards  :  To  all  the 
cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  and  to  general  Wangenheim's  corps,  particular 
ly  the  regiment  of  Holitein,  the  Hefiian   cavalry,  the  Hanoverian  regi 
ment  du  corps,  and  Hamrnerftin's  ;  the  fame  to  all  the  brigades  of  heavy 
artillery.     His  ferene  Highnefs  declares  publicly,  that,  next  to  God,  he 
attributes  the  glory  of  the  day  to  the  intrepidity  and  extraordinary  good  be 
haviour  of  thefe  troops,  which  he  affures  them  he  fnall  retain  the  ftrong- 
eft  fenfe  of  as  long  as  he  lives  ;  and  if  ever,  upon  any  occafion,  he  ihall 
!  be  able  to  ferve  thefe  brave  troops,  or  any   of  them  in  particular,  it  will 
give  him  the  utmoft  pleafure.     His  ferene  highnefs  orders  his  particular 
thanks  to  be  likswife  given  to  general  Sporcken,  the  duke   of  Holftein, 
lieutenant-generals  Irnhorr'  and  Urf.     His  ferene   highnefs   is   extreme! « 
obliged  to  the  count  ile  Buckehourg,  for  his  extraordinary  care  and  trou 
ble  in  th;;  management   of  the   artillery,  which  was   fervcd  with  great 
effeft  ;  likewife  to  the  commanding  officers   of  the  feveral    brigades  of 
artillery,  via.  colonel  Browne,  lieutenant  colonel  Hutte,  major  Ha  fie,  and 
the  three  Englifh  captains,  Philips,  Drummond,  and    Foy.     His  ferene 
highnefs  thinks  himfelf  infinitely  obliged    to  major-generals  Waldegrave 
and  Kingfly,  for  their  great  courage,  ami  good  order  in  which  they  con 
ducted  their  brigades.     His  ferene  highnefs  further  orders  it  to  be  decla- 
rtd  to  lieutenant-general  the  marquis  of  Granby,  that  he  is  pc;rfuaded,  that 
if  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of 
the  right  wing,  his  pretence  would  have  greatly  contributed  to  make  the 
decifion  of  that  day  more  complete  and  more  briiliznt.     In  fhort,  his  ferene 
highnefs  orders  that  thofe  of  his  Ante  whofe  behaviour  he  moft  admired  he 
named,  as  the   duke  of  Richmond,  colonel  Fitzroy,    capt.iin  Lieor.ier, 
colonel  Watfon,  captain  Willbn,  aide-da-camp  to  major-general  V. 
grave,   adjutant-gem-rxls   Erftoft",    Bulow,   Durentjollc,  the    count   To'c-, 
and  Malcrti  ;  his  firenj  highnefs  having  much  reafonto  be  fancied  with 
their  conduit.     And  his  fcruue  highnefs  defies  and  orders  the  generals  of 
the  army,  that  upon  all  eccufions,  when  orders  are  brought  to  thrm  by  hi* 
aides-du-c.imp,  that  they  rmy  be 'elvyed  p'inftual!-/;  aadwth 
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BOOK  abandoning  the  field  of  battle,  were  purfued  to  the  ram" 
i^Lt  parts  of  Minden.  In  this  a£Hon  they  loft  a  great  number 
\"V"*     of  men,  with  forty-three  large   cannon,  and   many   co- 
1759'      lours  and  ftandards  ;  wher-as  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was 
very  inconfiderable,  as  it  chiefly  fell  upon  a   few  regi 
ments  of  B<-itiih    infantry,  commanded  by  the  major- 
generals  Waldegrave  and  Kingfley.     To  the   extraor 
dinary  provvvfs  of  thefe  gallant  brigades,  and  the  fire  of 
the  Britifh  artillery,  which,  was  admirably  ferved  by  the 
captains  Philips,  Macbean,  Drummond,  and  Foy,  the 
victory  was    in  a  great   meaftjrc  afcribed.     That  fame 
night  the   enemy  pa/Ted    the  Wcfcr,    and    burned  the 
bridges  over  that  river,     Next  day  the  garrifon  of  Min 
den  lurrender  at  difcretion,  and  here  the  victors  found  a 
great  number  of  French  officers  wounded. 

Dk-n-e  ^H  ^  ^r^  f^e  mare^cna^  deContades  feemed  inclined  to 
feateiTby6  retreat  through  the  defiles  of  Wittekendftein,  to  Pa- 
the  Prince  derborn  ;  but  he  was  fain  to  change  his  refolution,  in 
ofBrunf-  confcquence  of  bis  having  received  advice,  that,  on 
the  very  day  of  his  own  defeat,  the  duke  de  Briffac  was 
vanquifbed  by  the  hereditary  prince  in  the  neighbour 
hood  of  Coveldr,  fo  that  the  paflage  of  the  mountains 
was  rendered  impracticable.  The  duke  de  BrifTac  had 
been  advantageoufly  encamped  with  his  left  to  the  vil 
lage  of  Coveldr,  having  the  Werra  in  his  front,  and  his 
right  extending  to  the  falt-pits.  In  this  advantageous 
fituation  he  was  attacked  by  the  hereditary  prince  and 
general  de  Kilmanfeg  with  fuch  vivacity  and  addrefs, 
that  his  troops  were  totally  routed,  with  the  lofs  of  fix 
cannon,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  men  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken  prifoners.  After  the  battle  of  Min 
den,  colonel  Fraytag,  at  the  head  of  the  light  troops, 
took,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Detmold,  all  the  equip 
age  of  the  marefchal  de  Contagcs,  the  prince  of  Conde, 
and  the  duke  de  Briffac,  with  part  of  their  military 
cheft  and  chancery,  containing  papers  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  *. 

*  Tflefollwoingextraclsof  letters  from  the  duke  deBelleifle  to  the  ma 
refchal  de  Contades  will  convey  feme  idea  of  the  virtue,  policy,  and  ne- 
cdfities  of  the  French  miniftry  : 

"  I  amftill  afraid  that  Fifcher  fets  out  too  late  :  It  is,  however,  very 
important,  and  very  eiTi-ntial,  that  we  ihoald  raife  large  contributions.  I 
fee  no  other  refource  ror  our  moft  .irgent  expences,  and  for  refitting  ths 
troops,  but  in  the  money  we  may  draw  from  the  enemy's  country  ; 
from  whence  we  muft  likewif-  proc  re  fabnfteno;  ot'  all  kinds  (in 
dependently  of  the  money)  that  is  to  fay,  h  y,  ftraw,  oats  for  the 
winter,  bread,  corn,  cattle,  horfes,  even  men,  to  recrait  our  for 
eign  troops.  The  war  muft  not  be  prol.uigc.i,  ana  perhaps  it  may  be  ne- 
ceiTary,  according  to  the  events  which  may  happen  between  this  time  and 
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Prince  Ferdinand  having  garrifoned  Minden,  march-  CHAP. 
cd  to  Hervorden  ;  and  the   hereditary  prince  paffed  the 
Wefer  at  Hamelen,  in  order  to  purfue  the  enemy,  who 

the  end  of  September,  to  make  a  downright  defert  before  the  lineof  the  quar 
ters  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  keep  during  the  winter,  in  order 
that  the  enemy  may  be  under  a  real  irHpoflibility  of  approaching  us  ;  ar 
the  fame  time  referring  for  ourfelves  a  bare  fubfjftence  on  the  route  which 
may  be  the  mod  convenient  for  us  to  take,  b  the  middle  of  winter,  to 
beat  up  or  f-ize  upon  the  enemy's  quarters.  That  this  object  may  be  ful 
filled,  i  caufe  the  greateft  afiiduity  to  be  ufed  inpveparing  what  is  neceflkry 
for  hjvingall  your  troops,  without  exception,  well  clothed,  well  armed,  well 
equipped,  and  well  refitted,  in  every  refpeft,  before  the  end  of  Novem 
ber,  with  new  tents,  in  order  that,  if  it  fhould  beadvifable  for  the  king's 
political  and  military  affairs,  you  may  be  abletoaffemble  the  wh-jle,^  or 
part  of  your  army,  to  aft  offeafively,  and  with  vigour,  from  the  begin 
ning  of  January  ;  and  that  you  may  have  the  fatisfaction  to  (how  your 
enemies,  and  all  Europe,  that  the  French  know  how  to  adl,  and  carry  n  war, 
?n  all  feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a  general  as  you  are,  and  a  minifter  of  the 
department  of  war  that  can  forefee  and  concert  matters  with  the  gen-ial. 
"  You  muft  be  feufible,  fir,  that  what  I  fay  to  you  may  become  not 
only  ufeful  and  honourable,  but  perhaps,  even  necefl'arv,  with  refpeft  to 
what  you  know,  and  ef  which  I  lhall  fay  more  in  my  private  letter. 

"    M.   DuC   de      iELLETSLE." 

"  After  obferving  all  the  formalities  due  to  the  magiftrates  of  Cologn^ 
you  muft  feize  on  thtir  great  artillery  by  force,  telling  them,  that  you  do 
fo  for  their  own  defence  againft  the  common  enemy  of  the  empire  ;  that 
you  will  reftore  them  when  their  city  has  nothing  further  to  fear,  Sec. 
After  all,  you  muft  take  every  thing  you  have  occafion  for,  and  give  them 
receipts  for  it."  — 

"  You  muft  at  any  rate,  confume  all  forts  of  fubfiftence  on  the  Higher 
Lippe,  Paderborn,  and  Warburg  5  you  muft  deftray  every  thing  which, 
you  cannoi  confume,  fo  as  to  make  a  defert  of  all  Weftphalia,  from  Lip- 
Itadt  and  Munfter,  as  far  as  the  Rhine,  on  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other, 
from  the  Higher  Lippe  and  Paderborn,  as  far  as  Caffel,  that  the  enemy 
may  find  it  quite  impracticable  to  direil  their  march  to  the  Rhine,  or  the 
Lower  Roer  ;  and  this  with  regard  to  your  army,  and  with  regard  to  the 
army  under  M.  de  Soubife,  that  they  may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
take  poffeflion  of  Caflll,  and  much  lefs  to  march  to  Marpurg,  or  to  the 
quarters  which  he  will  have  along  the  Lahn,  or  to  thofe  which  you  will 
occupy,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  left  fide  of  the  Roer,  and  on  the  right: 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  as  far  as  Duffeldorp,  and  Cologn."— 

"  You  know  the  neceflity  of  confumingor  deftroying,asfarasispoflibU'* 
all  the  fubfiftence,  efpecially  the  forage,  betwixt  the  Wefer  and  the  Rhine 
on  the  one  hand  ',  and  on  the  other,  betvixt  the  Lippe,  the  Bilhopric  of 
Paderborn,  the  Dymel,  the  Fulda,  and  the  Nerra,  ;  and  fo  to  make  a  ds- 
fert  of  W,  ftphalia  and  Hefle." 

"  Although  the  prince  of  WalJeck  appears  outwardly  neutral,  he  ii 
ycry  ill  difpofed,  and  deferves  very  little  favour.  You  ought,  therefore, 
to  mike  no  fcruple  of  taking  all  you  find  in  that  territory  ;  but  this  muft 
be  done  in  an  orderly  manner,  giving  receipts,  and  obfcrving  the  mod  ex- 
aft  difcipline.  All  fubfiftence  you  leave  in  his  country  will  fall  to  the  ene 
my's  ihare,.  who  will,  by  that  means,  be  enabled  to  advance  to  the  Lahn, 
and  towards  the  quarters  which  you  are  to  occupy  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Roer.  It  is,  therefore,  a  precaution  become  in  a  manner  indifpenfibly  nt- 
ceiTary,  to  carry  it  all  away  from  thence."  — 

"  Thequeftion  now  is,  what  plan  you  fhall  think  moft  proper  for  ac-- 
complifhing,  in  the  quickeft  and  fureft  manner,  our  great  purpofc,  which 
mull  be  to  confume,  carry  off,  or  delrroy  all  the  forays  ani]  fubfiftsnoc  oi' 
the  country  w  .ich  we  cannot  keen  pofleflion  of."—  i 

Vol.  Ill,  3  X 
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BOOK  retreated  to  Caflel,  and  from  thence,  by  the  way  of 
IV'       Marpurg,  as   far  as  Gieflen.     In   a    word,  they    were 
^""Y^  continually    harafTed  by  that  enterprifing  prince,  who 
*759-      feized  every  opportunity  of  making  an   impreflipn  upon 
their  army  ;  took  the  greateft  part  of  their  baggage  ; 
and  compelled  them  to  abandon  every  place  they   pof- 
fefled  in  Weftphalia.     The    number  of  his    prifoners 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred   men   befides  the    garrifou 
left   at   Caflel,  which  furrendered    at   difcretion.     He 
likewife   furprized  a  whole    battalion,  and    defeated  a 
confiderable     detachment    under  the    command  of  M. 
d'Armentieres.     In  the  mean  time,  the  allied  army  ad 
vanced    in  regular    marches  ;  and   prince    Ferdinand, 
having  t;;ken  pofleffion  of  Caflel,  detached  general  Im- 
Muafterta-  hoff       •  h      b    ,       f  t          s    to  reduce  the  city  of  Mun- 
ken  by  the  .  /  .       f   '  J 

aiiks.  iter,  which  he  accordingly  began  to  bombard  and  can 
nonade  ;  but  M.  d'Armentieres,  being  joined  by  a  frefii 
body  of  troops  from  the  Lower  Rhine,  advanced  to 
its  relief,  and  compelled  Irnhoff  "to  raife  the  fiege.  It 
was  not  long,  however,  before  this  general  was  alfo 
reinforced  ;  then  he  meafured  back  his  march  to  Mun- 
fter,  and  the  French  commander  withdrew  in  his  turn. 
The  place  was  immediately  fliut  up  by  a  clofe  block 
ade  ;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  introduction 
offupplies.  The  city  of  Munfter,  being  an  object  of 
importance,  was  difputed  with  great  obftinacy.  Ar- 
mentiercs  received  reinforcements,  and  the  body  com 
manded  by  Imhoff  was  occafionally  augmented  ;  but  the 
fiege  was  not  formally  undertaken  till  November ; 
when  fome  heavy  artillery  being  brought  from  En 
gland,  the  place  was  regularly  inverted,  and  the  opera 
tions  carried  on  with  fuch  vigour,  that  in  a  few  days 
the  city  furrendered  on  capitulation. 

.,  erch      Prince  Ferdinand   having    poflefTed    himfclf  of  the 
..mat.       town  and  caftle  of  Marpurg,  proceeded  with   the  army 

"  The  upper  part  of  ihe  Lippe,  and  the    country  of  Paderborn,  are  the 

ift  plentiful  ;   they  muft,  therefore,  be  eat  -o  the  very  roots." 

"   Yti:  did  mighty  well,  to  talk  in  the  moft  abfolute  tone  with  regard  to 

efi.uies.  Racroth  ami  Duylbourg  muft  furnifli  our  troops ;  it  is'necef- 

o  lp?akmthat  tone  to  Germans  ;   and  you  will  find   your  account  in 

(am,-  to  the  regencies  of  the  elector  of  Colozn,   and  ftill  more  to 

th.H  of  the  Palatine. 

"  After  ufingall  becoming  ceremony,  as  we  have  the  power  in  our  hands, 

•e  rnuft  make  u(e  of  it,  and  draw  from  th;  country  of  Bergue  what  fhall  be 

rcflary  for  the  fubfiflence  of  the  garrifon  of  Duflelorp,  and  of  the  light 

roops,_andrcferve  what  may   be  brcuglij  thither  from   Alface  and   th- 

bilhopnesfoi  a  cafe  of  nsceflity." 


GEORGE        II.  53 

to  Neidar- Weimar,  and  there  encamped;  while  Con-  C  n  A  p 
tades  remained  at  Gieflen,  on  the  fouth  fide  the  river  I[- 
L-ahn,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  colleague  in  the  per-  **~Y**~* 
fon  of  the  marefchal  d'Eftrees.  By  this  time  he  was  I75<</- 
become  very  unpopular  among  the  troops,  on  account 
of  the  defeat  at  Minden,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  charg 
ed  on  the  mifconduct  of  Broglio,  who  recriminated  on, 
him  in  his  turn,  and  feemed  to  gain  credit  at  the  court 
of  Verfailles.  While  the  two  armies  lay  encamped  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  each  other,  nothing  pafTed  but 
fkirmifh.es  among  the  light  troops,  and  little  excurfive 
expeditions.  The  French  army  was  employed  in  re 
moving  their  magazines,  and  fortifying  Gieflen,  as  if 
their  intention  was  to  retreat  to  Franckfort  on  the 
Maine,  after  having  confumed  all  the  forage,  and  made 
a  military  defert  between  the  Lahn  and  that  river.  In 
the  beginning  of  November,  the  marefchal  duke  de 
Broglio  returned  from  Paris,  and  affumed  the  com 
mand  of  the  army,  from  whence  Contades  and  d'Eftrees 
immediately  retired,  with  feveral  other  general  officers 
that  were  fenior  to  the  new  commander. 

The  duke  of  Wirtemberg  having  taken  pofTeffion  of  Duke  of 
Fulda,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  refolved  to  wirt*m' . 
beat  up  his  quarters.  For  this  purpofe  he  felccted  a  fJdatVuid 
body  of  troops,  and  began  his  march  from  Marpurg 
early  in  the  morning  on  the  28th  day  of  November. 
Next  night  they  lay  at  Augerbach,  where  they  defeated 
the  voluntiers  of  Naffau  :  And  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  they  marched  directly  to  Fulda, 
where  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  far  from  expecting 
fuch  a  vifit,  had  invited  all  the  famionable  people  in 
Fulda  to  a  fumptuous  entertainment.  The  hereditary 
prince, having  reconnoitred  the  avenues  in  perfon,  took 
fuch  meafures,  that  the  troops  of  Wirtemberg,  who 
who  were  fcattered  in  fmall  bodies,  would  have  been  cut 
off,  iftheyhad  nothaftily  retired  into  the  town,  where  how 
ever,  they  found  no  {belter.  The  prince  forced  open  the 
gates  ;  and  they  retreated  to  the  other  fide  of  the  "town, 
where  four  battalions  of  them  were  defeated  and  taken  ; 
while  the  duke  himfeif,  with  the  reft  of  his  forces,  filed 
off  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Fulda.  Two  pieces  of  can 
non,  two  pair  of  colours,  and  all  their  baggage,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  victors  ;  and  the  hereditary  prince 
rdvanced  as  far  as  Rupertenrade,  a  place  fituated  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  French  army.  Perhaps  tin's 
motion  haftened  the  refolution  of  the  duke  de  Broglio 
'o  abandon  Gieflen,  and  fall  back  to  Friedberg,  where 
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o  O  K  he  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters.     The  allied  army  im- 
,    1V'       mediately  took  poffefiion  of  his  camp  at  Kleinlinnes  and 
<-"Y^-'  Heuchalam,  ?.nd  feemed  to  make  preparations   for   the 
J7S9'      thefiegeofGieffcn. 

While  both  armies  remained  in  this  pofition, the  duke 
de  Broglio  received  the  ftaffas  marefchal  of  France, 
and  made  an  attempt  to  beat  up  the  quarters  of  the 
allies.  Having  called  in  all  his  detachments  he  marched 
up  to  them  on  the  25th  of  December  ;  but  found  them 
io  well  difpcfed  to  give  rim  a  v a; m  reception,  thzt  he 
thought  proper  to  lay  aficle  his  defign,  and  nothing  but 
a  mutual  cannonade  enfued  ;  then  he  returned  to  his 
former  quarters.  From  Kleinlinnes  the  allied  army  re 
moved  to  Corfdorff,  where  they  were  cantoned  till  the 
beginning  of  January,  when  they  fell  back  as  far  as 
Marpurg,  where  prince  Ferdinand  eftablifhed  his  head 
quarters.  The  enemy  had  by  this  time  retrieved  their 
fuperiority,  in  confequence  of  the  hereditary  prince's 
being  detached  with  fifteen  thoufand  men  to  join  the 
king  of  Pruflia  atFreyberg,  in  Saxony.  Thus,  by  the 
victory  at  Mtnden,  the  dominions  of  Hanover  and 
Brunfwick  were  preferved,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to 
evacuate  great  part  of  Weftphalia.  Perhaps  they  misrht 
have  been  driven  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  had 
not  the  general  of  the  allies  been  obliged  to  weaken  his 
army  for  the  fupport  of  the  Prufilan  monach,  who  had 
met  with  divers  difafters  in  the  courie  of  this  campaign. 
It  was  not  to  any  relaxation  or  abatement  of  his  ufu- 
Poland.0  a^  ''igitance  and  activity,  that  this  warlike  prince  owed 
the  feveral  checks  he  received.  Even  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  his  troops  under  general  Manteuffcl,  acted  with 
great  fpirit  againft  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania.  They  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  Damgarten,  and  feveral  other 
places  wich  the  Swedes  had  garrifoned  ;  and,  the  frcft 
ietting  in,  thofe  who  were  quartered  in  the  ifleof  Ufe- 
<Jom  paiTed  over  ths  ice  to  Wolgafr,  which  they  retlu- 
ved  without  much  difHculty.  They  undertook  the 
.;eges  Denimin  and  Anclarn  at  the  fame  time,  and  the 
^arrifons  of  both  furrendered  themfelves  prifoncrs  of 
war,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand  (even  hundred  men, 
including  officers.  In  Demmin  they  found  four-and-r 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon^  with  a  large  quantity  of  am 
munition.  In  Anclam  there  was  aconfiderabie  maga^ 
zine,  with  fix-and-thirty  cannon,  mortar?,  and  howit 
zers.  A  large  detachment  under  general  Knobloch 
iurprifed  Erfurth,  and  raifed  confiderable  contributions 
;::  Qotha,  Eifenach  and  Fulda  j  from  whence  alfo  they 
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conveyed  all  the  forage  and  provifions  to  Saxe-Naum-  CHAT 
berg.  In  the  latter  end  of  February,  the  Pruffian  ma-  1I- 
jor-general  Woberfnow  marched  with  a  ftrong  body  of  ^*"Y"*"* 
troops  from  Glogau  in  Seiefia  to  Poland  ;  and,  advanc-  *755 
ing  by  the  way  of  LifTa,  attacked  the  caftle  of  the 
prince  Sulkowfki,  a  Polifh  grandee,  who  had  been 
very  active  againft  the  intereftof  the  Pruffian  monarch. 
After  fome  refiftance  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  at 
difcretion,  and  was  fent  prifoner  with  his  whole  garrifon 
to  Silefia.  From  hence  Woberfnow  proceeded  to 
Pofna,  where  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  a  considerable 
magazine,  guarded  by  two  thoufand  Coffacks,  who  re 
tired  at  his  approach  ;  and,  having  deftroyed  feveral 
others,  returned  to  Silefia.  In  April,  the  fort  of  Pe- 
namunde,  in  Pomerania,  was  furrendered  to  Manteuf- 
fel  ;  and  about  the  fame  time  a  detachment  of  Pruffian 
troops  bombarded  Schwerin,  the  capital  of  Mecklen 
burg.  Mean  while,  reinforcements  were  fent  to  the 
Ruffian  army  in  Poland,  which  in  April  began  to  afTem- 
ble  upon  the  Viftula.  The  court  of  Peterfburgh  had 
likewife  begun  to  equip  a  large  fleet,  by  means  of 
which  the  army  might  be  fupplied  with  military  ftores 
and  provj toons  ;  but  this  armament  was  retarded  by  an 
accidental  fire  at  Revel,  which  deftroyed  nil  the  ma 
gazines  and  materials  for  (hip-building  to  an  immenfe 
value. 

About  the  latter  end  of  march,  the  king  of  Pruflta  princo 
afiemblcd  his  army  at  Rhonftock,  near  Strigau ;  and  ad-  Henry 
vancing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Landfhot,  encamped 
at  Bolchenhayn.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Auftrian  ar 
my,  under  the  command  of  marefchal  Daun,  was  af- 
iembled  at  Munchengratz,  in  Bohemia  ;  and  the  cam 
paign  was  opened  by  an  exploit  of  general  Beck,  who 
furprifed  and  made  prifoners  a  battalion  of  Pruffian 
grenadiers,  poftcd  under  colonel  Duringfheven,  at 
( jriefenberg,  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia.  This  advan 
tage,  however,  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
activity  and  fucccfs  of  prince  Henry,  brother  to  the 
PrufFian  king,  who  commanded  the  army  which  win 
tered  in  Saxony.  About  the  middle  of  April,  he 
marched  in  two  columns  towards  Bohemia,  forced  the 
pafs  of  Peterfwalde,  deftroyed  the  Auftrian  magazine 
at  Auflig,  burned  their  boats  upon  the  Elbe,  feized  the 
forage  and  provifion  which  the  enemy  had  left  at  Low- 
oiitz  and  Leutmeritz,  and  demolifhed  a  new  bridge 
which  they  had  built  for  their  convenience.  At  the 
fame  time  general  Hulfen  attacked  the  pafs  of  Fafs- 
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\  op  K.  herg,  guarded  by    Renard  who   was   taker 

thoufand  men,  including  fifty   officers  :  Then  he  ad 


vanced  to  Satz,  in  hopes  of  fecuring  the  Auftrian  ma 
gazines  ;  but  thefe  the  enemyconfumed  that  they  might 
not  fall  into  his  hands,  and  retired  towards  Prague  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation. 

Andobiigss  Prince  Henry, having  happily  achieved  thefe  adven- 
the  Imperi-  tures,  and  filled  all  Bohemia  with  alarm  and  and  con- 
a\f ™y  t9  fternation,  returned  to  Saxony,  and  diftributed  his 
troops  in  quarters  of  refrefhment  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Drefden.  In  a  few  days,  however,  they  were  again 
put  in  motion,  and  marched  to  Obelgeburgen  ;  from 
whence  he  continued  his  route  through  Voightland,  in 
order  to  attack  the  army  of  the  empire  in  Franconia. 
He  accordingly  entered  his  country  by  the  way  of  Hoff, 
on  the  yth  of  May,  r-;nd  next  day  fent  a  detachment  to 
attack  general  Macquirc,  who  commanded  a  body  of 
Imperialifts  at  Ach,  and  fuftained  the  charge  with  great 
gallantry  ;  but  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  o- 
verpowered  by  number?,  he  retired  in  the  night  to 
wards  Egra.  The  army  of  the  empire,  commanded  by 
the  Prince  de  Deux-Ponts,  being  unable  to  cope  with 
the  Pruflian  general  in  the  field,  retired  from  Cullem- 
bach  to  Bamberg,  and  from  thence  to  Nuremberg, 
where  in  all  probability,  they  would  not  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  unmolefted,  had  not  prince  Henry 
been  recalled  to  Saxony.  He  had  already  taken  Cro- 
nach  and  the  eaftle  of  Rotenberg,  and  even  advanced 
as  far  as  Bamberg,  when  he  received  advice  that  a  bo 
dy  of  Auftrians,  under  general  Gemmingen,  had  pene 
trated  into  Saxony.  This  diverfion  effectually  faved  the 
army  of  the  empire,  as  prince  Henry  immediately  re 
turned  to  the  electorate,  after  having  laid  the  bifhopric 
of  Bamberg  and  the  marquifate  of  Cullembach  under 
contribution,  deftroyed  all  the  magazines,  provided  for 
the  imperial  army,  and  fent  fifteen  hundred  prifoners  to 
Leipfick.  A  party  of  imperialifts  under  count  Palfy, 
endeavoured  to  harafs  him  in  his  retreat  but  they  were 
defeated  near  HofF,  with  confiderable  (laughter  ;  never- 
fhelefs,  the  Imperial  army,  though  now  reduced  to  ten 
thoufand  men,  returned  to  Bamberg ;  and  as  the  Pruf- 
fians  approached  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  the  Auilrian 
general,  Gemmingen,  retired  iuto  Bohemia.  During 
all  thefe  tranfadlions,  the  marelchal  count  Daun  re 
mained  with  the  grand  Auftrian  army  at  Schurtz,  in 
the  circle  of  Koningfgratz  ;  while  the  Pruflians,  com 
manded  by  the  king  in  perfon,  continued  quietly  en- 
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camped  between  Landfliut  and  Schwcidnitz.     General  C  H  A 
Fouquet  commanded  a  large   body   of  troops  in   the  i__^» 
fouthern  part  of  Silefia ;  but  thefe  being  moftly  with-     *»^ 
drawn,  in  order    to  oppcfe  the  Ruffians,   the   Auftrian 
general  De  Fille,    who  hovered    on  the    frontiers  of 
Moravia,  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  took  advan 
tage  of  this  circumltance,  and  advancing  into  Silefia, 
encamped  within  fight  of  Neifs. 

As  mutual  calumny  and   recrimination  of  all   kinds  King  of 
were  not  fpared  on  either   fide,  during  the  progrefs  of  Pruifia  vin. 
this  war,  the  enemies  of  the  Pruffian  monarch  did  not  fail  dlcates  hls 

.  .  ,   .  j         0    .  .       conduct  re- 

to  charge  him  with  cruelties  commmitted  at  bcnwerin,  fpC<aing 
the   capital  of  Mecklenburg,    which    his    troops  had  pnibners. 
bombarded,  plundered  of  its    archives,  cannon  and  all 
its  youth  fit  to  carry  arms,   who  were  prefled  into  his 
fervice  ;  he  befides  taxed  the  duchy  at  feven  thoufand 
men,  and  a  million  of  crowns,  by  way  of  contribution. 
He  was  alfo  accufed  of  barbarity,  in  ifTuing  an  order  for 
removing  all  the  prifoners  from  Berlin  to  Spandau  ;  but 
this  ftcp  he  juftified,  in  a  letter  to  his   minifters  at  fo 
reign  courts,  declaring,  that  he  had  provided  for  all  the 
officers  that  were  his  prifoners  the  beft  accommodation, 
and  permitted  them  to  refide  in  his  capital  ;  that   fome 
of  them  had  grofsly  abufed  the  liberty  they  enjoyed, 
by  maintaining  illicit  corrrefpondence,  and  other  prac 
tices  equally  offenfive,  which  had  obliged   him  to  re 
move  them  to  the  town  of  Spandau  ;  he  defired,  how 
ever  that  the  town  might  not  be  confounded   with  the 
fortrefs  of  that  name,  from  which  it  was  entirely   fepa- 
rated,  and  in  which  they  would  enjoy  the  fame  eafe  they 
had  found  at  Berlin,  though  under  more    vigilant  in- 
fpeftion.     His  conduct,  on  this  occafion,  he  faid,  was 
fufficiently  authorifed,  not  only  by  the   law  of  nations, 
but  alfo  by  the  example  of  his  enemies  ;  infomuch   as 
the  emprefs-queen  had  never  fuffered    any  of  his   offi 
cers,  who  had  fallen  into  her  hands,  to  refide  at  Vien 
na  ;  and  the  court  of  Ruffia  had  fent  fome   of  them  as 
far  as  Cafan.     He  concluded  with  faying,  that  as  his  e- 
nemies  had  let  flip   no  opportunity  of  blackening  his 
moft  innocentproceedings  he  had  thought  proper  to  ac 
quaint  his  minifters  with  his  reafons  for  making  this  al 
teration  with  regard  to  his  prifoners,  whether  French, 
Auftrians,  or  Ruffians. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  un-  prufiian« 
derftanding    that   the   Ruffian  army  had  begun   their  worfted  by 
march  from  the  Viftula,  ordered  the    feveral  bodies   of  lhe  Ra"f" 
his  troops  under  Hulfen  and  Woberfnow,  reinforced  by  ZulicLw. 
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BOOK  detachments  from  his  other  armies,  to  join   the   forces 

,         '       under  count  Dohna,  as  general  in  chief,  and  march  into 

*"Y"**     Poland.     Accordingly  they  advanced  to  Meritz,  where 

a753'     the  count  having  publifhed  a  declaration  *,  he    conti- 

*  The  following   declarations  were  publifhed  by  count  Dohna,  a  PrufTiarj. 

general,  on  his  entering  Poland  with  a  body  of  PrufJian  troeps. 

On  the   1  ^th  of  'June. 

HIS  Prufilan  majsfty,  finding  himfelf  under  a  necefiky  to  caufe  par* 
cf  his  armies  to  enter  the  territories  of  the  republic  of  Poland,  in  order  t? 
piotedr,  them  agaiull  the  threatened  jnvafion  of  the  enemy,  declares  tha;: 
it  muft  nut  be  understood  that  his  rr.ajefty,  hy  this  itep  tnken,  intends  to 
make  any  breach  in  the  regard  he  has  always  had  for  the  illuftrious  repub 
lic  of  Poland,  or  to  lefien  the  good  underftandiug  which  has  hitherto  fub- 
fifted  between  them  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrengthen  the  fame,  in 
expedition  that  the  illuftrious  republic  will,  on  its  par's,  aft  with  the 
like  neighbourly  and  friendly  good  will  as  is  granted  to  the  enemy,  than 
•which  nothing  more  is  defnv.d. 

The  nobility,  gentry,  and  magiftracy,  in  their  refpedVive  diftridts,  be 
tween  the  frontiers  of  Prullia  fo  far  a-3  beyond  Pofen,  are  required  to  fur  • 
silh  all  kinds  of  provifions,  corn,  and  forage  neceflary  to  fupport  an  army 
of  40, coo  men,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  with  an  affurance  of  being 
paid  ready  money  f.,r  the  fame.  But  if,  contrary  to  expectation,  any  de 
ficiency,  fhould  happen  in  fupplying  this  demand,  his  majefly's  troopv 
will  be  obliged  to  forage  and  ufe  the  fame  means  as  thofe  taken  bj  the 
enemy  for  their  fubfiftence. 

In  confidence  thereof,  that  the  feveral  jurifdidlions  upon  the  Pruflian 
frontiers,  within  the  territories  of  Poland,  will  exert  themfclves  to  com 
ply  with  this  demand  as  fom  as  poffible,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  roya! 
army  of  Prufiia,  they  are  afiured  that  thereby  all  diforders  will  be^prevent- 
cd,  and  whatfoever  is  delivered  will  be  paid  for  in  ready  money. 
On  the  i~i  tb  of  June. 

IT  was  with  the  greateft  artoniihrrr'nt  that  the  king,  my  moft  gracious 
lord  and  mafter,  heard  that  feveral  of  his  own  fubjedls  had  fuffered  them- 
felvesto  be  feduced  from  their  allegiance  fo  far,  as  to  enter  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  a  potentate -vith  whom  he  is  at  war;  his  majefty,  therefore* 
makes  known  by  thefe  prefents,  that  all  of  his  fubjedls  ferving  in  tht 
enemy's  armies,  who  fhall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  (hall,  a- 
greeably  to  all  laws,  he  fentenced  to  be  hanged  without  mercy,  as  traitors 
to  their  king  and  country.  Of  which  all  whom  it  may  concern  are  de- 
fired  to  take:  notice,  &c. 

On  the  zzd  of  Jur.e. 

WE  invite  and  deure  that  the  nobility,  archbilhops,  bifhops,  abbeys, 
convents,  feigniories,  magiftrates,  and  inhabitants  of  the  republic  of  Po 
land,  on  the  road  to  Pofnania,  and  beyond  it,  would  repair  in  perfon,  01 
by  deputies,  in  the  courfe  of  this  week,  or  as  foon  after  as  poffible,  to 
the  Pruilian  head-quarters,  there  to  treat  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  the  commiflary  at  war,  for  the  delivery  of  forage  and  provifions  for  th- 
iubiiftence  of  the  army,  to  be  paid  for  with  ready  money 

We  promifeand  aflure  ourfelves,  that  no  perfon  in  Poland  will  attempt 
•-,)  icdnce  the  Pruflian  troops  to  defert ;  that  no  afliftance  will  be  giveu 
them  in  fuch  perfidious  practices  ;  that  they  will  neither  be  flickered, 
concealed,  or  lodged  ;  which  would  be  followed  by  very  difagreeable  con- 
icquences  j  we  expedl,  on  the  contrary,  that  perfons  of  all  ranks  an J 
conditions  will  flop  any  runaway  or  deferter,  and  deliver  him  up  at  the 
iirft  advanced  port,  or  at  the  head-quarters ;  and  all  expences  attending 
the  fame /hall  be  paid,  and  a  reafonable  gratification  fuperadded. 

If  any  one  hath  any  inclination  to  enter  into  the  king  of  Prufiia's  fervice 
with  an  intention  to  behave  well  and  faithfully,  he  may  apply  to  th.- 

-i '-quarters,  and  be  aflared  of  a  capitulation  for  three  or  four  years. 


GEORGE      II. 


529 


mied  his  march  towards  Pofna,  where  he  found  thec  H  A  P. 
Ruffian  army  under  count  SoitikofFftrongly  encamped, 
having  in  their  rear  that  city  and  the  river  Warta,  and 
in  their  front  a  formidable  entrenchment,  mounted  with 
a  great  number  of  canon.  Count  Dohna,  judging  it 
impracticable  to  attack  them  in  his  fituation  with  any 
profpeit  of  fuccefs,  endeavoured  to  intercept  their  con 
voys  to  the  eaihvard  ;  but  for  want  of  provifion,  was 
in  a  little  time  obliged  to  return  towards  the  Oder; 
then  the  Ruffians  advanced  to  Zuliichaw,  in  Silefia. 
The  king  of  Pruilia,  thinking  count  Dohna  had  been 
rather  too  cautious,  confidering  the  emergency  of  af- 
f.iirs  gave  him  leave  to  retire  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  and  conferred  his  command  uporr-general  We- 
del,  who  refolved  to  give  the  Ruffians  battle  without 
delay.  Thus  determined,  he  marched  againft  them  in 
two  columns  ;  and,  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  attacked 
them  at  Kay,  near  Zuliichaw,  where,  after  a  very  obfti- 
nate  engagement,  he  was  repulfed  with  great  lofs  Wo- 
berfnow  being  killed,  and  Manteuffel  wounded  in  the 
action  ;  and  in  a  few  days  the  Ruffians  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  Frankfort  upon  the  Order. 

By  this  time,  the  armies  of  count  Daun  and  the  king 
of  PrufHa  had  made  feveral  motions.  The  Auftrians 
having  quitted  their  camp  at  Schurts,  advanced  towards 
Zittau  in  Luf'itia,  where,  having  halted  a  few  days, 
they  refumed  their  march,  and  encamped  at  Gorlithayn, 
between  Sudenberg  and.  Alark-Liflau.  His  Pruffiau 
majefty,  in  order  to  obferve  their  motions,  marched  by 
the  way  of  Herchborg  to  Lahn  ;  and  his  vanguard  fkir- 
•.nifhed  with  that  of  the  Auftrians  commanded  by  I/au- 
dohn,  who  entered  Silefia  by  the  way  of  Grieffenberg. 
The  Auftrian  general  was  obliged  to  retreat  with  lofs  ; 
while  the  king  penetrated  into  Silefia,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand  to  act  againft  the  P.uffians,  whofe  progrefs  was 
now  become  the  chief  objeft  of  his  apprehcniion.  He 
no  fooner  received  intimation  that  Wedel  had  been 
worftcd,  than  he  inarched  with  a  fclecl  body  of  tea 
thoufand  men  from  his  camp  in  Silefia,  in  order  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  Wedel's  army,  leaving  the 
reft  of  his  forces  ftrongly  encamped,  under  th?  dire£liou 
of  his  brother  prince  Henry,  who  had  joined  him  be 
fore  this  event.  Count  Daun  being  apprifed  of  the 
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If  any  prince  or  men.ber  of  c'ifl  republic  of  PolanJbe  difpofed  to  affem- 
Mc  a  bo.ly  of  men,  and  to  join  in  a  troop,  or  in  a  company  the  Pruffian 
army,  to  make  a  cqmmon  caule  with  it,  he  may  depend  on  a  gracious 
tei-cption,  and  that  due  regard  will  bsihawn  to  hi*  mt-rit,  &c. 
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COOK  king's  intention,  and  knowing  the  Ruffians  were  very 
lv-  defective  in  cavalry,  immediately  detached  a  body  of 
^Y^J  twelve  thoufand  horfe  to  join  them,  under  the  com- 
J753-  mand  of  Laudohn  ;  and  thefe,  penetrating  in  two  co 
lumns  through  Silefia  and  Lufatia,  with  foine  lofs, 
arrived  in  the  Ruffian  camp  at  a  very  critical  juncture. 
Meanwhile,  the  king  of  Pruffia  joined  general  Wedel 
on  the  4th  day  of  Auguft  at  Muhlrofe,  where  he  aflum- 
ed  the  command  of  the  army  :  But  finding  it  greatly  in 
ferior  to  the  enemy,  he  recalled  general  Finck,  whom 
he  had  detached  fome  time  before,  with  a  body  of  nine 
thoufand  men,  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  imperialifts 
in  Saxony:  For  when  prince  Henry  joined  his  brother 
in  Silefia,  the  army  of  the  empire  had  entered  that  elec 
torate.  Thus  reinforced,  the  number  of  the  king's  army 
at  Muhlrofe  did  not  exceed  fifty  thoufand,  whereas  the 
Ruffians  were  more  numerous  by  thirty  thoufand.  They 
had  chofen  a  ftrong  camp  at  the  village  of  Cunerfdorf, 
almoft  oppofite  to  Franckfort  upon  the  Oder,  and  in- 
creafed  the  natural  ftrength  of  their  fituation  by  en 
trenchments  mounted  with  a  numerous  artillery.  In 
other  circumftances  it  might  have  been  deemed  a  rafh 
and  ridiculous  enterprife  to  attack  fuch  an  army  under 
fuch  complicated  disadvantages  ;  but  here  was  no  room 
for  hefitation.  The  king's  affairs  feemed  to  require  a 
defperate  effort;  and  perhaps  he  was  partly  impelled  by 
felf-confidence  and  animofity. 

The  battle  Having  determined  to  hazard  an  attack,  he  made 
of  Cunerf-  his  difpofition,  and  on  the  J2th  day  of  Auguft,  at  two 
dorf'  in  the  morning,  his  troops  were  in  motion.  The  ar 

my  being  formed  in  a  wood,  advanced  towards  the  ene 
my  ;  and  about  eleven  the  action  was  begun  with  a  fe- 
vere  cannonade.  This  having  produced  the  defired  ef- 
fe£t,  he  charged  the  left  wing  of  the  Ruffian  army  with 
his  beft  troops  formed  in  columns.  After  a  very  obfti- 
nate  difpute,  the  enemy's  entrenchments  were  forced 
with  great  (laughter,  and  feventy  pieces  of  cannon  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Pruffians.  A  narrow  defile  was 
afterwards  paffed,  and  feveral  redoubts,  that  covered 
the  village  of  Cunerfdorf  were  taken  by  aflault,  one  af 
ter  another.  One  half  of  the  tafk  was  not  yet  perform 
ed  :  The  Ruffians  made  a  firm  ftand  at  the  village  ; 
but  they  were  overborne  by  the  impetucfity  of  the 
Pruffians,  who  drove  them  from  poft  to  poft  up  to  the 
laft  redoubts  they  had  to  defend.  As  the  Ruffians  kept 
their  ground  until  they  were  hewn  down  in  their  ranks, 
this  fuccels  was  not  acquired  without  infinite  labour, 
and  a  confiderable  expence  of  blood.  After  a  furious 
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conteft  of  fix  hours,  fortune  feemed  to  declare  fo  much  CHAP. 
in  favour  of  the  PruiTians,  that  the  king  difpatched  the  II- 
following  billet  to  the  queen  at  Berlin  :  "  Madam,  we 
"  have  driven  the  Rufiians  from  their  entrenchments.  I759- 
"  In  two  hours  expect  to  hear  of  a  glorious  victory." 
This  intimation  was  premature,  and  fubjected  the  wri 
ter  to  the  ridicule  of  his  enemies.  Th;  Rufiians  were 
ftaggered,  not  routed.  General  SoltikofF  rallied  his 
troops,  and  reinforced  his  left  wing,  under  cover  of  a 
redoubt,  which  was  erected  on  an  eminence  called  the 
Jews  Burying-ground,  and  here  they  ftood  in  order  of 
battle,  with  the  moft  refolute  countenance,  favoured  by 
the  fituation,  which  was  naturally  difficult  of  accefs, 
and  now  rendered  almoft  impregnable  by  the  fortifica 
tion,  and  a  numerous  artillery,  ftill  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  Pruffians.  Had  the  king  contented  himfelf 
with  the  advantage  already  gained,  all  the  world  would 
have  acknowledged  he  had  fought  againft  terrible  odds 
with  aftonifh ing  prowefs  ;  ana  that  he  judicioufly  de- 
fifted,  when  he  could  no  longer  perfevere  without  in 
curring  the  imputation  of  being  actuated  by  frenzy  or 
defpair.  His  troops  had  not  only  fuffered  feverelyfrom 
the  enemy's  fire,  which  was  dole,  deliberate,  and  well 
directed,  but  they  were  fatigued  by  the  hard  fervice, 
and  fainting  with  the  heat  of  the  day,  which  was  excef- 
five.  His  general  officers  are  faid  to  have  reminded  him 
of  all  thefe  circumftances  ;  and  to  have  difluaded  him 
from  hazarding  an  attempt  attended  with  fuch  danger 
and  difficulty,  as  even  an  army  of  frefh  troops  could 
hardly  hope  to  furmount.  He  rejected  this  falutary  ad-  ^  k™s 
vice,  and  ordered  his  infantry  to  begin  a  new  attack,  defeated 
which  being  an  enterprife  beyond  their  ftrength,  they  with  great 
were  repuifed  with  great  (laughter.  Being  afterwards  ila 
rallied  they  returned  to  the  charge  :  They  mifcarried 
again,  and  their  lofs  was  redoubled.  Being  thus  ren 
dered  unfit  for  further  fervice,  the  cavalry  fucceeded  to 
the  attack,  and  repeated  their  unfuccefsful  efforts  until 
they  were  almoft  broke,  and  entirely  exhaufted.  At 
this  critical  juncture,  the  whole  body  of  the  Auftrian 
and  Ruffian  cavalry,  which  had  hitherto  remained  inac 
tive,  and  were  therefore  frefh,  and  in  fpirits,  fell  in 
among  the  Pruffian  horfe  with  great  fury,  broke  their 
line  at  the  firft  charge,  and  forcing  them  back  upon  the 
infantry,  threw  them  into  fuch  diiorder  as  could  not  be 
repaired.  The  Pruffian  army  being  thus  involved  in 
confufion,  was  feized  with  a  panic,  and  in  a  few  mi 
nutes  totally  defeated  and  difperfed,  notwithftanduig  the 
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BOOK  perfonal  efforts  of  the  ting,  who  hazarded   his  life   in 
]  the  hotceft  parts  of  the  Little,  led    on   his  troops   three 


times  to  the  charge,  while  two  horfcs  were  killed  inuU  r 
1759'  him,  and  his  clothes  in  feveral  parts  penetrated  with 
mufquet-ball?.  His  army  being  routed,  and  the  grea 
ter  partofhis'generals  either  killed  ordifabled  by  wounds, 
iv>;hing  but  the  approach  of  night  could  have  faved  him 
from  total  ruin.  When  he  abandoned  the  field  of  battle, 
he  difpatched  another  billet  to  the  queen,  couched  in 
thi-fe  terms  :  "  Remove  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  fa- 
"  mily.  Let  the  archives  be  carried  toPotfdam.  The 
"  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy."  The 
horror  and  confufion  which  this  intimation  produced  at 
Berlin  may  be  eafily  conceived  :  Horror  the  more  ag 
gravated,  as  it  feized  them  in  the  midftof  their  rejoic 
ing  occaftoned  by  the  firft  difpatch  ;  and  this  was  ftill 
more  dreadfully  augmented,  by  a  fubfequent  indiftin6t 
relation  importing,  that  the  army  was  totally  routed, 
the  king  mi/line,  and  the  enemy  in  full  march  to  Ber 
lin.  The  battle  of  Cunerfdorf  was  by  far  the  moft  bloo 
dy  action  that  had  happened  fince  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities.  The  carnage  was  truly  horrible  :  Above 
twenty  tnoufand  Pruflkns  lay  dead  on  the  field,  arid 
among  thefe  general  Putkammer.  The  generals  Seid- 
litz,  itzenplitz,  Hulfen,  Finck,  and  Wedel,  the  prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  and  five  rno]or-generals  were  wound 
ed.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  ten  thoufand. 
It  muft  be  owned,  that  if  the  king  was  prodigal  of  his 
own  perfon,  he  was  likewife  very  free  with  the  lives  of 
his  fubjects.  At  no  time,  fince  the  days  of  ignorance 
and  barbarity  have  the  lives  of  men  been  fquandered  a- 
way  with  fuch  profuiion  as  in  the  courfe  of  this  Ger 
man  war.  They  were  not  only  unneceflarily  facrific- 
ed  in  various  exploits  of  no  confequence,  but  lavifhly 
expofcd  to  all  the  rigour  and  diftemper  of  winter  cam 
paign?,  which  have  been  introduced  on  the  continent, 
sn  defpite  cf  nature,  and  in  contempt  of  humanity. 
Such  are  the  improvements  of  warriors  without  feeling  ! 
Such  the  refinements  of  German  difcipline  ! 

On  the  day  that  fucceeded  the  defeat  at  Cunerfdorf, 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  having  loft  the  beft  part  of  his  ar 
my,  together  with  his  whole  train  of  artillery,  repaf- 
fed  the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retwin  ;  from  whence 
he  advanced  to  Fuftenwalde,  andfaw  with  aftonifhment 
the  forbearance  of  the  enemy.  Inftead  of  taking  pof- 
fefTion  of  Berlin,  and  overwhelming  the  wreck  of  the 
king's  troops,  deflitute  of  cannon,  and  cut  oft  from  all 
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communication  with  prince  Henry,  they  took  no  ftep  c  Ir  A  p- 
;.o  improve  the  victory  they  had  gained.  Laudohn  retired  . 
with  his  horfe  immediately  after  the  battle,  and  count  Sol-  "*"Y""**<' 
tikofF,  marched  with  part  of  the  Ruffians  into  Lufatia, 
where  he  joined  Daun,  and  held  confutations  with  that 
general.  Perhaps  the  faftty  of  the  Pruffian  monarch  was 
owing  to  the  jealoufy  fubfifting  amono;  his  enemies. 
In  all  probability  probability,  the  court  of  Vienna 
would  nave  been  chagrined  to  fee  the  Ruffians  in  poffef- 
fion  of  Brandenburg  and  therefore  thwarted  their  defigns 
upon  that  electorate.  The  king  of  Pruflla  had  now 
reafon  to  be  convinced,  that  his  fituation  could  not  juf- 
tify  fuch  a  defperate  attack  as  that  in  which  he  had  mif- 
carried  at  Cunerfdorf;  for  if  the  Ruffians  did  not  at 
tempt  the  reduction  of  his  capital,  now  that  he  was 
totally  defeated,  and  the  flower  of  his  army  cut  off, 
they  certainly  would  not  have  afpired  at  that  conqueft 
while  he  lay  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  with  fifty 
thoufand  veterans,  inured  to  war,  a  ecu  Homed  to  con 
quer,  confident  of  luccefs,  and  well  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifion,  ammunition,  and  artillery.  As  the  viclors  al 
lowed  him  time  to  breathe,  he  improved  this  interval 
with  equal  fpirit  and  fagacity.  lie  re-aiTembkd  and 
refrefhed  his.  broken  troops  :  He  furniihed  his  camp 
with  cannon  from  the  arfenal  at  Berlin,  which  likewife 
fupplied  him  with  a  conhderiible  number  of  recruits: 
He  recalled  general  Kleift,  wilh  five  thoufand  men, 
from  Pomerania ;  and  in  a  little  thve  retrieved  his  for 
mer  importance. 

The  army    of  the  empire   having    entered  Saxony,  Advantages 
where    it   reduced   Leipfick,  Torgau,  and   even   took  gained  b7 
poffeilion  of  Drefden  itfelf,  the  king  detached  fix  thou-  &„  in 
{and  men  under  general  Wunch,  to  check  the   progrefs  Saxony. 
of  the  imperialifts  in    that   electorate  ;  and    perceiving 
the  Ruffians    intended    to  bcfiege  Great   Glogau,  he,  » 
with  the  reft  of  his  army,  took  noft  between  them  and 
that  city,  fo  as   to   fruftrate  thtir  defign.     While  the 
four   great  armies,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Pruina, 
general  Soltikoff,  prince  Henry,  and  count  Daun,  lay 
encamped  in   Lufatia,  and  on  the    borders   of  Silefia, 
watching  the  motions  of  each  other,  the  war  was  earn 
ed    by    detachments    with    great    vivacity.       General 
Wunch  having  retaken  Leipfick,  and  joined  Finck  at 
Eulinbourg,  the  united    body   began   their   march   to 
wards  Drefden  ;  and  a  detachment  from  the  army  of  the 
empire,  which    had  encamped  near  Dobelin,  retired  at 
their  approach.     As  they  advanced  to  Noflin,  general 
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Haddick  abandoned  the  advantageous  poft  he  occupied 
near  Roth-Scemb;rg,  and,  being  joined  by  the  whole 
army  of  the  empire,  refolved  to  attack  the  Pruflian  ge 
nerals,  who  now  encamped  at  Corbitz  near  Meiflen. 
Accordingly,  on  the  2ift  day  of  September,  he  advan 
ced  againft  them  and  endeavoured  to  diflodge  them  by 
a  furious  cannonade,  which  was  mutually  maintained 
from  morning  to  night,  when  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  retire  with  confiderable  lofs,  leaving  the  field  of 
battle  with  about  five  hundred  prifoners,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Pruflians. 

Gen.  Vehh  This  advantage  was  fucceeded  by  another  exploit  of 
farpiifed.  prince  Henry,  who,  on  the  23d  day  of  the  month,  quit 
ted  his  camp  at  Hornfdorf,  near  Gorlitz,  and,  after  an 
incredible  march  of  eleven  German  miles,  by  the  way 
of  Rothenberg,  arrived,  about  five  in  the  afternoonj 
at  Hoyerfwerda,  where  he  furprifed  a  body  of  four 
thoufand  men,  commanded  by  general  Vehla,  killed 
fix  hundred,  and  made  twice  that  number  prifoners,  in 
cluding  the  commander  himfelf.  After  this  achieve 
ment,  he  joined  the  corps  of  Finck  and  Wunch  ;  while 
marefchal  Daun  likewife  abandoned  his  camp  in  Lufa- 
tia,  and  made  a  forced  march  to  Drefden,  in  order  to 
fruftrate  the  prince's  fuppofed  defign  on  that  capital. 
The  Ruffians,  difappointed  in  their  fcheme  upon  Glo- 
gau,  had  repaflTed  the  Oder  at  Neufalze,  and  were  en 
camped  at  Frauftadt ;  general  Laudohn,  with  a  body 
of  Auftrians,  lay  at  Sclichtingfkeim  ;  and  the  king  of 
Pruflia  at  Koben ;  all  three  on  or  near  the  banks  of  that 
river.  Prince  Henry  perceiving  his  army  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  Auftrian  detachments,  ordered  general 
Finck  to  drive  them  from  Vogelfang,  which  they  aban 
doned  accordingly;  and  fent  Wunch,  with  fix  batta 
lions  and  fome  cavalry,  acrofs  the  Elbe,  to  join  the 
corps  of  general  Rebentifli  at  Wittenberg,  whither  he 
had  retired  from  Dubenat  the  approach  of  the  Auftri 
ans.  On  the  2gth  day  of  October,  the  duke  d'Arem- 
berg,  with  fixteen  thoufand  Auftrians,  decamped  from 
Dammitch,  in  order  to  occupy  the  heights  near 
Pretfch,  and  was  encountered  by  general  Wunch, 
who,  being  pofted  on  two  rifing  grounds,  cannonaded 
the  Auftrians  in  their  march  with  confiderable  effect, 
and  the  prince  took  twelve  hundred  prifoners,  includ 
ing  lieutenant-general  Gemmingen,  and  twenty  infe 
rior  officers,  with  fome  cannon,  great  part  of  their 
tents,  and  a  large  quantity  of  baggage.  The  duke  was 
obliged  to  change  his  route,  while  Wunch  marched 
from  Duben  to  Eulenburg  ;  and  general  Wafferfleben 
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occupied  Strehla,  where  next  day  the  whole   army  en-  CHAP 
camped.     In  this  fituation  the  prince  remained  till  the 
1 6th  day  of  November,  when,  being  in  danger  of  hav-  ^>~V*J 
ing  his  communication    with  Torgau   cut   off  by   the     I?59< 
enemy,  he   removed  to  a  ftrong  camp,  where   his    left 
flank  was  covered  by  that  city   and  the  river  Elbe  ;  his 
right  being  fecured  by  a  wood,  and  a  great  part  of  his 
front  by  an  impafTable  morafs. 

Here  he  was  reinforced  with  about  twenty  thoufand 
men  from  Silefia,  and  joined  by  the  king  himfclf,  who 
forthwith  detached  general  Finck,  with  nineteen  bat 
talions  and  thirty-five  fquadrons,  to  take  poflefiion  of 
the  defiles  of  Maxen  and  Ottendorf,  with  a  view  to 
hinder  the  retreat  of  the  Auftrians  to  Bohemia.  This 
motion  obliged  Daun  to  retire  to  Plauen  ;  and  the  king 
advanced  to  Wilfdurf,  imagining  that  he  had  effectually 
fucceeded  in  his  defign.  Letters  were  fent  to  Berlin 
and  Magdebourg,  importing,  that  count  Daun  would 
be  forced  to  hazard  a  battle,  as  he  had  now  no  refource 
but  in  victory.  Finck  had  no  fooner  taken  poft  on  the 
hill  near  the  village  of  Maxen,  than  theAuftrian  gene 
ral  fent  officers  to  reconnoitre  his  fituation,  and  imme 
diately  rcfolved  to  attack  him  with  the  corps  de  referve 
under  the  baron  de  Sincere,  which  was  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dippodefwalda.  It  was  forthwith 
divided  into  four  columns,  which  filed  off  through  the 
neighbouring  woods  ;  and  the  Pruffians  never  dreamed 
cf  their  approach  until  they  faw  themfelves  entirely  fur- 
rounded.  In  this  emergency  they  defended  themfelves 
with  their  cannon  and  mufketry  until  they  were  over 
powered  by  numbers,  and  their  battery  was  taken : 
Then  they  retired  to  another  riling  ground,  where  they  General 
rallied,  but  were  driven  from  eminence  to  eminence,  until,  F.inck  ^:t'H 
by  favour  of  the  night,  they  made  their  laft  retreat  to  Fal-  ^y^kcn 
kenhayn.  In  the  mean  time,  count  Daun  had  made  prifbners  j 
fuch  difpofitions,  that  at  day-break  general  Finck  found 
himfelf  entirely  inclofed,  without  the  leaft  poflibility  of 
efcaping,  and  fent  a  trumpet  to  count  Daun,  to  demand 
a  capitulation.  This  was  granted  in  one  fingle  arti 
cle,  importing,  That  he  and  eight  other  Pruffian  ge 
nerals,  with  the  whole  body  oftroops  they  commanded, 
fhould  be  received  as  prifoners  of  war.  He  was  oblig 
ed  tofubmit,  and  his  whole  corps,  amounting  to  nine 
teen  battalions  and  thirty  five  fquadrons,  with  fixty- 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  fifty  pair  of  colours,  and  twenty- 
five  ftandards,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrian  gene 
ral.  This  misfortune  was  the  more  mortifying  to  the 
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BOOK  king  of  Pruflia,  as  it  implied  acenfureon  his  conduct,  for 
IV>  having  detached  fuch  a  numerous  body  of  troops  to  a 
^"Y"*"'  iituation  where  they  could  not  be  fuftained  by  the  reft 
J759-  of  his  army.  On  the  other  hand,  the  court  of  Vienna 
exulted  in  this  viclory,  as  an  infallible  proof  of  Daun's 
fuperior  talents  ;  and,  in  point  of  glory  and  advantage, 
much  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  lofs  of  the  Saxon 
army,  which,  though  lei's  numerous,  capitulated  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fifty- fix,  after 
having  held  out  fix  weeks  againft  th^  whole  power  of 
the  Pruflian  monarch.  General  Hulfen  had  been  de 
tached,  with  about  nine  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons, 
to  the  affifrance  of  Finck  ;  but  he  arrived  at  Klinchen- 
bcrg  too  late  to  be  of  any  fervice  ;  and,  being  recalled, 
was  next  day  fent  to  occupy  the  important  pod  of 
Freyberg. 

ani  like-  '^'le  defeat  of  general  Finck  was  not  the  only  difaftcr 
wife  Gens-  which  befel  the  Pruflians  at  the  clofe  of  this  campaign. 
raiDiercke.  General  Diercke,  who  was  ported  with  feven  battalions 
of  infantry,  and  a  thoufand  horfe,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Elbe,  oppofite  toMeiffen,  finding  it  impraclica- 
b!e  to  lay  a  bridge  of  pontoons  acrofs  the  river,  on  ac 
count  of  the  floating  ice,  was  obliged  to  tranfport  his 
troops  in  boats  ;  and  when  all  were  pafled,  except  him- 
felf,  with  the  rear-guard,  confifting  of  three  battalions, 
he  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  in  the  morning, 
attacked  by  a  ftrong  body  of  Auftrians,  and  taken, 
with  all  his  men,  after  an  obftinate  difpute.  The  king 
of  Pruffia,  weakened  by  thefe  two  fucceffive  defeats, 
that  happened  in  the  rear  of  an  unfortunate  campaign, 
would  hardly  have  been  able  to  maintain  his  ground  at 
Freyberg,  had  not  he  been  at  this  juncture  reinforced 
by  the  body  of  troops  under  the  command  of  the  here 
ditary  prince  of  Brunfwick.  As  for  Daun,  the  advan 
tages  he  had  gained  did  not  elrvate  his  mind  above  the 
ufual  maxims  of  his  cautious  difcretion.  Inftead  of  at 
tacking  the  king  of  PruiTia,  rcfpetStahle  and  formidable 
even  in  advevfity,  he  quietly  occupied  the  ftrong  camp 
at  Pirna,  where  he  might  be  at  hand  to  fuccotir  Dref- 
den,  in  cafe  it  fliould  be  attacked,  arid  maintain  his 
communication  with  Bohemia. 

Conduiion  By  this  tiiv.e  the  Ruflrans  had  retired  to  winter- 
of  the  cam-  quarters  in  Poland  ;  and  the  Swedes,  after  afruitlefs  ex- 
curfion  in  the  abfence  of  Manteuif:-!,  retreated  to  Stral- 
fund  and  the  ifle  of  Rugen.  This  campaign,  there 
fore,  did  not  prove  more  decifive  than  thelaft.  A- 
bundance  of  lives  were  loft,  and  great  part  of  Ger- 
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many  was  expofed  to  rapine,  murder,  famine,  dcfola-  CHAP. 
tion,  and  every  fpecies  ot  mifery  that  war  could  engen 
der.  In  vain  the  confederating  powers  of  Auftria,  "^ 
Ruflia,  and  Sweden  united  their  efforts  to  cru(h  the  I7^5- 
Pruflian  monarch.  Though  his  army  had  been  defeated, 
and  he  himfelf  totally  overthrown,  with  great  flaugh- 
ter,  in  the  heart  of  his  own  <iominions?  though  he  appeared 
in  a  defperate  fituation,  environed  by  hoftile  armies, 
and  two  confiderable  detached  bodies  of  his  troops  were 
taken  or  deftroyed  ;  yet  he  kept  all  his  adverfaries  at 
bay  till  the  approach  of  winter,  which  proved  his  beft 
auxiliary  ;  and  even  maintained  his  footing  in  the  elec 
torate  of  Saxony,  which  feemed  to  be  the  prize  conteft- 
ed  between  him  and  the  Auftrian  ganeral.  Yet,  long 
before  the  approach  of  winter,  one  would  imagine  he 
muft  have  been  crufhed  between  the  ihock  of  fo  many 
adverfe  hofts,  had  they  been  intent  upon  clofing  him  in, 
and  heartily  concurred  for  his  deftruction  :  But,  infiead 
of  urging  the  war  with  accumulated  force,  they  acted 
in  feparate  bodies,  and  with  jealous  eye  feemed  to  re 
gard  the  progrefs  of  each  other.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
to  any  compundtion,  or  kind  forbearance,  in  the  court 
of  Vienna,  that  the  inactivity  of  Daun  was  owing.  The 
refentment  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  feemed,  on  the  con 
trary,  to  glow  with  redoubled  indignation,  and  die 
majority  of  the  Germanic  Body  feemed  .to  enter  with 
warmth  into  her  quarrel*. 

When  the  proteftant  ftate?,  in  arms  againftthe  court  Arrctof 
of  Vienna,  were  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  tne^LJ[a"' 
Evangelical  Body,  though  without  the   concurrence  of  Body, 
the  S wed i ill  and  Danilh  minifters,  iiFued  an   arrct  at 

VOL.     III.  3  Z 

*  The  obftinacy  of  the  powers  in  oppofhion  to  Great  Britain  and  Pruf- 
fia  appeared  (till  more  remarkable  in  their  flighting  the  following  declara 
tion,  which  Juke  Louis  of  Brunfwick  delivered  to  their  minifters  at  the 
Hague,  in  the  month  of  December,  after  Quebec  was  reduced,  and  the  fiwt: 
of  France  totally  defeated: 

"  Their  Britannic  and  Pruffianm? jellies,  moved  with  companion  at  the 
mifchiefs  which  the  war  that  has  been  kindled  for  fome  years  has  all 
occafioned,  and  muft  neceffarily  produce,  ilwuld  think  theinfelves  want 
ing  to  the  duties  of  humanity,  and  particularly  to  their  tender  '  --ncer-i 
for  the  prefeivation  and  well-being  of  their  ufpcclive  kingdoms  an-',  tub  - 
jec"ts,  if  they  neglected  the  proper  means  to  put  a  itop  to  the  progr;fi  of  fa 
fevere  a  calamity,  and  to  contribute  to  the  rr-cfra'oliihment  of  public  tran 
quillity.  In  this  view,  and  in  order  to  manif^ft  tKc  puvity  of  their  inten 
tions  in  this  refpeft,  their  (tl\  m?j'ftie-.  LLIV-.-  ii'itermmed  to  maki  thsfol- 
ii.'-.vin^  (!cc!:>r'tions,  viz. 

'•'  Tn-:t  they  are  ready  to  fenJ  •    ••' •- to  the  r'ace  w:iich   fnall 

be  thought  molt  proper,  in  order  -**-,  conjointly,  ofaiol;. 

general  -)t;acs  v.'it'.i  thofe  whom  the  belligerent   parties  {hall  think  nt  to  AH  - 
thorife,  on  their  purt,  for  the  AtuimrM  ii>  Ulutary  ansnd." 
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BOOK  Ratiffeon,  in  the  month  of  November  of  the   laft   year, 
i  .   and  to  this  annexed  the  twentieth  article  of  the  capitu 

lation  figned  by  the  emperor  at  his  election,  in  order  to 
demonftrate  that  the  proteftant  ftates  claimed  nothing 
but  what  was  agreeable  to  the  conftitution.  They  de 
clared  that  their  afibciation  was  no  more  than  a  mutu 
al  engagement,  by  which  they  obliged  themfelves  to 
adhere  to  the  laws,  without  fuffering,  under  any  pre 
text, -that  the  power  of  putting  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire  fliouid  refide  wholly  in  the  emperor.  They  af 
firmed,  that  this  power  was  renounced,  in  exprefs 
terms,  by  the  capitulation  :  They,  therefore,  refufed 
to  admif,  as  legal,  any  fentence  of  the  ban  deficient  in 
the  rcquifite  conditions  j  and  inferred,  that,  accord 
ing  to  lav/,  neither  the  elector  of  Brandenburg,  nor 
the  elector  of  Hanover,  nor  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle, 
nor  the  landgrave  of  HefTe,  nor  the  count  of  Lippe- 
Buckebourg,  ought  to  be  profcribed. 

The  imperial  Proteflant  cities  having  acceeded  to 
this  arret  or  declarations,  the  emperor,  in  a  refcript, 
required  them  to  retracT:  their  acceifion  to  the  rcfolutiou 
of  the  Evangelic  body;  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  was 
altogether  inconfiftent  with  their  former  acceifion  to 
the  refolutions  of  the  diet  againft  the  king  of  PruiHa. 
This  refcript  having  produced  no  effetfr,  the  arret  was 
anfxvered  in  February  by  an  imperial  decree  of  com- 
•  on  carried  to  the  diilature,  importing,  that  the 
ig^nr rial  court  could  not  longer  hefitate  about  the  ex 
ecution  of  the  ban,  without  infringing  that  very  article 
of  the  capitulation  which  they  had  fpecificd :  That  the 
invalidity  of  the  arret  was  manifeft,  inafmuch  as  the 
electors  of  Brandenburg  and  Brunfwic,  the  dukes  of 
Saxe-Gptha  and  Brunfwic-Wolfenbuttel,  and  the 
landgrave  of  Hefle-Caffel,  were  the  very  perfons  who 
difturbed  the  empire  ;  this,  therefore,  being  an  affair 
in  which  they  themfelves  were  parties,  they  could  not 
pofllbly  be  qualified  to  concur  in  a  refolution  of  this 
nature  :  Befides,  the  number  of  the  other  ftates  which 
had  acceded  was  very  inconfiderable  :  For  thefe  rea- 
fons,  the  emperor  could  not  but  confider  the  refolu 
tion  in  queftion  as  an  adl  whereby  the  general  peace  of 
the  empire  was  difturbed,  both  by  the  parties  that  had 
incurred  the  ban,  and  by  the  ftates  which  had  joined 
them,  in  order  to  fupport  and  favour  their  frivolous 
prcteniions.  His  imperial  majefty  exprefled  his  hope 
and  confidence,  that  the  other  electors,  princes,  and 
itat.es  of  the  empire  would  vote  the  faid  refolution  to 
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be  null,  and  of  ho  force  j  and    never   fuffer  fo   fmall  a  c  H  A  p- 
number  of  (rates,  who  were  adherents  of  and    abettors 
to  the  difturbers  of  the  empire,  to  prejudice  the  rights         «* 
and  prerogatives  of  the  whole  Germanic  body  ;  td  abufe      I7S9 
the  name  of  the  affociated  eftates  of  the  Augfbourg  con- 
lefiion,  in  order  forcibly  to    impofe  a  faffunij  entirely 
repugnant  to  theconftitution  of  the  empire  ;  to  deprive 
their  co-eftates  of  the  right  of  voting  freely,  and  ti>. 
by  endeavouring  totally  to  fubvert  the  fyftem   of  the 
Germanic  body.     Thefe  remarks  will  fpeak  for  them- 
felves  to  the  reflection  of  the  unprejudiced  reader. 

The  implacability  of  the  court  of  Vienna  was  equal-  French  mi- 
led  by  nothing;  but  the  perfeverance  of  the    French  mi-  mftry  ft°p 

•n.  T-U         u    u    •  u    j  •       j  payment. 

niltry.  I  hough  their  numerous  army  had  not  gained 
one  inch  of  ground  in  Weftphalia,  the  campaign  on 
that  fide  having  ended  exactly  where  it  had  begun  ; 
though  the  chief  fource  of  their  commerce  in  the  Weft 
Indies  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  and 
they  had  already  laid  their  account  with  the  lofs  of 
Quebec;  though  their  coffers  rung  with  emptinefs, 
and  their  confederates  were  clamorous  for  fubfidies, 
•they  {till  refolved  to  maintain  the  war  in  Germany  ;  and 
this  was  doubtlefs  the  moft  politic  refolution  to  which 
they  could  adhere,  becaufe  their  enemies,  inftead  of 
exerting  all  their  efforts  where  there  was  almoft  a  cer 
tainty  of  fuccefs,  kindly  condefcended  to  feek  them 
where  alone  their  whole  ftrength  could  be  advantagcouf- 
ly  employed,  without  any  great  augmentation  of  their 
ordinary  expence.  Some  of  the  fprings  of  their  nation 
al  wealth  were  indeed  exhaufted,  or  diverted  into  other 
channels:  But  the  fubjefts  declared  for  a  continuation 
of  the  war,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate  were  fupplicd 
by  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  people.  They 
not  only  acquiefced  in  the  bankruptcy  of  public  crc.'ii, 
when  the  court  flopped  payment  of  the  intereft  on  twelve 
different  branches  of  the  national  debt,  but  they  like- 
wife  fent  in  large  quantities  of  plate  to  be  melted  down, 
and  coined  into  fpecie,  for  the  maintenance  pf  the  war. 
All  the  bills  drawn  on  the  government  by  the  colonies 
were  protefted,  to  an  immenfe  amount,  and  a  flop  was 
put  to  all  the  annuities  granted  at  Marfailles  on  fums 
borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine.  Befides  the  con- 
iiderable  favings  occafioned  by  thefe  a6ts  of  ftate  bank 
ruptcy,  they  had  refourccs  of  credit  among  the  mer 
chants  of  Holland,  who  beheld  the  fuccefs  of  Great  Bri 
tain  with  an  eye  of  jealoufy;  and  were  moreover  in 
flamed  againft  her  with  the  mod  rancorous  reTeittment, 
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B  °w  K  °n  account  °f  the-  captures  which  had' been    made    of 
^^^  their  Weft  India  fhips  by  the  Englifli  cruizers. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  merchants  of  Amffcr- 
Memoriais    ^am  having  received  advice    that  the  cargoes  of   their 
and  Expo-    Weft  India  fhips,  detained  by  the  Englifh,  would,  by 
JjJfjJJ     the   Britifli  courts   of  judicature,  be  ^declared   lawful 
Dutch!        prizes,  as  being  French    property,  fent   a  deputation, 
with  a  petition  to  the  ftates- general,  entreating  them  to 
ufe  their  interceflion  with    the  court  of  London,  repre- 
fenting  the  impoflibiiity  of  furnifhing  the  proofs  requir 
ed  in  Ib  fhort  a  time  as  that  prefcribed  by   the    Britifb 
admiralty  ;  and  that,  as  the  ifiand    of  St.  Euftatia  had 
but  one  road,  and  there  was  no  other  way  of    taking  in 
cargoes  but  that  of  Overichippcn*,  to  which  the  Englifh 
had   objected,  a  condemnation  pf  thefe   fhips,  as  legal 
prizes,  would   give  the  finiftiing  ftroke  to  the  trade  of 
the  colony.     Whatever  remonftrances  the  ftates-gene- 
ral  might  have  made  on   this  Cub] eel  to    the  miniftry  of 
Great  Britain,  they  had  no  effect  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  of  admiralty,  which  continued  to  condemn 
the  cargoes  of  the  Dutch  fliips  as    often  as    they   were 
proved  to  be    French  property  ;  and  this    refolute  uni 
formity  in  a  little  time  intimidated  the  fubjecls  of  Hol 
land  from  perfevering  in  this  illicitbranch  of  commerce. 
The  enemies  of  England  in  that  republic,  however,  had 
fo  far  prevailed,  that   in  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
ftates  of  Holland  had  pafied  a  formal  refolutionto  equip 
five-and-twenty  fhips  of  war  ;  and  orders   were  imme 
diately  difpatched  to  the  officers    of  admiralty  to  com 
plete  the  armament  with  all  poflible  expedition.     In  the 
month  of  April,  the  ftates-general  fent  over  to  London 
three  minifters  extraordinary,  to  make  reprefentations, 
and  remove,  if   poiilble,  the  caufes  of  mifunderfland- 
.     ing  that  had  arifen  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni 
ted  Provinces.     They  delivered  their  credentials  to  the 
king,  with  a  formal  harangue  ;  they  faid   his   majefty 
would  fee,  by  the  contents    of  the  letter    they  had  the 
honour  to  prefent,  how  ardently  their  high  mightinefies 
defued   to  cultivate  the  fin  cere  friendfhip  which  had  fo 
long  fubfifted  between  the  two  rations,  fonecefiary   for 
their  common  welfare   and  prefervation  ;  they  expref- 
fedanearncft  wifh  that  they  might  be  happy  enough   to 
remove  thofe  difficulties  which  had  for  fome  timcftruck 
at  this  friendfhip,  and  caufed  fo   much  prejudice  to  the 

*  The  method  called  Overfchippen  is  that  o."  u.Cn^  French    L- 
'  -; j  Dutch  veficL-  with  the  produce  or"  Truace. 
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principal  fu bj eels  of  the  republic  ;  who,  by  thecommerce  CHAP. 
they  carried  on,  conftituted    its  greateft  ftrength,  and  ,         ' 
chief  fupport.     They  declared  their  whole  confidence     ""Y***^ 
was  placed  in  his  majefty's    equity,  for  which    the    re 
public  had  the  higherl  regard,  and  in   the  good-will  he 
had   always     expreffed    towards  a  ftate    which,  on  all 
occafions,  had  interefted  itfeif  in  promoting  his  glory ; 
a  ftate  which  was  the  guardian   of  the   precious  truft 
bequeathed   by  a   princefs  fo  dear  to  his   affe<SlioH. — 
"  Full  of  this   confidence    (faid    they)  we    prefume  to 
"  flatter  ourfelves  that  your  majefty  will  be    graciouily 
"  pleafed  to  liften  to  our  juft  demands  ;  and  we    {hail 
"  endeavour,  during   the     courfe  of  our  miniftry,  to 
"  merit  your   approbation,  in  ftrengthening  the  bonds 
"  by  which  the  two  nations  ought  to  be  for  ever   unit- 
"  ed."     In  anfwer  to   this   oration,  the    king   a/lured 
them,  that  he  had  always  regarded  their   high    mighti- 
nefles  as  his    beft  friends.     He  faid,  if  difficulties  had 
ariien  concerning  trade,  they  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
the  confequences  of  a  burthenfome  war  which    he  was 
obliged  to  wage  with  France.     Pie  defired   they   would 
allure  their  high  oiightinefTes,  thathe  fhould  endeavour, 
on  his  part,  to  remove  the  obftacles  in  qucftion,  anJ  ex- 
prcfied  his  fatisfaclion,  that  they  (the-   deputies)  were 
come  over  with  the  fame  difpofition.     What  reprefenta- 
tions  thefe   deputies  made,  further   than  complaints  of 
fome  irregularities  in    the   conduit  of  the    Britifli  fea- 
offtcers,    we  cannot  pretend  to    fpecify  ;  but    as   the 
fubject  in  difpute  related  entirely  to  the  practice  of  the 
courts  of  judicature,  it  did  not  fall  properly  under   the 
cognizance  of  the    government,  which   hath  no   right 
to  interfere  with  the   adminiitration   of  juftice.     In  all 
probability,  the  fubjefts  of  Holland  were  by  no   means 
pleafed  with   the   fuccefs  of  this    negotiation,  for  they 
murmured  againft  the  Englifh  nation  without   ceaung. 
They  threatened  and  complained  by  turns,  and  eagerly 
feized  all  opportunities  of  difplaying  their  partiality  in 
favour  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

In  the  month  of  September,  major-general  Yorkc, 
the  Britifh  minifter  at  the  Hague,  prefented  a  memori 
al  to  the  ftates-general,  remonftrating,  that  the  mer 
chants  of  Holland  carried  on  a  contraband  trade  in  fa 
vour  of  France,  by  tranfporting  cannon  and  warlike 
fto res  from  the  Baltic  to  Holland,  in  Dutch  bottoms, 
under  the  borrowed  names  of  private  perfonc;  and  then 
conveying  them  by  the  inland  rivers  and  car.nic,  a 
"ibrough  the  dutch  fortrefies,  to  Dunkirk,  and  other 
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BOOK  places  of  France.  He  defired  that  the  king  his  mafter 
.  '  ,  might  be  made  eafy  on  that  head,  by  their  putting  an 
<f/  immediate  flop  to  fuch  practices,  fo  repugnant  to  the 
connections  fubfifting  by  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Provinces,  as  well  as  to  every  idea  of 
neutrality.  He  obferved,  that  the  attention  which  his 
majefty  had  lately  given  to  their  reprefentations  againft 
theexcefies  of  the  Englifti  privateers,  by  procuring  an 
a<5t  of  parliament  which  laid  them  under  proper  reftric- 
tions,  gave  him  a  good  title  to  the  fame  regard  on  the 
part  of  their  high  mightinefles.  He  reminded  them, 
that  their  trading  towns  felt  the  good  effe&s  of  thefe  re- 
ftri6Kons  ;  and  that  the  freedom  of  navigation,  which 
their  fubjects  enjoyed  amidft  the  troubles  and  diffrac 
tion  of  Europe,  had  confiderably  augmented  their  com 
merce.  He  obferved,  that  fome  return  ought  to  be 
made  to  fuch  folid  proofs  of  the  king's  friendfhip  and 
moderation  ;  at  leaft,  the  merchants,  who  were  fo  rea 
dy  to  complain  of  England,  ought  not  to  be  counte 
nanced  in  excefles,  which  would  have  juftified  the  moil 
rigorous  examination  of  their  conduct.  He  recalled  to 
their  memories,  that,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war,  the  king  had  feveral  times  applied  to  their  high 
mightinefles,  and  to  their  minifters,  on  the  liberty  they 
had  given  to  carry  ftores  through  the  fortrefles  of  the 
republic,  for  the  ufe  of  France,  to  invade  the  Britifh 
dominions  j  and  though  his  majefty  had  pafled  over  in 
filence  many  of  thefe  inftanccs  of  complaifance  to  his 
enemy,  he  was  no  lefs  fenfible  of  the  injury  ;  but  he 
chofe  rather  tobea  fufferer  himfelf,  than  to  increafethe 
embarrafTment  of  his  neighbours,  or  extend  the  flames 
of  war.  He  took  notice,  that  even  the  court  of  Vien 
na  had,  upon  more  than  one  occafion,  employed  its  in- 
tereft  with  their  high  mightinefTes,  and  lent  its  name  to 
obtain  pafTes  for  warlike  (lores  and  provifions  for  the 
French  troops,  under  colour  of  the  barrier  treaty, 
which  it  no  longer  obferved  :  Nay,  after  having  put 
France  in  pofTeffion  of  Oftend  and  Nieuport,  in  mani- 
feft  violation  of  that  treaty,  and  without  any  regard  to 
the  rights  which  they  and  the  king  his  mafter  had  ac 
quired  in  that  treaty,  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  blood 
and  treafure. 

The  memorial  feems  to  have  made  fome  impre/fion. 
on  the  ftates-general,  as  they  fcrupled  to  allow  the  ar 
tillery  and  ftores  belonging  to  the  French  king  to  be 
removed  from  Amfterdam  :  mifc  thefe  fcruples  vanifh- 
ede:  ,  the  receipt  of  a  counter  memorial,  pre- 
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Tented  by  the  count  d'Affry,  the  French  ambafiador,  CHAP 
who  mingled  fome  effectual  threats  with  his  expoftula- 
tion.  He  defired  them  to  remember,  that,  during  the  ^^Y^^ 
whole  courfe  of  the  war,  the  French  king  had  requir-  l7™' 
ed  nothing  from  their  friendfhip  that  was  inconfiftent 
with  the  ftricl-eft  impartiality  ;  and  if  he  had  deviated 
from  the  engagements  fubfifting  between  him  and  the 
republic,  it  was  only  by  granting  the  moft  eflential  and 
lucrative  favours  to  the  fubjecls  of  their  high  mighti- 
nefles.  He  obferved,  that  the  Englilh,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  infolence  of  their  behaviour  to  the  republic,  had 
derived,  on  many  occafions,  afliftance  from  the  protec 
tion  their  effects  had  found  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni 
ted  Provinces:  That  the  artillery,  ftores,  and  ammu 
nition  belonging  to  Weflel,  were  depofited  in  their  ter 
ritories,  which  the  Hanoverian  army,  in  pacing  the 
Rhine,  had  very  little  refpecled  :  That  when  they  re - 
pafled  that  river,  they,  had  no  other  way  of  fav ing  their 
fick  and  wounded  from  the  hands  of  the  French,  then  by 
embarking  them  in  boats,  and  conveying  them  to  places 
where  the  French  left  them  untnolefted,  actuated  by 
their  refpe6t  for  the  neutrality  of  the  republic  :  That 
part  of  their  magazines  was  ftill  depofited  in  the  towns 
of  the  United  provinces  ;  where  alfo  the  enemies  of 
France  had  purchafed  and  contracted  for  very  confi- 
derabls  quantities  of  gunpowder.  He  told  them,  that 
though  thefe  and  feveral  other  circumftances  might 
have  been  made  the  fubje£t  of  the  jufteft  complaints, 
the  king  of  France  did  not  think  it  proper  to  require 
that  the  freedom  and  independency  of  the  'fubjects  of 
the  republic  fhould  be  reftrained  in  branches  of  com 
merce  that  were  not  inconfiftent  with  its  neutrality, 
perfuaded  that  the  faith  of  an  engagement  ought  to  be 
inviolably  prefer ved,  though  attended  with  forne  acci 
dental  and  tranfient  difadvantages.  He  gave  them  to 
underftand,  that  the  king  his  mafter  had  ordered  the  ge 
nerals  of  his  army  carefully  to  avoid  encroaching  on 
the  territory  of  the  republic,  and  transferring  thither 
the  theatre  of  the  war,  when  his  enemies  retreated  that 
way,  before  they  were  forced  to  repafs  the  Rhine.  Af 
ter  fuch  unqueftionable  marks  of  regard,  he  faid,  his 
king  would  have  the  jufteft  ground  of  complaint,  if, 
contrary  to  expectation,  he  fhould  hear  that  the  artille 
ry  and  ftcres  belonging  to  him  were  detained  at  Amfter- 
dam.  Thirdly,  he  declared,  that  fuch  detention  would 
be  conftrued  as  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  ;  and  de 
manded,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  his  mafter,  that  the 
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BOOK  artillery  and  ftores  fhould  be,  without  delay,  forward- 
i^l.  ed  to  Flanders  by  the  canals  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  in 
land  navagation.  This  laft  argument  was  fo  conclu- 
five,  that  they  immediately  granted  the  neceiFary  paff- 
ports,  in  confequence  of  which  the  cannon  were  con 
veyed  to  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 

Death  of  The  powers  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe  were  too 
much  engrofled  with  their  own  concerns  to  intereft. 
themfelves  deeply  in  the  quarrels  that  diftra&ed  the 
German  empire.  The  king  of  Spain,  naturally  of  a 
melancholy  complexion  and  delicate  conftitution,  was 
fo  deeply  affecled  with  the  lofs  of  his  queen,  who  died 
in  thecourfe  of  the  preceding  year,  that  he  renounced 
all  company,  neglected  all  bufmefs,  and  immured  him- 
felf  in  a  chamber  at  Villa-Viciofa,  where  he  gave  a 
loofe  to  the  moft  extravagant  forrorw.  He  abftained 
from  food  and  reft,  until  his  ftrength  was  quite  exhauft- 
ed.  He  would  neither  fhift  himfelf,  nor  allow  his 
beard  to  be  fhaved  :  He  rejected  all  attempts  of  confo- 
lation,  and  remained  deaf  to  the  molt  earneft  and  ref- 
peclful  remonft ranees  of  thofe  who  had  aright  to  tender 
their  advice.  In  this  cafe,  the  affliction  of  the  mind 
muft  have  been  reinforced  by  fome  peculiarity  in  the 
conftitution.  He  inherited  a  melancholy  taint  from  his 
father  ;  and  this  feems  to  have  been  dreaded  as  a  fa 
mily  difcafe  ;  for  the  infant  Don  Louis,  who  likewife 
refided  at  the  palace  of  Villa-Viciofa  was  fain  to  amufe 
himfelf  with  hunting,  and  other  diverfions,  to  prevent 
his  being  infected  with  the  king's  diforder,  which  con 
tinued  to  gain  ground,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  medicine.  The  Spanifh  nation,  naturally  fuperfti- 
tioup,  had  recourfe  to  faints  and  relics  ;  but  they  feem- 
ed  infenfible  to  all  their  devotion.  The  king,  howe 
ver,  in  the  mklft  of  all  his  diftrefs,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  make  his  will,  which  was  written  by  the  count  de 
Valparaifo,  and  figned  by  the  duke  de  Bajar,  high 
chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  The  exorbitancy  of  his 
grief,  and  the  mortifications  he  underwent,  foon  pro- 
uuced  an  incurable  malady,  under  which  he  Ian2.uifn.ed 
from  the  month  of  September  in  the  preceding  year,  till 
the  loth  of  Auguft  in  the  prefent,  when  he  expired.  lit 
h:s  will,  he  had  appointed  his  brother,  Don  Carios, 
king  of  Naples,  fucceflbr  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  and 
nominated  the  queen-dowager  as  regent  of  the  kingdom, 
until  that  prince  fhould  arrive.  Accordingly,  fhe  af- 
fumed  the  reins  of  government,  and  gave  direction^ 
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for  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed  king,  who  was  interred  CHAP. 
with  great  pomp  in  the  church  belonging   to    the  con- 
Vent  of  the  vifitation  at  Madrid. 


As  the  death  of  this  prince  had  been  long  expe&ed,  fo  succeeded 
the  politicians  of  Europe  had  univerfally  prognofticated  by  his  bto- 
that  his  demife  would  be  attended   with  great  commo-  the;  Don 
tions  in  Italy.     It  had  been  agreed  among;  the  fubfcrib-  Carlos* 
ing  powers  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  in 
cafe  Don  Carlos  fliould   be  advanced    in  the  courfe  of 
fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  his  brother  Don  Phi 
lip  mould  fucceed  him  on  the  throne   of  Naples  ;  and 
the  duchies  of  Parma,  Pbcentia  and   Guaftalla,  which. 
now  conftituted  his  eftablifhment,  fhould  revert  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria.     The  king  of  Naples  had  never  ac 
ceded  to  this  article,  therefore  he  paid  no  regard  to  it  on 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother  ;  but  retained  both  king 
doms,  without  minding  the  claims  of  the  emprefs-queen, 
who,  he  knew,  was  at   that   time    in  no   condition  to 
fupport  her  pretenfions.     Thus  the  German  war  prov 
ed  a  circumftance  very  favourable   to  his  intereft   and 
ambition.     Before   he  embarked  for    Spain,  however,  Whomak" 
he  took  fome  extraordinary  fteps,  which  evinced  him  a  bi^tTie- 
found  politician  and  fagacious  legifiator.  His  eldeft  fon,  menu 
Don  Philip,  who  now  attained  the    thirteenth  year   of 
his  age,  being  found  in  a   (rate   of  incurable  idiotifm*, 
he  wifely  and  rcfolutely  removed  him  from  the  fuccef- 
VOL.     III.  4  A 

*  j£>jtraEr  ofths  report  made  to  b'ls  catholic  majsfy  by  the  pbyficiar.s  appointed 
to  examine  the  prince  royal  t  his  eldeft  Jon,  in  conjeaqaict  of  -which  bis  roy 
al  bigbnefs  was  declared  incapable  ofjucceeding  to  the  throne  »f  S^ain.  Tranf- 
latedfrom  the  original,  pullijbed  at  Naples,  Heft.  37. 

i  .  Though  his  royal  highnefs  Don  Philip  is  thirteen  years  old  he  is  of  low 
ftature,  and  yet  the  king  his  fatter,  and  the  queen  his  mother,  are  both  of* 
very  proper  height. 

2.  His  royal  highnefs  has  fome  contraction  in  his  joints,  though  he  can 
readily  move,  and  make  ufe  of  them  on  all  occafions. 

3.  His  royal  highnefs  is  apt  ta  itoop  and  hold  down  his  head,  as  people 
of  weak  eyes  often  do. 

4.  The  prince  mod  evidently  fquints,  and  his  eyes  frequently  water  andi 
are  gummy,    particularly  his  k-ft  eye  ;  though  we  cannot  fay  he  is  blinci^ 
but  are  rather  certain  of  the  contrary,  as  his  royal  hlghnefi  can  without  doubt 
diftinjuiih  objects,  both    as  to  their  colour  and  fttuation. 

5.  In  his  natural  fun£Hons,  and  the  molt    common   fenfations,  h?    is 
fometimes  indifferent,  to  things  that  are  convenient  for   him,  and  at   other 
timjs  is  too  warm  and  impetuous.     In  general,  his  paflijns  are  not  reftrain- 
ed  by  reafon. 

6.  The  prince  has  an  obftinate  averfibn  to  fome  kinds  of  common  foodj 
.fuch  as  fruits,  fweetmeats,  Sec. 

j.  All  forts  of  noife  or  found  difturb  and  difconeert  him  ;  ani  it  has  the 

fams  efFett  whether  it  be  foft  and  harmonious,  or  har.1i  and   difagreeabl*. 

8,     The  imprefflons  that  hs  rsceivjs  from  pstia  or  pleafura  are  nsr.h"f 
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B  O  9  K  floni  without  any  regard  to  the  pretended  right  o£ 
**  primogeniture,  by  a  folemn  a£t  of  abdication,  and  fet- 

^"V^^  tlement  of  the  crown  of  the  two  Sicilies  in  favour  of  his 
J759-  third  for,,  Don  Firdinand.  In  this  extraordinary  act  he 
obferves,  That,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  treaties  of 
this  age,  Europe  required  that  the  fovereignty  of  Spain 
fhould  befeparated  from  that  of  Italy,  when  fuch  a  fe- 
paration  could  be  effected  without  tranfgrefling  the 
rules  ofjuftice:  That  the  unfortunate  prince-royal  hav 
ing  been  deftitute  of  reafon  and  reflection  ever  iince  his 
infancy,  and  no  hope  remaining  that  he  could  ever  ac 
quire  the  ufe  of  thefe  faculties,  he  could  not  think  of 
appointing  him  to  the  fucceflion,  how  agreeable  foever 
fuch  a  difpofition  might  be  to  nature  and  his  paternal  af- 
iection  :  He  was,  therefore,  conftrained,  by  the  Divine 
Will,  to  fet  him  af;de,  in  favour  of  his  third  fon,  Don 
Ferdinand,  whofe  minority  obliged  him  toveit  the  ma 
nagement  of  thefe  realms  in  a  regency,  which  he  accord 
ingly  appointed,  after  having  previoufly  declared  his 
fon  Ferdinand  from  that  time  emancipated,  and  freed  not 
only  from  all  obedience  to  his  paternal  power,  but  even 
from  all  fubmiflion  to  his  fupreme  and  fovereigo  autho 
rity.  He  then  decreed,  that  the  minority  of  the  princes 
Succeeding  to  the  kingdom  of  the  two  Sicilies  Ihould  ex 
pire  with  the  fifteenth  year  of  their  age,  when  they 
Ihould  act  as  fovereigns,  auid  have  the  entire  power  of 
the  adminiftration.  He  next  eftablifhed  and  explained 
the  order  of  fucceiHon  in  the  male  and  female  line  ;  on 
condition  that  the  monarchy  of  Spain  fhould  never  be 
united  with  the  kingdoms  of  the  two  Sicilies.  Finally, 
he  transferred  and  made  over  to  the  faid  Don  Ferdinand 
thefe  kingdoms,  with  all  that  he  pofleffed  in  Italy  ;  and 
this  ordinance,  figned  and  fealed  by  himfelf  and  the  in 
fant  Don  Ferdinand,  and  counter-figned  by  the  coun- 
fellors  and  fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  quality  of  members 

flrong  nor  lading,  and  he  is  utterly  unacquainted  with  all  punctilios  of  po- 
jicenefs  and  good  breeding. 

9.  As  to  ra&sand  places,  he  fometimes  remembers  them  and  fometimes 
not ;   but  he  feems  not  to  have  the  iealt  ideas  of  the  myfteries  of  our  ho 
ly  religion. 

10.  He  delights  in  childifh  amufements;  and  thofe  which  are  moft  boi- 
fierous  pleafe  him  belt.     He  is  continually  changing   them,  and    fhifting 
from  one  thing  to  another. 

Signed  by  Don  Franc  is  Beniore,  chief  phyfician  to  the  king  and  kingdom  ; 
Don  Emanuel  de  la  Rofa,  phyfician  to  the  queen  ;  and  the  phyfici- 
ans  CaefarCiribue  Don  Thomas  Pinto,  Doa Francis  Sarrao,  and  Dor> 

Dominique  San  Siverino. 
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of  the  regency,  received  all  the  ufual  forms  of  authen-  CHAP. 
ticity 


Don  Carlos  having  taken  thefe  precautions  for  the 
benefit  of  his  third  fon,  whom  he  left  king  of  Naples,  *^S'J 
embarked  with  the  reit  of  his  family  on  board  a  fqua- 
dron  of  Spanifti  {hips,  who  conveyed  him  to  Barcelona. 
There  he  landed  in  the  month  of  October,  and  pro 
ceeded  to  Madrid,  where,  as  king  of  Spain,  he  was  re 
ceived  amidft  the  acclamations  of  his  people.  He  be 
gan  his  reign,  like  a  wife  prince,  by  regulating  the  in 
terior  economy  of  his  kingdom  ;  by  purfuing  the  plan 
adopted  by  his  predeceflbr  ;  by  retaining  the'  miniftry 
under  whofe  aafpices  the  happinefs  and  commerce  of  his 
people  had  been  extended;  and,  with  refpecl;  to  the  bel 
ligerent  powers,  by  fcrupuloufly  adhering  to  that  neu 
trality  from  whence  thefe  advantages  were  in  a  oreat 
mealure-s  derived. 

While  he  ferenely  enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  profperity,  Trial  and 
his  neighbour  the  king  of  Portugal  was  engrofled  by  a  P""^1"2" 
fpecies  of  employment,  which,  of  all  others,  muft  be  Lg'Jfe^ 
the  moft  difagreeable  to  a  prince  of  fentiment  who  loves  confpira- 
his  people  ;  namely,  the  trial  and  puniftiment  of  thofe  tors- 
confpirators,  by  whofe  atrocious  attempt  his  life  had 
been  fo  much  endangered.  Among  thefe  were  number 
ed  fome  of  the  firft  noblemen  of  the  kingdom,  irratated 
by  difappointed  ambition,  inflamed  by  bigotry,  and 
exafperated  by  revenge.  The  principal  confpirator, 
Don  Jofeph  Mafcarenhas  and  Lencaftrc,  duke  of  Avei- 
ro  marquis  of  Torres  Novas,  and  Conde  of  Santa 
Cruz,  was  hereditary  lord-fteward  of  the  king's  houfe- 
hold,  and  prefident  of  the  palace-court,  or  laft  tribu 
nal  of  appeal  in  the  kingdom  ;  fo  that  he  poflefled  the 
firft  office  in  the  palace,  and  the  fecond  in  the  realm. 
Francifco  de  Affiz,  marquis  of  Tavora  Conde  of  St.  John 
and  Alvor,  was  general  of  the  horfe,  and  head  of  the 
third  noble  houfe  of  the  Tavoras,  the  moft  illuftrious 
family  in  the  kingdom,  deriving  their  origin  from  the 
ancient  kings  of  Leon:  He  married  his  own  kinfwo- 
man,  who  was  marchionefs  of  Tavora  in  her  own  right, 
and  by  this  marriage  acquired  the  marquifate.  Louis 
Bernardo  de  Tavora  was  their  eldeft  fon,  who,  by  vir 
tue  of  a  difpenfation  from  the  pope,  had  cfpoufed  his 
own  aunt  Donna  Therefade  Tavora.  Jofeph  Maria  de 
Tavora,  his  youngeft  brother,  was  alfo  involved  in  the 
guilt  of  his  parents.  The  third  principal  concerned 
was  Don  Jeronymo  de  Attaide,  coade  of  Attouguia, 
himfelf  a  relation,  and  married  to  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
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OOK  the   marquis  of  Tavora.  The  characters  of  all   thefe 
]  perfonages  were  unbSemi(hed  and  refpe6tahle,  until  this 

Y**'  machination  was  detected.  In  the  courfe  of  inveftigaU 
'759>  ing  this  dark  affair,  it  appeared  that  the  duke  of  Aveiro 
had  conceived  a  perfonal  hatred  to  the  king,  who  had 
difappointed  him  in  a  projected  match  between  his  Ton 
and  a  fifter  of  the  duke  de  Cadaval,  a  minor,  and  pre 
vented  his  obtaining  fome  commanderies  which  the  late 
duke  of  Aveiro  had  poffefied  :  That  this  nobleman, 
being  determined  to  gratify  his  revenge  againft  the 
perfon  of  his  fovereign,  had  exerted  all  his  art  and  ad- 
clrefs  in  fecuring  the  participation  of  the  malcontents: 
That,  with  this  view,  he  reconciled  himfelf  to  the  Je- 
fuits,  with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  at  variance, 
knowing  they  were  at  this  time  implacably  incenfed  a- 
gainft  the  king,  who  had  difmiffed  them  from  their  of 
fice  of  penitentiaries  at  court,  and  branded  them  with 
other  marks  of  diia;race,  on  account  of  their  illegal  and 
rebellious  practices  in  South  America  :  The  duke, 
moreover,  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  the 
marchionefs  of  Tavora,  notwithftanding  an  inveterate 
rivalihip  of  pride  and  ambition,  which  had  long  fub- 
iifted  between  the  two  families.  Her  refentment  aeainft 
the  king  was  inflamed  by  the  mortification  of  her  pride 
in  repeated  repiilfes,  when  (he  folicited  the  title  of  duke 
for  her  hufband.  Her  paflions  were  artfully  foment 
ed  and  managed  by  the  Jcfuits,  to  whom  Pne  had  re- 
figned  the  government  of  her  confcience  ;  and  they  are 
faicl  to  have  perfuaded  her,  that  it  would  be  a  meritori 
ous  action  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  prince  who  was  an 
enemy  to  the  church,  and  a  tyrant  to  his  people.  She, 
being  reconciled  to  the  fcheme  of  afTaflination,  exerted 
her  influence  infuch  a  manner  as  to  inveigle  her  hufoand, 
her  fons,  and  fon-in-law  into  the  fame  infamous  de- 
fign  ;  and  yet  this  lady  had  been  always  remarkable  for 
her  piety,  affability,  and  fweetnefs  of  difpofition.  Mar 
r.y  confutations  were  held  by  the  confpirators  at  the 
colleges  of  the  Jefuits,  St.  Antoa,  and  St.  Roque,  as 
well  as  at  the  houfes  of  the  duke  and  the  marquis.  At 
^ft,  they  refolved  that  the  kins;  ftiould  be  afiaffinated  ; 
and  employed  two  ruffians,  called  Antonio  Alvarez  and 
Jofeph  Policarpio,  for  the  execution  of  this  deftgn,  the 
mifcarriage  of  which  we  haverelaced  among  the  tranf- 
actions  of  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  beginning  of  January,  before  the  circumftan- 
.ces  of  the  confpiracy  were  known,  the  counts  de  Obe 
lus  and  ds  Ribeira  Grande,  were  imprifoned  in  the 
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eaftle  of  St.  Julian,  on   a  fufpicion  arifing  from  their  c  H  A  F, 
freedom   of    fpeech.       The   duchcfs   de    Aveiro,    the 
countefs  of  Attouguia,  and  the  marchionefs  of  Alorna,  v~-xvx*/ 
with  their   children,  were  fent  to  different  nunneries  ;     I75S>" 
and  eight  Jefuits  were  taken  into  cuftody.     A  council 
being  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the  prifoners,  the  parti 
culars  we  have    related  were  brought  to  light  by  the 
torture;  and  fentence  of  death  was  pronounced  and  ex 
ecuted   upon   the    convicted  criminals.     Eight  wheels 
were  fixed  upon  a  fcaffold,  raifed  in  the  fquare  oppofite 
to  the  houfe  where  the  prifoners  had  been  confined,  and 
the  I3thof  January  was  fixed  for  the  day  of  execution. 
Antonio    Alvarez    Ferreira,  one    of  the  afTaffins  who 
had  fired  into  the  king's  equipage,  was  fixed  to  a  ftake 
at  one  corner  of  the  fcaffold  ;  and  at  the  other  was  plac 
ed  the   effigy  of  his  accomplice,  Jofeph    Policarpio  de 
Azevedo,  who  had  made  his  cfcape.     The  marchionefs 
of  Tavora,  being  brought  upon   the  fcafFold   between 
eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  was  beheaded  at  one 
ftroke,  and  then  covered  with  a  linen  cloth.     Her  two 
fons,  and  her  fon-in-law,  the  count  of  Attouguia,  with 
three  fervants  of  the  duke  de  Aveiro,  were  firft  ftrang- 
Jed  at  one  ftake  and   afterwards   broke   upon    wheels, 
where  their  bodies    remained  covered ;  But  the  duke 
and    the    marquis,  as  chiefs   of  the   confpiracy,   were 
broke  alive,  and   underwent  the  moft  excruciating  tor 
ments.     The  laft  that  fuffered  was  the  aflaffin  Alvarez 
who  being  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive,  the  combufti- 
blcs  which  had  been  placed  under  the  fcarFold  were  fct 
on  fire,  the  whole  machine  with  their  bodies  confumed 
to  afhes,  and   thefe   afhes  thrown  into  the   fea.     The 
eftates  of  the  three  unfortunate  noblemen  were  confif- 
cated,  and   their    dwelling-houfes  rafed   to  the  ground., 
The  name  of  Tavora  was  fupprefled  for  ever  by  a  pub 
lic  decree;  but  that  of  Mafcarenhas  fpared,  becatife  the 
duke  de  Aveiro  was   a  younger  branch  of  the  family. 
A  reward   of  ten   thoufand  crowns  was  offered  ito  any 
perfon    who  fhould   apprehend   the  a/Failm    who   had 
efcaped.     Then    the  embargo  was  taken  ofF  the  (hip 
ping.     The  king  and  royal  family  affifted  at  a   public 
Te  Deum  fung  in  the  chapel  of  Nofla  Senhora  de  Livra- 
rnento;  on  which  occafion  the  king,  for  the  fatisfac"tiont 
of  his  people,  waved  his  handkerchief  with  both   hands, 
to  (how  he  was  not  maimed  by  the  wounds  he  had  re 
ceived.     Iffuchan   attempt  upon  the   life   of  a   king 
was  infamoufly  cruel  and  perfidious,  it  muft  be  o\vned 
that  the   punifhment  inflicted  upon  the  criminals  was 
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BOOK  horrible  to  human  nature.  The  attempt  itfelf  was  at- 
.J  .  tended  with  fome  circumftances  that  might  have  ftag- 
**V~*J  gered  belief,  had  it  not  appeared  but  too  plain,  that  the 
king  was  actually  wounded.  One  would  imagine,  that 
the  duke  de  Aveiro,  who  was  charged  with  defigns  on 
the  crown,  would  have  made  fome  preparations  for 
taking  advantage  of  the  confufion  and  diforder  which 
muft  have  been  produced  by  the  king's  affaffination ; 
but  we  do  not  find  that  any  thing  of  this  nature  was 
premeditated.  It  was  no  more  than  a  defperate  fcheme 
of  perfonal  revenge,  conceived  without  caution,  and 
executed  without  conduct:  A  circumftance  the  more 
extraordinary,  if  we  fuppofe  the  con fpirators  were  ac 
tuated  by  the  councils  of  the  Jefuits,  who  have  been 
ever  famous  for  fincffe  and  dexterity.  Befides  the  dif- 
covery  of  all  the  particulars  was  founded  upon  confef- 
fion  extorted  by  the  rack,  which,  at  beft,  is  a  fufpici- 
ous  evidence.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  Portuguefe  go 
vernment,  without  waiting  for  a  bull  from  the  pope, 
fequeflrated  all  the  eftates  and  effects  of  the  Jefuits  in 
that  kingdom,  which  amounted  to  confiderable  fums, 
and  reduced  the  individuals  of  the  fociety  to  a  very 
fcanty  allowance.  Complaints  of  their  conduct  having 
been  made  to  the  pope,  he  appointed  a  congregation 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Jefuits  in  Portugal. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  court  of  Lifbon  ordered  a  confi 
derable  number  of  them  to  be  embarked  for  Italy,  and 
refolved  that  no  Jefuit  fiiould  hereafter  refide  within 
its  realms.  When  thefe  tranfports  arrived  at  Civita- 
Vecchia,  they  were,  by  the  pope's  order,  lodged  in  the 
Dominican  and  Capuchin  convents  of  that  city,  until 
proper  houfes  could  be  prepared  for  their  reception  at 
Trivoliand  Frefcati.  The  moft  guilty  of  them,  however, 
were  detained  in  clofe  prifon  in  Portugal,  referved,  in 
ail  probability,  for  a  punishment  more  adequate  to  their 
enormities. 

Parliamcn.  England  flill  continued  to  enjoy  the  bleflings  of 
tary  tranf-  peace  even  amidft  the  triumphs  of  war.  In  the  month 
adions.  of  November,  the  fefiion  of  parliament  was  opened  by 
commilfion ;  and,  the  commons  attending  in  thehoufe 
of  peers,  the  lord-keeper  harangued  the  parliament  to 
this  effect :  He  gave  them  to  underftand  that  his  ma- 
jefty  had  directed  him  to  allure  them  that  he  thought 
himfelf  peculiarly  happy  in  being  able  to  convoke  them 
in  a  fituation  of  affairs  fo  glorious  to  his  crown,  and 
advantageous  to  his  kingdoms  :  That  the  king  (aw  and 
devoutly  adored  the  hand  of  providence,  in  the  many 
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iignal  fuceefTes  both  by  fca  and  land,  with  which  his  C  H  A  p. 
arms  had  been  blefled  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  cam 
paign  :  That  he  reflected  with  great  fatisfa&ion  on  the 
confidence  which  the  parliament  had  in  him,  by  mak- 
ing  fuch  ample  provifions,  and  entrufting  him  with  fuch 
extenfive  powers  for  carrying  on  a  war,  which  the  de 
fence  of  their  valuable  rights  and  pofleffions,  together 
with  the  prefervation  of  the  commerce  of  his  people, 
had  rendered  both  juft  and  neceflary.  He  enumerated 
the  late  fucceffes  of  the  Britifh  arms,  the  reduction  of 
Goree  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  conqueft  of  fo  many 
important  places  in  America,  the  defeat  of  the  French 
army  in  Canada,  the  reduction  of  their  capital  city 
Quebec,  effected  with  fo  much  honour  to  the  courage 
and  conduit  of  his  majefty's  officers  and  forces,  the 
important  advantage  obtained  by  the  Britifh  fquadroa 
off  Cape  Lagos,  and  the  effectual  blocking  up  for  fo 
many  months  the  principal  part  of  the  French  navy  in 
their  own  harbours  ;  events  which  muft  have  filled  the 
hearts  of  all  his  majefty's  faithful  fubjecls  with  the  fin- 
cereftjoy ;  and  convinced  his  parliament  that  there  had 
been  no  want  of  vigilance  or  vigour  on  his  part,  in 
exerting  thofe  means  which  they,  with  fo  much  pru 
dence  and  public-fpirited  zeal,  had  put  into  his  majef 
ty's  hands.  He  obferved,  that  the  national  advantages 
had  extended  even  as  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies,  where,  by 
the  divine  blefling,  the  dangerous  defigns  of  his  ma 
jefty's  enemies  had  mifcarried,  and  that  valuable  branch 
of  commerce  had  received  great  benefit  and  protection: 
That  the  memorable  victory  gained  over  the  French  at 
Minden  had  long  made  a  deep  imprefTion  on  the  minds 
of  his  majefty's  people  :  That  if  the  crifis  in  which  the 
battle  was  fought,  the  fuperior  number  of  the  enemy, 
the  great  and  able  conduct  of  his  majefty's  general, 
prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  were  confidered,  that 
action  muft  be  the  fubje6t  of  lafting  admiration 
and  thankfulnefs:  That  if  any  thing  could  fill  the 
breafts  of  his  majefty's  good  fubjects  with  ftill  further 
degrees  of  exultation,  it  would  be  the  diftinguifbed  and 
unbroken  valour  of  the  Britifti  troops,  owned  and  ap 
plauded  by  thofe  whom  they  overcame.  He  faid  the 
glory  they  had  gained  was  not  merely  their  own,  bur, 
in  a  national  view,  was  one  of  the  moft  important  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  fuccefs,  as  it  muft  be  a  ftriking  ad 
monition  to  our  enemies  with  whom  they  have  to  con 
tend.  He  told  them  that  his  majefty's  good  brother 
and  ally,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  attacked  and  furrounded 
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B  °i^  K  by  f°  many  confiderable  powers,  had,  by  his  magria- 
.",  nimity  and  abilities,  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops, 
been  able,  in  a  furprizing  manner,  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chiefs  concerted  with  fuch  united  force  againft  him. 
He  declared,  by  the  command  of  his  fovereign,  that  as 
his  majefty  entered  into  this  war  not  from  views  of  am 
bition,  fo  he  did  not  wifh  to  continue  it  from  motives 
of  re'fentment :  That  the  defire  of  his  majefty's  heart 
xvas  to  fee  a  ftop  put  to  the  effufion  of  chriftian  blood : 
That,  whenever  fuch  terms  of  peace  could  be  eftablifh- 
ed  as  fhould  be  juft  and  honourable  for  his  majefty  and 
his  allies;  and  by  procuring  fuch  advantages  as,  from 
the  fucceffcs  of  his  majefty's  arms,  might  in  reafon 
and  equity  be  expected,  fhould  bring  along  with  them 
full  Security  for  the  future,  his  majefty  would  rejoice 
to  fee  the  repofe  of  Europe  reftored  on  fuch  folid  and 
durable  foundations;  and  his  faithful  fubje&s,  to 
whofe  liberal  fupport  and  unfliaken  firmnefs  his  majef 
ty  owed  fo  much,  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace  and  tranquillity;  but,  in  order  to  this 
great  and  dcfirable  end,  he  faid  his  majefty  was  confi 
dent  the  parliament  would  agree  with  him,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  ample  proviGon  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  in  all  parts,  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  He  allured 
the  commons,  that  the  great  fupplies  they  had  granted 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament  had  been  faithfully  em 
ployed  for  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  granted  ; 
but  the  uncommon  extent  of  the  war,  and  the  various 
fervices  neceffary  to  be  provided  for,  in  order  to  fecure 
fuccefs  to  his  rnajefty's  meafures,  had  unavoidably  oc- 
cafioned  extraordinary  expences.  Finally,  he  repeat 
ed  the  affurances  from  the  throne  of  the  high  fatisfac- 
tion  his  majefty  took  in  that  union  and  good  harmony 
which  was  fo  confpicuous  among  his  good  fubjecls  :  He 
faid,  his  fovercign  was  happy  in  feeing  it  continued  and 
confirmed;  he  obferved,  that  experience  had  fhown 
how  much  the  nation  owed  to  this  union,  which  alone- 
could  fecure  the  true  happinefs  of  his  people. 

We  fhall  not  anticipate  the  reader's  own  refie&ion,- 
by  pretending  to  comment  upon  either  the  matter  or 
the  form  of  this  harangue,  which,  however,  produced 
AdJ-cH??.  all  the  effect  which  the  fovereign  could  defire.  The 
houfes,  in  their  refpe&ive  addreffes,  feemed  to  vie  with- 
each  other  iu  expreflions  of  attachment  and  complacen 
cy.  The  peers  profcffed  their  utmoft  readinefs  to  con 
cur  in  the  effectual  fupport  of  fuch  further  meafures  as1 
hi?  trnkftv,  in  his  great  wifdom,  fhould  judge  neeei- 
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lary  or  expedient  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour  CHAP 
in  all  parts,  and  for  difappoiating  and  repelling  any  de-,  II- 
fperate  attempts  which  might  be  made  upon  thefe  kino-- 
doms.  The  commons  expreffed  their  admiration  of 
that  true  greatnefs  of  mind  which  difpofed  his  majef- 
ty's  heart,  in  the  midft  of  profperities,  to  wifti  a  {top 
put  to  the  effufion  of  chriftian  blood,  and  to  fee  tran 
quillity  reftored.  They  declared  their  entire  reliance 
on  his  majefty's  known  wifdom  and  firmnefs,  that  this 
defirable  objccl:,  whenever  it  fhould  be  obtained,  would 
be  upon  terms  juft  and  honourable  for  his  majefty  and 
his  allies;  and,  in  order  to  effecT:  that  great  end,  they 
afiured  him  they  would  chearfully  grant  fuch  fupplies  as 
fhould  be  found  necefTary  to  fuftain,  and  prefs  with 
efFecl:,  all  his  extenfive  operations  againft  the  enemy. 
They  did  not  fail  to  re-echo  the  fpeech,  as  ufual,  enu 
merating  the  trophies  of  the  year,  and  extolling  the 
king  of  Pruifia  for  his  conlummate  genius,  magnani 
mity,  unwearied  activity,  and  unlhaken  constancy 
of  mind.  Very  great  reafon,  indeed,  had  his  majefty 
to  be  fatisfied  with  an  addrefs  of  fuch  a  nature  from  a 
houfe  of  commons,  in  which  oppofition  lay  ftrangled  at 
the  foot  of  the  minifter;  in  which  thofe  demagogues, 
who  had  railed  themfelves  to  reputation  and  renown, 
by  declaiming  againft  continental  meafures,  were  be 
come  fo  perfectly  reconciled  to  the  object  of  their  for 
mer  reprobation,  as  to  cultivate  it  even  with  a  degree 
of  enthufialm  unknown  to  any  former  adminiftration, 
and  lay  the  nation  under  fuch  contributions  in  its  be 
half  as  no  other  miniftry  duift  ever  meditate.  Thus 
difpofed,  it  was  no  wonder  they  admired  the  moderation 
of  their  fovereign,  in  offering  to  treat  of  peace,  after 
above  a  million  of  men  had  perilhed  by  the  war,  and 
twice  that  number  been  reduced  to  mifery  ;  after  whole 
provinces  had  been  depopulated,  whole  countries  fub- 
dued,  and  the  victors  themfelves  almoft  crufhed  by  the 
trophies  they  had  gained. 

Immediately  after  the  addrefTes  were  prefented,  the  Supplier 
commons  refolved  themfelves  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  and  having  unanimoufly  voted  a  fupply  to 
his  majefty,  began  to  take  the  particulars  into  confider- 
ation.  This  committee  was  continued  till  the  I2th  of 
May,  when  that  whole  buiinefs  was  accomplifhed. 
For  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  they  voted  feventy 
thoufarid  feamen,  including  eighteen  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  marines  ;  and  for  their  mainte 
nance  allotted  three  millions  fix  hundred  and  forty 
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BOOK  thoufand  pounds.     The  number  of  land  forces,  includ- 
1V"-        ing  the  Britifh  troops  in  Germany,  and  the   invalids, 

V-*'VS">  they  fixed  at  fifty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
J"59-  ninety-four  men;  and  granted  for  their  fubfiftence  one 
million  three  hundred  eighty-three  thoufand  feven  hun 
dred  and  forty-eight  pounds  and  ten  pence.  For  main 
taining  other  forces  in  the  plantations  Gibraltar,  Guada- 
loupe,  Africa,  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  they  allowed  eight 
hundred  forty-fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight 
pounds  nineteen  {hillings.  For  the  expence  of  four  regi 
ments  on  thelrifh  eftablifnment  ferving  in  North  Ame 
rica,  they  voted  thirty-five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-four  pounds  eight  (hillings  and  four  pence.  For  pay 
to  the  general  and  general  (raff-officeis,  and  officers 
of  the  hofpital  for  the  land  forces,  they  ailigned  fifty- 
four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  ele 
ven  (hillings  and  nine  pence.  They  voted  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  militia  in  South  and  North-Britain  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  two  thoufand  and  fix  pounds  four 
(hillings  and  eight  pence.  They  granted  for  the  main 
tenance  of  thirty-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  being  the  troops  of  Hanover,  Wolfenbut- 
tel,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  Buckebourg,  retained  in  the 
fervice  of  Great  Britain,  the  fum  of  four  hundred 
forty-feven  thoufand  eigth  hundred  eighty-two  pounds 
ten  (hillings  and  five  pence  half-penny  ;  and  for  nine 
teen  thoufand  Heffian  troops,  in  the  fame  pay,  they 
l^ave  three  hundred  fixty-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred 
twenty-five  pounds  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence.  They 
afterwards  beftowed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  eight 
thoufand  and  twelve  pounds  tweJVfe  (hillings  and  fe 
ven  pence  for  defraying  the  additional  expence  of  aug 
mentations  in  the  troops  of  Hanover  and  HefTe,  and 
the  Britifh  army  ferving  in  the  empire.  For  the  or 
dinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-  pay  to  fea-officers  ; 
for  carrying  on  the  building  of  two  hofpitals,  one  near 
Gofoort,  and  the  other  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ply 
mouth  ;  for  the  fupport  of  the  hofpital  at  Greenwich  ; 
for  purchafing  ground,  erecting  wharfs,  and  other  ac 
commodations  necefiary  for  refitting  the  fleets  at  Ha!- 
lifax,  in  Nova-Scotia  ;  for  the  charge  of  the  office  of 
ordnance,  and  defraying  the  extraordinary  expence  in 
curred  by  that  office  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  they 
allowed  ieven  hundred  eighty-one  thoufand  four  hun 
dred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  fix  pence. 
Towards  paying  off  the  navy  debt,  buildings,  re-build 
ings,  and  repairs  of  the  king's  (hips,  together  with  the 
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charge  of  tranfport  fervice,  they  granted  one  million  C  H  A  P. 
feven  hundred  and  one  thoufand  feventy-eight  pounds  , 
fixteen  (hillings  and  Ax  pence.  For  defraying  the  ex-  VlO^> 
traordinary  expences  of  the  land-forces,  and  other  fer-  1-759' 
vices  not  provided  for  by  parliament,  comprehending 
the  penfions  for  the  widows  of  reduced  officers,  they 
allotted  the  fum  of  nine  hundred  fifty-five  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  fifteen  fhillings 
and  five  pence  halfpenny.  They  voted  one  million, 
to  empower  his  majefty  to  difcharge  the  like  Aim,  rai 
led  in  purfuance  of  an  act  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  or  fupplics 
to  be  granted  in  this  fefTion  of  parliament.  They  gave 
fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  for  enabling 
his  majefty  to  make  good  his  engagements  with  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  purfuant  to  a  new  convention  between 
him  and  that  monarch,  concluded  on  the  Qth  day  of 
November  in  the  prefent  year.  Fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
they  allowed,  upon  aorount,  towards  enabling  the 
principal  officers  of  his  majefty's  ordnance  to  defray 
the  neceflary  charges  and  expences  of  taking  down 
and  removing  the  prefent  magazine  for  gunpowder,  fi- 
tuated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Greenwich,  and  of  e- 
re&ing  it  in  fome  lefs  dangerous  fituation.  Sixty  thou 
fand  pounds  they  gave,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  fulfil 
his  engagements  with  the  landgrave  of  Heffe-CafTel, 
purfuant  to  the  feparatc  article  of  a  treaty  between  the 
two  powers,  renewed  to  the  month  of  November ;  the 
fum  to  be  paid  as  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  fhould  think 
it  moft  convenient,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  means  by 
which  the  landgrave  might  again  fix  his  refidence  in  his 
own  dominions,  and  by  his  preferice  give  frcfh  courage 
to  his  faithful  fubjects.  Five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
they  voted,  upon  account,  as  a  prefent  fupply  towards 
defraying  the  charges  of  forage,  bread,  bread-waggons, 
train  of  artillery,  wood,  ftraw,  provifions,  and  con 
tingencies  of  his  majefty's  combined  army  under  the 
command  of  prince  Ferdinand.  To  the  Foundling- 
hofpital  they  granted  five  thoufand  pounds ;  and  fifteen 
thoufand  for  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  the 
pafTage  over  and  through  London-bridge.  To  replace 
divers  fums  taking  from  the  finking-fund,  they  grant 
ed  two  hundred  twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-one  pounds  nineteen  (hillings  and  four  pence. 
For  the  fubfiftence  of  reduced  officers,  including  the 
allowances  to  the  feveral  officers  and  private  men  of  the 
two  troops  of  horfe-guards  and  regimeriC  of  horfc  reduced 
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BOOK  and  to  the  fuperanuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of 
•  J^".  horfe-guards,    they    voted    thirty-eight  thoufand   five 
*""VX^  hundred  and  ninety-feven   pounds  nine  (hillings.     Up- 
I759>     on  account,  for  the  fupport  of  the  colonies  of  Nova- 
Scotia  and   Georgia,  they   granted  twenty-one  thou 
fand  fix   hundred  ninety-four  pounds  two  {hillings  and 
tw  >  pence.     For  enabling   the  king  to  give  a  proper 
compenfation   to    the  provinces  in  North  America   for 
the  expences  they   might    incur   in  levying  and  main 
taining  troops,  according  as   the  vigour  and  activity  of 
thofe  refpe&ive    provinces    fhould    be    thought   by  his 
majefty    to  merit,  they  advanced  the  fum  of  two  hun 
dred  thoufand  pounds.     The  Eaft  India  company  they 
gratified   with   twenty   thoufand  pounds,  towards  en 
abling  them  to  defray    the  expence  of  a  military  force 
in  their  fettlements,  in  lieu  of  a  battalion  of  the  king's 
troops  now  returned  to  Ireland.     Twenty-five  thou 
fand  pounds  were  provided  for  the  payment  of  theout- 
penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital.     For  fubfequent  aug 
mentations  of  the  Britifh  forces,  fince  the  firft  eftimate 
of  guards   and  garrifons  for  the  enfuing  year  v/as  pre- 
fented,    they    allowed   one  hundred    thirty-four   thou 
fand  one  hundred    thirty-nine   pounds    feventeen    Ihil 
lings  and  four  pence.     They  further  voted,  upon  ac 
count,  towards   enabling  the   governors  and  guardians 
of  the  Foundling    hofpita!   to    maintain,  educate,   and 
bind    apprentice  the   children    admitted   into   the  faid 
charity,  the  fum   of  forty-feven   thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  pounds.      For  defraying  the  expence  of 
maintaining  the  militia  in  South  and  North  Britain,  to 
the  24th  day   of  December  cf  the  enfuing  year,  they 
voted  an  additional  grant   of  two  hundred  ninety  thou 
fand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds  fixteen  fhil- 
Jings  and  eight   pence  :   And,  moreover,  they  granted 
fourfcore  thoufand    pounds,  upon  account,  towards  de 
fraying  the  charge   of  p;-y  and  clothing  of  the  unembo- 
died  militia  for   the   year,  ending,  on  the  25th  day   of 
March,  in   the  year   one  thoufand  feven   hundred   and 
fixiy-one.     For  reimhurfmg  the  colony  of  New  York 
ti  ir  expences  in  furnifhing  provifions  and  ftores  to  the 
troops  raifed  by  them   for  "his  mnjeily's  fervice,  in  the 
campaign  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven   hundred  and 
fifty-fix,  the  y  Allowed   two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
feventy-fevea  pounds  (even  (hillings   and  eight  pence; 
and,  for   maintaining  the  Britifh    forts  and  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  they  renewed  the  grant  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds.     For  the  maintenance  and  augments- 
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tion  of  the  troops  of  Brunfwick  in   the  pay  of  Great  CHAP. 
Britain,  for   the   enfuing  year,  purfuant  to  an  ulterior 
convention,  concluded  and  figned  at  Paderborn,  on  the  ^*"V**^ 
5th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  feven  him-     I?59< 
dred    and    iixty,    they    granted     the    fum    of    ninety 
thoufand    feven   hundred   and   fixty-nine  pounds  eight 
fhillings  and  eleven  pence  farthing ;  and  for  the  troops 
of  Heffe-CafT-l,  in  the  fame  pay,  during  the  fame  pe 
riod,  they  allotted  one  hundred  and  one  thoufand  ninety 
fix  pounds  three  (hillings  and  two  pence.     For  the  ex 
traordinary  expences  of  the  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices  incurred  from  the  24th  day  of  November   in  the 
prefent  year  to  the  24th   of  December  following,  and 
not  provided  for,  they  granted  the  fum  of  four  hundred 
twenty  thoufand  one   hundred  and  twenty  pounds  one 
fhilline;.     To  make  good  the    deficiency  of  the  giants 
for  the  fervice  of  this   prefent  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-nine,  they  aiTigned  the  fum  offevcnty 
five  thoufand    one   hnndred   and  feventy  pounds  three 
pence  farthing.     For  printing  the  journals  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  they  gave  five  thoufand  pounds ;  and  fix 
hundred  thirty-four  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  feven 
pence,  as   inter  eft,  at    the   rate  of  four  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  25th  day  of  Auguft   in   the   prefent 
year,  to   the  fame  day  of  April   next,  for  the  fum  of 
twenty-three  thoufand    eight   hundred  pounds    eleven 
fhillings  and  eleven  pence,  remaining  in    the  office  of 
ordnance,  and  not  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  of 
the  king's    remembrancer   of  the    court  of.  exchequer, 
as  directed  by  an  a£t  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  parlia 
ment,  to  make   compenfation  for  lands    and    heredita 
ments  purchafed  for  his  majefty's  fervice  at  Chatham, 
Portfmouth,  and   Plymouth,  by   reafon  of  doubts  and 
difficulties  which  had  arifen   touching  the  execution  of 
the  faid  acl.     P"or   defraying  the  extraordinary   charge 
of  the  mint  during  the  prefent  year,  they  allowed  ele 
ven   thoufand   nine  hundred  and  forty  pounds  thirteen 
(hillings  and  ten  pence;  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds,  upon  account,  for   paying   the   debts  claimed 
and  fuftained  upon  a  forfeited  eftate  in  North  Britain. 
They  likewife  allowed  twelve  thoufand   eight  hundred 
and  feventy-four  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  ten  pence, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  light    dra 
goons,    and    of   an  additional  company   to  the   corps 
commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Vaughan.     Finally, 
they  voted   one  million,  upon  account,  to   enable  the 
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BOOK  king  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of  the  v/ar, 
Iv-  incurred  cr  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 

v-x"v">^/  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty;  and  to  take  all 
V7j'9'  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  neceffary  to  defeat  any  en- 
terprize  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require.  On  the  whole,  the  fum  tot?l 
granted  in  this  fe/Tion  of  parliament  amounted  to  fifteen 
millions  five  hundred  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fixty-three  pounds  fifteen  fhiliings  and  nine  pence  half 
penny;  a  fum  fo  enormous,  whether  we  confider  the 
ration  that  raifed  it,  or  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
raifed,  that  every  Briton  of  a  fedate  mind,  attached  to 
the  intereft  and  welfare  of  his  country,  muft  reflect 
upon  it  with  equal  aftonifhment  and  concern^  A  fum 
confiderably  more  than  double  the  largeft  fubfidy  that 
was  granted  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  when  the  na 
tion  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  glory,  and  retained  half 
the  powers  of  Europe  in  her  pay :  A  fum  almoft  dou 
ble  of  what  any  former  adminiilration  durft  haveafked; 
and  near  double  of  what  the  moft  fanguine  calculators 
who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  thought 
the  nation  could  give,  without  the  moft  imminent  ha 
zard  of  immediate  bankruptcy.  Of  the  immenfe  fup- 
ply  which  we  have  particularized,  the  reader  will  per 
ceive,  that  two  millions  three  hundred  forty-four  thou 
fand  four  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds  fixteen  fhil 
iings  and  feven  pence  three  farthings,  were  paid  to  fo 
reigners  for  fupporting  the  war  in  Germany  exclufive 
of  the  money  expended  by  the  Britifh  troops  in  that 
country,  the  number  of  which  amounted,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  enfuing  year,  to  twenty  thoufand  men  ;  a  num 
ber  the  more  extraordinary,  if  we  confider  they  were 
all  tranfported  to  that  continent  during  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  thofe  who  declared  in  parliament,  (the  words 
frill  founding  in  cur  cars),  that  not  a  man,  nor  even 
half  a  man,  fhould  be  fent  from  Great  Britain  to  Ger 
many,  to  fight  the  battles  of  any  foreign  elector.  Into 
theexpcnceof  the  German  warfuftained  by  Great  Bri 
tain,  we  muft  alfo  throw  the  charge  of  tranfporting  the 
Englifh  troops,  the  article  of  forage,  which  alone  a- 
mounted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign,  to  one 
million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befides  pon 
tage,  waggons,  horfes,  and  many  other  contingen 
cies.  To  the  German  war  we  may  alfo  impute  the  ex- 
traortiinary  expence  incurred  by  the  actual  fervice  of 
ti;c  miliria,  which  the  abfencc  of  the  leguiar  troops 
rendered  in  a  urc-at  meafure  neceffary;  and  the  lofs  of  fo 
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many  hands  withdrawn  from  induftry,  from  hufbandry  C  H  A  p- 
and  manufacture.     The  lofs  fuftaintd  by  this  connec-  , 
tion  was  equally  grievous  and  apparent :  The  advan-     ""V* 
tage  accruing  from  it,  either  to   Britain  or  Hanover,     *759' 
we  have  not  difcernment   fufficient  to  perceive,   confe- 
quently  cannot  be  fuppofed  able  to  explarn. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  having  duly  de-  Ways  and 
liberated   on   the  articles  of  fupply,  continued   fitting  K' 
from  the  22d  day  of  November  to  the    I4th   of  May, 
during  which  period,  theyeftablifhed  the  neceffary  funds 
to  produce  the  fums  which  had   been    grantee!.      The 
land  tax  at  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  malt-tax, 
were  continued,  as  the  (landing  revenue  of  Great  Bri 
tain.     The  fum  of  eight  millions   was   rcfolved  to  be 
raifed  by  transferable  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  four^r 
cent,  and    by    a    lottery  :  Additional   {lamp-duties    on 
vellum,   parchment,    and   paper,    were  impofed  ;    and 
likewife   a  new  duty  on    fpirits.       The  whole  provi- 
fion  made  by   the   committee   of  ways  and   means    a- 
mounted  to  fixteen  millions  one  hundred  thirty  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fixty-one   pounds  nine  {hillings   and 
eight  pence,  exceeding  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty,    in  the  fum 
of  fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred 
ninety-feven  pounds  thirteen  (hillings    and   ten   pence 
halfpenny.     This  excefs,  however,  will  not  appear  ex 
traordinary,  when  we  confider,  that  it   was  deftined   to 
make  good   the   premium  of  two   hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  fubfcribers  upon  the  eight  mil 
lion  loan,  as  well  as  the  deficiencies  in  the  other  grants, 
which  never  fail  to  make  a  confiderable   article  in   the 
fupply  of  every  feffion.      That  thefe   gigantic   ftrides 
towards  the  ruin  of  public  credit  were  fuch  as  might 
alarm  every  well  wifher    to  his   country    will    perhaps 
more  plainly  appear  in   the  fum  total  of  the  national 
debt,  which  including  the  incumbrance  of  one  million 
charged  upon  the  civil  lift  revenue,  and  provided  for  by 
a  tax  upon  Salaries  and    pensions   payable  out   of  that 
revenue,  amounted,  at  this  period,  to  the   tremendous 
fum  of  one   hundred  and  eight  millions  four  hundred 
ninety-three  thoufand   one  hundred  fifty-four   pounds 
fourteen  fhiilings  and  eleven  pence  one   farthing.     A 
comfortable  reflection  this  to  a  people  involved   in  the 
mod  exnenfive  war  that  ever  was   waged,  and  already 
burthened  with  fuch  taxes  as  no  other  nation  ever  bore. 
It  is  not  at  all  neceiikry  to  particularife  the  acts  that 
were  founded  upon  the  refolutions  touching  the  fupply. 
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B  °ii°  K  We  fliall  onlyobferve,  that  in  theact  for  theland  tax,  and 
t^_i  in  trili  ac^  for  the  malt-tux,  there  was  a  claufe  of  credit,  em 
powering  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  to  raife  the 
money  which    they  produced   by  loans  on   exchequer 
bills,  bearing;  an   intereft  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 
that  is,  one  'per  cent,  higher    than  the   intereft   ufually 
granted  in  time  of  peace.      While  the   houfe  of  com 
mons  deliberated  on  the  bill  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
feveral  duties  upon  malt,  and  for  raifing  a  certain  fum 
of  money  to  be  charged  on  the  f.iid  duties,  a    petition 
was  prefented  by  the  maltfters  of  Ipfwich  and  parts  ad 
jacent,  againft  an  additional  duty  on  the  ftock  of  malt 
in  hand  :  But  no  regard  was  paid  to  this  remonftrance ; 
and    the  bill,    with  feveral    new   amendments,  pafled 
through  both  houfes,  under  the  title  of  "  An    act  for 
granting  to  his  majefty  feveral  duties  upon  malt,   and 
for  railing  the  fum  of  eight  millions  by  way  of  annu 
ities  and  a  lottery,  to  be  charged   on  the  faid   duties  ; 
and  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  obtaining  of  allowances 
in  the   guaging  of  corn    making    into    malt ;  and  for 
making    forth    duplicates   of    exchequer-bills,    tickets 
certificates,  receipts,  annuity  orders  and   other   orders 
loft,  burned,  or  otherwife  deftroyed."     The  other  three 
bills    that   turned    wholly   on   the   fupply   were  pafied 
in  common  courfe,  without  the    leaft  oppofition  in  ei 
ther  houfe,  and  received  the  royal  aflent  by  commi.Olon, 
at  the  end  of  the   feilion.     The  firft  of  thefe,  entitled, 
"  A  bill  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  raife  a  certain  fum 
of  money  for  the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned," 
contained  a  claufe  of  appropriation,  added  to  it  by  in- 
ftruction;  and  the  bank  was  enabled  to  lend  the  million 
which  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  were  empow 
ered  by  the  act  to  borrow,  at  the  intereft  of  four  pounds 
per  cent.  The  fecond,   granting  to  his    majefty  a    cer 
tain  fum  of  money  out  of  the  finking  fund,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty, 
comprehended  a  claufe   of  credit    for  borrowing    the 
money  thereby  granted  ;  and  another  claufe,  empower 
ing  the  bank  to  lend  it  without  any  limitation  of  inte 
reft  ;  and  the  third,  enabling  his  majefty  to  raife  a  cer 
tain  fum  of  money  towards  difcharging  the  debt  of  the 
navy,  and  for  naval   fervices   during  the   enfuing  year, 
enacted,   that  the  exchequer   bills  thereby  to  be  itTued 
fhould  not  be  received,  or  pafs  to  any  receiver  or  col 
lector  of  the  public  revenue,  or    at  the    receipt   of  the 
exchequer,  before  the  26th  day  of  March  in  the   year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-one. 
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As  the  aft  of  the    preceding  feffion  prohibiting  the  CHAP. 
malt-diftillery,  was   to   expire  at  Chiftmas,  the  com 
mons  thinking  it  neceffary  to  confider  of  proper    me-     *"V>lJ 
thods  for  laying  the  malt  diftillery    under  fuch  regula-  »  .V59' 

•-   ,  c        n*     \         *  etitions 

tions  as  might  prevent,  ir  pomble,  its  being  prejudici-  for  ana  a- 
al  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people,  began  as  ear-  S':u^ft  the 
ly  as  the  month  of  November,  to   deliberate    on  this  dlll:lller>'- 
affair  ;  which    being   under     agitation,  petitions  were 
presented  to  the  houfe  by  feveral  of  the  principal   inha 
bitants  of  Spitalfields  ;  the  mayor   and  commonalty  of 
New     Sarum  ;  the    gentlemen,      clergy,     merchants, 
manufacturers,  tradefmen,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Col- 
chefter  ;  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of 
King's  Lynn  in   Norfolk;  the  mayor  and    bailiffs  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed  ;  reprefenting  the  advantage  ac-     \ 
cruing  from  the  prohibition  of  the  malt  diftillery,  and 
praying  the  continuance  of  the  act  by  which  it  was  pro 
hibited.     On  the  other   hand,  counter-petitions    were 
offered  by  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  and  other  gentlemen 
of  the  city  of  Norwich  ;  by  the  landowners  and  holders 
of  the  fouth-weft  parts  of  EfTex  ;  and  by  the   freehold 
ers  of  the  ftiires  of  Rofs  and  Cromarty,  in   North  Bri 
tain  ;  alledging,  that  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  which   had 
made    it   neceffary  to  prohibit  the   malt-diftillery,  had 
ceafed  ;  and  that  the  continuing  the  prohibition  beyond 
the  neceflity   which  had    required  it  would  be   a  great 
lofs  and  difcouragement  to   the  landed  intereft  ;  they, 
therefore,  prayed,  that  the  faid  diftillery  might  be  again 
opened,  under  fuch  regulations  and    reftrictions   as   the 
houfe  fhould  think  proper.     Thefe   remoriftranccs   be 
ing  taken  into  confideration,  and  divers  accounts  peruf- 
ed,  the  houfe  unanimoufly  agreed  that  the   prohibition 
fhould  be  continued  for  a  limited  time  ;  and  a  bill   be 
ing    brought     in,  purfuant   to   this    refolution,    pafTed 
through  both  houfes,  and   received  the    royal    aiient  ; 
by  which  means    the   prohibition  of   the  malt-dirlillery 
was  continued  till  the  24th  day  of  December  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fixty,  unlefs  fuch  con 
tinuation  fnould  be    abridged  by  any   other  aft   to  be 
pafled  in  the  prefcnt  feflion. 

The  committee,  having  examined  a  great  number 
of  accounts  and  papers  relating  to  fpirituous  liquors, 
agreed  to  four  refoiutions,  importing,  that  the  picknt 
high  price  of  fpirituous  liquors  is  a  principal  caule  of 
the  diminution  in  the  home  confumption  thereof,  and 
hath  greatly  contributed  to  the  health,  fobriety,  and  i:> 
duftry  of  the  common  people:  That  in  order  to  con- 
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BOOK  tinue  for  the  future  theprefcnt  high  price  of  ail  fpirits 
_        .  uicd    for  home-confumption,  a  large    additional    duty 
{hot-Id  be  laid  upon  all    fpirituous   liquors    whatfoever 
diftiiled  within  or  imported    into  Great  Britain:  That 
there  fhould  be  a  drawback,  of  the  faid  additional  duties 
upon  all  fpirituous   liquors   diiiilled  in  Great   Britain, 
which  fliould  be  exported  ;  and  that  an  additional  boun 
ty  fhould    be  granted,  under  proper  regulations,  upon 
die  exportation  of  all  fpirituous  liquors  drawn   from 
corn  in  Great  Britain.       A  great  many  accounts  beino- 
perufed,  and  witnefles  examined,  relating  to  the  diftil- 
lery,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  prevent  the  excefiive  ufe 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  by  laying  an  additional  duty  there 
upon  ;  and  to  encourage  the  exportation  of  Britifli  made 
ipirits.     Confiderable  oppofition  was  made  to  the    bill, 
on  the  opinion  that  the    additional   duty   propofed    was 
too  fmall  j  and  that,  among  the  refolutions,  there   was 
not  fo  much  as  one  that  looked  like   a  provifion   or   re 
daction  for  preventing  the   pernicious   abufc  of  fuch 
liquors.  Nay, many  perfons  affirmed,  that  what  was  pro 
pofed  looked  more  like  a  fcheme  for  increafmgthe  pub- 
Jic  revenues,  than  a  falutary  mesfure  to  prevent  excefs. 
The  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  town  of  Bir 
mingham  petitioned   for   fuch  reftriclions.     The   lord 
mayor,    aldermen,  and    common  council  of  London, 
prefented  a  petition  by  the  hands   of  the   two    Sheriffs, 
ietting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  had,  with  great  plca- 
fure,  obferved  the  happy  confequences    pioduced  upon 
the    morals,    behaviour,    induftry,  and  health   of  the 
lower  clafs  of  people,  fince  the  prohibition  of  the  malt 
diftillery  :  That  the  petitioners,  having  obferved  a  bill 
xvas  brought  in  to   alloy/  the  ciftiiiing   of  fpirits    from 
corn,  were  apprehensive  that  the  encouragement  given 
to  the  diftiilers  thereof  would    prove  detrimental  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  the  nation  ;  and  they   conceiv 
ed  the  advantages  propofed  to  be  allowed  upon  the  ex 
portation  of  fuch  fpirits,  being  fo  much  above  the  value 
of  the    commodity,  would   lay   fuch  a  temptation    for 
finuggling  and  perjury  as  no  law  could   prevent.  They 
expreflkd  their  fears,  that,  fhould  fuch   a  bill  pafs   into 
a  law,  the  exceffive  ufe  of  fp'n-ituous  liquors  would  not 
only   debilitate  and   enervate  the  labourer11,  manufac 
turer?)  Tailors,  foldiers,  and  all  the  lower  clafs  of  people, 
^and  thereby  extinguifh  induftry,  and   that    remarkable 
intrepidity  which  had    lately  fo  eminently   appeared  in 
the  Britiffi  nation,  which    muft  always  depend    on  the 
vigour  and  induftry  of  its    people  j  but  alfo  its  liberty 
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and  happinefs,  which  cannot  be  fupported  wilhout  tem-  CHAP. 
perance  and  morality,  would  run  the  utmon:  rifque  of 
being  deftroyed.  They  declared  themfelves  alfo  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  the  extraordinary  confumption  of  bread 
corn  by  the  (till,  would  not  only  raife  the  price,  fo  as 
to  opprefs  the  lower  clafs  of  people  ?  but  would  raife 
luch  a  bar  to  the  exportation  thereof,  as  to  deprive  the 
nation  of  a  great  influx  of  money,  at  that  tirrie  eflential 
towards  the  maintaining  of  anexpenfive  war,  and  there- 
tore  highly  injure  the  landed  and  commercial  intereft  : 
They,  therefore,  prayed,  that  the  prefent  prohibition 
of  diftilling  fpirits  from  corn  might  be  continued,  or 
that  the  ufe  of  wheat  might  not  be  allowed  in  diftilla- 
tion. 

This  rernonftrance  was  corroborated  by  another  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  feveral  merchants,  manufac 
turers,  and  traders  refiding  in  and  near  the  city  of 
London;  and  feemed  to  have  fome  weight  with  the 
commons,  who  made  feveral  amendments  in  the  bill, 
which  they  now  entitled,  "  A  bill  for  preventing  the 
exceflive  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  by  laying  additional 
duties  thereon  :  For  ftiortening  the  prohibitio  n  for 
making  low  wines  and  fpirits  from  wheat :  For  encou 
raging  the  exportation  of  Britifti-made  fpirits,  and  pre 
venting  the  fraudulent  relanding  or  importation  thereof." 
Thus  altered  and  amended,  itpafTed  on  a  divifion  ;  and, 
making  its  way  through  the  houfe  of  lords,  acquired 
the  royal  fanclion.  Whether  the  law  be  adequate  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  enacted  time  will  de 
termine.  The  beft  way  of  preventing  the  excefs  of  fpi 
rituous  liquors,  would  be  to  lower  the  excife  on  beer 
and  ale,  fo  as  to  enable  the  poorer  clafs  of  labourers  to  re- 
frefti  themfelves  with  a  comfortable  liquor  for  nearly 
the  fame  eat^ence  that  will  procure  a  quantity  of  geneva 
fufncient  for  intoxication  ;  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  a  poor  wretch  will  expend  his  laft  penny  upon  a 
draft  of  fmall  beer,  without  ft rength,  or  the  leaft  fatis- 
factory  operation,  when  for  the  half  of  that  fum  he  can 
purchafe  cordial,  that  will  almoft  inftantaneoufly  allay 
the  fenfe  of  hunger  and  cold,  and  regale  his  imagination 
with  the  moft  agreeable  illusions.  Malt  was  now  fold 
cheaper  than  it^was  in  the  firft  year  of  king  James  I. 
when  the  parliament  enacted,  That  no  inn-keeper, 
victualler,  or  alehoufe-keeper  fhould  fell  lefs  than  a. 
full  quart  of  the  beft  ale  or  beer,  or  two  quarts  of  the 
fmali,  for  one  penny,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty 
{Killings.  It  appears,  then,  that  in  the  reign  of  James, 
the  fubjeft  paid  but  four  pence  for  a  gallon  of  ftrong 
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B  °iy  K  k£er)  wn'cn-  n0w  c°fts  a  Billing;  r.nd  as  the  malt  is  rot 
,-       increafed  in  value,  the  difference  in  the  price  rruft   be 


entirely  owing  to  the  taxes  on  beer,  malt,  and  hops, 
which  are  indeed  very  grievous,  though  perhaps  necef- 
fary.  The  duty  on  fmall  bar  is  certainly  one  of  the 
heavieft  taxes  impofed  upon  any  fort  of  confumption 
that  connot  be  confidered  as  an  article  of  luxury.  Two 
bufhels  of  malt,  and  two  pounds  of  hops,  are  required 
to  make  a  barrel  of  good  fmall  beer,  which  was  for 
merly  fold  fnr  fix  (hillings;  and  the  taxes  payable  on 
iuch  a  barrel  amounted  to  three  (hilling  and  fix-pence  ; 
fo  that  the  fum  total  of  the  imnofition  on  this  commodi 
ty  was  equal  to  a  land-tax  of  eleven  iliilHngs  and  eight 
pence  in  the  pound. 

Kllforim-  immediately  after  the  refolution  relating  to  the  pro 
nto  beef."  n^ition  of  fpirits  from  wheat,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
leave  given,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  time, 
limited,  the  acT:  of  thelaft  feflion,  p-rmitting  the  impor 
tation  of  falted  beef  from  Ireland.  This  pertni/fion  was 
accordingly  extended  to  the  24-ih  day  of  December,,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ftxty-one.  In 
all  probability  this  fhort  and  temporary  continuance 
was  propofed  by  the  favourers  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  clamour  and  oppofition  of  prejudice  and  ig 
norance,  which  would  have  been  dangeroufly  alarm 
ed,  had  it  been  rendered  perpetual.  Yet,  as  undoubt 
ed  evidence  had  proved  before  the  committee,  while  the 
bill  was  depending,  that  the  importation  rnd  been  of 
great  fervice  to  England,  particularly  in  reducing  the 
price  of  falted  beef  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  perhaps  no 
consideration  ought  to  have  prevented  the  legislature 
from  perpetuating  the  law  ;  a  meafure  that  would  en 
courage  the  grafiers  of  Ireland  to  breed  and  fatten  horn 
ed  cattle,  and  certainly  put  a  ftop  to  theimra6tice  of 
exporting  falted  beef  from  that  kingdom  to  France, 
•which  undoubtedly  furnifhes  the  traders  of  that  king 
dom  with  opportunities  of  exporting  wool  to  the  fame 
country. 

Militia.  As  feveral  lieutenants  of  counties   had,  for  various 

reafons,  fufpendcd  all  proceedings  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  militia  for  limited  time?,  which 
fufpenfions  were  deemed  inconiiftent  with  the  intent  of 
the  legiflature,  a  bill  was  now  brought  in,  to  enable  his 
majefty's  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  counties  of  England 
and  Wales  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  th-.-  militia 
Jaws,  notwithstanding  any  edjourments.  It  was  enact 
ed,  That,  as  the  fpeedy  execution  of  the  laws  for  regu 
lating  the  militia  was  moft  eiTentially  neceflary  at  this 
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juncture  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdon,  eve-  CHAP, 
ry  lieutenant  of  the  place  were  fuch  fufpenfion  had  hap-       il> 
pen^d,  fliould,  within  one   month  after    the  paffing   of 
this  act,  proceed  as  if  there  had  been  no   fuch   fufpen- 
fion  ;  and  fummon  a  meeting  for  the  fame  purpofe  once 
in  every  fucceeding  month,  until  a  fufficient  number  of 
officers,  qualified  and  willing  toferve,   (hould  be  found, 
or  until  the  expiration  of  the  act  for  the  better  ordering 
the  militia  forces. 

The  eftabliihment  of  a  regular  militia  in  South  Bri- 
tain  could  not  fail  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  the  pa- 
triots  of  Scotland.  They  were  convinced,  from  rea-  Erit?.in. 
fon  and  experience,  that  nothing  could  more  tend  to  the 
peace  and  iecurity  of  their  country  than  fuch  an  efta- 
blifhment  in  North  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
had  been  peculiarly  expofed  to»infurrections,  which  a 
well-regulated  militia  might  have  prevented,  or  ftifled 
in  the  birth  ;  and  their  coaft  had  been  lately  alarmed  by 
a  threatened  invafion,  which  nothing  but  the  want  of 
iuch  an  eftabliihment  had  rendered  formidable  to  the 
natives.  They  thought  themfelves  entitled  to  the  fame 
fecurity  which  the  legiflature  had  provided  for  their  fel- 
low-fubjects  in  South  Britain,  and  could  not  help  be 
ing  uneafy  at  the  profpect  of  feeing  themfelves  left  un 
armed,  and  expofed  to  injuries  both  foreign  and  domc- 
ftic,  while  the  fword  was  put  into  the  hands  of  their 
fouthern  neighbours.  Some  of  the  members  who  repre- 
fented  North  Britain  in  parliament,  moved  by  thefe 
conlidcrations,  as  well  as  by  the  earneft  injunctions  of 
their^conftituents,  refolved  to  make  a  vigorous  effort, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  eftablifhment  of  a  regular  militia 
in  Scotland.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  it  was  moved, 
and  refolved,  that  the  houfe  would,  on  the  1 2th  day  of 
the  month,  refolve  ir.felf  into  a  committee,  to  coniider 
of  the  laws  in  being  which  relate  to  the  militia  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  /rhe  rtfult  of 
that  enquiry  was,  that  thefe  laws  were  ineffectual.  Then 
a  motion  was  made  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  ordering  of  the  militia  forces  in  North  Britain, 
and  though  it  met  with  great  oppofition,  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority.  The  principal  Scottish  members 
of  the  houfe  were  appointed,  in  conjunction  with  others, 
to  prepare  the  bill,  which  was  foon  printed,  and  rein 
forced  by  petitions  prefented  by  the  gentlemen,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  and  comniilTioneiS  of  fupply  for  the  {hire 
of  Ayr  j  and  by  the  freeholders  of  the  (hires  of  Euin- 


HISTORY  OF  KNGLAKD. 

.  urgh,  Stirling,  Perth,    ard  Fcrfa'.     They    cxpreifed 

their   approb..;  the    cftabliflied   militia  ir,  Et;g- 

^"V^  land,  and  their   aniejit  wifh  to   fee   the  benefit  of  that 

^&-     Y  -uutary  meafure   c~  P  Britain. 

Tins  was  an  indulgence  they  had  the  greater  realbn    to 

hope  for,  as  by  the  articles  of  the  union  they   \\eie    un 

doubtedly  entitled  to  be  on  the   fame  footing  with  their 

.•nd  as  the  legiflature  muit 

some  fuch    mealure,  by 
the  confternation  lately  produced    in   their    defer. 

try,  from  the  threatened  invafion  of  a  handful  of 

;ch  freebooters.       Thefe    reinonftrances    had     no 

itfa  the  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  who, 

either  un;ir:-j  or  unw  iiline  to  make  proper  diitir.ctions 

between  the  ill   and    well-aftected    fubjecls    of  North 

rejected  the  bill,  as  a  vtry  dangerous  experi 

ment  ia  fa\  our  of  a  people  among  whom    ib  n  ar.y  re- 

cen  generated  and  produced.     When   the 

\vas  made   for    the   bill's  being    committed,  a 

:-.  the  courie  of  which  many  Scot- 

tiih  member:-  .'f  of  their  country  with  great 

tore.  ery  laudable  fpir  it  of  freedom. 

.rtieular,  one  of  the  commifSoners  of 

the  board  of  admiralty,  diftingufbed  himfelf*  by  a  noble 

of  eloqu.  .ed  with  all  the  graces  of  oratory, 

and  iritofpatriotifm.     Mr.  Ol- 

wald,  of  the  treafury,  acquitted  himfelf  with  great  ho 

nour  on  the  occafion  ;  ever  nervous,  fteady,  and 

cious,  independent  though  in  office,  and   invariable   in 

purfuing  the  true  r"  his  country.     It   muft   be 

:d,  for  the  honour  of  North    Britain,  that   all   her 

repreientatives,  except  two,  warmly  contended  for  this 

neafure,  which  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 

.ed  and  fix,  though  the   bill  was 

modelled  by  the  late  acl  of  parliament  for  the 

:>li{hment  of  the  militia  in  England. 

-ion,  though   certainly  laudable  and 
nectr.  attended  with  fo   many  unforefeen   dit- 

' 


^'nat  every  feflion  of  parliament  fince  it  was 
firft  eilablifiied  has  produced  new  acls  for  its  better  re 
gulation.  In  April,  leave  was  giveii  to  prepare  a  bill 
for  limiting,  confining,  and  better  regulating,  the  pay 
ment  of  the  weekly  allowances  made  by  ait  of"  parlia 
ment  for  the  maintenance  of  families  unable  to  fupport 
_s  during  the  abfence  of  militia-men  embodied, 
and  ordered  out  i  :  r  a- 

mending  and  ioipi  c          .  .  ;  eftabllLh^iSnt  of  the  IT. 
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and  lenening  the  number  of  officers  entitled  to  pay  CHAP. 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England.  While 
this  bill  was  under  consideration,  the  houfe  received  a  v^*V**i' 
peri n'on  from  the  mayor,  alderman,  town-clerk,  fhe- 
rifFs,  gentlemen,  merchants,  clergy,  tradefmen,  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  city  of  Lincoln,  re- 
prefenting,  Thnt,  by  an  a6r,  pafled  relating  to  the  mili 
tia,  it  was  provided,  that  when  any  militia-men  fhould 
be  ordered  out  into  actual  fervice,  leaving  families  wi- 
able  to  fupport  themfelves  during  their  abfence,  the 
overfeers  of  the  parifh  where  fuch  families  refide  fhould 
allow  them  fuch  weekly  fupport  as  fhould  be  prefcrib- 
ed  by  any  one  juftice  cf  the  peace,  which  allowance 
fhould  be  reimburfed  out  of  the  county-flock.  They 
alledged,  that  a  considerable  number  of  men,  inhabi 
tants  of  the  faid  city,  had  entered  themfelves  to  ferve 
in  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  as  volunteers, 
for  feveral  parilhes  and  perfons  ;  yet  their  families  were 
neverthelefs  fupported  by  the  county-ftock  of  the  city 
and  county  of  the  city  of  Lincoln.  They  took  notice 
of  the  bill  under  deliberation,  and  prayed,  that  if  it 
fhould  pafs  into  a  law  they  might  have  fuch  relief  in  the 
premifles  as  to  the  houfe  fhouid  feem  meet.  Regard 
was  had  to  this  petition  in  the  amendments  to  the  bill*, 
which  paiTed  through  both  houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  aflent  by  commiilion.  During  the  dependence 

*  By  this  law  it  was  enacted,  That  if  any  rciliti:'-man  who  fl?all  have 
been  accepted  and  enrolled  as  a  fubflitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  before 
the  paiiing  of  the  a£l,  or  who  fhall  have  been  choi'en  by  lot,  whether  be 
fore  or  after  the  pafiing  of  the  aft,  lhall,  when  embodied,  or  called  out 
into  aelual  fervice,  and  ordered  to  march,  leave  a  family  unable  to  fup 
port  themfelves,  the  overfeers  (hall,  by  order  of  fome  one  juftice  of  the 
peace,  pay,  out  of  the  poor's  rates  of  fuch  parifh,  a  weekly  allowance  to 
fach  family,  according  to  thr  ufual  and  ordinary  price  of  lab.mr  and  huf- 
bandry  there  ;  viz.  for  one  child  under  the  age  often  years,  the  price  of 
one  day's  labour;  for  two  children  under  the  age  afartfaid,  th'3  price  of 
two  days  labour  ;  for  three  or  four  children  under  the  age  aforefaid,  the 
price  of  three  days  labour  ;  for  five  or  more  children  under  the  ?.gr  afcre- 
faid,  the  juice  of  £/ur  days  labour  ;  and  for  the  wife  of  fuch  militia -man 
the  price  of  one  day's  labour  ;  but  that  the  families  of  fuch  men  only  as 
/hall  be  chofen  by  lot,  and  ofthe  fubftitutes,  hired  mrn  aau  volunteers, 
r.lrc.::.Jy  accepted  and  inrolled,  fhall,  after  the  palTi::?  of  t'ni-acl,  receive 
any  fuch  weekly  allov/ance.  For  removing  the  grisvance  complained  of  in 
the  above  petition,  it  is  enadled,  That  where  treasurers  (hall  reimburfe  to 
overfeers  any  money,  in  purfuance  of  this  a<£l,  on  account  of  the  weekly 
allowance  to  the  family  of  any  militia-man  fcrvin^  in  the  militia  of  any 
county  or  place,  other  than  that  wherein  fuch  family  lhall  dwell,  they  are 
to  tranfmit  an  account  thereof,  figned  by  feme  juftics  for  the  place  whers 
fuch  family  lhall  dwell,  to  the.  treafurer  of  the  county,  &c.  in  the  militia 
whereof  fuc'i  militia-man  fhal'  fervi-,  who  is  thereupon  to  pay  him  t},~, 
fums  fo  rcirnburfed  to  fucii  overl'sers,  and  the  faificT  to  be  aliowed  ; 
accounts. 
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BOOK  of  this  bill,  another  was  brought  in,  to  explain  fo  much 
,  '  of  the  militia  aft  pafled  in  the  thirty-fun1  year  of  his 
ir  majefly's  reign,  as  related  to  the  money  to  be  given  to 
1  ^'  private  militia  men,  upon  their  being  ordered  out  into 
actual  fervice.  By  this  law  it  was  enabled,  that  the 
guinea,  which,  by  the  former  aft,  was  due  to  every 
private  man  of  every  regiment  or  company  of  militia, 
when  ordered  out  into  aftual  fervice,  fhould  be  paid  to 
every  man  that  (hall  afterwards  be  enrolled  into  fuch 
regiment  or  company  whilft  in  actual  fervice  ;  that  no 
man  fhould  be  entitled  to  his  clothes  for  his  own  ufe 
until  he  ihould  have  ferved  three  years,  if  unembodied, 
or  one  year  ifembodied  after  the  delivery  of  the  clothes  ; 
."..•id  that  the  full  pay  of  the  militia  fhould  commence  from 
the  date  of  his  majeily's  warrant  for  drawing  them  out. 
The  difficulties  which  thefe  fucceffive  regulations 
were  made  to  obviate,  will  be  amply  recompenfed  by 
the  good  effeftsof  a  national  militia,  provided  it  be  em 
ployed  in  a  national  way,  and  for  national  purpoies  : 
But  if  the  militia  are  embodied,  and  the  different  reei- 
rr.ents  that  eompofe  it  are  marched  from  the  refpeclive 
counties  to  which  they  belor.g  ;  if  the  men  are  detained 
for  any  length  of  time  in  aftu.:!  fervice,  at  a  diftance  from 
their  families,  when  they  miwht  be  employed  at  home  in 
works  ofinduftry,  for  the  fupport  of  their  natural  de 
pendents,  the  militia  becomes  no  other  than  an  addition 
to,  or  augmentation  of  a  {landing  army,  enliftcd  for  the 
term  cf  three  years.  The  labour  of  the  men  is  loft  to 
the  community;  they  contraft  the  idle  habits  and  dif- 
iv.'iu  re  manners  of  the  other  troops;  their  families  are 
left  as  incumbranceson  the  community,  and  the  charge 
of  their  fubfiftence  is,  at  leaft,  as  heavy  as  that  of  main 
taining;  an  equal  number  of  regular  forces. 

It  would  not,  we  apprehend,  be  very  eafy  to  account 
for  the  government's  ordering  the  regiments  of  militia 
to  march  from  their  refpeftive  counties,  and  to  do  du 
ty  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time  at  a  great  difrance 
from  their  own  homes,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  this  meaiure 
was  taken  to  create  in  the  people  a  difguft  to  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  militia,  which  was  an  eftablifhment  ex 
torted  from  the  fovereign  by  the  voice  of  the  nation. 
We  may  add,  that  fome  of  the  inconveniencies  attend 
ing  a  militia  will  never  be  totally  removed,  while  the 
perfons  drawn  by  lot  for  that  fervice  are  at  liberty  to 
hire  fubftitutes  ;  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  men 
of  fubftance  will  incur  the  dauirer,  fatigue,  r.nd  damage 
of  ferv  ing  in  perfon,  while  they  can  hire,  ainoi;g  ihc 
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clafs  of  people,  mercenaries  of  defperate  fortune  CHAP, 
and  abandoned  morals,  who  will  greedily  feize  the  op 
portunity  of  being  paid  for  renouncing  that  labour  by 
which  they  were  before  obliged  to  maintain  themfelves  '75*' 
and  their  family  connections.  It  would,  therefore,  de- 
ferve  the  confideration  of  the  legiflature,  whether  the 
privilege  of  hiring  fubftitutes  fhould  not  be  limited  to 
certain  claffes  of  men,  who  are  cither  raifed  by  their 
rank  in  life  above  the  neceffity  of  ferving  in  perfon, 
or  engaged  in  fuch  occupations  as  cannot  be  intermit 
ted  without  prejudice  to  the  commonwealth.  It  muft 
be  allowed,  that  the  regulation  in  this  new  aft,  by 
which  the  families  of  fubftitutes  are  deprived  of  any 
relief  from  the  parifh,  will  not  only  diminiih  the  bur 
den  of  the  poor's  rates  ;  but  alfo,  by  railing  the  price 
of  mercenaries,  oblige  a  greater  number  of  the  better 
fort  to  ferve  in  perfon.  Without  all  doubt,  the  fewer 
fubftitutes  that  are  employed,  the  more  dependence  may 
be  placed  upon  our  militia  in  the  prefervation  of  our 
rights  and  privileges,  and  the  more  will  the  number  of 
the  difciplined  men  be  increafed,  becaufc,  at  the  expira 
tion  of  every  three  years,  the  lot-men  muft  be  chang 
ed  and  new  militia  men  chofen  ;  but  the  fuftitutec  will, 
in  all  probability,  continue  for  life  in  the  fervice,  pro 
vided  they  can  find  lot-men  to  hire  them  at  every  rota 
tion.  The  reader  will  forgive  our  being  fo  circum- 
ftantial  upon  the  regulations  of  an  institution  which 
we  cannot  help  regarding  with  a  kind  of  dnthufiaftid 
affection. 

In  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  houfe   of  com-  Remsvai  or 
mons  received  a  petition  from  feveral  noblemen,  gen-  P0Vcr:m~ 

i          I  •    i     i  •  <•   T"    n    /••»  •    i      gazine  from 

tlemen,  and  others,  inhabitants  or  JLalt-(jreenwich,  Greenwich 
nnd  places  adjacent,  in  Kent,  reprefenting,  that  in  the 
laid  parifh,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  town  di- 
ftinguifhcd  by  a  royal  palace,  and  royal  hofpital  for 
framen,  there  was  a  magazine,  containing  great  quan 
tities  of  gunpowder^  frequently  to  the  amount  of  fix 
thoufand  barrels  :  That,  befides  the  great  danger  which 
muft  attend  all  places  of  that  kind,  the  faid  magazine 
•ftood  in  an  open  fielJ^  unenclufed  by  any  fortification 
or  defence  what  foe  ver,  confcquently  expofrd  to  trea 
chery  and  every  other  accident.  They  alledged,  that 
if,  through  treachery,  lightening,  or  any  other  accident, 
this  magazine  ftiould  take  fire,  not  only  thtir  lives  and 
properties,  but  the  pJace  and  hofpital,  the  kings  yards 
and  (tores  at  Deptford  Woolwich,  the  banks  anJ  navi 
gation  of  the  Thames,  with  the  fhips  failing  and  at  a»~ 
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B  Op  K  chorin  that  river,  would  be  inevitably  deftroyed,  and  in- 
i^^Lj  conceivable  damage  would  accrue  to  the  cities  of  Lon 
don  and  Wdhninfter.     They,  moreover,  obferved  that 
the  magazine  was   then  in  a  dangerous  condition,  fup- 
ported  on  all   fides  by  props  that  were  decayed    at  the 
foundation  :  That   in  cafe   it    fhould  fall,  the  powder 
would,  in  all   probability,    take   fire   and    produce   the 
dreadful    calamities    above   recited  :  They;  therefore, 
prayed,  that  the  magazine  might  be  removed  to  fome 
more  convenient     place,       where  any   accident  would 
not     be    attended     with     fuch    difmal     confequenccs. 
The  fubjecl  of  this    remonitrance  was  fo  prefling  and* 
important,  that  a  committee  was  immediately  appointed 
to  take  the   affair  into   confederation,  and   procure   an 
efHmate  for  purchafmg  lands,   and  erecting  a   powder 
magazine  at  Purfleet,  in  Efll-x,  near  the  banks  of  the 
river,  together  with  a  guard-houfc,  barracks,  and  all  other 
necrlfary  conveniences.     While  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  lay  upon  the  table  for  the  peruful  of  the  members, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  his  majefty's  com 
mand,  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  the  king,  having  been 
informed  of  the  fub]ecT:  matter  of  the   petition,  recom 
mended  it  to  the  coniideration  of  the  commons.    Leave 
was  immediately  given  to  prepare  a  bill,   founded   on 
. cfolutions   of  the  committee  ;  which,  having  been 
duly  confidered,  altered,  and  amended,  palled    through 
both  houfes  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  where  it  obtained 
the  royal  fan&ion.     The  magazine  was  accordingly  re 
moved  to  Purfleet,  an  inconfiderable  and    folitary    vil- 
.'aire,  where  there  will  be  little  danger  of  accident,  and 
where  no  great   damage   would   attend    an    explofion  : 
But,  in  order  to  render  this  pofilble  explofion  {till  lefs 
dangerous,   it  would  be  neceflary  to  form  the  magazine 
of  fmall  and  diftin£t  apartments,  totally  independent  of 
each  other,  that,   in  cafe   one  fhould   be   accidentally 
Slown  up7the  reft  might  ftand  unaffedted.     The   fame 
plan  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  conftruction  of  all  com- 
buftible  {tores   fubjecT:  to  conflagration.     The  marine 
bill, and  mutiny  bill,  as  annual  regulations,  were  prepa 
red  in  the  ufual  form,  paffed  both  houfes  without  oppo- 
fition,  aad  received  the  royal  client. 

The  next  affair  that  engrofled  the  deliberation  of  the 
Lo.-.don  commons  was  a  meafure  relating  to  the  internal  econ 
omy  of  the  metropolis.  The  fheriffs  of  London  deli 
vered  a  petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com 
mons,  in  common-council  affembled,  reprcfenting, 
Tha:  Icvcrai  ftrcets,  hmes;  ?.s<3  pdTages  within  the  cky 
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of  London,  and  liberties  thereof,  \vcrc  too  narrow  and  CHA 
incommodious  for  the  patting  and  repaying  as  well  of 
foot  pafiengers  as  of  coaches,  carts,  and  other  carriages, 
to  the  prejudice  and  inconvenience  of  t*ie  owners  and 
inhabitants  of  houfcs,  and  to  the  great  hindrance  of 
bufinefs,  trade,  and  commerce.  They  a'ledged,  that 
thefe  defects  might  be  remedied,  and  fcveral  new  fireets 
opened  v/ithin  the  faid  city  and  liberties,  to  the  great 
eafe,  fafety,  and  convenience  of  palTengers,  ns  well  as 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public  in  general,  if  they,  the 
petitioners,  were  enabled  to  widen  and  enlarge  the  nar 
row  irreets,  lanes,  and  paftages,  to  open  and  lay  out 
fuch  new  ilreets  and  ways,  and  to  purchafe  the  feverai 
lioufes,  buildings,  and  grounds  which  might  be  necef- 
fary  for  thefe  purpofes.  They  took  notice,  that  there 
were  feverai  houfes  within  the  city  and  liberties,  partly 
erected  over- the  ground  of  other  proprietors  ;  and  o- 
thers,  of  which  the  feverai  floors  or  apartments  be 
longing  to  different  pcrfcns  ;  fo  that  difficulties 
and  difputes  frequently  arofe  arnongft  the  faid  fs- 
veral  owners  arid  proprietors  about  pulling  down  or 
rebuilding  the  party-walls  and  premifTes  :  That  fuch 
rebuilding  was  often  prevented  or  delayed,  to  the  great 
injury  and  inconvenience  of  thofe  owners  who  were 
defirous  to  rebuild  :  That  it  would,  therefore,  be  of 
public  benefit,  and  frequently  prevent  the  fprcading  of 
the  fatal  effects  of  fire,  i/  feme  provifion  were  made  by 
law,  as  well  for  determining  fuch  difputes  in  a  fumma- 
ry  way  as  for  explaining  and  amending  the  laws  then 
in  being  relating  to  the  building  of  party- walls.  They, 
therefore,  prayed  that  leave  might  be  given  to  bring  in 
2.  bill  for  enabling  the  petitioners  to  widen  and  enlarge 
the  fcveral  (Ireets,  lanes  and  palTages,  and  to  open  new 
ilreets  and  ways  to  be  therein  limited  and  defcribed  ; 
as  v/ell  as  for  determining,  in  a  fummary  way,  all  dif 
putes  arifing  about  the  rebuilding  of  houfes  or  tene 
ments  within  the  faid  city  and  liberties,  wherein  feve 
rai  perfons  have  an  intermixed  property  ;  and  for  ex 
plaining  and  amending  the  laws  in  being  relating  to 
thefe  particulars.  A  committee  being  appointed  to  ex 
amine  the  matter  of  this  petition,  agreed  to  a  report, 
upon  which  leave  was  given  to  prepare  a  bill  and  this 
was  brought  in  accordingly.  Next  day,  a  great  num 
ber  of  citizens  reprefented,  in  another  petition,  that  the 
pavement  of  the  city  and  liberties  was  often  damaged, 
by  being  broken  up  for  the  purpofes  of  amending  or 
jHew-laying  water-pines  belonging  to  the  proprietors  of 


572  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

g  O  O  K  \vater-works  ;  and  praying  that  provifion  might  be 
Iv-  made  in  the  bill  then  depending,  to  compel  thofe  pro- 
prictois  to  make  good  any  damage  that  fhould  be  dona 
to  the  pavenust  by  the  leaking  or  burfting  of  the  wa- 
tcrpipes,  or  'opening  the  pavement  for  alterations. 
In  confe qucnc;:  of  this  reprefentation,  fome  amendments 
were  made  in  the  bill,  v/hich  pz/Ted  through  both  hoi:- 
f;s,  and  was  enacted  into  a  law,  under  the  title  of  "  An 
"  acr.  for  widening  certain  fcreets,  lanes,  and  pafTages, 
"  within  the  city  of  London  and  liberties  thereof;  and 
"  for  opening  certain  new  ftreets  and  ways  within  th-; 
u  fame,  and  for  other  purpofef>  therein  mentioned  *."* 
The  inhabitants  of  Weilminfter  had  long  laboured 
r.nder  the  want  of  a  fifli-market,  and  complained  that 
Fiilim-,--  the  price  of  this  fpecies  of  provifion  was  kept  up  at  an 
:  •  Lon-  exorbitant  rate  by  the  fraudulent  combination  of  a  few 
de.il'-rs,  whoengrofled  the  wole  market  at  Billingfgate, 
and  deftroyed  great  quantities  of  fifh,  in  order  to  enhance 
the  value  of  ihofe  that  remained.  An  aft  of  parlia 
ment  had  pafled  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  cf  his  pre- 
fent  majefty's  reign,  for  eftahiifhing  a  free  market  for 
the  fale  of  fifh  in  Weftminfter  ;  and,  feven  years  after 
that  period,  was  found  necefiary  to  procure  a  fecond, 
for  explaining  and  amending  the  firft  ;  but  neither  ef 
fectually  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  the  legiflature.  In 
the  month  of  January  of  the  prcfent  feflion,  the  hcufe 
{ook  intoconfideration  a  petition  of  the  feveral  fifhermen 
trading  to  ilillingfgate-market,  reprcfenting  the  hard- 

*  The  Oj-rningc  to  be  mnde,  and  the  pafTigestobe  improved  a- 
were  alcertained  by  two  fchedules  annexed  to  the  zt\.  With  refp-.tl  io 
t!-ie  houies,  buildings,  and  grounds  to  he  purchafed,  the  mayor,  aid 
and  comrrwns  of  the  city,  in  commoacounr.il  afll-mbled,  or  a  committee 
appointed  by  them,  vvtie  empowered  to  fix  the  pike  by  agreement  with 
the  refp.  itive  proprietors,  or  otherwife  by  a  jury,  in  the  ufual  manner. 
V/ith  regard  to  party-walls,  the  aft  ordains,  that  the  proprietor  of  eitl>er 
u  ij.,i:-.iiig  hcufe  may  compel  the  proprietor  ot'the  other  to  agree  to  its  being 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  and  to  pay  a  moi.-ty  of  the  expence,  even  thoug'i 
it/hould  not  be  neceflary  to  pulldown  or  rebuild  either  of  their  hauf.s  : 
That  all  party- walls  (hall  be  at  kail  two  bricks  and  a  hair' in  tbi-knefs  l;i 
cellar,  and  tv,ro bricks  thick  upwards,  te  the  top  of  the  garret- floor.  It 
c::-cis,  that  if  any  decayed  houle  belongs  to  feveral  proprietors,  any  on- 
ofthirm,  who  is  defirous  to  rebuild,  rrrny  oblige  the  others  to  concur,  and 
joi'ivrith  him  in  thetxpence,  or  purchale  their  fhares  at  a  pike  to  ', 
by  a  jury.  If  any  houfe  (hculd  hereafter  be  prefentcd  by  any  intjueft,  or 
grand  jury,  in  London,  as  being  in  a  ruinous  condition,  the  court  c  • 
or  ;'.nd  aldermen  is,  by  this  act,  empowered  to  pull  it  down  at  the  expence 
of  the  ground  landlord.  As  to  damaged  pavements,  rot  fulfi.-iently  r:- 
jjaired  by  the  proprietori  of  the  water-wdrli.s,  anyjuftiee  ofthep;ace  in 
•^a  is  vefttd  with  power,  upon  their  refusing  or  delaying  to  rnake  it 
to  iiulj  it  to  be  effectually  rilnyed  with  sv-jJ  rn;.t.;;.:h  .u  tlitlrtx- 
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Palps  to  which  they   were   expofed  by    the   faid   aiSls  ;  C  H  A  P. 
particularly  forfeitures  of  veficls   and   cargoes,  incur 
red  by  the  negligence  of  fervants,  who  had  omitted  to 
make  the  particular  entries  which  the  tv/o  acts  prefcrib- 
ed.     This  petition  being    examined    by   a  committee, 
and  the  report  being  made,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  new  bill,  which  fhould   contain  effectual    provifion 
for  the  better  fupplying  the  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
mi  nfter  with  fifn,  and  for  preventing  the   abufes  of  ths 
fifhmor.gers.     It    was  entitled,  "  A    bill  to   repeal  fo 
much  of  an  act  pafled  in  the  twenty-ninth  of  Gee :••£••••  II. 
concerning  a  free  market  for  fifii   at    Weftminfter,  as 
requires  lifhermen  to  enter  their    fuliing-veflels  at  the 
office    of  the    fearcher  of  the  cuftoms    at   Gravefend, 
and  to   regulate  the   fale  of  fifn  at  the  firft  hand  in  the 
fifh-markets     in    London  and    Weftminfter  ;  and    to 
prevent  falefmen  of  fifti  buying   fifti  to  fell  again  en 
their  own  account  ;  and  to  allow    bret  and  turbot,  brill 
and   pearl,    although  under  the   respective    dimenfions 
mentioned  in  a  former  act,  to  be   imported   and    fold  ; 
and  to  punifh  perfons  who  fhall  take  or  fell  any  fpawr, 
brood,  cr    nib.   of  fry,  unfizeable  fiih,  or   fiPa   out   of 
feafon,  or  faielts  under  the  fize  of  five  inches,  and  for 
other  purpofes."  Though  this  and  the  former  bill,  relating 
to  the  ftreets   and  houies  of  London,  are  inftznces  that 
evince  the  care  and  attention  of  the  legiflaturec  even  to 
minute  particulars  of  the  internal  ceconomy  of  the  king 
dom,  v/e  can  hardly  confider  them  as  objects  of  fuch  dig 
nity  andimpcrtance  as  to  demand  the  deliberations  of  the 
parliament,  but'thinkthey  naturally  fall  withinthe  cogni 
zance  of  the  municipal  magiftracy.  After  all  perhaps 
the  moil  effectual  method   for  fupplying  Weftminfter 
with  plenty  of  fiih  at  reafonable  rates,  would  be  to  exe 
cute  with  rigour  the  laws  already  enacted  againft  fore- 
fhilling  and  regrating  ;  an  expedient  that   would    foon 
difToive   ail  monopolies    tnd    combinations  among  the 
traders;  to  increafe  the  number  of  market?,  in  London 
and  Weftminfter  j  and  to  eftabliih  two  general  markets 
at  the  Nore  one  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  where  the  fifh- 
ing-veflels  might  unload  their  cargoes,  and  return  to  fea 
without  delay.   A  number  of  light    boats  might  be  em 
ployed  to  convey  frefh  fifh  from  thcfe  marts  to  London  and 
Weftminfter  where  all  the  different  fifh-markets  n.ight 
be  plentifully  fupplied  at  a  reafonable|expence ;  for  it  can 
not  be  fuppofcd,  that  while  the  frefh  fifh  are  brought  up  the 
river  in  the  fishing  frnacks  themlelves,  which  can  hard- 
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8  O  O  X  Ty  fa,.£  thgjj.  tjcjps  to  Billingfgatc,  they  will  ever  dream 
of  carrying  their  cargoes  above  bridge;  or  that  the 
price  of  fifti  can  be  confiderably  lowered,  while  the 
fi(hing  veflels  lofe  fo  much  time  in  running  up  to  Grave- 
fend  orBillingfgate. 

The  annual  committee  being   appointed   to  enquire 

fttcoaa-  what  laws  Were  expired,  or  near  expiring,  agreed  to 
certain  refolutions  ;  upon  which  a  bill  was  prepared, 
and  obtained  the  royal  aflent,  importing  a  continuation 
of  feveral  law?,  namely,  the  fereral  claufes  mentioned 
of  the  a«Sls  in  the  fifth  and  eighth  of  George  I.  againft 
the  clandeftine  of  uncoflomed  goods,  except  the  clau- 
fcs  relating  to  quarantine;  the  aft  paffed  in  the  third 
of  George  II.  relating  to  the  carrying  rice  from  Ca 
rolina  ;  the  a&  in  the  feventh  of  the  fame  reign,  re 
lating  to  cochineal  and  indigo  ;  and  that  of  the  twelfth 
of  George  II.  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  importation  of 
printed  books.  There  was  alfo  a  law  enacted  to  con 
tinue  to  the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one 
fhoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-feven,  an  a>£l  paffed 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  queen  Anne,  for  encouraging 
the  making  of  fail-cloth,  by  a  duty  of  one  penny  per 
ell  laid  upon  all  foreign  made  fails  and  fail-cloth  im 
ported,  and  a  bounty  in  the  fame  proportion  granted 
upon  all  home-made  fail-cloth  and  canvas  fit  for  or 
made  into  fails,  and  exported  ;  another  act  was  pafled 
for  continuing  certain  laws  relating;  to  the  additional 
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number  of  one   hundred  hackney  coaches  and   chairs, 
which  law  was  rendered  perpetual. 

""-•••  r^  The  next  law  we  (hall  mention  was  intended  to  be 
?fcertainir.g  one  of  the  moft  important  that  ever  fell  under  the 
en!""?  of1"  cognizance  of  the  legislature:  It  was  a  law  that  af- 
effected  the  freedom,  dignity,  and  independency  of  par- 
?.  Ijamep.ts.  By  an  a6t  palled  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reigp.  cf  queen  Anne,  it  was  provided,  that  no  perfon 
fhould  be  choun  member  of  parliament,  who  did  not 
rofTefs  in  England  or  Wales,  an  eftate,  freehold  or 
copyhold,  for  life,  according  to  the  following  qualifi 
cations:  For  every  knight  of  a  (hire,  fix  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  over  and  above  what  will  fatisfy 
all  incumbrances  ;  and  three  hundred  pounds  per  an 
num,  for  every  citizen,  burgef«,  and  baron  of  the  cin 
que-fort.  It  was  alfo  decreed,  that  the  return  of  any 
perfon  not  thus  qualified  {hould  be  void  ;  and  that 
fivery  candidate,  fhould  at  the  reafonable  requcft  of  any 
•thcr  candidate  at  the  time  of  election,  or  by  two  or 
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more  perfons  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  take  an  oath  CHAP 
prefcribed  to  cftablifh  his  qualifications.  This  re-  , 
ilraint  was  by  no  means  effectual.  So  many  oaths  of  '""V"*1 
difFerent  kinds  had  been  prefcribed  fmce  the  revolu 
tion,  that  they  began  to  lofe  the  effect  they  were  in 
tended  to  have  on  the  minds  of  men  ;  and,  in  particular, 
political  perjury  grew  fo  common,  that  it  was  no  lon 
ger  confidered  as  a  crime.  Subterfuges  were  difcover- 
ed,  by  means  of  which,  this  law  relating  to  the  qua 
lification  of  candidates  was  effeiStually  eluded.  Thofa 
who  were  not  actually  poffefTcd  of  fuch  eftates  procu 
red  temporary  conveyances  from  their  friends  and  pa 
trons,  on  condition  of  their  being  reftored  and  can 
celled  after  the  election.  By  this  fcandalous  fraud,  the 
intention  of  the  legiflature  was  fruftrated  ;  the  dignity 
of  parliament  proftituted ;  the  example  of  perjury  and 
corruption  extended,  and  the  vengeance  cf  heaven  fet 
at  defiance. 

Through  this  infamous  channel,  the  miniftry  had 
it  in  their  power  to  thruft  into  parliament  a  fet  of  ve 
nal  beggars,  who,  as  they  depended  upon  their  bounty, 
would  always  be  obfequious  to  their  will,  and  vote 
-according  to  direction,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  the 
dictates  of  their  confcience,  or  to  the  advantage  of  their 
country.  The  mifchiefs  attending  fuch  a  vile  collufion, 
and  in  particular  the  undue  influence  which  the  crown 
muft  have  acquired  from  the  pra&ice,  were  either  felt 
or  apprehended  by  fome  honeft  patriots,  who,  after  di 
vers  unfuccefsful  efforts,  at  length  prefented  to  the 
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houfe  a  bill,  importing,  that  every  perfon  who  fhall  be 
eledted  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  fhould,  be 
fore  he  prefumed  to  take  his  feat,  deliver  to  the  clerk 
of  the  houfe  EC  the  table,  while  the  commons  are  fit 
ting,  and  the  fpeaker  in  the  chair,  a  paper  or  fchedule 
figncd  by  himfdf,  containing  a  rental  or  particular  of 
the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  whereby  he 
makes  out  his  qualification,  fpecifying  the  nature  of 
his  eftate,  whether  mefiuage,  land,  rent,  tythe,  or  what 
clfe  ;  and  if  fuch  eftate  confifts  of  meffuages,  lands, 
or  tythes,  then  fpecifying  in  whofe  occupation  they 
are;  and  if  in  rent,  then  fpecifying  the  names  of  the 
owners  or  poflefibrs  of  the  lands  and  tenements  out  of 
which  fuch  rent  is  ifluing,  and  alfo  fpecifying  the  pa- 
rifh,  townfliip,  or  precinci,  and  county,  in  which  the 
iaid  eftate  lies,  and  the  value  thereof;  and  every  fuch 
perfon  Hull,  ut  the  fame  time,  alfo  take  and  fubfcriba 
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B  op  K  the  following  oath,  to  be  fairly  written  at  the  bottom 
._  .  of  the  paper  or  fcheduie  :  "  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  the 
'  "  above  is  a  true  rental :  And  that  I  truly,  and  bona 
"  fide,  have  fuch  an  eflate  in  law  or  equity,  to  and  for 
"  my  own  ufe  and  benefit,  of  and  in  the  lands,  tene- 
u  ments,  or  hereditaments  above  defcribed,  over  and 
"  above  what  will  fatisfy  and  clear  all  incumbrances 
"  that  may  affect  the  fame  ;  and  that  fuch  eftate  hath 
<;  not  been  granted  or  made  over  to  me  fraudulently, 
<:  on  purpofe  to  qualify  me  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe. 
"  So  help  me  God." 

It  was  provided  that  the  faid  paper  or  fcheduie,  with 
the  oath  aforefaid,  fhould  be  carefully  kept  by  the  clerk> 
to  be  infpe&ed  by  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  com 
mons,  without  fee  or  reward  :  That  if  any  perfon  elect 
ed  to  ferve  in  any  future  parliament  mould  prefume  to 
fit  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  hpufe  of  commons  be- 
rore  he  had  delivered  in  fuch  a  paper  or  fcheduie,  and 
taken  the  oath  aforefaid,  or  fhould  not  be  qualified  ac 
cording  to  the  true  intent  or  meaning  of  this  act,  his 
election  fhould  be  void  ;  and  every  perfon  fo  fitting 
and  voting  fhould  forfeit  a  certain  fum,  to  be  recovered 
by  fuch  perfon  as  fhould  fue  for  the  fame  by  action  of 
ciebt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  whereon  no  efToin, 
privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law  fhould  be  allow 
ed,  and  only  one  imparlance  :  That  if  any  perfon  fhould 
have  delivered  in,  and  fworn  to,  his  qualification  as 
aforefaid,  and  taken  his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
}vt  at  any  time  after  fhouid,  during  the  continuance 
of  fuch  parliament,  fell,  difpofe  of,  alien,  or  any  other- 
wife  incumber  the  eftate,  or  any  part  thereof  comprifed 
in  the  fcheduie,  fo  as  to  leffen  or  reduce  the  fame  un 
der  the  value  of  the  qualification  bylaw  directed  ;  every 
luch  perion,  under  a  certain  penalty,  muft  deliver  in  a 
new,  or  further  qualification,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  a£t,  and  fwear  to  the  fame, 
in  manner  before  directed,  before  he  fhall  again  pre- 
f-irne  to  fir  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com 
mons  ;  that  in  cafe  any  action,  fuit,  or  information 
fhouid  be  brought,  in  purfuance  of  this  a£t,  againft  anv 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  clerk  of  the 
houfe  fhall,  upon  demand,  forthwith  deliver  a  true  and 
attefted  copy  of  the  paper  or  fcheduie  fo  delivered  in 
to  him  as  aforefaid,  by  fuch  member  to  the  plaintiff  or 
profecutor,  or  his  attorney  or  agent,  paying  a  certain 
for  the  fame  ;  v,  ;iich  being  proved  a  tru- 
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fhall  be   admitted  to  be   given    in  evidence  upon   the  CHAP, 
trial  of  any  ilTue  in  any  fuch  action.     Provided  always,        n> 
that  nothing  contained    in  this  act  fliall  extend  to   the  ^^T*^ 
eldeft  fon  or  heir  apparent  of  any  peer  or  lord  of  par-      I76°' 
iiament.  or  of  any   perfon  qualified  to  fcrve  as   knight 
of  the   fiiire,   or  to  the  members  for    either  of  the  uni- 
verfities  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
cr  to  the  members  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland. 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  bill,  as  originally  pre- 
fc?nted  to  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  but  it  was  altered  in 
fuch  a,  manner,  as,  we  are  afraid,  will  fail  in  anfwering 
the  filutary  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended  by 
thofe  who  brought  it  into  the  houfe.  Notwithftanding 
the  provifions  made  in  the  act  as  it  now  (lands,  any 
rninifter  or  patron  may  ftill  introduce  his  pcnfioners, 
clerks,  and  creatures  into  the  houfe,  by  means  of  the 
old  method  of  temporary  conveyance,  though  the  farce 
muft  now  be  kept  up  until  the  member  fhall  have  de 
livered  in  his  fchcdule,  taken  his  oath,  and  his  feat  in 
parliament  ;  then  he  may  deliver  up  the  conveyance, 
or  execute  a  re-conveyance,  without  running  any  rifle 
of  loflng  his  feat,  or  of  being  puniihed  for  his  fraud  and 
perjury. 

The  extenfive  influence  of  the  crown,  the  general 
corruptibility  of  individuals,  and  the  obftacles  fo  iriduf- 
trioufly  thrown  in  the  way  of  every  fcheme  contrived 
to  vindicate  the  independency  of  parliaments,  muft 
have  produced  very  mortifying  reflections  in  the  breaft 
of  every  Briton  warmed  with  the  genuine  love  of  his 
country.  He  muft  have  perceived,  that  all  the  bul 
warks  of  the  conftitution  were  little  better  than  but- 
trefles  of  ice,  which  would  infallibly  thaw  before  the 
hv.it  of  minifterial  influence,  when  artfully  concentra 
ted  :  That  either  a  minifter's  profeffions  of  patriotism 
grew  infincere,  or  his  credit  insufficient  to  efFedt  an 
cfTential  alteration  in  the  unpopular  meafures  of  go 
vernment  ;  and  that,  after  all,  the  liberties  of  the  na 
tion  could  never  be  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  as  by  the 
power,  generofity,  and  virtue  of  a  patriot  king.  This 
inference  could  not  fail  to  awake  the  remembrance  of 
that  amiable  prince,  whom  fate  untimely  fnatched  fVoni 
the  eager  hopes  and  warm  affection  of  a  whole  na 
tion,  before  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  manifcft  and 
eflablifh  his  favourite  rnaxim,  That  a  monarch'*  gla-  , 
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B  O  o  K  ry  xvas  infeparably  connected  with  the  happinefs  of  his 
lv       people*. 

*  The  following  declaration,  made  to  the  chiefs  of  the  oppofkion  will 
render  the  memory  of  the  late  prince  of  Wales  dear  to  lateit  poiL: 

His  royal  highnefi  has  authovifen  lord  T.  and  Sir  F.  D.  to  give  I!K  mo.t 
pofitive  alTurances  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  of  his  upright  inten 
tions  ;  that  he  is  throughly  convinced  of  the  diftrefles  and  calamities  that 
have  befallen,  and  every  day  are  more  likely  to  befal,  this  country;  and 
therefore  invite  all  well-wiflisrs  to  this  country  and  its  conititution  to 
coalelce  and  unite  with  him,  and  upor.  the  following  principle  o.~,!v  : 

His  royal  hjghnefs  promiies,  and  will  declare  it  openly,  tlut  it  is  his 
intention  totally  to  aboliiri  any  diftinc.~r.ions  for  tije  future  of  parties  ;  and, 
as  far  as  lies  in  his  pow^r,  and  as  foon  at  it  docs  lie  in  his  power,  to  take 
mvay  forever  all  prolcriptien  from  any  fet  of  men  whatever,  \vho  ar: 
iricp-Js  tothe  conlUtution  ;  and,  therefore,  will  promote  for  the  prefent, 
and,  when  it  is  in  his  power,  will  immediately  grant, 

Firft,  -A  bill  to  empower  all  gentlemen  to  act  as  juftices  of  peace  paying 
land  tax  for  3°~1-  /«"  J'-'fl.vv:,  in  any  coj'.ry  where  he  intcrusto  ferve. 

Secondly,  liisrov^l  higrmefs  promifes,  in  like  manner,  to  fupport, 
and  furth%vith  grant,  whenever  he  liiall  luvc:  it  in  hi ;  power,  a  bill  to  cre 
ate  and  ellabiiili  a  numerous  and  effectual  militia  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Thirdly,  his  royal  highnefs  promifes,  in  like  manner,  to  promote  and 
fupport,  and  likewife grant,  when  it  is  in  his  powrr,  a  bill  to  exclude  all 
military  offices  in  the  land-fervice,  under  the  degree  of  colonels  of  rrni- 
rnencs,  and  in  the  fea-fcrvice,  under  the  degree  of  rear-admirals,  from 
fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Fourthly,  his  royal  highnefs  promifes  that  he  will,  when  in  his  power, 
grt:nt  enquiries  into  the  great  number  of  abufes  in  offices,  and  does  not 
coubt  of  theailiftanceof  all  honeft  men,  to  enable  lii.n  to  >.orridl  the  fame 
for  the  future. 

Fifthly,  his  royal  hjghnefs  promifes,  and  will  openly  declare,  that  he 
v.-jll  make  no  agreement  with,  or  join  in  the  fupport  of  any  adminiitra- 
tion  whatever,  without  previoufly  obtaining  the  above-mentioned  points  in 
behalf  of  the  peopie,  and  for  the  file:  of  gcou  gtiv  rn~cr.t.  Upon  the fs 
conditions,  and  thcfe  conditions  only,  his  royal  highnels  things  he  !IL.S 
a  right  not  to  doubt  of  having  a  moft  cordial  fupport  from  all  thofe  good 
men  who  mean  their  country  and  thisconftitution  well,  and  that  they  will 
become  his  and  his  family's  friends,  and  unite  with  him  to  promote  the 
good  government  of  this  country  and  that  they  will  follow  him,  upon  thef; 
principles,  both  in  court  and  oat  of  court,  and  if  he  mould  live  to  form 
an  administration,  it  fnall  b;'  comrof.'d,  without  diilinftion,  of  men  of  dig 
nity,  knowledge,  and  probitv.  Hi?  royal higbnelf  further  promifes  to  ac 
cept  of  no  morr,  if  offered  to  him,  than  800, cool,  for  his  civil  lift,  by 
\vay  of  rT.t-i-harge. 

slrjiter  !o  tie  fin  = 

The  lords  and  gentleman  to  whom  a  paper  has  been  communicated, 
containing  his  royal  highnefs  the  p.ir.ce's  gracious  intentions  upon  feveral 
weighty  and  important  pointr,  of  the  greateft  confluence  to  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  his  rr.aj?fty's  government,  and  nbfolutely  neceiTary  for  the 
reilo-.ing  arid  perpetuating  the  true  uk:  and  dehgn  of  parliament,  the  pa 
rity  of  our  eXvt'.knt  c.inititu'ion,  and  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the 
•whole  nation,  do  therein,  wrh  the  greateft  fatisfadicn,  obf;rve,  and  noil 
gr:tet  •  ledge,  the  uprig'itnefs  and  gemrofity  of  his  royal  high- 

nefs's  nobl«  lentiments  andrefolutions  :  And,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  re 
turn  1'Iisir  rr.oir.  dutiful  and  humble  tb.ank.5  for  »he  fnm-j,  ar.i  to  r.'Ture  his 
royal  highnefs  that  they  will  conftantly  ap.d  fteai'ly  ufsths'r:  utmoft  endea 
vours  to  furport  thofe  his  wife  and  fjlutary  purpoU'S,  t'-,at  the  throne  rnav 
beftrc~..it.vj::ed,  rsiigijn  and  morality  encouraged,  faftion  4n<J  corruption 
deftrcyed,  the  purity  ani  eflence  of  parliament  reftored,  and  the  bar>pt- 
nefs  a.id  welfare  of  cur  conftitution  pixl.rved. 
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On  l!rj  lit  day  of  February,  a  motion  was  made,  anil  c  ^  A  i>- 
leavc    p;iven,   to   bring  in  a  bill  for   enabling  his  ma-  , 
majefty  to  make  leaks    and  copies   of  offices,   lands, 
and  hereditaments,  parcel  of  his    duchy  of  Cornwall,       ' 
or  annexed  to  the  fame.  Accordingly,  it  palled  through  Leafes  in 
both  houfcs  without  oppofition,  and  enacted,   that   all  Cornwall. 
leafes  and  grants  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  his  majefty, 
within  fevcn  years  next  enfuing,  in,  or  annexed  to  the 
faid  duchy,  under    the   limitations  therein    mentioned, 
fhould  be  good  and  effectual  in    law  agair.ft  his  ma 
jefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  againfr  all  other  per- 
fons  that  fhould  hereafcer  inherit  the  faid  duchy,  either 
by  act    of  parliament,   or    any  limitation    whatfoever. 
This  act  appears  the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  prince 
of  Wales,  who  has  a  fort  of  right  by    prefcription    to 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  was  then   of  age,   and    might 
have   been  put  in    poffeiTon  of  it  by  the    paffing  of  a 
patent. 

The  legiflature  did  not  refufe  their  attention  even  to  Exportation 
the  mod  humble  articles  of  national  ceconomy.  In  the  of  culm 
be2;inng  of  February,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  trorn  Ml1" 
hcufe,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Pembroke 
Cardigan,  and  Merioneth,  allcdging,  That  lime  bcijig 
the  chief  manure  for  land  in  thefe  counties,  without, 
which  it  would  not  produce  any  tolerable  crops  of  corn, 
the  cuim  ufed  in  burning  it,  as  well  as  the  limeftone, 
was  brought  from  Milford-haven,  and  the  lower  parts 
of  the  county  of  Pembroke,  by  water,  to  the  upper 
parts  of  that  county,  and  alfo  to  Cardiganfhire  and 
Merionethfhire,  where  there  were  no  limeftones,  nor 
veins  of  culm  and  coal  :  That  the  petitioners  were 
greatly  aggrieved,  by  being  obliged  to  pay  the  duty  on 
fuch  culm  ;  and  by  other  great  difficulties  and  expences 
to  which  they  were  fubjedted  in  procuring  culm  for 
the  aforementioned  purpofe.  They  pointed  out  the  good 
confequences  that  would  arife  from  the  indulgence  of 
the  houfc,  fhould  it  grant  them  relief  in  this  par 
ticular,  of  which  they  exprefied  their  hope  accordingly. 
The  commons  having  perufed  a  number  of  accounts  re 
lating  to  the  exportation  of  culm  from  Milford-haven, 
and  the  duties  paid  on  this  article,  ordered  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  for  rendering  the  exportation  of  culm  from 
Milford-haven,  and  the  limits  thereof,  more  eafy  to  the 

When  they  above  anf.ver  was  returns  1  to  the  prince,  there  were  prtfent, 
The  ititke  ofB. — tbs  earl  of  L. — the  cjrl  of  T. — the  e^rl  of  Vs. — the  earl  of 
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BOOK  propiietors  and  purchafers,  and  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  duties  payable  thereon.  By  this  new  law  it  was 
X"Y"%  enacted,  that  if  any  perfonfhould  have  occafion  to  car- 
°'  ry  culm  for  the  burning  of  lime,  in  any  veffel  not  ex 
ceeding  thirty  tons,  from  any  place  within  the  limits 
of  Mil  ford-haven,  to  any  other  place  within  the  coun 
ties  of  Pembroke,  Carmarthen,  Cardigan,  or  Meri 
oneth,  the  collc£tor,  or  his  deputy,  fhould,  upon  ap 
plication  from  the  mafter  of  the  veffel,  grant  him  a 
fufFerence,  mentioning  the  quanty  of  culm  to  be  fhip- 
j/ed:  That  the  officer  to  whom  the  fufferance  was  di 
rected  fliould  attend  the  fhipping  thereof,  and  certify  on 
the  back  of  the  fufferance  the  quantity  {hipped  :  That, 
upon  paying  the  duty  of  one  fhilling  per  chaldron,  the 
collector,  or  his  deputy,  (hould  grant  a  certificate,  fpe- 
cifying  the  quantity  (hipped,  and  that  the  duties  had 
been  duly  paid  ;  which  certificate  fhould  be  a  fuflicieut 
Jet-pafs,  or  clearance  of  fuch  vefTel,  to  any  place  with 
in  the  counties  aforefaid  ;  and  that  no  officer  fhould  de 
mand  or  take  any  other  fee,  either  upon  account  of 
granting  the  fa  id  fufFerance  or  certificate,  or  other  pre 
tence  whatfoever  relating  to  the  loading  or  failing  of 
iuch  veffel.  It  was  alfo  enacted,  That  the  mafter,  on 
his  return,  fhould  make  oath  before  the  collector,  or 
his  deputy,  where  and  when  he  landed  his  former  car 
go,  before  being  permitted  tofhipany  new  cargo  or 
quantity  of  culm;  with  a  penalty  for  preventing  fraud, 
and  provifion  for  (hipping  a  like  cargo,  duty-free,  in 
cafe  the  former  fhould  have  been  loft.  Thus,  a  griev 
ance,  which  had  remained  above  fixty  years,  was  at 
length  redreffed  ;  and  pity  it  is,  that  the  circumftances 
of  the  nation  will  not  permit  the  whole  duty  on  coal 
and  culm  to  be  entirely  removed,  as  it  falls  fo  heavy  on 
manufactures,  as  well  as  upon  people  in  the  middle  and 
]ower  clafs  of  life,  who  live  in  a  climate  which  requires 
the  ufe  of  fire  and  fuel  for  fcven  or  eight  months  in  the 
year. 

The  houfe  having  perufed  an  account  of  the  produce 
of  the  fund  cftablifhed  for  paying  annuities  granted  in 
the  year  onethoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  with 
the  charge  on  that  fund  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  in 
the  fucceeding  year,  it  appeared  there  had  been  a  con- 
iiderable  deficiency  in  the  faid  fund  on  the  51)1  day  of 
July  preceding,  and  this  had  been  made  good  out  of  the 
f:nking-fund,  by  a  refolution  of  the  7th  of  February,  al 
ready  particularly ::1. 
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They,  therefore,  inftru&ed  the   committee  of  ways  c  H  A  P, 
and  means,  to  contider  fo  much  of  the  annuity  and  lot 
tery  a<5t,  pafled  in  the   preceding  feffion,  as  related    to  v-x^rv-*' 
the  three  per  centum  annuities,  amounting  to  the   fum  c  Jj 
of  feven  millions  five   hundred    and    ninety  thoufand  tion  of  an- 
pounds,  granted  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  nuitks  ai 
and  fifty-nine  ;  and  alfo  to  confider  fo  much  cf  the  faid  I759- 
adl  as  related  to  the  fubfidy  of  poundage    upon   certain 
goods  and  merchandizes  to  be  imported  into  this  king 
dom,  and  the  additional  inland  duty  on  coffee  and  cho 
colate.     The  committee  having  taken  thefe  points  into 
deliberation,  agreed  to  the  two  refolutions  we  have  al 
ready  mentioned  with  refpecl  to  the  confolidation,  and 
a  bill  was  brought  in  for  adding  thofe  annuities   grant 
ed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
to  the  joint  ftock  of  three  per  centum  annuities,  confo- 
lidated   by  the  a<Sls  of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-eighth, 
twenty-ninth,  and  thirty-fecond  years  of  his   majefly's 
reign;  and  for  feveral  duties  therein  mentioned,  to  the 
finking-fund.     The  committee  was  afterwards  empow 
ered  to  receive  a  claufe,  for  cancelling  fuch  lottery  tick 
ets  as  were  made  forth,  in  purfuance  of  an  a 61  pafled  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  majefty's  reign,  and    were  not 
then  difpofed  of:  A  claufe  for  this  purpofe  was  accord 
ingly  added  to  the  bill,  which  pafied  through  both  hotifes 
without  oppofition,  and  received  the  royal  afl'ent  at  the 
end  of  the  fefTion. 

On  the  igth  day  of  April,  lord   North  prcfentcd  to  Expo: ta- 
the  houfe,  a  bill  for  encouraging  the  exportation  of  rum  tion  °( rurr 
and  fpirits  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of ar 
the  Britifh  lugar  plantations   from  Great  Britain,  and 
of  Britifh  fpirits  made  from  moIalTes  ;  a  bill   which  in 
a  little  time  acquired  the  fandlion  of  the  royal  r.ifent. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  admiral  Townfhend  pre- f;re5nv"'c^ 
fented  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  fecuring  the  pay-  HoirltflL 
ment  of  fuch  prize  and  bounty  monies  as  v/ere  appro 
priated  to  the  ufeof  Greenwich-hofpital  by  an  n&paff- 
ccl  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  majefty's  reign.  As 
by  that  lav/ no  time  was  limited,  or  particular  method 
prefcribed  for  giving  notifications  of  the  day  appointed 
for  the  payment  of  the  {hares  of  the  prizes  and  bounty 
money,  and  many  agents  had  neglected  to  fpecify  in  the 
notification  given  in  the  London  gazette  for  payment 
of  fhares  of  prizes  condemned  in  the  courts  of  admi 
ralty  in  Great  Britain,  the  particular  day  or  time  when 
fich  payments  were  to  commence,  whereby  it  was  ren 
dered  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  afcertain  the  time 
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BOOK  when  the  hofpiial  at  Greenwich  became  entitled  to  th; 
1V-       unclaimed  {hares,  of  confluence  could  not  enjoy   the 

^"Y^  full  benefit  of  the  act;  The  bill  now  prepared  import- 
J76°-  ed,  that  from  and  after  the  firil  day  of  September,  in 
the  prefent  year,  all  notifications  of  the  payment  of  the 
(hares  of  prizes  taken  by  any  of  his  majefty's  {hips  of 
war,  and  condemned  in  Great  Britain,  and  from  and 
after  the  firit  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-oae,  all  notifications  of  the 
payment  of  the  {hares  of  prizes  taken  and  condemned 
in  any  other  of  his  rnajefty's  dominions  in  Europe,  or 
in  any  of  the  Britiih  plantations  in  America  j  and  from 
and  after  the  25111  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nxty-one,  all  notifications 
of  the  payment  of  the  {hares  of  prizes  taken  and  con 
demned  in  any  o:her  of  his  majefty's  dominions,  (hall 
be  refpe£tively  given  and  publiihed  in  the  following 
manner :  If  the  prize  be  condemned  in  any  court  of 
admiralty  in  Great  Britain,  fuch  notification  under  the 
agent's  hand, (hall  be  publiihed  in  the  London  gazette  ; 
and  if  condemned  in  any  court  of  admiralty  in  any  other 
of  his  rnajefty's  dominions,  fuch  notification  {hall  be 
publiihed  in  like  manner  in  the  gazette,  or  other  newf- 
paper  of  public  authority,  of  the  ifland  or  place  where 
the  prize  is  condemned  ;  and  if  there  {hail  be  no  ga 
zette,  or  fuch  newfpaper  publi&ed  there,  then  in  fome 
or  one  of  the  public  newfpapers  of  the  place  ;  and  fuch 
agents  fhall  deliver  to  the  collector,  cuftomer,  or  fearch- 
er,  or  his  lawful  deputy,  and  if  there  {hail  be  no  fuch 
officer,  then  to  the  principal  officer  or  officers  of  the 
place  where  the  prize  is  condemned,  or  to  the  lawful  de 
puty  of  fuch  principal  officer,  two  of  the  gazettes  or 
other  nc'.vfpapers  in  which  iuch  notifications  are  infert- 
ed;  and  if  there  mail  not  be  any  public  newfpapers  in 
any  fuch  ifland  or  place,  the  agent  {hull  give  two  fuch 
notifications  in  writing,  under  his  hand  ;  and  every 
fuch  collector,  or  other  officer  as  aforefaid,  {hall  fub- 
fcribe  his  name  on  both  the  faid  gazettes,  newfpapers, 
or  written  notifications,  and,  by  the  firft  {hip  which 
{hall  fail  fro. 11  thence  to  any  port  of  Great  Britain. 
tranfmit  to  the  treafurer  or  deputy  treafurers  of  the  faid 
royal  hofpitaj  one  of  the  fai  j  notification?,  with  his  name 
ib  fubfcribeJ,  to  b,«  there  regiitered,  and  {hall  faithfully 
preferve  and  kc.'p  the  other,  with  his  n:irr.e  thsredn 
iublcribed,  in  hi^o-.vn  cuftody  ;  and  in  every  notific.:- 
t:  HI  as  afo;-  -jViJ,  t"i-  a^ent  {hail  fpecify  his  place  of  a- 
bodsj  and  thj  pr:cii^  day  of  the  month  and  year  appoint- 
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ed  for  the  payment  of  the  refpective  fhares  to  the  cap-  c  JT  A  p. 
tors  ;  and  nil  notifications  with  rcfp^ct  to  prizes  con-  II. 
demncd  in  Great  Britain  fliall  be  published  in  the  Lon-  V-'-yO 
dan  gazette,  three  days  atleaft  before  any  fhare  of  fuch  1760. 
prize  fhall  bepaid ;  and  with  refpect  to  prizes  condemn 
ed  in  any  other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions,  fuch  no 
tifications  fliall  be  delivered  to  the  faid  collector,  or  o- 
ther  officers  as  aforefaid,  three  days  at  le?.ft  before  any 
fliare  of  fuch  prizes  fliall  be  paid.  It  was  likewife  en 
acted,  that  the  agents  for  the  difrribution  of  bounty 
bills  fliould  infert,  and  publifh  under  their  hands,  in  the 
London  gazette,  three  days  at  leaft  before  payment, 
public  notifications  of  the  day  and  year  appointed  for 
fuch  payment,  and  alfo  infcrt  therein  their  refpective 
places  of  abode. — The  bill,  even  as  it  now  ftancs,  is 
liable  to  feveral  objections.  It  :nay  be  dangerous  to 
leave  the  money  of  the  unclaimed  fhares  fo  long  as  three 
rears  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  who,  together  with 
his  fecurities,  may  prove  mfolvent  before  the  expiration, 
of  that  term  :  Then  the  time  prefcribed  to  the  failors 
within  which  their  claim  is  limited  appears  to  be  too 
{horr,  when  we  confider  that  they  may  be  fo  circtirn- 
ilanccd,  turned  over  to  another  fhlp,  and  conveyed  to  a 
diib.nt  part  of  the  globe,  that  they  fhall  have  no"  oppor 
tunity  to  claim  payment ;  and  fhould  three  years  elapfe 
before  they  could  make  application  to  the  agent,  they 
would  find  their  bounty  or  prize  money  appropriated  to 
the  ufe  of  Grecnwich-hofpital ;  nay,  fhould  they  die  in 
the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  it  would  be  loft  to  their  heirs 
and  executors,  who,  being  ignorant  of  their  title,  could 
not  poflibly  claim  within  the  time  limited.  , 

A  committee  having  been  anointed  to  enquire  into  vr-i;'.*? 
the  original  (landards  of  weights    and  meafures   in   the  £"'!  !!1Cd" 
kingdom    of  England,  to   confider   the   laws  relating 
thereto,  and  to  report  their  obfcrvations  thereupon,  to- 
crether  with  their  opinion  of  the  moft  effectual    means 
for  afccrtaining  and  enforcing  uniform  and  certain  ftand- 
nrds  of  weights  and  meafures,  they  prepared  copie?,  mo 
del?,  patterns,  and  multiple?,  and    prefented    them    to 
thehoufe:  Then  they  were  locked   up  by  the  clerk  of 
the  houfe  ;  and  lord  Carys-fjrt  prefont^J  a  bill,  accord 
ing  to  order,  for  enforcing    uniformity  of  weights  and 
meafures  to  the  fbndards  by  lav/  to  beefrablifhed  :   But 
this  meafure,  whicii  had  been  f.»    L.-'-g    in  dependence, 
w^.s  not  yet  fully  d ifctifTed,  and  the  ftand<rds  and  w< 
were  rt-frrvcd  to  another  occafion. 
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BOOK       A  ]aw  was  made  for  reviving  and  continuing  fomuch 
an  a^  paffed  in  the  2ift  year  of  his  majefty  's  reign  as 


relates  to  the  more   effectual  trial  and    punifhment  of 
Hightrea-  high-treafon  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  and  alib  for 
ion  in  Scot-  continuing  two   other  acts  pafTed   in  the  ig:h  and    2ift 
years  of  his  majefty's  reign,  fo  far  as  they  relate    to  the 
more  effectual  difarming  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
fecuring  the  peace  thereof;  and  to  allow  further    time 
for  making  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  articles  or  con 
tracts    of  clerks    to  attornies  or  folicitois,  and   filing 
thereof. 
George  The  king   having:   been   pleafcd  to  pardon   George 

Keith  earl     •&-    •  •_  ,°  •  /•  i     i      /-    r-        i        i          i       i      i    » 

marifchai.  ^-eitn>  eari  marifchal  or  Scotland,  who  had  been  at 
tainted  for  rebellion  in  the  year  one  thoufend  feven 
hundred  and  fixteen,  the  parliament  confirmed  this  in 
dulgence,  by  pafling  an  aft  to  enable  the  laid  George 
Keith,  late  carl  marifchal,  to  fue  or  entertain  any  ac 
tion  of  fuit,  notwithftanding  his  attainder,  and  to  re 
move  any  difability  in  him,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  at 
tainder,  to  take  or  inherit  any  real  or  perfonal  eftate 
that  may  and  fhall  hereafter  defcend  or  come  to  him, 
or  which  he  was  entitled  to  in  reverfion  or  remainder 
before  his  attainder.  This  nobleman,  univerfally  ref- 
pecled  for  his  probity  and  underftanding,  had  been  em 
ployed  as  ambalTador  to  the  court  of  France  by  the 
king  of  Pruilia,  and  was  actually  at  this  jundture  in 
the  fervice  of  that  monarch,  who,  in  all  probability,  in 
terceded  with  the  king  of  England  in  his  behalf.  When 
his  pardon  had  patted  the  feals,  he  repaired  to  London, 
and  was  prefented  to  his  majefty  by  whom  he  was  very 
gracioufly  received. 

SeiTun  do-      Thefe,  and  a  good  number  of  other  bills  of  lefs  im- 
f«J-  portnnce,  both  private  and  public,  were  pafled  into  laws 

by  commiffion,  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  when  the 
lord-keeper  of  the  great  feal  clofed  the  feffion  with  a 
fpeech  to  both  houfes.  He  began  with  an  aflurance 
that  his  majefty  looked  back  on  their  proceedings  with 
entire  fatisfa&ion.  He  faid,  the  duty  and  affedtion 
which  they  had  exprefled  for  the  king's  perfon  and 
government,  the  zeal  and  unanimity  they  had  fhowed 
in  maintaining  the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  could 
only  be  equalled  by  what  his  majefty  had  formerly 
experienced  from  this  parliament.  He  told  them,  it 
would  have  given  his  majefty  the  moft  fenfible  plea- 
fure,  had  he  been  able  to  afiure  them,  that  his  endea 
vours  to  promote  a  general  peace  had  met  with  more 
uitable  returns.  He  obferved,  that  his  majefty,  in 
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conjunction  with  his  good  brother  and  ally  the  king  CHAP. 
of  Pruffia,  had  chofen  to  give  their  enemies  proofs  of 
this  equitable  difpofition,  in  the  midft  of  a  feries  of  ^V*** 
glorious  victories  ;  an  opportunity  the  moft  proper  1? 
to  take  fuch  a  ftep  with  dignity,  and  to  rnanifeft  to  all 
Europe  the  purity  and  moderation  of  his  views.  After 
fuch  a  conduct,  he  faid,  the  king  had  the  comfort  to 
reflect,  that  the  further  continuance  of  the  calamities 
of  war  could  not  be  imputed  to  him  or  his  allies  ;  that 
he  trufted  in  the  bleffing  of  heaven  upon  the  juftice  of 
his  arms,  and  upon  thofe  ample  means  which  the 
zeal  of  the  parliament  in  fo  good  a  caufe  nad  wifely 
put  into  his  hands,  that  his  future  fucceffes  in  carrying 
on  the  war  would  not  fall  fhort  of  the  paft  ;  and  that, 
in  the  event,  the  public  tranquillity  would  be  reftored 
on  folid  and  durable  foundations.  He  acquainted  them, 
that  his  majefty  had  taken  the  moft  effectual  care  to 
augment  the  combined  army  in  Germany  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  keep  up  fuch  a  force  at  home  as  might 
fruftrate  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  invade  thefe 
kingdoms  ;  fuch  attempts  as  had  hitherto  ended  only 
in  their  own  confufion.  He  took  notice,  that  the 
royal  navy  was  never  in  a  more  flourifhing  and  ref- 
pectable  condition  ;  and  the  fignal  victory  obtained  laft 
winter  over  the  French  fleet  on  their  own  coafts  had 
given  luftre  to  his  majefty's  arms,  frefh  fpirit  to  his  ma 
ritime  forces,  and  reduced  the  naval  ftrength  of  France 
to  a  very  low  ebb.  He  gave  them  to  underftand  that 
his  majefty  had  difpofed  liis  fquadrons  in  fuch  a  man 
ner  as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  annoyance  of  his  ene 
mies,  to  the-  defence  of  his  own  dominions  both  in  Eu 
rope  and  America,  to  the  preferving  and  purfuing  his 
conquefts,  as  well  as  to  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
his  fubjects,  which  he  had  extremely  at  heart.  He  told 
the  commons,  that  nothing  could  relieve  his  majefty's 
royal  mind,  under  the  anxiety  he  felt  for  the  burdens 
of  his  faithful  fubjects,  but  the  public-fpirited  cheerful- 
nefs  with  which  their  houfe  had  granted  him  fuch  large 
fupplies,  and  his  conviction  that  they  were  neceflary 
for  the  fecurity  and  eflential  interefts  of  his  kingdoms; 
he,  therefore  returned  them  his  hearty  thanks  for  thefe 
fupplies,  and  afTured  them  they  {liould  be  duly  applied 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  had  been  given.  Fi 
nally,  he  recommended  to  both  houfes  the  continuance 
of  that  union  and  good  harmony  which  he  had  obferved 
with  fo  much  pleafure,  and  from  which  he  had  derived 
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BOOK  rived   fuch   important   effects.     Tie  defired  they  would 

1V'       fludy  to  promote  thefo  defirabie  objects,  to  fuppcrt  the 

*^*V^*'  kind's  government,  and    the   good"  order  of  their  ref- 

1760.      peclive  counties,  and  ccnfult  their  own   real  happinefa 

and  profperity. 


THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME, 
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